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LETTER   OF  SUBMITTAL. 


Smithsonian  Institution, 
Wa^shimjtoii^  D.  C,  2Iay  13^190^,, 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  act  of  incorporation  of  the  Ameri- 
can Historical  Association,  approved  January  4,  1889,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  to  Congress  the  annual  report  of  that 
Association  for  the  year  1903. 

I  have  the  honor  to  Ik?,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

S.  P.  Lanoley, 
Secretart/  of  the  Sittfthsojuan  InstHution. 

Hon.  William  P.  Fuve, 

President  pro  tcin2>f/re  United  States  Senate. 
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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 


Be  It  cnuctad  hy  the  Senate  and  Houae  <\f  Rejyri'MniativvH  of 
tlie  United  States  of  America  in  Conr/re^s  a^stn titled^  That 
Andrew  D.  White,  of  Ithaca,  in  the  State  of  New  York; 
George  Bancroft,  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
Justin  Winsor,  of  C^anibridge,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts; 
William  F.  Poole,  of  Chicago,  in  the  State  of  Illinois;  Her- 
bert B.  Adams,  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland; 
Clarence  W.  l^)wen,  of  Brookh'n,  in  the  State  of  New  York; 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  created,  in  the 
District  6f  Columbia,  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  b}-  the 
name  of  the  American  Historical  Association,  for  the  pro- 
motion of  historical  studies,  the  collection  and  preservation 
of  historical  manuscripts,  and  for  kindred  purposes  in  the 
interest  of  American  history  and  of  history  in  America.  Said 
Association  is  authorized  to  hold  real  and  personal  estiite  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  so  far  onl}^  as  may  be  necessary  to 
its  lawful  ends  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  adopt  a  constitution,  and  to  make  by-laws 
not  inconsistent  with  law.  Said  Association  shall  liave  its 
principal  office  at  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  may  hold  its  animal  meetings  in  such  places  as  the  said 
incorponitors  shall  determine.  Said  Association  shall  report 
annually  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  con- 
cerning  its  proceedings  and  the  condition  of  historical  study 
in  America.  Said  Secretary  shall  comnmnicate  to  Congress 
the  whole  of  such  reports,  or  such  portions  thereof  as  he  shall 
see  fit.  The  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  are 
authorized  to  permit  said  Association  to  deposit  its  collec- 
tions, manuscripts,  In^oks,  pamphlets,  and  other  material  for 
history  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  or  in  the  National 
Museum,  at  their  discretion,  upon  such  conditions  and  under 
such  rules  as  they  shall  prescribe. 

[Api)royed,  Jaimary  4,  1889.] 
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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 


American  Hi3torical  Association, 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Association, 

W(iishin(jt(m^  I).  61,  May  13^  190 J^, 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  act  of  incorporation  of  the 
American  Historical  Association  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
herewith  a  general  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  nineteenth 
annual  meeting  of  the  Association,  held  at  New  Orleans  De- 
ceml)er  29,  30,  and  31,  1903.  Seveml  of  the  papers  read  and 
discussed  at  that  meeting  are  recommended  for  publication  in 
this  report,  together  with  selections  by  the  Historical  Manu- 
scripts Commission  from  the  correspondence  of  the  French 
ministers  to  the  United  States,  1791-1797,  the  Justin  Winsor. 
prize  essay  on  the  American  Colonial  Charter,  a  paper  by 
Gen.  A.  W.  (ireelv  on  Public  Documents  of  the  First  Four- 
teen  Congresses,  and  a  valuable  report  by  the  Public  Archives 
Commission,  showing  the  condition  and  contents  of  the 
archives  of  several  of  the  States. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  Howard  Clark, 

Sscrretary. 
Mr.  S.  P.  Ijan(JLey, 

Srcrctartj  of  the  Sinlth-s(^tiian  Innt'dHtum^ 

]Yai<h!n(jtnn^  J).  C, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  NINETEENTH  ANNUAL 
MEETING  OF  THE  AMERICAN  HISTORICAL  ASSOCIATION.^ 


By  Charles  H.  Haskins,  Corresponding  Secretary. 


For  some  time  it  has  seemed  desimble  to  hold  a  meeting  of 
the  American  Historical  Association  in  the  far  Soutn.  The 
meetings  that  are  held  periodically  at  Washington  are  not 
inconvenient  for  the  members  living  in  the  Southeastern 
States,  but  from  the  beginning  until  1903  no  meeting  was  held 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  within  easy 
reach  of  members  from  the  South  and  Southwest.  The  mem- 
bers in  this  region,  it  is  true,  are  not  many,  but  nevei*theless 
a  meeting  that  all  could  attend  without  trouble  would,  it  is 
thought,  bring  together  an  unusual  numl)er  and  prove  helpful 
to  the  scholars  who  are  striving  to  arouse  the  Southern  peo- 
ple to  greater  interest  in  history  and  to  a  greater  appreciation 
of  historical  opportunity.  The  year  11K)3  seemed  the  appro- 
priate time;  a  meeting  at  New  Orleans  would  be  a  suitable 
recognition  of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  acquisition  of 
Louisiana.  With  these  various  considerations  in  mind,  the 
Association  determined  to  hold  its  nineteenth  annual  meeting 
at  New  Orleans.  The  sessions  were  lield  December  '29,  80, 
and  31. 

Although  there  were  not  in  attendance  so  many  southern 
memlxjrs  as  the  most  enthusiastic  desired  to  see,  there  were 
enough  to  show  the  growing  interest  in  historical  work;  and, 
while  the  value  of  the  meeting  cannot  yet  be  weighed  or 
measured,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  gave  new  courage 
and  zeal  to  historians  and  to  historical  students  of  the  Soutli — 
not  only  to  teachers  and  students  of  history,  })ut  also  to  tliose 

a  ThL**  general  account  of  the  New  Orlean.M  meeting  of  the  Association  is  reproduced, 
with  slight  modifications,  from  the  reiK»rt  prepared  for  the  American  Historical  Review 
(April.  1904)  by  the  managing  editor  of  the  Review,  Prof.  A.  C.  McLaughlin. 
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who  are  engaged  in  gathering  historical  material  and  in  pre- 
serving the  manuscript  records  of  tlie  Southern  States.  The 
number  of  memlwrs  from  other  sections  of  the  Union  was, 
perhaps,  not  quite  so  large  as  at  some  of  the  recent  meetings, 
but  on  the  other  hand  tlie  attendance  was  ver}"  widely  repre- 
sentative of  all  sections  and  States.  Members  were  present 
from  California  and  Arizona  beyond  the  mountains,  from 
Massachusetts  and  Coimecticut  in  the  Northeast,  from  most 
of  the  other  States  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  in  unusual  num- 
bers from  all  parts  of  the  Mississippi  basin.  A  special  ti-ain 
brought  most  of  the  members  from  the  Northeast.  It  started 
from  New  York  and  followed  the  line  of  the  Southern  Rail- 
way, offering  an  opportunity  to  visit  Richmond,  Atlanta, 
Mobile,  and  other  places  on  the  southward  journey,  and  Chat- 
tanooga on  the  return  trip.  A  special  car,  starting  at  Chicago 
for  the  convenience  of  the  northern  members,  stopped  on  the 
return  trip  at  Vicksburg.  In  spite  of  some  delays  and  the 
discomforts  incident  to  crowded  sleeping  cars,  these  excur- 
sions seem  to  have  been  very  successful  and  to  have  given 
general  satisfaction. 

The  progamme  was  so  arranged  as  to  have  an  occasional 
character.  Two  joint  sessions  were  held  with  the  Economic 
Association;  at  the  first  the  regular  annual  addresses  of  the 
presidents  were  given;  at  the  second  the  relation  of  sociology 
to  economics  and  history  was  the  subject  of  discussion.  The 
papers  of  one  session  related  chiefl}'  to  the  Ijouisiana  purchase; 
at  another  session  the  study  and  teaching  of  history  in  the 
South  was  discuss(»d;  at  other  sessions  several  papers  were 
rend  bearing  directly  on  the  histor}-  of  the  South  or  the  South- 
west. The  only  possible  fault  to  })e  found  with  the  programme 
was  that  there  was  too  nuich  of  it,  and  this  seems  an  ungrate- 
ful comment  to  pass  on  a  scheme  that  was  evidently  the  result 
of  much  hard  work  and  serious  planning  by  the  members  of 
the  committee  having  the  subject  in  charge.  So  far  as  the 
quality  of  the  papers  is  concerned,  the  progranune  was  one 
of  the  very  best  in  the  historv  of  the  Association.  But  the 
weary  member  who  had  traveled  mayhap  1,500  or  2,000  miles 
to  attend  the  meeting,  who  was  desirous  of  seeing  the  sights 
of  the  old  French  cit\\  and  was  even  more  anxious  to  exchange 
experiences  with  some  fellow-worker  whom  he  had  not  seen 
since  the  meeting  at  Phihidelphia,  was  in  a  distracted  state 
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II  o^difroiited  hy  nil  excellent  programme  tilled  with  intei- 
ig  and  profital)]!*  pajK'rs,  and  so  arranged  a»  to  leave  pra<t- 
ly  no  frei'  time  oiitttido  of  tlie  three  daily  Hesisions. 
I  addition  to  the  attntotions  of  the  prognimme  iiiust  be 
mtioned  the  wmrteous  attention;*  of  tlie  friends  of  the  Aaso- 
jouiu  New  Orleans.  The  loi^aU-ommittee  of  arrangements, 
which  Prof,  .John  R.  Ficklen,  of  Tiilane  University,  was 
cbairiuan,  left  nothing  undone  to  care  for  the  eomfort  and 
pleasure  of  the  guests.  On  the  drst  day  of  the  meeting,  after 
a  series  of  appmpriate  papers  Iteariug  on  Louii^iana  history, 
the  members  were  given  a  creole  luncheon  by  the  Lcmisiana 
Hisioriail  Sovaety.  Wednesday  noon  a  luncheon  was  sciTed 
in  the  refe.ctory  of  Tulane  University,  in  the  evening  a  smoker 
was  given  to  men  at  the  Round  Table  Club,  and  in  the  same 
afternoon  Mrw.  T.  G,  Richardson  gaie  a  reception  especially 
intended  for  the  lady  nieml)era  of  the  Association.  The  presi- 
dent and  faculty  of  Tulane  University  received  the  members 
iif  the  Assotiation  Thursday  evening  in  the  libnuy  of  the 
Boiversity.  On  Friday  morning  the  memlu-rs  of  the  Associa- 
\n  were  given  a  steamboat  ride  on  the  Mississippi,  in  the 
irse  of  which  they  stopped  to  see  the  site  of  the  battle  of 
tew  Orleans  and  to  visit  a  sugar  plantation.  At  the  point 
where  .Jackson  beat  liack  the  British,  short  addi-es-ses  were 
made  by  Prof.  J.  B.  McMaster  and  by  the  president  of  the 
Ijouisiaua  Historical  Society,  Prof.  Alc()e  Fortier.  At  tlie 
i*ugar  plantation  Profe<*sor  Fortier  spoke  enl»>rtainingly  of  the 
beginning  of  the  planting  industry  in  Louisiana,  of  how  sugar 
cane  gradually  supplanted  the  indigo  crop,  and  of  the  old 
plantation  life  l»cfore  the  war.  The  pleasure  of  the  week  wa-s 
pnlianced  by  the  hospitality  of  the  Hound  Table  Club,  the 
BoHton  Club,  and  the  Athletic  Club,  which  opened  their  club- 
houses to  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  Association. 

A  year  ago.  nt  the  Philadelphia  meeting,  a  number  of  iwr- 
s<m8  who  were  members  cither  of  the  Historical  Association 
ur  of  the  Kconomic  Association  met  and  discussed  the  advisa- 
bility of  forming  an  association  devoted  to  the  study  and 
diiiCUBsion  of  topics  in  political  .scieuce.  It  was  then  decided 
take  the  matter  under  advisement  and  to  give  it  serious 
<ideratioti.  A  committee,  appointed  at  Philadelphia  to 
festigatc  the  subject  and  gather  opinions,  I'cported  at  New 
'leans  tn  favor  of  ostiililishing  an  organisation  not  atiiliated 
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fonnallv  with  either  of  the  older  associations.  In  accordance 
with  that  recommendation,  a  new  society,  called  the  American 
Political  Science  Association,  was  formed.  Its  purpose  is  to 
advance  the  study  of  i)olitics,  public  law,  administration,  and 
diplomacy.  There  was  a  general  feeling  among  the  men  who 
formed  this  asvsociation  that  their  fields  of  work  were  so 
decidedly  different  from  the  fields  of  economics  and  history 
that  only  by  the  formation  of  a  separate  socriety  could  their 
topics  receive  proper  attention  and  be  sufficiently  discus8ed. 

The  first  session  of  the  Historical  Association  was  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Louisiana  Historical  Society  at  the 
Cabildo,  the  picturesque  and  interesting  hotel  de  vUle  in  the 
center  of  the  old  French  quarter r.  The  subjects  under  con- 
sideration all  })ore  more  or  less  directly  on  the  Louisiana 
purchase.  The  first  paper,  }>v  Prof.  William  M.  Sloane,  of 
Columbia  University,  dealt  with  the  ''  World  Aspects  of  the 
Louisiana  Purchase,''  presenting  in  a  few  words  and  in  an 
interesting  manner  the  epochal  character  of  the  movement 
and  the  treaty  that  gave  to  the  United  States  the  western  half 
of  the  Mississippi  basin.''  Hon.  William  Wirt  Howe,  of  New 
Orleans,  read  a  valuable  paper  on  ''The  Civil  and  the  Com- 
mon Law  in  the  Ix>uisiana  Purchase.''  When  the  colonv  was 
first  settled,  the  law^  of  France  and  the  custom  of  Paris  pre- 
vailed, but  with  the  Spaniards  naturally  came  the  Spanish 
system.  In  VliW)  a  small  treatise  containing  rules  of  practice, 
some  rules  of  criminal  law%  and  directions  in  regard  to  wills 
was  promulgated  by  Governor  O'Reilly.  From  that  time  the 
laws  of  Spain  reall}'  governed  Louisiana;  but  they  were  in 
many  respects  similar  in  their  origin  to  the  laws  of  France, 
and  the  difference  was  scarcely  perceived.  After  the  cession 
to  the  United  States,  the  Ixmisiana  Purchase  was  divided,  on© 
portion,  alx>ut  the  present  area  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
being  set  off  as  the  Territory  of  Orleans.  Within  these  limits 
the  old  civil  law  Jis  (modified  in  1808,  largeh'  along  the  lines 
of  the  Code  Napoleon,  continued  to  })e  fundamental,  while  in 
the  rest  of  the  purchase,  which  in  1812  })ecame  the  Territory 
of  Missouri,  the  common  law  of  England  was  naturally'  intro- 
du(>ed  by  immigration,  and  in  181()  was  adopted ^b}-  Territorial 
statute  as  the  rule  of  judicial  decision.     The  two  legal  systems, 

«I*rinU*<l  in  tht*  preseut  volume,  al(H>  in  llu'  American  Historicnl  Review,  April,  1904. 


iwever,  are  not  now  sii  diverw'  as  fomierly;  techiiii-uUtiefi 
Iiiivr  been  {i^padually  ilisappcanng.  and  the  cleuientary  prin- 
fipliw  of  right  and  justicf  are  to-day  mni-h  the  same  in  all 
parts  of  the  Ix>iii»inna  Purchase, 

A  paper  on  '"New  Orlean.-nnit  th**  Aaron  Burr  Conspiracy  " 
read  'yJjX-  ^^'■'*''''  ^'^  M'^t 'uliji^^ai"!  is  printed  in  the 
present  report.  He  rrfi'rred  to  Burr's  plan  for  revolutioniz- 
ing the  Spanish  colonies,  and  recounted  tlie  formation  of  the 
"Mexican  Association,"  the  object  of  which  was  to  obtain 
iufoi-mation  regarding  the  forces  and  the  internal  condition 
of  New  8i>ain.  The  oi-dinary  notion  that  the  Creole  resented 
the  acquisition  of  I^uisiana,  Mr.  McCaleh  said,  was  altogether 
tinfounded.  He  described  how  the  idea  gained  currency  that 
tlie  Spaniardf  by  threatiming  invasion  would  gain  adherents 
among  the  people  of  New  Orleans,  and  how  Wilkinson,  with 
characteristic  effrontt'ry  and  knavishnesis,  announced  that  New 
Orleans  wa.-*  a  hotbed  of  sedition  and  that  Burr  was  plotting 
to  disrupt  the  Union,  and,  while  so  professing,  began  to  make 
military  arrests  and  to  rule  the  city  with  arrogance  and  injus- 
Jefferson  hhnself.  under  the  inHuencc  of  Wilkinson, 
le  to  believe  that  Burr  was  engaged  in  treationable  under- 
ttakings,  and  that  in  New  Orleans  was  cetitored  his  strength. 

The  paper  of  Dr.  W.  li.  Shepherd,  of  C-olunibia,  on 
"Ijouisiana  in  the  Spanitih  Archives,"  also  printed  in  tlie 
present  volume,  wan  in  a  measure  a  plea  for  the  examiua- 
m  of  Spanish  archives  as  sources  of  American  history, 
trary  to  the  commonly  i-eceived  opinions,  the  archives 
of  Spain.  Mr.  .'Shepherd  said,  are  more  accessible  than 
those  of  other  Eumpean  countries.  The  only  rec|uirenients 
for  admission  are  a  good  knowledge  of  Spanish  and  the 
proof  that  the  investigator  is  a  resi)»nsible  person.  The  dis- 
irsion  of  the  materials  among  several  centers  and  an  imper- 
il classtlication  of  the  documenti^  themselves  ans  serious 
IWMttiicIps  in  the  way  of  the  investigator,  and  personal  research 
indispen.>iable  in  practically  all  cases.  The  three  great 
isitories  that  contain  materials  of  importance  for  the 
rj'  of  the  I'nited  States  are  those  at  Simancas,  Madrid, 
Seville.  Among  the  jjapers  at  Simancas  are  many  valuable 
:rces  for  the  study  of  I'nited  States  history  during  ihe 
iod  of  the  lie  volution,  but  many  important  documents  of  this 
are  to  lie  found  iiNn  in  Madrid  and  Seville,     As  to  the 
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materials  concerning  Louisiana  more  8i)eciliealh%  thearchive^s 
at  Simancas  and  Madrid  supplement  eacii  other,  but  the  bulk 
of  them  is  to  be  found  in  Madrid.  Here  also  are  the  state 
papers  properly  so  called  as  distinguished  from  the  corre- 
spondence of  the  colonial  officials  with  the  Council  of  the 
Indies.  This  correspondence  constitutes  the  wealth  of  the 
Archives  of  the  Indies  at  Seville  and  hence  is  of  special  value 
for  the  internal  historv  of  Louisiana. 

lleuben  (j.  Thwaites,  secretary  and  superintendent  of  the 
Wisconsin  Historical  Society,  told  the  story  of  I^ewus  and 
Clark's  journals,  and  his  paper  is  printed  in  full  in  the  present 
volume.  It  is  popularly  supposed  that  the  Travels  edited  by 
Nicholas  Biddle  and  published  at  Philadelphia  in  1814  are 
substantially  the  journals  of  the  two  explorers.  But  Mr. 
Thwaites  showed  that  the  original  manuscripts  of  these  jour- 
nals amounted  to  over  a  million  words,  from  which  Riddle 
prepared  a  condensed  popular  nariiitive  of  »^70,000.  Practi- 
cally all  of  the  scientiiic  matter  was  omitted,  as  Dr.  Benjamin 
S.  Barton  had  been  engagcnl  to  make  a  sepai*ate  volume  of 
this,  but  he  died  without  preparing  his  part.  From  1816  to 
1818  Thomas  Jefferson  spent  nmch  time  in  collecting  the  scat- 
tered notebooks,  which  he  deposited  with  the  American  Phil- 
osophical Society  at  Philadelphia,  in  trust  for  the  public.  In 
1802-98  Dr.  Elliott  CJoues  made  several  extracts  from  these 
manuscripts,  as  notes  to  his  reprint  edition  of  Biddle's  work; 
but  the  manuscripts  are,  as  a  whole,  as  yet  unpublished. 
Recently  Mr.  Tliwaitc^s  unearthed  in  New  York,  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Clark  heirs,  several  additional  notebooks  b}''  Wil- 
liam Clark,  together  with  a  large  mass  of  other  data  relative 
to  the  ex[)edition.  The  story,  as  told  ])y  Mr.  Thwaites, 
abounds  in  interesting  details,  some  of  them  humorous,  but 
others  almost  tragic  in  cliaracter. 

On  Tuesday  (^veiling  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  associations 
was  held  at  Newcoml)  Hall.  President  Edwin  A.  Alderman,  of 
Tulane  l' niversity,  gave  the  address  of  welcome,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  spoke  of  th(^  interesting  and  pictures(iue  character 
of  the  history  of  the  city,  and  of  the  fundamental!  tragic  fact 
in  the  life  of  the  South,  the  presence  of  the  negro — the  all- 
important  economic  fact  of  the  present  as  of  the  past.  For 
sixty  years,  he  declared,  the  South  stood  ready  to  die  and  did 
die  for  the  doctrine  of  state  sovereigntN',  and  to-day  it  would 
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pe  for  the  doctrine  of  rHcial  integrity.  He  (ieprecat<'<l,  how- 
,  till'  contiiiueil  discussion  of  the  race  (|iiestion.  '"The 
it!t«toii  has  )>pcomi'  n  niitiormi  diseiLse  and  should  l>e  quar- 
Iktined  against,  for  it  is  gettinj;  hvfiterieal  iinil  dangerous." 
The  speaker  concluded  Ihat  people  who  hold  to  high  political 
doctrines  which  do  not  admit  of  compiomitie  in  their  minds 
gain  in  a  ^'iiius  for  intensity  of  conviction  what  they  lose  in 

Ieraii.sm,  and  that  America  needs  the  intense  idealism  of  the 
Lith.  Prof.  K,  K.  A.  Seliguian.  president  of  the  Economic 
»<K'ialion,  spoke  on  "'Social  aspects  of  economic  law,"  He 
d  that  while  everyone  is  aware  that  economics  is  a  social 
wnce.  the  theoi-y  has  i-eceived  lip  ser^■ice  only  and  not  Itrain 
tnage.  He  asked  real  recognition  of  the  social  Iwsis  of 
ocooomic  law,  and  advocated  aeriou«  application  of  sound 
>*ociftI  principle  to  the  solution  of  the  pn>sMng  problems  of 
the  day.  "We  arc  iM-ginning  to  see,"  he  derlared.  in  rt^fer- 
pg  to  the  lal>or  problem,  ■'that  the  neeurcst  gtmmnty  of 
wrty  is  the  social  simction — that  true  and  perfect  freedom  is 
^Iwttom  the  outgrowth  of  social  forces,  and  that  individual 
■rgaininj;  results  in  a  mere  empty  husk  of  freedom."  The 
taker  dwelt  chiefly  on  the  need  of  a  new  study  of  taxation 
s^d  ou  the  existence  of  economic  law  and  in  accord  with 
aI  Nocial  facts  and  forces.  '^We  shall  then  be  able  to 
wve,"  he  said,  "that  in  oi-der  to  secure  justice  we  do  not 
1  to  impose  a  tax  which  seeks  equally  to  hit  in  the  tirst 
tanoe  every  individual  meml)er  of  the  community."  He 
^ed,  however,  tlial  the  proper  suboi'dimition  of  the  indi- 
idual  does  not  mean  his  depreciation  or  the  establishment  of 
B  crude  socialism  that  i«  loudly  proclaimed  by  some  as  the 
hI  policy  of  the  future. 
■  The  address  of  Ur.  Henry  C  Lea,  president  of  the  Histor- 
1  Association,  on  "Ethical  values  in  history."  was  read  by 
e  corresponding  seci'etary.  as  Mr.  Lea  was  umible  to  lie  pres- 
Mr.  Leadeclai-ed  utterly  fallacious  the  notion  that  tliere 
I  iiu  Hbsolule  and  invariable  code  by  which  men  of  all  ages 
1  degrees  of  civilization  can  }ie  judged.  Standards  of 
^ht  Aud  justice,  in  part  at  least,  are  merely  a  social  product, 
jiging  with  the  passing  years,  and  to  judge  a  man's  motives 
i  act*  by  the  rigid  rule  of  to-day  is  to  judge  unjustly.     The 
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historian  wlio  would  tt^pire  to  be  a  judge  nuist  no(  try  a  case 
bv  a  code  unknown  to  the  defendant.  Mr.  Ijca  considered  at 
some  length  the  aireer  of  l*hilip  II  of  vSpain,  declaring  that  the 
student  in  earnest  (^uest  of  truth  may  reasonably  pause  and 
ask  himself  whether  Philip  is  to  }>e  held  morally  responsible 
for  all  his  acts,  whethi^r  he  was  a  mere  bloodthirsty  tyrant, 
rejoicing  in  the  suffering  of  others,  or  the  conscientious  but 
misguided  agent  of  false  standards,  believing  himself  to  be 
rendering  the  highest  service  to  (lod.  The  address,  therefore, 
advocated  a  cahn  recital  of  facts  and  conditions,  the  telling  of 
the  unadorned  tale  which  })ecause  of  its  truth  will  not  lose  its 
claims  as  a  teacher  of  the  higher  morality'.  The  study  of  the 
past  in  this  spirit  may  render  us  more  impatient  of  the  present 
and  more  hopeful  of  the  future. 

The  session  of  Wednesday  morning  was  devoted  to  a  confer- 
ence on  the  study  and  teaching  of  history  in  the  South.  Prof. 
W.  E.  Dodd,  of  Randolph-Macon  College,  spoke  of  the  dis- 
couraging conditions  in  the  South,  where  the  teachers  are  un- 
derpaid, the  school  ecjuipment  is  meager,  and  the  pupils  pre- 
paring for  college  have  difficulty  in  getting  proper  instruction. 
He  spoke  of  the  rigidity  of  public  opinion  and  of  the  fact  that 
a  large  portion  of  the  people  are  not  accustomed  to  reading  or 
the  use  of  }>ooks.  Under  the  circumstances  strenuous  effort 
must  be  mtide  to  awaken  the  people  of  the  South,  who  love 
their  own  past  and  take  prides  in  the  achievements  of  their 
fathers,  to  an  intelligent,  sympathetic  interest  in  history  and 
history  teaching  in  the  schools  and  colleges.  Prof.  Alc^e 
Fortier  spoke  of  the  curriculum  in  the  New  Orle^uis  schools, 
and  referred  to  the  work  of  the  Louisiana  Historical  Society 
and  to  its  collections.  Miss  Lilian  W.  Johnson,  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Tennessee*,  spoke  principally  of  the  work  done  in 
the  schools  and  colleges  of  Teimessee,  of  the  influence  of  the 
summer  school  at  Knoxville,  and  the  spirit  of  progress  that  is 
discernible,  even  though  to  the  impatiiMit  the  forward  move- 
ment seems  at  times  hopelessly  slow.  The  difliculties  of  the 
situation  are  heightened  f)V  the  fact  that  Tennessee  has  a  debt, 
a  reminder  of  the  days  of  reconstruction,  and  has,  moreover, 
no  school  fund.  The  M'hool  system  is  supported  only  by  direct 
and  immediate  taxation.  Prof.  Frederick  W.  Moore,  of 
Vanderbilt  University,  discussed  the  past  mther  than  the 
present  of  historical   study.      He   spoke  of   the  conditions 


PROTTiTailDnn    Oy   ANNTTAt   MUrBTITm. 


lefore   the   war,   of    the 


who   had    l)eeri   t:on.s] 


iplCUOlls 


Icat-hers  of  history  in    the   euily  lUtys.  niid  of   the  giikcliial 
improvenit'iit  in  recent  yeai-s,     Vyt  to  1860  the  North  and  the 
Sutith   were   not  very    unequal    in   their   facilitiew  for  his- 
~  prical   study;   in  Imtli  sections  there  wa«  gradual  impi-ove- 
In  the   next  fifteen   years  the  northern  schools  and 
^ilegos  developed  their  curricula;   in  the  South  conditions 
rew  woi-se.     During  the  last  twenty  years  thei'e  has  l>een  a 
tapid  growth  in  the  North  and  slow  improvement  in  the  South, 
■of.   Franklin   L.   Riley,  of  the  University  of  Mississippi, 
loke  of  the  work  done  in  his  State  for  the  improvement  of 
Btorioal  teaching  and  study,  lint  dwelt  ohielly  on  the  found- 
gof  the  Mississippi  Historical  Society  and  the  establishment 
f  tlie  department  of  archives  and  history  in  the  State  govern- 
Prof.  David  Y.  Thomas,  of  Hendrix  College,  com- 
lented  briefly  on  the  situation  in  Arkansas.     Mr.  Thomas  M. 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  newly  created  department  of 
whives  and  history  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  gave  a  statement 
F  the  aid  that  is  now  given  hy  the  Southern  States  for  the 
reservation,  collection,  and  publication  of  their  recoi-ds  and 
bet  liistorieal  material.     Scarcely  any  Stales  in  the  Union 
»  doing  as  much  as  are  Alal>ama  and  Mississippi,  where  the 
tat*'  governments  have  established  departments  charged  with 
fee  task  of  gathering  and  presening  valuable  historical  papers. 
Host  of  the  other  Southern  States  do  not  give  nuich  direct 
"  lancial  support  to  historical  undertakings,  though  some  of 
lieni  have  made  appropriation.'*  for  the  publication  of  mate- 
In  Texas  a  small  appropriation  has  been  made  for  the 
classificatiun  and  translation  of  early  Texas  manusci-ipts,  while 
the  Toxfts  Historical  Assocaition.  without  material  financial 
eni'ouragement  from  the  Stjtte,  has  beep  courageously  imder- 
||taking  the  enormous  task  of  bringing  together  the  old  recoi-ds 
ind  miscellaneous  papers  bearing  on  the  early  history  of  the 
butfawest. 

Prof.  .1.  Franklin  Jameson,  of  the  Univemty  of  Chicago, 
Kin^  called  upon  to  speak  as  a  representative  of  the  North, 
■id  that  no  one  could  fail  to  be  gratified  upon  a  general  view 
f  the  reports  which  had  been  made  respecting  the  progress 
f  historical  work  in  the  South.  Not  the  least  gratifying 
ridence  was  the  frankness  with  which  deficiencies  and  di-aw- 
leks  were  admitted  and  discussed.     He  preferred  not  to 
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<»|M'4ik  HH  a  n4)n*.s(»ntHtive  of  the  North.  The  line  of  cleavage, 
Utv  {mi'iHiHVH  of  the  present  discussion,  does  not  lie  between 
thw  Nortli  and  the  South.  The  South  and  the  West  can  be 
i'tab»>4Ml  together  as  regions  in  which  the  study  and  teaching 
of  hintory  have*,  not  yet  come  to  their  full  rights.  The  one 
ri'.gion  in  wliich  they  may  be  said  to  have  done  so  is  that  east 
4»f  Urn  AllcghcMiies  and  north  of  the  Potomac;  yet  the  time  is 
not  exc4MHlingly  remote  when,  for  instance,  colleges  of  con- 
t^idiuabh)  importance  in  that  region  did  not  have  separate 
rhairn  of  historv. 

If  w(^  fa('e  t\n\  present  conditions  of  historical  work  in  the 
rtiiiith  and  West,  the  (question,  What  could  and  should  be 
donii^  rcholvcH  itself  in  hirge  pirt  into  the  general  question, 
What  are  th<^  moans  by  w^hich  a  subject  which  has  not  yet 
iiu'i.'intii  its  due  share  of  public  attention  or  its  due  place  in 
liw.  i^durational  curriculum  may  be  enabled  to  secure  it? 
In  itiii  rti'ht  place,  like  any  other  ideal  cause,  this  cannot  be 
piuMioti'd  hiit  by  single-minded  devotion  on  the  part  of  the 
.^ludi^nlb  and  t<»achers  of  history.  They  must  be  content  to 
m^i^it  aai'viimtK,  To  be  specific,  they  must  steel  themselves 
Miiiiinftl  llie  blandishments  of  pu})lishers.  Publishers  are 
tunvi-i'  M*nipting  al)le  students  to  write  text-books  and  other 
\iiin\>n  I  hut  |>ay.  By  this  time  there  are  plenty  of  good  text- 
bfif/^rt  tor  almost  all  subjects,  and  hardly  any  real  need  of 
HIMIM-  lie  that  would  advance  the  ideal  interests  of  history 
Ijllj.^f  <iMVole  himself  to  those  kinds  of  work  that  do  not  and 

Im  II*'-  •^'i'-'nid  place,  our  situation  should  inculcate  the  spirit 
1(1  MIMIM'«1  I'ooperation.  Wherever  there  is  much  new  or. 
ilMlM  I  <  hi'^lMririiJ  work  to  i)e  done  there  is  a  strong  tempta- 
ImII  |m  ^ni\>  f'H  individual  credit;  but  the  best  interests  of 
hi  'Im*  \  I  •♦'«  mmI  he  rtiibserved  in  this  way,  by  isolated  achieve- 
Mll  III  rtiHllIn  M»  worki'rs  nmst  work  together  and  constantly 
III  Iji  MM  h  mIIm  I  1  hi''  Ahhociation  itself  and  its  various  activ- 
||||.  mIIhuI  I  «f»'ll''»»l  eJiumples  of  the  value  of  such  coopera- 
II,, I,  lliMi.  |.«.  iIm  .^peiiker  i)eli(»vod,  no  profession  in  the 
Ihilliil  'HmIj-'  III  »^lHih  hiirniony  and  the  sense  of  fellowship 
II,,  ,,,Mit.  iMiH|ihb^  IIhim  iiniohg  the  workers  in  history,  and 
llii.  I  IIm  I  •  mI  IIiI"  MM'  rohfilinil  and  invaluble. 

In  111!"  llili'l  I'I'Mi',  hhiloricul  teachers  and  workers  in  the 
OiHilli  mill  \\  i'"l  MlllinHiiphl  constantly  to  push  for  larger  and 
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ah«>iit  twice  as  largo  an  that  of  the  Auiericari  university  which 
engages  in  graduate  work.     In  university-  college,  or  school 
wt^  are  trj-iiig  to  do  work  like  that  of  the  Ciermans  with 
Sifholly  insufficient  equipment.      Few  persons  appreciate  in 
ihp  leaHt  what  a  profusion  of  books  is  necessary  for  excellent 
itttorical  work  and  teaching.      Here  in   New  Orleans  the 
"oward  Memorial  Library  and  its  librarian,  Mr.  Beer,  have 
kid  all  students  of  Southern  and  Southwestern  history  under 
e  deepest  obligations  by  buildinff  up  an  invaluable  colleetion 
of  lK>oks  and  maps  for  their  use.     This  will  be  more  and  mui'e 
appreciated  as  time  goPH  on.      But  college  lil»rariea  in  the 
South  and  West  are  in  most  cases  wholly  inBuffi<'ient.     Pro- 
iors  of  history  must  not  <;eiu<e  to  agitate  for  better  facilities 
I  thi«  respe<'t.      Tn  jmi'ticular,   the  trust^'c  mind  must  In- 
npressed.     By  a  striking  anomaly  among  the  eduirational 
lstitution.«  of  the  world,  the  typical   Amcrit^an  college  or 
diversity  consists,  as  to  its  government,  of  a  body  of  persons 
fibo  are  relatively  exjierfcs  in  sjwcial  fields,  ruled  over  by  a 
■  of   persons  who  are   relatively  amateurs,      We  must 
M!pt  the  consequences,  and  proceed  to  educate. 
Finally,  the  speaker  briefly  urged  attention  to  the  materials 
tiod  opportunities  which  southern  students  now  had  before 
them,  but  would  not  have  much  longer,  for  depicting  a  van- 
ished social  order.     A   hundred  years  from  now  inquiring 
ftindK  will  Ije  eagerly  seeking  for  knowledge  of  Ameri(»n 
|ftT<?i'y  as  an  actual  institution  and  for  an  understanding  of 
B  social  system  which  was  Iwnnd  up  with  it,  but  now  is  the 
Polden  time  to  collect  the  data,  befoi-e  It  is  too  late. 
i  The  paper  of  Prof.  Lucy  M,  Salmon,  of  Vassar,  dealt  with 
lattors  of  interest  to  teachers  of  history  in  schools  genenitly. 
swell  as  to  those  in  the  South,     She  discussed  in  a  most 
pttertaining and  suggestive  manner  the  problem  of  cultivating 
jr  historical  study  the  pupil's  jiower  of  observation.     Oppor- 
tanKir  for  developing  thisfiicully  is  everywhere  abundant  and 
open  to  everi^  discerning  luifl  inlflligent  teacher.     Historical 
occurreni-es as  well  as  human  iis|iinilions  aix'  plainly  presented 
e  place— names  of  every  region  of  America.     The  archi- 
!  of  every  land,  too,  is  a  solid,  permanent  i-ecord  of  its 
.   of   civilization   and    its   difTerent   phases   of    human 
piought:  thus,  to  the  observant  student  of  history  the  i-vanes- 
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cent  and  ephemenil  .spirit  of  the  passing  centuries  is  seen 
firmly  fastened  in  the  stone,  brick,  and  mortar  of  private 
dwellings  and  public  edifices. 

The  afternoon  session  of  Wednesday  was  taken  up  with 
three  papers  on  European  history.  Prof.  F.  M.  Fling,  of  the 
University  of  Nebmska,  read  a  paper  entitled  **  Louis  XVI, 
Machault,  and  Maurepas," '  in  which  he  examined  the  commonly 
accepted  tradition  that  the  King  began  the  series  of  unfortu- 
nate acts  that  led  to  his  execution  by  selecting  as  his  adviser 
the  frivolous  Maurepas  in  place  of  the  upright  and  sober 
Machault.  According  to  the  common  story,  he  had  origi- 
nally decided  upon  Machault,  but,  yielding  to  the  influence  of 
his  aunt  Adelaide,  he  recalled  the  messenger  and  substituted 
Maure|ms  for  Machault  on  the  envelope.  The  tradition.  Pro- 
fessor Fling  declared,  is  a  mere  legend,  against  the  probability 
of  which  can  f)e  cited,  not  only  written  evidence,  but  the  histor- 
ical setting  and  circumstances  of  the  time.  Maurepas  was  the 
man  that  would  naturally  be  chosen  as  adviser;  Machault  was 
an  impossibility.  The  next  paper,  on ' "  Sermons  as  a  Source  of 
Mediaeval  History/'"  })y  Prof.  C.  II.  Ilaskins,  of  Harvard,  dwelt 
chiefiy  on  the  sermons  preached  at  Paris  in  the  thirteenth 
century,  which  contain  nuich  valuable  material  for  the  history 
of  mediieval  culture.  They  throw  light  on  the  everyday  life 
of  the  time  and  especially  upon  univei'sity  conditions,  touch- 
ing upon  various  aspects  of  academic  methods  and  procedure, 
the  character  of  the  studies  pursued,  and  the  nature  of  the 
examinations.  Dr.  H.  A.  Sill,  of  Cornell  University,  next 
spoke  on  "'Plato  in  Practical  Politics."'  Plato's  political  the- 
ories, Dr.  Sill  maintained,  were  intended  to  lead  to  practical 
results.  He  had  purposed  in  earl>'  life  to  enter  public  serv- 
ice; the  Rrpuhllr  was  ofl'ered  as  a  concrete  programme  of 
attainable  reform;  its  more  polemical  portions  were  directed 
against  imperialistic  democracy  as  well  as  against  the  tvrannies 
represented  by  Dionysius  of  Syracuse.  On  the  death  of 
Dionysius,  Plato  was  called  In'  the  party  of  reform  to  S3'ra- 
cuse  to  give  aid  in  the  establishment  of  a  constitutional  mon- 
archv  and  in  freeing  the  conmumities  subject  to  Syracuse. 
The  attempt  failed,  but  he  still  clung  to  the  hope  of  afl'ecting 
the  policy  of  the  younger  Dionysius.  He  took  no  active  part 
in  the  revolution,  which  resulted  in  nothing  but  confusion. 

n  PubliMhcd  in  the  American  HiKtorical  Review,  October,  1904. 
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ii'tfii,  written  near  the  end  of  Plato'w  life  and  deHignt^cl 
Hent  his  theoriei^  iu  a  form  adupt^d  t^i  ai^^tual  ^^xi^tin^ 
conditions,  was  evidently  composed  in  ii  spirit  of  rcsi^ntttion, 
Ifearin^  witness  nevertheless  to  his  undying  hope  that  hLs 
idi-uls  might  lind  ultinmte  realiiiation. 

The  session  of  Wednesday  evening,  the  third  session  of  a 
>Uiy  filled  with  good  papers  and  interesting  disciwsions,  was 
devoted  to  diploniatic  history.  Pi-of.  F.  J.  Turner,  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  read  the  first  paper,  which  was  a 
valuable  siimtuary  statement  of  the  relations  of  Spain,  Eng- 
land, and  France  in  the  Mississippi  basin  from  17S9  to  1803. 
The  i)in>er  dwelt  on  the  signilicance  of  the  Louisiana  purchase, 
which  gave  to  the  L'nited  States  the  undeniable  eontrol  of  the 
Mississippi  baain.  and  put  an  end  to  a  long  system  of  intriguing 
and  plotting  which  bad  occupied  Fmnce,  Spain,  and  England 
for  many  years.  It  recounted  briefly  the  efforts  of  S[)jiin  to 
secui"e  the  western  country,  the  later  ambition  of  France,  and 
the  hope  ef  England.  The  chief  value  of  the  paper  lay  in  the 
fact  that  it  traced  in  broad  outline  through  the  administrations 
of  Washington  and  Adams  the  course  of  diplomatic  history: 
for  iu  the  twenty  years  succeeding  the  Revolution,  as  through- 
out the  war  itjielf,  diplomatic  effort  and  diplomatic  difliculty 
were  intimately  associated  with  the  great  problem  of  the 
West,  with  American  expansion  and  the  occupation  of  the 
Mii^iissippi  Valley,  for  the  possession  of  which  France  and 
England  had  already  fought  a  long  and  exhausting  war.  The 
[tnper  read  by  Prof,  George  P.  Garrison,  of  the  University  of 
Texa^,  dealt  with  the  annexation  of  Tt^xas,  and,  tliough  the 
title  is  an  old  one,  the  treatment  was  new,  the  whole  Iwing  an 
important  .study  largely  bnsrd  on  hillnrto  unused  documenti<. 
Possibly  the  statement  that  will  iittnut  most  attention  is  that 
the  annexation  movement  was  not  brought  into  being  or  at 
first  stimulated  by  pro-slavery  influences;  that  it  was  the 
natural  product  of  Ameiican  growth,  of  American  expansive 
^P^irit.  The  student  who  has  read  western  history  to  any 
Hnirpose  will  prolwbly  be  easily  convinced  by  Professor  Gar- 
^Beon's  assertions.  Dr.  Jesse  H.  Reeves  gave  an  interesting 
Kitccount  of  the  events  leading  up  to  the  tn^ity  of  Guudalupe- 
llidalgo.  He  told  of  the  appointment  of  Trist  as  commis- 
sioner for  this  critical  negotiation.  Trist  was  a  clerk  in  the 
!<ttit«  Department,  devoid  of  diplomatic  experience  and  with- 
mt  the  diplomatic  temperament,  but  he  was  thought  to  be 
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amply  qualified  to  bring  to  an  end  Polk's  '*  little  war,"  which 
was  intended  to  be  a  lesson  to  the  Mexicans  and  to  furnish  an 
opportunity  to  get  much  land  as  an  indemnity  for  a  little 
trouble.  The  idea  of  sending  a  peace  (Commissioner  to  accom- 
pany the  army  and  seek  a  favorable  opportunity  for  proposing 
peace  was  a  very  unusual  procedure,  which  may  l>e  explained 
by  the  coincidence  that  Santa  Anna,  having  been  permitted 
by  Polk  to  pass  into  Mexico,  had  barely  arrived  at  the  capital 
when  Polk's  overture  for  peace  rejiched  him.  Trist  succeeded 
in  getting  into  sundry  difficulties  w  ith  General  Scott,  in  giving 
untold  annoyance  to  Polk,  who  wanted  California  without  too 
much  fighting  and  without  any  conmiotion,  and  finally,  in 
making  a  treaty,  after  he  was  recalled,  which  was  in  exact 
conformity  with  the  letter  of  his  original  instructions — a 
unique  and  amusing  episode  in  diplomatic  history.  His  cor- 
respondence leads  one  to  believe  that  he  did  this  because  he 
thought  that  Polk  now  wanted  all  of  Mexico  and  that  he  coidd 
throw  on  Polk  the  odium  of  making  excessive  demands  and 
annihilating  Mexico.  A  generation  after  these  events  this 
petulant  diplomat,  who  had  disregarded  the  orders  of  his 
superior  and  made  a  treaty  which  turned  over  an  empire  to 
his  country,  was  paid  by  Congress  for  his  successful  if  for- 
bid. !en  services. 

The  day's  progranune  was  brought  to  an  end  by  an  enter- 
taining talk  by  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Bowen,  who  spoke  of  a 
collection  of  valuable  manuscripts  in  his  possession — the  cor- 
respondence and  diaries  of  Baron  von  Closen  of  Count  de 
Rochambeau's  statt'.  The  i)apers  furnish  important  material 
for  the  studv  of  the  social  conditions  and  militarv  incidents 
of  the  Revolution.  By  the  use  of  a  stereopticon  some  of  the 
more  interesting  l(»tters  and  a  number  of  original  drawings 
by  von  Closen  were  (exhibited,  among  the  drawings  being  a 
sketch  of  Martha  Washington  by  Alexander  Hamilton. 

At  the  Thursday  morning  session,  which,  like  all  the  ses- 
sions of  the  prcvfous  (hiy,  was  held  at  Tulane  Universit}^ 
papers  in  the  geiuMiil  liekl  of  American  liistory  were  read. 
First  on  the  programme^  was  an  important  paper  by  Prof. 
Max  Farrand,  of  Leland  Stanford  University,  on  the  *' Com- 
promises of  the  Constitution.""     Professor  Farrand  showed 


«The  paper  is  published  in  the  present  volume  und  also  in  the  American  Uistorical 
Rcviow  for  April,  1904. 
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that  the  cunont  view  «f  thn  "thi-ee  great  compromises"  of 
the  Constitution  arose  from  a  distortion  of  the  history  of  the 
convention  of  1787  iincler  the  intiiienoe  of  later  controversies. 
The  firMt  and  gi-eatest  coniproniiso  of  the  Constitution  was 
that  which  doterminod  the  eompo^ition  of  the  two  Houses  of 
0>ngrefis,  the  provision  that  thive-tifths  of  the  slaves  should 
lie  counted  and  that  representation  and  direct  taxation  were 
to  be  apportioned  among  the  States  in  proportion  according 
their  respective  numbers  of  populntion  being  only  a  sub- 

nate  part  of  the  first  compromise.     Another  conipi'omise 
the  greatest  importance  related  to  the  method  of  electing 

Executive,  The  compromise  upon  the  slave  trade  and 
tvigation  acts  must  be  classed  with  a  number  of  other  mat- 
ters of  distinctly  lesser  importance,  while  there  are  in  the 
Constitution  many  clauses  which  were  worded  sometimes 
ambiguously  and  always  signiticantly  in  such  a  way  aa  to 
iiiivke  them  of  niucli  importance  as  compromises.  It  was  sug- 
irested  that  the  Constihilion  is  a  more  direct  result  from  the 
■  onditions  during  the  period  of  the  Confederation  and  a  more 
unbroken  development  from  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
themselves  than  is  genemlly  supposed;  and  the  paper  closed 
with  a  plea  for  a  careful  and  unprejudiced  study  of  the  work 
q(  the  co[iVPntian. 

k  In  an  interesting  imper  on  the  Constitutional  Convention  of 
^664  in  Louisiana.  Prof.  .John  R.  Ficklen,  of  Tulane  Univer- 
sity, described  the  eSort  to  form  a  constitution,  the  problems 
that  were  presented  to  the  convention,  and  especially  the 
difficulty  of  dealing  with  negro  suffrage.  Peculiar  interest 
iittAches  lo  this  convention  because  it  was  one  of  the  earUest 
attempts  to  restore  a  seceded  State  to  its  place  in  the  Union; 
bei-ause  it  shows  what  Union  men  within  the  Federal  lines 
wen*  willing  to  do  for  the  negro;  becau.se  the  reconvening  of 
this  convention  in  l8(J(i  is  properly  regarded  as  the  proximate 
cauNe  of  the  severity  of  Congressional  reconstruction  in  the 
South;  and  lastly,  because  the  scheme  devised  for  the  recon- 

tction  of  Louisiana  was  entirely  the  work  of  Abraham 
leuln.     The  result  of  the  convention's  work  was  a  constitu- 
tion containing  every  provision  desired  by  General  Banks, 
and  otherwise  mainly  a  revised  edition  of  the  constitution  of 
1X52.     It  favored  the  uliolition  of  slavery,  and  provided  for 
H.  I^«.  Uh.  6»--Z—v«]  1 3 
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pii>)lic  schools  for  colored  and  white  children,  but  did  not  ex- 
t«Mid  suffnige  to  the  negroes.  The  convention  lasted  seventy- 
eight  days,  adopted  a  constitution  tilling  t<>n  pages,  and  spent 
during  its  delilierations  ^125.000,  of  which  J7l)l  was  for  goblet« 
and  wineglasses,  and  Ji^J>,421.55  was  for  liquors  and  cigars. 
The  next  pajK^r  on  the  progmninie  was  by  Hon.  Peter  J. 
Hamilton,  of  Mobile.  It  gave  an  outline  of  the  history  of 
West  Florida  from  1 708  to  17S1.  The  last  paper  of  the  morn- 
ing was  on  "Popular  Sovereignty  and  the  Development  of 
the  West/'  by  Prof.  Allen  Johnson,  of  Iowa  College.  The 
paper  was  substantially  a  study  of  Stephen  A.  Doughis  and 
the  Kansjis-Nel)mska  Act.  The  argument  was  in  brief  as  fol- 
lows: Neither  Douglas  nor  any  other  sttitesman  invented  the 
doctrine  of  '"s(juattcr  sovereignty."  The  right  of  the  people 
to  r(»gulatc  their  own  domestic  concerns  was  already  a  part  of 
the  political  creed  of  west(M-n  dcmocrac}-.  Douglas,  always 
an  advocate  of  territorial  expansion,  sought  to  give  it  wider 
application  in  the  new  Territi)ries.  He  is  not,  therefore,  to  be 
regarded  as  a  tool  of  the  slave  power.  The  Kansas-Nebraska 
Act  was  the  outcome^  of  repeated  (efforts  through  ten  years  to 
secure  the  organization  of  the  Teiritory  of  Nebraska.  His 
chief  concern  was  the  d(»v(»Iopment  of  the  farther  AVest,  so 
that  our  Pacific  posscvssions  might  be  brought  into  vital  con- 
nection with  the  commonwealths  of  the  Mississippi  Valley. 
The  Kansas-Nebraska  Act  was  not  planned  before  the  Thirty- 
third  Congress  as  a  political  coup.  Douglas  believed  that  by 
repealing  the  Missouri  Compromise  in  favor  of  the  principle 
of  '•popular  sovereignty"  he  was  making  an  apparent  but  not 
an  actual  concession  to  the  South.  He  did  not  expect  that 
even  Kansas  would  become  slave  ti^.rritorv. 

The  last  session  of  the  Assoi'iation  was  held  in  connection 
with  the  Economic  Association,  the  subject  of  discussion  l>eing 
the  relation  of  sociology  to  history  and  economics.  There 
was  much  sober  statenu»nt,  considerabh*  assertion,  and  a  good 
deal  of  amia})le  recrimination.  The  debate  was  not  without 
interest,  })ut  the  residuum  of  conviction  was  negligible.  The 
sociologists  complained  that  history  is  unscientific,  if  not 
meaningless.  Thi^  historian  answen^l  that  facts  are  facts, 
even  if  sound  generalizations  are  not  dmwn  from  them,  and 
they  denounced  the  modern  notion  that  knowU»dge  is  not 
knowledge  if  it  is  not  obtained,  classitied,  and  labeled  accord- 
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_  r  to  the  deiimnd^  of  the  student  of  physical  scicmv.  Thr 
sociologists,  the  hti^toriun  siipgcsted,  may  draw  as  munv  cob- 
clusioiis  as  they  see  tit  and  torture  facts  to  suit  as  many  hypo- 
thcweii  as  they  choose,  hut  they  ought  not  to  be  deluded  into 
tLe  supposition  that  their  work  is  historical. 

The  opening  paper  was  by  Prof.  F.  H.  (Jiddings,  of  Ooluiit- 
l)ia,  who  said  that  he  conceives  of  sociology  as  a  study  of  the 
general  forms  of  social  phenomena  and  the  general  causes 
operative  in  socioty;  while  statistics,  history,  and  ethnogra- 
phy are  studies  of  conci-ote  so<-ial  relations  or  occurrenees  in 
tlie  present,  the  recoi-ded  past,  and  the  unrecoi-ded  develop- 
nient  of  man  liefore  history,  properly  so  called,  l>egins.  He 
developed  at  some  length  his  conception  of  sociology  as  a 
theory  of  social  causation.  Those  philosophies  of  history  that 
are  metaphysical  were  set  aside  as  practically  valueless,  and 
those  materialistic  theoriejn,  like  Montesquieu's  and  Buckle's, 
which  try  to  explain  social  changes  in  terms  of  the  direct 
artion  of  the  physical  environment  upon  the  human  mind, 
werp  likewise  inadequate.  The  real  key  to  the  explanation 
of  s<)ri!il  evolution  is  found  in  those  characteristirs  of  the 
physical  environment  which  determine  the  ethnic  and  the 
psychological  composition  of  a  population  through  the  pro- 
nessps  of  migration,  including  emigration  and  immigration.  In 
conclu.^ion  the  speaker  called  utteutiim  to  sotue  of  the  relations 
of  this  composition  of  a  people  to  the  possilulities  of  Uheral- 
isin  and  democracy  in  their  soi-ial  organization.  Professor 
(tiddings  was  followed  by  Prof.  Albion  W,  Small,  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago,  who  contended  that  the  historians,  in  spite 
of  all  their  rejoicing  over  a  new  ei-a,  have  not  as  yet  found 
the  social  viewpoint.  They  spend  all  their  time  in  indexing 
dreary,  profitless  details  about  inconsequential  folk,  in  devel- 
oping their  technical  skill  for  the  discovery  of  insignificant 
objects,  in  learning  so  much  about  how  to  investigate  that 
they  have  forgotten  what  is  worth  investigation.  Prof. 
Cbarle.s  H.  Ciatley,  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  in  discos- 
>ing  the  jNtper,  said  that  there  are  three  ways  of  thinking 
khuut  the  nature  of  history  as  regards  cause  and  effect,  viz, 

t>  mate  rial  istic,  the  idealistic,  and  the  organic;  that  of  these 
last   was  the  right  way,  and  that  it  had  not  ln^en  sutil- 

aitlj'  emphasized  by  the  .speaker.  Prof,  ^ieorge  L.  Burr, 
a  very  intei'csting  criticism  of  Professor  Gid- 
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(liii^s's  ji8sertio!hs,  loiitcnded  that  the  grievance  of  which  Pro- 
fessor (liddings  complained  Is  only  that  the  word  history 
has  never  meant  what  he  would  now  make  it  mean.  The 
theme  of  history  has  indeed  }>een,  not  generalizations,  but  the 
lives  and  deeds  of  individuals — individual  men,  individual 
peoples,  individual  states,  individual  civilizations.  Its  method 
has  been,  not  biologic,  l)ut  biogniphic.  Its  prime  aim,  how- 
ever o})Scured  now  and  then  by  the  prepossessions,  theologic 
or  sociologies  of  the  historian,  has  always  l>een,  in  the  simple 
phrase  of  Ranke,  to  learn  and  to  tell  </vV  <^  eUjentUeh  geicesen. 
History  may  possibly  not  be  scientific.  It  is  not  the  sciences 
alone  that  have  a  right  to  their  names  and  to  their  fields.  If 
historv  is  not  a  science  of  societv,  it  is  more;  it  is  societv,  it 
is  travel,  acniuaintance,  experience,  life. 

Prof.  AVillis  M.  West,  of  the  University  of  Minnesota,  in 
his  comments  on  the  paper,  remarked  on  the  readiness  of  the 
sociologists  to  rush  in  where  historians  decline  to  spin  cob- 
webs. The  historian,  in  close  touch  with  complex  facts, 
denies  the  possif)ility  of  capping  social  life  with  a  formula. 
The  sociologist,  with  commendable*  confidence,  calls  out, 
''Then  bring  me  your  facts  and  I  will  tell  you  what  they 
mean.''  "But  there  will  i)e  no  such  quaint  division  of  labor. 
So  far  as  historv  can  be  explained,  the  historian  means  to  ex- 
plain it  himself;  and  he  fe(»Is  as  competent  to  do  so  as  any  one 
can  be  who  does  not  studv  it.  The  remarks  of  Professor 
Kmerton,  of  Harvard,  were  in  substantial  accord  with  the 
arguments  of  the  other  historians.  *'I  can  not  help  think- 
ing,'Mie  said  in  conclusion,  "'that  under  the  seductive  name 
of  sociology  we  are  Ikm'c  meeting  once  more  the  ghost  of  our 
ancient  enemy,  the  philosophy  of  history.  I  am  far  from 
denying  that  there  is  a  great  variety  of  human  facts  that  can 
be  studied  in  themsi^lves  and  in  their  manifold  relations  with 
much  profit  to  our  day,  and  in  so  far  as  it  is  the  work  of 
sociologists  to  gather  and  marshal  these  facts  in  usable  form, 
it  is  worth  while  to  enrich  our  vocai)ularv  bv  this  one  more 
word  of  classification.  But  if  sociology  is  to  spend  its  ener- 
gies in  concocting  schemes  of  philosophy  to  explain  the  past 
and  in  ever  so  slight  a  degree  to  predict  the  future,  then  the 
s(K)ner  it  is  resolved  into  its  constituent  parts  and  dropped 
from  the  schedules  of  our  institutions  of  learning,  the  better.-' 
Dr.  Lester  F.  Ward,  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  said  that 


^H|e  difference  between  sociology  and  bUtorv  ir-  that  sociolngv 
^K  science,  while  history  is  not.  Sociology  in  tmsed  on  a  train 
^B[  caustition ;  historj-  on  a  train  of  faetw.  History  he  declared 
Hn  )>e  an  agreeaiile  occupation  and  a  pleasant  pai^tinic. 

The  business  meeting  of  the  AsHociation,  which  was  held 
Thursday  afternoon,  was  as  usual  not  the  leant  interesting  of 
the  sessionri.  Dr.  James  Ford  Khodes  presided.  The  corre- 
londing  secretary  gave  the  report  of  the  council,  spoke  gen- 
tiiy  of  the  business  that  liad  been  transacted,  and  said  that 
e  council  had  decided  that  in  the  future  the  niemt>ers  of  the 
MociatioD  should  he  consulted  more  generally  than  in  the 
t  concerning  the  election  of  officers,  and  that  blanks  would 
B  sent  out  upon  wbieh  members  might  suggest  their  choices 
:  officers  and  make  any  other  suggestions  concernintr  the 
trk  of  the  Association.  Following  a  recommendation  of 
council,  the  Asso<;iation  voted  to  discontinue  the  Church 
Istory  ISection;  the  roa.soii  for  this  step  is  simply  that  the 
(rk  of  the  Association  is  so  broad  and  inclusive  that  there  is 
I  Deed  nf  separating  church  history  and  distinguishing  it 
lom  other  fields  of  historical  study.  This  action  was  in 
lord  with  a  report  made  by  a  coraniitteo  composed  of  Prof, 
nuel  Macauley  Jackson,  Prof.  (Jeorge  P.  Fisher,  and  Prof, 
f  illiara  A.  Dunning,  who  had  been  asked  b\'  the  council  in 
2  to  get  the  opinions  of  members  interested  in  church  liis- 
y,  con.iider  the  question  of  the  continuance  of  the  section. 
i  investigate  the  advisability  of  taking  such  action.  Doctor 
111.  the  ti-easurer,  in  giving  his  report  for  the  year,  was 
tabled  to  say  that  in  .spite  of  increasing  expenses  the  funds 
i  the  Aiisociation  had  grown  during  the  year.  The  total 
^ipts  were  f'7,'-20i.i)2  and  the  net  gain  $7:-i6.4!l.  The  num- 
r  of  memliei-s  on  the  rolls  last  year  was  2,070.  The  assets 
|the  As-socialion  now  amount  to  something  over  $21,(»0(l. 
■The  most  interesting  and  significant  new  departure  was  the 
Mblixhment  of  a  Pacitic  Coojst  Branch  of  the  Association. 
!be  constitution  of  this  new  organization  and  the  terms  of  its 
iMationshipto  thegenonil  organization  are  simple.  Members 
1  the  American  Historical  Association  residing  in  States 
loHy  or  in  part  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  may,  if  they 
b  desire,  \>e  enrolled  as  membei's  of  the  Pacific  Bmnch;  other 
lersons  desiring  memlx'rship  may  become  meraliers,  if 
p()roved  Ijy  the  executive  committee,  by  paying  the  ordinary 
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dues  to  tbo  treasurer  of  the  geneml  Association.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  Paoitic  Branch  or  a  delegate  is  entitled  to  attend 
the  meetings  of  the  executive  council  of  the  American  His- 
torical Association,  from  whose  treasuiy  is  to  be  paid  a 
reasonable  sum  for  clerical  expenses  of  the  yearly  meetings 
of  the  Pacitic  Branch.  An  account  of  these  meetings  and  the 
papers  deemed  suitable  for  inclusion  in  the  reports  of  the 
Association  are  entitled  to  be  printed. 

Prof.  E.  G.  I^ourne,  chairman  of  the  Historical  Manuscripts 
Commission,  in  reporting  on  its  work,  called  attention  to  the 
recent  publication  of  the  Chase  Papers  and  to  the  dispatches 
of  the  French  ministers  in  this  country  l>etween  1795  and 
1798  edited  b^-  Prof.  F.  J.  Turner  for  the  pi*esent  volume. 
In  addition  the  commission  has  in  contemplation  the  publica- 
tion of  documents  bearing  on  the  diplomatic  history  of  the 
Republic  of  Texas,  some  15,(H)0  manuscript  pages,  opening  up 
the  important  and  interesting  history  of  the  relations  of  Texas 
with  the  United  States,  (Jreat  Britain,  and  France.  The 
editorial  work  is  in  the  hands  of  Prof.  George  P.  Garrison. 
The  commission,  Mr.  Bourne  reported,  are  planning  to  print 
and  distribute  a  short  set  of  rules  or  instructions  for  the 
transcription  and  publication  of  historical  manuscripts.  For 
the  Public  Archives  Commission,  its  chairman.  Prof.  Herman 
V.  Ames,  reported  considerable  progress  during  the  past  year. 
The  field  of  investigation  is  now  so  extended  that  the  commis- 
sion is  represented  in  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  States.  It 
is  expected  that  the  publications  of  the  Association  for  1903 
will  contain  reports  from  at  least  six  States — Rhode  Island, 
New  Jersey,  Virginia,  Georgia,  Texas,  and  Colorado.  In 
addition  to  their  othcn*  work,  representHtives  of  the  commis- 
sion have  t4iken  the  initiative  in  securing  legislation  for  the 
better  supervision  of  the  archives  of  Pennsylvania  and  have 
begun  work  for  a  similar  purpose  in  New  York. 

For  the  board  of  editors  of  the  American  UiHUnncul  Revleic 
Prof.  George  B.  Adams  spoko  chiefly  of  the  fact  that  the 
office  of  the  managing  editor  of  the  litvujc  is  now  in  Wash- 
ington. Prof.  A.  C.  McLaughlin,  in  supplementing  the 
report  of  "Professor  Adams,  gave  a  short  statement  concern- 
ing the  relationship  of  the  Rrririr  to  the  Carnegie  Institu- 
tion, saying  that  while  there  is  no  definite  agreement,  the 
indefinite  understanding  is  that  the  managing  editor  will  be 
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the  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Historical  Research  established 
by  the  trustees  of  the  Carnegie  Institution.     He  also  referred 
to  the  contemplated  work  of  the  Bureau  of  Research.     The 
eomiiiittee  on  the  Justin  Winsor  prize  reported  through  its 
acting  chairman,  Prof.  Charles  H.  Hull,  of  Cornell,  that  the 
prize   for  the  year  1903   had  been  awarded  to  Dr.  Louise 
Phelps    Kellogg,  of   Madison,   Wis.,    for  a   monograph   on 
*^Thc  American  Colonial  Charter:  A  Study  of  its  Relation  to 
English  Administration.'"^     Following  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee,  the  Ass(x»iation  voted  to  offer  a  prize  for 
the  l>est  essay  on  European  history,  the  sum  awarded  to  be 
charged  to  the  Adams  fund  and  the  prize  to  be  called  the 
Herbert    Baxter    Adams    prize.     Resolutions   were    passed 
thanking  the  hosts  of  the  Association  in  New  Orleans  for 
their  courtesies.     The  life  and  services  of  Gen.  Edward  Mc- 
Cradj^  who  held  at  the  time  of  his  death  the  office  of  second 
vice-pre>jident  in  the  Association,  were  appropriately  recog- 
nized in  resolutions  of  sorrow  and  resp(»ct.     The  Association 
voted  to  meet  next  year  in  Chicago  and  expressed  its  expec- 
tation of  meeting  in  1905  in  Ifeltimore  and  Washington  and 
in  1906  in  Providence. 

The  following  list  includes  the  names  of  members  who 
registered  at  the  headquarters  at  the  St.  Charles  Hotel  during 
the  meeting: 

Katherine  M.  Abl>ott,  Lowell,  Maws, 
(ieorge  B.  Aclams,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
C.  H.  Ames,  Boston,  Mas^. 
Herman  V.  Ames,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Frank  Maloy  Amlerson,  MinneaiH)lis,  Minn. 
Mary  A.  Averill,  Sprin>^fi(»M,  Mass. 
Kendrick  C.  Bal)cock,  Tucson,  Ariz. 
Helen  Baldwin,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
H.  H.  Barger,  Knox vi He,  Ark. 
Eugene  C.  Barker,  Austin,  Tex. 
C.  L.  Barstow,  New  York  City. 
Carl.  L.  Becker,  I^wrence,  Kans. 
Lizzie  L.  Bh)omstein,  Xasli villi*,  Tenn. 
Herbert  Kngene  Bolton,  Austin,  Tex. 
Wward  G.  Bourne,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Clarence  W.  Bowen,  New  York  City. 
Rlith  C.  Bramhall,  Rockfonl,  III. 
Edmund  C.  Burnett,  Macon,  (Ja. 
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40  AMERICAN    HISTORICAL    ASSOCIATION, 

GeoTve  1^.  Burr,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

J.  Morton  Callahan,  Morgantown,  W.  Va. 

Caroline  A.  Carpenter,  Aubumdale,  Ma»<. 

ArchiljaUl  Cary  Coolidjre,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Mr.  an<l  Mrs.  IVloraine  P.  Corey,  Maiden,  Mass. 

Frances  E.  Davenjjort,  Chicago,  III. 

A.  McF.  Davis,  Canibridj^e,  Ma.«s. 

Horace  Davis,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Jennie  M.  Davis,  New  York  Citv. 

William  K.  Dodd,  Ashland,  Va. 

William  A.  Dunning,  New  Y'ork  City. 

(ieorge  M.  Dutcher,  Mid<lleton,  Conn. 

Eloise  EUery,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 

Ephraim  Emerton,  Cambri<lge,  Mass. 

William  Fairley,  Bn)oklyn,  N.  Y. 

H€»nry  W.  Famam,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Max  Farrand,  Stanfonl  University,  Cal. 

Fred  Morrow  Fling,  Lincoln,  Nebr. 

Worthington  C.  Ford,  Washington,  I).  C. 

George  L.  Fox,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Sarah  M.  (lallaher,  Birmingham,  Pa. 

George  P.  (iarrison,  Austin,  Tex. 

Emily  L.  Graham,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

John  H.  Gray,  Evanston,  III. 

Lyman' B.  Hall,  Ol)erlin,  Ohio. 

Peter  J.  Hamilton,  Mobile,  Ala. 

An)ert  Bushnell  Hart,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

E.  T.  Hartman,  Boston,  Mass. 
Charles  H.  Haskins,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
(Jeorge  H.  Haynes,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Ripley  Hitchcock,  New  York  City. 

F.  H.  Hodder,  J^wrence,  Kans. 
Charles  H.  Hull,  Jthaca,  N.  Y. 
Joseph  Holt  Igleliart,  Evansville,  Ind. 
George  lies.  New  Y'ork  City. 

Samuel  Macauley  Jackson,  New  Y'ork  City. 
J.  A.  James,  Evanston,  111. 
J.  Franklin  Jameson,  Chicago,  111. 
Marcus  M.  Jernegan,  Chicago,  111. 
Allen  Johnson,  (irinnell,  Iowa. 
Henry  Johnson,  Charleston,  111. 
Lilian  W.  Johnson,  Knoxville,  Teim. 
Winifred  Johnson,  Ciipe  (iirardeau,  Mo. 
Elizabeth  Gallowav  Kane,  Waterburv,  Conn. 
Margaret  K.  Kollock,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
C.  S.  Larzelere,  Mount  Pleasant,  Mich. 
John  H.  I^tanc,  Lexington,  Va. 
Florence  E.  T>eadbett(T,  Boston,  Miu»s. 
Maud  (f.  Ivcadbetter,  Boston,  Mass. 
Isidor  Ix)eb,  Columl)ia.  Mo. 
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Kninia  J.  I^3ng8tn»th,  Pliiladelphia,  Pa. 

Hendrik  Willein  van  Ix)()n,  Gambridj^e,  Mass. 

Walter  K.  McC'aleb,  New  York  City. 

C.'W.  Macfarlano,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

A.  C.  McLaughlin,  Washington,  I).  C. 

John  Bach  McMaster,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

C.  ¥j.  Merriani,  Chicago,  111. 

Daniel  Merriman,  Boston,  Mass. 

Roger  B.  Merriman,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Maj.  D.A.Mills,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 

James  E.  Mitchell,  Alma,  Mich. 

Frederick  W.  Moore,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Jenny  H.  Morrill,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Julia  Swift  Orvis,  Wellesley,  Mass. 

Thomas  M.  Owen,  Montgomery,  Ala. 

Frederick  L.  Paxson,  Boulder,  Colo. 

Paul  S.  Peirce,  Iowa  City,  Iowa. 

R.  W.  Perkins,  New  Orleans,  La. 

(reorge  Petrie,  Auburn,  Ala. 

Ulrich  B.  Phillips,  Madison,  Wis. 

Helen  Gertrude  Preston,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Rutli  Putnam,  New  York  City. 

C.  H.  Rammelkamp,  Jacksonville,  IV 

E.  O.  Randall,  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Jesse  S.  Reeves,  Richmond,  Ind. 
Paul  S.  Reinsch,  Madison,  Wis. 
James  Ford  Rhodes,  Boston,  Mass. 
Franklin  L.  Rilev,  Universitv,  Miss. 
Dunbar  Rowland,  Jackson,  Miss. 
Lucy  M.  Salmon,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 

F.  A.  Sampson,  Columbia,  Mo. 
William  A.  Schaper,  MinneaiH)lii?,  Minn. 
George  Winfield  Scott,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Hugh  M.  Scott,  Chicago,  111. 

J.  H.  Sears,  New  York  City. 

Edwin  R.  A.  Seligman,  New  York  City. 

W.  R.  Shepherd,  New  York  City. 

W.  H.  Siebert,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

H.  A.  Sill,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Annie  M.  L.  Sioussat,  Baltimore,  Md. 

St.  (reorge  L.  Sioussat,  Northampton,  Mass. 

Albion  W.  Small,  Chicago,  111. 

Dora  E.  Smith,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Thecxlure  Clarke  Smith,  Williamstown,  Mass. 

Edwin  Erie  Sparkj^,  Chicat^o,  111. 

Henry  C.  Stanclift,  Mt.  Venum,  Iowa. 

H.  Morse  Stephens,  Berkeley,  Cal. 

James  Sullivan,  New  York  City. 

Phel)eT.  Sutliff,  Warren,  Ohio. 

David  Y.  Thomas,  Conwav,  Ark. 
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C.  Mildrecl  Thoinpeon,  Atlanta,  <ia. 

James  We«tfall  Thoini>scm,  Chioajjo,  III. 

R.  G.  Thwaitej*,  Madison,  Win. 

Nonnan  M.  Trenholnio,  Columbia,  Mo. 

Fre<lerick  J.  Turner,  Madison,  Win. 

John  Martin  Vincent,  Baltimore,  Md. 

(i.  O.  Virtue,  Winona,  Minn. 

WilliHton  Walker,  New  Haven,  0>nn. 

J.  K.  Wamsley,  Jack8*)n,  Miss. 

Maj.  B.  R.  Wanl,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 

Joseph  Parker  Warren,  Chicaj^o,  111. 

Jenny  C.  Watts,  Camhridjre,  Mass. 

U.  G.  Weatherly,  Bloominjrton,  Jnd. 

Frederick  Latimer  Wells,  Chit^j^o,  HI.     * 

W.  M.  W^est,  Minneai)olis,  Minn. 

William  Craig  Wilcox,  Iowa  City,  Jowa. 

Arthur  H.  Wilde,  Pivanston,  111. 

Henry  Willis,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

\V.  W.  Willoughby,  Baltimore,  Md. 

E.  W.  Winkler,  Austin,  Tex. 

George  Parker  Winship,  Providence,  R.  I. 

James  All)ert  WrKKllmm,  Bloomington,  In<l. 


The  American  IliMorirnl  Aiworiailon  in  acrouid  with  Clarence  W,  Boxcni, 

tr  ensure)'. 


iy03. 


I»K. 

To  imid  treasurer's  clerk  hire,  etc.,  vouchers  2,  17,  41,  59, 90,  101, 129, 

139 

secretary's  clerk  hire,  et<*.,  vouchers  5,  44.  48.  85.  103.  120 

correspondlnsr  R<*cretary'8  expenses,  vouchers  16,  30,  39,  40, 

12:^.  l:U,  VX\  WMj 

postage  aiul  stallonerv.  trea.Mirerand  secretary,  vouchers  1, 

20.  :«,  75.  7r.,  95.  %,  100.  107,121 

AmericHn  Historical  Review,  vouchers  3,  6.9,  18,  19,  21,  23, 

24.  '27.  28.  34,  36,  ;iM,  43.  45.  46,  47,  51,  52,  55,  .58.  60,  63,  66,  70, 

72.  74.  80.  81,  8;^.  91.97.  98,  99,  102,  106.  108.  138 

Piiblic  Archives  Commission,  vouchers  8, 12.  22, 25,29,  37, 69, 

7H,  113.  114.  li:>.  116.  117,  118,  124.  1*26 

Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  vouchers  11, 13,  15,  3*2, 

64.  r»5,  (is.  71.  ^3 

Winsor  Prize  Committee,  vouchers  14.  50.  67,  119 

general  committee,  vouchers  56,  57,  i*6,  87,  111,  112,  137 

account  tinntuil  rei:K)rt  1901.  vouchers  10,  26,  62 

account  annual  report  1902,  vouchers  77,  88 

printing  1903  catalogue,  vouchers  49.  53,  79 

expenses  ei^^htecnth  annual  meeting,  voucher  4 

expenses  nineteenth  anntuil  meeting,  vouchers  89, 109, 126, 

131 

ex|x»nscs  executive  council,  vouchers  120, 122, 1*28. 130, 133. . . 
engraving  certiti<'ates.  vouchers  7.  31,  61.  82,  92, 104.  105, 132.. 
bank  collection  charges,  vouchers  ;i5.  42. 54.73. 84. 94, 110, 127. 

balance  <>ash  on  haiul,  in  National  Park  Bank 

balance  cash  on  hand,  in  I'niteti  States  Trust  Co 


Total  receipts.  1903 $19,204.02 

Less  sjilf  of  lx)nd  and  mortgage 12. 000. 00 


S194.25 
352. 4U 

50.60 

150.70 

3, 947.  CO 

500.00 

398.84 
]:)2.26 
94.23 
81.25 
40.95 
118.84 
•27.70 

126.46 

137.34 

9.75 

8.02 

•2,940.07 

1*2,177.67 

•21,488.23 


Nelrecelpt'* , '    7.204.02 

6,370.59 


I  Total  disbursements,  1903 

Excess  of  receipts  over  disbursements 


h33.43 


PROCEEDINGS   OF    ANNUAL   MEETING.  43 

Tike  American  Wuftoricnl  AMsocUUion  In  account  vnth  Clarence  W,  Bowen^ 

treajnirer — Continued. 


1902. 
Doi».  26     By  balance  cash  on  hand $2,194.21 

1903. 

Deo.  24     By  1.907}  annual  dues,  at  S3 * 5,722.00 

1  annual  dues,  at 3. 05 

10  annual  dues,  at  $3.10 31. 00 

1  annual  dues,  at 3.  ^ 

12  life  memberships,  at  $50 600. 00 

Sale**  of  publications 100. 60 

Royalty  on  The  Study  of  History  in  ScliooU 19. 00 

Dividends  on  bank:  stock :  40. 00 

Interest  on  bond  and  mortgage 602. 67 

Interest  on  Herbert  B.  Adams  fund 172. 55 

8ale  of  bond  and  mortgage — '12, 000. 00 

21,488.28 


By  balance  cash  on  hand 15, 117. 64 


The  aitfiCts  of  the  Association  are: 
Bank  stock,  ft  shares  American  Exchange  National  Bank,  New  York,  at  $210...  $1,050.00 

Cash  on  hand 15, 117. 64 

Accrued  interest  on  certificate  of  deposit 130. 96 

Herbert  B.  Adams  legacy $1,87.'>.  00 

Accrued  interest 60. 11 

4,985.11 


Total .\  21,233.70 

An  incr«use  during  the  year  of 736. 49 

Respectfully  submitte<l. 

Clark.nce  W.  Bowen,  Treasurer. 

New  York,  Deranber  «4,  190S. 
AnditCHi  and  found  correct. 

W.  W.  Howe, 
Horace  Davis, 

Auditing  Committee. 

PRESENT   ACTIVITIES   OF   THE    ASSOCIATION. 

The  following  list  enumerates  tlie  present  leading:  activities  of  the  Amer- 
ican Historical  Af^sociatioii: 

( 1 )  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  held  during  the  Christmas 
holidays  in  the  East  or  the  West  or  the  District  of  C'olumhia  in  triennial 
snccession. 

(2)  The  annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  Association  concerning  the 
annual  meeting  and  its  proceedings,  with  the  papers,  hibliographies,  and 
other  historical  materials  8ubinitt(*<l  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Smith- 
gonian  Institution  for  publication  by  Congress. 

(.S)  The  preservation  of  historical  exchanges,  books,  pamphlets,  reports, 
and  fiapersof  the  Association  in  th(*  National  Museum  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
in  the  kc^eping  of  Mr.  A.  Howard  Clark,  secretary  of  the  Association  and 
curator  of  the  historical  collections. 

(4)  The  Historical  Manuscripts  Commission  of  sixmeml)ers,  established 
in  1895,  and  now  receiving  from  the  As.«ociation  a  subsidy  of  $500  a  year 
for  the  collection  and  editing  of  important  manuscripts;  Prof.  E<lward  G. 
Bourne,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  chairman. 

(5)  Tlie  Public  Archives  Commis.sion,  established  in  1899,  for  investi- 
gating the  public  archives  of  ♦he  several  States  and  of  the  Cniteil  States, 
and  now  rec'eiving  a  suljsidy  of  ?5(  0  a  year  for  the  exi)enses  incident  to 
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preparing  ite  reports;  l^«-of.  Tlerinan  V.  Amen,  of  the  FniverBity  of  Penn- 
sylvania, chairman. 

(6)  The  coiuniittee  on  publitrations,  to  pass  upon  papers  and  uionographH 
BubmitttMl  to  the  A«HOfiation  for  publication;  Prof,  (ieorge  W.  Knight,  of 
the  Ohif>  State  rniversity,  chairman. 

(7)  The  conmiittee  on  bil)liograpliy,  to  advise  the  executive  council  and 
to  (xx'iperate  with  the  American  Library  Ansociation  upon  matters  of  biblio- 
graphical interest;  Dr.  Ernest  C.  Richanlson,  of  IVinceton  I'niveraity, 
chairman. 

(8)  A  general  committee,  rt»presenting  the  local  interests  of  the  Associa- 
tion; Prof.  Henry  E.  Bourne,  of  Western  Reserve  University,  chairman. 

(9)  The  "Justin  Winsor  prize'*  of  $10()  for  the  best  unpublishe<i  mono- 
graj)hic  work  base<l  upon  original  investigation  in  American  history;  Prof. 
Charles  M.  An<lrews,  Bryn  Maw  r  College,  chairman  of  the  committee. 

10.  The  American  Historical  Review,  published  quarterly,  and  subn- 
dize<l  by  the  American  Historical  Association,  whose  executive  <*ouncil 
elects  the  board  of  tnlitors;  Prof.  A.  C.  McLaughlin,  of  the  L^niversity  of 
Michigan,  managing  editor. 

(11)  A  series  of  reprints  of  the  chief  original  narratives  of  early  Amer- 
ican history,  published  by  authority  of  the  Association;  Prof.  J.  Franklin 
Jameson,  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  general  editor. 

(12)  The  *'Herl>ert  iiaxter  Adams  prize"  for  the  best  monograph  in 
the  lield  of  Euroix?an  history.  This  prize  has  been  established  from  the 
income  of  the  Adams  be(|uest,  but  the  conditions  of  award  have  not  yet 
been  determined;  Prof.  Charles  Gross,  Har^•ard  University,  chairman  of 
the  committee. 


MlNrXES  OF  THE  BUSINESS  MEETING  OF  THE  AMERICAN 
lllf!TORICAL.\fi80CIATI0S.  HELD  AT  THE  NEW  ST.  CHaKI.P^S 
HOTEL,  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA.,  AT  3.30  P.  M.,  DECEMBER31,  1903. 

EX'PlreeiiJent  Rhodei  in  tlie  I'hiLir.     In  llit-  nbsi-nL-e  ul  the  Heurelary  lile 

K  pcriormwl  liy  the  (^tirresptinilitiK  aecretnry. 
n  liehalf  of  the  council  the  (wrrespoiidins  serretary  reportiiJ  that  the 
til  had  held  a  meeting  iil  Sew  York,  Niiveniber  27,  1903,  anii  three 
.t  New  Orleans,  De<«mber  3^:11,  190.1,  and  that  at  the»e  meel- 
I  reports  of  the  variouH  etanding  imniiiit1e<»  and  commiBKioitfi  had 
1  preiwntcd  and  canBidered  and  the  ueiial  appropriations  made  for  the 
n  of  their  work  for  the  comini;  year.  The  council  Hubmitted 
tn  tl)c  Affiociation  a  retiommendation  in  favor  of  di»eon tinning  the  Church 
Hirtifry  Section  of  the  Aieociation,  in  ai'cordance  with  a  report  lo  this 
effect  made  by  a  commitlee  coneisting  of  Dr.  Samuel  Macaulay  Jackson, 
Dr.  George  P.  Fisher,  and  Prof.  William  A.  Dunning,  appointeil  by  the 
i-oimcil  November  28,  1902.  Dr.  Jackran  explained  to  theAasociution  the 
difficulties  Willi  which  the  Cliurch  History  Beilion  liad  had  to  contend 
and  the  desire  for  its  discoDtinitance  on  the  part  of  a  majority  of  thrjKe 
meiiilierB  of  the  former  American  Society  (orChureliHiBtory  wliorcMiwnded 
ii>  the  committee's  inquiries.  It  waa  v<ited  hy  the  Ae^ociation  that  the 
Church  History  SectJun  be  diacontinueil, 

The  council  also  recommend  the  orKanlxation  of  a  Pacific  Coast  Branch 
"f  the  Aiiieri'»u  Historieal  Atsocialion  ojjon  the  following  terms,  which 
were  approve"!  by  the  Aasodation; 

■'Whereas  it  has  been  proposed  that  a  branch  ot  the  American  Histor- 
ktl  Association  be  organized,  to  lie  known  as  the  Pacific  Coast  Branch, 
tnd  that  the  constitution  of  Bald  brunch  lie  in  form  a?  follows: 


the 


"I.  The  iisnie  of  this  organi/atiim  shall  In-  the  Pacillr  Ooa-t  Branch  ol 
B  .Kmerican  Historical  Association. 

"II.   lU  object.-i  i^hall  lie  the  ailvancement  of  the  interests  of  the  Ameri- 
n  Hiiitiirical  Association,  and  the  promotion  of  historical  studies 
IciQr.  coasL 

"III.  Meml>erB  of  Ihe  American  Historical  Aesoiuation  reaiiling  in  States 
irliich  lie  wholly  or  in  part  west  i>f  the  Rocky  Mountains  who  sodesire 
■hall  be  ipeo  facto  members  of  the  Pacilic  CoaMt  Branch.  Any  other  jter- 
_»n  in  the  r^ion  bo  defitjed  may,  it  approved  by  tlieexei:utive  committee, 
E  a  member  of  the  Pacific  Cfiast  Branch,  hy  jwying  f3  lo  the  treas- 
f  the  American  Historical  A>*oi'iation;  and  ufler  the  first  year  may 
mber  by  paying  an  annual  fee  n(  $i).  fin  pavitieiit  of  l>50, 
h  penoDS  mav  become  life  members,  exempt  froui  fees. 
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Society  and  it«  president,  Prof.  Alc^  Fortier.  The  reception  graciously 
tendered  by  Mn?.  T.  (i.  Rifhanlson,  the  Muoker  given  by  the  Round  Table 
Club,  and  the  opening  of  the  Round  Table  Club,  the  Boston  Club,  and  the 
Atheletic  Chib  to  niendx^rn  of  the  AHScK'iation  have  added  distinctl v  to  the 
succesfi  and  pleasure  of  the  meeting." 

The  AHRH'iation  also  expre»*ed  iti*  wense  of  lo«3  at  the  death  of  Theo<ior 
Moinmsen,  honorary  niejnl»erof  the  Aw*ofiation  and  the  last  of  that  great 
school  of  German  historians  and  temrhers  of  history  from  which  American 
si'holarship  has  drawn  such  large  and  abiding  inspiration. 

The  following  minute  with  regard  to  the  death  of  the  second  vice-presi. 
<lent  of  the  asscn-iation,  (ien.  PMward  McCrady,  was  presenteil  by  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  President  K.  A.  Alderman  an<l  Messrs.  John  R.  Ficklen 
and  All>ert  Bushnell  Hart,  and  was  a<lopted  by  the  Association. 

"The  American  Historical  Association  desires  to  place  on  its  records  its 
sensi*  of  loss  in  the  untimelv  death  of  Gen.  Edward  McCradv,  second  vice- 
president  of  the  Association.  We  had  exi)ected  his  presence  and  guidance 
at  this  meeting.  We  were  eager  to  bestow  u[Hm  him  in  due  time  the 
highest  honors  in  our  gift.     We  hoiKjd  for  his  counsel  during  years  to  come. 

"As  an  historical  writer  General  MK'rady  performed  a  great  service  for 
his  l)eloved  State  of  South  Carolina,  aii<l  for  all  students  and  readers  of 
American  history.  In  public  life  he  l>ore  himself  a  man  of  high  public 
spirit.  Iff  his  private  life  he  drew  the  affection  and  confidence  of  all  who 
were  admitted  to  his  intimacy.  He  was  a  good  soldier,  a  good  historian,  a 
gallant  gentleman,  without  fear  and  without  reproach." 

On  behalf  of  the  council  the  corresponding  secretary  announced  the 
appointment  of  the  following  committees: 

ANNTAL   (.•OMMnTKF:S. 

Committee  on  itrotjramun'  of  ttveittieUt  annual  meeting. — J.  Franklin  Jame- 
son, Henry  K.  Bourne,  lialph  C.  H.  Catterall,  Charles  H.  Haskins,  Reuben 
G.  Thwaites. 

ImchI  commUtce  of  arrangements. — Charles  L.  Hutchinson,  Edward  E. 
Ayer,  K.  W.  Blatchford,  Edward  0.  Brown,  James  H.  Eckels,  James  W. 
Fertig,  Marshall  Field,  C.  V.  (iunther,  William  R.  Harf)er,  Franklin  H. 
Head,  H.  N.  lli^inbotham,  James  A.  James,  J.  Franklin  Jameson,  Harry 
P.  Judson,  Elbridge  CJ.  Keith,  Samuel  H.  Kerfoot,  jr.,  Hermann  H.  Kohl- 
saat,  J.  B.  Leake,  Franklin  McVeagh,  E.  E.  Prussing,  Martin  A.  Ryerson, 
Otto  L.  Schmidt,  Francis  W.  Shepardson,  Edwin  E.  Sparks,  Benjamin  S. 
Terry,  James  Westfall  Thompson,  Joseph  P.  Warren  (with  i>ower  to  add 
memlwrs  at  the  discretion  of  the  chairman). 

Committee  on  the  entertainmritt  of  ladief<. — Mrs.  Marv  J.  Wilmarth,  Miss 
Soph  on  isba  Preston  Breckinridge,  Miss  Ida  M.  Tarlx'll  (with  power  to  add 
other  members  at  the  discretion  of  the  chairman). 

STAXDINCJ    COMMI'ITEFX,  <"OMM  ISSIONS,  AND    BOARDS. 

Kdititrn  of  the  American  IliMoriral  Htvinr. — Andrew  C.  McLaughlin,  H. 
Morse  Stephens,  (ieorge  B.  Adams,  J.  Franklin  Jameson,  William  M. 
Sloane  (these  live  hoM  over);  AUxjrt  Bushnell  Hart  (reelecteil  for  term 
ending  January  1,  1910). 
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Historical  Marnmcripts  Commimon. — Eel  ward  G.  Bourne,  Frederick  W. 
Moore,  Theodore  C.  Smith,  Reuben  G.  Thwaites,  George  P.  Garrison, 
Worth ington  C.  Ford. 

Committee  on  the  Jiistin  Wiifsor  imze, — Charles  M.  Andrews,  E.  P.  Chey- 
ney,  Charles  H.  Hull,  Roger  Foster,  Williston  Walker. 

Omimittee  on  the  Herbert  Barter  Adams  prize. — Charles  Gross,  George  L. 
Burr,  Victor  CoflBn,  James  Harvey  Robinson,  John  Martin  Vincent. 

Public  Arcliires  Commission. — Herman  V.  Ames,  William  MacDonald, 
Herl>ert  L.  Osgood,  Charles  M.  Andrews,  E.  E.  Sparks. 

Committee  on  hiUiotjraphy. — Ernest  C.  Richardson,  A.  P.  C.  Griffin, 
George  lies,  William  C.  Lane,  Reul)en  (t.  Thwaites,  Max  Farrand. 

Committee  on  puhlicat ions. — George  W.  Knight,  A.  Howard  Clark,  F.  M. 
Fling,  S.  M.  Jackson.  Miss  Elizal)eth  Kendall,  A.  D.  Morse,  Earle  W^.  Dow. 

General  committee. — Henry  E.  Bourne,  Charles  H.  Ha^^kins,  Miss  Lucy 
M.  Salmon,  Miss  Lilian  W.  Johnson,  George  E.  Howard,  John  S.  Bassett, 
William  MacDonald,  George  B.  Adams,  Marshall  S.  Brown  (with  power 
to  add  adjunct  members). 

Finnnve  committee. — Elbridge  T.  (ferry,  (teorge  S.  Bowdoin. 

The  meeting  a<ljourne<i  at  6  p.  ni. 

Charles  H.  H  ask  ins. 

Acting  Secretary, 
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PROGRAMME  OF  EXERCISES  AT  THE  NINETEENTH  ANNUAL 
MEETING  OF  THE  AMERICAN  HISTORICAL  ASSOCIATION, 
HELD  AT  NEW  ORLEANS,  DECEMBER  29,  30,  AND  31,  1903. 

Pereons  not  meml^ers  of  the  AsscK'iation  will  be  cordially  welcome  to 
the  pessionjs. 

Pa[>er8  in  the  regular  neasions  are  limited  to  twenty  minutes;  in  the 
ctmference  on  the  study  of  history  to  ten  minutes.  Those  who  reatl 
yiapers  or  take  part  in  the  conference  are  reijuested  to  furnish  the  secre- 
tary with  abstracts  of  their  papers. 

First  Session,  Tuesday,  lO.SO  a.  m.,  at  rtiK  Cakildo. 

[Under  tho  auspicos  of  the  I^misiHiia  Historical  Society.] 

THE    LOl'ISIANA    I'lUCIIASE. 

1.  \Vorl<l  AsptH!ts  of  the  Louisiana  Purchiise.     Prof.  William  M.  Sloaiie. 
"2.  The  Ciyil  an<l   the  Common   Law  in  the  Louisiana  Purchase.     Hon. 

William  Wirt  Howe. 
'.i.  New  Orleans  and  tlie  Aaron   Burr  (/ouspiracy.     Dr.   W'alter  Flavins 

McCaleb. 
4.  The  Story  of  Li^wis  and  Clark's  Journals.     Mr.  Reuben  G.  Thwaites. 
').  I^uisiana  in  the  Spanish  Archiyes.     Dr.  W.  K.  Shepherd. 

Tuesday,  1  p.  m.,  luncheon  at  Cabildo;  .*{  p.  m.,  private  meetings  of  the 
executive  council  and  of  connnittees  and  boards,  at  the  St.  Charles. 

Second  Session,  Tiesdav,  S  v.  m.,  at  Newcomh  Hall. 

.lolnt  meetin(i  with  the  amekican  economic  asw)ci.\tion. 

Adilress  of  welc<:)me.     President  K.  A.  Alderman,  of  Tulane  Fniversitv. 
Annual  a<ldress:  Social  Aspects  of  Kconomic  I-,iiw.     Prof.    I^lwin  R.    A. 

Selijxman,  President  of  the  American  Kconomic  Asso<'iation. 
^Xnnual  ad<Irc»ss:  Kthical  Values  in  History,     Dr.  Ilenrv  C.  I^^a,  President 

of  the  American  Historical  Association. 

Third  Sesmion,  Wednesday,  10.80  a.  m.,  at  Tii.ane  rNivERsiTV. 

<0NFEKENCE   ON    THE    STl'DV    AND   TEAlHINO    OF    HI.sTORV    IN    THE   .soi'TH. 

Addrtvses  by  Pn)f.  J.  S.  Bassett,  Prof.  W.  E.  Do<l<l,  Prof.  Alcce  Fortier, 
Prof.  Lilian  W.  Johnson,  Prof.  V.  W.  Moore,  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Owen, 
Prof.  F.  L.  Riley,  and  lYof.  D.  Y.  Thomas,  from  the  Southern  States, 
and  by  Prof.  J.  F.  Jami'-:  m  and  Prof.  Lucy  >L  Salmon  from  the 
N'orth. 
We<lnes<lay,  I  p.  m.,  imu-licon  at  Tuhiiie  I'niversity. 
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Fourth  Session,  Wednesday,  2.;^  i».  m.,  at  Tulane  University. 

EUROPEAN   HISTORY. 

1.  Louis  XVI.,  Mac  haul  t,  and  Maurepas.     Prof.  F.  M.  Fling. 

2.  Sermons  as  Sources  of  Mediaeval  History.     Prof.  C.  II.  Raskins. 

3.  Plato  in  Practical  Politics.     Prof.  II.  A.*  Sill. 

We<lnesday,  4  p.  in.,  politit«l  science  meeting,  Tulane  Library. 
Wednesday,  4  to  6  p.  m.,  reception  at  Mrs.  Richanlson*s. 

Fifth  Se.ssion,  Wednesday,  8  p.  m.,  at  Tulane  University. 

DIPLOMATIC   history. 

1.  Relation  of  Spain,  England,  and  France  to  the  Missiseippi  Valley,  1785^ 

1800.     Prof.  F.  J.  Turner. 

2.  Texas  Annexation.     Prof.  G.  P.  (iarrison. 

3.  The  Treaty  of  (ruadalupe-Hi^lalgo.     Dr.  Jesse  S.  Reeves. 

4.  Some  Unpublished  Pai>ers  of  Baron  von  Closen  of  Rochambeau's  Staff 

(illustrated).     Dr.  C.  W.  Bowen. 
Wednesday,  10  p.  m.,  smoker  at  the  Round  Table  Club.      • 

Sixth  Session,  Thursday,  10.30  a.  m.,  at  Tulane  University. 

american  history. 

1.  The  Compromises  of  the  Constitution.     Prof.  Max  Farrand. 

2.  The    Constitutional   Convention  of  1804    in    Ix>ui8iana.     Prof.  J.  R. 

Ficklen. 

3.  British  West  Flori<la,  17ti:i-1781.     Hon.  P.  J.  Hamilton. 

4.  Popular  Sovereignty  and  the  Development  of  the  West.     Prof.  Allen 

Johnson. 

5.  Adclitional   Bibliography  of  the  Fourteen   Unite<l  States  Congresses. 

Gen.  A.  W.  Greely  (nmd  by  title). 

6.  Karly  Disturbances  in  Carolina.     Prof.  E.  W.  Sikes  (rea<i  by  title). 
Thursday,  3.30  p.  m.,  annual  meeting  of  the  .Association  at  the  St.  Charles. 

Seventh  Session,  Thursday,  8  p.  m.,  at  Tulane  University. 

JOINT    meeting    with    THE   AMERICAN    ECONOMIC    ASSOCIATION. 

The  Relation  of  Sociology  to  I  listory  and  Economiis*.     Prof.  F.  H.  Giddings. 

Discussion  of  the  paper  }>y  Prof.  E.  Emerton,  Prof.  G.  L.  Burr,  and  Prof. 

W.  M.  West,  of  the  American  Historical  Assoination,  and  Prof.  A.  W. 

Small,  Prof.  C.  II.  Cooley,  and  Mr.  lister  F.  Ward,  of  the  American 

Economic  Association. 

Thursday,  9.30  p.  m.,  reception  to  the  two  associations  in  the  library  of 

Tulane  University. 

Friday,  9.30  a.  m.,  steamboat  excursion  on  the  Mississippi,  landing  at  a 
sugar  plantation. 


II.-ETHICAL  VALUES  IN  HISTORY. 


By  HENRY   CHARLES    LEA, 

PrrgUfcnt  of  t fie  American  lUMorical  Association. 
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Hv  Henry  Ciiaklkh  Lea. 


Circumstances  deprive  me  of  the  honor  of  presiding  over 
this  meeting  of  the  American  Historical  Avssociation  to  which 
your  kindl}'  appreciation  has  called  me,  but  at  least  1  can 
fulfil  the  pleasant  duty  of  addressing  to  you  a  few  words  on 
a  topic  which  is  of  interest  to  all  of  us,  whether  students  or 
writers  of  history.  In  this  I  do  not  pretend  to  instruct  those 
whose  opinions  are,  to  say  the  least,  fully  as  mature  and 
worthy  of  consideration  as  my  own,  but  merely  to  contribute 
to  a  discussion  which  will  probably  continue  as  long  as  men 
shall  striye  to  bring  the  annals  of  the  past  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  present. 

One  whose  loss  we  all  deplore  and  whose  memory  we  honor 
as  |>erhaps  the  most  Icained  and  thoughtful  s<*holar  in  the 
English-s|)eaking  world— the  late  Lord  Acton — in  his  well- 
known  Cambridge  lecture,  has  foimally  })laced  on  record  his 
opinion  on  ethical  yalues  in  history  when  siiying,  '"l  exhort 
vou  never  to  debase  the  moral  currency  or  to  lower  the  stand- 
ard  of  rectitude,  but  to  try  others  by  the  iiiial  maxim  that 
governs  your  own  livesland  to  suffer  no  man  and  no  cause  to 
escape  the  und3'ing  peaalty  which  history  has  the  power  to 
inflict  on  wrong.  The  ph*a  in  extenuation  of  guilt  and  miti- 
gation of  pimishment  is  per[)etual.  At  every  step  we  are  met 
by  arguments  which  go  to  confuse,  to  palliate,  to  confound 
right  and  wrong,  and  to  redu<'e  the  just  man  to  the  level  of 
the  reproljate.  The  men  who  plot  to  baffle  and  resist  us  are, 
first  of  all,  those  who  made  history  what  it  has  become.  They 
set  up  the  principle  that  only  a  foolish  Conservative  judges 
the  present  time  with  the  ideas  of  the  past;  that  only  a  foolish 
Lil)eral  judges  the  past  with  the  ideas  of  the  present.'' 

«The  Pre^ident'Haddrewi  to  the  AmtTJcati  Ilistorictil  A.v,<H'iati<m.  I>econilMT29,  1903 
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The  ar^iinient  with  which  Lord  Acton  justitics  this  exhor- 
tation to  his  students  presupposes  a  fixed  and  unalt«i*ablc 
standard  of  morality,  t^)gether  with  the  <*onifortahle  as«ui'ance 
that  we  have  attained  to  tliat  a))sohite  knowh^dgeof  riglit  and 
wn'ong  which  enables  us  to  pass  iinal  judgment  on  the  men  of 
the  past,  secun^  that  we  make  no  mistake  when  we  measure 
them  ))y  our  own  moral  yardstick.  Kvery  foregone  age  lias 
similarly  Hattenul  itscdf,  and  presumably  eveiy  suceeeding 
one  will  contiime  to  cherish  the  same  illusion. 

I  must  confess  that  to  mc^  all  this  stHMns  to  be  based  on  false 
premises  and  to  lead  to  unfortunate  conclusions  as  to  the 
objects  and  pur})oses  of  history,  however  much  it  may  serve 
to  give  point  and  i)i(iuancy  to  a  nainitive,  to  stimulate  the 
interest  of  the  casual  reader  by  luMghtening  lights  and  deep- 
ening shadows,  and  to  subserve  the  purpose  of  propagating 
the  opinions  of  the  writer. 

As  regards  the  inferred  premiss  that  there  is  an  absolute 
and  invaria))le  moral  cod(»  by  which  the  men  of  all  ages  and 
of  all  degrees  of  civilization  luv  to  be  tried  and  convicted  or 
accpiitted.  a  very  slender  accpiaintance  with  the  history  of 
ethics  woidd  appear  suiKcient  to  establish  its  fallacy.  It 
would  b(i  overbold  to  suggest  that  morals  are  pui*ely  conven- 
tional and  arbitrary,  yt^t  anthropological  research  has  shown 
that  thei-e  is  scarce  a  sin  condcMuned  in  the  I)e(!alogue  which 
has  not  been  or  may  not  now  ))e  regarded  rather  as  a  virtue, 
or  at  least  as  an  allowable  i)ractice,  at  some  time  or  plac« 
among  a  portion  of  mankind,  and  no  one  would  Ix?  so  haixiy 
as  to  judge  with  the  s<'V(M-ity  of  the  Hebrew  lawgiver  those 
who  merelv  follow  the  hai)it>  and  customs  in  which  thev  have 
been  trained.  We  regard  the  gallows  as  the  rightful  portion 
of  him  who  slays  his  fellow-creature  for  gain,  yet  who  among 
vou  would  inflict  tlu^  <leath  i)enaltv  on  the  head-hunter  of 
liorneo?  You  would  condcMun  th(»  superstition  which  leads 
him  to  glory  in  the  deed,  but  your  conscience  would  acquit 
him  of  ])ersonal  guilt,  for  he  but  follows  the  tradition  pf  his 
race,  and  he  niav  in  all  other  human  relations  lead  an  exem- 
plary  lift*.  The  actor  in  a  Corsican  vendetta  is  not  to  bo 
judged  as  a  conunon  nuirderer,  although  his  life  may  rightly 
pay  to  society  th(^  forfeit  arising  from  his  being  the  survival 
of  an  older  and  rud(*r  civilization. 
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Itace,  civilization,  piiviroiiment,  nil  iiiHuence  thr  moi'al  per- 
teptions.  which  vary  from  iij»(i  to  at;c,  while  the  fitandaitls 
'  right  and  wroug  are  modilied  mid  adapted  to  what  at  the 
[poment  are  regarded  as  the  olijcrts  most  licneticlal   to  the 
idividiial  or  to  the  social  nrgtinization.     At  one  tim«  these 
lay  concern  the  purity  or  advancement  of  religion;  at  another. 
('Preservation  or  ttie  welfare  of  the  clan  or  the  nation;  at 
fiSnothcr,  poraonal  well-bein^  and  the  development  of  industry 
;  a  means  to  that  end.     What^ever  stnnds  foremost  in  any 
iven  period  wiil  be  apt  to  receive  sjiecial  recognition  from 
oth  the  ethical  teat'her  and  the  lawgiver.     It  is  to  legislation 
hut  we  must  look  if  we  desire  to  understand  the  modes  of 
thought  and  the  moral  stjindards  of  past  ages;  and  a  comimri- 
aon  of  these  with  tho^e  now  current  will  show  how  unstable 
and  fluctuating  are  ethical  conceptions.    We  are  unable  to  con- 
ceive of  vicarious  punishment  as  jusfitiable.  yet  Hammurabi 
in  some  cases  slays  the  innocent  son  imd  li'ts  the  guilty  father 
go  aoathless.     To  us  the  idea  of  levinite  marriage  is  abliorrent, 
lut  it  lia*"  l)een  regarded  a^  legally  a  duty  by  races  so  far 
fBmoved  from  each  other  in  origin  and  distance  as  the  Hebrew 
lid  the  Hindu.     Among  the  Hebi-ews  the  severest  of  all  pen- 
jtlties  wasjajjtdation,  which  was  reserved  for  the  most  atrocious 
«rimo.s.    Of  these, omitting swtualabeii-ations,  which  wcneed 
(Ot  consider  here.  Thunissen  enumerates  eight — idol  worship, 
insecration  of  ehiidron  to  Mohwh,  magic  and  divination. 
Maspiiemy.  Sabbath  breaking,  cursing  a  parent,  and  disobedj- 
Hice  to  parents.     Examine  our  modern  codes,  in  which  these 
■ive  either  disappeared  or  are  treated  as  comparatively  trivial 
,  and  you  will  be  constrained  to  admit  thtit  crime  is 
;ely  conventional,  dependent  not  on  an  eternal  and  impre- 
aiptiblc  moral  law,  but  on  the  environment  in  which  a  por- 
jon  of  mankind  happ<>ns  at  the  time  to  1h>  placed.     To  the 
lebrew  priest  the  preseiTation  of  his  religion  was  the  <ine 
ientiai  thing,  and  no  penalty  was  too  severe  for  aught  that 
llPeat«ned  its  supremacy. 

I  So  it  wan  in  the  middle  ages,  when  the  priest  erected  a  sim- 
r  Ktandai'd  of  morals,  claimed  for  it  the  ssmction  of  divine 
Itw,  and  compelled  its  insertion  in  statute  law.  No  character 
D  medieval  lii>tory  stands  forth  with  greater  luster  than  the 
I   St.  Louis  of  France,  yet.  if  liis  f^iithful  biugniphri'  de 
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Joiiivillo  is  to  h(»  heli('V4»cl,  he  ln^ld  that  the  only  argument 
which  a  lavinan  sliould  use  with  a  heretic  was  to  thrust  a 
sword  into  hinr,  and  we  know  hv  authentic  do<*uiuents  that  he 
fostered  the  nascent  In^iuisition  and  had  no  scruple  in  enrich- 
ing his  treasury  with  tlie  confiscations  resulting  from  the  burn- 
ing of  heretics.  AVe  of  to-day  an»  not  lacking  in  i*eligious 
.  convictions,  though  we  are  l<»arning  the  lesson  of  toleration; 
la])idation  and  the  stake  for  opinion's  sake  are  abhori-ent  to 
us,  hut  who  among  us  would  feel  justified  in  applying  Ix)rd 
Acton's  fornuila  ami  condemning  the  Hebrew  or  St.  Louis 
when  we  feel  that  they  acted  on  profound  conviction?  No 
English  jurist  has  left  a  fairer  record  than  Chief  Justice  Hale, 
yet  he  calmly  sent  to  the  gallows  yhh)v  old  women  for  witc^h- 
craft,  such  iMMiig  the  law  of  the  land  to  which  he  gave  his 
hearty  concurreni-e.  Would  vou  condenui  him  as  vou  would 
a  modern  judge  i  Voltaire  has  sufficiently  shown  the  use  that 
may  he  made  of  thus  trying  one  age  l)y  the  standards  of  another 
in  his  mo<*king  sketch  of  David,  the  man  after  God's  own 
heart. 

Jt  may  perhaps  lie  urged  that  in  thus  asserting  the  tempo- 
niry  and  variable  character  of  morals  we  are  destroying  the 
foundations  of  morality  in  general  and  the  etei*nal  distinction 
between  right  and  wrong.  This  is  begging  the  question,  for 
it  ])resupposes  that  tlx're  is  a  universal  and  inflexible  standard 
of  momls.  Such  tln^re  may  be,  like  the  so-called  law  of  nature 
of  the  scholastic  theologians,  l)ut  the  histoiT  of  mankind  fails 
to  reveal  it,  and  the  truest  test  of  any  [)eriod  is  the  standard 
which  it  made  or  accepted,  for  this  shows,  better  than  aught 
else,  whether  it  was  a  period  of  progress  or  one  of  retrogres- 
sion. S|)eculations  enough  th(»re  have  b(»en  among  philoso- 
phers, ancient  and  nuxiern,  as  to  the*  origin  of  the  conception 
of  what  we  call  sin  and  righteousness,  which  would  lead  us 
too  far  from  our  sul)ject  to  discuss  here.  Suffice  it  to  saj 
that  what  we  find  current  around  us  is  merelv  the  i*esult  of 
the  finite  wisdom  of  our  ancestors  adapting  themselves  to  the 
exigencies  of  their  surroundings.  We  have  fortuiuitely  inher- 
ited the  noble  ideals  of  the  school  of  Hillel,  broadened  and 
deepened  and  rendered  applicable  to  all  mankind  ))y  the  teach- 
ings of  (Christ.  We  have  accepted  them  in  theory  for  well- 
nigh  two  thousand  years,  yet  only  within  a  century  or  two  has 
there  l)een  any  s(»rious  (effort  to  reduce  them  to  practice,  and 
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that  effort  thus  far  has  been  more  significant  in  its  failures 
than  in  its  successes.  There  is  ample  work  before  us  in  labor- 
ing for  their  embodiment  in  our  daily  lives,  and  we  can  well 
afford  to  cast  the  mantle  of  charity  over  those  who,  in  fact, 
have  been  only  one  or  two  stops  behind  us  in  the  application 
of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 

Meanwhile,  as  connected  with  our  subject,  we  may  reflect  that 
there  is  some  truth  in  the  distinction  drawn  b\^  the  cai<;uist8 
between  material  and  formal  sin — the  sin  which  a  man  com- 
mits in  ignorance  being  venial,  while  that  which  he  does  know- 
ingly is  mortal.  This  doctrine  is  not  without  its  dangers,  and 
Pascal  has  exposed  the  unmoral  results  to  which  it  may  lead 
in  skillful  hands,  but  for  our  purpose  it  may  be  borne  in 
mind  when  we  feel  called  upon  to  pass  judgment  on  historical 
characters.  It  makes  the  human  conscience  the  standard  of 
conduct.  If  a  man  does  wrong,  conscientioush'  believing  it 
to  l>e  right,  he  is  justified  l>efore  Go<l;  if  he  does  right  believ- 
ing it  to  be  wrong,  he  is  condemned.  Roughly  speaking,  in 
a  region  so  full  of  pitfalls  for  unwar}'  feet,  the  theory  of  in- 
vincible ignorance,  though  liable  to  abuse,  is  not  to  be  over- 
looked. 

Thus  far  I  have  sought  briefly  to  show  that  Lord  Acton's 
dictum  is  defective  in  principle.  As  regards  its  pi-actical 
application,  I  presume  that  you  will  agree  with  me  that  his- 
torv  is  not  to  be  written  as  a  Sundav-school  tale  for  children 
of  larger  growth.  It  is,  or  should  be,  a  serious  attempt. to 
ascertain  the  severest  truth  as  to  the  past  and  to  set  it  forth 
without  fear  or  favor.  It  may  and  it  generally  will,  convey 
a  moral,  but  that  moral  should  educe  itiiself  from  the  facts. 
Characters  historicalh'  prominent  are  usually  so  because  they 
are  men  of  their  time,  the  representatives  of  its  beliefs  and 
aspirations;  and  they  should  be  judged  accordingly.  If  those 
beliefs  and  aspirations  lead  to  evil  the  historian  should  seek 
to  trace  out  their  origin  and  development,  and  he  can,  if  he 
so  chooses,  point  out  their  results;  but  he  should  not  hold 
responsible  the  men  who  obeyed  their  consciences,  even  if 
this  led  them  into  what  we  conceive  to  be  wrongdoing.  It  is 
otherwise  with  those  who  have  sinned  against  the  light  vouch- 
safed to  them,  for  to  condenm  them  is  simplv  to  judge  them 
bv  the  standards  of  their  time. 

In  other  words,  this  is  men^Iy  to  apply  the  truism  that  the 
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historian  should  so  familiarize  himself  with  the  period  under 
treatment  that,  for  the  time,  he  is  living  in  it,  feeling  with 
the  men  whose  actions  he  describes,  and  viewing  events  from 
their  standpoint.  Thus  alone  can  he  give  us  an  accurate 
picture  of  the  past,  making  us  realize  its  emotions  and  under- 
stsind  the  evolution  of  its  successive  stages.  This  is  the 
true  philosophy  of  history,  and  from  this  the  reader  can 
gather  for  himself  the  lessons  which  it  teaches. 

To  depail  from  this  and  to  inject  modern  ethical  theories 
into  the  judgment  of  men  and  things  of  bygone  times  is  to 
introduce  subjectivity  into  what  should  be  purely  objective. 
We  all  of  us  have  our  convictions — perchance  our  preju- 
dices— and  nothing  for  the  historian  is  more  vital  than  to  be 
on  his  guard  against  their  affecting  his  judgment  and  color- 
ing his  narrative.  Above  all  things  he  should  cultivate  the 
detachment  which  enables  him  soberly  and  impai*tially  to 
search  for  and  to  set  forth  the  trutli.  He  may  often  feel 
righteous  indignation-  -or  what  he  conceives  to  be  righteous — 
but  he  should  strenuously  repress  it  as  a  luxury  to  be  left  to 
liis  reader.  Moreover,  he  should  beware  of  theories;  for 
when  a  theory  once  takes  possession  of  a  writer  it  renders 
him  an  unsafe  guide  and  inspires  reasonable  distrust.  The 
historian  who  becomes  an  advocate  or  a  prosecutor  instead  of 
a  judge  forfeits  his  titl(>  to  lontidence,  and,  if  he  aspires  to  be 
a  judge,  he  should  not  try  a  case  b}^  a  code  unknown  to  the  . 
defendant. 

Perhaps  this  somewhat  diT  disquisition  can  be  rendered 
more  interesting  by  a  concrete  example;  and  for  this  I  know 
of  none  fitter  than  Philip  II  of  Spain,  whose  character  has 
exercised  so  many  brilliant  pens.  Our  eloquent  Motley,  who 
represents  him  as  a  monster  with  scarce  a  redeeming  trait, 
says  that  ''  To  judge  him,  or  any  man  in  his  position,  simply 
from  his  own  point  of  vi(»w,  is  weak  and  illogical.  History 
judges  the  man  from  its  point  of  view.  It  condemns  or 
applauds  the  point  of  view  itself.  The  point  of  view  of  a 
malefactor  is  not  to  excuse  robberv  and  murder.  Nor  is  the 
spirit  of  the  age  to  be  i)leadod  in  favor  of  the  evil  doer  at  a 
time  when  mortals  were  divided  into  almost  equal  troops" 
(History  of  the  Netherhmds,  I,  6).  This  is  the  language  of 
a  partisan  and  not  of  an  historian;  and  the  writer  is  blind  to 
the   inference   to   be  drawn    from    another   remark,   "That 
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lonarch  considered  Limuelf  born  tu  »up[frcis.s  hoiCNV  and   ho 
1  certainly  been  carrying  out  the  work  during  his  whole 
lifetime'*  (Ibid.,  1,  257). 

Now,  Philip  11,  a.4  an  abstract  object  of  coiitetiiplation,  is 
In  no  i4ent4e  an  attractive  tigure.  In  all  that  awful  sixteenth 
fentury  there  was,  perhaps,  no  one  who  wrought,  directly 
indirectly,  so  much  of  human  misery,  no  one  who  was 
Bore  ready  to  supplement  open  force  with  secret  guile,  no 
me  who  hesitated  lesa  to  resort  to  corruption  or.  if  needs 
(B,  to  murder.  To  the  historian  who  is  content  with  the 
urface  of  things,  it  is  easy  to  condemn  him  offhiind  and  to 
■dducfl  ample  evidence  in  support  of  the  verdict  — the  execu- 
tion of  Montignv,  the  assassination  of  William  the  Silent  and 
E  Esc'obedo,  the  terrors  of  the  Tribunal  of  Blood,  the  horrors 
it  the  reljellion  of  Granada,  the  stimulation  of  the  wars  of 
be  League,  the  systematic  briVjery  by  which  he  Iwught  the 
ets  of  every  court  in  Europe,  to  say  nothing  of  the  satis- 
kction  which  he  derived  from  the  spectacle  of  his  own  sub- 
ecta  in  an  auto  de  fe.  All  this  is  true,  and  to  the  superlicial 
ibserver  it  may  seem  idle  to  say  a  word  in  extenuation  of  so 
tlack  u  catalogue  of  misdeeds.  Yet  the  student  in  earnest 
|uest  of  truth  may  reasonably  pause  and  a.nk  himself  whether 
Philip  is  to  be  held  nionilly  responsible  for  all  (hese  dimes. 
whether  he  was  a  mere  bloodthirsty  tyrant  who  rejoiced  in 
the  infliction  of  suffering  on  his  fcllow-creutuies  and  revelled, 
like  the  Emperor  Claudius,  in  witnessing  buinan  agony;  or 
whether  he  was  the  misguided  agent  of  a  false  standard  of 
duty,  and  conscientiously  believed  himself  to  be  rendering 
^■tbe  highest  service  to  Ood  and  to  man.  If  the  latter  be  tlie 
^^bse,  we  must  acquit  Philip  t>f  conscious  guilt,  and  reserve 
^|nir  cen.sure  for  the  spirit  of  the  age  which  misled  him.  If 
^^clijah  is  praised  for  slaying  in  one  night  four  hundred  and 
fifty  priests  of  Baal,  how  is  Philip  to  !x'  condemned  for 
merely  utilizing  larger  opportunities  in  the  same  spirit! 
Docs  not,  in  truth,  the  difference  lie  only  in  the  iiuestion. 
Whose  ox  is  gored?  Even  in  the  assassinations  which  he 
ordered  he  had  the  assui-ance  of  his  confessor,  Fray  Diego  de 
Chaves,  that  a  prince  was  fully  authorized  to  take  the  lives  of 
his  suhjeetn  without  process  of  law. 
Wlien.  in  fact,  we  analyze  his  reign,  wc  find  that  the  en- 
I  iorcemeut  of  religious  imity  was  tlic  primary  motive  of  his 
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puhlii-  career,  and  that  it  wa.s  the  object  of  almost  all  the  h,cU 
for  which  we  are  asked  to  coiid(Mnn  him.  For  three  hundred 
years  it  had  l>een  the  uncontested  rule  in  l)oth  church  and 
state  that  tiu)  obstinat<>  dissident,  or  heretic,  was  to  be  put  to 
death  by  tiro.  Even  men  of  the  largest  Christian  charity  ac- 
cepted this  as  one  of  the  eternal  verities,  and  he  who  ventui'ed 
to  question  it  became  himself  a  heretic  who  must  either  re^mnt 
or  share  the  same  fate.  Heresy  was  not  only  a  sin,  subject 
to  spiritual  animadversion,  !)ut  a  crime  visited  with  capital 
punishment  l)y  all  the  secular  codes  of  Europe.  Pity  were 
better  invoked  for  the  murderer  or  the  highwayman  than  for 
the  heretic;  for  the  heretic  was  the  slayer  of  souls,  while  the 
ordinary  criminal  affect<*d  only  the  body  or  the  purse.  With 
the  outbreak  of  the  Reformation,  the  threatened  disruption  of 
the  unity  of  faith  inflamed  to  the  highest  pitch  the  zeal  for  its 
preservation,  though  we  ikmhI  not  pause  to  inquire  how  much 
the  lust  of  worldly  power  and  wealth  disguised  itself  under 
the  striving  for  the  salvation  of  souls.  When  dynasties  de- 
|)eiided  on  dogmas,  religion  became  of  necessity  the  most 
absorbing  of  public  <|uestions,  and  the  self-deception  was  easy 
which  clothed  secular  ambitions  in  spiritual  garments.  In 
the  passions  of  the  tremendous  struggle  (»ach  side  was  equally 
sure  that  it  alone  possessed  the  true  faith,  which  was  to  be 
vindicated  with  lire  and  sword.  If  the  canon  law  requii'ed 
sovereigns  to  put  heretics  to  death,  Luther  in  1528  subscribed 
to  a  dedamtion  of  the  Wittenberg  theologians  prescribing  the 
same  fate  for  those  whom  thev  classed  as  such.  If  Paul  IV 
in  1555  decreed  that  all  who  denied  the  Trinity  should  be  piti- 
lessly burned,  even  though  the}^  recanted  and  professed  con- 
version, he  but  followed  the  example  which  Calvin  had  set, 
two  years  before,  in  the  case  of  Miguel  Servet.  If  France 
had  her  feast  of  St.  Bartholomew,  (jrermany  had  led  the  way 
in  the  slaughter  of  the  Anabaptists.  If  Spain  had  her  inqui- 
sition, England  in  1550,  under  the  reforming  Edward  VI, 
created  a  similar  organization,  with  Cranmer  at  its  head,  and 
Ridley,  Miles  Coverdale,  and  other  eminent  Protestants  as  in- 
quisitoinn,  to  seek  out,  try,  and  punish  dissidents,  and  to  aban- 
don to  the  secular  arm  those  who  proved  to  be  obstinate. 
Motle}^  fell  into  grievous  error  when  he  asserted  that  in  the 
sixteenth  century  •"mortals  were  divided  into  almost  equal 
troops"  concerning  the  ''spirit  of  the  age.'"    Those  whom 
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he   ivprfwnt.s  its  struggliiijf  for  froi'dom  of  foiisi-ietiie  only 
Wantud  fi-eedom  to  coerce  the  (ronsfieocen  of  others,  au  waw 
lown  in  15tS6  Iiy  the  Fuit  of  Antwerp,  mid  in  1618  when  the 
Synod  of  Dort  sat  in  judgment  on  the  lienioiistrantH.     How 
(Jalvinistfiishared  the  "spirit  of  the  age"  is  well  expressed 
John  Kuox'k  exulting  decl&i'ation  that  in  15lil,  be f 01*6  the 
ivHl  in  Scotland  of  Queen  MaiT.  "the  Papists  were  so  con- 
founded that  none  witliln  the  liealnie  durst  avow  the  heaving 
saying  of  Masse  then  the  thieves  of  Tiddisdaie  durst  avow 
leir  stoutli  or  stealing  in  the  presence  of  any  upright  judge," 
Thp   Massachusetts  law  of   Octolier   11'.   ItiSS,   under  which 
Quakers  were  put  to  death  on   Boston  Conmion,  sufSee^  in 
itiielf  to  show  that  this  conception  of  public  duty  was  not  con- 
to  one  race  or  to  one  confession  of  faith. 
This  was  the  inevitables  result  of  the  deplorable  doi-triue  of 
iclusive  salvation,  which  rendered  the  extinction  of  heresy  a 
luly  to  God  and  man.     To  its  a!>andonment  by  Protestantism 
attributable  the  gradual  spread  of  toleration.     To  its  reten- 
on  bV  'tip  Latin  Church  is  ascribable  the  Ordonnance  of 
[ay  14,  ITa-i,  under  which,  so  late  as  17ti2,  Rochette.  a  jms- 
of  the  de-scrt.  was  executed,  merely  for  performing  the 
of  his  religion.     It  is,  moreover,  the  inspiration  of  the 
yclic  of  lyfii  In  which  the  kind-hearted  Pius  IX  ordered 
fery  Catholic  to  condemn  the  error  that  a  man  is  free  to 
How  the  religion  which  his  reason  dictates. 
Thft  embeiii  which  thus  are  not  yet  extinct  were  burning 
fiercely  in  the  sixteenth  century,  and  into  its  superheated  fa- 
naticiBm  Philip  11  was  lx»rn  in  1527,     The  very  air  which  he 
breathed  in  childhood  and  youth  was  surcharged  with  all  the 
elements  that  made  persecution  a  supreme  duty  and  tolemtion 
a  denial  of  (lod.     His  tutor  was  a  nari-ow-minded  bigot,  Mar- 
inej!  Silicco.  if'warded  in  1541  with  the  sec  of  Murcia,  and  in 
with  the  primatial  dignity  of  Toledo,  where  he  distin- 
ihed  himself  by  forcibly  introducing  the  rule  that  no  ca- 
itdral  preferment  should  over  be  conferred  on  one  who  had 
the  slightest  trace  of  Jewish  or  Moorish  blood.     Under  such 
gtiidance,  in  t^uch  environment,  and  with  the  example  before 
iblni  of   his  father  as  the  champion  nf  (^tholioism,  it  was 
{possible  for  a  youth  of  Philip's  sickly  frame,  limitationa 
thought,  sluggishness  of  intellect,  habitual  suspicion,  and 
ifastiuate  tenacity  of  iniipose  In  Ik?  other  than  what  he  was. 
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When  he  succcM^ded  lo  the  ^reat  Spanish  monarehy  and  found 
hun.s(»lf  the  most  tK)werful  sovoreij^n  in  tlie  civilized  world, 
with  authority  streteliinj^  from  tlie  North  Sen  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean and  from  the  farthi^st  Atlantic  to  tiie  Indian  Ocean, 
\  he  could  scarce  fail  to  rej^ard  hiiuself  as  the  instrument 
sele<*ted  l»y  Providence  to  defend  the  true  religion  and  to 
overcome  the  ix)wers  of  evil  which  had  risen  to  supplant  the 
Kingdom  of  God.  lie  could  not  hut  feel  that  this  enornious 
N^'  power  had  l)een  intru.sted  to  him  for  a  purpose,  and  that  it 
carried  with*it  a  correlative  ol)ligation  to  employ  it  for  that 
purpose.  To  borrow  the  happy  phrase  of  Major  Hume,  he 
felt  himself  to  he  the  junior  partner  of  (iod,  and  in  carrying 
out  with  unswerving  resolution  the  plans  of  God  he  was 
answerable  to  no  human  judgment. 

If,  in  the  performance  of  this  supreme  duty,  he  found  or 
deemed  it  necessary  to  -iMuploy  cnift  and  cruelty,  treachery 
and  corruption,  he  was  l)ut  combating  the  adversaries  of  God 
with  their  own  w(»aiH)ns-  weapons,  indeed,  which  the  state- 
craft of  the  age  had  rendered  familiar  to  all,  and  which  were 
sanctified  1)V  the  cause  to  which  thev  were  devoted.  The 
maxims  which  Machiavelli  had  formulated  with  such  cvnical 
clearness  were  utilized  by  oth(»rs  to  gratify  the  lust  of  vulgar 
aml)ition;  should  he  be  debarred  from  using  them  when  inter- 
ests were  at  staki*  suix^rior  to  all  worldly  possessions?  Nor, 
indeed,  is  the  i)resent  age  entitled  to  cast  the  iirst  stone  at  the 
sixteenth  century,  when  we  consider  the  duplicity  and  the  con- 
tempt for  human  rights  which  have  continued  to  mark  the 
career  of  st^itesmen  from  that  time  to  this,  save  perhaps  in 
the  matter  of  assassination,  which  has  been  almndoned  to 
anarchism. 

Apart  from  religious  convictions,  moreover,  Philip  as  a 
stut<»sman  might  well  feel  it  to  l)e  liis  supreme  allotted  task  to 
preserve  in  his  own  dominions  the  unity  of  faith  which  at  the 
time  was,  reasonably  <Mi<)ugh,  n^garded  as  the  absolute  con- 
dition prec<»dent  of  internal  peace.  Religious  differences  were 
not  mere  academic  cjuestions  to  be  d(»!)ated  in  the  schools  with 
more  or  less  acrimony.  We  need  not  pause  to  ask  against 
whom  th<»  res[K)nsibility  for  this  is  to  l)e  charged,  and  we  may 
be  content  to  accept  the  fact  that  in  the  passionate  zeal  of  the 
time  there  was  nothing  which  so  dt^eply  stirred  popular  feeling 
or  lent  more  bitterness  to  civil  broils  than  the  theological 
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issues  which  to-day  arouse  an  interest  comparatively  so  faint. 
Philip  might  well  look  upon  the  internal  wars  of  Germany  and 
France  as  a  warning  to  keep  his  own  territories  free  from  the 
pestilent  innovators,  whose  claim  to  exercise  freedom  of  con- 
science included  the  right  of  resistance  to  any  authority  that 
denied  the  claim.  To  him  they  were  perturbators  of  the  pub- 
lic peace,  potential  rebels  who  at  all  and  every  cost  must  be 
prevented  from  gaining  a  foothold  if  the  prosperity  of  the 
state  and  the  divine  right  of  kings  were  to  be  maintained.  In 
the  earlier  years  of  his  reign  the  growing  disquiet  of  the 
Netherlands  emphasized  the  importance  of  this  precaution 
and,  in  the  latter  part,  the  fierce  struggle  which  exhausted  his 
resources  demonstrated  the  necessity  of  strangling  heresy  in 
the  cradle. 

Human  motives,  as  a  rule,  are  complex;  pride  and  ambition 
doubtless  had  their  share  in  those  which  urged  him  on  his 
course,  especially  when  he  nourished  vain  hopes  of  establish- 
ing a  daughter  on  the  throne  of  F'rance;  but  religious  convic- 
tion and  the  welfare,  temporal  and  eternal,  as  it  was  then 
regarded,  of  his  subjects  were  ample  to  impel  him  along  the 
course  which  he  had  inherited  with  his  crown  and  for  which 
he  had  been  carefully  trained.  Philip  at  least  was  no  hypo- 
crite, using  religion  merely  as  a  pretext.  The  sincerity  of  his 
faith  can  not  be  called  into  question,  and,  if  his  favorite  vice 
was  licentiousness,  the  dissociation  of  religion  and  morals  is 
too  common  an  anomaly  to  excite  special  incredulity.  The 
keen-witted  Venetian  envoys  concur  in  admitting  his  piety, 
although  their  experiences  at  his  court  were  not  such  as  to 
propitiate  their  favor,  and  they  were  by  no  means  blind  to  his 
defects.  Perhaps  the  severest  characterization  of  him  is  that 
of  Gianfrancesco  Morosini  in  1581:  "His  temper  is  cruel, 
although  he  covers  it  with  zeal  for  justice.  He  was  never 
known  to  pardon  a  criminal,  even  his  own  son.  He  shows 
no  affection  for  his  children  and  no  sign  of  regret  at  the  death 
of  his  nearest  kin.  He  is  a  great  observer  of  religion,  but  is 
verj'  vindictive.  Yet  he  manifests  no  signs  of  it,  and  there  is 
a  proverb  in  Spain  that  between  the  king's  smile  and  a  knife 
there  is  little  to  choose." 

Aportionof  this  unflattering  <hanicterizationis  justified  by 
Philip's  treatment  of  his  erstwhile  favorite,  Antonio  Perez, 
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who  had  abused  his  ma.stor.s  confidence  and  had  misled  him 
into  ordering  tlie  murder  of  Escobedo;  but  in  otiicr  respects 
the  habitual  Spanish  self-control,  the  studied  repression  of  all 
exhibition  of  feeling  under  an  exterior  of  kindly  courtesy, 
deceived  the  Venetian,  for  Philip  wa.s  in  reality  a  most  affec- 
tionate father.  No  one  c«n  read  hi.^  familiar  letters  to  his 
daughters,  girls  of  fourteen  and  fifteen,  written  during  the 
cares  of  his  eoiuiuest  of  Portugal  in  1581  and  1582,  without 
re(50gnizing  a  most  unexjxjcted  side  of  his  character,  while 
his  allusions  to  their  letters  t )  him  show  that  the  family 
intercourse  was  delightfully  intimate  and  unreserved.  His 
solicitude  as  to  their  welfare  is  extreme;  he  i*elates  whatever 
is  passing  around  him  that  he  thinks  will  amuse  or  interest 
them;  there  is  no  sermonizing,  but  only  the  unaffected  expres- 
sion of  a  love  that  is.  sure  of  reciprocation.  When  he  com- 
mences a  long  letter,  June  26,  1581,  by  saying  that  he  had 
been  unable  to  write  on  the  previous  Monday,  and  now,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  similar  omission,  he  l>egins  before  taking 
up  the  business  that  will  probably  occupy  him  until  late,  we 
recognize  that  he  did  not  allow  the  cares  of  state  to  choke  up 
the  fountains  of  mutual  affection.  Even  more  unlooked  for 
are  the  references  to  Madalena,  an  old  serving-woman  who 
scolds  him  and  threatens  to  leave  him  when  he  does  not  please 
her.  On  one  occasion  she  had  promised  to  write  to  the  girls 
but  had  not  shown  herself;  perhaps  wine  was  the  cause  of 
this,  but  if  she  knew  of  his  suggesting  such  a  thing  she  would 
make  him  smart  for  it.  Altogether  this  revelation  of  the  vie 
Intiiiie  of  Philip  and  his  family  gives  us  a  more  human  concep- 
tion of  the  gloomy  monarch  whom  we  are  accustomed  to 
picture  to  ourselves  as  ensconsed  in  the  Escorial,  toiling 
through  the  midnight  hours  in  scrawling  notes  on  ever  accu- 
mulating despatches  and  interminable  consultas. 

The  unaffected  tenderness  of  the  relations  between  Philip 
and  his  (laughters  throws  some  light  on  the  tmgedy  of  Don 
Carlos,  which  has  been  used  so  effectually  to  blacken  Philip's 
memory.  Nothing  but  a  sense  of  the  most  absolute  necessity 
would  liave  led  him  to  deprive  his  son  of  the  succession, 
which  would  havii  relieved  him  of  the  burden  of  royalty. 
Sickly  and  suffering,  indolent  by  nature,  and  fond  of  country 
life,  if  he  had  had  sons  fit  to  govern,  Sigismondo  Cavalli  tells 
us,  in  1570,  that  he  would  have  abandoned  to  them  all  affairs 
of  state  and  have  retired  to  the  Escorial.     Unfortunately, 
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irlus.   hy   lii'^  wayward  excesses,    had   lonj;   foifeitcd   the 
[ectioii  and  contidencc  of  his  father  when  in  156S  he  wafi 


ilined.     From  hiJt  early  > 
»<i  to  all  who  looked  forw 


he  had   Ijeeii  an  object  of 

d  {a  hii^  future  reign.     At  the 

e  of  \.'2   Federigo   Badoero  dt'seribea   him  as  bright  and 

ick,   but   fierce,  pas^ionntv,   and   obstinate.     When  .siuall 

liiuals,  .>*uch  as  rabbits,  were  t)rought   in  from  the  chase 

took  delight  in  roasting  them  alive  and  watehing  their 

nnies.     At  a  still  earlier  age,  when  he  learned   that   the 

arriage  treaty  l»etween   his  father  and   Mary  of   England 

provided  that  the  Netherlands  shonid  descend  to  their  issue, 

he  declared  that  he  would  not  submit  to  it,  but  would  fight 

bis  future  half-brother,  and  he  wrote  to  Charles  V,  then  in 

lru«sels.  and  asked  to  have  a  suit  of  armor  made  for  him. 

he  rcache<l  nianhowl  the  curse  of  insanity,  which  he  inher- 

I  from  his  great- grand  mot  her.  Queen  Juana  la  loca,  devel- 

led  into  ataions  manifesting  liis  dangerous  unfitness  for  the 

rone.     At  the  age  of  '22  ho  one  day  shut  himself  up  in  his 

U>les  for  live  hours,  and  when  he  came  out  he  left  twenty 

irses  maimed  with  the  moat  brutal  cruelty.     The  slightest 

ise  of  displeaniin'  provoked  threatj^  or  attempts  to  poniard  or 

throw  out  of  window,  irrespective  of  the  dignity  of  the 

ender.     In  one  of  his  midnight  sallies  through  the  streetis 

Madrid  a  little  water  chanced  to  fall  upon  him,  when  he 

lered  the  house  from  which  it  (.■ame  to  \ie  burned  and  its 

iujiantti  to  be  put  to  death,  and  his  servants  only  evaded 

ft-ommsnds  by  pretending  that  when  they  went  theix:  for 

)  pui'pose  they  were  prevented  by  linding  that  the  holy 

:nunent  was  Iwing  carried  in.     When  to  these  evidences  of 

disordered  brain  we  add   the  unpardonable  indiscictions 

lifested  in  the  conduct  of  public  bnsinesK  in  which  Philip 

endeavoring   to   tmin    him.   we  may  imagine   how  the 

Iher  might  well  shudder  at  the  prospect  of  his  vtmt  mon- 

pby,  the  bulwark  of  the  Catholic  faith,  falling  into  such 

ids  at  a  time  when  all   constitutional  barriers  had  been 

)kcn  down  and  no  check  existed  to  curb  the  impulses  of 

1  sovei-eign.     He  might  well  fear  also  for  his  own  life,  for 

rlos  had  avowed  mortal  hatred  of  him,  and  in  a  nature  so 

ilent  and  ungoveniable  that  hatred  might  at  any  moment 

jress  itself  in  acts.     Yet  what  to  do  with  a  successor  (o 

bom  the  estates  of  Castile  had  already  sworn  allegiance 

a  problem  to  tax  lo  the  utmost  the  wisdom  of  the  King 
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and  his  advisors.  Simply  to  declare  him  incapable  of  sucw^s- 
sion,  to  a.sk  the  C'ortos  to  lu^voko  tlieir  oatbs^  and  to  await  the 
birth  and  maturity  of  somo  more  promising  heir  would  merely 
bo  to  invito  insiiljordination  and  <'ivil  war,  with  the  prospect 
that  Carlos,  if  loft  at  liborty,  would  oxocuto  the  design  which 
was  the  immodiato  cause  of  his  arrest — of  flying  from  Spain 
and  raising  Italy  or  Flanders  in  open  revolt.  The  only  prac- 
ticable solution  seemed  to  be  to  treat  him  as  Queen  Juana 
had  been  treated  to  place  him  in  confinement,  where  in  the 
course  of  six  months  despair  led  him  to  commit  such  excesses 
of  alternate  gluttony  and  ahstinence  that  his  fragile  and 
enfeebled  fnune.  sank  under  them.  The  cold  impassiveness 
with  which  Philij)  watched  tlie  extinction  of  a  young  life  that 
had  opened  under  such  brilliant  promise. invites  criticism,  but 
what  was  passing  under  that  exterior  trained  to  repress'  all 
manifestations  of  emotion  none  may  guess.  Paternal  affec- 
tion, it  is  true,  had  be(»n  chilled  bv  the  strained  relations 
which  had  long  existed,  but  the  com])lications  in  his  plans 
caused  by  the  catastrophe  nuist  have  Iwen  the  severest  of 
trials,  and  ho  doubtless  sought  consolation  in  imagining  him- 
self to  Ih»  repi»ating  the*  sacrifice  of  Abraham.  Prescott,  it 
seems  to  me,  shows  a  curious  blindness  to  the  situation  when 
he  asks  the  ipiestion,  *'Can  those  who  reject  the  imputation 
of  murder  accjuit  that  fatln^r  of  inexonible  rigor  toward  his 
child  in  the  measures  which  ho  employed  or  of  the  di'eadful 
•responsi])ility  which  attaches  to  the  consoijuences  of  them?" 
It  has  })een  no  part  of  my  i)urtK)so  to  attempt  the  rehabili- 
tiition  of  Philip.  I  have  simply  sought  to  represent  him  as  an 
oixlinary  man  fashioned  })y  influen<*os  which  one  may  hope  will 
wholly  pass  away  in  th(»  course  of  human  progress,  although 
the  affaire*  Drevfus  and  th<»  massacre  of  Kitcheneff  show  how 
the  fin»s  of  the  |)ersecuting  sj)irit  an»  still  occasionally  rekindled 
in  their  ashes.  To  judge  of  Philip  in  this  manner  is  not  to 
approve,  tacitly  or  overtly,  the  influences  which  made  him 
what  he  was  what,  in  fact,  he  could  not  help  being.  Thesis 
influences  we  may  condemn  all  the  more  heartily  when  we  see 
that  thev  made  of  a  man,  slow  of  intellect  but  obstinate  in  the 
performance  of  what  ho  was  tiiught  to  regjird  as  his  duty,  the 
scourge  of  his  fellow-creatures  in  j)lace  of  being  their  bene- 
factor. Wo  can,  moreover,  enforce  this  lesson  by  the  fact 
that  this  perverted  scmiso  of  duty  proved  a  curse  not  only  to 
those  on  whom  he  trampled,  but  to  his  native  land,  which  he 
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fondly  imagined  that  he  was  guiding  to  the  height  of  glory  and 
prosperity.  It  had  already  been  dangerously  crippled  by  his 
father,  whose  striving  for  the  universal  monarchy  w^as  dis- 
guised by  zeal  for  the  faith.  Philip's  ardor  in  the  extirpation 
of  heresy  not  only  wasted  the  millions  which  he  drew  from 
the  mines  of  the  New  World,  but  exhausted  Spain  to  a  point 
that  left  for  his  successors  a  land  of  indescribable  misery,  of 
which  the  outward  decadence  but  faintly  reflected  the  internal 
wretchedness.  Yet  the  principles  which  misled  him  survived 
him,  and  to  the  Spaniard  of  the  seventeenth  century  Philip 
the  Prudent  remained  the  incarnate  ideal  of  a  Catholic  prince. 

It  is  not  to  be  assumed  that  history  loses,  in  the  colorless 
treatment  which  I  advocate,  its  claims  as  a  teacher  of  the 
higher  morality — if  I  may  be  allowed  thus  to  designate  soipe 
system  of  practical  ethics  superior  to  that  in  which  we  of 
to-day  are  grouping  somewhat  blindly.  To  depict  a  man  like 
Philip  as  a  monster  of  iniquity,  delighting  in  human  misery, 
may  gratify  prejudice  and  may  lend  superficial  life  and  vigor 
to  narrative,  but  it  teaches  in  reality  no  lesson.  To  represent 
him  truthfully  as  the  inevitable  product  of  a  distorted  ethical  i/ 
conception  is  to  trace  effects  to  causes  and  to  point  out  the  \* 
way  to  improvement.  This  is  not  only  the  scientific  method  i 
applied  to  history,  but  it  enobles  the  historian^s  labors  by 
rendering  them  contributory  to  that  progress  which  adds  to 
the  sum  of  human  happiness  and  lits  mankind  for  a  higher 
standard  of  existence.  The  study  of  the  past  in  this  spirit 
may  perhaps  render  us  more  impatient  of  the  present,  and 
yet  more  hopeful  of  the  future. 

^As  one  of  the  last  survivors  of  a  past  generation,  whose 
career  is  rapidly  nearing  its  end,  in  bidding  you  farewell  I 
ma^'  perhaps  be  permitted  to  express  the  gratification  with 
which,  during  nearly  half  a  century,  1  have  watched  the 
development  of  historical  work  among  us  in  the  adoption  of 
scientific  methods.  Year  after  year  I  have  marked  with  grow- 
ing pleasure  the  evidence  of  thorough  and  earnest  research  on 
the  part  of  a  constantly  increasing  circle  of  well-train(»d 
scholars  w^ho  have  no  cause  to  shun  comparison  with  those  of 
the  older  hemisphere.  In  such  hands  the  future  of  the  Ameri- 
can school  of  history  is  safe  and  we  ran  look  forward  with 
assurance  to  the  honored  position  which  it  will  ussume  in  tlu* 
literature  of  the  world. 


^^s^^am 
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By  Max  Farrand. 


When  the  question  of  adopting  the  Federal  Constitution 
Avas  being  considered  in  the  Pennsylv^ania  State  convention, 
James  Wilson,  who  had  taken  an  imporhint  part  in  the  fram- 
ing of  that  instrument,  stilted  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  oppo- 
sition did  not  appear  to  appreciate,  even  in  the  most  difficult 
part  of  the  plan,  the  difficulties  that  had  been  experienced  b}' 
the  Federal  Convention.'*  |  Inasmuch  as  the  Constitution  came 
forth  as  the  practically  unanimous  product  of  *  the  Federal 
Convention's  labors,  and  the  proceedings  of  that  body  were 
secret,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the^  men  of  that  time  should 
have  failed  to  comprehend  the  difficulties  that  had  been 
encountered!}  Since  the  publication  of  the  records  of  the  COn- 
v^ention,  however,  it  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  those  who 
have  attempted  to  describe  the  framing  of  our  Constitution 
should  continue  under  similar,  if  not  the  same,  misapprehen- 
sions of  which  Wilson  complained  in  1787.  In  nothing  is  tliis 
more  clearly  shown  than  in  tlic  treatment  of  the  compromises 
that  were  such  an  essential  feature  of  the  Convention's  work. 
Not  only  have  some  of  the  most  important  compromises  ])een 
completely  overlooked,  but  others  have  been  greatly  misrep- 
re.sented,  and  in  conse(|uence  the  final  outcojue  of  the  Conven- 
tion's proceedings,  as  well  Jis  those  proce(»dings  themselves, 
have  been  sadly  distorted. 

The  only  explanation  that  appears  plausible  as  to  this  mis- 
interpretation of  perfectly  accessible  facts  is  that  the  great 
source  of  our  information  as  to  wluit  actually  took  place  in 
the  Federal  Convention,  the  Madison  Papers,  first  appeared  in 

rt Elliot's  IH'»>atrs.  HiNt  iMjitioii.  1hl>7-1K^().  III.  .".♦T. 
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Is4()/'  This  was  just  the  time  when  the  slavery  question  was 
hecomin*^  the  all-absorbiiig  topic*  in  our  national  life,  and  it 
was  hut  natural  that  tlie  men  of  that  time  should  turn  to  the 
debates  of  the  Convention  to  see  what  the  f ramers  of  our  Con- 
stitution had  said  and  don(»  uj)on  the  (juestion  that  was  then 
ui)j)ennost  in  the  minds  of  all.  It  is  jx)ssible  that  as  *'*' com- 
promise'' was  the  shibboletii  between  184()  and  1800,  men 
instinctively  t(Mided  to  support  their  j)osition  bv  the  action  of 
th(»  ''  Fathers''  in  17S7.  Tnder  these  conditions  it  is  not  sur- 
prising thjit  tli(*  historical  writers  of  that  timei  in  treating  of 
the  formation  of  the  Cbnstitution,  should  overemphasize  the 
slavery  (juestions  in  the  Convention.  Take,  for  example, 
Kichaixl  llildn^tli's  Ilistorvof  the  United  States.  The  third 
volume,  which  covers  the  period  of  the  Revolution  and  the 
(■onfederation,  appeared  in  184t>.  Of  the  chapter  that  is 
dc^voted  to  the/' Formation  of  the  Fede ml  Constitution," one- 
third  is  tak(Mi  up  with  tin*  slavery  debates,  and  of  the  "three 
<,n*eat  compromises"  that  he  notices,  two  are  slavery  com- 
promis(\s.  The  second  volume  of  (i.  T.  Curtis^s  History  of 
the  Constitution  was  published  in  IS58.  Although  Curtis 
does  not  nc^tflect,  as  llildn»th  did,  the  other  features  of  the 
Convention's  work,  and  altlioutjfh  he  corrects  Hildreth's  mis- 
appreluMision  that  the  counting  of  three-fifths  of  the  slaves 
was  tli(^  essential  featun*  of  the  compromise  in  which  both 
reprcvsentat ion  and  direct  taxation  were  to  be  apportioned 
according  to  population,  he  distinctly  exaggerates  the  impor- 
tjinc(^  of  the  slavery  ([iKvstions  and  he  chooses  the  same  three 
provisions  as  the  ''giand  compromises  of  the  (constitution." 
Knowing  how  closely  one  writer  is  apt  to  follow  the  thought, 
if  not  the  words  of  another  writer,  especially  if  the  earlier 
work  is  regarded  as  authoritative,  it  may  l)e  readily  under- 
stood why  practically  all  subsecpuMit  writers  have  followed 
the  lead  of  two  such  men  as  llildreth  and  Curtis.  George 
Bancroft,  it  is  true,  do(\s  !iot  lay  himself  open  to  this  charge, 
and  in  his  History  of  the  Constituiion  (ls82)  has  produced  the 
most  detailed  and  unprejudiced  study  of  our  subject  that  has 
yet   appeared.     Hut  even   Bancroft  failed  to  appreciate  the 

"Tho  writer  is  at  i>ri>8ont  eiiKagc'*!  ill  an  attompt  to  examine  nil  the  more  important 
works  dealing  with  the  formation  of  the  Constitution,  in  order  t(»  <letennine,  If  possible, 
the  origin  and  <ieveh)pment  of  current  miwoiH-cptions.  That  examination  in  only  par- 
tially completed,  but  it  has  been  carried  far  enough  to  render  extremely  probable  the 
explanation  that  in  here  given. 
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niiieance  of  the  Fedeiiil  Convention'^  uction  in  at  least  two 

to  whicli   purticuliu-  attention  is  to  be  givfiii  in  this 

;icle — llie  admission  of  new  Stutei^  and  tbe  method  of  elect- 

%ag  the  President.    That  hi«  guneral  interpretation  of  the 

invention's  work  is  not  more  universally  acrepted  is  doubt- 

ts  due  to  the  difficulty  of  appreciating  \m  (Kiint  of  view. 

Owing  to  the  tediouwness  of  hiw  method  and  U>  lii.s  inability  or 

unwillingness  to  summarize  his  conclusions,  BancPoftV  work 

is  really  difficult  to  comprehend.      CVinsequently  there  are 

many  who  cite  him  as  an  authority,  but  apparently  few  who 

.lly  follow  him." 

Is  it  not  time  to  break  away  from  the  ti'aditions  that  have 
len  handed  down  to  ua  fi'om  the  days  of  the  .slavery  struggle? 
lie  of  tho.'ie,  the  so-called  "three-fifths  compromise,"  ought 
irtainly  to  be  relegated  to  the  myths  of  the  past.     That  five 
,ves  should  count  lus  three  freemen  had  been  incorporated  in 
Jthc  revenue  amendment  of  1783  and  had  been  accepted  by 
iloven  States  before  the  Federal  Convention  ever  met.     When 
the  Randolph  i-esolutions  were  being  considered  in  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  this  same  rule,  avowedly  taken  from  the 
pn^xised  amendment  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  was 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  nine  to  two.*     It  was  also  em1>odied  in 
New  .lerjicy  plan.     To  regarti  this  as  a  compromise  is  alto- 
gether ft  misinterpretation.     It  was  aptly  described  by  Hufus 
King  in  the  Massachusetts  state  convention  when  he  said  that 
"this  rule    *     •     •     wag  adoptetl,   because  it  was  the  Ian-  I 
gunge  of  all  America,"*^ 

The  other  slavery  compromise,  upon  the  slave-trade  and 


•  An  lnler««inginiuinilionr>(  thitlslrtbotouiid  In  Ibe  uBoof  the  lenu  "  OnnnecUi'iit 
or  the  Hgrcemcnt  that  vat  rencheil  on  the  cninpmltlun  nf  Ihe  Iwo  hiiunoH 
K.  Bniiproil  apparcutly  Bdi>pt«l  thi>  dmlguaUon  b«(auit<:  lie  b«l<i>veil, 
:  '>is«K<^niled  [ntprprelatlon  of  the  patt  taken  by  Lhcm,  that  lo  the  Cnn- 
nJirui  ilelegBtoB  ahi'iild  be  given  tbecredlt  of  gelling  (his  mmpromiBe  adopted.  Later 
avonidUTHllfccvptciltblaappellaUon  that  Ita  luv  liu  tnHHiiae  almoal  uiil- 
ml.  bul  the  eiplanallona  aa  lo  wtty  tlilF  compromiic  la  to  railed  aiv  by  no  meant. 
?erhBiia  Alexander  J i>hn!ili>n'H  htiirllul  iHnlni  "that  the  binh  nl  the  Con- 
niitin  w»a  merely  i he  grafting  ot  the  CVmnwllriil  systuui  on  the  stock  o(  the  old  C!on- 
,"  and  hix  nltogetherutmnmiiiltil  tlHli-inenl  that  the  tcraui  ol  Ihi-romproiniK' 
t*-ctHnBiDnly  efled  aa  ■  the  Conn wtli'iit  pr(ip<M>iL'  ■'  (Conneetieul.  sai-SSS)  ha  vi' been 
ttNTvlcD.  At  any  rat*,  the  more  genvmlly  nreepteil  explanation  of  destKnating  thiir 
le  Conneotlcul  Compromiic  U  to  the  elTvct  that  Ita  printiplea  were  burrowed 
e,  where  was  to  bu  found  popular  leprcwniation  in  one  branch  ol  the  le(t» 
MX)  MMl  local  Tcpresonlatlon  In  ibeulher— an  explanation  lor  which  thero  uppeiuir  Ui 

leiln  UiB  records  III  ihe  Ci>iiireullooorln  the  tnHlnga  of  Bancroft. 
ftUHplii,  Papers  o(Jnme*HadiHin,  SI2-M3. 
W  Kllliil,  llMt  nlltion.  I ,  M. 
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navigation  a<ts,  was  a  genuino  coniproniise.'*  It  is  quite  mis- 
leadinjjf,  however,  to  put  it  amon<^  the  foremost  questions  of 
the  C^onventioii.  The  executive,  judiciary.  Western  States, 
control  of  militia,  and  a  dozen  otiier  subjects,  all  ranked  above 
it  in  iiniK)rtunce.  It  can  not  be  too  strongly  emphasized  that 
in  IT'S?  the  shivery  (|uestion  was  not  the  important  question, 
we  might  say  it  was  not  th(^  mom!  question  that  it  was  in  1850. 
The  South  demanded  concessions,  but  the  North  was  ready  to 
make  them,  (^specially  if  it  couhi  obtain  some  concessions  in 
return.*  'I'o  magnify  these  (piestions  to  the  exclusion  or  to 
the  belittling  of  other  interests  is  a  complete  misreading  of 
history. 

It  has  b(»en  customary  to  regard  as  compromises  only  such 
decisions  as  were  reached  in  the  (\)nyention  after  sharp  sepa- 
ration of  parties  along  certain  accepted  lines  of  division,  the 
appointment  of  a  connnittee  to  devise  some  means  of  accom- 
modation, and  the  adoption  of  their  report  or  some  other  con- 
ciliatory nuMisure  nMjuiring  both  sides  to  make  more  or  less  of 
a  concession.  It  would  not  se(»m,  however,  to  be  an  undue  ex- 
tension of  the  term,  if  under  compromises  we  include  cases  in 
which  the  divisions  were  so  sharp  and  the  opinions  so  fixed  as  to 
force*  such  a  modilication  of  certain  provisions  as  would  leave 
theclaus(*>;  in  (juestion  acc(»ptable  to  both  sides  without  antag- 
onizing eithcM',  although  no  conunittees  had  to  be  appointed 
to  accomplish  tJK'sc  results.  For  example,  iii  that  part  of  the 
plan  of  govenun(Mit  which  provided  for  the  organization  of  a 
Federal  judiciary,  the  provision  that '•'Congress ////^/y  «  «  * 
establish"  inferior  courts  was  phrased  in  this  way  to  render 
it  acceptable  to  those  who  favored  the  establishment  of  such 
courts,  and  to  those  who  insisted  that  such  tribunals  would 
interfere  with  the  rightful  jurisdiction  of  the  State  courts.^ 
Again,  the  provision  that  ''all  debts  ""  *  *  shall  be  as 
valid  ajrainst  the  Tnited  States  as  under  the  Confederation-' 
was  not  modeled  after  the  clause*  in  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion, as  is  so  fnMpu*ntly  stated:  the  wording  is  significantly 
different  and  was  intended  to  reconcile  the  conflicting  opinions 
of  those  who  wanted  the  central  CTOvernment  to  assume  the 


«i  It  nmy  not  be  amiss  to  roitcraU'  h<'ro  tlie  i»ositioti  tliat  is  takt'ii  by  the  more  careful 
writJTs  U]M»n  tliis  subject,  that  the  prohibition  of  e\i»ort  taxes  forn>e<l  no  part  of  thiscom- 
l)romise.    Cf.  Gilpin,  i:^S.  i:W<V-i:W7. 141');  Curtis.  TI,'.W.  note.IiCnJ-SUJ:  Haneroft,  11,162,168. 

''Com[>nre  Luther  Martin's  statement  in  "The  (Jenuine  Information  lai«l  before  the 
lA?>ri^latun' of  Maryland."  in  Yates.  S«'cret  I'rcM-ee<linK^.  ls-jl.«n. 

«-(;ilpin.  7«»H-f<H) 
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State' d«hl8,  Atid  of  those  who  wci'l>  opposed  to  fluch  as'^iimp- 
Rtioii."  But  tliR  most  important  of  r^ucb  iiioditied  clauseti  was 
■that  which  provided  for  the  sdniis^ion  of  new  States. 

In  L-olunial  times,  as  population  increased,  in  many  iustancea 

I«0  largely  through  the  tin  migration  of  foreigners,  and  as  set- 

I  tlement  extended   into   the   l>ack  country,  the  conservative 

lunoneyed  interests  of  the  coast,  jealous  of  their  power  and 

mrful  for  their  property,  insisted  upon  retaining  the  control 

;of  government  in  their  own  banrfn  mid  refused  to  grant  to  the 

[interior  counties  the  share  in  government  to  which  their  niim- 

lersof  population  entitled  them.     This  was  seen  in  Ita  most 

lobrious  fonu  in  the  inequality  of  representution  in  the  legisla- 

Notably  wan  this  the  ca.se  in  Pennsylvania.  Virginia, 

Ud  the  Carolinas.*    And  this  inequality  was  maintained  in  the 

ptate  Governments  that  were  formed  after  the  outbreak  of 

i  Revolution.     When  the  qucstitm  of  representation  in  the 

national  legislature  was  Imfore  the  Federal  Convention,  the 

same  interests  demanded  similar  restrictions.     Pennsylvania's 

method  of  dealing  with  the  frontier  counties  was  cited  with 

[  •pproval.'    As  it  had  worked  well  there  for  the  older  por- 

tons  of  the  State  to  keep  the  power  in  their  own  iinnds,  so 

I  the  United  States,  it  was  insisted,  new  States  ought 

Ifaot  to  be  admitted  on  au  equal  footing  with  the  old  States. 

(iouverneur  Morris  was  the  champion  of  the  commercial 
^nd  propertied  interests,  and  when  the  compromise  on  repre- 
sentation was  under  discussion  ho  declared  in  favor  of  consider- 
ing property  as  welt  as  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  apjiortion- 
ing  Representatives.     In  explanation  of  his  position  he  stated 
^Mtut  be  had  in  mind  the  "rang^  of  new  States  which  would 
Hbwn  be  formed  in  the  West,"  and  "he  tliought  the  rule  of 
^Bepresentation  ought  to  i)e  so  fixed  ii-s  to  secure  to  the  Atlantic 
^ntatee  a  prevalence  in  the  national  councils.'"''    A  little  later, 
on  Morris's   motion    an<l   evidently  to   phrase   his   views,   a 
committee  was  appointed'  and  made  a  report-'"  which  was 
rsnhly  declared  to  be  intended  to  give  to  the  Atlantic  Stotes 

■■mlpln,  I»6-l3fW.  lilTH-lSn.  140;;.  UU-M2e.    SvcstawmenlliyBanccua.  U.  Iin. 

"Ifemorinlof  IhvPnxi'in  Meii."lii  l*urkniim'»Conipirai'yaf  Ponilac.  Aiit«i"'1iE; 
d,  KernlntUmurT  Muvcnu-iK  In  l>t!iiiiNilYniil>i;  Jpflenon.  N'OIch  nu  VlDrlnlB;  Ua<. 
^i.  Repilttore  uf  N'urtli  Otvlliw,"  In  A.  Fl.  A.  Ri^inirt.  1«M:  nod  Scbsiier,  "SecUoniillsm 
wulKlion  111  soiiih  oirolin*."  Ibid,,  iw». 
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the  {KJwer  of  ''doalinj^  out  tho  right  of  representation  in  safe 
proiK)rtions  to  the  Western  States.""  This  portion  of  the 
report  was  at  first  adopted,''  but  was  afterwards  disregarded 
w^hen  the  eoniproinise  was  reached  by  which  it  was  agreed  to 
ap|X)rtion  both  representation  and  taxation  aocoixiing  to  num- 
])ers  of  popuhition. '' 

It  is  generally  assumed  that  the  question  was  thus  finally 
disposed  of.  But  Morris  was  not  so  easily  defeated.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Petail  to  draft  a  constitution  included  in  the  article 
for  the  admission  of  new  States  a  provision  that  such  new 
Stat<»s  should  ''be  admitted  on  the  same  terms  w4th  the  origi- 
nal States/'^'  Doubtless  this  provision  was  inserted  because 
the  connnittee  so  interpreted  the  action  or  sentiments  of  the 
Convention  or  believed  it  warranted  by  them.  When  the 
article  came  up  in  its  turn  for  consideration  Morris  protested 
against  this  provision,  and  he  made  his  objection  on  the  same 
(jfrounds  as  his  previous  opposition  to  representation  in  pro- 
))ortion  to  Xhv  numbers  of  population:  '*  He  did  not  wish  to 
bind  down  the  legislature  to  admit  Western  States  on  the  terms 
here  stated.  *  *  *  [HeJ  did  not  mean  to  discoumge  the 
growth  of  the  western  country.  *  *  *  He  did  not  wish, 
howev(»r,  to  throw  the  power  into  their  hands. ''^  Such  men 
as  Madison,  Mason,  and  Sherman  opposed  him/  but  Morris 
succ(KHled  in  getting  the  objectionable  clause  stricken  out,  and 
then  without  a  dissenting  voice  the  Convention  agreed  to  his 
substitute:  "'New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Legislature 
into  the  Cnion/'-'  or  as  it  reads  in  the  final  draft,  ''New States 
niav  be  admitted  bv  the  Conirress  into  this  Union.'"* 


a(iil]iin,  10;')2-ia\i. 

^Ihi(l.,  10r>8. 

flu  llu'  lir>t  Ntii^os  of  the  diwussion  of  tho  «iiR'sti<)ii  of  nunilMTs  of  Representative!*,  the 
c'onllictniK  iiiterots  of  hjist  jiinl  Wrst  wtTr  inorr  important  than  th(>se  of  slave  and  free 
Stiites.  Our  lattT  writers  appamitly  fail  to  apprt'ciatt-  this  fact,  although  it  i»  clearly 
brought  out  l»y  Hildrrth,  Curtis,  ami  Baucnjft. 

rfjournal  of  tlie  Convention,  ls\\),  "228.  Prof.  William  A.  DunninK.  Ussays  on  Civil  War 
an<l  Rcconstruoiion,  310,  intorprets  thi.s  as  /eferriuK  only  t«)  tho  now  «>tatos  arising  wiUiin 
tho  boundarioHof  any  of  tho  old  States,  From  tho  wording  alone  the  moaning  isdoubtful, 
but  tho  debate  in  tho  Convention  niM)n  this  clause  does  not  supiK)rt  Professor  Dunning's 
interpretation.    (See  Gilpin,  ir)6-14.')7.) 

c  Ibid.,  145«>- 1157. 

/Ibid..  1157. 

(7 Ibid.,  1457-1158.  The  \vi  iter  is  indebted  to  Prof,  Frederick  .1.  Turner,  of  the  University 
of  Wl.*<consin,  for  first  calling  hifi  attention  to  the  fKJssible  significance  of  the  wording  of 
this  clauwi. 

ft  Constitution.  Article  IV,  Section  3. 
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iThis  phi-Biieology  is  lipimreritly  so  iirtless  that  it  might  well 
iiiimous  support  of  the  CoiiventJoti,  but  in  view 
of  its  origin  and  authoi'ship  it  acqnires  great  »igniticani'e. 
How  great  this  \h  one  hardly  realizes  until  he  i-eads  Morris's 
own  interpretation  of  Ihc  claiine.  Sixteen  years  later,  at  the 
time  of  the  Louisiana  I'lurha'sc.  in  a  li?tter  to  Ilcnry  W. 
Livingston."  he  wTOte: 

Yiiur  inquiry  *  •  »  isisubHtautiully  wlietlief  tlieOiugrefls  uauaiiniit 
at<  a  Tiew  6tite  territory  which  did  nul  belonK  td  the  Llnitt.>il  SUtes  when 
the  Ooni'titutioii  wiia  miidc.     In  in}'  opinion  tliey  can  not. 

I  always  thought  that  when  v/e  shouhl  acquire  Canada  and  Louleiana  it 
would  he  jiroiier  In  povem  them  tw  pruvincefi  and  hIIow  theui  no  voi<«  in 
i.iiir  (xaincib.  In  warding  the  thinl  section  of  tlie  fourth  article  1  went  as 
far  as  i-ircumElances  would  pennit  to  eHtabli)<h  the  exchieioii.  Candor 
^b|i|{ea  me  tii  add  my  belief  that  had  it  lieen  more  pointedly  expreawl  a 
Hbong  opposition  would  have  lieen  mode.^ 

BWithin  the  scope  of  this  artifle-  it  is  not  possible  to  discus.'* 
The  whole  "btimlle  of  coniproiiiiHes"  that  make  up  the  Con- 
stitution, if  it  were  it  would  he  interesting  to  trace  thp  for- 
tunes of  the  clause  that  vests  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
the  right  of  originating  money  bills;  how  it  was  originally  an 
exclusive  right;  how,  in  this  form,  it  was  sufficient  to  turn 
the  scale  in  favor  of  the  first  greatconipromise;'"  how  it  served 
again  in  the  same  way  in  determining  the  compromise  on  the 
luethiHl  of  elei'ting  the  Pi'esidcnt,''  and  how,  when  its  sphere 
of  usefulness  as  a  com  promise- factor  was  ended  it  was  ruth- 
shorn  of  its  virtues  by  granting  to  the  Senate  an  unrc- 
ictod  privilege  of  amendment,  and  then  was  finally  allowed 
Bplace  in  the  Coustitutiou.  The  control  of  the  militia,  the 
itiictions  upon  appointment  to  office  of  members  of  Con- 

bvn.  IW3.  Fiparki,  UfciiFU-iurifriiciirMiirrl!!,  ][[.  1VJ. 

•Ifn-  raniiilwll.  In  iIijIIhtIiik  lila  n>ii«urrtiii!  ciiiiiiloii  In  Uic  Ilrtfl  tfiflll  riuf 
toBowart,  GDI),  ciltil  tlil«  Idler  o[  Muriii'n.  and  it  wiu  hIwi  iritiuducud  In  giippurl  ot 
the  O'oVDmmtnl'*  cauw  when  the  Infulnr  Ciuk!I  were  nrgucd  nwendy  bercin.'  Uiv  Fiilvnl 
supreme  Ckmrt.  It  In  Inlnivnlng  lo  iiolu.  faowever,  that  In  (lie  laller  liuOtiiji-u  only  m 
niueh ol  the l«ler  wu  quoted  lU  astits  the righl  to  KOvem  u  provinces  wtihani  viiliu 
III  the  Fvderal  counrlU  icTrltory  nol  nrlgliiully  IwlonglnB  tu  Ilie  Cniled  SI&Ihi.    Tlul 


I.  lea,  o: 


iK^ndlulcnllon  i 
tr  tolnlrmltice  forelttn  terrltcr 
■rfj:  "Uwii 


ry  iii^t  'il  li'ijlnlntkin  i>holi1d  be 
HX  H  ■Ulu  Into  thv  ilnkin." 
ibt!  acDommodaUmi : "  UlJplQ.  IDOH. 
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<^ivss,  the  |K)\vors  of  Congress,  the  restrictions  upon  the  States, 
and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Fedeml  courts  are  some  of  the  sub- 
jt»cts  that  would  repay  a  more  careful  study  than  has  been 
generally  ain-ordod  lo  them.  Partly  to  show  the  possibilities 
of  such  a  study,  hut  mainly  Iwcause  its  inherent  importance 
has  been  so  generally  disn^garded  and  because  of  the  failure 
to  recognize  that  the  tinal  det(Tmination  wasas  genuine  acorn- 
prouiis(»  as  any  that  was  leached  in  the  Convention — of  far 
gr(»ater  importance  than  tin*  so-called  slavery  compromises — 
t\w.  method  of  electing  the  Kxecutive  has  been  chosen  to  illus- 
trate* the  curn»nt  misinterpretations  of  the  w^ork  and  the  diffi- 
culties of  tl;(*  Fed(M-al  ConvcMition. 

When  Wilson,  as  alr(»ady  cited,  complained  *'how  little  the 
ditliculties  apjK'ar  to  have  been  noticed  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemen in  opposition/'  h*»  had  particular  reference  to  the 
method  of  (^hnting  the  President,  and  he  went  on  to  explain 
that  ''the  convention  were  perplexed  with  no  part  of  this 
plan,  so  much  as  with  the  mode  of  choosing  the  President  of 
the  United  States/'  A  few  weeks  previous  in  the  Federal 
Convention  itself  and  toward  the  close  of  its  sessions,  when 
this  (jucstion  came  up  for  its  tinal  determination,  Wilson  had 
ex])resscd  himself  still  more  positively,  saying:  "This  subject 
has  gn^atly  divided  the  House,  and  will  also  divide  the  people 
out  of  doors.  It  is  in  truth  the  most  difficult  of  all  on  which 
w(*  have  had  ,t()  d<»cidc/'"  Madison,  in  the  Virginia  State 
convention,  also  calh'd  attention  to  the  f act^^that  the  organi- 
zation of  the  general  governnu^nt  was  in  all  its  parts  very 
ditiicult/'  and  that  '•  there  was  a  peculiar  ditiiculty  in  that  of 
the  Kxecutive/''' 

So  natural  does  it  seem  t^)  us  to  have  a  single  person  as 
the  Chief  Kxecutive  of  our  Fcnleral  Republic,  and  so  accus- 
tomed have  we  become  to  th(»  attributes  and  powers  of  his 
otllce,  that  it  is  hard  for  us  to  project  ourselves  into  the  time 
before*  such  an  otKce  existed  and  to  sympathize  with  the 
apprehensions  of  those  men  as  to  the  dangers  that  might 
lurk  under  the  dec(*ptive  titU»  of  Pn»sident.  The  necessity  of 
a  strong  extuutive  was  clearly  recognized,  and  the  members 
of    the   Convention    were   determined  that  such   should   be 

established,  but  when  their  determination  had  been  carried 

'« S»-i)tembor  4,  Ibid..  1191.  ^  Elliot,  llrst  edition,  II,  889. 
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at,  many  »tood  oghufsl.  )it  thr-  extensive  powers  that  were 
wted  in  this  officer.  In  spite  of  nil  the  oheckR  and  liraita- 
9  that  were  placed,  there  was  coliir  for  the  assertion  that 
jnarehy,  in  fact  if  not  in  name,  had  been  created.  The 
ip]X)Dent»  of  the  sy8t«m  reeurix'd  to  this  ufrain  and  again, 
uad  itn  defenders  found  it  difficult  to  refute  the  charge. 
If  ben,  in  our  own  day,  we  find  it  hard  to  agree  upon  a  satis- 
Krtory  definition  of  monarehy  that  excUidca  the  President  of 
i  Republic  more  powerful  than  many  uionarehs,  it  is  not  to 
I  wondered  at  that,  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the 
Constitution,  the  supporters  of  the  new  order  were  at  a  loss 
to  defend  tbejr  contention  tliat  no  monarchy  had  been  estab- 
lished," T/te  Prcsidfiit  ii-iiii  not  a  //lonarrA,  but  beyond  that 
they  could  burdly  go.  In  other  words,  when  forced  out  of 
(reiiemlizations  and  held  down  to  Kpecilic  definitions,  their 
iK'st  efforts  resulted  in  explaining  the  presidency  in  negative 
tonus  of  monarchy.  As  an  illustration  of  this,  take  the  note 
made  by  President  Stiles  of  Baldwin's  account  of  what  hwl 
tuken  place  in  the  Federal  Convention: 

_  As  t<)  a  President,  it  appmreil  to  be  the  Opin.  of  Convention,  that  he 

I*  be  «  Character  respectable  by  the  Naliorm  as  well  as  by  the  foedera 

re.     To  this  End  that  as  much  Power  shii  be  (pven  him  as  irould  be 

lentlf  with  guards  agtiinat  all  po^aibility  of  his  osuending  in  a  Tract 

K  jeara  or  Ages  to  Deepotism  and  ateolutu  Monarchy; — oE  which  all  were 

mtionH.    Nor  did  it  appear  that  any  inembere  in  Convention  had  the 

t  Idea  of  JBC'  Ijiusly  lay"  the  Found'  of  a  future  Monarchy  like  thu 

roppan  or  Asiatic   MonarcliieB  either  aiitient   or  modem.     But  were 

'mously  guarded  and  firm  againHt  every  Thing  of  this  ultimate  Ten- 

Accordingly  they  meant  to  give  cuntdderable  Weight  as  Supreme 

I'e,  but  Axt  biui  dejiendent  on  the  States  at  large,  and  at  all  times 

impeju-hahle.'' 

If.  then,  we  recognize  the  importance  attached  to  the  exeeu- 

jjave  office  in  the  minds  of  the  members  of  the  Convention — 

lat.  as  Randolph  said,  the  people  would  "'behold     •     *     * 

i  President  the  form  at  least  of  a  little  monarch"'" — it  is 

r  fur  us  to  understand  that  the  method  of  choosing  the 

sbentof  that  office  should  have  occasioned  the  greatest 


H.  Doc  745,  S8-«- 
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difficulty  in  a  body  of  such  diverse  interests  and  such  diver- 
gent views,  and  would  naturally  occupy  a  great  deal  of  its 
attention.  On  twenty-one  different  days  this  subject  was 
brought  up  in  the  Convention.  Over  thirty  distinct  votes 
were  taken  upon  different  phases  of  the  method  of  election." 
Five  times  they  voted  in  favor  of  a])pointment  by  the  National 
Legislature,  and  once  against  it.  Once  they  voted  for  a  sys- 
tem of  electors  chosen  ])y  the  State  legislatures,  and  twice 
they  voted  against  such  a  vsystem.  Three  times  they  voted  to 
reconsider  the  whole  (juestion.  No  wonder  that  Gerry  should 
say,  "We  seem  to  be  entirely  at  a  loss."* 

In  the  earlier  stages  of  the  discussion  the  question  turned 
upon  whether  the  Executive  was  to  be,  as  Roger  Sherman 
expressed  it,  '*  nothing  more  than  an  institution  for  carrying 
the  will  of  the  legislature  into  effect,"^  or  was  to  be  indepen- 
dent of  and  really  a  check  upon  the  legislative  body.  As  the 
conception  of  the  new  government  developed,  however,  and 
the  Execuitive  grew  into  an  all-important  feature,  the  convic- 
tion was  established  that  the  President  must  be  independent 
of  the  legislature,  and  to  accomplish  this  the  favorite  method 
seemed  to  be  some  form  of  an  indirexit  popular  election.''  But 
if  the  people  were  to  choose,  the  large  States  would  have  a 
decided  advantage,  and  hence  there  arose  on  this  question  also 
the  old  division  between  the  large  and  the  small  States.  The 
result  was  a  compromise. 

In  order  to  understand  the  compromise  that  was  made,  it 
must  be  clearly  H])preciated  that  in  adopting  the  electoral 
system  the  Convention  acted  on  the  assumption  tliat  in  the 
great  majority  of  crises  -"'nineteen  times  in  twenty,"  Mason 
claimed*' — the  vote  of  the  electors  would  not  be  decisive — 
that  is,  a  majorit}'  of  votes  would  not  fall  upon  the  same  can- 
didate. There  were  not  wanting,  it  is  true,  members  of  the 
Convention  who  asserted  that  this  would  not  be  the  case,  but 
after  Mason  insisted  that  ''Those  who  think  there  is  no  danger 
of  there  not  being  a  majority  for  the  same  person  in  the  first 

n  This  doen  not  include  questions  of  term  or  eligibility. 

«» Gilpin.  U92. 

J' Ibid,  703. 

dSec  statement  by  Gouverneur  Morris  in  explanation  of  the  report  of  the  grand 
mittee  on  September  1,  ibid..  1489-1490. 

«Ibid..  1490.  In  the  Virginia  State  Convention  ho  waa  still  more  emi)hatic:  "not 
out  of  fifty; "  Elliot,  first  edition,  II,  363. 
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instaiR'i'  uugbt  to  ^ive  tip  the  point  to  thoue  who  think  other- 
wise."" it  was  tacitly  coiu-eded.  *  With  this  understandinff 
tlip  terms  of  the  compromise  are  perfectJv  clear.  As  the 
niinibcr  of  electors  from  eiieh  State  was  to  equal  the  number  of 
it,'*  Senators  and  llepresentatives.  the  large  States,  with  their 
{jreater  representation  in  Congress,  wctnld  have  a  distinct  ad- 
vantag'-.  To  offset  this,  when  no  election  resulttd, — as  was 
a-'suiiu'd  g'enerally  would  be  the  case— from  the  hig:hest  five 
i>andidales  a  choice  waa  tii  l»  made  hy  that  fmdv  which  was 
equally  representative  of  all  the  States,  and  in  which  it  was 
conceded  the  iiimull  State's  would  have  an  advantage,  the  .Sen- 
ate. In  other  words,  and  it  wuh  so  explained  again  and  again, 
under  this  system  the  large  State's  would  nominate  the  i^ndi- 
iBtes,  and  the  "eventual  election"  would  Ik-  controlled  by  the 
ill  States.  '    Owing  to  the  many  objections  that  the  giving 

this,  in  addition  to  the  extensive  powers  already  vested  in 
the  Senate,  would  render  that  body  t<io  powerful,  the  eventual 
election  waa  transferred  ^rom  the  Senate  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, but  the  principle  was  maintained  by  providing 
that  each  State  should  have  but  one  vote.'' 

Although  generally  overlooked  by  those  who  have  written 
on  this  subject,  there  can  Iw  no  doubt  that  the  final  determi- 
nation of  the  method  of  electing  the  I'reaident  was  a  genuine 
compromise.'  Gouveriieur  Morris/  King.''  and  Head  *  re- 
ferred to  it  tu*  such  in  the  Federal  <_V)iivention,  and  in  the  Vir- 
ginia State  convention  Madison  declared  in  so  many  words. 
"Here  is  a  compromise,"  and  he  explained  how  the  large 
States  and  the  small  States  were  affected  by  it. '     Not  only 


(h»  ConTenllon  tvliHed  iDallowit  vmiillur  munlwr 
lheoholi»,  U  IsqullB  p(ns[blB  that  hero,  a." 
the  CoDrenlion,  thu  larso  Stales  or  Iiuloiial  parly 
ai|dtilied  Ibclr  ptirpoiw  niutcr  ■  veil  nf  cnni^cBiioit.  It  wu  nnt  lot  them  to  dlgfiuie 
tmprDbKlrtlil;  of  an  election's  resuItlnglDtheflntlniitJUiGD.  It  thcybiul  theadT&nt- 
'n  (be  ebomlng  nf  electon.  It  wu  certainly  still  more  tu  (buir  beneflt  If,  <witrmiy  to 
Kbtlloiw.  Ihe  eln^lon  were  tbie  In  determine  the  remit. 

Is  by  Mndiwn.  Hhennan.  King,  nnil  Goiivemeur  Mnrrlp'  fn  the  Fed- 
B<^>fpntlaii  IGilpla.  IVtS.  14a».  1500,  ISOl.  1H»,  nnd'luon),  ann  by  MiuHauii  In  iheVlr- 
kSIAlccotlTeDllcm  (Blllat,  ArM  edlllon.  TI.  SMI, 
D.  1SI(t-IMI. 
'.^HIsHonw.  Id  hvr  study  of  the  Twvlllh  Ainptirtment.  [-biliWlelphia,  IBOI,  20,  clnu-ly 
nieecniws  the  f»et  of  ■  nnnpmnilse.  but  tbf  rnlnse^  lis  ementlal  elemenU. 
/(illlliu,  KW. 

dlUd.,  1501-lBIB.    Sue  aXn  Mndlxoii'n  note  nf  expkiuUon  on  fnfe  1MI. 
■  IMil..  I»M. 
tBllot.  flnt«lItIOD.  II,  SM. 
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was  it  a  ccjiiipromiso,  it  was  the  most  successful  of  all  the  com- 
promises. .The  im|X)rtanco  of  tlie  subject  and  the  conflicting 
opinions  in  the  Convention  rendered  extremely  probable  the 
fuUillment  of  Wilson's  fears  that  it  would  greatly  '*" divide  tiie 
people  out  of  doors,'"  but  in  1788  Hamilton  could  write,  ''The 
mode  of  appointment  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United 
States  is  almost  the  only  j)art  of  the  s^'stem  of  any  conse- 
(juence  which  has  escap<»d  without  severe  censure."" 

While  the  study  that  is  here  presented  is  a  slight  and  evi- 
dently but  a  partial  considemtionof  a  really  large  and  import- 
ant subject,  the*  results  that  have  been  attained  aiT  not  with- 
out value.  Briefly  they  might  ])e  sunmiari/ed  as  follows: 
Till*  tirst  and  gnnitest  compromise  of  the  Constitution  was 
that  which  dc^tennined  the*  c()m])osition  of  the  two  Hou-ses  of 
Congn^ss,  the  lower  IIous(»  to  be  representative  of  the  ptM)- 
ple  and  tlu*  upp(»r  House  of  the  States.  In  the  second  place, 
that  livi^  slaves  should  count  as  three  freemen  was  not  the  im- 
portant featun*  of  the  compromise  1)\'  which  both  represen- 
tation and  direct  taxation  were  to  ])e  apiX)rtioned  among  the 
States  according  to  th(»ir  resixM-tive  numbers  of  population, 
which  as  a  whole  was  only  a  sul)ordinate  part  of  the  first  com- 
promise. Thirdly,  one  of  the*  diflicult,  and  perhaps  the  most 
dillicult  of  all  th<^  (juestions  that  the  Convention  had  to  decide, 
th(»  determination  of  which  re<iuired  a  cimipromise  second  in 
importance  only  to  the  first  compromise,  was  that  of  the 
method  of  electing  the  ex(»cutive.  In  the  next  place,  while 
its  r(»lative  valu<*  nnist  be  a  matter  for  individual  judgment  to 
determine,  the  compromise  upon  the  slave-trade  and  naviga- 
tion acts  must  be  classed  with  a  number  of  other  matters  of 
distinctly  lesser  importance.  And  finalh',  there  are  in  the 
Constitution  manv  clauses  that  one*,  niav  not  be  inclined  to 
regard  as  compromis<'s  of  (piite  the  same  order  as  those  that 
have  just  been  consi(ler(Hl,  but  they  were  worded  sometimes) 
ambiguously  and  always  significantly,  and  when  studied  in 
this  light  they  achiev(>  an  importance  far  beyond  that  which 
is  usual  I V  accorded  to  them.'' 

'•  If  tilt'  i!itfTj>n'tiition  «»f  tliocninpromiNCK  tlml  has  hoengivt;n  is  c-orre<'t,  it  would  deem 
to  iiidicutc  that  tlu'  wholo  ircatinrnt  <»f  tlu»  iin>Ci*edinj3rs  that  ri'sultnl  in  the  furmation 
of  our  Fi'di'ral  (Constitution  niuM  !>o  rovijsfd.  The  Con.«<titution.  if  such  in  the  caae,  is  a 
more  dire«'t  result  fn>ni  the  conditions  during  the  period  of  th«'  Confodemtlon  and  a  more 
unbroken  development  fwm  the  Articles  of  Confederation  themwlves  than  is  generally 
supposed. 
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THE  WORLD  ASPECTS  OF  THE  LOUISIANA  PURCHASE. 


Lrgiiment  hj  title  is  ii  very  attnictivt;  form  of  fallai\v-     We 
therefore  freely  confesw  that  it  i»  rather  a  thesis  we  have  to 
est«V)lish  than  a  theme  to  upfold  when  we  speak  of  the  Ijouiai- 
nna  piirthase  an  a  decisive  epoi-h  of  geneml  history  and  of 
Amerit-an  history  in  purtieulur.     Moreover,  there  is  a  sense 
in  which  every  moment  throughout  the  compai-atively  short 
duration  of  recorded  history  is  a  decisive  one;  in  the  pursuit 
of  that  idea  the  verge  between  sound,  solemn  truth,  and  fanci- 
ful fiction  is  but  a  i-azor  edge. 
Yet  by  common  consent  some  men  and  some  events  are 
ichal.     Carefully  scrutinized,  such  men  and  such  events  are 
lown  by  very  definite  qualities.     There  are  times  when  the 
>at  central  current  has  few   lagoons,   no  backwater,  and 
jBver  an  eddy.     The  whole  substance  of  history  is  thrown 
bto  a  single  channel,  affording  a  notable  example  of  the  unity 
'.  history  and  compelling  its  study  by  transverse  sections 
kthcr  than  by  longitudinal  libel's.     The  man  of  such  a  period 
|>  fairly  ceitain  to  be  preeminently  busy,  so  diligent,  so  com- 
rehensive,  so  perspicacious  as  to  Ix^  for  the  duration  of  his 
tivity  and  ability  an  indispensable  person,  the  man  of  his 
He  is  literally  and  etymologically  a  governor,  for  he 
«rs  the  bark  of  state  alike  on  the  convexity  of  the  swift 
pd  swollen  tide,  and  m  the  hollowing  current  of  a  falling 

'  Such  a  decisive  epoch  was  that  of  the  eighteenth-century 
revolutions,  a  crisis  reached  aftt^r  long,  slow  prejmration,  pre- 
cipitated by  social  and  religious  bigotry,  dizzy  in  its  consum- 
niatioi),  wild  and  headlong  in  itsliight,  precipitous  in  its  crash, 
"  ~ '.  this  iuiportant  time  the  results  have  been  so  permanent 
lat  they  are  the  commonplaces  of  contemporary  history;  in 
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what  Carl  vie  callod  the  rovolutionarv  loom  the  warp  and  woof 
wore  spun  from  the  past,  and  the  fabric  is  that  from  which 
our  working  clothes  are  cut.  Moreover,  within  those  years 
appeared  the  great  dominating  soul  of  modern  humanit^^  who 
displayed  first  and  last  every  weakness  and  every  sordid  mean- 
ness of  mankind,  but  in  such  giant  dimensions  that  even  his 
depravity  inspires  awe.  His  virtues  were  equally  porten- 
tious  ])ecause  they  worked  on  the  gi'and  scale,  with  materials 
that  had  been  thrashed  and  winnowed  in  the  theory  and 
exp(»rience  of  live  generations  of  mankind.  It  was  well  within 
this  stupendous  age  and  by  the  act  of  this  representative  man 
that  Louisiana  was  n»dcemed  from  Spanish  misrule  and  incor- 
porated with  the  Territories  of  the  United  States.  Nor  was 
this  all.  A  careful  examination  of  the  general  political  situa- 
tion just  a  hundred  years  ago  will  exhibit  the  elemental  and 
almost  ultimate  fact  that  the  sale  of  Louisiana  was  coincident 
with  th(»  turn  of  the  age.  It  is  to  this  exhibit  and  to  some 
reflections  on  it.s  meaning  that  we  address  ourselves. 

Tb(»  substiuu'c  of  th(»  treatv  of  Amiens  was  that  Great 
Hritain  ()stensil)lv  abandont^d  all  concern  with  the  continent 
of  Kurope.  and  that  Fraiu'c,  ostensibly  too,  should  strictly  mind 
her  own  affairs  in  h(»r  colonies  and  the  r(»moter  quarters  of  the 
glob(^  (leorge  III  rcMuovcd  from  his  escutcheon  the  fleur- 
de-lis,  and  from  his  ceremonial  title  the  style  of  King  of 
France.  The  whole  negotiation  was  on  both  side-s  purely 
(li|)l()niatic,  an  exchange  of  pu))Iic  and  hollow  courte.sies,  to 
gain  time  for  i\\o  nmlitiesof  a  struggle  for  supremacy  l)etween 
the  woi'id  ])owers  of  the  period,  a  struggle  begun  with  modern 
history,  nMu^wed  in  KJS8,  aiwl  destincHl  to  last  until  the 
(»xhaustion  of  one  of  the  contestants  in  bsl5.  Meither  party 
to  the  treatv  had  the  sligiitcst  intention  of  observing  either 
its  spirit  or  its  letter.  While  the  paper  was  in  process  of 
negotiation  Bonaparte  was  consolidating  French  Empire  on 
the  Continent,  and  after  its  signature  he  did  not  pause  for  a 
single  instant  to  show  even  a  formal  respect  for  his  obliga- 
tions. The  reorganization  of  Holland  in  preparation  for  its 
incoiporation  into  the  P^'rench  system,  the  annexation  of 
Piedmont,  and  defiance  to  Russia  in  the  matter  of  her  Italian 
proteges,  the  act  of  moderation  in  Switzerland,  and,  finally, 
the  contemptuous  rearrangement  of  (f(M*many,  were  successive 
steps  which  reduced  England  to  despair  for  Ikm*  continental 


WORLD    ASPECTS   OV   LrtTIIStANA    PirRCHABK. 


Rft 


To  her  it  seemed  it.s  if  there  could  lie  no  question 
about  two  things:  First,  thut  tho  old  order  imwt  be  restored, 
in  order  to  safeguard  her  eommevcial  safety;  and  setrond,  that 
her  colonial  policy  must  lie  moi-e  aggressive,  than  ever. 

A  favorite  charge  of  Napoleon's  detractoi-s  is  that  he  left 
France  without  a  colonial  empire.  This  was  due  to  no  absence 
of  either  aspiiutionx  or  efforts.  His  earliest  passion,  hi» 
mature  intention,  bis  latest  yearnings  were  for  a  French 
eolonial  empire.  This  was  true,  because  there  was  not  one 
item  of  the  great  political  creed  formulated  by  Richelieu  to 
which  he  did  not  consider  himself  the  heir;  oriental  aspii-a- 
tions,  western  ventures  and  explorations,  the  dominance  of 
Fi-aui-e  in  the  tropic  seas,  around  the  globe,  were  articles  of 
that  creed.  Il  had  bt^en  therefore  no  slight  blow  to  his  per- 
sonal ambition  when  he  failed  in  Kgypt.  Turkey  was  still 
safe  under  the  prolcctioii  of  (Jreat  Britain,  and  the  highway 
lo  India  was  still  in  British  hands.  Almost  without  a  mo- 
ment's he.sitancy.  he  turned  his  fi>nTs  westward  and  foimed 
Ihe  majestic  design  of  a  wcond  New  France  around  the  Carib- 
Wjui,  tin'  <iulf  of  >b'xico.  ami  eventually  with  a  mighty  wing 
Inward  South  America.  This  adjunct  Iwcame  thechief  comer 
stone  of  the  policy  when,  afti'r  its  initial  faihut'.  he  had  a 
B^nce  to  renew  it  in  18(18  by  Saw^cnay's  mission  to  Argentina. 
^^BltLiiltaneoiisly  he  hml  <.-ome  to  t^rms  with  Paul  of  Kussia, 
BB  with  hitn  he  negotiated  a  gnindiose  treaty  providing  for 
a  great  land  exi>editioii  against  Ilindustjin.  Rach  )X)wer  was 
to  furnish  H.i.iKH)  men  itnd  a  corps  tit  scholai-s;  the  march  was 
lo  Ih>  a  colonization  of  the  wilderness,  and  the  wealth  of  the 
I-Jist  Indies  was  to  be  the  rewanl.  Paid  died  by  violence  just 
as  his  army  was  cmssing  the  Volga  on  the  ice  in  March,  ISDl, 
and  Alexander,  his  more  or  less  blood-guilty  but  philosophic 
heir,  put  a  stop  tn  further  procedure.  A  curious  chapter  of 
Kngland's  resistance  to  the  French  Revolution  is  that  for 
which  Lord  Wellesley  furnished  the  subject-matter  in  his 
i^ampnign  against  Tippoo  Sahib,  then  in  alliance  with  n  mighty 
iHind  of  Fi'em-h  adventurers,  who,  though  royalists,  wei* 
willing  to  stand  and  light  for  French  supi-eraacy  in  India. 
To  this  long  and  gallant  struggle  the  treaty  of  Amiens  was  an 
extinguisher,  for  it  re.stored  the  five  French  cities  to  Bonaparte. 
Uecaen,  the  noted  and  boasting  .\nglophobe,  had  demanded  a 
to  India  on  lU,-  very  morrow  of  Hohenlinden;  less 
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than  a  month  after  the  signatures  wore  aliixcd  at  Annens  he 
was  (lispatiihed  to  oeeup}-  the  Frenc^h  towns  of  Pondieherry, 
now  to  he  restored.  But  with  an  expedition  of  1,6<K)  men  he 
had  the  monstrous  disproiK>rtion  of  seven  generals  and  a  cor- 
responding mass  of  minor  officers.  Cle^irly  he  was  to  reor- 
ganize the  whole  French  force  of  India.  Wellesley  refused 
to  execute  the  treaty,  and  Docaen  was  forced  back  on  the 
French  settlements  of  Reunion  as  a  base  from  which  to  await 
development's.  Hindu  troops  were  drilled,  reorganized,  and 
found  thoroughly  trustworthy;  a  detachment  of  them  had  even 
been  sent  to  Kgypt.  wluMe  they  had  some  slight  share  in  the 
retention  of  British  ccmtrol.  it  was  B<mapartc»'s  role  to  pre- 
s(»nt  a  dauntless  front  to  his  foes,  whatever  his  inner  discour- 
agement and  luvsitancy.  Accordingly  he  dispatched  the 
notorious  Sebastiani  as  a  so-called  connnercial  agent  to  examine 
the  situation  in  th(»  Levant.  The  result  was  a  report  giving 
an  exact  account  of  all  the  English  and  Turkish  forces  l>eyond 
the  Adriatic,  and  drawing  the  highly  pertinent  conclusion 
that  (),(MH)  Frencii  soldiers  could  reconquer  Egypt.  When 
this  stinging  insult  wjis  published  by  the  First  Consul  in  the 
Monitcur,  the  British  world  was  worried  into  open  defiance. 

From  this  rapid  survc^y  then*,  emerge  the  important  facts 
essential  to  our  discussion.  It  was  surely  a  turning  point  in 
the  history  of  the  civilized  world,  so  far  as  Asia  was  con- 
cerned,  when  l^onaparte's  oriental  designs  were  permanently 
thwarted;  when  Russia  was  forced  into  an  eastward  expansion 
north  of  the  great  central  mountain  ridge  of  Asia  to  become 
a  hyperborean  power;  when  England  defiantly  claimed  for  the 
first  time  all  Hindustan  as  iier  own.  It  wrote  "  finis"  to  the 
chapter  of  France's  glory  in  India,  and,  indeed,  to  the  story  of 
her  Asiatic  aspirations;  her  far-eastern  colonies  seized  under 
the  present  Republic  are  comparatively  insignificant  factories, 
which  she  holds  on  the  sufl'e  ranee  of  the  European  concert, 
and  for  which  she  would  not  defy  the  world  a  single  moment, 
as  she  would  defy  it  to  the  spilling  of  her  heart's  blood  should 
her  present  African  empire  be  menaced. 

Again,  the  situation  was  a  turning  point  of  the  first  impor- 
tance in  Africa.  In  consequence  of  the  desire  of  both  con- 
tmcting  parties  to  catch  their  ])re^th,  Egjpt  was  restored  to 
Turkey,  and  the  Cape  Colony  was  to  be  a  free  port — a  no- 
man\s-land;  Malta,  which  is  an  African  isle,  was  to  be  returned 
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to  the  Knighfs  of  St.  John.  Tlio  tin 
Christian  power,  coiitinental  or  insular,  was  to  hold  ii  t-oif^n 
of  Tftutage  an  regards  the  dark  <'oiitiiient.  RiiMsia,  to  l)e  wure, 
was    eaious  for  Malta:  England  nnd  Friince,  for  Ejjypt  and 

le  Cape;  they  might  reiiiain  so.  but  that  whs  ail.  Of  (■(iiii'si' 
familiar  with  the  latr  partitiuns  of  Africa  among  the 
ipowers,  the  coast  and  hinterland  arrflngenipnts  which  hid  fair 
to  hei'ome  permanent  ot-cupations.  Had  it  not  hecn  for  the 
eompnlsory  nuspension  of  Bonapart^-'s  oriental  planH,  the 
retention  by  England  both  of  India  and  of  the  Indian  highway 
through  the  Mfditeri'anean,  and  th«  i-ontiriimtion  of  this  situ- 
ation by  the  evolution  of  affairw  acroMH  the  Atlantic,  which 
eiilmiuHt^-d  in  the  sale  of  Louisiana  lo  us,  the  fate  of  Africa, 
humanly  sjwaking,  would,  like  that  of  Asia,  have  been  far 
different  in  every  single  respect. 

What  was  w^ritteii  for  Europe  in  the  l>ook  of  fate  was  soon 
revealed.  No  one  could  prate  more  serenely  about  destiny 
than  (reneral  Bonaparte,  nor  scrutinize  more  quizzically  the 
sibylline  leaves.  But  like  the  augure  of  old,  he  could  scarcely 
retain  his  mirth  when  he  announced  the  oratde,  nor  keep  his 
IkkU'  from  shaking  with  laughter  while  the  feigned  fury  of 
pas.<(ion  was  distorting  the  featnrew  of  his  face  in  frenzied 
inger.  The  treaty  of  Amiens  was  negotiated  subject  to  guar- 
'tnties  from  the  other  ijowers,  and  Addington  well  knew  that 
lasda  was  going  to  fish  in  the  troubled  water;-  of  neuti-ality 

ir  the  leviathan  of  her  disappearing  prosperity.     So  the 

loglish  refused  tti  evacuate  Malta.  The  Whitworth  scene  is 
one  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  rint^st  dramatic  r61es,  and  the 
delivery  of  his  line,  *'  I  wodd  mthcr  sec  England  iu  the 
Faubourg  8t  Antoine  than  in  Maltji,"  a  climax  of  theatrical 
stdtesmanship.  It  js  by  no  means  sure  that  he  might  not  have 
ID  the  British  sail  away  both  from  Alexandria  and  Valetta; 
it  he  might  not  have  received  in  delivery   the  cities  of 

•ondicherrj:  that  he  might  not  have  conlirnied  his  American 
ipire,  had  he  been  willing  to  grant  Cireat  Britain  a  com- 

lercial  treaty  that  would  have  turned  her  stores  of  manufac- 
tured goods  into  hard  cash,  have  relieved  the  awful  financial 
strain  under  which  she  was  tortured,  and  have  given  her  the 
full  advantage  of  her  long  precedence  in  the  industrial  revolu- 
tion. But  no.  By  th(s  treaty  of  Morfontaine,  September  30, 
_18IH).  with  llip  United  States.  In>  arningi^d  to  strip  us  of  all 
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Mississippi  trad**  uiul  thus  turdily  execute  the  policy  of  our 
isolation  on  this  contint^nt,  which  Vergennes  had  vainly  sought 
to  embody  in  the  pul)lic  law  of  F^urope.  Soon  he  began  to 
close  the  ports  of  Fmnce  and  her  allies  more  firmly  than  ever 
to  British  goods,  hoping  under  the  protective  svstem  to  give 
Fmnce  a  chance  in  the  race  for  industrial  supremacy.  The 
English  we.re  aghast,  and  in  their  grim  determination  to  renew 
what  they  felt  was  a  struggle  for  life  and  death  they  broke  off 
diplomatic  relations,  and  war  began.  This  outcome  was 
inevitable,  but  it  was  too  soon  for  Bonaparte.  His  versatility 
was  sorely  strained  to  settle  finally  on  his  policy. 

It  was  Samuel  Adams  who  first  sneered  at  his  fatherland  as 
a  peoph^  of  shopkeepers.  The  winged  word  soon  became  a 
commonplace  to  all  outsiders,  but  as  it  flew  every  nation  that 
used  the  gibe  girded  itself  to  enter  the  struggle  for  the  same 
goal.  France  above  all  was  determined  to  he  a  nation  of 
shopkeepers,  and  the  First  Consul  of  what  w^as  still  a  shaky 
experiment  in  government  knew  well  that  mther  than  aban- 
don that  ambition  ho  must  sacrifice  every  other.  After  all,  a 
colonial  (nn])iro  has  value  onlv  as  the  home  nation  has  acces- 
sil)le  i)()i-ts,  mamifactories  for  colonial  products,  and  wares  to 
exchange  with  the  producers.  France  had  neither  factories 
nor  maimfactures,  and  wjis  destitute  of  nearly  the  whole 
machinery  of  exchange.  Her  merchant  vessels  sailed  only 
by  grace  of  the  British  fleet.  Her  home  market  was  depend- 
ent on  British  tradcMs,  (»ven  in  times  of  war.  IV>naparte\s 
foremost  f  liought,  therefore,  was  for  concentration  of  energy. 
The  sea  j)ower  of  tli(»  world  was  Britain's,  and  her  tyranny  of 
the  seas  without  a  real  check;  (»ven  the  United  States  could 
only  s[)it  out  defiant  and  revengeful  threats  when  her  nier- 
chantmcMi  wen*  treat(Hl  with  contempt  on  the  high  seas  by 
British  men-of-wai*.  Therefore  with  swift  and  comprehensive 
gnisp  he  framed  and  announced  a  new  policy.  The  French 
envoy  in  lx)nd()n  was  informed  that  France  was  now  forced 
to  the  coiuiuest  of  F^urope— this  of  course  for  the  stimulating 
of  French  industries— and  to  the  restoration  of  her  occidental 
empire.  This  was  most  adroit.  The  embers  of  French  patri- 
otism could  be  fanned  in-to  a  white  heat  bv  these  well  worn 
Imt  never  exhausted  expedients— a  blast  against  perfidious 
Al})ion  and  a  sentimental  jnussion  for  the  Nc^w  France  beyond 
the  Atlantic.     The  motions  were  a  feint  against  England  bv 
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the  formation  of.  a  second  camp  at  Boulogne,  where  a  force 
really  destined  for  Austria  was  assembled,  and  the  wresting 
of  Louisiana  from  the  weak  Spanish  hands  which  held  it.  As 
an  incident  of  the  afptation  it  seemed  best  that  the  French 
democracy  should  have  an  imperial  rather  than  a  republican 
title,  and  the  style  of  emperor  and  empire  was  exhumed  from 
the  garbage  heap  of  the  Terror  for  use  in  the  pageantry  of  a 
court. 

In  Europe  thus,  as  in  the  neighboring  continents,  the  rear- 
rangement of  politics,  territorial  boundaries,  social,  economic, 
nnd  diplomatic  relations,  a  change  which  has  made  possible 
the  modern  s^'stem,  was  reall}'  dependent  on  the  events  which 
led   to  the  adoption  of  the  policy  just  described.     But  this 
p)olicy  involved  a  reversal  of  ever}'  sound  historical  principle 
in   Bona|)arte's  plans.     For  twelve  years  longer  he  was  to 
commit  blunder  upon  blunder;  to  tnunple  on  national  pride; 
to  elevate  a  false  system  of  political  economy  into  a  fetish;  to 
conduct,  as  in  the  Moscow  campaign,  great  migrations  to  the 
eastward  in  defiance  of  nature's  laws;  to  laiuich  his  plain,  not 
to  say  vulgar  and  weak,  famil}^  on  an  enterprise  of  monar- 
chical alliances  for  which  they  had  no  capacit}^;  to  undo,  in 
short,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  every  beneficent  and  well  con- 
ceived piece  of  statesmanship  with  which  he  had  so  far  been 
concerned.     It  has  been  well  said  that  had  he  died  in  mid- 
summer, 1802,  his  glory  would  have  been  immaculate  and 
there  would  have  been  no  spots  on  his  sun.     The  Napoleonic 
work  in  Europe  was  destined  to  have  its  far-reaching  and 
permanent  results,  but  the  man  was  ere  long  almost  entirely 
eliminated  from  control  over  them.      The  very  last  of  his 
great  constructions  was  the  sale  of  Louisiana.    He  needed  the 
purchase  money,  he  selected  his  purchaser  and  forced  it  on 
him,  with  a  view  to  upbuilding  a  giant  rival  to  the  gigantic 
power  of  Great  Britain. 

When  we  turn,  therefore,  to  America  we  shall  at  once 
observe  on  how  slender  a  thread  a  great  event  may  depend; 
how  great  a  fire  may  be  kindled  by  a  spark  adroitly  placed. 
While  yet  other  matters  were  hanging  in  the  bahuice  he 
selected  his  own  brother-in-law,  Cicneral  Lederc,  such  was 
his  deep  concern,  to  conduct  an  expedition  to  the  \V(»st  Indies. 
There  were  embarked  85,000  men,  and  these  the  verv  tlower 
of  the  republican  armies,  superb  fighters,  but  a  possible  thorn 
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Wf  pledge  to  a  vanishing  phantom  of  royalty  was  of  suihII 
account.  It  was  during  the  delay  created  l»y  the  punctilio  of 
Oodoy  that  the  faihire  of  the  San  Domingo  cx^Jwlition  extin- 
guitihed  all  liopi^  of  making  Ixiuisiana  tlie  isole  entrepot  and 
staple  of  iiinppties  fur  the  West  Indiei^.  And  simultaneouKly 
it  grew  evident  that  the  truce  negotiated  at  Amiens  as  a  treaty 
couM  not  last  much  longer;  that  either  France  must  endure 
the  humiliation  of  seeing  her  pi-ofitw  therefrom  utterly  with- 
held, or  herself  dnclare  war,  or  goad  Great  Britain  into  a 
renewal  of  hostilities.  This  last,  as  is  well  known,  was  the 
alt<>rnativ<'  chosen  by  Napoleon, 

Our  (Jovcrnnient  had  been  in  despair.  The  estahlishment 
of  French  einpiiv  in  the  Wost  Indies  would  have  destroyed 
our  luci-ative  trade  with  the  islands.  It  was  trying  enough 
that  a  feeble  power  like  Spain  should  command  the  outlet  of 
the  Mississippi  l)asin,  but  intolerable  that  such  mastery  of  the 
continent  should  fall  into  the  bands  of  a  strong-  and  magisterial 
[Mjwer  like  Fmnce.  We  wero  in  dismay,  even  after  the  de- 
[mrluiv  of  the  French  from  San  Domingo.  Bonaparte,  how- 
over,  was  scarcely  less  disturbed,  for  Jert'er.son,  despite  his 
iivowcd  (iallicism,  spiritedly  declared  l>oth  tii  the  First  Consul 
and  to  Ijivingston,  our  ministej'  to  Paris,  that  tho  occupation 
of  Lfouisiana  by  the  great  French  force  organizi-d  to  that  end 
could  only  result  iu  an  alliance  of  the  two  Fuglish-spciiking 
nations  which  would  utterly  banish  the  French  flag  from  the 
high  seas,  Bonaparte  preserved  an  outward  calm  for  those 
about  him  and  went  his  way  apparently  unperturbed.  But 
inwardly  his  mind  seethed  and  without  long  delay  he  took  his 
cjioice  between  the  courses  open  to  him.  It. was  the  iirst 
exhibition  to  himself  and  his  family  of  the  imperiiil  despot 
soon  to  be  knoVn  as  Napoleon  1,  Emperor  of  the  French.  If 
Britain  was  the  tyrant  of  the  seas,  he  would  be  despot  of  the 
land.  To  French  empire  he  would  reduce  (Jermany,  Italy, 
and  Spain  in  subjection,  and  with  all  the  maritime  resources 
of  the  continent  at  his  back  he  would  first  shut  every  impor- 
tant port  to  English  connnercc.  and  then  with  allied  and  de- 
pendent fleets  at  his  disposal,  try  conclusions  with  the  British 
Iwhemoth  for  lilwrty  of  the  seas  and  a  new  colonial  empire, 
By  the  second  camp  at  Boulogne  and  the  occupation  of  Han- 
over Napoleon  threw  England  into  jmnic,  while  simultaneously 
B  began  the  creation  of  his  grand  imperial  army  and  there^ 
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iiirimccd  Austria,  thr  j(n»at«.st  (roriiiun  jxiwer,  in  her  coalition 
with  Kiissiu,  S\v(»diMi,  Na])les,  and  (ireat  Britain.  The  latter, 
he  was  \v(»ll  awan»,  could  fac(^  a  hostile  demonstration  on  her 
front  with  counijj^e  if  not  with  equanimity,  and  he  determined 
to  add  a  douhU'  stroke  to  pain  a  harvest  of  gold  and  on  her 
rear  to  strentrtheii  her  exasjwrated  trans-Atlantic  sea  rival  h\ 
seUin«(  I^juisiana  to  the  I'liited  States. 

That  determination  was  the  turning  point  in  his  career,  just 
as  the  sudden  wheel  and  a}M)ut  face  of  the  splendid  force  at 
Houlotrnc.  when  he  hurhnl  it  across  KurojK)  at  Vienna,  dis- 
played at  last  the  turnin«r  ]>oiut  in  liis  [xdicy.  His  brother 
Lucicn  liad  been  an  intluential  ne»^otiator  with  Spain  and 
plumed  himself  on  th(»  actjuisition  of  the  great  dcmiain  which 
had  been  for  long  the  ])rightest  jewel  in  the  crown  of  fnmce. 
Ilis  brother  »Jose])h  had  negotiatcnl  the  treaty  of  Amiens  as  a 
step  preparatory  to  n«gaining  a  magnificent  cohmial  empire 
for  his  country,  an  empire  of  which  an  old  and  splendid 
French  j)ossession  was  to  be  the  corner  stone.  Both  were 
stuiuied  and  tluMi  exaspenittul  when  they  learned  their  brothers 
resolution,  sensations  which  were  intensified  to  fury  when 
they  heard  jiim  announce*  that  he  would  work  his  will  in  spite 
of  all  constitutional  checks  and  Indances.  There  is  no  historic 
scene  more  grotesipu'  than  that  depicted  by  Lucien  in  his 
memoirs  w  hen  h(»  and  Josej)h  undertook  to  opi^ose  Napoleon. 
Th«»  latter  was  luxuriating  in  his  morning  Imth,  on  April  7, 
Isrn^,  in  tht^  TuiliM-ies,  when  the  brothers  wei"e  admitted. 
After  a  long  and  intimate  talk  on  general  ]:x>litics  the  fateful 
subject  was  linally  broached  by  Najxdeon,  as  he  turned  from 
side  to  side  and  wallowed  in  the  perfumed  water.  Neither  of 
th(»  )>rotherscoirid  control  his  ft^elings,  and  the  controversy 
-  grt»w  hot  and  furious  from  minute  to  minute  until  Joseph, 
leaning  over  tlu'  tul),  roared  threats  of  opposition  and  words 
of  (h'nunciation.  Brother  Napoleon,  lifting  himself  half  way 
to  the  toj),  suddenly  fell  back  and  clinched  his  arguments  by 
splashing  a  full  flood  in  th(»  fa<'e  and  over  the  body  of  Joseph, 
drenchiuir  him  to  the  skin.  A  valet  was  summoned.  He 
entered,  and  paralyzed  by  the  fury  of  the  scene,  fell  in  a  dead 
faint.  New  aid  was  called,  and  the  tin^s  of  passion  l>eing  slaked 
forthe  time,  the  contlict  ended  until  Napoleon  and  Joseph  were 
decently  clothed,  when  it  was  nMu-wed  in  the  office  of  the 
socretnry  Bourrienne.  Ere  h)ng  hot  words  were  again  spoken, 
violent  language  was  succeeded  by  violent  gestures,  until  at 
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kst  Napoleon  in  a  tbealrical  raf^c  dashed  his  nuuffUix  on  ihc 
^oor  and  the  contostantK  separated.     Disjointed  and  fieti'i!  as 
3  tht'  stormy  argument,  it  revealed  the  whole  of  the  impe- 
ial  policy  as  we  hiiVe  stated  it. 

Aleanwbilc  events  in  America,  if  not  so  picturesque  and 
tmajestic,  were  equally  tenipfstuous.  The  peat-e  policy  of 
I  Jefferson  was  i-apidh-  going  to  pieces  in  the  face  of  a  west- 
PW&nl  menace,  the  Federalists  were  jiihilant,  and  in  the  Senate 
■■  Ross,  of  Pennsylvania,  tailed  for  war.  When  the 
P^intendant  of  Spain  at  New  Orleans  denied  Americans  the 

■  storage  rights  they  bad  enjoyed  in  that  city  since  1795. 
the  French  politics  of  the  Pce-iident  fell  into  general  disrepute 
and  contempt,  fur  men  reasoned  a  fortiori,  if  such  things  he 

.  4one  in  the  green  tree,  what  shall  he  done  in  the  dry?     It 
lattered  not  that  Spain's  highest  official,  the  governor,  dis- 
avowed the  act,  the  firo  was  in  the  stuhhlc.    The  intendant 
stuhlKirn  and  the  fighting  tj-niper  waxed  hot.     Both  the 
ivernor  and  the  Spanish  envoy  at  Washington  disavowed 
3iG  act  again  and  rehukod  the  subordinate.     Congress  wa.s 

■  •ftotlied,  hut  not  so  the  people  of  the  West  and  South.  They 
were  fully  aware,  as  have  Ijeen  all  our  frontiersmen  and 
pioneers  from  the  beginning,  that  the  Mississippi  and  all  the 

_. lands  it  waters  are  the  organic  structure  of  unity  and  suceess- 
I  settlement  on  this  continent.  The  Pacific  and  Atlantic 
t  strips,  even  the  great  but  bleak  valley  of  the  St.  Liaw- 
e  incidents  of  territorial  unity  and  political  control 
tnpared  with  the  great  alluvion  of  the  Mississippi.  This 
1  unknown,  utterly  unknown,  and,  worse  yet.  entirely 
Indifferent  to  our  statesmen.  Madison  certainly,  and  poa.sibly 
Jefferson,  believed  that  western  inmiigi-ation  would  pause  and 
«nd  on  the  east  hank  of  the  Father  of  Waters. 

Yet  party  government  was  a  necessity  under  our  system, 

Rnd  Jefferson's  ladder,  thcliepublican  party,  would  be  knocked 
ito  its  component  parts  should  the  West  and  South,  noisy. 
ucting,  and  turbulent,  desert  and  go  over  to  the  expiring 
faction  of  the  Federalists;  nay,  worse,  it  might  be  forced  into 
nimost  complete  negation  of  its  own  exiatencc  by  a  forced 
adoption  of  the  Federalist  policy,  alliance  with  Great  Britain — 
~  lonarchic  and  aristocratic — rather  than  with  radical  and  dem- 
icratic  France.  What  conid  a  distracted  partisan  do)  Jeffer- 
i  adroit  and  inventive.     He  sent  James  Monroe  to 
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negotiate  with  Bonaparte  for  the  purchase  of  New  Orleans 
and  both  Floridas  at  the  price  of  two  millions,  or  upward  to 
ten,  for  all  or  part,  whatever  he  could  get;  he  was  not  even 
to  disdain  the  deix)sit  or  storage  right,  if  nothing  else  could 
he  had,  and  if  he  could  get  nothing,  he  was  to  await  instruc- 
tions. With  such  credentials  he  sailed  on  March  8,  18(>3. 
A  peace  lover  must  sometimes  speak  low  and  small,  even  as 
cowards  sometimes  do.  Three  weeks  later  appeared  in  New 
Orleans  I^aussat,  the  advance  agent  of  French  occupation: 
Victor  and  his  troops  were  to  follow.  It  is  not  possible  to 
conceive  that  a  foreign  policy  should  be  more  perplexing, 
confu8<'d,  or  uncertain  than  that  of  the  philosophic  theorist 
who  is  the  hero  of  the  strict  constructionist  party  in  these 
Tnited  States. 

Robert  R.  Livingston,  the  regular  American  envoy  at  Paris, 
had,  under  his  instructions  from  home,  worked  with  skill  and 
zeal  on  the  siMjliation  claims  and  incidentall}*^  on  the  question 
of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Floridas.  While  the  colonization 
schemes  of  Ronaimrte  seemed  feasible,  Ijivingston  made  no 
headway  whatever,  (»xcept  to  extort  an  admission  that  the 
spoliation  claims  wen*  just.  Neither  Talleyrand  nor  Living- 
ston was  much  concerned  about  the  great  Northwest.  The 
American  was  clear  that  the  imix)rtance  of  any  control  lay  in 
the  possession  of  New  Orleans,  and  on  April  11, 1808,  he  said 
so  to  th(^  French  minister,  vigorously  and  squarely  declaring 
further  that  a  pi»rsistent  refusal  of  our  request  would  unite 
us  with  (ireat  Britain  to  the  serious  discomfiture  of  France  in 
her  colonial  aspirations.  This  was  said  with  some  asperity, 
for  Livingston  had  been  aware  that  the  Fii-st  Consul  wanted 
all  negotiation  transferred  to  Washington  under  the  guid- 
ance of  a  sp(»cial  envoy  sent  for  the  purpose,  the  willful 
Rernadotte,  and  now  worse  yet,  he  himself  was  to  be  super- 
seded by  Monroe.  He  had  been  a  diligent  and  even  importu- 
nate negotiator;  it  was  a  ray  of  comfort  in  later  days  to 
recall  that  the  first  suggestion  for  the  sale  of  all  Louisiana 
was  made  to  him  in  that  momentous  interview. 

What  had  occurred  Livingston  could  not  know.  It  was 
this:  On  the  morning  of  that  very  day  there  reached  the 
Tuilleries  disimtches  giving  in  full  detail  an  account  of  the 
tremendous  preparations  making  in  England  for  the  renewal 
of  war  l>oth  by  land  and  sea.     Ronaparte's  impatience  knew 
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no  iKiiiMtls.     Hitherto  ho  had  concealed  his  true  ptilicy  of  sale 

Iwhiml  a  scheme  to  spend  tlio  pur<;hase  iiiooey  on  internal 

ini prove DK^nt'4  in  Ki-ance.  and  he  had  on  his  work  table  map 

outlines  for  five  gi-eat  canals.     Now,  at  daybreak  he  sum- 

loned  Baib^-Martvois.  sometime   French   consul-general  in 

L'nited  States,  an  official  of  state  with  a  thorough  knowl- 

ge  of  our  affaii^^  and  ordered  that  a  negotiation  for  the 

e.  not  of  the  Floridas  and  New  Orleans,  but  of  all  IfOuisi- 

in.   should  immediately  be  opened  with  Livingston.      He 

ed  the  price  at  50,()00,0<:k>  francs.     The  envoy  couid  of 

arse  do  nothing,  but  he  thought  30,000,000  enough.     Next 

,y  Monroe  arrived  at  Havre,  and  re-aching  Paris  April  13, 

lat  very  same  day  Barlt^-Marliois  and  our  two  great  Htates- 

tnon  began  to  treat.     Upon  Monroe  and  Livingston  devolved 

a.  momentous  responsibility.     Monroe  was  by  a  most  indeti- 

aitc  implication  left  a  certain  liberty,  for  under  no  circum- 

jices  whatsocxer  was  he  to  end  a  negotiation  if  once  it  was 

jgTin.     And  heiv.  instead  of  minimizing  terms,  was,  so  to 

■ak.  a  great  universe  of  land  tender.     But  we  bad  not  so 

illy  thrown  off  the  bright  and  glistening  garment  of  right- 

msnt'ssas  bad  Napoleon  lioTiaparte,  and  in  the  minds  of  both 

.merieans  was  the  question,  nonexistent  for  the  First  Con- 

k1.  as  he  himself  squarely  said,  of  whether  the  inhabitants  of 

district,  men  and  women,  hum»n  houIs,  could  be  dealt  in 

:hattels  are. 

Livingston  bad  already  seen  darkly  as  in  a  glass  what  the 
■st  might  make  of  the  L'nited  States.  Bonaparte's  contri- 
itions  to  the  discussion  were  terse  and  trenchant.  If  he  did 
it  transfer  thp  title  right  speedily,  a  British  fleet  would  take 
ission  almost  in  a  twinkling.  The  transfer,  he  said, 
ight  in  three  centuries  make  America  the  rival  of  Europe; 
ly  not? — it  wa.s  a  long  way  ahead — but,  on  the  other  hand, 
m  never  had  been  an  enduring  confederation,  and  this  one 
America  was  unlikely  to  begin  the  series;  finally,  he  wanted 
the  t'u^'h  as  the  United  States  wanted  the  land.  Let  there  be 
no  delay.  And  there  was  none.  The  terms  of  the  sale  and 
th«  fact**  of  the  ti-ansfer  do  not  concern  us  here.  Jn  Uona- 
irte  we  had  no  friend;  but  what  the  ancient  ri^gime  liegui 
establishing  an  American  independence  the  First  Consul 
riplet«d;  for.  tliank-^  tu  him.  we  fought  the  war  of  1S12  for 
commercial  lilM'rtv.  white  the  explnitjition  of  Louisiana  has 
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made  us  what  wo  are  t()-da3\  The  instant  we  accepted  that 
groat  torritory,  with  all  it*i  resix>nsibilities  and  possibilities, 
we  hooanie  a  world  power.  We  were  puny  enough  as  a  world 
power  at  first,  but  we  have  grown.  Jefferson  and  his  agents 
wore  j)riniarily  statesmen  for  the  purpose  of  existing  condi- 
tions, and  in  Monroe's  mission  desired  a  remedy  solely  and 
entirely  for  party  evils.  They  had,  however,  the  courage  to 
aco(»pt  the  fortune  forced  upon  them,  even  though  in  their 
ease,  as  in  that  of  Bonaparte,  it  entailed,  we  repeat,  a  com- 
plete n^versjil  of  all  the  political  and  party  principles  of  the 
platform  on  whieli  they  had  hitherto  stood. 

Th(^  change*  wrought  by  the  Louisiana  purchase  in  Ameri- 
can life  and  culture  was  simply  revolutionary.  Hitherto  in 
our  weakness  we  had  faced  backward,  varying  between  two 
ideas  of  European  alliance.  Wo  virtually  had  British  and 
F'rench  parties.  Jefferson,  who  represented  the  latter, 
thought  of  no  oth(»r  alternative  in  his  trouble  than  to  strike 
hands  with  England.  With  Louisiana  on  our  hands  we 
turned  our  faces  to  our  own  front  door.  The  Louisiana  we 
bought  had  no  Pacilic  outlet  in  reality,  but  the  Lewis  and 
Clark  exi>editi()n  gave  it  one,  and  that  we  have  broadened  by 
war  and  purchase  until  we  control  the  western  shore  of  the 
continent.  Under  such  engrossing  cares  we  ceased  to  think 
of  eith(»r  French  or  British  ties,  except  as  exasperating,  and 
became  not  merely  Americans,  but,  realizing  Washington's 
aspirations,  turned  into  real  continentals,  with  a  scorn  of  all 
entiinglements  what<»ver.  In  the  occupation  and  settlement 
of  Louisiana  the  slavery  (juestion  l)ecame  acute,  and  it  was 
the  struggle  for  the  expansion  of  that  system  over  Louisiana 
soil  which  precipitated  the  civil  war. 

But  if  the  change  in  national  outlook  was  radical,  that  in 
constitutional  attitude  was  cvcmi  more  so.  The  constitutions 
of  our  original  States  were  the  expression  of  {X)litical  habits 
in  a  conunuiiitv,  the  Federal  Constitution  was  in  the  main  a 
transcript  of  those  elements  which  were  common  in  some 
degree  to  all  the  I^ritish  colonies.  It  was  an  age  of  written 
constitutions,  because  the  flux  of  institutions  was  so  rapid 
that  men  needed  a  mooring  for  the  substantial  gains  they  had 
made.  The  past  was  so  recent  that  statesmen  w^re  timid, 
and  thev  wanted  their  m(»t(»s  and  ))ounds  to  be  fixed  bv  a 
ujonument.  Nothing  was  more  natural  than  to  pause  and  fall 
back  on  thu  record  thus  made  permanent,  and  strict  construe- 
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I  WHS  and  loiijr  t-outiiiinid  tu   )m>  u  politicul  fctisli.     The 

liisiiitm  purthawe  was  a  circiimstjuifu  of  tlip  first  importance 

I  party  struggle.     Yet  neither   Fedemlist  nor  KHpiiljli<'an 

larect,  after  nmtiire  deliht'rutioii,  to  urge  the  i[uestioii  of  con- 

ititiiCionRl  amendment  as  essential  to  meet  the  crisis  thus  pre- 

Bf^t>it»ted.     The  eitoriuous  price  entailed  what  was  felt  to  be 

1  inlolerable  burden  of  taxation,  and  in  the  «pn«r  of  spoken 

and  printed  delmte  played  no  small  part.     But  the  vital  qnes- 

tion  was  whether  the  adjustment  of  new  relations  was  coii- 

stitutional. 

Never  did  the  kaleidoscope  of  {Hilitics  display  a  moiv  sur- 
prising reversal- of  pffeet.  The  loo,se-(onstnu'tioii  jmrty  tost 
I  wits  entiivly,  while  the  strict  coiistrnctionists  suddenly 
)ecame  the  ajwstles  not  of  vorbtil  hut  of  logical  const  ruction. 
Jefferson  violated  his  princii>les  in  signing  the  trciity.  Imt  lie 
s  easily  persuaded  that  amendment  was  not  neeessury ;  that 
the  contrary  the  troaty-makiug  power  covered  the  case 
lompletcly.  This  was  not  conquest,  which  would  have  been 
Overod  by  the  war  power,  but  pnrebase.  which  is  covered  by 
e  treaty  power.  suiTcndered.  like  the  other,  by  the  States  to 
B  Federal  Government.  The  Federalists  were  represented 
ft  the  House  by  Gaylord  Griswold;  in  the  Senate  by  Ross  and 
ick^rin^.  Their  resistAuce  was  identical  in  both,  factious 
i  the  highest  degree.  They  contended  that  the  Executive 
Md  usurped  the  powers  of  Congress  by  regulating  commert^e 
Wth  foreign  powers  and  by  tncorjmrating  foreign  soil  and 
brtsigii  people  with  the  United  State.-*,  this  lust  lieing  a  power 
r%hich  it  was  doubtful  whether  Congress  ptissesswl.  Suppos- 
ing, however,  that  New  Orleans  became  American,  how  could 
K  treaty  l»e  valid  which  gave  preferential  treatment  to  that 
nngle  port  in  admitting  French  and  Spanish  ships  on  equal 
erms  with  these  owned  by  Ameritmns'f  The  treaty,  they 
Meverat^d.  was  therefore  unconstitutional  and.  even  worse. 
Upolitic,  l»ei«use  we  were  unfitted  and  did  not  desire  to 
Bcorporate.  into  our  del icately-l»a lanced  system  peoples  diffcr- 
nt  in  speech,  faith,  and  I'ustoms  from  ourselves.  They  were, 
wever,  only  mildly  opposed  to  cxpansiou:  they  were  deter- 
oined  and  captious  in  the  interpretation  of  the  Constitution. 
fSbf  party  in  power  were  avowedly  exitansionist;  their  retort 
iras  equally  dialectic  and  vapid.  The  whole  discus.wion  would 
have  l)een  empty  except  for  Pitkering's  contention  that  there 
exi-led  no  i»ower  to  inciir]Minite  foreign  territory  into  the 
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United  States,  as  was  stipulated  by  the  treaty.  The  House 
had  resolved,  1*0  to  :i5,  to  provide  the  money  and  had  ap- 
IK)inted  a  committee  on  provisional  government.  The  Senate 
nititied  the  trejitv,  2*>  to  5. 

What  made  thedelmtes  and  action  of  Congress  epocrhal  was 
the  Fedei-alist  contenticm  that  Thomas  Jefferson,  as  provis- 
ional and  int4'rim  governor,  was  nothing  more  or  less  than  an 
American  des|K)t  in  succession  to  a  Spanish  tyrant.  Where 
was  the  Constitution  now;  where  would  it  be  when  in  ap|x>int- 
ing  the  nc^cessary  otticials  -ex(H*utive,  judicial,  and  legisla- 
tive—  he  would  usurp  not  merely  Si>anish  despotism,  hut  the 
powers  of  lK>th  the  other  })ninches  of  the  Federal  Government  J 
The  Republicans  (juibbletl,  too;  to  api)oint  these  three  classes 
of  otticials  was  not  to  exercise  their  ix)wei"s.  But  they  con- 
firmed in  unanswerable  logic  a  distinction  thus  far  only  mooted 
in  our  political  history — that  l)etween  States  and  Territories. 
Already  presidential  api)oint(»es  were  exercising  all  three 
powers  in  Mississippi  and  Indiana.  This  clenched  the  con- 
tentions of  the  Republicans,  and  the  bill  for  provisional  gov- 
eriunent  passed  by  an  overwhelming  vote  on  October  31. 
Both  parties  throughout  the  struggle  had  tacitly  abandoned 
the  position  that  Congress  possessed  merely  delegated  powers 
and  nothing  f  urtiier  except  the  ability  to  carry  them  into  effect. 
Both  tiien»fore  admitted  the  possible  interpretation  of  the 
Constitution  under  stress  of  ne<*essitv,  and  the  Federalist;;  in 
their  (juibbling  contentions  lost  hold  everywhei'C  except  in 
New  Knghmd.  That  section  saw  ib<  influence  eclipsed  by  the 
preponderanc(»  of  southein  and  western  ix)wer  and  ere  long 
was  ripe  for  secession. 

Volumes  have  been  written  and  more  will  be  on  the  romance 
of  the  Louisiana  punhase.  Josiah  Quincy  threatened  the 
dismemberment  of  the  Tnion  when  the  prestmt  State  of 
Louisiana  was  admitted  in  IS1:2:  but  for  fleffei'son's  wisdom 
in  exploration  it  might  have  nMuaineda  wilderness  long  after 
settlement  began;  Great  Britain  coveted  it  in  1815  when 
flackson  saved  it;  Aaron  Burr  probably  <'oveted  an  empire 
within  it:  Napoleon  III  had  dreams  of  its  return  t^  the  new 
France  he  was  to  found  in  Mexico.  Excluding  the  Floridas, 
which  Spain  would  not  concede*  as  a  part  of  it,  and  the  Oregon 
country,  the  territory  thus  aiquired  was  greater  than  that  of 
Great  Britain,  Germany,  France,  S]>ain,  Portugal,  and  Italy 
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nhitiPtl.      Its   agriculturui   ami    mineral    lesources   were, 
humanly  speaking,  inexhaustible.     No  wonder  it  excited  the 
cupidity  a.'i  it  stirred  the  imagination  of  mankind;  no  wonder 
if  men  avid  to  retain  their  power  were  dismayed  at  the  pre- 
poiideranee  it  was  sui'e  to  exert  eventually  in  a  federal  union 
of  Slates,      At  the  present  moment  fourteen  of  our  Common- 
wealths, with  a  population  of  aliout  sixteen  millions  and  a  t&x- 
^Eable  wealth  of  seven  billions,  occupy  its  soil.      By  the  time  we 
^Hre  Bfly  ye4trs  older,  at  the  present  rate  of  settlement,  these 
^Brill  contain  about  a  third  of  the  power  in  the  Union  as  deter- 
^Biined  by  numtvers  and  prosperity.     .\ll  of  them,  however, 
^Hreve  never  more  than  administrative  districts,  and   Ity  the 
^petroaotive  influeni!e  of  this  fact  State  sovereignty  has  thus 
been  made  an  empty  phmse. 

And  this  leads  us  to  our  tinal  contention.     If  the  Louisiana 
purchase  revolutionized  our  national  outlook,  our  oonstitu- 

■tional  attitude,  and  our  sectional  control,  it  has  quite  as  mdi- 
tally  changed  our  national  texture.     Fram  that  hour  to  this 
We  have  called  to  the  masses  of  Europe  for  help  to  develop 
the  wilderness,  and  lliey  have  come  by  millions,  until  now  the 
men  and  women  of  llevolutionary  stock  probably  nnmlier  less 
than  fifteen  millions  in  the  entire  country.    These  later  Ameri- 
Bkns  have,  like  the  migrations  of  the  Norsemen  in  central  and 
HJthern  Europe,  proved  so  conservative  in  their  Americanism 
i»t  they  outrun  their  predecessors  in  loyalty  to  its  essentials. 
Siey  made  the  Union  as  it  now  is,  in  a  very  high  sense,  and 
lo  ijuestion  that  in  the  throes  of  civil  war  it  was  their 
1  which  flowed  at  least  an  freely  as  ours  in  defense  of  it. 
s  they  who  have  kept  us  from  developing  on  colonial  lines 
md  bavt;  made  us  a  nation  separate  and  apart.     This  it  is 
|Vhi<!li  ti*'*  prevented  the  powerful  influence  of  (ireat  Britain 
from  inundating  us,  while  simultaneously  two  English-speak- 
ing peopli's  have  reacted  one  upon  the  other  in  their  I'adical 
differences  to  keep  aflame  the  zeal  for  exploration,  Ijeneficent 
^Bpccupation,  and  general  exploitation  of  the  globe  in  theinter- 
^Hsttj  of  a  high  civilization.     The  localities  of  the  Union  have 
^|!|KeD  stimulated  into  such  activities  that  manufactures  and 
agriculture  have  run  a  mighty  race;  commerce  alone  lags,  and 
no  wonder,  for  Louisiana  gave  us  a  land  world  of  our  own,  a 
home  market  more  valuable  than  both  the  Indies  or  the  con- 
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By  RniMRx  (ioi.i.  Trw-utkh,  LL.  D. 

The  story  of  the  records  of  the  transcontinental  exploration 
f  Meriwether  Irfwis  and  William  Clark  {1803-18l>ii)  is  almost 
1  nimuiitic  as  that  uf  the  great  discovery-  itself. 
In  his  detailed  instructions  to  Lewis,  <lated  June  2li,  1803", 
President  .Fefferson  displayetl  particular  concern  for  the 
journalu  of  the  proposed  expeditioo  to  the  Pacific,  which,  with 
all  possilile  scientific  data,  were  to  be  prepared  "  with  great 
pains  &  accuracy,  to  be  entered  distinctly  &  intelligibly  for 
others  as  well  as  yourself,"  The  notes  of  the  two  captainii 
iWere  to  he  guarded  against  loss  by  making  copies  of  them — 
pone  of  these  copies  [to]  be  written  on  the  paper  of  the  birch, 
m  less  liable  to  injury  from  damp  than  common  paper."* 
Hot  only  were  Ijewis  and  Clark  to  keep  such  journab.  hut 
fiteir  men  were  encouragtni  to  do  likewise 
F  The  two  leaders  faithfully  performed  their  duty  in  this 
regard,  and  the  four  sergeants — Charles  Floyd,  Patrick  (jass, 
■lohn  Ordway,  and  Nathaniel  Pryor— also  wrote  journals. 
Tradition  has  it  that  at  least  three  of  the  twentj'-three  pri- 
v'lites  were,  as  well,  diarists  upon  the  expedition,  hut  the  only 
private's  uotebotik  now  known  to  us  is  that  of  Joseph 
Whitehousc.' 
It  was  the  daily  custom  of  the  captains  to  make  rough 
with  rude  outline  maps,  plans,  and  miscellaneous 
:etches,  in  field  books  which  they  doubtless  carried  in  their 
kcts.     When  encamped  for  a  protracted  period,  these  were 

Baeucc  DvianiDenl  (Wuhlngloti.  D.  C),  Bureau  o[  Kollt,  JeOerRin  I'apcn,  wrira  1. 
'  9.  iliK  ZG>. 
rtil*  ■iun(c<*"<>»  oiu  not  u1ii|iLc<]  Id  pmuUce. 

Ihe  Ckinp  ordvis  [nucd  by  L«nii  uid  Clark.  Muy  36,  ISM.  auburn  Ibis  Bealenix: 
imtg',  in  Kddltlun  (u  Ihuiw  [otlier]  duties  arv  lUrecttii]  to  kccji  u  Hepente  Journal 
n  ilair  In  day  of  all  imfiing  iivt-iitrencis,  niirl  sucb  other  obwrviil'otis  od  the  couiilij- 
1  «ppwr  to  them  wortbr  ol  noUce." 
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developed  into  more  foniml  records.  In  this  development 
each  oft<'n  borrowed  freelv  from  the  other's  notes--  Lewis, 
the  better  scholar  of  the  two,  genemlh'  rewriting  in  his  own 
manner  the  material  obtained  from  Clark;  but  the  latter  not 
infrequently  copied  Lewis  practically  verbatim,  but  with  his 
own  phonetic  spelling. 

Upon  reaching  St.  L)uis,  on  the  return  (September  23, 
IbOt)),  these  individual  journals  were  for  the  most  jmrt  trans- 
cribed ))v  their  autlioi>:  into  neat  blank  books — l>ound  in  red 
morocco,  and  gilt-edged  with  the  thought  of  preymring  them 
for  early  publication.  After  this  process,  the  original  field 
books  must  have  In'en  cast  aside  and  in  large  measure  des- 
troved;  for  but  one  of  these"  is  now  known  to  exist— a  bulkv 
duodecimo,  containing  alx>ut  20,(K)0  words,  wrapped  in  an 
irregular  piece  of  soft  elkskin,  rudely  stitched  to  the  back. 
There  have  come  down  to  us,  however,  several  notebooks 
which  apparently  w(»re  written  up  in  the  camps. 

Altogether,  these  journals  of  the  captains  cover  each  and 
every  day  the  expedition  was  out;  largidy  a  double  record, 
although  occasionally  there  are  periods  wlien  we  have  the 
journal  of  but  one  of  them.'^  The  manuscripts  well  exem- 
plify tlu»  habits  and  <'hanicteristics  of  the  two  men — Clark,  the 
more  (»xi)erienced  frontiersman  of  tlie  two,  expressing  him- 
self sententiously  with  Doric  simplicity  and  vigor  of  phrase, 
and  often  anuisingly  eccentric  orthography;  I/ewis,  in  more 
correct  diction,  inclined  to  expatiate  on  details,  especially  with 
regard  to  Indians  and  natural  history,  and  frequently  reveal- 
ing a  i:K)etic  temperament  and  a  considerable  fund  of  humor. 

Jn  February,  isot),  when  the  expedition  was  upon  the 
Paciti(»  coast.  President  fletferson  scuit  to  Congress  a  message, 

«By  Clark,  dated  SopteiiilxT  lli-Decembifr  31.  IfHOo,  and  descriljed porf.  • 

f>W\'  liuve  much  more  of  Clark  in  these  jounuiln,  than  of  LewiH.  Thelacun»in  the 
lA-wij*  mumiscripts,  iis<Muni wired  with  the  dates  covered  by  Clork,  are  as  follows: 

l«a4— May  14.  lG-19.  21-September  lo;  September  1K-I)ecember31=228dayr». 

1S0.'> — January  l-February  2;  February  14-ApriI  (5:  August  27-Septcinber  8;  September 
11-17, 23-NovemlHT  'J?*;  December  l-ol     KW  <iays. 

1h(m;— August  i:i-September  2«5  - 1')  days.  But  during  much  of  this  period  Lewis  was 
disabled  from  a  wound,  and  therefore  uutible  to  write. 

The  only  gap  in  thi;  Clark  joiirnalnis  the  brief  i»ericKl  from  February  8  to  12  (inclu- 
sive), l>»or> -- 10  <iays. 

Whether  the  missing  Lewis  entries  (441  days,  as  compare<l  with  Clark;  but  we  may 
olimiiuite  41  for  the  i»eriod  when  he  was  ili^Mibled.  thus  leaving  400)  are  still  in  existence 
or  not,  is  unknown  t«»  Ihepres^'nl  writer.  There  aippears  to  be  no  doubt  that  he  regu- 
larly kept  his  diary.  Jt  is  [K)s»ible  that  the  missing  n<)tes.  in  whole  or  in  part,  were  with 
him  when  he  met  his  death  in  Tenne'ssee.  and  were  either  acijidentally  or  puipoMly  des- 
troyed by  others. 
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PincloKiii^.  uruoiig  other  matters,  n  letter  fnnii  I^'U  is  dubnl  itt 
Fort  Muiidan  (iioar  tho  present  Bism&nk,  X.  Duk. )  in  the 
Iireviotis  April,  jiint  as  the  explorerw  were  leaving;  for  the 
upper  einiiitry.  At  that  point  the  party  bad  passed  tL«ir  first 
winter.  The  eomniunieation,  deseribinj;  the  experiences  of 
tile  exi>edition  as  far  as  Fort  Mandan,  was  awoiiijianied  by 
liricf  reports  of  explorations  on  the  Ked  and  Washita  rivers 
liy  DoctA>r  Sililey,  Doetor  Hnnt^ir,  and  William  (_'.  Dunbar, 
together  with  statisties  of  the  Western  tribes  and  other  data 
of  the  kipd:  the  ill-assorted  whole  bcinf^  promptly  published 
as  a  public  docuineDt."  Based  njxin  this  f mgiiientary  publitm- 
lion,  there  soon  spriinff  up,  bolh  in  England  and  Anierita,  a 
lon^  list  of  Dopidar  eoiiipilations.  telling  the  story  of  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  expedition  during  its  tirst  year,  expanded 
with  niiseellaneous  information  almut  the  Western  Indians, 
picked  up  here  and  there — some  of  it  singularly  inaeeurate. 

A  year  later  {early  in  1SU7),  only  a  few  months  after  the 
n?tiirn  of  the  party,  there  was  pulilished  at  Philadelphia  the 
first  detailed  report  of  the  entire  tour—  being  the  journal  of 
Serj^t.  Patrifrk  Gftss.  an  observant  man,  whose  rough  but 
generally  aceurate  note's  \md  been  carefully  written  up  by  an 

Irish  schoolmaster,  named  David  McKeehan,  of  Wellsburg. 

.  Va.  This  little  volume  of  alwut  8S,i)(Ml  words.''  with  its 
priously  crude  illiisirations,  was  reprint«'d  in  Loudon  in 
J08,  while  new  Amerittm  editions  appeared  at  Philadelphia 
;  18111.  IWll.  and  lSl;i,  and  a  Fivnch  translation  at  Paris  in 

It  is  now.  in  any  fomi,  a  rare  book. 

It  had   lieen  the  inttMition  of  Lewis  and  Clark  to  publish 

wn  journals;  they  had  presented  no  oitieial  detailed 

Itport  to  the  fiovernmont,  it  Ix-ing  left  with  them  hv  Jeffer- 

m.  as  we  shall  see.  to  make  such  literary  use  of  their  material 

I  they  saw  fit.     Unfortunately  for  this  purpose,  l)oth  men 


ce  [rom  Ibt  rrriiidt 
goring  Ih«  Miwoiirt,  It« 
»nd  Ml.  DQnbuT:  wll 


.fthcrniledSt 
nvr,  nnd  Wnshi 


,  nf  Ihe  I 


>..dl>c 


IE  VnyngM  uid  Tmri'l*  of 


Dlaoovcry,  uodtr  llie  C<iroin»ml 
le  L'lilted  Slal<.«:  rmm  llieMimtli 
rcrHisouri,  IhrnUBh  the  Inletlor  PsrUulNcinh  Amstka.  lu  Ihc  paclflrOi'Hin; 
ic  Vum  |H>|,  iROs.  &  ISW.  ConUInlag  AH  AuthenllD  Rulalloa  of  Ihe  row.! 
g  TiHIISU'liniiii  during  rlie  ExpedlUnn:  A  UenaiiiiUna  ot  Uic  CoUDlry:  Aod  rd 
il  <u  Inluibtiiinui.  Soil,  CLinuCc.  CiirlMlila.  BtidVcgtiablc  and  Animal  Prodiir- 
Bl'  PHlrlt'li  UiiHi,  One  <il  Ihv  IVmnui  vraplorEd  In  the  Expirdllioii.  With  Qra- 
ilr^Rlmiil  Eipluiiiiiiit)- Niiitv  lir  lb V  Piibl Idler.    PltUihiirKhr  DuvldM'KH'imn.    inr 
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had  soon  after  thoir  return  received,  together  with  conimis- 
Hion.s  as  genenils,  important  government  appointments:  I^wis 
l>eiiig  made  governor  of  Ijouisiana  Territory,  and  Clark  its 
Indian  agent  and  l)rigadier-gcneral  of  militia.^  The  onerous 
(hities  apiH»rtaining  to  these  offices,  in  the  new  and  vast  t(»rri- 
tory  through  which  the}'  had  explored,  were  necessarily 
absorbing;  and  neither  l)oing  a  literary  man,  the  task  of  pub- 
lication was  under  such  circumstances  easily  deferred. 

Trged  by  »Ietferson,  however— who  had  from  the  first  l>een 
keenly  desirous  to  have  the  records  of  the  exploration  made, 
as  soon  as  possible,  the  common  proi>erty  of  the  world — it 
was  in  ISOJI  agreed  that  (leneral  I^ewis  should  at  once  under- 
take the  editorship  of  the  journals.  Arrangements  were  made 
with  C.  &  A.  Conrad  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  publii^a- 
tion  of  th(»  work,  and  a  prospwtus  was  circulated  with  a  view 
of  o))biining  advance  subscriptions.  I^ewis  "was  traveling  on 
horseback  through  Tennessee,  on  his  way  to  Washington, 
intending  therejifter  to  go  to  Philadelphia  to  enter  upon  this 
(editorial  task,  when  lie  lost  iiis  life  during  the  night  of  October 
11.  A  gu(»st,  at  the  time,  of  a  wayside  settler  fiome  60  miles 
southwest  of  Nashville,  it  was  reported  that  he  had  committed 
suicide,  a  th(M)ry  which  flefferson,  probably  his  closest  friend, 
accc^pted  without  (|U(^stion;  but  it  was,  and  still  is,  believed  by 
many  that  h(»  was  nmrdered  for  the  small  sum  of  money  upon 
his  person  at  the  time. 

Clark,  now  the  soi(»  surviving  head  of  the  expedition, 
promptly  sought  the  assistance  of  an  editor  in  bringing  out 
the  proposed  pu))lication.  It  ai)pears  that,  probably  early  in 
181(»,  overtures  were  madt^  to  bun  from  some  literary  person 
in  Richmond,  Va. ;''  but  these  he  rejected,  and  earnestly 
solicited  the  aid  of  Nicholas  Biddle,  of  Philadelphia,  fiiddle, 
who  had  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  Philadelphia  fami 
lies,  had  graduated  from  Princeton  in  his  sixteenth  year  (1801). 
lie  had  \xh'u  secretary  to  John  Armstrong,  our  minister  to 
France  (1804),  and  while  in  Paris  had  superintended  the  pay- 

<«  Upon  tlio  expodiiioii,  Ia'wIs  hclil  a  captiiinfy  in  the  First  rcRimentof  Infantr}"  Clark 
Imd  bven  <'(»inmis8i()iio<l  as  st^'ond  lioiitenant  of  artillery.  On  their  return  they  both 
resigned  from  the  army— Clark  on  February  27.  ix'jT,  and  Lewis  on  March  2  following. 
Mareh  3,  .li-lTerson  Hiirned  Lewis'H  (rommission  asgovorncrof  Umisiana  Territory:  nine 
days  later  he  signed  Clark's  eonimlpsion  as  brigadier-general  of  \{s  militia,  an  ofBce  com- 
bined with  that  of  Indian  agent. 

^See  Biddle-Clark  corres[>ondenco  in  Cones.  Lewi?,  and  Clark.  I,  i>p.  Ixxxii  et  seq. 
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mt'iit  of  Americun  claims  growing  out  of  the  LouieiHtiii  pur- 
cJiase,  in  this  capacity  greatly  surprising  the  French  otficiaU 
Iwth  by  his  brilliancy  and  his  youth.  After  traveling  exten- 
wively  in  Europe,  he  became  secretary  toMr.  Moni-oewhilethe 
latter  was  minister  to  Great  Britain,  ?nit  in  1S07  returned  to 
practice  law  in  Philadelphia.  At  the  time  of  Clark's  invitation 
Riddle  was  only  24  years  of  ^e.  He  had,  nevertheless,  already 
attained  considerable  reputation  as  a  tinaucier,  lawyer,  and 
man  of  letters — in  the  last-named  lield,  being  editor  of  the 
Port-folio^and  socially  was  considered  by  many  l>oth  the 
handsomest  and  the  most  charming  man  in  Philadelphia,  as 
he  certainly  was  one  of  the  most  cultivated.  It  is  small  won- 
der that  Clark  chose  him  as  the  writer  of  the  narmtive. 
In  his  second  letter  to  Biddle.  dated  February  20,  1810, 
I  the  home  of  hif  father-in-law.  CtA.  George  Hancock, 
^ear  Fincastle.  Va,,  then  being  visited  by  the  tieneml,  he 
nvites  his  young  friend  to  come  to  him  at  that  place,  "  where 
I  have  my  Ijooks  and  memorandoms  and  stay  with  me  a  week 
)6r  two;  read  over  &  make  your.self  thei'eby  acquaint^  with 
biverything  which  may  not  lie  explained  in  the  Journal".  •  •  * 
ich  pHrt»  as  may  not  be  full,  I  can  explain,  and  add  such 
idditjonal  matter  as  1  may  recollect.  I  brougiit  the  liooks 
rith  me  to  Copy  sucli  parts  as  are  intended  for  the  Bolaniciil 
irork  which  I  ahall  send  to  Docf.  Baiton,  and  will  deliver  the 
loks  to  you  if  yon  i^'iH  tingBge  to  writ^-  the  naritive  &c.'' 
On  March  3  Biddle  replied  to  Clark,  regretting  "that  it 
will  be  out  of  my  power  to  undertake  what  yon  had  the  [wlite- 
ness  to  offer."  explaining  that  "My  iiccupations  necesHarily 
iOnfine  me  ta  Phil',  and  I  have  neither  health  nor  leisure  to 
D  sufficient  justice  to  the  fruits  of  your  enterprize  and  Inge- 
You  cannot  Iw  long  however  without  making  a  more 
!brtunat«  selection.'' 

[  Two  weeks  later,  however  (March  17),  he  again  addressed 
3Iark~who  was  still  at  Fincastle — and  re^rts  having  seen 
e  of  the  lattw's  friends  in  Philadelphia,  the  result  of  the 
»n(erence  being  that  he  "will  therefore  very  readily  agree 
9  do  all  that  is  in  my  [jower  for  the  a<lvam'ement  of  the  work; 
1 1  think  1  can  promise  with  some  cionfidence  that  it  shall 
!  ready  as  soon  as  the  publisher  is  prepared  to  print  it, 
iviiig  made  up  my  mind  today.  1  am  desirous  that  no  delay 
lall  iKrcur  on  my  part."     lie  therefore  will  soon  visit  the 
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(ift»iH»ml  lit  Finca-stlo.  The  latter  replied  (March  25)  with 
*'m<)st  sincere  acknowledgments  for  the  friendly  sentiments,** 
and  urjyred  an  immediate  visit,  ''as  my  business  calls  me  to 
Ijouisiana;  and  nothing  detains  me  but  the  business  I  wish 
with  vou.'' 

Biddle  made  the  trip  to  Fincastle,  noted  Clark's  oral  state- 
ments, and  carried  back  with  him  to  Philadelphia  the  jour- 
nals and  maps  of  the  expedition,  from  which  he  at  once  began 
to  write  his  narnitive.  I.i  May  Clark  sent  to  the  editor  a 
young  man  named  George  Shannon,''  who  as  a  mere  boy  of  16 
y(»ars,  had  croditably  served  as  one  of  the  privates  in  the  expe- 
dition. Then  28  years  old,  and  studying  for  the  law,  Shannon 
apptMirs  to  have  remained  in  Philadelphia  throughout  most  of 
the  time  spent  in  dmfting  the  narrative,  and  materially  assisted 
Bi(l<ll<»,  both  in  int^^rpreting  the  notebooks  and  giving  per- 
sonal recollections  of  the  tour.  Not  only  did  Clark  tender 
the  services  of  Shannon,  but  he  himself  was  in  frequent  cor- 
respondence with  the  editor,  and  purchased  and  forwanled  to 
him  the  journal  of  Sergeant  Ordway.*  We  have  seen  tliat  the 
journiil  of  Sergeant  (Jass  had  already  been  published  in  18i)7. 

The  tah»nted  young  editor  at  once  surrendered  himself  almost 
complet(»ly  to  the  difficult  Ua-.k  before  him.  He  had  promised 
Clark  that  the  narrative  should  l)e  ready  for  the  press  within 
twelve  months.  By  the  Tth  of  July  he  appears  to  have  finished 
the  story  of  tlu»  c^xplomtion  up  to  July  7, 1805,  above  the  Falls 
of  the  Missouri;  for  in  a  note  to  his  distinguished  correspond- 
ent, chiefly  concerning  the  maps  for  the  publication/ he  play- 
fully says:  '•To-day  1  have  sent  you  and  ten  men  up  into  a 
bottom  to  look  for  wood  to  mak(»  canoes  after  the  unhappy 
failure  of  your  iron  boat."  A  year  later  (July  8,  1811)  he 
wrote  to  Clark,  informing  him  that  he  had  '^completed  the 
work,  agreeable  to  our  engagement,''  and  was  '*  ready  to  put 
it  to  the  press  whenever  Mr.  Conmd  chose." 

"Shannon  WHS  born  in  Ponnsylvania,  of  a  k<^mh1  family,  in  1787.  After  the  return  of 
tlie  oxiH'dition  he  lost  a  letr  hs  a  nrsnlt  of  a  wound  at  the  handn  of  Indians,  the  ampnta- 
tion  liavin^  taken  phiee  at  St.  Charles,  Mo.  S(M)n  after  .•<ervhig  Biddle,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  at  l^msville,  Ky.;  iK-eoniinii?  a  eireuit  judge  in  Kentucky,  a  State  aenatnr  in 
Missouri,  and  I'nited  States  district  attorney  for  Missouri.  He  died  suddenly  in  court 
in  1S3<),  atr«'d  -19  years. 

'>Coue'i  assumes,  mi  his  Ix>  4^  '*nd  Clark,  that  Diddle  had  also  the  use  of  the  Journal  of 
Sergeant  Pryor,  b^.t  I  <'an  find  n(>  evidence  to  this  efT<Tt. 

t"  Which  were  being  prepared  by  F.  R.  Hassler,  Schene<*tady,  N.  Y. 
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In  our  diiy  H  woi'k  of  this  i.'hai'actfir  wituld  piifrcrlv  1>p  sought 
Uy  publishers.  Stanley.  Nordeiiskjold,  Nanwen,  and  Hrdin 
have  had  hut  to  choose  among applii-aiil-s  f lom  the  liook  tmdc. 
N'inety  ypsirs  ago  the  situatiou  was  far  diffei-ent.  John  Con- 
nid,  a  prominent  pulilisher  of  hiN  day,  was  finally  prevailed 
upon  to  undertake  the  work,  the  timincial  out*oiiic  of  which 
-eemed  to  some  others  doubtful.  He  appears  to  have  entered 
into  Ihe  project  with  uiiieh  interest;  but  hj*  the  time  Riddle 
was  ready  he  had  fallen  into  financial  .straits  and  in  due  course 
HJis  plunged  into  Imnkruptey,  for  this  was  the  period  of  the 
second  war  with  England  and  business  was  unsettled.  Biddle 
aceordingly  writes  to  Clark  July  4,  ISll,  stating  the  facts  in 
ihe  ease  and  incidentally  luentioning  that  "  last  winter  I  was 
prevented  from  going  to  the  legislature  chiefly  by  a  desire  to 
-lay  &  sui»rintend  the  printing."  He  has,  however,  made 
iin  arrangement  with  Thomas  Bradford,  "one  of  the  best 
iHwikseliers  here,"  and  hopes  that  "we  can  proceed  vigorously 
it  .soon  get  the  volumes  out." 

Oespitft  Kiddle's  optimism  afTairs  draggetl  slowly,  for  Brad- 
ford's t^rnis  were  nnuiceplflble.  Over  a  year  later  (Septem- 
l«r  5.  1812),  we  find  Clark  offering  Biddle  ■'  the  half  of  every 
proHt  arising  frnni  it,  if  you  will  attend  to  it.  have  it  Com- 
pleted as  far  as  it  is  possibk^  and  accessary,  prented  published 
&(•.  including  the  iidvances  which  have  and  may  be  neces.sarv 
&c."  Biddle  does  not  appi^ar  hi  have  aecepled  this  HnancJul 
proposition.     More  familiar  with  the  book  market,  he  prob 

►Ij'  anticipHtt'd  the  failure  of  the  project. 

Thi-oughout  the  entire  coui-se  of  the  work  Conrad  continued 
his  friendly  concern,  and  assisted  Biddie  in  his  .strenuous 
wareh  for  a  publisher.  November  la  he  tells  Biddle  by  let- 
ter that  he  ha-;  tried  Johnson  &  Warner  without  success,  that 
firm  "seem  to  have  -so  incorrect  an  idea  of  the  value  of  the 
work  tiiid  prolmbie  profits  arising  fi-om  the  publication  of  it." 
lie  advi.se»  Biddle  to  '-agree  to  Mr.  Bradfords  offer.  It  is  1 
!uii  confident  the  Itest  Iwrgain  you  can  make  forOenl.  Clarke. 
The  copyright  I  presume  will  be  in  him  (GenI  C.)&  I  suppose 
he  will  derive  the  entire  benefit  of  the  sale  of  the  M.  H.  in 
Knglsnd."  -<"' 

Tliis  advice  Biddle  in  due  time  felt  impelled  to  accept,  and 
February  yS,  I>il3,  tells  Clark  that  having  found  Bradford's 
L         H.  Dot.  745.  .^-2— vol  I 8 
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terms  ''  not  such  as  I  thought  advantageous  I  made  proposals 
to  all  the  booksellers  in  town.  The  stagnation  in  that  branch 
of  business  was  so  great  that  no  one  was  willing  to  embark  in 
it,  and  after  a  great  deal  of  fruitless  negociation  I  was  obliged 
to  return  and  on  the  advice  of  M"".  Conrad  accept  M'.  Brad- 
ford's proposals  *  *  *  1  now  wait  only  for  the  engrav- 
ers who  will  soon  I  hope  finish  their  work  and  then  we  can 
strike  off  the  printing  imniediatel}'  &  in  a  little  time  the  work 
will  be  published."  A  \ear  was,  however,  exhausted  in  the 
mechanical  execution  of  the  two  small  volumes.  During  this 
time  the  publishing  firm  of  Bradford  &  Inskeep,  which  under- 
t<K)k  the  work,  in  their  turn  became  insolvent,  and  at  the 
actual  time  of  publication  (Februar}'  20,  1814)"  were  in  the 
bankruptcy  court. 

Just  ))efore  going  to  press  Biddle  was  elected  to  the  legis- 
lature, in  which  he  soon  won  an  enviable  reputation  for  states- 
manlike (jualities.  Being  thus  prevented  from  paying  that 
attention  to  the  book  which  he  thought  it  deserved,  he  engaged 
Paul  All(Mi,  a  Philadelphia  newspaper  writer,  to  supervise  the 
issue.  In  a  letter  to  Clark  (March  23),  reviewing  some  of  the 
circumstiinces  of  the  i)ubli<'ation,  Biddle  says:  ''The  gentle- 
man who  received  and  prepared  it  for  the  press,  Mr.  Allen, 
is  a  very  capable  {XM-son,  and  as  I  did  not  put  the  finishing 
hand  to  the  volumes  I  did  not  think  it  right  to  take  from  him 
the  credit  of  his  own  exertion  and  care  by  announcing  per- 
sonally the  part  which  I  had  in  the  compilation.  I  am  content 
that  my  trouble  in  the  ))usiness  should  be  recognized  only  by 
tlH>  phnisure  which  attended  it  and  also  by  the  satisfaction  of 
making  your  acquaintiince,  which  I  shall  always  value.  I 
could  have  wished  that  your  time  had  i^^rmitted  you  to  revise 
the  whole  of  the  work,  as  no  doubt  some  errors  and  inadvert- 
ences have  from  the  nature  of  the  volumes  and  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  publication  crept  into  them.  1  hope, 
howev(M%  that  you  will  not  Hnd  them  very  numerous  or  impor- 

I* The  date  of  the  lirst  wle  of  volumes.  See  Coiies's  LewiH  and  Clark,  I,  pp.  xcl,  xrll,  for 
detailed  Ktatement  of  the  financial  outcome  of  the  enterprise. 

The  full  title  of  the  work  was:  History  of  the  Kxpe<litSon  under  the  (Command  of  Cap- 
tains Lewis  and  Clark,  to  the  Sources  of  the  Mis«.)uri,  thence  across  the  Rock)'  Moun- 
taiuN  and  down  the  Kiver  Columbia  to  the  I'uclUc  Ocean.  Performed  during  the  Yean* 
1H01-.V6.  By  order  of  the  Government  o(  the  Tnited  States.  Prepared  for  the  Press  by 
I*aul  Allen,  Esquire.    Philadelphia:   Bradford  and  Inskeep,  1H14.    2  vols. 
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"tunt.  •  *  »  Henceforth  you  may  sleep  u|H»n  ymir  fame, 
which  must  lost  as  long  as  b(X>ks  can  endure.  Mr.  Hruclfonl 
has.  I  presume,  sent  you  a.  copy  of  the  work."  Not  long  after 
this  (.July  1,  1S13),  trpnei-al  Clark,  wlio  sinee  the  expedition 
had  been  a  resident  of  St.  Louis,  had  been  appointed  governor  ■ 
iif  Missouri  Territory. 

Despite  Biddle's  determination  to  claim  no  credit  for  the 
ureal  narrative  which  has  long  been  regarded  a  classic  in  Amer- 
ii-an  history,  it  is  quite  apparent  that  Allen's  connection  with 
tlie  enterprise  was  hut  that  of  reviser  for  the  press.  He  him- 
self modestly  states  in  the  preface  that  he  does  not  wish  "to 
arrogate  anything  from  the  exertions  of  others;'"  tlmt''he 
found  hut  little  to  change,  and  that  his  labor  has  been  princi- 
pally confined  to  revising  the  manuscript,  comparing  it  with 
the  original  papers,  and  inserting  such  additional  matter  a.s 
appears  to  have  been  intentionally  deferred  by  the  writer  [Mr. 
Iliddli']  till  the  jxriod  of  a  move  mature  revi,sal."  Allen  se- 
i-nred  from  President  Jefferson  an  admirable  memoir  of  Lewis; 
pa-i-iilily  he  also  blocked  out  the  chapters;  and  the  mechanical 
form  may  in  a  measure  I>ediie  to  him.  His  labors  were  doubt- 
ks»  important  from  the  typognipliical  and  clerical  side;  but 
■if  course  the  credit  for  the  enterprise  should  chiefly  rest  with 
liiddle.  That  the  latter  had  finished  the  work,  ready  for  the 
linal  touches  of  a  pmctieal  reviser  fur  the  press,  is  evident 
from  his  own  letters  to  Clark.  a><  well  as  the  confirmatory 
ntiitemeut  which  has  come  down  to  us  from  Conrad. 

In  his  adminvble  edition  of  the  Travels  (New  York,  1893,  4 
vols.)  Dr.  Kllioit  Coues  spi'nds  much  .space  and  energy  in  per- 
>i-tentiy  heaping  vituperation  on  Allen  for  fathering  a  worlt 
Jiisiinly  piTformed  liy  another.  Hiddle  had  the  undoubted  right 
til  withdraw  his  name  from  public  connection  with  the  narra- 
tive. We-  may  consider  his  reasons  Quixotic,  but  he  was 
I'ntitled  to  be  guided  by  them,  and  they  certainly  bespeak  a 
nature  more  generous  than  we  are  accustomed  to  meet.  As  for 
Allen,  it  is  quite  evident  that  he  did  his  part  with  lieconiing 
iiiodcsty ;  and  no  doubt  be  well  earned  tlic  fee  of  IJ5IH) — jjaitly 
taken  out  in  trade— with  which  he  was  rewarded  by  tlie  pub- 
lishers.  Prew*  revision  and  proof  reading  are  no  light  tasks: 
iilthougb  wo  might  wish  that,  while  he  was  at  it,  be  had  also 
given  us  an  index. 
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Tlio  size  of  tlio  edition  was  iipj>iirently  2,(MM)  copies.''  Of 
those  it  would  seem  that  5^8  were  either  lost  in  some  manner— 
''•sup[K)sed  to  he  d(»st roved  in  hinder\s  or  printer's  hands'" — 
or  were  dt»feetiv(»  from  hiekin^  phit(»s.  Tills  would  leave  for 
sale  oidy  1,417  perfe<t  copies,  which  explains  wh\'  the  lHX)k 
is  now  rare.  The  net  profits  on  the  enterprise  were  computed 
at  JfliH.  10,  of  which  neither  Clark  nor  Hiddle  appears  to  have 
received  a  pt»miy.  The  copper  plates  of  the  engraved  maps 
became  tlu*  property  of  the  latter,  and  are  now  owned  by  his 
son,  Hon.  Craig  Riddl(\  of  Philadelphia.  To  Clark  was  left 
the*  copyright.  As  for  the  heirs  of  Lewis,  we  find  them''  as 
latt*  as  1SU)-17  making  applii*ation  to  Clark  for  their  share  of 
the  earnings,  ''*'j)ersuad(Hl  that  profit  arising  fnmi  that  work 
has  been  receivcnl."  and  i)eing  informed  by  the  kind-hearted 
governor  of  the  dismal  result  of  the  (Miterprise. 

Over  two  and  a  half  y(»ars  after  the  publication  a  letter 
from  (lark  to  Jc^tferson  (October  lo,  181  fi)**  reveals  the  fact 
that  the  explorer  had  himself '•  not  been  so  fortunat<^  as  to 
])rocur(»  a  single  volume  as  yet"  -thus  showing  that  Rrad- 
ford,  in  the  midst  of  his  financial  troubles,  had  not  carried 
out  his  airreement  with  Hiddle,  mentioned  alnne,  to  tmnsmit 
a  copy  of  the  work  to  the  man  chiefly  concerned  in  its  ap- 
pearanc<». 

The  service  of  Hiddle  in  (uliting  the  journals  of  the  Licwis 
and  Clark  expedition  was  a  far  more  difficult  literary  under- 
taking than  is  <*onunonly  supposed.  The  entire  mass  of  notes 
which  he  had  before  him  may  1h^  thus  roughly  computed: 

Word*. 
Lt*\vis  and  Clark  journals  ( Anicr.  Philos<>]>hiraI  S<H'ioty  <*<Kii('e8) .       900, 000 

( iass  JDurnal  (as  j>rint(Hl) 83, 000 

Onhvay  journal — unknown,  but  jM>SHil)ly 100,000 


1,083,000 

To  this  we  should  add  a))out  150,(M)0  woixls  in  the  Clark- 
Voorhis  colhvtion,  later  to  be  described,  and  undoubtedlv  at 
one  t  iin(*  in  Biddle's  hands,  and  whatever  additional  notc^  he 
may  have  made  during  conversations  with  Clark  and  Shannon, 


"In  this  I  follov^'  Cones. 

t^{U^^u.'^.  I.  i»p.  x«'iii.  x<'iv, 

••Origiinil  M?<.  in  iM»sscssion  «>f  American  Phil«>so)>hiral  SiKjiety. 
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or  OH  the  result  of  corrpspoiideiiic  with  the  former — and  they 
ittuft  havi-  liecii  copioas.  A  large  proportion  of  the  scientific 
iiiiitt«r  of  the  LewJH  and  Clark  notebooks,  however — which 
may  have  iiggrpgated  possibly  a  fourth  of  the  journiils  as  a 
whole— had  been  eliminated  by  Clark  and  liiddK',  This 
inatHrlui,  cui-pfnlly  copied  out,  was  sent  t^i  Dr.  Benjamin 
Smith  Barton,  an  omincnt  naturalist  in  Philadelphia."  Doctor 
Barton  agreed  to  prepare  a  sjn'cial  volume,  "which  wa*  to 
have  been  (by  contmct)  prepared  in  six  monthrt  from  the 
time"  of  the  apijcaimnce  of  the  uarmtive  of  the  journej'. 
Owing  to  Barton's  illness  and  consequent  death  this  "cieutitic 
part""  was  not  written.  Thus,  while  the  Biddle  narrative 
gives  a  popular  account  of  some  of  the  principal  discoveries, 
the  seientitic  data  -•'O  laborioiwly  kept  by  Lewis  and  Clark^ — 
chii'Hy  the  former-  has  thus  far  not  !>een  given  to  the  world. 
It  wa*i  Biddlu's  tjisk  to  weave  thi.s  great  mass  of  heterogene- 
ous data  into  a  readable  narrative  which  should  have  unity 
and  a  simple  and  forceful  literary  style.  Adopting  so  far  as 
possible  the  language  of  the  original  journals,  where  essential 
lie  ampllties  and  explains  them  from  his  additional  data,  it 
U'iiig  plain  to  see,  on  comparison  with  the  originals,  wherein 
(lark  and  Shannon  and  the  Ordway  and  Uass  journals  bad 
assisted  him  to  a  more  complete  understanding.  The  nearly 
l,^tMi,iK)0  words  of  the  original  he  condensed  into  370,000 
words.  The  llrst  peraon  plural  is  used,  save  where  the 
captains  are  individually  mentioned,  and  then  we  have  the 
third  pei-son  stngular.  So  -skillfully  is  the  work  done  that 
probably  few  readers  have  realized  that  they  had  not  be- 
fore them  the  veritable  journals  of  the  explorers  themselves, 
ffrittfl'n  upon  the  spot.  The  result  will  always  remain  one 
i>f  the  best  dige.stetl  and  nio.-^t  interesting  books  of  Ameri- 
mn  travel,  comparable  in  many  respects  with  Astoria  and 
lionncville'."  Adventures — of  lour.se  lacking  Irving's  charm  of 
style,  lait  possessing  what  Irving's  two  Western  classics  do 
not,  the  ring  of  truth,  which  never  fails  to  appeal  to  those 
who  love  a  tale  of  noble  adventure  in  the  cause  of  civitizatiou. 
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We  have  seen  that  fFefferson,  who  set  on  foot  the  expedi- 
tion,** had  from  the  first  expressed  much  concern  in  its 
records,  both  in  the  making  and  the  publication.  He  had 
urged  their  early  printing,  and  on  lewis's  death  spurred 
Clark  to  action,  with  what  result  has  been  related.  The 
dilatoriness  of  that  performance — for  which  Clark,  however, 
was  only  partly  re>!iponsil)le— fretted  the  great  man.  Decem- 
ber <),  1S13,  he  wrote  to  Baron  von  Huml>oldt,  '""You  will 
find  it  inconceival)le  that  Lewis's  journey  to  the  Pacific  should 
not  yet  have  appeared;  nor  is  it  in  my  power  to  tell  you  the 
reason.  The  measures  taken  by  his  surviving  companion, 
Clark,  for  th^"  pu))lication,  have  not  answered  <mr  wishes  in 
point  of  dispatch.  I  think,  however,  from  what  I  have  heard, 
that  th(»  mere  journal  will  l)e  out  within  a  few  weeks  in  two 
volumes,  8vo.  These  I  will  take  care  to  send  you  with  the 
tobacco  seed  you  desired,  if  it  Ih>  possible  for  them  to  escape 
the  thousand  ships  of  our  enemies  spread  over  the  ocean. 
The  botanical  and  zoological  discoveries  of  Lewis  will  prob- 
ably experienc«»  greater  delay,  and  become  known  to  the 
world  through  <)th(M*  channels  ])efore  that  volume  will  be 
readv.  The  Atlas,  1  b«»lieve,  waiti^  on  the  leisure  of  the 
engraver."''  Nearl}'  a  hundred  years  have  elapsed,  and  we 
still  await  its  publication. 

Three  years  later  (181())  we  find  Jefferson  instituting  a 
search  for  the  manuscript  journals  of  the  explorers,  with  a 
view  of  placing  them  in  the  archives  of  the  American  Philo- 
sophijcal  Society.  He  writes  (April  2H)'*  to  Prof.  Joseph  F. 
Correa  da  Serm,  a  botanist  then  holding  membership  in  the 
society,  asking  him,  in  the  cause  of  science,  to  interest  liim- 

rtln  17H3  he  siigjfeste<l  to  Gen.  (Jeorjfe  R(>jf<^'rs  Clark,  oldest  brother  of  William,  an  expe- 
dition "fur  exploriuK  the  country  from  tlie  Mis«iisipi  to  California,"  hut  nothing  came 
of  it.  The  original  MS.  of  this  letter  is  in  the  Draiwr  MSS..  Wiwonriu  Historical  Society. 
press  murk  fy2  J  93.  In  17Sti,  while  Anieriean  minister  at  Paris,  he  proposed  to  John 
Led  yard,  of  Connectient,  a  ]>lan  for  penetniting  through  Russia  and  Sil>eria  to  Kamchatka, 
"and  procuring  a  pa.ssage  theneo  in  some  uf  the  Russian  vesselN  to  Nootka  Sound,  whence 
lie  might  make  liis  way  across  the  continent  to  America  [the  United  States]."  But 
I.cdyard  was  tunRMl  back  by  order  of  Empress  Catherine  II,  when  within  a  few  days  of 
Kamchatka,  and  this  project  failed.  \  See  Jefferson's  "  Autobiography  "  In  Ford*8  edition 
of  his  writings,  I,  pp.  91-%.)  In  1793  lie  arranged  with  the  French  botanist  Andre 
Michaux  to  make  a  transcontinental  tour  up  the  Missouri  and  down  the  Columbia;  but 
Miehaux  became  involved  in  tlie  Genet  intrigue  and  got  n«>  farther  west  than  Kentucky. 
Ten  years  later  his  fourth  attempt  succeeded  under  the  direction  of  Lewis  and  Clark. 

^Foni,  IX.  p.  4:«. 

fTlie  original  MS.  of  this  letter  is  in  the  iH»M*essiim  of  the  society. 
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ilf  in  the  mattor,  and  describing  in  some  detail  the  trharnctrr 
of  th(!  documents^ — with  which  he  was  himself  familiar,  fitr  ho 
had  handled  them  nt  Monticello.  These  papei'M,  he  informs 
Da  Serra,  "are  the  property  of  the  government,  the  fruits  of 
the  expedition  undertaiken  at  such  expence  of  money  and  risk 
of  valnable  lives.  They  contain  exactly  the  whole  of  the 
information  which  it  was  our  object  to  obtain  for  the  l)ene- 
tit  of  our  own  countiy  and  of  .the  world,  but  we  were  willing 
to  give  to  Ijewis  and  Clarke  wlmt^'ver  pecuniary  beneJits 
might  l)e  derived  from  the  publication,  and  therefore  left  the 
papers  in  their  hands,  taking  for  granted  that  their  interests 
would  pi-oduce  a  speedy  publication,  which  would  he  better 
if  done  under  their  direction,  but  the  death  of  Cap|  Lewis, 
the  distance  and  occupations  of  Genei-al  Clarke,  and  the  bank- 
niptcy  of  their  bookseller,  have  retarded  the  publication, 
and  rendered  neceswary  that  the  government  should  attend 
to  the  reclamation  &  security  of  the  papers,  their  recovery 
is  now  become  an  imperious  duty,  their  safest  deposit 
as  faat  as  they  can  Iw  collecte4,  will  Ik*  the  Philosophical 
:iwty,  who  no  doubt  will  V>e  so  kind  a.s  to  recieve  and  pre- 
e  thetn,  Kubject  to  the  order  of  government.  •  •  » 
to  any  clainbt  of  individuals  to  those  papern,  it  is  to  be 
rrvod  that,  as  being  the  property  of  the  public,  we  arc  cer- 
neither  Lewis  nor  Clarke  would  undertake  to  convey 
ky  the  right  to  them,  and  that  they  could  not  convey  them, 
they  been  capable  of  intending  it.  "  *  *  my  inter- 
net will,  I  trust,  i>e  excused,  not  only  from  the  portion 
lieh  every  citizen  has  in  whatever  is  public,  ))ut  from  the 
peculiar  part  I  have  had  in  the  design  and  execution  of  this 
exjiedition." 

It  appears  that  Biddle,  who' still  held  the  majority  of  the 
notelKwks,  wa*  disinclined  to  surrender  them  to  Jefferson 
save  on  order  of  Clark,  September  S  Jefferson  wrote  to  the 
(ieneral  soliciting  such  an  order,  to  "Ih!  given  in  favor  either 
the  War  office  or  myself,  •  »  •  j  .should  receive  tbem 
ly  in  trust  for  the  War  office,  to  which  they  belong,  and 
;e  their  oi-ders  relating  to  them."  He  wishes  to  deposit 
with  the  Philosophical  Societj-  "  for  safekeeping  the  travelling 
poi'ket  journals  as  originals  to  l>e  recurred  to  on  all  interest- 
ing questions  arising  out  of  the  published  journal,"  his  desire 
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being  to  secure  **to  the  world  all  the  beneficial  results  we 
were  entitled  to  expect  from  it  [the  expedition]  and  which 
would  so  fully  justify  the  exponcesof  the  expedition  incurred 
by  the  United  States  in  that  expectation." 

Octo])er  10,  Clark  responds  to  Jefferson^  by  inclosing  *'ttn 
Order  on  my  friend  \F.  Riddle  for  the  papers  in  his  posse^s- 
sion;"  Biddle  })eing  at  the  simie  time  instructed  as  his  agent, 
''to  collect  all  the  Books,  papers,  specimens,  &c.,"  in  the 
hands  of  Doctor  Iferton's  heirs  or  others.  Clark  expresses 
interest  in  »I(»trerson\s  desire  to  collect  the  papers,  and  adds: 
'*  From  the  mortitic4ition  of  not  haveing  succeeded  in  giving 
to  the  world  all  the  results  of  that  expedition,  I  fe^l  Relief  & 
greatitude  for  the  interest  which  you  are  willing  to  take,  in 
effecting  what  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  ac*complish.'' 
Curiously  enough,  as  we  shall  soon  see,  Clark  appears  to  have 
hud  at  th(»  time  in  his  possession  at  St.  I-#oui8  five  of  his  own 
original  journals,  n(»arly  all  the  maps  of  the  expedition,  and 
many  miscellaneous  docunjents  concerning  it;  these  he  did 
not  surrender. 

June  2S,  IS  17,  »Iefl'erson  writes  to  Dr.  John  Vaughan,'of 
the  society,  saying  that  although  Mr.  Da  Serra  had  obtainiHl 
sevei-al  n()te})o()ks  from  Mr.  Biddle  and  Mrs.  Barton,  there 
was  still  experienced  considemble  difficulty  in  collecting  all 
of  the  documcMits.  Evidently  nuich  annoyed,  he  proposes  to 
bring  pressure  to  bear  through  the  Secretary  of  War,  ''that 
office  having  soine  rights  to  these  papers."  The  further  sug- 
gestion is  made  that  the  society  publish  **  in  their  Transac- 
tions or  otherwise/'  a  digest  of  the  ''zoological,  vegetable  & 
mincnilogical  papers  cSc  subjects." 

On  the  stli  of  April,  181H,  we  h^arn  from  the  manuscript 
minutes  of  the  society  that  "'Mr.  Nicholas  Biddle  deposited 
the  original  journals  of  Lewis  and  Clark,  with  an  account  of 
them  and  of  those  journals  and  documents  which  he  was  not 
possessed  of.*'  The  following  receipt  therefor  was  ordered 
to  be  giv^en  })v  the  secretarv: 

Re«"*  April  8.  1SI8  <>f  Xicholan  Biddle  14  Volumes  uf  the  Pocket  Jounial 
of  Mefs  l^wis  tt  Clarke:  a  V<>luine  <»f  at^tronomical  ol>8iirvationfl  &  other 
MatttT  by  Capi  Lewis:  a  finall  Copy  li<Kjk  containing  fome  Notes  byCapt. 
J.ewiH —     A   Rough  draft  of  his  letter  to  the  Pn'sident  from  St.  LouIh 
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aiiuouneing  his  reluni  —  Two  Siatiatkal  Tables  tif  llie  Indian  Trilwa  Wesi 
lil  the  MifgiCbipi  river  made  by  tJuvemor  Clarkp:  All  which  are  DujHieiled 
with  the  Hist  Cora"  in  i-umpliance  with  the  re(|ueBt  of  (io\''  Clark  in  hiH 
Letter  lo  Nicholaa  Biddle  dated  10  Oft  181ii  &  (orwanlwl  to  the  Hiat.  Corn" 
by  Mr.  JeBenaa. 

It  IB  uiuteretood  &  agreed  on  the  i>art  «t  Uic  llieU>.  Coni°*  in  reeieving 
ibtwe  txHike  &  papers,  that  tiov.  W"'  Clark  liis  heirs  or  alsigns  shall  at  all 
tiiDM  have  the  fall  iiae  of  theni  fur  any  future  editiim  of  his  Travels.  By 
order  of  tlie  Hist.  Com".  Jii  VaughRD  recording  Sec.  at  the  Uist.  &  Lit 
Claw  of  thf  Am.  Ph.  Soc. 

The  deposit  was  accompanied  by  this  letter  from  Mr.  Bid- 
die,  giving  interesting  particulai-s,  wMtjh  in  the  present  con- 
nection are  worthy  of  preservation:" 

PlllLAl)*  AprilH,  isis 

UeARtJiH:  1  have  Iho  pleasure  of  depositing  with  the  Historical  Coru- 
utittee  the  papers  A  books  which  arcanipany  lhin  letter,  in  compliance 
with  the  request  of  Governor  Clark  in  his  letter  to  me  of  the  lOtb  of  Orto- 
ber  1816  transmitted  by  Mc  Jefferson. 

It  uiay  perha[)S  be  useful  to  add  such  notices  of  other  objects  eoime(.-t«d 
with  th<!iii,  as  may  enable  the  Comrnittt«  to  extend  it«  researches. 

It  was  in  the  Spring  of  1810  that  I  iweived  from  (iovernor  Clark  in  Vir- 
l^ia,  ft  broU)j:bt  to  Philadelphia  the  papers  A  documents  deemed  necef- 
fMry  for  the  publication  of  the  Travels.     They  consisted  of, 

1.  A  Im^  luMp  of  the  country  between  the  Mierifsipi  &  the  Pacific  illus- 
tratiiig  the  course  of  the  journey. 

2-  A  map  for  H'  Hafsler  who  wa»  in  the  stut£  of  New  York  and  en^caKefl 
in  soiae  astronomical  calculations  for  the  work. 

3.  Some  documents  tor  D'  Barton. 

4.  The  manuscript  journal  of  Serjeaut  Crilway.  one  <il  the  party 
h.  The  pocket-.IournalH  of  the  exjiedition,  of  these 

(1)  The  map  after  the  draft  was  made  from  it  for  the  engraver  was 
delivered  by  the  draftsman,  M''  tiewi»,  to  Uovemor  Clark  when  last  in 
Philr  abont  the  year  1R13. 

(2)  The  other  map  was  forwarded  by  M'  Vauphan  to  M"  Ifafsler,  who 
in  bisle(t«rdat<Hl  Ang.  12.  ISlOat  Schenectady  mentioned  the  receipt  of  it 

(3)  The  documents  for  I)'  Barton,  were  delivered  to  him  immediately 
after  my  arrival  in  Phil*.  Not  having  received  any  list  of  them  from  Gov'' 
(_'lark  I  of  course  took  none  from  li'  Barton,  and  oh  I  was  merely  tlie 
lie«rer  of  them,  my  recollection  is  not  as  accurate  as  it  would  ha\'e  been 
Itftil  they  fallen  more  lunnedialely  under  my  esaniination.  My  iinprefeion 
liowever  is  that  the  packet  for  1)'  Burton  consisted  of  small  manuscript 
ImhiIih  ft  some  papers.  The  books  were  chiefly  extracts  relative  to  objects 
of  iiatiiml  hiatory  taken  Croni  the  original  Journal  now  deposited  with  the 
(JoDirnitbie.  The  papers  were  Indian  vocabularies,  collecleil  during  the 
journey.  They  fonneil,  I  think,  a  bundle  of  loose  sheets  each  sheet  con- 
taining B  printed  vmnlmlary  in  English  with  the  corresponding  Indian 
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name  in  nianu8cri])t.  There  was  also  another  collection  of  Indian  vocabu- 
larieH,  whieh,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  waH  in  the  handwriting  of  M*^  Jefferson." 

I  have  tiirne<l  to  my  letter  to  tiovenior  Clark  dated  Jaly  7.  1810,  the 
lirnt  to  him  after  my  arrival  at  Phil*,  in  hopes  of  finding  some  further 
particulars,  but  the  letter  merely  states  in  general  terms  "  I  need  not  say 
that  I  arriv*»<l  safe  at  this  place — that  the  map  was  immediately  forwarde<l 
to  M""  Hafslcr,  and  that  D"^  Barton  received  all  his  papers.**  In  the  preface 
to  the  printed  travels  which,  being  published  in  Phil'  whilst  D'  Barton 
was  there,  njust  l)e  pn»sume<l  to  have  l)een  correct — it  is  stated  that  **  those 
parts  of  the  work  which  n*late  to  the  various  objects  of  natural  historj- 
olwervtHl  or  collected  <luring  the  journey,  as  well  as  the  alphabets  of  the 
Indian  languages  are  in  the  hands  of  Profefsor  Barton,  and  will  it  is  under- 
stood, shortly  appear."     This  was  in  1814. 

I  have  mentione<l  these  particulars  fo  minutely  })ecause  the  description 
may  i)erhap8  enable  some  of  the  Committee  to  recognize  the  voc-abularies, 
which  I  int'line  to  think  were  the  only  things  delivered  by  me  to  D*"  Barton 
not  included  in  the  volumes  now  deposite<l. 

(4 )  The  journal  of  Serjt»ant  <  >nlway  was  I  believe  a  private  punrhase  from 
that  person,  (iovernor  Clark  in  his  letter  to  me  of  the  24  Jany.  1818 
desires  me  to  send  it  to  him. 

(5)  The  Journals  of  Mefs^I^wis  &  Clark  from  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  the  journey  are  contained  in  the  14  volumes,  all  of  which  are  now 
(lepo8ite<l.  There  is  l>e8i<les  one  volume  of  astronomical  observations  & 
other  matter  ])y  Captain  Ix^wis,  a  small  copy  l)ook  containing  some  notes 
by  Captain  Lewis — the  rough  draft  of  his  letter  to  the  President  from  8' 
Louis  announcing  his  return — and  twf»  statistical  tables  of  the  various  tribes 
of  Indians  west  of  the  Mifsifsipi  made  by  (iovernor  Clark. 

These  are  all  the  obst^rvations  which  occur  to  me  as  promising  to  l)e  use- 
ful to  the  Committee. 

Very  respectfully  yrs 

Nicholas  Biddlk 
Ilonble  Wiij.iAM  Tiujhman, 

Chnmunn  of  thf  Jfintoricnl  (hinmittee  of  the  Philos^  Society. 

Here  the  records  of  Jeffersoir^  search  suddenly  stop. 
Neither  the  Federal  (Toveriiinent  nor  the  American  Philo- 
sophical Society  having  decided  to  publish  them,  these  price- 
less manuscripts  slumbered  untouched  for  nearly  seventj'-five 
years  in  the  Ii})rary  vault  of  the  society,  practically  unknown 
to  historical  scholars.  The  two- volume  Biddle  narrative — an 
a}>breviated  paraphrase,  but  connnonly  accepted  by  the  world 
as  the  actual  journals  of  Lewis  and  Clark — had,  after  the 
first  period  of  neglect,  b(»en  reprinted  over  and  over  again  in 

«  Several  copies  of  the  Indian  vocabnlar>'  blank  ]>repared  by  Jefferson  are  in  the  posscR- 
Hion  of  the  American  Philosophical  So<'iety,  having  been  presented  by  him  in  October, 
1820.  It  consists  of  a  sheet  7|  by  19^  inches,  printed  on  both  sides— although  there  arc 
some  which  were  printed  on  but  one  side  of  a  sheet  twice  this  width,  the  two  pa|{ei< 
standing  side  by  side.  Those  AIUmJ  out  repres<'nt,  among  others,  the  Miami,  Micmac, 
Shawnee.  (^hipiK^wa,  and  LenApe  languages,  while  seveml  are  still  blank.  In  the  collec- 
tion are  none  which  ap)>ear  to  have  emanated  from  thi>  L.ewis  and  Clark  expediUoiL. 
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iglmid  and  Aitiericn  (ftlxHit  twenty  distinct  oditiouy)  and 
>en  translated  into  the  German  and  Diittih  languages. 
In  IWS  Dr.  Elliiitt  Coups,  eminent  as  a  scientist  and  trav- 
iler,  as  welt  as  an  editor  of  American  hif^torical  uources,  was 
("njifuged  in  editing  with  eialiorate  notes  a  new  edition  of 
Middle,  He  already  had  most,  if  not  all,  of  his  matter  hefore 
him  in  galley  proofs  when  (December)  he  learned  for  the  first 
time  of  the  existence  of  the  ori^nal  manuscripts  in  Philadel- 
phia. Armed  with  a  letter  from  the  explorer's  son,  .lelferson 
Kearny  Clark,  of  St.  Louis,  Coues  requested  the  loan  of  the 
journals  from  their  custjidians.  This  wajs  granted  by  the 
society  (vote  of  December  IB),  and  the  manuscripts  were 
accordingly  sent  to  him  at  Washington,  He  considered  it  too 
late  to  lilock  out  the  work  afresh  and  to  discard  Kiddie's  text, 
but  compromised  by  enriching  his  notes  with  many  citations 
from  the  originals — ^un fortunately  freely  modernized,  as  was 
Ills  custom  with  all  of  the  Western  manuscripts  which  he 
edited — and  from  them  also  compiled  a  new  chapter  in  the 
Riddle  style,  which  he  inserted  into  the  body  of  the  Imok  as 
lougb  a  part  of  the  Biddle  text.  His  modified  excerpts  bul 
irved  to  whet  the  appetites  of  Western  historians,  and  thus 
to  the  project  for  their  eventual  publication  in  extensoand 
with  literal  atr<-unicy. 

In  returning  the  journals  to  the  society  Coues  transmitted 
therewith  a  detailed  report  ujmn  their  scope  and  condition." 
While  in  his  posftession  he  attached  to  each  journal  (or  codex) 
a  metnorundum  .summarizing  its  contents,  and  to  each  codex 
gave  an  identifying  letter,  running  from  A  to  T.*    This  was 


,aFu))l[>bC4t  In  Anierti'im  Phtln»o|i 

mcighlt 

nail  books,  b 
D.  enrb  conuinliig  lUi  iiagtw— ravMi  i 
"     i»11»1  -thB      "  " 


bootu,"  and  ■ 


XSI  (No,  110),|)[i.  n-33. 
millwelTeparcelBur  lacme  eheels, 
coTeii,  81  by  61  iDchoc  in  dtmen- 
ibyLawtiiwidrtxbyCliirk:  ihejr 
CodlCH  D~P  of  Cauea'B  ■rraagemeaL 


ir  Alie,  bound  in  Lpo' 

.   Then  came  four  boond  in  bmrdii,  marble  popi 

uh,  two  bulnit  by  Clmii  Bnd  two  by  both  explorer 

a  A.  B,  Q.  und  R.    The  looim  oheehi,  conslfiUng  o[  IrnTes  torn  frooi  II 

e  labeled  CodlenAa,  Ba,  Fm,  Fb.  Fc,  Fd.  Fc.  1b,  La,  Lb.  S,  and  T.    It  b  ilid 

■af  which  uf  tbise.  If  any.  nrvre  auliully  carried  in  the  Held.    In  hU  lelUr  ti>  1 

a  April  W,  1S16.  already  cItijd.Ji!(ter«oii  awume*  that  the  red  moroifo  l»K.t8  iici 

"n  Ibefleld  by  Lewlt, -' In  which.  In  his  own  tiandnrltlllE.  he  hid  joiirnnllu''!  H 

BQCDa,  day  by  diiy.  lU  he  Icaielliid:"  Indeed,  ire  have  already  amn  thil  .li-fTtm: 

A  Ibcn  "  irOTelllnr  pocket  joumiiln."    Caatu  think),  howerra',  that  probably  none  i 

"    »,  except  puBslbly  Codex  C.  wan  a  Held  book,  but  was  written  up  afterwards. 

I  cite  the  evidence  In  detail,  bat  I  am  ■!»  Inclined  to  this  viei 

u  Ci>dei  r  diflen  mdically  In  appearance  from  the  known  Clark  fletd  book  I 

'       ^  flcrlbed  later),  I  am  dbpcced  to  conoldcr 
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commendable,  but  certain  other  liljertie^  which  he  took  with 
these  precious  manuscripts  merit  our  condeumation,  for  in 
many  codices  he  freely  interlined  the  text  with  his  own  verbal 
changes  and  comments,  and  in  general  appeared  to  treat  the 
material  as  though  mere  copy  for  the  printer,  which  might  be 
revised  by  him  with  impunity.  Apparently  the  codices  were 
unopened  hy  the  custodians  after  their  return,  for  it  was  not 
until  the  sunnner  of  1903  that  the  society  authorities  were 
made  aware,  by  one  who  was  examining  them  in  detail,  of  the 
astonishing  treatment  to  which  they  had  been  subjected  by 
Coues. 

The  next  chapter  in  the  story  opened  in  the  spring  of  19(^1, 
when  the  society's  historical  committee  determined — in  view 
of  the  forthcoming  Ij<niisiana  Purchase  Centennial — at  last  to 
carry  out  Mr.  fleffersoirs  suggestion,  and  secure  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  journals  direct  from  the  original 
manuscripts  in  their  cust<wly.  They  succeeded  in  interesting 
in  this  project  the  firm  of  Dodd,  Mead  &  Co.,  of  New  York, 
who  in  turn  engaged  the  j)resent  writer  as  editor  of  the  work. 

In  the  course  of  the  conseciuent  investigation  into  the 
sources  there  came  to  view  in  the  society\s  library  a  few  other 
Lewis  and  Clark  items,  besides  the  codices  handled  and  labeled 
by  Coues.  These  were  chiefly  sbitistical  tables  regarding  the 
Western  Indians,  a  meteorological  record,  and  a  list  of  the 
(explorers'  specimens  sent  from  Fort  Mandan  to  the  society'**— 
matters  of  consideral)le,  although  notconmiandiug,  importance. 

In  Coues's  report  on  the  codices,  as  published  in  the  Soci- 
ety's Proceedings,'' occurs  this  note:  '^One  of  Clark's  jour- 
nals is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  son,  Mr.  Jefferson  K. 
Clark,  of  St.  Louis.  1  am  not  informed  of  the  date  covered 
b}^  this  volume,  nor  of  the  nature  of  its  contents."  Upon 
assuming  charge  of  the  proposed  publication,  the  writer  at 
once  approached  the  widow  of  Mr.  Clark  -the  latter  hod  died 
in  New  York  soon  after  the  appearance  of  the  Coues  edition— 
and  roquest(»d  an  opportunity  of  examining  this  notebook, 
under  the  sui)positi()n  that  it  was  the  Ordway  journal,  which 
had  been  returned  to  (irent^ml  Clark  as  being  his  private 
propeity,  i)urchascd  by  him.     For  a  long  time  this  request 

*»  Many  of  thosi;  arc  still  pnx.-rvfd  by  tin*  Ara«lemy  of  St.'irn<ii?«  of  Philadelphia. 
''rage  2*2  of  publication  previou.sly  rit«*d. 
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and  many  successive  appeals  through  friends  of  the  family 

were  unanswered.     Later  it  appeared  that  the  present  owners 

of  the  papers  of  William  Clark  were  his  granddaughter,  Mrs. 

Julia  Clark  Voorhis,  and  her  daughter,  Miss  Eleanor  Glasgow 

\\)orhis,  both  of  New  York  Citv.     The  father  of  Mrs.  Voor- 

his  was  the  late  (ireorge  Rogers  Hancock  Clark,  younger  son 

of  William,  and  the  executor  of  the  latter's  estate.     In  this 

manner  the  family  manuscripts  relating  to  the  expedition  had 

descended  to  these  two  ladies. 

In  Octol)er,  1903,  the  writer  was  invited  to  visit  the  Voorhis 

home  and  examine  material  which  had  been  uncovered  during 

the  search  instituted  by  the  ladies  for  the  Ordway  journal. 

The  store  of  manuscripts  which  was  shown  to  him  upon  his 

arrival  was  of  surprising  I'ichness,  consisting  of  the  following 

items: 

CY«r^*  jourmifs. 

Ued  inorocro  notel)ook  No.  1. —  Diary,  April  7-July  3,  1805;  :^,00() 
wDrdy,  with  three  luaps  of  the  Falls  of  the  Missouri. 

Field  hook,  bound  in  a  rude  piece  of  elkskin,  secured  by  a  thong  and 
Lutton,  and  undouhte<lly  carried  in  Clark's  pocket  upon  the  expedition — 
I.)iary,  Scptenilx^r  13-I)ecenil)er  31,  1805;  20,000  words,  with  over  a  dozen 
full -page  sketch  maps  of  the  trail  over  the  mountains,  interwoven  with 
the  badlv-blurrefl  text. 

Re<l  morocco  notebook  No.  2. —  Diary,  January  30-April  8,  1806;  41,000 
wordj^,  with  numerous  |>en  sketches  of  canoes,  birds,  dwellings,  tools,  etc., 
I>y  the  same  hand  (Clark's)  as  those  contained  in  Lewis's  codices  of  similar 
«lates  in  the  Americ-an  Philosophical  Society's  collection. 

Ke<l  morocco  notelx)ok  No.  3.— Diary.  April  4-June  H,  180<);  35,000 
>v<:»nls,  with  S(»me  sketch  maps. 

Fragment  of  j<ninial. —  Detache<l  leaves,  giving  evidently  first  draft  of 
i?ntries,  A\m\  lH-21,  1806;  2,300  words. 

Re<]  morcK.'co  notelxKjk  No.  4. — No  diary,  but  containing  sundry  notes 
and  tables  of  weather,  distances,  astronomical  and  ethnological  data  —  all 
<-overe<l,  liowever,  in  more  finislied  manuscripts  in  the  American  Philo- 
sophical Society's  collection.  There  are  also  in  this  Iwok  four  excellent 
colore<l  maps. 

Miscellnru'tmH  material. 

An  orderly  book  running  from  April  1-October  13,  1804,  and  a  detached 
i'litry  for  January  1,  1806;  detached  orders  promulgated  at  River  Dubois 
(•an)i>  February  20  and  March  4,  1804;  also  several  other  detached  orders 
issue<l  during  the  ex{>edition. 

Ten  letters  (some  of  them  drafts). —  Lewis  offering  (June  li>,  1803) 
Clark  an  equal  partnership  in  command  of  the  ex{)edition;  Clark's  accept- 
ance thereof  (Jidy  17);    Clark's  letter  to  President  Jefferson   (July  24), 
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informing  him  of  acceptance;  Lewis  to  Clark  (August  3),  expressing  his 
gratification  at  the  latter' s  acceptance;  six  othen*,  chiefly  by  Clark,  relating 
to  various  phases  of  the  expedition. 

Numerous  other  letters  ami  memoranda — among  them  an  original  of 
Jefferson's  letter  of  cre<lit;  Clark's  various  military  commissions  befon», 
during,  and  after  the  expeclition;  fragmentary  records  of  courses  and  dic^ 
tancen,  Indian  triln^,  weather  data,  and  the  like;  and  data  concerning  tht* 
Assinniboin  country,  obtained  from  British  traders  at  Fort  Mandan. 

Maps. 

Mo8t  important  of  all  the  documents  are  about  sixty  detailed  maps,  for 
the  most  i^rt  made  by  Clark,  while  on  the  trip.  Collectively,  these  illus- 
trate the  greater  part  of  the  journey  both  going  and  returning,  indicate 
camping  places,  and  contain  many  interesting  comments  on  the  country 
and  the  Indians.  These  charts  vary  in  size  from  8  inches  square  to 
several  feet  long. 

In  addition  to  the  above  materials  bearing  directly  on  the 
expedition,  there  are  in  this  collection  a  considerable  store  of 
manuscripts  concerning  the  career  of  William  Clark  during 
the  period  prior  and  anterior  to  the  expedition,  some  of  them 
being  of  much  importance  in  connection  with  the  early  history 
of  the  territories  of  Louisiana  and  Missouri;  there  are  also 
numerous  manuscripts  bearing  upon  the  life  of  George  •Rogers 
Clark,  William's  elder  brother.  These,  and  several  oil  paint- 
ings of  the  Clarks — chiefly  George  Rogers  and  William — 
together  with  numerous  valuable  relics  of  these  men,  make  of 
the  home  of  Mrs.  Voorhis  a  museum  of  great  interest  to  stu- 
dents of  Western  history. 

Two  interesting  queries  arise  in  this  connection:  (1)  How 
did  General  Clark  obtain  possession  of  this  wealth  of  manu- 
scripts, when  all  the  records  of  the  expedition  were  supposed 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  Biddle  and  Barton,  as  editors,  and  by  the 
latter  were  delivered  on  Clark's  order,  and  at  Jeflferson's  re- 
quest, to  the  Philosophical  Society  ?  (2)  Why  did  not  the  Gen- 
eral surrender  tliem  either  to  the  Philosophical  Society  or  to 
Jefferson,  when  the  latter  was  eagerly  searching  for  all  the 
documents  in  the  case,  claiming  them  as  the  undoubted  prop- 
erty of  the  Government,  and  all  the  while  Clark  was  ostensi- 
bly assisting  him  to  that  end? 

To  the  first  query  the  probable  answer  is  that  Biddle  found 
these  particular  notebooks  of  no  service  to  him,  for  all  of  the 
facts  contained  in  them  are  either  in  Lewis's  journals  of  simi- 
lar dates  or  in  other  drafts  bv  Clark — as  a  rule,  fuller  and  in 
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iettev  form.  He,  therefore  probably  letiuiifd  tlie  Ixioks  to 
CliLi'k  in  the  early  stages  of  the  work,  keeping  only  those  whieh 
l«tcr  were  plaeed  in  the  society's  archives  and  which  sufficiently 
present  the  entire  story  of  the  expedition.  It  is  probable, 
hI^o.  that  tlie  cngra^'er  having  eouiplctwl  the  necessary  maps 
for  the  publii^tion,  all  of  the  charts  made  upon  the  expedi- 
tion were  returned  to  Clark.  As  for  the  elkskin-bound  field 
book,  already  tmnijcribed  into  another  volume,  this  probably 
did  not  go  to  Biddle  at  all.  The  orderly  Itook.  the  various 
fnigment-s,  the  Lewia-Clark  correspondence,  and  the  letter  of 
credit  were  doubtless  also  kept  at  St.  Louis  an  Iwing  deemed 
for  Biddle*s  purjxise  of  a  popular  narrative  unusable  material. 
As  for  the  Ordway  journal,  it  is  on  record  that  this  wan 
returned  to  Clark,  although  thus  far  it  has  not  been  discovered 
among  his  [lapers. 

That  these  doeuments  were  not  surrendered  by  Clai-k  to 
.lefferson  during  the  latter's  search  was  possibly  occasioned  by 
[lie  fact  that  Clark^an  exceptionally  busy  man,  j'et  in  this 
affair  apparently  quite  lacking  in  business  habits — had  either 

I^rgotten  their  existence  or,  like  Biddle,  considered  them  as 
pE  slight  historical  value.  His  seemingly  careless  treatment 
nf  them  would  appear  to  bear  out  the  lit^t  conclusion.  Clark 
nrfao  died  in  1838)  lived  at  a  tine  country  homestead, 
vMinoDia,"  in  the  outskirt^s  of  St.  Louis,  and  kept  all  his 
private  papers  pigeonholed  in  an  old  secretary.  This  piece  of 
furniture  came  into  the  possession  of  his  third  son,  George 
lUigers  Haiicwk  Clark,  who  in  lat^r  years  roughly  arranged 
his   father's  pai^x^rs   into   bundles   and  lalielled   them.     His 

Kighter.  Mrs,  Voorhis,  some  half  dozen  yea,rs  ago,  first 
juiued  these  in  a  general  way,  and  at  once  recognized  their 
ue  as  literary  material;  she  wai^  indeed,  she  states,  engaged 
in  pi-eparing  some  of  the  «locumentH  ftir  publication  when  the 
present  writer  eanie  upon  the  si-ene.  His  search  for  the  Ord- 
way journal  stimulated  Mrs.  and  Miss  Voorhls  into  a  closer 
scrutiny  of  their  family  treasures,  and  in  due  course  negotia- 
tions were  entered  into  with  them,  resulting  in  the  inclusion 
of  all  their  Li^wts  and  Clark  material  in  the  projected  publica- 
n  of  the  original  journals  of  the  expedition, 
t  haa  often  been  asserted  that  Sergeant  Pryor  wrote  a  jour- 
I  of  the  expedition,  and  some  have  as.sunied  that  Biddle 
ed  it  in  pi-pparing  thi'  narrative  of  1K14;  but  evidence  to 
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this  (»ffect  s«»oins  to  he  wanting— in  an}'  event,  no  one  now 
soonis  to  know  the  whercal>outs  of  this  manuscript.  The 
journal  (12,r>(M)  words,  covering  the  dates  March  13-August 
18,  1804)  of  Sergeant  Floyd,  the  only  nian  of  the  party  to 
ni(»et  (l(»ath  during  the  trip/'  wjus,  in  the  spring  of  1805,  sent 
from  Fort  Mandan  to  his  parents  in  Kentucky,  and  eventu- 
ally ])ecam(»  the  proj)erty  of- the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society. 
It  was  puhlislied  in  18J)4  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  American 
Anticjuarian  Society,  with  an  introduction  hy  James  Davie 
Butler.  Soon  after  the  return  of  the  expedition,  Robert 
Fraser,  one  of  the  privates,  solicited  subscriptions  in  Vermont 
for  a  pul)lication  of  his  journal,  to  be  *' contained  in  about 
4(K)  pages  octavo;'"  ])ut  it  did  not  appear,  and  the  present 
writer  has  no  knowledge  of  the  manuscript.  The  existence 
of  a  journal  (♦57,()<X)  words,  covering  the  dates  May  14,  18(>4- 
Novem))er  <>,  1805)  ])y  Private  Joseph  Whitehouse  was  un- 
known luitil  recently.  It  was  pun^hased  in  San  Francisco  by 
Oodd,  Mead  &  Co.,  to  ])e  published  in  connection  with  the 
original  journals  of  I  a^  wis  and  Clark.  After  having  been  edited 
for  the  press  the  manuscript  was  accjuired  from  the  publish- 
ers ])y  Edward  E.  Ayer,  the  well-known  Chicago  collector. 

Thus,  seventy-tivo  years  after  »Jefferson's  quest,  and  within 
a  few  w(M»ks  of  a  huiidn^d  vears  after  the  arrival  of  the  Lewis 
and  Clark  exi)edition  at  their  preliminary  i^mp  on  River 
I)ulM)is,  there  hav(»  at  last  been  located  presumably  all  of  the 
literary  r(»cords  now  extant  of  that  notable  enterprise  in  the 
cause  of  civilization. 

When  published,  as  they  bid  fair  to  be  within  a  twelve- 
month, their  original  journals  will  create  a  new  interest  in  the 
dcHHls  of  Ij<»wis  and  (Mark.  Not  only  are  they  much  more 
extensive  than  the  Biddle  narmtive,  and  the  voluminous  scien- 
tific data-in  })otany,  zoology,  meteoi'ology,  geology,  astron- 
omy, and  ethnology — an  almost  entirely  new  contribution;  but 
V  e  obtain  from  the  men's  note]>ooks,  as  written  from  day  to 
day,  a  far  more  vivid  picture  of  the  explorers  and  their  life 
than  can  b(»  seen  through  the  alembic  of  Biddle's  impersonal 
condensation. 


"  Floyd,  iiKt*<l  ulxnit  "-•0  years  (porwibly  '23),  dic^l  near  the  site  of  the  preeent  Sioux  City, 
Iowa.  May  It,  1X01.  uixl  was  buriiHl  on  tlio  top  of  u  ndghboring  blaff.  nie  lite  is  now 
niarkcMl  by  a  Matoly  sUtuv  inoiiumciu  iltKlicated  (May  80,  1901)  to  his  memory  by  the 
Floyd  Moinorial  A.ss<H'iation.    See  reixirts  of  tht*  iLSftK'iation— Fint,  1897;  ieoond,  1901. 
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The  pages  of  the  journals  are  aglow  with  human  interest. 
The  quiet,  even  temper  of  the  camp;  the  loving  consideration 
that  each  of  the  two  leaders  felt  for  the  other;  the  mag- 
naiihnity  of  Lewis,  officially  the  leader,  in  equally  dividing 
i»very  honor  with  his  friend,  and  making  no  move  without  the 
hitter's  consent;  the  poetic  tempemment  of  Lewis,  who  loved 
flowers  and  animals,  and  in  his  notes  discoursed  like  a  philos- 
opher who  enjoyed  the  exercise  of  writing;  the  rugged  char- 
acter of  (ylark,  who  wrote  in  brief,  pointed  phrase,  and,  less 
educated  of  the  two,  spelled  phoneticall}',  capitalized  chaot- 
ically, and  occasionally  slipped  in  his  granmiar — all  these,  and 
more,  are  evident  on  every  page,  causing  the  reader  deeply 
to  admire  the  men  and  to  follow  them  in  their  often  thrilling 
adventures  with  the  keenest  sympathy  and  anticipation.  We 
shall  hereafter  know  Lewis  and  Clark  as  we  never  knew 
them  before.  The  Biddle  narrative  will  no  doubt  continue  to 
live  as  the  brief  popular  account  of  an  exploration  fraught 
with  great  consequence  to  American  expansion;  but  at  least 
the  student  of  history  will  feel  that  the  original  records,  as 
the*  men  wrote  them  on  the  six>t,  are  by  far  the  more  satisfy- 
ing of  the  two. 

H.  Doc  745,  5*^-2— vol  1 ^9 
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When  Aaron  Burr  was  cast  from  power  in  the  Ektst,  the 
revohitionary  ardor  which  had  inspired  him  to  enter  vigor- 
ously into  the  struggle  for  independence  stirred  him  to 
prosecute  a  scheme  he  with  many  others  had  meditated,  a 
scheme  which  looked  to  the  revolutionizing  of  certain  of  the 
territories  owning  the  allegiance  of  Spain.  Laboring  sys- 
tematically to  this  end,  the  summer  of  1805  found  Burr  trav- 
eling  through  the  West  feeling  the  war  pulse  of  the  country, 
for  at  the  moment  conflict  with  Spain  over  the  Louisiana 
boundaries  seemed  a  matter  only  of  days. 

In  due  course  Burr  reached  New  Orleans,  )>earing  with  him 
letters  from  Gen.  James  Wilkinson  to  Daniel  Clark,  merchant 
and  trader  with  Mexico,  and  revolutionist,  who  had  advo- 
cated, prior  to  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  its  forcible  con- 
quest. At  a  dinner  given  in  the  Vice-President's  honor,  he 
was  no  doubt  introduced  to  that  company,  known  as  the 
Mexican  Association,  whose  undisguised  object  was  the  ^*  col- 
lecting [of  J  information  relative  to  the  population  and  force 
of  the  interior  provinces  of  New  Si)ain,  which,  in  the  event 
of  war,  might  be  aseful  to  the  United  States."  Dr.  John 
Watkins,  mayor  of  New  Orleans,  and  leading  member  of  the 
association,  declared  this  to  be  its  true  purpose;  and  in  all 
that  country  wa«  not  a  stancher  patriot-lawyer  and  man 
of  unusual  oratorical  gifts  and  of  impeccable  character. 
Among  other  memln^rs  of  this  association  were  James  Work- 
man, judge  of  the  county  of  Orleans,  an  eager  revolutionist; 
Edward  Livingston,  the  father  of  Ijouisiana's  laws;  and  a  num- 
ber of  charactei*s  more  or  h»ss  prominent  in  the  social  and 
political  life  of  the  new  territory. 

The  objects  for  which  this  association  was  organized  have 
been  grossly  misconstrued.  Viewed  in  the  light  of  the  almost 
universal  opinion  that  Burr's  conspimcy  was  at  bottom  trea- 
sonable, the  association  has  been  held  to  Ije  of  like  nature;  tliat 
it  succeeded  in  adding  to  Burrs  original  plan  fortheeenque^it 
of  Mexico  the  nmch  more  extensive  one  of  incorporating  with 
New  Spain  the  whole  of  the  Western  country,  whose  capital 
was  to  be  New  Orleans/'  Such  a  view  is  entertained  by  sev- 
eral of  the  most  eminent  of  American  historians,  not  to  speak 
of  innumerable  writers  who  have  followed  their  lead,  appro- 
priating without  question  their  conclusions.     However,  ai*- 

«  Henry  Adaiiis'.t  History  of  the  Tnited  States,  III,  p.  228$, 


THE  AARON  BURR  CONSPIRACY  AND  NEW  ORLEANS. 


By  Walter  Flavius  McCaleb. 


Tt  may  be  said,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  from 
17S3  to  1803  New  Orleans  was  one  of  the  most  conspicuous 
and  coveted  objects  in  the  New  World.  The  reason  is  not 
far  to  seek.  Commanding  the  mouth  of  the  Father  of  Waters, 
so  long  as  it  remained  in  foreign  hands — hands  which  clutched 
at  the  throat  of  conmierce,  already  choked  with  rapacious 
tariffs— there  could  be  no  peace  for  all  that  mighty  region, 
stretching  westward  from  the  Alleghenies.  The  bold,  brave 
frontiersmen — who  tamed  the  wilderness  and  the  fierce  Red 
Men  dwelling  therein,  who  struck  through  the  imknown  miles 
of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Mississippi  intent  upon  winning 
a  home — wen?  not  to  brook  for  long  the  hindrances  and  the 
()l)stacles  with  which  a  decaying  power  sought  to  stay  their 
advance.  Right  or  wrong  in  the  abstract,  the  pioneers  who 
stripped  the  forest  from  the  blue-grass  region  and  made  it  to 
bloom  with  maize  and  tobacco,  who  reared  in  superabundance 
cattle  and  swine  and  horses,  were  not  to  be  denied  a  market 
in  the  Creole  City,  whither  they  floated  on  the  Mississippi, 
hearing  with  them  on  their  flatboats  all  manner  of  products. 
And  so,  soon  after  the  Revolutionary  war  had  passed  into 
history,  the  clamor  arose  for  a  free  river;  and  a  free  river 
the  Westerners  meant  to  have,  even  at  the  price  of  war;  and 
whether  that  war  were  with  Spain  or  France  depended  upon 
the  circumstance  of  ownership.  Jefferson  came  to  realize  this, 
and  Louisiana  was  purchased. 

What  was  the  attitude  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Orleans  on 
the  occjision  of  that  momentous  transfer?  That  is  a  mooted 
question,  and  here  no  formal  attempt  will  be  made  to  answer 
it.  As  to  their  disposition,  three  3^ears  later,  in  connection 
with  the  Aaron  Burr  conspiracy,  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
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''On  yesterday/'  he  wrote  to  Dearborn,  in  a  dispatch  of 
July  5,  '•the  citizens  of  this  place  exhibited  a  degree  of 
patriotism  which  afforded  me  pleasure.  All  the  stores  in  the 
city  were  closed  by  onler  of  the  city  council,  and  the  inhab- 
itants genemlly  sus]:)ended  their  usual  avocations.  High  mass 
was  performed  in  the  forenoon  at  the  churches,  and  a  Te 
Deum  sung.  At  night  a  new  tragedy,  called  'Washington, 
or  the  Liberty  of  the  New  World,'  was  performed  and  much 
applauded  by  the  numerous  audience,  consisting  for  the  most 
part  of  ancient  Ix)uisianians."'* 

The  idea  of  an  audience  of  ancient  Creoles  applauding  a 
drama  entitled  '"The  Liberty  of  the  New^  World"!  This 
harks  back  with  a  distjuieting  ring,  so  far  as  the  old  theory 
is  concerned  touching  their  loyalty,  and  seems  to  prove  that 
the  temper  of  the  original  inhabitants  was  totally  misunder- 
stood by  those  then  in  authority  in  the  United  States.  The 
growling  of  the  smallest  coterie  of  malcontents  in  New 
Orleans,  by  the  time  it  reached  Washington,  had  become  a 
loud-mouthed  roar  of  disaffection,  and  a  disaffection  pausing 
at  nothing  short  of  treason. 

The  summer  of  1806  drifted  to  August,  and  with  it  spread 
alarming  rumors  of  a  Spanish  invasion  from  beyond  the 
Sabine.  The  whole  country  was  aroused,  and  feara  were  cur- 
rent in  the  P^ast  that  the  foreigner  meant  to  strike  at  the 
capit4il  of  Orleans,  where  he  would  find  S3^mpathy  and  mate- 
rial support.  This,  however,  was  far  from  the  real  situation. 
Governor  Claiborne  forthwith  issued  a  proclamation  calling 
on  the  i)eople  to  aid  in  repelling  this  new  aggression  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty.  In  response,  the  frontiersmen  hur- 
ried to  the  front,  eager  for  a  chance  to  settle,  if  ifeed  be  in 
blood,  certain  of  the  long-standing  insults  of  thg  uncompro- 
mising foe.  Claiborne  wrote*.  Captain  Cushing,  then  com- 
mander of  the  advance  force  of  Americans  on  the  Sabine,  that 
he  was  inunensely  pleased  at  the  spontaneous  outpouring  of 
the  people,^  and  to  Dearborn,  Secretary  of  War,  that  the 
ancicMit  Louisianians  w(M'e  foremost  in  appearing. 

Within  a  few  davs  more  than  four  hundred  were  in  arms  in 
the  western  parishes  of  Louisiana,  awaiting  the  tardy  coming 
of   (leneral    Wilkinson.     Indeed,   the  inhabitants  answered 

«riui»M)riK'  to  Dearlxjni,  July  5,  1>S(M»,  Clairborne's  Journal,  p.  201. 
fe€laib<>rnt''.s  Journal,  p.  254. 
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ith  8uch  alacrity  that  in  one  paritib,  when-  the  governor  bad 
asked  for  100  volunteers,  al5  responded.  And  in  the  Creole 
City  itself,  the  Orleans  Gazette  threw  down  the  challenge  to 
Spain  and  spokeasal:ielat«ddisi.'ipleof  tbu  FreuohUevolutiou, 
e  are  happy  lo  leani— 
the  extmoi-dinary  passnge— 
Ihnt  the  (Tovernment  haa  at  leii^h  iBsiied  pmitive  ordere  to  repel  the 
HKErcflriuns  of  our  eiieuiiee  by  force.  We  have  indeed  suSere<l  through 
tlieni  ahnoBt  beyond  human  endumnt'e.  Their  intrigues  to  dielnrb  the 
repose  of  tliie  country,  theirniainUiningpoHseaionot  our  territory  between 
MissisRippi  wid  Perdido  for  upward  of  two  yeaie,  their  mitrageoui 
towanl  our  citizeuH  on  the  banks  of  the  Tomblghee — these  and  a 
insHnd  other  injuries  and  insults  demand  inHtarit  redres.  *  *  *  Un 
e  may  rincerely  rely  that  our  Fresident,  wlio  had  tto  large  a  Hliare  in 
ipliaiiing  the  independence  of  the  United  8t»te«,  wilt  tieiiie  with 
rnewand  exultation  an  honorable  occasion  that  may  offer  for  conferring 
oppressed  Spanish  brethren  of  Mexico  this  inestimable  blessing 
freedom,  whieh  we  oureelves  enjoy.  •  •  •  Caliant  Lonisianiuns, 
he  time  to  distinguish  yourselves!  Should  the  generous  efforts  of 
eminent  lo  establish  a  free,  independent  republic  in  Mexico  be 
ifui,  how  fortunate,  how  enviable  would  be  the  situation  o(  New 
s.  The  deposit  at  once  of  the  i-ountless  treasures  of  the  South,  and  the 
hauBtible  fertility  of  the  Western  States,  we  would  soon  rival  and  out- 
ost  opulent  cities  of  the  world." 

I  It  was  Editor  William  Bradford  who  penned  the  lines,  and 
b  was  the  Gazette  that  fought  valiantly  for  the  rights  of  thu 
ptizeniii  of  the  city,  when  a  little  later  the  arm  of  martial  law 
]f  heavily  upon  it.  NewOrlean.s  should  revere  the  memory 
f  that  brave,  loyal  man,  and  the  title  "Orleans  tJazette"  ought 
9  be  perpetuated  by  aome  periodical  standing  for  the  rights 
vf  men. 

Following  in  fast  course  there  was  the  t<ound  of  marching 

_>]ien  on  the  frontier  atid  the  marshaling  of  militia  in  the  streets 

city.     It  was  warl  war!     But  jnst  at  this  stage  the  evil 

njtis  appeared.     It  seems  an  extraordinary  thing  even  iu 

I  much-iuvolved,  mysterious  world,  that  the  acts  of  one 

J  imder  a  given  set  of  circumstances,  may  cast  a  false 

lit  ovw  a  great  chapter  in  the  history  of  a  nation;  and  yet 

]i  is  true.     The  arrangement  of  the  corrupt  ntntun  quo  on 

e  frontier,  by  the  establishing  of  tlie  Neutral  <;round  Treaty 

1  the  Spaniards  in  violation  of  all  precedent  and  law,  was 
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but  a  phase  in  tlie  conduct  of  Gen.  James  Wilkinson."  Chiefly 
through  his  selfish  schemes  the  sanity  of  President  Jeflferson 
was  routed,  and  he  was  led  to  believe  that  a  diabolical  scheme 
for  the  dismemberment  of  the  Union  was  on  foot,  and  that 
Aaron  Burr  was  its  arch-fomenter.  Jefferson,  in  turn, 
denounced  his  old  political  opponent,  scarcely  stopping  at  the 
word  ''traitor/'  and  the  people  blindl}'  l>elieved  the  Sage  of 
Monticello.  Burr's  nine  flatboats  upon  the  Mississippi  no 
longer  h)ore  the  innocent  banner  of  a  filibustering  enterprise, 
but  the  crimson  standard  of  sedition.  Time  will  not  permit 
any  elabonition  of  this  i>oint,  nor  of  the  temporary  arrange- 
ment of  difficulti(»s  on  the  frontier,  nor  can  attention  be  given 
the  alarming  lettei's  sent  by  (lenenil  Wilkinson  to  the  Presi- 
dent with  the  consequent  measures  ordered  by  the  Chief 
Kxecutive  for  the  protection  of  New  Orleans.  There  can  Ije 
no  doubt  that  Jefferson  and  his  Cabinet  were  at  one  time 
fearful  of  the  consequences  which  might  arise  from  a  con- 
certed attack  upon  the  city;  but,  in  reality,  thei'e  never  was 
th(»  slightest  danger. 

(leneral  Wilkinson  pret^^nded  not  to  be  of  this  opinion,  and 
while  still  delaj'ing  in  the  Sabine  country,  after  the  arrange- 
ment with  the  Si)aniards,  wrote  to  Colonel  Freeman,  who  com- 
manded at  New  Orleans,  that  his  place  should  be  rehabilitated 
by  December  20; ''  and  a  little  later  he  said  to  Colonel  Freeman: 

Tliis  will  ))t?  delivon'<l  tn  you  l)y  ^lajor  Porter,  who  tlescends  with  the 
IkkIv  of  artificers  aiul  lalK)rat()ry  men  to  ai<l  your  operationn.  The  Major 
carri(*8  witli  him  h!]>eoiru!  iniitrnctions,  whicli  you  are  to  respect  and  eup- 
|X)rt  promptly.  We  must  rei)air  the  old  defeDcen  of  the  city;  it  is  our  only 
res(»rt.  iw  we  hhall  not  have  time  to  do  more.  *  *  *  Let  your  measures 
ha  taken  as  if  by  order  of  the  SiHrr(*tary  of  War,  but  profess  utter  ignorance 
of  motives.  Maiiife:<t  no  hurry  or  enjotion,*  for  you  are  surrounded  by 
8CCR»t  aj^entis,  yet  ur<e  every  exertion  in  your  power.  ♦  ♦  *  I  shall  be 
with  yuu  by  the  l^Oth  inntant,  in  the  meantime  l)e  youas  silent  as  the  grave.  <^ 

And  then  toGovernorClaiborne,  who  had  returned  to  the  city 
from  the  frontier,  it  was  a  month  now  and  more  since  Wilkin- 
son professed  to  have  had  his  first  warning  of  the  natui'e  of 
Burr's  enterprise— he  wrote  that  pillage  and  all  the  horrors  of 
medieval  robbcM*  knights  were  following  in  the  wake  of  Burr: 


«Mi'Cale]/s  Thr  Aaron  IJiirr  (•onspinicy,  pp.  i:Wi-171.    Wilkinflon*ii  Memoin,  Vol.11, 
Ap.  XCVII. 
/•Wllkin.v<)irs  Moniolr>4.  11..  Ap.  CI. 
''Wilkins<>ir«j  M»!moirs,  II.,  Ap.  XriX. 
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V  Toil  are  eurrouDilHt  by  tlangera  ot  which  you  dream  nut,  and  the  de- 

1  of  the  American  Uoverninent  is  seriously  menaced.    The  storm 

11  probably  bunt  in  New  Orleans,  where  I  shall  meet  it  and  triumph  or 

•    *     We  shall  have  one  thouBand  Iroopa  in  the  cilj'  in  three 

ks,  aiid  I  kiok  for  more  by  sea.    I  have  little  ranfidencc  in  your  inili- 

1 1  trii^t  WK  may  find  a  few  patriotic  ^piritf  among  th^ro." 

It  was  I'emai'kable  that  lie  had  now  no  contidenue  in  tbe 
ilitia  which  he  had  praised  but  a  few  days  before  for  the 
^itiei^s  with  which  they  hud  turned  uut  a^itist  the  enemies 
e  country.  And  to  the  President  he  wrote  in  even  more 
caggerated  dissimulation: 

'his  is  indeed  a  deep,  dark,  and  widespread  ronspiracy,  enibraeJiiK  the 
Hing  and  tbe  old;  the  nemorrat  and  the  FedGralii^t;  the  patriot  'if  'TO, 
:otic  of  ye£lerday;  the  opulent  and  tbe  neeily;  the  ins  and  the 
onte,  «i)d  I  tear  it  will  reteive  strong  support  in  New  Orleans  from  a  quar- 
ter little  suspected.  "  •  •  To  give  effect  to  my  military  ariBn|j;ementR, 
itisabeolutely  indispeneible  New  Orleans  and  itsenvironttaliould  be  placed 
under  martial  law.  ■"  *  *  To  insure  the  triumph  of  Government  over 
its  enemies,  I  am  oblijfeil  to  resort  to  political  finesse  and  military  strata- 
^ni.  I  must  liold  out  false  colors,  conceal  my  designs,  and  cheat  my 
pdverearies  into  a  state  of  security,  that,  when  1  do  strike,  it  may  t>e  with 
I  force  and  effect;  and  therefore  my  own  bosom,  were  it  possible, 
d  be  the  sole  repoeitory  of  my  determt nations.  But  independent  of 
laderatjons  of  policy,  my  personal  safety  will  require  the  most  profound 
lie,  U>  the  lasl  moment  of  indecision;  for  were  my  intentions  exposed, 
are  more  than  three  desperate  fnthusiasts  in  New  Orleans  who  would 
k  my  life,  and  although  1  may  be  able  to  smile  at  danger  in  open  con- 
will  confess  I  dread  the  stroke  of  the  assassin,  because  il  can  not 
an  honorable  death.  ^ 

Ikinson.  strangely  enough,  mo^nt  to  hint  that  the  Ameri- 
s  were  in  o|)en  arms  against  the  Government.     And  among 
ualies  of  the  affair,  none  is  greater  than  this,  that 
(TilkinBon  and  C'laiborne  came  to  accuse  the  Americans  in 
V  Orleans  and  to  find  their  heartiest  supjiorterH  among  the 
K)les.     Surely  no  element  i.s  weightier  in  showing  the  fal- 
y  of  the  generally  accepted  theory  that  the  citj-  was  leady 
1^  revolt.     To  Daniel  Clark,  then  Delegate  in  Congress,  Wil- 
1  wrote  December  7:  "Your  Creoles  will  turn  uut  with 
■at  vivacity."     And  Claiborne  diitpatched  a  little  later  to 
dison  the  following:  "It  is  a  fact,  sir,  that  tbe  Louisian- 
I  mean  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  country,  are  now 
e  best  supporters  of  the  American  Government," 
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Notwithstanding  all  this,  the  General  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  intent  upon  playing  his  sinister  r6Ie,  FeM)hed 
New  Orleans  November  25,  and  straightway  entered  upon  that 
devious  path,  which  is  without  a  parallel  in  our  history.  In 
order  to  bring  the  President  into  his  plans,  he  had  sent  to 
Washington  under  dates  of  October  20*  and  21*  long  let- 
ters, though  noncommittal,  concerning  the  enterprise,  and 
these  very  letters  called  forth  the  President's  proclamation  of 
November  27,  which  proclamation  completely  undid  the  Burr- 
ites.  The  President  had  spoken  on  the  strength  of  Wilkin- 
son's denunciation,  and  the  people  of  the  country  at  large 
believed.  Not  again  until  November  12,  did  the  General  take 
a  forward  step,  and  this  time  in  a  letter  to  Jefferson,  the  ex- 
pedition, in  his  eyes,  had  become  treasonable.^  So  when  he 
entered  the  Creole  City  it  was  with  his  plans  well  matured. 
The  details  of  the  regime  which  he  forthwith  installed  can 
not  be  here  discussed.^  He  set  himself  deliberately  to  terrify 
the  people.  First  of  them  was  Claiborne,  the  governor,  a 
kindly,  purblind  man,  and  he  fell  speedily  under  the  spell; 
and  together  they  worked,  except  in  such  extreme  matters  as 
suspending  the  habeas  corpus  and  the  declaration  of  martial 
law.  Hut  the  General  plotted  secretly,  permitting  the  circu- 
lation only  of  disquieting  rumor,  knowing  that  this  would 
work  more  subtly  than  if  the  whole  matter  of  the  expected 
attack  bv  Burr  were  at  once  disclosed. 

It  was  December  9  before  he  made  public  any  of  his 
engrossing  infonnation;  and  it  was  to  the  New  Orleans 
Chamber  of  Commerce  that  he  first  told  his  woeful  tale  of 
treason.  He  at  once  laid  before  the  merchants  plans  for  the 
protection  of  the  city.  The  sailors  of  the  merchant  vessels 
were  requested  and  granted  for  service  on  the  men-of-war* 
and  active  steps  were  taken  for  the  public  defense.  Now, 
indeed,  the  mask  being  thrown  aside,  the  people  breathed 
freely;  and  further  progress  in  Wilkinson's  campaign  of 
extravagjiiice  was  hindered  as  much  as  possible  by  those  he 
palavered  about  saving.  He  tried  to  make  the  city  believe  it 
was  to  be  given  over  to  2,000  bandits  with  Burr  at  their  head; 

(I  Wllkinsoirs  Memoirs,  II,  Ap.  XCV. 

^LettcrM  in  Relation  to  the  Burr  Conspiracy,  MSS.    State  Department. 
cWilkinsJon's  MemoirH,  II,  Ap.  C. 
'/McCaleb's  The  Anron  Burr  Conspiracy,  pp.  201-241. 

«*(Maiborne   to   Madison,    I)eceml>er  9,  1805;    ('Uiibome'a  Journal,   p.  806.     Orleans 
(.lazette,  December  9,  12,  and  March  31, 1807.    Gazeta  de  Mexico,  January  17,  VoL  Xiy,  86. 
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tliat  a  negro  uprising  was  to  he  incited,  and  that  the  uity  was 
honeycombed  with  Redition.  To  all  this  the  populace  turned 
a  deaf  ear,  and  when  the  governor  refused  to  lend  his 
authority  in  the  establitihing  of  nmrlial  law.  the  General 
iiHsumod  the  responsibility  himwelf.  December  14  saw  the 
Hr.-it  series  of  military  arrests,  and  the  involved  defiance  of 
tbc  civil  authorities.  Erick  Bollman,  Ogden,  and  Swartwout 
were  seized,  their  papers  confiscated,  and  themselves  confined 
aboard  ship."  Bollman  and  Swartwoiirt  were  speedily  sent 
by  sea  to  Washington,  where  they  were  as  speedily  released, 
lliere  being  uo  evidence  against  them. 

The  contest  waged  in  behalf  of  the  civi]  as  against  the  mil- 
itary authority,  following  Wilkinson's  arrests,  \A  most  notable, 
lint  can  not  in  this  place  lie  more  than  approached.  Ogden 
was  released  on  a  writ  issued  by  Judge  Workman  of  the 
county  court;  but  he  was  no  sooner  free  than  he  was  agnin 
incarcerated,  and,  finally,  to  the  writs  which  reached  the  Gen- 
eral, he  wrote: 

The  wimmander  of  the  Amiy  of  thi'  United  HtattB  lakes  on  himselt  all 
the  rcflponsibility  which  may  result  from  the  airefll  uf  Erick  Itollman,  who 
IK  aiTilaed  of  being  ^ilty  of  the  crime  of  tresHon  a^inxt  the  (invernnient 
anil  the  laws  of  the  Tnit^  Stiit««,  and  1  have  tnlteu  opportune  uie.a«nre8to 
nnrrant  liiK  safe  delivery  intu  the  hands  of  the  Pre^dent.  General  Wil- 
kinimn  adopted  this  preoaiition  only  after  many  conferenif«  with  the 
l?>vemor  and  the  two  judged  of  this  Territory,  desiring  alone  to  secure  tlie 
niitioii  whii'li  in  luenaeed  to  its  foundation  hy  a  hand  of  trail<>r8  associated 
with  Aaron  Burr,  whoae  accomplices  Hlrelj'h  from  New  York  to  this  dty. 

*  •  *  Nobody  holds  in  higher  regard  than  I  the  civil  instilutionH  of 
lii»  country,  and  only  to  miiintaiD  and  perj>etiiute  the  eacred  attributes  of 
thx  Constitution  ogiiinet  the  hands  of  daring  violence  have  1  arrested  Boll- 
mun,  aa  I  shall  arrest,  without  respect  to  class  or  slation,  all  thoee  atcninst 
whom  I  havepoeitiveproof  of  being  accomplices  in  the  inai^hinationB  against 
(be  Stat«. " 

Still  other  arrests  followed,  among  them  that  of  Mr.  Alex- 
•r,  and  to  writs  issued  for  him  and  Ogden  by  Judge  Work- 
,  Wilkinson  replied: 

n^ral  WUkmson  requests  the  honorable  Judge  Workman  may  have 
oodness  to  receive  the  General's  answer  to  the  superior  court  of  the 
ntory ,  in  the  caee  of  the  traitor  Bollman,  as  applicable  to  the  traitont 
"  ,B  subjects  of  this  writ.  "^ 


dOrleanf  Quettc,  Febnwry  77. 1M7. 
"OrleanBUaieUe,  Dt'i-uuilKT  ix,  1(00. 
■"A  Letter-  (pamphlel  by  .'nmos  Wu 


e  MexIi'D.  XIV,  10. 
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That  was  a  legend  tantamount  to  announcing  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  civil  authority,  and  Judge  Workman  thereupon 
grimly  resigned  hi^  office,  but  not  until  be  had  appealed  in 
vain  for  the  third  time  to  Governor  Claiborne  to  come  to  the 
aid  of  the  courts.^  Workman  was  hinoiself  one  of  the  next  to 
be  led  away  by  militjiry  escort;  Kerr  kept  him  company; 
John  Adair,  but  recentl}'  United  States  Senator,  and  Lieuten- 
ant Spence  also  joined  the  procession,  most  of  which  landed 
at  Washington,  and  in  the  end  the  Government  had  to  pay 
certain  sums  for  false  imprisonment. 

Meantime  the  war  vessels  were  armed,  and  under  the  most 
stringent  regulations  intercourse  was  kept  up  with  the  outside 
countr}'.  Daily,  too,  there  were  circulated  rumors  of  the 
approaching  hosts  under  Burr.  But  December  passed  and  no 
Burr;  January  ran  on,  and  finally  came  the  news  tliat  a  fleet 
of  nine  flatboats,  laden  with  agricultural  implements  and 
horses  and  about  three  score  of  young  and  enthusiastic  fol- 
lowers, had  hauled  in  at  Bayou  Pierre  and  quietly  surrendered 
to  the  Mississippi  authorities.  That  was  the  vanishing  of 
Wilkinson's  hope.  Instead  of  violent  men  many  of  them 
proved  to  be  of  the  best  families  of  the  West;  instead  of 
thousands  of  "'  l>andits,"  as  the  General  had  pronounced  them, 
they  were  only  scores  of  honorable  citizens,  who  had  never 
dreamed  of  anything  worse  than  taking  advantage  of  the  war 
feeling  to  march  against  the  decaying  power  which  ruled  so 
large  a  part  of  the  New  World. 

But  even  before  Burr  and  his  company  had  landed  at  Bayou 
Pierre — indeed,  while  he  was  ati  expected  enemy — the  knell  of 
the  military  usurpation  had  l)een  sounded.  January  12,  prior 
to  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  Burr's  surrender,  the  legislature 
of  the  Territory  assembled,  and  to  Claiborne's  message^  con- 
cerning the  conspiracy  and  the  necessity  for  the  suspension 
of  the  habeas  corpus,  made  bold  reply: 

It  is  indeeil  difficult  to  believe  that,  in  the  bosom  of  a  Govemment,  the 
inoi<t  free  that  exists  on  earth,  plots,  the  puccess  of  which  most  be  fatal  to 
lil>erty,  should  have  bt^n  formed.  If,  however,  it  1)8  true  that  the  ambi- 
tious and  depraved  men  who  have  conceive<l  such  criminal,  projects  have 
found  proselytes,  the  legislative  council  are  convinced  that  it  ifl  not  amongst 
the  ancient  inhabitants  of  this  Territory,  and  that,  notwithfltanding  the 

a  "A  letter,  "  p.  14. 

hClaibonie's  Journal,  \k  415;  Cf.  Orleans  Gazette,  JannArjr  16, 18Q7. 
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dissatisfaction  which  they  once  manifested  openly  when  they  thought 
themselves  aggrieved,  there  is  no  perfidy,  no  treason  to  be  apprehended 
from  them  by  the  General  Government.  If  they  do  not  yet  possess  all 
the  privileges  enjoyed  by  the  American  citizen,  they  already  set  so  much 
value  on  the  rights  which  have  been  granted  to  them  that  their  late  priva- 
tion of  those  rights  in  the  present  stormy  circumstances  has  created  among 
them  the  most  serious  alarm. « 

And  then  in  another  paragraph  they  spoke  their  minds: 

With  regard  to  the  extraordinary  measures  which  have  taken  place  for 
some  time  past  in  this  Territory,  although  your  excellency  has  not  thought 
proj)er  to  reveal  to  the  legislature  the  reasons  which  have  led  to  them,  yet 
this  house  considers  it  is  a  sacred  duty  which  they  owe  to  themselves  and 
their  fellow-citizens  fully  to  investigate  those  measures  and  the  motives 
which  have  induced  them,  and  to  represent  the  same  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States.  6 

A  still  more  drastic  arraignment  was  to  follow: 

Though  nothing  can  justify,  yet  circumstances  of  extreme  danger  in  the 
moment  of  invasion,  during  the  suspension  of  civil  authority,  might  excuse 
some  of  these  violent  measures.  But  here  no  foreign  enemy  or  open 
domestic  foe  was  then  or  has  yet  been  proved  to  have  l)een  within  any 
perilous  distance  of  this  city,  or  that  treason  lurked  within  our  walls. 
*  *  *  The  acts  of  high-handed  military  power  to  which  we  have  been 
exposetl  [are],  acts  too  notorious  to  be  denied,  too  illegal  to  be  justified, 
too  wanton  to  be  excused. 

Such  a  denunciation  meant  that  so  far  as  New  Orleans  was 
concerned  the  conspiracy  was  dead.  The  tranquility  of  the 
place  was  scarcely  broken  by  echoes  from  Natchez  and  Wash- 
ington, Miss.,  where  certain  of  the  '' arrests''  were  being 
harassed  b\'  the  United  States  courts,  and  when,  in  the  early 
summer  of  1807,  the  arch  alarmist  of  America  had  taken  him- 
self away  to  attend  the  trial  of  Burr  at  Richmond,  where  he 
was  destined  to  end  the  farce,  the  Creole  City  relapsed  into 
unbroken  quiet.  The  revolution  of  west  Florida  in  1810  woke 
again  something  of  the  warlike  hatred  of  Spain,  but  the  unim- 
peachable loyalty  of  the  Creoles,  if  more  evidence  were  needed, 
was  fixed  the  day  the  British  army  reeled,  crushed  and  broken, 
from. before  Jackson's  lines  on  the  Chalmette.  The  native 
inhabitants  of  Louisiana  had  vindicated  themselves. 


aGayarre,  IV,  177. 

fcOayaire,  IV,  178.    OrlcanH  Gazette,  Extra,  March  20,  1807 
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ORGANIZATIO\    AND   HISTORY. 

The  difficulties  encountered  by  Jared  Sparks.  Buckingham 
Smith,  and  the  American  minister  to  Hpuin  in  the  middle  of 
the  last.  I'entury,  when  they  tried  to  t:arry  on  certain  researches 
in  the  archives"  of  that  oountrj',  have  given  currency  to  the 
notion  that  these  repositories  are  Htill  practically  inaccessible 
tt)  tlie  historifal  worker,  unless  he  is  prepared  to  unravel  count- 
less yards  of  red  tape.  Indeed,  more  or  less  in  the  spirit  of 
tlie  fabled  fox  and  the  grapes,  the  belief  has  existed  that  the 
Spanish  archives  were  of  comparatively  little  ust;  to  the  atu- 

|4ent  of  American  history.  When  any  investigator  has  ven- 
tured to  invoke  diplomatic  aid,  and  has  secured  information 
from  the  official  treasure  houses,  he  records  the  fact  in  a  foot- 
not*  that  reads  vaguely  "Spanish  archives,"  without  further 
jirecision  of  reference.  Both  printed  description  and  per- 
gonal use  have  made  the  contents  of  the  manuscript  stores  in 
London  and  Paris  fairly  well  known  to  the  American  student, 
but,  in  the  absence  of  these  agencies  of  familiarisation,  the 
just  importance  of  the  Spanish  archives  for  the  history  of 
the  United  Stjites  has  never  been  shown. 

Contrary  to  the  received  opinion,  be  it  said  that  Spain  is 
to  the  American  historian  a  conntry  of  attractive  promise  and 

t  rich  reward.*    Nowhere  in  the  world  are  the  good  offices 

aene  the  blbliogniphy  si  the  i;1om>  of  [IiIa  urtleli'.  p,  181. 

'  "KcaUt  It  iaan  honor  forSpulii  tbat  the  funiigneis  wbo  come  losmdr  lu  flnrt  nuvli 

It  iHcUillEs  lo  eihanst  all  our  dooumenUry  gWrehousea,  to  an  extent  thai  perhaps 

I  Europe  oOtra,  cvpn  lo  ili  own  cltlnou."— Vicente  Vlgniu.  In  the 

a  de  Arvblvoi.  BIbllolecM.  y  Miisere,  Tetceru  ipoca,  IV,  p.  182.    Cf.  alto  Dcsde- 

lu  Down  Id  Le  Bibllognphe  Moderne  for  1901,  p.  IR. 
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of  diplomats  le:!!s  needful,  the  opportunities  for  personal 
research  more  varied,  and  the  otHcials  in  charge  so  courteous 
and  helpful  as  in  the  '"land  of  the  Dons."  Unfortunately, 
however,  the  materials  themselves  are  dispersed  among  sev- 
eral reiK)sitories,  and  this  fact,  added  to  a  defective  system  of 
classification,  renders  the  task  of  the  investigator  especially 
difficult.  The  present  paper  is  designed  to  awaken  a  proper 
degree  of  interest  in  the  Spanish  archives  among  American 
students.  Within  its  brief  limits  attention  will  be  directed 
to  the  history  and  organization  of  the  three  great  public 
archives — namely,  those  at  Simancas,  Seville,  and  Madrid — 
which  contain  immense  quantities  of  documents  relative  to 
the  Ignited  States.  Practical  suggestions  and  indications  also 
will  be  offered  as  to  the  character,  location,  and  use  of  the 
materials  of  United  States  history  in  these  centers,  and  in  a 
few  others  of  less  note. 

Of  the  Spanish  archives  as  a  whole  it  may  be  said  that  they 
are  divided  into  thn^e  classes,  according  to  their  character  as 
general,  regional,  or  special.^'  To  the  first  class  belong  the 
repositories  at  Simancas,  Seville,  Madrid,  and  Alcala  de 
Henares,  the  documents  of  which  concern  the  nation  in  gen- 
eral, and  whose  historical  value  is  of  great  importance.  The 
regional  archives  are  those  which  refer  to  a  certain  portion 
of  Spain  or  to  one  of  the  kingdoms  that  formerly  composed 
it.  The  special  repositories  are  such  as  contain  papers  relat- 
ing to  the  offi(!es  of  government  and  to  the  universities.  The 
ecclesiastical  establishments  and  their  documentary  material, 
of  course,  are  not  included  in  the  classification. 

The  archives  of  the  kingdom,  together  with  its  libraries 
and  museums,  are  under  the  direction  of  an' official  body  of 
archivists,  librarians,  and  cumtors*  (Cuerpo  Facultativo  de 
Archiveros,  Bibliotecarios  y  Anticuarios).  This  body  forms  a 
department  of  the  Ministry  of  Public  Instruction  and  Fine 
Arts.  For  their  respective  careers  the  members  (faeultativos) 
are  required  to  pursue  a  special  course  of  university  study,  <^ 
covering  a  period  of  three  years.'' 

'» The  law  now  in  force  which  governs  the  orjfanlzation  and  use  of  the  archives  is  the 
Reglamento  para  el  Regimen  y  Gobierno  de  los  Archivos  del  Estado,  of  November  22. 
1901.    It  appears  In  the  Gaeeta  de  Madrid  of  November  20,  IWl. 

&Cf.  Alcubilla.  Dieeionario  de  la  admini8traci6n  espafiola,  5th  Ed.  1882.  I.  Verb. 
"Arehivos!." 

c  Revixtii  do  Archivos,  Biblloteea.s  y  Mufieo!<.  Tercera  Epoca.  IV,  674. 

('Rafael  Altamira,  the  prufes.'tor  of  jurLyprudence  at  the  University  of  Oviedo,  declares 
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Up  to  1844  tlio  Spnnisb  arcbives  were  a  sort  of  adytum  into 
'bich  no  one  could  penetrate  without  special  permission  from 
Crown.  Since  that  j"ear  the  i-ostnetions  have  steadily 
Hen  away."  until  now  the  admisi^ion  to  them  is  practically  as 
■e  as  that  to  a  larjre  public  library  in  the  United  States, 
le  privilege  of  using  the  archives  calls  for  no  diplomatic 
istance  whatever,  because  tbeyare  open  on  the  same  terms 
foreigners  as  to  natives.  However,  a  letter  of  introduction 
»m  tho  American  minister  to  the  director  ()pfe)  of  each  of 
i-epoaitories  whose  materials  the  student  may  wish  to  con- 
It,  tends  to  facilitate  his  work  quite  as  do  similar  docuuicnbt 
here  in  the  busiue.'is  and  professional  world.  Natui'ally, 
the  investigator  miist  be  able  to  i-ead  Spanish  fluently, 
id  to  speak  and  write  it  with  scarcely  less  ease.  The  official 
uirements,  as  such,  are  few.  Upon  entrance  into  any 
archival  center  for  the  tirst  time,  the  investigator  must  state 
in  writing  his  name,  nationality,  occupation,  and  pui-pose  in 
consulting  the  documents. *  The  only  other  retiuirement  is 
the  exaction  of  a  promise  to  send  at  least  one  copy  of  what- 
'■er  work  he  may  subsequently  publish  as  the  fruit  of  his 
rches  in  the  archives,  and  the  same  rule  applies  to  pho- 
raphs  or  reproductions  of  documents  and  maps.  These 
ntipulations  once  complied  with,  everj-  facility  that  a  fairly 
li)>erat  interpretation  of  the  rules  will  allow,  and  a.  helpful 
courtesy  suggest,  will  he  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  histor- 
,1  worker.  At  the  sauie  time  he  is  free  from  any  censorship 
latever  on  his  notes  and  copies. 

The  rules  common  to  public  archives  everywhere,  regard- 
the  proper  conduct  of  visitors  and   their  treatment  of 
knusvripts,  of  course  prevail  in  Spain,  but  certain  special 
Rpihtions  should  be  cited.     For  example,  in  the  archival 

ihut  tbn  wmleou  are  hvquentl^  lU  prcpnred  at  entrance,  and  hence  Ihal  the  resulla 
trum  tliv  loIlK  axny  ill  lerhnicul  studlee  are  not  aJuniTH  wluit  the  pnitfraniinH  n-oulil 
liiditrnlr.  Tlicboulu  liii  such  study,  also,  iuvM.«rcetin<l  iHpk  |in>ctloiI  liiCotnistloti.  Ho 
believe*,  flinticnncire,  tlial  the  mlniilallon  of  thin  pralcarloatl  body  to  the  biireaUL'nitk 

Miirtohiy  A>t».  PP.S7-M.) 

aTbe  meecBlvie  ela^e* In  Hill  proccm of  libcrallniUtpn  maybe  itaced  In  AleiiblLla,  o|>. 
pit.,  I.  p.  em  cl  imi.:  theOiceta  de  Undrid,  HaKh  W,  IWtl,  and  Hu;  »,  1900;  and  Ihi! 
Reflamunlo  above  nmnlloned.  ct.  also,  tufra.  pp.  15.1,  noli!  o,  JIH,  note  c,  tni  ipoetnieoa 
III  uarly  renvlailoiu. 

KTheslatemoiitffiduly  Died,  Knd  should  the  InvuBllgstur  go  to  wiine  nlher  trpodloty 

lieDiwI  only  num don  the  taut  that  he  hui  alnaidy  given  1  be  above  lufofmiillnn.    It  he 

Ma  lu  rbatlKO  nidlcBlIf  the  rharaeter  o[  bin  work.  In  thai  ruo  a  new  ntnMnwnt  hu 


tlic  e 

^Hneai 
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centers  where  printed  application  blanks  are  furnished  b}'  the 
porter  in  the  general  workroom,  the  visitor  must  fill  out  one 
of  them  daily,  giving  his  name  and  address,  and  specifying  on 
the  slip  the  shelf  numbers  of  the  bundles  (legajos)  of  docu- 
ments he  mav  wish  to  examine.  He  is  not  allowed  to  call  for 
more  than  one  such  bundle  at  a  time,  but  when  this  is  re- 
turned he  may  use  the  same  slip  for  the  new  number.  To 
ascertain  the  shelf  numbers  in  question,  the  student  may 
avail  himself  of  the  printed  catalogues  where  such  exist,  or 
he  may  obtain  permission  from  the  director  to  consult  manu- 
script catalogues  and  inventories,  provided  they  are  in  bound 
form.  Otherwise  he  must  apply  for  information  to  the 
official  in  charge  of  the  workroom.  Counter  drawing  and 
tracery,  as  well  as  the  use  of  chemicals  to  render  a  manuscript 
legible,  are  allowed  only  by  consent  of  the  director.  Docu- 
ments are  returned  to  their  shelves  when  the  archives  close, 
unless  the  worker  declares  his  wish  to  use  them  the  next  day. 
Under  no  circumstances,  also,  is  permission  granted  to  bor- 
row manuscripts,^  as  is  done  in  some  of  the  German  archives. 
Most  of  these  restrictions,  however,  are  allowed  to  be  libei*ally 
construed  at  the  discretion  of  the  director  of  each  repository. 

As  a  whole  the  documents  in  the  archives  are  divided  into 
two  great  classes,^  public  and  reserved,  according  to  their  date 
and  subject-matter.  The  former  class  embi*ace^  all  papers 
dated  not  later  than  1834,  when  the  Government  of  Spain 
l>ecame  a  constitutional  monarchy.  The  latter  includes  the 
documents  generally  of  later  date,  and  those  also  which 
might  prejudice  in  any  way  the  reigning  dynasty,  or  the  rela- 
tions of  Spain  with  foreign  powers;^  but  even  here  the  pro- 
priety of  allowing  a  responsible  person  to  use  them  lies  within 
the  discretion  of  the  director  in  each  case. 

Enough  has  now  been  said  to  show  how  liberal  is  the  treat- 
ment accorded  the  investigator  in  the  Spanish  archives — a  lib- 
erality that  in  practice  occasionally  borders  on  an  imprudent 

oThisis  true  at  any  rate  of  the  doeumcnls  in  SimancaR.  Revista  de  Archivos,  etc., 
Tentera  Epoca,  March,  1903,  p.  246. 

^  Owing  perhaps  to  itM  quasi-administrative  character  as  a  special  repository  of  the 
"state  papers,"  this  line  of  division  is  more  clearly  marked  at  the  Archivo  Historico 
Nacional  in  Madrid  than  elnewhere.    (See  below,  p.  169.  note  <^.) 

<^  The  number  (»f  such  papers  is  not  large,  and  they  relate  almost  entirely  to  questions  of 
boundaries,  lx>th  of  Spain  and  of  the  S[>ani8h- American  States,  as  well  as  to  the  fbrtiflcs- 
tions  of  Gibraltar  and  other  strongholds. 
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Ifsregarti  of  the  necessarypreoautionsagainst  thoft  and  injury 
7  the  papers.     When  one  adds  the  spirit  of  courtesy  and 
teIpfu1neH«!  evinced  hy  the  officials  toward  foreign  visitors  in 
larticular.  and  the  inimeriso  nchen-  of  the  collections  thein- 
3H.  the  opportunities  for  historical  research  seem  boiind- 
.  indeed.     But  at  this  point  candor  born  of  experience 
els  the  statement  that  various  obstacles  lie  iu  the  way  of 
leuecessful  prosecution  of  research,  which  render  it  tedious, 
jHflicult,  and  even  discouraging."    To  begin  with,  the  docu- 
fwoents  relating  to  a  given  subject  are  liable  to  be  dispersed 
among  several  centers  many  miles  apart.     Nor  do  these  reposi- 
tories themselves  always  preserve  reasonably  clear  distinctions 
aiiiongtheirvaried  collections.     Duplication  of  the  same  docu- 
ment in  different  repositories  is  not  rare,  and  even  in  the  same 
archival  center  it  is  a  fairly  common  occurrence  to  find  such 
duplicates  scattered  through  two  or  more  legajos  that  have  no 
^Luparent  conneiTtion  with  one  another.     Even  the  indications 
^Hn  the  legajos  themselves,  on  groups  of  papers  within  them, 
^Kr  on   the   individual   documents,  are  at   times   misleading. 
^^Bence  the  only  safeguard  [gainst  repetition  for  the  investi- 
^Bj^or  who  examines  large  numbers  of  documents,  is  to  pre- 
^^are  daily  for  his  own  use  a  sort  of  check  list,  in  the  form  of 
loose  slips,  that  will  contain  the  dates,  the  names  of  correspond- 
ents, and  other  marks  of  positive  identitioation.     This  list  he 
ehould  have  constantly  at  band  when  examining  new  legajos, 
ttrthermore.  the  inventories,  indexes,  catalogues,  and  other 
H  of  locating  and  determining  the  character  of  documents 
1  the  ft^<^hives,  are  rarely  printed.*    Those  in  manuscript, 
iowever,  are  often  so  crude  and  inaccurate,  or  so  general  in 
^eir  infoi-mation,  as  to  make  the  selection  of  a  particular 
(cument,  or  even  a  series  of   them,  largely  a  matter  of 

'  Personal  research,  therefore,  braced  l>y  an  aiTiple  supply  of 
fBtiencc,  is  almost  indispensable  for  work  in  the   Spanish 

tlic  oDH  that  lulltiw,  In  tbc  «ue*  ill  the  Ihiee 
mm,  Sevlllc,  and  Msdrltl.  Ke  below,  pp.  IM.  IM,  170, 

."  remarks  Seflor  VlROBn,  "  lo  iu«enibl<!  piip«rB  nnd  to  uaptiff 

saryaln  to  publish  mtaloguu*  of  tbvm.nnd  thu«  tomakelhelrrlGbca 

we  nlinll  put  iin  «nd  lo  [he  apwlucli;,  whlth  we  hnTe  rurnlshed  an 

!.  of  baviiiK  fun-lKUca  It'll  a»  about  the  treasures  ve  linkc  In  our  aichlvci,"    El 

^TO  Hlitortoo-yadunal,  p,  tOa.    CI,  also  Allamlra.  op.  ult.,  p.  SO. 
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archives,  and  that  patience  in  quite  often  tried  by  a  drawback, 
in  addition  to  those  already  cited,  namely'  the  interponition  of 
saints'  days  and  royal  birthdays,  when  the  archives  are  closed. 
The  historical  student  who  remains  at  home  and  confides  in 
diplomatic  investigations  on  his  l>ehalf,  or  who  intrusts  the 
task  of  research  to  the  avemge  Spanish  copyist,  will  probabl}' 
fail  to  get  good  results.  Nor,  as  a  rule,  will  the  archivists 
themselves  undertake  either  to  conduct  or  to  supervise  such 
research.  The  most  tliey  will  do  is  to  copy  documents,  pro- 
vided that  the  shelf  mark,  or  other  designation  of  the  legajo, 
the  date  of  the  imper,  its  immber  in  any  series,  the  names  of 
the  correspondents,  or  some  other  means  of  identifying  the 
paper,  or  the*  portions  of  it  to  be  copied,  are  clearly  specified 
in  the  application.  Arrangements  for  copying,  furthermore, 
should  l>e  made  with  the  director  in  person,  or  with  some 
oflicial  whom  he  may  depute  for  the  purpose.  The  usual 
price  for  plain  copies «  ranges  from  1  peseta  and  a  half  (22 
(MMits  at  the  present  mtc»  of  exchange)  to  2  pesetas  (30  cents) 
a  pliego,  or  sheet  of  four  pages  12  by  !♦.  The  cost  depends 
upon  the  age  and  legibility  of  the  manuscript  itself,  the  num- 
l)er  of  documents  to  be  copied,  and  the  time  within  which  the 
work  has  to  be  donci.''  Accurate  copies  in  a  language  other 
than  Spanish,  or  that  involve  peculiarities  in  sj^elling,  diction, 
pronunciation  and  the  like,  are  rather  difiicult  to  obtain,  but 
thev  may  b(^  oertilied  in  this  respect  l)v  the  director  for  about 
three  times  the  ordinary  rate. 

Various  reasons  there  are  to  explain  why  the  present  ar- 
rangements in  the  Spanish  archives  are  unsatisfactory.  Some 
share  of  the  blame  may  fall  upon  the  system  of  classification 
actually  in  vogue,  and  some  perliaps  may  be  attributed  to 
unskillfulness,  indifference,  and  even  to  carelessness  on  the 
part  of  the  archivists  themselves.  All  things  considered, 
however,  their  work  will  easih'  bear  comparison  with  that  of 
similar  officials  in  more  favored  countries.  The  notorious 
neglect  of  past  years  in  the  preservation  of  public  documents, 
their  accumulation  without  a  semblance  of  order  in  cellars 
and   storerooms,  the  political  vicissitudes  of  Spain   in  the 

"Bylaw  the  ()ffi(;ials  of  the  archives  are  prohibited  from  doing  this  work  in  oflSce 
hours,  but  the  regulation  is  not  ntrietly  observeiL 

^At  Simanea-s  the  price  in  never  less  than  2  pesetas  a  pliegc),  and  In  the  Archfvo 
HiMtorico-Nacional  an  extra  charge  is  made  for  the  paper. 


nnetecntli  century,  all  expltiin  why  the  archival  system  is 
defective.  Hut  the  tuiiintenance  of  that  condition,  whatever 
the  cause  or  motive  that  prompts  it,  is  rather  the  fault  of  the 
Spanish  Government,  which  allot-  to  the  most  important 
repositories  less  than  $500"  a  jear  for  the  expense  of  pre- 
serving and  cataloguing  millions  of  documents.  When  to 
the  factor  of  the  small  salaries  paid  to  the  olBuials  is  added 
that  of  a  personnel  inadequate  in  niimlK'rs  to  do  the  work 
connected  more  immediately  with  the  care  of  the  doi'uments 
themselves,  and  to  meet  the  frequent  demands,  both  public 
and  private,  for  searches  and  copies,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
slowness  and  iuacimracy  should  be  the  consequences.  Obvi- 
ously the  consolidation  of  the  more  important  centers  into  a 
great  body  of  national  archives,  like  those  of  France  and 
England,  would  mean  not  only  an  immense  concentration  of 
etTort  and  a  like  saving  in  time,  money,  and  energy,  hut  it 
also  would  enhance  beyond  measure  the  utility  of  the  archives 
to  the  historical  world.  Thus  far  the  Spanish  Uovernment 
either  has  failed  to  perceive  the  advantnges  of  consolidation, 
or  lat^ks  the  inclination  or  resources  to  ac^complish  so  vast  an 
improvement.  Local  and  professional  pride,  as  well,  on  the 
part  of  the  respective  directors  of  the  great  centers,  who 
naturally  are  zealous  in  promoting  the  usefulness  of  their 
own  repositories  in  particular,  is  no  slight  obstacle  to  the 
uniKcntion  of  the  Spanish  archives.^ 

The  comparatively  large  numbt^r  of  repositories  of  public 
documents  in  Spain  is  explained  by  the  history  of  the  country 
itMclf,  whose  national  unity  was  attained  by  the  coalescence 
of  independent  States,  each  of  which  naturally  had  its  own 
archives.'^  From  a  very  early  period  it  was  the  custom  in 
these  States,  as  in  others  of  Europe  at  the  time,  to  place  their 
public  papers  in  CAtbedrals  and  monasteries  for  safe-keeping. 
The  municipalilien,  the  brotherhoods,  the  military  orders,  and 
other  political  and  civic  organizations  also  had  their  archives 
hidden  away  in  secret  strongholds  and  vigilantly  guarded. 
I  checkered  growth  of  modern  Spain   from   an  obscure 
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mountain  princiimlity  in  the  Asturias  to  the  consolidated 
Kingdom  of  Charles  V  and  Philip  II,  displayed  such  a  conflict 
of  passions  and  interests,  such  a  repeated  division  and  sub- 
division of  Staters,  that  a  fixed  central  repository  of  the  royal 
archives  could  not  be  established.  The  churches  and  mon- 
asteries, therefore,  continued  to  receive  most  of  the  stato 
papers  that  were  not  needed  for  the  immediate  purposes  of 
administration.  The  lattt»r  class  of  documents  was  deposited 
in  strong  boxes,  and  either  stored  in  the  various  royal  pal- 
aces or  carried  with  the  monarchs  and  courts  in  their  migm- 
tions  from  place  to  place. 

As  early  as  184t>  the  Kingdom  of  Aragon  had  arrived  at  such 
a  condition  of  stabilitv  under  Peter  IV  that  the  so-called 
''Archives  of  the  Crown  of  Aragon"  were  founded  at  Bar- 
celona.^'  In  the  middle  of  the  following  century  John  II 
and  Henry  IV  attempted  to  do  the  same  for  Castile.  They 
ordiMcd  that  all  documents  of  the  "  Royal  Crown  and  Patri- 
mony "  scattered  among  ecclesiastical  centers,  the  Council 
of  Castile,  notaries,  magnates,  and  officials  of  the  court, 
should  be  placed  in  the  castle  of  La  Mota  in  Medina  del 
Campo,  and  in  the  Alcazar  of  8(>govia.*  Little  seems  to  have 
l)een  done,  however,  and  not  until  the  reign  of  Ferdinand 
and  Isabella  was  the  project  revived.  To  i-ecover  and  main- 
tain the  powers  of  the  (Jrown,  these  monarchs  issued  a  decree, 
February  2r»,  1485,  commanding  the  admiral  of  Castile  to 
begin  the  collection  of  what  were  to  form  the  royal  archives.** 
Subsequent  orders,  in  1489  and  1494,  directed  that  a  room  be 
set  aside  in  one  of  the  ro3^al  offices  for  the  reception  of 
''grants,  ordinances,  and  writings  that  concerned  the  State 
and  the  Crown.-'  But  such  were  the  disorder  and  confusion 
in  the  public  documents  that  many  of  them  were  actually  sold 
for  waste  paper.'' 

Under  the  emperor  Charles  V  the  project  took  on  new 
vigor.  His  efforts,  indeed,  to  bring  together  the  scattered 
materials  aroused  so  mucli  suspicion  as  to  the  use  he  might 
make  of  them,  that  in  1520  the  rebellious  Comuneros  burned 


"They  are   now  in  ii  paUne  neur  the  cathedral,  which  is  built  on  the  site  of  an 
ancient  castle  iH-'Ionging  to  the  <'oiint'<  of  that  city. 
i>  Vignau,  op.  cit.,  p.  20. 

ribid.  p.  21.  - 

ft  Martin  Arrabal,  Archivoj*  e.».i)afioles:  ku  origen  y  su  hi»toria,  pp.  1(V-11. 
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leveral  of  the  temporary  collections.    Aided  by  a  papal  bull,  in 

B5:-{1,  Charles  entered  upon  the  task  of  having  the  papers  that 

i  escaped  destruction  removed  from  their  hiding  places  and 

!  orders  that  they  and  all  others  procurable  should  be 

»rod  in  the  ca-^tle  at  Simancas, 

'  This  powerful  fortress  on  the  frontiers  of  Castile  and  Loon, 
iuilt,  it  is  Ijelieved,  in  the  thirteenth  century,  had  long  i>een 
the  property  of  the  admimi  of  Castile.  In  1480  it  was 
Hold  to  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  who  converted  it  into  a  state 
prison  for  offenders  of  high  rank.  Its  proximity  to  Valla- 
dolid,  then  thu  seat  of  the  royal  court,  the  security  of  its  lofty 
walls,  and  the  comparative  freedom  it  afforded  against  the 
danger  of  lire,  all  commended  the  i^Lstle  to  Charles  V  as  the 
pi-oper  repository  of  the  state  documents.  To  this  end,  in 
I5-KI,  the  Emperor  appointed  an  archivist  to  superintend  the 
collex'tion  of  the  papers.  Certain  portions  of  the  castle  also 
were  Httod  up  to  receive  them.  Three  years  later  the  trans- 
mission of  the  papers  began.  For  the  preservation  of  the 
most  important  ones  Charle.s  ordered  that  a  chest  be  made 
with  two  keys,  one  of  which  should  remain  in  the  possession 
of  the  president  of  the  chancery  in  Valladolid.  while  the  other 
should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  castellan  of  Simanc»s. 
"It  is  my  will,"  he  adds,  "that  without  my  permission  no 
one  eliall  open  this  box,  or  take  from  it  any  grant  or  privilege 
for  anybody."" 

k Charles  V,  however,  did  little  more  than  to  originate  the 
licme  of  establishing  the  archives  at  Simancas;  it  was  his 
n,  later  Philip  II,  who  made  it  really  effective.  At  Philip's 
suggestion  a  royal  edict  was  issued  in  August,  loiS,  deploring 
the  neglect,  confusion,  and  ruinous  condition  of  the  state 
^papers,  and  denouncing  the  conduct  of  persons,  both  public 


ihfRduUeainUi)-, 
s  sppnlnlment  wu 
■t  of  recoveriiiK  the  pHptrs  vta 
irare.  (2)  He  who  liM  charge 
Iron  grating  >ni1  [o  the  door  of 


^•Wben  thcflnldiiwtorof  the  archiTCi  al  Simanciu  ei 

e  found  lliat  Uir  coi^Ie  nimtHlned  onJir  nine  mrh 

■nlwibTlhelolloivliiKlnBlnicUoiigi  (1)  The  work 

i|bc  conUnncd.  imd  Ihpy  ulioutd  nil  be  locked  away  wllh 

m  muM  be  learned,  nnd  muit  pnneiai  u  ivy  in 

ere  Ihef  were  kept.     13)  Tbi 

DUld  have  a  rimllar  key,  and  bolli  oF  th«W]  olGclalB  Biiul  be  present  whenerer  a  docu- 

I*  placed  in  or  Uken  out  oC  Hie  cheMA.    (4)  PHot  to  entering  apon  the  eierrlse 

of  hbi  olBn  Ihe  archiiial  mnst  lake  an  oath  ol  lldelily  befiire  the  pnsldetit  and  council 

U  Valtadolld.  I>luaincbei,Guia  de  la  Villa  y  Arcblvo  de  Siraancat,  pp.  20,  2'J.    With 

ecitnln  DiDdtBratlani.  Ibese  rules  remained  In  torre  at  BIdiudciu  IIU  the  middle  ol  the 

y.  when  the  official  body  of  archlvlala  was  created. 
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and  private,  who  had  not  obeyed  tlie  previous  commands  of 
the  Crown  on  this  subject.  All  councils,  tribunals,  monas- 
teries, nuinicipalities,  and  other  corpomtions,  therefore,  as 
well  as  private  individuals,  were  ordered  to  surrender  and 
deliver  all  papers  of  a  public  character  which  they  might 
have  in  their  possession.  Useful  work,  nevertheless,  in  gath- 
ering and  assorting  the  documents,  and  in  adapting  tlie 
interior  of  the  castle  for  their  proper  collocation,  was  not 
done  until  after  1559,  when  Philip  took  up  his  permanent 
residence  in  Spain.  Thenceforward  the  task  of  the  archivists 
in  all  these  respects  was  under  his  immediate  supervision. 

By  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century  the  acquisition 
of  tc^rritories  in  Europe  and  beyond  the  seas  had  produced 
such  an  expansion  of  public  business,  and  the  multiplication 
of  so  manv  Government  offices,  each  with  its  own  set  of 
archives,  that  the  repository  at  Simancas  could  be  used  no 
longer  as  an  administrative  center.  Accordingly,  in  1508, 
sevcnil  years  after  the  capital  had  been  transferred  from  Val- 
ladolid  to  Madrid,  Philip  ordered  the  various  Government 
offices  to  send  to  Simancas  '^all  papers  which  by  reason  of 
age  were  no  longer  necessary  for  the  knowledge  and  deter- 
mination of  current  affairs.''  From  that  time  the  archives  in 
the  castle  began  to  assume  the  more  distinctive  role  of  a 
storehouse  of  history  in  the  making,  although  its  treasures 
lay  open  to  such  only  as  obtained  the  special  permission  of 
the  Crown. 

Under  the  succeeding  monarchs  of  the  house  of  Hapsburg 
the  careful  management  of  the  public  archives  lapsed,  and  the 
consignment  of  papers  to  Simancas  became  correspondingly 
slow  and  irregular.  With  the  accession  of  the  Bourbons  an 
improvement  in  these  respects  w^as  noticeable,  and  a  more 
or  less  continuous,  though  disordered,  stream  of  documents 
flowed  into  the  castle  until  checked  by  the  invasion  of  the 
French.  In  1809  a  force  of  French  soldiers  occupied  Siman- 
cas, and  the  spoliation  of  its  maiuiscript^^  began."    Kellermann, 

a  Spanish  authorities,  like  Romero  de  Castilla  y  Peroso  (Apuntes  h!st6rico8  sobre  el 
Anihivo  General  de  Simancas,  p.  79)  and  Diaz  SAnchez  (Guin,  etc..  pp.  46-47),  deMtribe 
at  some  length  the  fearful  havoc  and  destruction  wrought  by  the  rude  and  ignorant 
French  soldiers  among  the  papers  In  the  castle.  Bergenroth,  however,  in  the  Calendar 
of  State  Papers:  Spanish,  1485-1509,  pp.  vii-ix,  seems  to  think  that  the  comparative 
amount  of  damage  done  was  slight.  The  reasons  he  adduces  would  lend  weight  to  the 
probability  that  more  papers  were  carted  awny  \\\  an  orderly  fashion  to  Paris  than  were 
used  as  b  ds  for  horses,  thrown  out  of  the  windows  of  the  castle,  or  otherwise  subjected 
to  the  caprice  of  vandalism. 
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tlie  comniauder  at  Valladolid,  had  received  orders  from  Nu- 
poleon  to  send  to  Paris  the  most  important  historical  papers" 
in  Simancas,  which  were  to  form  part  of  the  contribution  of 
Spain  to  the  hujje  imperial  archives  that  the  Emperor  intended 
to  create  in  bis  capital  city.  The  work  of  transmission  begun 
late  in  ISIO,  and  was  continued  under  the  supervi-siou  of  M. 
(iuiter,  an  archivist  specially  deputed  for  the  purpose,  until 
July,  1811,  when  military  exigenfciea  brought  the  spoliation 
to  H  close.  In  all,  more  than  two  hundred  wagon  loads  were 
dispatchwi.  They  contained  some  7,861  bundles  (legajos)  of 
the  most  valuable  documents  in  Simancas,  concerning  chiefly 
the  international  relations  of  Fi-ance  and  Spain  from  the 
fourteenth  century  to  the  eighteenth.  After  the  abdication 
of  Napoleon,  the  Spanish  ambassador  at  Paris  demanded  the 
restoration  of  the  papers;*  but  on  a  variety  of  pretexts  the 
French  Government  declined  to  part  with  283  of  the  bundles, 
and  despite  the  repeated  proteste  of  Spain  has  retained  them 
to  the  present  time. 

As  soon  as  the  French  troops  had  left  the  castle  of  Siman- 
cas and  certain  Imnds  of  peasant  maranders  who  followed  in 
their  wake  had  been  driven  out,  the  task  was  undertaken  of 
reclaiming  the  archives  from  the  tremendous  confusion  into 
"v-hich  they  had  fallen.  In  1jS2(>.  also,  the  flow  of  papers 
thither  from  the  various  Government  offices  was  resumed 
und  continued  until  1851).  when  the  number  of  legajos  stored 
in  the  building  reached  80,000,  the  approximate  numlier  of 
depurate  documents  33,000,000,  and  all  available  space  in  the 
fifty-odd  rooms  had  been  occupied. 

The  tigures  just  quoted  afford  some  idea  of  the  vast  accu- 
mulation of  nmnuscripts  in  Simancas,  and  the  value  of  them 
is  fully  commensurate  with  their  liulk.  In  point  of  time 
they  range  chiefly  from  the  end  of  the  tifteenth  century  to 
the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth.  It  is  a  misfortune,  how- 
ever, that  this  storehouse  of  enormous  historical  wealth  is  so 
inaccessible,  and  the  conditions  of  life  about  it  so  primitive, 
lliat  few  investigators  have  the  hardihood  to  go  there  in  per- 


"arlB,  laoie  than  IwcJvc  Ihgus&Dd  wnguiis 
Rumeni  <li^  Cutllla.  op.  cll„  p.  77. ) 
AdminifltrmclAD  eflpaflolL^  6tb  ed..  Vol-  I.  p. ' 
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tions,  papers  relatiu^  to  the  army  and  navy,  and  a  series  of 
royal  coininissioiis,  patents,  warrants,  diplomas,  and  the  like. 

The  administrative  division  comprises  documents  deaimg 
with  the  ecclesiastical  power  of  the  Crown  (real  patronato)  in 
its  broadest  sense,  and  with  the  several  councils  of  govern- 
ment; while  the  legislative  and  judicial  portions  include  mainly 
the  documents  of  the  great  department  of  state,  known  as  that 
of  ''Grace  and  Justice"  (Gracia  y  Justicia).  Special  admin- 
istrative sections,  the  places  whence  the  papers  came  to  Siman- 
cas,  and  their  subject-matter  are  also  influential  factors  in 
complicating  the  mode  of  classification.''  Not  onl}^  are  gaps 
and  errors  of  frequent  occurrence,  but  the  order  and  de- 
scription of  the  papers  are  so  general  that  little  more  than 
the  title  of  the  section,  the  approximate  dates,  and  possibly 
the  names  of  the  principal  persons  or  agencies  concerned,  can 
be  gathered  from  most  of  the  inventories.  Also  the  labels  or 
inscriptions  and  dates  on  the  legajos  themselves,  and  even  the 
dockets  (extractos)  on  the  individual  papers,  which  are  sup- 
posed to  give  a  clue  to  their  respective  contents,  are  at  times 
untrustworthy,  llarely,  indeed,  are  the  separate  documents 
numbered,  and  often  they  have  no  consecutive  order  within 
the  legajo.  Besides  the  indices  and  inventories,  which  usu- 
ally deal  with  the  legajos  as  a  whole,  there  is  a  constantly 
growing  series  of  paper  slips*  (papeletas),  placed  in  specially 
constructed  table  cases  (casilleros).  They  are  arranged  in  a 
fairly  accurate  fashion,  by  names,  subjects,  and  dates,  more 
or  less  like  a  card  catalogue,  but  usually  the}''  afford  no  more 
definite  information  than  is  contained  in  the  dockets  (extractos) 
on  the  individual  documents  or  groups  of  them  (expedientes) 
within  the  legajo.^  They  may  be  consulted  only  with  the  aid 
of  an  ofiicial. 

On  the  whole,  the  state  papers  are  the  best  preserved  and 
arranged,  and  hence  the  most  accessible  of  the  collection. 
One  must  depend  largely,  it  is  true,  upon  the  general  designa- 
tion of  class,  section,  date,  and  names  of  (correspondents  as  set 

«See  the  gencml  inventory  in  Diaz  S&nchez.  Guia,  etc.,  p.  62,  et  acq. 

oEventually  these  8lii«,  like  the  ones  .simihirly  prepared  in  the  other  archlyal  centers, 
are  to  be  pasted  on  the  leaves  of  blank  books,  the  contents  of  which  in  turn  wiH  be 
printed  so  as  to  insure  convenience  of  reference  and  to  guard  against  misplacement 
or  loss. 

cNone  of  the  papeletas  have  reference  to  the  United  States. 
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K^orth  in  tlio  invcntorips;  but  in  the  more  rt'ci-nt  imlii-cs  of 
this  .sort  thftfe  is  an  ocoivsional  attempt  uiady  to  calendar  tbc 
individual  papers,  or  to  give  some  information  about  groups 
of  theni  wilbin  the  legajo. 

Foreign  inrestigatorh  and  the  SpanL-ih  archlvisUs  and  hiwtt)- 
riariH  tliemselves  Imve  emphasized  ii>p«itedly  the  remott!nes.s 
of  the  archives  at  Siuianeas,  and  the  consequent  diffieulties 
attendant  upon  their  use.  The  inadequate  facilities  for  pre- 
serving the  manuscript  treasures,  their  antitpiated  system  of 
classification,  iitid  the  repellent  conditions  of  u  sojourn  in  the 
village  have  all  been  condemned.  The  critics  have  shown  that 
the  pajiei-s  in  Siniancas  are  uot  essi-ntially  different  fn)m  those 
in  collections  elsewhere,  and.  for  all  the  reaj*ons  given,  have 
urged  persistently  that  the  arclfivos  be  consolidated  with  those 
in  Madrid  or  in  Alcala  de  Henaies  near  the  capital."  But 
neither  the  criEiidsnis  of  foreigner  nor  the  chronic  protests 
and  complaints  of  native  arehivislH  and  historians  have  had 
any  marked  effect  on  the  Spanish  Government,  whoso  policy 
in  the  matter  Ls  a  singular  compound  of  poverty,  parsimony, 

(ertia,  indifference,  and  perliaps  a  bit  of  sentimentality  as 
=11 
Tl 
ivi 


The  second  grejit  repoaitory  in  Spain,  which  contains  mate- 

of  value  for  the  history  of  the  United  States,   is  the 

rhives  of    ihe   Indies*  (Archive   General   de   Indias)   at 

iville.     To  Juan  Unutista  Mutioz,  the  famous  compiler  and 
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rr^ntai  pollre  rorre,  tliclt  Ntiil  Art'  urn  ever  [iniMiit  iliLngifn,    Ct.  Uiv  (grclblv  ofdnioiis 

c»ptio«d  l.y  a  wrllM  in  Hie  Bolctiii  A<!  ArehtTos,  elo..  I.  p.  IM,  bI  «».ti. 
*lfui?h(ilUiuaR(i>unl  Ihat fiilluH^ uC  Uie ditablialiniont uf  Ihe  Arehlcea ur  llielndlcH, 
olaiddcathia,  etii..  1*  ihtriveil  Imm  a  imunwrlpt  mDmorlal  of  0.  eeilro  Turm  I.an- 
ati  ptBWiit  dlriH'tor.  nibmllted  lu  Ihc  n<-iinitinent  ol  Public  lin^triii^llwi  In  Ihe 
binio  de  Funieiilu."  July  II.  IH'j;.  lururnHllnii  bu  also  been  (ta*hureil  from  his 
i|i»nt  n-pnrU  to  thu  ralnimry  r>r  imhlic  iuxlriir^tloii,  awl  frum  the  BUKes  mentioned 
^  b1bll(«TBpby  nt  thi.'c>1»ii.'(iltlivnrlli>k-.  p,  IM  oi  u-|, 

n.  Dw.  7*5.  58-2— v'll  I 11 
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historian,  is  due  the  essential  honor^'  of  having  founded  this 
nol)ie  treasure-house  of  Amerieana/  At  his  own  suggestion 
he  was  commissioned  hv  Charles  III  in  1771)  to  write  the  his- 
tory  of  the  Spanish  Indies,  as  based  on  ''authentic  and  incon- 
testable documents/'  Munoz  found  the  materials  widely  dis- 
persed among  th(»  various  departments  of  the  Council  of  the 
Indies,  the  archives  at  Simancas,  the  India  House  (Casa  de  la 
Contmtucion)  at  Seville,  and  the  Tribunal  of  Commerce  (Con- 
sulado)  at  C^adiz.  So  ill-kept  and  arranged,  also,  were  the 
documents  themselves  that  he  represented  to  Jos^  de  Galvez, 
then  the  principal  minister  of  the  Indies,  the  immense  benefit 
that  would  result  from  the  establishment  of  a  distinct  archival 
center  for  them.  It  would  be  useful,  he  declared,  both  for 
the  public  administration  and*  for  his  own  immediate  object, 
(ialvez  approved  the  idea  forthwith  and  suggested  the 
Casa  Lonja,  the  erstwhile  ''  Merchants'  Exchange  "  at  Seville, 
as  a  fit  repository/  He  also  instructed  Munoz  to  locate  the 
abiding  place  of  documents  that  concerned  the  Indies,  and  to 
examine  carefully  their  proposed  home. 

'«  Ah  cHrly  as  the  reijrii  <»f  Philip  II  onltTs  had  Ih?oii  given  to  the  officials  in  Simancas  to 
iLs«)rt  and  cataloKue  Mich  of  its  (hK-iinu-nts  as  n'late<l  to  the  Indiex  But  many  of  the 
oflicos  eoniiccte<l  with  the  (fO\  eminent  of  America  and  the  Philippines  failed  to  send  to 
SimaucaH  their  proiHT  consignments  of  pajH/rs,  and  nothing  fnrther  appears  to  hare  been 
done  in  the  way  of  forming  a  K'paratc  eolleeti(m  of  Americana  till  1778,  when  Charles 
III  substantially  reiM*ated  the  order.  At  the  same  time,  this  monarch  authorized  an 
oflleial  to  as<'ertain  the  eonditicm  of  the  documentary  materials  preserved  in  Seville  and 
Cadiz.  See  Villa-amil  y  Citstro,  Breve  Kesefta  hist6rico-descriptiva  del  Archive  General 
de  Indias.  These  facts,  however.  <lo  not  diminish  the  credit  to  which  Mufioz  Is  entitled 
as  the  real  founder  of  the  Archives  of  the  Indies.  He  has  left  an  interesting  discriptlon 
of  liis  activities  to  this  end  in  a  memorial  prepare<i  in  1787,  and  now  preserved  in  the 
secretary's  office  of  that  rei)ository.  (.'f.  also  his  Historia  del  Nuevo  Mundo,  Pr61ogo, 
]»p.  l-(>. 

b'The  Archives  of  the  Indies  are  *  ♦  ♦  the  sole  monument  left  to  iu  of  our  past 
cohmial  grandeur,  which  there  finds  its  best  title  to  a  i»ropcr  vindication,  and  there 
awaits  in  calmness  the  decision  of  justice  and  (»f  lime."  Bolctin  de  la  Real  Academia  de 
la  Historia,  June,  iwr2,  p. .%].  Tlie  special  function,  moreover,  of  the  Archives  of  the 
Indies  as  a  lM)nd  of  interest  between  Sjmin  and  America  is  well  emphasized  by  a  writer 
in  the  Madri<l  newspajier.  El  Impannal,  January  12,  1901. 

<-lul5()3  the  India  House  (CiLsa  de  la  Ccmtmtaeion)  was  established  at  Seville,  and 
made  the  sole  agency  of  commcrct;  In-twecn  Spain  and  tlie  Indiiw.  The  monopoly  thus 
enjoyed  by  tlie  city  attracted  crowds  of  iiierchants  and  traders,  both  native  and  foreign, 
so  much  .*^o  that  in  1543  Charles  V  auiliorized  the  cori»oration  of  merchants  to  create  a 
•*C<msulado  de  Indias,"  or  tribunal  f)f  commerce  for  the  Indies,  which  was  to  serve  as 
the  judicial  de]>arlinent  of  the  India  House.  At  Mrs!  th(^  merchants  had  held  their  daily 
"meetings  on  'change,"  in  the  otlices  of  the  "Casa  de  la  Contratacion"  then  located  in 
the  old  alcazar,  or  fortre.vs  of  the  Moors.  Liiter,  as  their  numbers  increased,  and  particu- 
larly since  the  establishnieul  of  the  "Consuladt*"  liad  narrowed  their  quartera  in  the 
alcazar,  the  custom  arose  for  them  to  assemble  on  the  wide  stone  platform  around  the 
cathedral.  In  case  of  rain  the  merchants  thought  little  of  carrying  on  their  noisy  trans- 
actions within  the  sacred  edifice  itself.  Scandalized  by  their  c<mduct,  the  archb^hop  of 
Seville  bes4»ught  Philip  II  to  stop  such  an  unseemly  profanation  of  the  "sacred  temple 
and  divine  faith.*'  and  at  the  same  lime  to  check  the  "irreverence  to  our  Lord  thereby 
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Although  Charles  IH  hud  iilready  given  orcierw  to  have  the 
papers  in  Sinmnca^  relative  tn  the  Indies  put  into  proper  con- 
Tlition.  when  Mufioz  iirrivi'd  at  the  castle  in  April.  ITSl,  they 
were  in  siicb  hopeless  cunfiisiun  that  he  deeided  nothing  could 
be  done  with  them  as  a.  whol(?  until  they  had  l)een  separated 
properly  from  the  mass  of  other  material  and  disimtched  to 
the  new  archives  in  Seville.     The  King  thereupon  approved 
the  general  plan,  and  directed  the  officials  in  Himancas  to  get 
the  papers  n-ady  for  transmisision.     Later,  in  1784,  ho  ap- 
pointed Miiiioz  the  head  of  a  commi»^iion  to  superintend  a 
similar  work  in  Cadiz,  Seville,  the  offices  of  the  council  of  the 
Indies,  and  elsewhere.     At  the  same  time  the  commission  was 
<irdered  to  supervise  the  adaptation  of  the  Casa  Lonja  to  its 
— „«.  iij,^^,     j^Qi  iiDtil  1785  was  the  tirst  consignment  of  papers 
H^bistalled  in  the  building.     So  incomplete  were  all  the  sulisc- 
^Bguent  transmissions  that  tens  of  thousands  of  documents  relat- 
HpBg  to  the  Indies  are  still  to  l>e  found  in  other  localiticK"    In 
Bapite  of  the  name,  therefore,  the  Archives  of  tlie  Itidies  have 
r^aever  attained  anything  like  completion,  and  thus  represent 
^n  ideal  rather  than  a  fart.'' 

•?■  jBiiing."  In  agrertai'iit  Willi  Ihi^  prior  (ma  pousuIb  ol  the  Tilbimal  o(  Commerce  repre- 
^cmtlni!  ihe  inerthBTiti.  in  1572  Iht  KlngonJered  a  "  Casa  Lonju"  or  "Eichango"'  In  be 
I'liilt.  nl  whluh  the  Ciown  was  la  lumlnh  Ihe  nUe,  and  Ibe  mercbiinti!  IheniiielVFB  irvre  to 
r>n>vido(or  iMuonstrucUun.  TlietiimdliiK.  niuileledinoreor  Livsud  the  dralgoaiir  Jiian 
•1«  ilenvra,  a  tammu  anrhitect,  maa  tw^un  TvD  j'ean  later,  and  completed  in  IfiBS.  The 
India  HiHUe  wai  tnumferred  to  Cadlx  In  1717,  and  vrlth  II  departed  the  exuliwive  piivl- 
itgc  ol  commerce  which  Sovlllp  hud  enjoyed  with  theltidien.  Aocordlugly,  nl  the  llmo 
<:alr«E  put  forward  Ihe  sii5ge«l<m  the  Cnsa  Loiija  had  loi«  been  a  piaclicHlly  nbaii- 
<li)ii«I  biillilliie.  This  clrcuautance.  and  the  nennoivnl'il  one  that  Tor  many  jtais 
f'l'iille  had  lieeii  the aole einporlum  u(  the  Inide  with  the  Iiitilea,  ptobaliljr  mixiunl  Jor 
(he  Idea.  In  1778,  moreover,  commerce  with  the  Indies  wa;  deekued  free  lo  all  of  (he 
rhicl  iSpaniah  porta,  and  six  jemt  later  the  eiinmlado.  nnw  reduced  ptacticallj'  lii  (he 
pn^Kini'mt  of  a  marlilme  eonrt,  waa  brooKht  (met  (o  Seville.  To  it  the  K">m>d  floor  of 
Uw  C"*  LoDja  na<i  andgned.  while  tho  Ht^ond  story  of  (he  building  triia  reserved  for  the 
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indhf.  (n«h«.  there  Is  11..1  a  -I.i^I.'  .I...,,,,,., ,  „iM.  tu,-  -l>.,i,Lti.r 

iboe  one  mml  wareh  In  the  Biblioieea  CoUimbtna  at  Seville,  ui 

d  ill  Hie  re|iiwltorli.-ii 

tT]u>ini(icf»lTe<IIrecloraof  IhuArchlren  Imvo  t«n«anllr dwel 

up.in  (hiK  ilieme  in 

lbi>ir  feportt,  and  have  urged  Ihewindnmaiid  propriety  of  senillnK 

.  Seville  all  tlicdir- 

nl.l  „mrM-.  etvll,  niiUinry.  and  welealartleal,  with  tlivOniii.il .. 

<'r,.,liml.i]<>mclnl:<u'l!hther.jan.']1nt^(ale,'<>  turn."  till')' in ti 

"ir.'r1 n'tfifuce. 
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The  real  object  of  Charles  III  in  establishing  the  new  repos- 
itory was  governmental  in  its  nature,  and  his  synipathj'  with 
the  historical  considerations  occupied  a  wholly  subordinate 
place.  This  appears  in  the  instructions  issued  in  October, 
1781*,^  regarding  the  duties  of  the  archivists.  Therein  it  is 
stated  that  the  King  had  in  mind  ''the  preservation  and  gocd 
arrangement  of  the  papers,  in  order  to  assure  the  rights  of 
the  royal  jmtrimony,  to  enlighten  the  Government  and  its  tri- 
Imnals/'  to  protect  his  subjects  in  their  privileges,  to  elucidate 
history,  and  to  minister  to  various  other  branches  of  knowl- 
edge useful  to  human  culture  in  general.""  Hence,  it  is  easy 
to  understand  why  the  archives  of  tlie  Indies  remained  so  long 
an  administrative  center  rather  than  a  repository  of  historical 
documents,  and  why,  unlike  the  other  archives  of  Spain, 
they  did  not  become  wholly  public  until  1894,*^  when  the}' 
were  incorporated  into  the  archival  system  of  the  Kingdom. 

As  has  been  said,  the  Archives  of  the  Indies  are  located  in 
the  Casa  Ix)nja.  This  is  a  large,  handsome  building,  although 
somewhat  dwarfed  by  its  proximity  to  the  massive  cathedral. 
A  tine  patio  or  court,  paved  wnth  marble  slabs  and  open  to 
the  sky,  occupies  the  center  of  the  building,  and  around  the 

a  I>rinted  an  the  OrdcnanzHs  para  el  Anrhivo  General  de  Indias,  Madrid,  1790. 

b  Just  an  the  Council  of  Castile  virtually  g()verne<l  Spain,  w  did  the  Council  of  the  In- 
dies the  colonies  In  America  and  the  Philippines.  The  latter  council  exerciwd  at  once 
adminlRtrative,  legislative,  and  judicial  powers  over  both  state  and  church.  In  a  coun- 
try like  Spain,  so  closely  attached  to  tradition,  jurisprudence  had  great  strength,  and 
the  tribunals,  proof  against  Innovation,  gave  sentence  according  to  precedent.  The  dcjc- 
uments  In  the  Archives  of  the  Indii*s,  therefore,  constituted  a  sort  of  arsenal  in  which  the 
Crown  could  And  the  proper  weapons  to  defend  its  rights,  and  all  the  information  needed 
to  administer  its  domains  acconling  to  law  and  custom.  The  gathering  of  the  papers  in 
one  convenient  center,  of  course,  should  have  been  done  long  before,  and  in  1785  could 
have  little  more  than  a  retn:>spective  value.  However,  since  through  the  council  of  the 
Indies  the  Crown  still  kei>t  account  of  the  intercourse  with  the  colonics,  and  took  posses- 
sion of  all  Intestate  estatt*s,  for  example,  any  questions  of  public  and  private  law  could 
still  be  resolved  by  aid  of  the  ilocumonts  In  the  archives,  ('f.  Desdevises  du  Dezert  in  the 
Nouvelles  Archives  dea  Missions,  etc.,  VI,  p.  (514.  Kven  to-day  the  archives  of  the  Indies 
are  often  of  great  practical  value  for  the  determination  of  boundary  disputes  and  other 
concerns  of  the  st*ites  that  were  formerly  Spanish  colonies. 

<•  The  opiK)rtuni ties  allowed  by  the  Ordenanzas  for  historical  research  were  far  from 
libi'ral.  It  was  pn)vlded  (pp.  43-44)  that  "if  any  intereste<l  imrtles,  whether  corpora- 
tions or  private  persons,  needing  any  diKMiments  to  fix  their  rights,  ennoble  their  families, 
or  for  any  other  honest  puri>ose,  should  make  written  application  to  the  archivi^t  setting 
forih  their  motives,  search  would  be  made  and  notification  given  as  to  the  existence  of 
the  i»apers  In  question.  Then  they  might  seek  through  the  MlnLstry  of  Grace  and  Justice 
oftheIn<lies  *  *  *  royal  permission  to  obtain  the  copies  or  vouchers  desired.  •  •  • 
Otherwise,  no  (me  Is  to  be  given  any  copy,  voucher,  or  paper  whatjjoever,  nor  is  even  the 
existence  thereof  to  be  Intlmatetl.  No  person,  furthermore,  is  to.  be  allowed  to  handle 
the  inventories  and  indices  or  be  present  at  their  examinaticm,  and  much  less  so  at  the 
search  for,  and  extraction  of,  docimients  of  any  sort."    Although  these  regulattons  con- 
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lurt  runs  u  scries  of  arcades  supported  by  Dorir  columns, 
'he  ground  Hour  is  oi-cupied  liy  the  chiuuher  of  commerce  of 
itle  and  by  the  board  of  public  works  connected  with  the 
igation  of  the  river  Gua<!alquivir,  The  second  floor,  which 
is  given  over  to  the  archives,  contains  a  geneml  work  room, 
the  director's  office,  and  two  sets  of  lonn  galleries  separated 
by  archways,  and  facing,  the  one  the  street,  the  other  the 
court.  On  the  side-s  of  the  galleries,  in  part  at  least,  are  tall, 
tique  wooden  cases  (estantes)  divided  into  compartments 
fcajones),  which  in  turn  arc  tilled  with  the  bundles  of  papers 
(legajos).  Of  the  last  named  there  arc  now  about  40,000  in 
th^  archives.  They  represent  perhaps  two  or  three  hundred 
limes  as  many  individual  documents,  ranging  in  date  from 
the  discovery  of  America  to  approximately  1840,  although 
the  papers  dated  since  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury are  relatively  few.  In  the  work  room,  into  which  the 
Tisitor  is  ushered  upon  entering,  there  is  a  convenient  col- 
lection of  works  relating  to  the  Spanish  Indies.  The  archives 
tre  open  during  most  of  the  year  from  11  a.  m.  to  4  p.  m. 
(except  Saturdays,  when  they  close  at  3).  aud  in  the  siunmer 
^months  usually  from  8  a.  m.  to  I'i  m. 

The  space  in  the  building  allotted  to  the  archives,  and  the 

[uipment  for  the  collocation  of  the  (tapers  as  well  as  for 

'eguards  against  fire,  are  entirely  inadequate."    Thousands 

legajos,  in  fact,  lie  stacked  np  along  tlie  marble  flooi-a  of 

the  galleries  for  the  mere  want  of  eases  and  uhelvings,  while 

in  a  damp  cellar-like  room  on  the  groutid  floor  is  a  huge 

Uliui!!]  iiomlnoIlT  ia  eHecl  U>  ISSi,  alter  the  other  Hrt-hlva]  centeni  bail  bevome  putilie  It 
u  pncllcall)'  not  lUfflrull  In  obUiln  onclsl  permlsiloii  from  the  "  Mltiinlerio  de  Cltrs- 
'  iMlDlMry  of  the  Colonies)  tome  the  mchfTesln  person,  •nd  the  viiricma  rales  were 
or  led  liberally  coniitcued, 

la  lack  of  qwee  and  Impraremoiiu  wW  be  all  tbu  inoru  perceptible,  at  coune,  u 

pen  relative  to  Anerlca  anil  Ibe  Phllipplnsc.  which  are  Dov  In  other  eenten, 

IB  drlftlDg  Iniu  the  AtchlTts  of  tbe  Indies,    Suci:ealve  illreclor*,  aideil  by  the  crili- 

n  of  foreiEU  vlidtors  and  by  publlc-aplrlted  Spaniards  (like  Ihe  writer  In  El  Impartial 

DI),  have  pleaded  with  Ihe  Spanish  OovenimcDt  to  oust  Ihcpnscul 

lower  flour  und  (u  gmnt  the  needful  appropHsUoiu  for  impioTe- 

Tlivy  have  pointed  out  ahu  Ihat.  if  to  the  space  thus  acquired  the  central  court 

■c  provided  with  BglM  roof,  the  buildini;  would  nut  only  contain  all  the  Americana 

Biit  In  Spain  but  would  be  one  of  Ihe  ttnerl  repoaiiories  of  the  kind  Id  the  world. 

Js  lar  Uk  pu^vH  reslHtaneeor  the  necupauls  in  question  has  been  cOecllve  enouch  to 

iNlcver  (eeblc  movemcDts  tbc  Spanlnh  unlbarlltcs  have  mode  In  tbiK  direnlon. 

le  lack  1)1  money  hiw  been  a  potent  (orce  in  preventing  tbc  execution  ot  Ihe 

'    tvproTcnienla  needed  in  other  tcspecla. 
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lieap  <>r    -4>iue   'J.oO*)  such    l>undlos   neglected  and   in   uttei* 
<oiiiu»iou. ' 

In  vreiieml  the  arrangement  of  the  papers  is  still  that  pre- 
^:ribed  by  the  Ordenanzas  of  17iH),  and  is  so  complicated  that 
it  calls  for  some  explanation  at  length/'    At  the  outset  it 
rnu;?c  l>e  admitted  that  the  classification  is  probably  as  exact 
as  the  involved  character  of  Spanish  colonial  administi-atioii 
uud  the  actual  resources  at  the  disposal  of  the  archivists  will 
allow.     Heni^e  it  is  ea^sy  to  understand  why  given  subjects 
luu^^t  Jh3  searched  for  under  several  headings/    Taken  as  a 
whole  two  main  divisions  of  the  documents  appear,  that  is 
to  say,  as  they  proceed  from   the  India  House  (Casa  de  la 
Coutratacion)  or  from   the   Council   of  the   Indies   and   its 
multifarious   offices.      The   character   and    interest   of    the 
piipei's  is  both  historical  and  administrative.     As  manj'  sep- 
amte  i.*ollections,  moreover,  have  been  formed  as  there  were 
offices  and  localities  that  remitted  the  documents  to  Seville.'' 
The  papers  of  each  collection  are  divided,  so  far  as  the  nature 
of  the  subject  will  permit,  into  topographical  groups,  such  as 
viceroy alties,  administrative  courts  (audiencias)  and  captain- 

'« ThtiM?  wetv  eimsignments  from  Habana  in  1887  and  1888.  and  relate  almost  exclusively 
iw  Louiioana  and  Florida.  They  came  infested  with  the  poliUa  or  paper  moth,  and  ac- 
t-urUiuKiy  had  to  be  disinfected  with  gasoline  on  account  of  the  menace  they  offered  to 
ttw  other  doi'uments  in  the  archives.  In  their  present  condition  they  are  not  only  inac- 
cv«eable  to  the  student,  but  are  slowly  dropping  to  pieces,  the  prey  of  moths,  dust,  and 
Luiidew. 

6  On  this  matter  information,  fairly  accurate  and  somewhat  more  detailed  than  the 
Iiiuit»  and  object  of  this  article  will  permit,  may  be  found  in  the  report  of  Desdevises  du 
l>v^i'rt.  Nouvelles  Archives  des  Missions,  etc..  VI.  615.  et  seq.,  and  also  in  Villa-amil, 
Hivvv'  Kese(\a.  etc. 

<••  Kor  example,  the  documents  relating  to  Louisiana,  Florida,  TexAs,  and  other  Territo- 
riv#  now  within  the  continental  domain  of  the  United  States,  are  grouped  under  the 
VudienciaM  of  Santo  Domingo  and  CJuadalajam.  the  viceroyalty  of  Mexico,  the  captaincy- 
H^icml  of  Cuba,  etc.    See  below,  p.  177  et  set^. 

'Mhe  colltH'tions  <'oraprise  the  i^ajK'rs  fn>m  {D  the  accountants*  and  auditors*  depart- 
luvat  of  the  Council  of  the  Indies:  cI)  the  India  House:  (3)  Simancas,  embracing  an 
ImmeiiNv  variety  of  subjects  under  the  judicial  and  administrative  cognirance  of  the 
VVuuci)  of  the  Indies:  (4)  the  notarial  and  cleri^^l  department  of  the  same  body,  in 
\ihich  the  matters  treated  are  chiefly  judicial:  ^5^  the  maritime  i*ourt  and  officers  of  the 
vHUuplriUler  of  the  trea.sury  at  Cadiz;  ^«i^  the  ministry  of  the  colonies  (Ministerio  de 
t'Urauiur).  the  successor  of  the  Council  i»i  the  Indite  and  ^7)  the  Island  of  Cuba  (cf. 
4lK»\  o,  \K$\,  note  1 ) .  To  this  arraii,«omcnt  therv^  ar\'  two  or  thrw  exceptions,  based  essen- 
imll.v  on  Nubjwt-matter.  The  tirsi  is  that  of  a  sp^x'ial  tn^Uei'tion  of  papers  known  as  the 
"  I'alixtuato"  and  owes  the  name  to  its  KH*aiion  in  a  n>>m  formerly  so  called,  which  now 
i*v«rvi»M  a«  the  office  of  the  director.  It  was  fomuM  early  in  the  nineteenth  century  by  one 
(»l  (ho  an'hivlsts  out  of  the  con>igiuuom  of  ivijvrs  ft\»m  Simanca^^i  Its  subject-matter  is 
Ihe  blNlory  of  America  and  the  Thitippint^  Iviw^vu  1 180  and  ITVO.  The  other  exceptions 
•iiv  thoKc  of  the  documents  jH'rtaitmvi:  ti»  the  i«»>stHl  >ysik-m  ^ papeles de correos)  and  some 
AM  legajiw  of  miscellany  calKxi  "staio  iv»|ko  "  >  p^p^'le*  de  estado). 
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Icies-general.     The  documents  also,  lliat  for  any  reason  do  not 
I  fall  readily  into  one  of  tlietie  groujis,  are  niat'spd  together 
I'mider  the  titip  "  miwellaneouy  "  {Yiuliferente  Genenil).     The 
L  topogi-aphical  groups  in  turn  lire  divided  into  two  branches, 
r  secular  and  ecelesiastical."     In  the  former  branch  the  papers 
I  are  cla^fiilied  under  the  tseetionfi  of  administration,  war,  treas- 
Jury,  anil  the  like;  while  in  the  ewlesiastieal  portion  also  an 
I  attempt  is  fuade  to  arrange  the  documeutt^  ac-eording  to  subject- 
L  matter.     The  order  of  the  individual  legajos,  and  even  of  the 
I  documents  they  contain,  so  far  aa  practicable,  is  chronological. 
For  the  consultation  of  the  papers  in  the  archives  there  is 
i  series  of  e!»l>orate,  and  more  or  less  complete,  manuscript 
^  inventories  and  indices  of  the  separate  collections.     Under  or- 
dinary circumstances  responsible  persons  are  allowed  to  use 
them  freely.     They  are  generally  arranged  in  a  tojKigraphical. 
chronological,  and  alphabetical  fashion.     In  the  case  of  the 
strictly  historical  (japers,  with  certain  exceptions  among  those 
»  dated  prior  to  1600,  the  inventories  and  indices  do  not  pre- 
r  tend  to  be  in  any  sense  a  calendar  of  the  individual  documents, 
E  or  even  of  the  individual  legajos.     Usually  the  reference  is  to 
It  legajo  or  to  several  of  them,  the  papers  of  which  may  deal 
I  with  a  given  subject     However,  a  aeries  of  paper  slips  (pape- 
lletas)  now  under  way  aims  at  giving  .some  idea  of  the  sub- 
I  ject- matter  of  each  document  in  the  miscellaneous  "'state 
I  papers,"  and   the  series  is  twing  extended  so  as  to  include 
[eventually  the  other  collections.'' 

As  in  Simancas  so  in  the  Archives  of  the  Indies  no  limita- 
[  tjon  is  placed  upon  the  number  of  legajos  an  investigator  may 
[•  have  at  a  time,  provided  the  same  he  within  reason.     Thej'  are 

■Tbe  stfcitlmr  lUviaJun  contaiDH  Mip  acts  of  Bdministratlve  auUiDrlly,  the  ordfimncn 
^■caiDd  tondosl  of  vEceroys.  capUiliu-getienil,  and  Kovvruois.  offlrial  rvporta  aad  car- 
e.  Toynl  iui)ni1iitn>  und  wuranit,  and  llie  proceedliiKs  ol  muDlcIpal  councils 
The  ccclealasUcHt  illvlaion  tncludet  Ibc  acta  nl  diocesan  aiilliorlly.  mid  the 
odetiM  of  bbhotB  anit  chaplen  (eablldOB)  vlth  Uie  Council  of  Oicludicsand 
to  elvll  oOcials  nl  the  mlaalea. 

e  papea  In  Ibo  "Palmnalo"  have  Ihcli  own  sepnnile   manuscrlpC  iiiliilognes 

nkodoDtln  mreful  det^l.    CI.  abuve.  |),  IM.  nole'i.   Tin.'  Icgajux  tuiauulUiB  Iruu  I  ho 

le  colonics  conlalapiiiK'noIqallu  rcccnl  daLc,  and  arc  divided  tnU>  the  tour 

nipaotCaba,  Porlo  Rico,  UicPtalUpplnes.  and  America  In  general.   WItliln  these  gniuim 

Ct  rlantSvation  of  ihe  documciiUlii  bclug  made  In  accfirdHiii;!;  wllta  clminolcgyandsuli- 

FjNI-m«Rer.   Thel.fiOOleKaJmfromCiiba.rclmlngchleflyui  touUluimand  Florida,  have 

'  btm  already  meDtlnned.   Siipm,  p.  IH,  noU'i.    There  Inn  niiiKh  Inventory  of  them  pre- 

pwed  by  the  olBcials  who  snperLnleuded  their  ihlpmenl  tr.)to  Huluiuii.    From  the  hi* 

tufcal  ilandpolnt.  howcrer.  IJii'  niicst  collection  in  ttic  Hrclilvcti  ir  described  in  the 

'le  paper*  n[  Ihe  Council  nl  Ihe  Indies,  anil  the  Tarloiubodlea  of 
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supplied  in  tho  workioom  upon  roqiiest  directed  to  oneof  the? 
officiiils.  On  the  slip  of  paper  aceonipan3'iii^  the  request 
must  ]w  specified  the  individual  numbei*s  of  the  estante, 
cajon,  and  le^ajo  in  whieh  the  papers  desired  ai'e  located. 
The  documents  themselves,  for  the  mosf  part,  are  folded  out 
and  placed  betwetMi  two  heavy  slabs  of  pasteboard  whieh  are 
bound  tot^ether  by  a  piece  of  stron<^  tape  cross  knotted.  They 
arc  then  inclosed  within  thick  wrapping  paper  and  suitably 
fastened.  Manv  of  the  bundles  also  contain  crvstals  of  cam- 
phor  tar  as  a  preservative  against  injury  by  climate  or  insects. 
The  third  great  center  of  materials  for  the  study  of  Ameri- 
can history  is  the  National  Historical  Archives  (Archivo  His- 
torico-Nacional)  at  Madrid.  Not  oidy  are  its  contents  relative 
to  the  history  of  the  Fnited  States  as  a  whole  more  extensive 
perhaps  than  those  of  the  repositories  at  Simancas  and 
Seville,  but  the  sumptuous  modern  edifice,  which  it  shares 
with  the  national  librarv  and  museums  in  the  Pasco  de 
Kecoletos,  offers  an  extraordinarv  contrast  to  the  mediivval 
castles,  episcopal  palaces,  merchants'  exchanges,  and  other 
renovated  structures  of  bygone  times,  which  serve  as  histor- 
ical treasure  houses  elsewhere  in  Spain.  Its  foundation  in 
1850  was  due  to  the  initiative  of  the  Roval  Academy  of  His- 
tory,  which  obtained  from  the  (lovernment  an  order  to  deposit 
in  its  librarv  the  documents  pertaining  to  certain  suppressed 
monasteries.  Though  dignified  in  1866  with  its  present  title, 
and  enlarged  by  consigmnents  of  papers  relating  to  the  mili- 
tary orders  and  to  various  ecclesiastical  bodies,  the  Archivo 
Historico-Nacional  maintained  a  somewhat  feeble  and  obscure 


admiiilstmtlon  in  America  and  tlio  riiilippiiies.  'Jhcso  inventories  appear  in  three  manu- 
scrijit  books,  and  also  in  a  nuintuT  of  loose  sh(;ets.  The  lirst  of  the  three  volumes  lists 
the  older  class  of  <loeunu'nts  from  Simancas,  arranged  nnder  the  secretariats  of  New 
Spain  an<l  IVni.  The  second  iiiclndes  the  papers  of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth 
centuries  more  especially,  divide*!  into  as  many  set^tions  as  there  were  audienciasat  the 
close  of  the  latter  century:  while  the  third  enumerates  the  chronological  series  of  mis- 
cellttueons  d<K!uments  called  the  Yndiferente  (Jenenil.  At  the  left  of  each  page  arc 
three  columns,  within  which  are  entered  successively  the  nnmbt*rsof  the  estante,  cajon. 
and  legajr);  in  the  center  appears  the  subject-matter  of  the  legajo,  and  on  the  right  the 
inclusive  dates.  In  the  legajo  column,  also,  figures  in  lH)th  ink  and  pencil  are  given. 
The  former  refer  to  the  number  of  the  legajos  that  deal  with  the  specific  matter  under 
consideration,  and  the  latter  to  the  successive  numb«'r  of  the  legajos  in  the  cajon.  By 
the  new  system  of  cla<silication  in  sheets,  however,  nriw  in  preparation,  whieh  has  been 
copied  and  expande<l  from  the  old  volumes.  th«?  legajo  columii  shows  figures  in  black 
ink  whi«*h  indicate  the  numerical  arrangement  in  the  estante  or  case  as  a  whole,  while 
similarly  the  figures  m  red  ink  denote  the  number  of  legajos  that  deal  with  a  particular 
subject.  At  the  sjime  time  a  greater  precision  in  the  dat«'s  of  each  legajo  is  afforded  by 
this  new  arrangement. 
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existence  in  three  or  four  small  rooms  in  the  building  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  History  till  1896.  In  that  year  it  sud- 
denly rose  to  light,  space,  and  usef  ulneas  by  being  transferred 
to  the  national  library,  where  it  now  occupies  thirteen  rooms 
on  the  second  floor  of  the  right  wing  of  that  building. 

Forthwith  it  began  to  assume  something  of  the  character 
which  its  title  suggests. **    From  the  Ai;cliivo  General  Central 
at  Alcald  de  Henares*  and  from  various  other  centers  came 
the  immense  collection  of  state  papers,  properly  so  called.^ 
To  them  have  been  added  great  quantities  of  documents  refer- 
ring to  the  former  councils  of  government,  including  that  of 
the  Indies/'  to  the  *'real  patronato"  (ecclesiastical  powers  of 
of   the   Crown)   in   Castile  and   Aragon,  to   the  Inquisition 
(especially  of  Toledo  and  Valencia),  to  the  military  and  other 
orders  of  knighthood,  as  well  as  to  suppressed  ecclesiastical 
bodies.     It  contains  also  an  assortment  of  letters  Trom  Jesuits 
in  America  and  the  Philippines.     And  not  onl>^  are  many  of 
the  purely  administrative  documents  sent  there,  which  belong 
f-:f«.ther  in  the  Archivo  General  Central,  but  the  Archivo  His- 
t^!>rico-Nacional  has  become  the  temporary  abiding  place  as 
v^^^ll  of  a  multitude  of  papers  from  the  former  Ministry  of 
tt:me  Colonies  (Ministerio  de  Ultmmar),  dealing  with  Cuba, 
t^^^3rto  Rico,  and  the  Philippines,  more  especially  in  the  nine- 
t  ^^^<»nth  century.'    Altogether  it  contains  nearly  as  man}'  docu- 
rm^M^^ntsas  Simancas,  but  despite  its  size  the  repository  belies 
1^1.^3  name  of  "national  historical  archives,"  and,  even  more 


«"«  A  summary  of  the  thirteen  sections  into  which  the  archives  are  divided  will  be  found 
i«^»^  Vignau.  El  Archivo  Hist6ric*-Nacional,  p.  65,  et  wq.  Much  information  on  the 
^  »">«r?hives,  further,  has  been  gathered  from  the  Revista  de  Archivos,  etc..  Tercera  Epoca, 
I  M:  ,  4fti:  III,  47,  64,  383,  468;  IV,  373,  572;  V,  826;  and  from  a  manus<ript  reiH)rt  of  D, 
^"^**«Mnte  Vignau,  the  present  director,  to  the  managing  VM)ard  of  the  officinl  body  of 
«*- »*^c_-hivi»ts  March  29, 1900.    See  also  the  general  bibliography  below,  p.  isi. 

**This  huge  repository  is  located  in  a  former  palace  of  the  archbishops  of  Toledo  in 

t  V»  ^3  famous  old  town,  once  the  seat  of  the  Universidad  Complutenso  (now  the  Tniversity 

*^»  ^      Madrid),  21  miles  from  the  capital.    It  was  founded  in  IS-Vt  as  u  place  of  consignment 

f*  *w-  the  va«?t  accumulations  of  documents  in  the  ofllces  of  the  Government,  which  other- 

^"^"^m  ?.«  might  have  been  sold  for  waste  paper.    The  number  of  its  documents  exceeds  that 

*  '^  »    Simancas.  but  their  importance  is  almost  wholly  administrative. 

*~  On  account  of  its  proximity  to  the  ministerial  offices,  the  Archivo  Hist6rico-Nacional 
^^^      to  be  the  permanent  depository  of  even  the  more  recent  documents  of  this  chiss. 
r*"«"<-jvided  they  are  thirty  years  old  at  least.    They  will  bt^come  accessible  to  students, 
<^  f     <H)ur»e,  when  the  lapse  of  time  permits  their  use. 

**  Cf.  Revista  de  Archivds,  etc.,  Tercera  Epoca,  III,  p.  47. 

^  Iteviftta  de  Archives,  etc.,  Tercera  Ei)oca,  III,  64;  IV,  572;  V,  826.  which  mention  the 
rc?<?dpt  of  more  than  150  tons  of  them.  The  papers  are  classitJod  under  geographical 
^ c^Tadlngs  and  Kubdiyided  according  to  departments  of  administration.    If  their  date  is 
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SO  than  the  Archives  of  the  Indies,  stands  for  an  ideal. 
Granted  the  wisdom  of  collecting  and  organizing  at  the  cap- 
ital of  the  Kingdom  ''all  the  elements  that  modern  science 
demands  to  reconstruct  on  solid  foundations  the  magnificent 
epopee  of  Spanish  national  history,"^  at  present  the  Archive 
Historico-Nacional  is  only  the  chief  perhaps  of  several  com- 
petitors for  that  honor,  and  hence  is  quite  distant  from  a 
resemblance  to  the  Archives  Nationales  in  Paris  or  to  the 
Public  Record  Office  in  London. 

The  archives  are  open  daily  from  8  to  2,  except  in  July, 
August,  and  September,  when  the  hours  are  changed  from  7 
to  1.  Unlike  the  situation  at  Simancas  and  Seville,  a  rather 
bureaucratic  atmosphere  pervades  the  Archivo  Hist6rico- 
Nacional,  and  the  student  will  find  that  the  regulations  gov- 
erning the  consultation  of  inventories  and  the  use  of  papei's 
are  more  strictly  enforced.  The  workroom,  like  that  of  the 
Archives  of  the  Indies,  is  also  the  library.  In  addition  to  books 
on  history  and  government,*  it  contains  large  wooden  boxes 
shaped  like  ledgers  in  which  old  parchments  are  preserved. 
Similar  to  the  arrangements  at  Simancas  and  Seville,  the  bulk 
of  the  documents  in  the  archives  are  inclosed  in  legajos  and 
placed  in  wooden  cases  or  racks.  Nor  is  there  any  marked 
difference  in  the  order  of  the  legajos  or  of  the  papers  within 
them,  or  in  the  system  of  classification  shown  by  the  manu- 
script inventories,  indices,  and  paper  slips  (papeletas).  Cat- 
alogues of  certiiin  documents,  however,  pertaining  to  the 
orders  of  knighthood,  the  Inquisition,  and  the  conventual 
establishments  have  been  printed.  The  series  of  papeletas 
is  more  extensive  than  in  Simancas  and  Seville.  The  latter 
deal  with  the  same  kind  of  documents  as  the  catalogues,  and 

Kubsequeiit  to  1850  they  utv.  not  accessible  t<»  the  public.  Orders  were  given  in  May,  1900, 
to  preiMire  them  fr)r  eventual  transmission  to  the  Archives  of  the  Indies,  but  two  yean 
later  the  directions  were  countermanded.  Ibid.,  l\\  380;  VI,  414.  Many  of  the  financial 
records,  ab*o,  and  other  administrative  documents  of  recent  date  have  been  sent  to  the 
Archivo  General  (-entral  at  AlcalA.  Ibid..  V,  358.  Hence  there  weems  no  immediate 
prospect  of  secinjj  these  'papers  of  the  Indies"  placed  in  their  rightful  depository. 

'I  Viik'nau,  op.  cit..  p.  8. 

M^sefnl  works  of  ^'cneral  reference,  printe<iand  in  manuscript,  are  the  Indice  personal 
del  cuerpodiploinfltico;  consejos,  hidalguias.  titulosdegrandeza,  y  nunciature apo6t61ica, 
which  is  a  sort  of  Almanach  de  Gotha  and  diplomatic  register,  provided  with  indices  of 
names  an<l  dates:  and  the  Cedulario  indico  in  al)out  forty  volumes.  The  last  named  is  a 
collection  of  copies  of  royal  mandates  and  warrants  (realcs  c^ulas)  relating  to  the  Indies, 
and  covering  in  geneml  the  period  from  the  .sixteenth  century  to  the  nineteenth.  There 
is  no  fixed  order,  chronological  or  otherwise,  among  the  copies,  and  the  index  of  them 
(Diccionario  de  gobierno  y  legislaci6n  de  India.s)  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 
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ffitli  the  fonner  coumuls  uf  jjovprnnipiit  and  the  state 
Ipapei-s." 

The  documents  last  nauiwl.  of  course,  are  those  which 
P-intereet  more  directly  thfi  student  of  American  history.  In 
general  they  are  nupposed  to  bo  a  continuation  of  the  series 
presen'ed  with  similar  titles  and  enumeration  at  Simanc«s,* 
and  range  approximately  from  ITtK)  to  the  middle  of   the 

I  nineteenth  century.''  But  the  materialM  in  the  two  reposito- 
ties  unfortunately  overlap  each  other,  and  often  in  aconfusinj; 
mftnner.  It  is  simply  impossible  to  tix  an  absolute  date  of 
demunation  Iwtween  the  two  collections,  even  on  the  basis  of 
historical  imjwrtance.  Tentatively,  however,  it  would  se«m 
(bat  the  state  papei-s  in  the  Archivo  Ilistorico-Nacional  relat- 
ing to  the  period  1700-1750  and  to  tlmt  after  1783 are  the  more 
important,  while  those  in  Simancas  relating  to  the  period 
before  1700  and  to  that  between  1750  and  1789  possess  the 
greater  value.  The  original  documents  also  are  sometimes 
in  Siraancas,  while  the  copie.^  and  minutes  of  them  are  in  the 
Ai-ehivo  Hietorico-Nacional,  or  vice  versa.  Then  again  the 
distance  l>etween  the  two  centers  and  the  absence  of  printed 
and  detailed  guides  to  the  documents  of  both  render  com- 
parison fai'  from  easy. 

Several  other  establishments  in  Madrid  contain  materials  of 
nterest  to  the  student  of  American  history,  and  merit  accord- 
gly  B  brief  description.  The  first  of  these  is  the  National 
jibrary  (BibliotecaNacional),  which,  in  addition  to  its  printed 
%'orks,''  has  a  number  of  documents  in  its  division  of  manu- 
IcriptM  (seccion  de  manuscritos)  which  concern  the  United 
tatee.     It  is  open  daily  from  10to4.    The  manuscripts  them- 


"  ,  ThBaratMlKiveslhi^Bisiiemlec.nlenlai 
it  Kcond  mataine  tbv  oatnvs  uf  cuunlrles  ai 
»Cr.  ■bnve.  p.  IW. 

v'Thefr  wealth  coiuliits  In  Uie  correspond 

'  lidrtMin  iine*  wlt'i  ibelr  rulativw,  courtliTs, 

r   Mnn,  ntCOtliillcnu  and  eonvcnilont  wiili  fn 

I  IBld  proc4wi1ingB  i>f  ihi' Cnimcll  vt  Si»Lt4.\" 

V*»Wbc»ai1edUieclt.tall,.(iliei>"m.MM,„d,.i 

o  nuHlemot  an  inHTiiiitlim.il  .liiin 

LV,  note  3}.  thi!  Itne  ot  ili«ltn'-U.iii  l>cin .-.  il  Hi 

M  »ttb  Ite  coiinen  ot  ihe  Iii.lii'n  U  oiioii  dim 

'  dTba  regllUHonii  for  Ihe  uie  of  lilt' books  In  UivKallonal  Llbnir;  arc  so  peculiar  thai  ft 

'  I  nl  cxplaoatian  teem  ndvlatble.    Id  the  BrM  place,  no  more  thin  Ihnt  biiolu 

b  mj  be  Mllwt  Tor  at  s  time,  aiirl  IhtMi  not  more  than  (wo  liy  the  same  author.    It  more 

■It  ilerircd,  appltcntion  miul  he  toiuli'  <n  thcclilolltlirHriiui.wliomBy  gram  Ihv  privilefre 

(rfuniily  111  ■  cpei^lnl  mom,    I'l-jn  voiiilns  'he  libniry  ilie  roadcr  mint  uhtiiln  trum  (he 


nU  hare  a  twofold  Fvstem  ol  cludHnt- 
le  oonBeL'iLtlvely  nnmbered  ]egajoK,and 
idlvldiials  iimuged  alphubctially, 

e.  afUclal,  ptit-ate.  and  reserved,  of  the 
I  iiiinlii[i>n,  ttitlt  liutructlDiui  to  amban- 
n  courtj,  irealiffa  of  peace,  nnd  report! 
niiu,  op.  dt.,  p.  39.  To  thlBileecriptlon 
fit  tlie  ooloolal  oBli'ialawIth  IheComidl 
r.  Bnt,  ae  already  inllii»(ed  {lupnt,  p. 
UBi  i)[  corretpoDdence  uid  tliH(  uinieil 
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selves  are  loeHted  on  the  floor  l)elow  the  Archive  Historico- 
Nai'ional,  and  ptninission  to  use  them  is  freely  granted  upon 
application  to  the  head  of  this  department.  Mast  of  the 
papers  are  bound  in  convenient  form,  and  the  regulations 
governing  their  use  are  similar  to  those  in  force  in  the 
Archivo  Historico-Nacional. 

The  library  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  History  (Real  Acad- 
emia  de  la  llistoria)  also  has  quite  a  good  many  documents 
relating  to  the  United  States  scuttered  through  its  four  or 
live  great  collections  of  Americana.^  It  is  situated  in  the 
Calle  Leon  21,  and  is  open  to  the  public  daily  from  12  to  4. 

The  Museum  and  Library  of  the  Colonies.(Museo-Biblioteca 
de  Ultramar),  the  third  of  these  establishments,  is  located  in 
the  public  park  of  Madrid  known  as  the  ''  Buen  Retiro."  The 
small  library  is  accessil)le  to  the  public  from  10  to  4,  except 
in  summer,  when  the  hours  are  T  to  10  and  4  to  7.  Aside  from 
its  books  relating  to  the  former  Spanish  colonies,  the  library 
possesses  a  considerable  number  of  manuscripts  that  concern 
Louisiana  and  the  Philippines.  For  their  use  one  may  con- 
sult the  printed  catalogue  and  the  series  of  papeletas  which 
record  the  more  recent  additions. 

The  last  institution  to  be  mentioned  is  the  Hydrographic 
Depository''  (Deposito  Ilidrognifico),  situated  in  the  (3alle 
Alcalii,  56.  Being  a  department  of  the  ministry  of  marine, 
permission  to  work  then*  nuist  be  sought  through  the  agency 
of  the  American  minister  from  the  **'Archivero-Bibliotecario 


porter  a  primed  slipaiul  a  immbere*!  t)ras.selipealled  a  "contrasefia."  The  slip  has  then 
to  1)0  niU'd  out  and  handed  to  <tn  attendant  in  the  catalogue  room  adjoining.  Since  no 
eatalogue  aeeessible  to  the  public  existw,  the  attendant  will  ascertain  whether  the  hook 
wmght  is  in  the  library,  and  if  so,  will  enter  the  shelf  numlK'ron  the  slip.  The  appli- 
cant mu.st  then  go  to  the  desk  in  the  general  reading  room  and  prcneut  the  hraas  clip  and 
the  printeil  slip  to  an  oflicial,  who  will  hand  him  a  numbered  slip  in  exchange  for  the 
former.  After  the  b(K)k  has  been  relume*!  tt>  the  desk,  the  brass  clip  mti8t  be  secured 
again  and  hande<l  to  the  porter  on  leaving  the  library. 

«The  (Milleetions  are  those  of  Mufioz  in  145  volumes,  Mat^i  Linares  in  123,  Garcia  Flgue- 
roa  in  3*J,and  JJoturini  also  in  :V2.  All  are  provided  with  general  indices, of  which  that  of 
Boturini  appears  in  the  form  of  papeletas.  The  document«i  brought  together  by  Mufioz 
and  Mata  Linares  n-late  to  .Si)anish  America  as  a  whole.  Those  of  the  latter  in  general 
cover  the  eighteenth  century  and  tlie  beginning  of  the  nineteenth.  The  two  formed  the 
stores  upon  which  Navarrete  drew  in  his  Coleccion  dc  Viages,  etc.  The  documents  of 
Garcia  Figueroa  and  Boturini  dt.-al  more  especially  with  the  viceroyalty  of  Mexico.  Some 
225  volumes  of  Jesuit  correspondence  might  also  be  mentioned. 

&It  was  established  in  1797.  and  begun  its  miysion  in  ISOl.  According  to  theoffldal  cir- 
cular its  obj(>ct  is  the  "construction,  engraving  and  publication  of  maritime  maps  and 
plans,  as  well  as  tlie  c(mipilcni<'nt  of  charts,  light-house  l)ooks.  and  instructions  to  mari- 
ners."   Navarrete  used  its  materials  extensively  in  his  Coleccion  dc  Viages,  etc. 
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dc  lii  DiieLCumdeHidrognvKa.""  Itcontniiisnn  extniordinaij' 
»(X'uiii  Illation  of  maps,  charte,  memorials,  niid  mi^^ceUaneourt 
paptTs.  for  thf  most  part,  iiattirally,  of  a  {feographical  cbar- 
actfr,  A  seriesof  paper  si  ip!^,  arranged  by  dates  and  subjects, 
i-elat(>!i  to  the  documents  and  printed  works  on  cartogmphy 
»ind  hydrogmphy  a;^  sncii.  I'nfortunately  nothing  exists  in 
the  cbape  of  an  inventory  ur  catalogue  that  will  furnish  a  defi- 
nU«  clue  to  the  materials  poasessing  only  a  historical,  and  not 
a  present  and  pnictical  value.  Indeed,  the  uHicials  in  the  de- 
pasitory  evince  no  interest  whatever  in  the  older  class  of  maps 
and  documents.  Once  the  student  has  i>ersuaded  an  otEcial 
t*3  giiint  him  the  uae  of  a  desk,  he  is  literally  turned  loose 
among  tlie  portfolios  and  stacks  and  left  to  rummage  as  be 
uvvs  (it.  Only  personal  research,  long  and  paiustaking,  there- 
fore, eun  determine  thy  precise  importiince  of  the  Hydro- 
graphic  Depository  for  the  history  of  the  United  Stute^. 

II. 

UOCLMKNTARV     MATKKIAI.    KEI.ATING    TO   THE    UNITKIJ    STATES. 

The  account  that  now  follows  of  the  character  and  location 
wf  the  manu-seripts  in  the  Spanish  archives,  which  concern  the 
history  of  the  United  States  in  its  broader  as  well  as  in  ita 
narrower  aspects,  is  designed  to  l>c  entirely  general  lu  its 
ftcoj>e.  The  stated  purpose  of  this  article  "  and  considerations 
of  sjHU'e  make  the  description  given  necessarily  an  indicator, 
rather  than  a  formal  catalogue,  of  the  documents. 


The  documents  that  bear  upon  the  participation  of  Spain  in 
the  war  of  the  American  Revolution''  are  to  be  found  in  all 
three  of  the  repositories  alx>ve  described.     lioth  Simancus  and 

noUblf  (be  papen  IbaCHmct'tn  LoiilBionn  nml  Plurldn,  hnve  «  proiuwnrtd  ItniHirMnt'e, 
ufniun.  for  tbe  gmeiftl  htolDry  of  the  Cnlttd  BUlck. 

rTbo  ImprewlDii  g«t)ieml  from  the  ■Uluiuunt  In  Wlniut  INxmitlie  uid  Critical  EIh- 
IM]t|it  ABwrlca.  VIII,  p.-US)  In  tliBl  iti  1AM  Jiircl  SiHrki  pimiircil  Irma  tJia  SpuiilBli 
urMtffl  lIiB  complctn  cDmHiioiidtnce  o(  the  gpniiisli  iliplomnl*  miil  a^'iits  it  the  time 
nf  tlie  Rcvnlullfm,  K>fnriwU  hiid  any  iidunLTcUorL  with  thnl  ntmggle.  A  brief  ntAlogue 
of  (liu  aparlts matiUHtlpla,  which  Include!  Ibv  cupiwol  tbi^  mnesiioDdenci',  is  given  [ti 
thi-  Blbllogniphli'itl  Ciniuihiitlunn.  No.  ».  of  the  UHrTacd  OuJvcnUy  Lilinir>-.  Ae  u  miil' 
In  lit  [int.  hiiweref.  the  »inoiiut  niUeoled  wim  oiily  annAll  tratiiun  of  the  mitiBtiBl  In 
the  Spanish  Brcblfw.  »lihoiivli  li  ri'iin>>oiils  uiiriuuMidl)'  Ihc  uiij>.l  llisl  SiuirL=  wan  psr- 
dhigllbETitt  the  llloi.'. 


1 
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the  Archive  lILstoiU'o-Nacional^  coutain  the  correspondence 
of  the  Spanish  ambassadors  at  Paris  *  and  Ixindon,  as  well  as 
excerpts  from  that  of  French  and  English  diplomats  and 
statesmen.  The  manuscript  inventories  at  Simancas  which 
have  to  he  consulted  for  this  correspondence  are  the  '*  Inven- 
tario  manual  de  los  papeles  de  la  primera  Secretaria  de  Es- 
Uulo:  Negociado  de  Francia,  y  negociado  de  Inglaterra;  "  and 
that  of  the  ''Secretaria  de  Estado:  embajada  de  Inglaterra, 
siglo  XVIU,"  which  is  far  more  elaborate  in  its  specifications. 
The  documents  comprise  the  correspondence,  public,  private, 
and  reserved,  of  Aninda  and  the  charges  d'affaires  of  the  em- 
bassy at  Paris  with  (irimaldi  and  Floridablanca  from  1773  to 
1787,  and  a  s(»ries  of  letter  books  covering  much  of  the  same 
ground,  yet  bridging  over  some  important  gaps.  The  papers 
emanating  from  the  Spanish  embassy  in  England,  prior  to  the 
outbreak  of  war  l)etween  Spain  and  that  countiy,  are  found  in 
the  corr(»spond(»nce  of  Escarano,  the  duirge  d'affaires,  and  of 
the  ambassadors,  the  Prince  of  Masenino  and  the  Marquis  of 
Almodovar,  from  1775  to  17S0.  The  letters  of  Bernardo  del 
Canipo,  the  Spanish  ambassador  in  London  after  the  resump- 
tion of  diplomatic  relations,  also  contain  a  number  of  interest- 
ing allusions  to  the  United  States. 

The  materials  in  Simanciis  dealing  with  the  general  subject 
of  the  United  States  are  few  when  compared  with  the  huge 
accuuudation  of  state  papers''  in  the  Archivo  Hist6rico - Na- 
cional  at  Madrid.  Not  only  do  these  papers  form  a  rich  sup- 
plement to  what  Simancas  contains  prior  to  1789,  as  has  been 
already  observed,  but  they  also  continue  as  a  voluminous 
record  of  the  relations  of  Spain  and  the  United  States  till 
about  1857.  The  portion  relating  to  the  American  Revolution 
in  particular  comprises  the  diplomatic  correspondence  proper, 
including  that  between  Floridablanca  and  Vergennes,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Council  of  State,  as  well  as  its  dealings  with 

«  Cf,  supra,  ]).  171. 

fcSce  the  rL'i>ort  of  Flumniermont  "sur  los  corresiMjndances  des  Aj^entu  diplomatiqucs 
<!'traiijrers  en  Fnince  avant  lu  Uovolution."  in  the  NouvoIU-h  Archivw*  des  Misfdons,  etc.. 
Vol.  VIII,  pp.  45G-7,  484-6;  and  that  of  BaiHlrillart  in  the  Archives  dea  Miaedons,  etc., 
Tliird  Series,  Vol.  XV,  i>.  29.  Both  of  these  e<>mj)ilers  give  the  numbere,  datea,  and  some 
information  alK)ui  the  contents  of  the  lejrajos  in  tlie  two  n»j)ositories,  which  contain  the 
correspondence  of  Annulu.  Instead  of  the  Arcliivo  General  Central  at  Alcal&  de 
Henares,  mentioned  as  the  depM)sit(»ryof  the  stale  papers,  the  Archivo  HlMt6i1co-Nacional 
at  Madrid  must  he  understood.    Cf.  supra,  p.  IC'J. 

c  At  times  the  legajos  are  so  large  that  besides  the  number  they  appear  with  the  letters 
A,  B.  C,  etc. 
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Hlie  AiiicricHti  onvoyw.  .lay  and  Ciiriiiii-'hiiel,  mid  iniiltifarioii!; 
(l(K'umeiil8  that  concern  tlic  loursi;  of  tlie  war  itself. 

Then  follow  the  vast  collection  of  papers  pertaining  to  the 
Spani>4h  lection  and  consulates  in  the  Unite<l  States,  f  i-om  the 
date  of  their  foundation  Ut  lS5t,  and  converaely  the  series  of 
documents  setting  forth  the  relations  of  the  American  minis- 
ters at  Madrid  with  the  Si>anish  Government  during  approxi- 
matt'lj'  the  same  period  of  time.  In  thin  complex  of  materials 
it  may  he  well  to  nieulion  the  sources  of  what  are  perhaps 
the  thret"  mo.-*t  interesting  episodes  in  the  earlier  dealings  of 
Spain  with  the  United  States.  The  first  is  the  correspondence 
of  (Jardoqui.  which  has  for  its  focal  point  the  question  as  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi;  and  the  papersof  Godoy  that 
sprve  more  espocwily  t«  elucidate  the  conduct  of  Spain  in  this 
matter.  The  career  of  Martinez  do  Yrujo.  and  particularly 
his  connection  with  th«  events  of  the  Jeffei-sonian  regime, 
furnish  the  second  episode.  To  MnrtEnez  dn  Yrujo,  finally, 
succeed  Onis  and  his  trilmlations  in  refcreni'i'  to  the  territory 
11  f  Florida. 

Aside  from  the  paperw  n'laling  more  properly  to  what 
might  he  called  the  external  history  of  Louisiana  and  Florida, 
the  principal  documentation  in  the  Archives  of  the  Indies," 
which  liears  ui>on  the  general  history  of  the  L'nitod  States, 
is  the  correspondence  of  Mirallcs  aiLd  'Kondon,  the  Spanish 
agentj<  resident  in  Philadelphia  lK>tween  1778  and  17H5,  mostly 
with  .Iosi5  de  Gaivez,  the  chief  minister  of  the  Indies.  The 
miscellaneous  "state  papers"  contain  references  to  the  arbi- 
trary action  of  the  I'nited  States  in  regiud  to  Florida,  as 
well  as  lo  its  dealings  wilh  the  Spanish- American  States  while 
they  were  in  i-evolt  against  the  mother  country.  Four  portly 
legaj'oh,  also,  in  the  collection  known  as  the  '"  Yndiferente 
General"  deserve  a  glassing  mention.  The  heterogeneous 
docmnenta  they  contain  emanate  chiefly  from  the  Sjianish 
diplomatic  and  consular  otticials  in  the  United  States,  and 
concern  mercantile  and  commercial  affairs  for  the  most  part, 
hut  have  occasional  allusions  tti  thu  political  events  of  the 
time. 
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2.    LOUISIANA    AND   FLORIDA.  « 

The  state  papers  in  Simancas  which  concern  this  topic  begin 
with  the  negotiations  Iwtw^een  France  and  Spain  leading  to 
the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  latter  in  1762.  Several  let 
ters,  from  the  Spanish  ambassador  in  England  discuss  the 
migratory  movements  of  the  Americans  after  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  the  consequent  danger  to  the  Spanish  dominion  in 
Louisiana  and  Florida.  The  most  important  documents  in 
this  repositor}'  are  those  emanating  from  the  Ministr}'  of 
War,  and  are  described  in  the  "Inventario  manual  de  los 
papeles  del  archive  de  la  Sccretaria  *  *  *  de  la  Guerra." 
They  deal  chiefly  with  the  conquest  of  Mobile,  Pensacola,  and 
the  English  posts  along  the  Mississippi,  the  details  of  the  pro- 
vincial military  organization,  and  with  the  French  and  Ameri- 
can projects  against  Louisiana.  The  last  subject  alone  receives 
treatment  in  four  manuscript  volumes  of  more  than  3,000 
closely  written  pages.  A  few  documents,  finally,  touch  upon 
the  early  land  speculations  along  the  Yazoo. 

In  the  Archivo  Historico-Nacional  the  materials  relating 
to  Louisiana  and  Florida  are  supposed  to  form  a  special  pail 
of  the  negociado  or  official  section  of  the  state  papers  given 
over  to  the  United  States.  Hundreds  of  documents,  however, 
of  a  purely  local  importance  are  scattered  through  bundles 
ostensibh'  dealing  with  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  with 
the  viceroyalty  of  Mexico,  under  the  caption  of  its  so-called 
*' internal  provinces''  (provincias  internas),  and  also  with  the 
captaincy-general  of  Cuba.  The  materials  serve  to  illustrate 
the  history  of  the  two  sections  of  country  from  the  middle 
of  the  eighteenth  century  to  about  1830.  They  comprise 
the  encroachments  of  the  French  colonists  from  Louisiana 
on  the  territory  of  Mexico,  a  few  side  lights  on  the  cession 
of  ^^at  province  to  Spain  in  1762,  the  policy  of  the  Spanish 
governors  during  the  American  Revolution,  as  well  as  the 
dealings  of  these  officials  with  the  Indians  then  and  subse- 
(ju'^'xtly;  the  scliomes  of  adventurers  and  land  speculators; 
the  movements   of   Western   emigration;  and   the  relations 

(>  III  tiic  Si^anLsh  urchi ves  thcHu  two  Kcction.s  uf  country  are  invariably  classlflod  together. 
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more  especially  of  Louisiana  with  the  trans- Appalachian 
settlements  of  the  United  States.  The  collection  embraces 
the  correspondence  concerning  the  cessions  of  Louisiana  to 
France  and  to  the  United  States,  respectively;  the  later 
ascertainment  of  the  boundaries  between  Louisiana  and 
Florida;  the  encroachments  of  the  United  States  on  the 
Florida  region  itself;  and,  finally,  the  sale  of  the  latter  to  its 
powerful  neighbor.  To  a  less  degree  the  internal  history 
of  Louisiana  and  Florida  likewise  comes  in  for  a  share  of 
treatment. 

The  Museo-Biblioteca  de  Ultramar  contains  three  volumes 
of  official  miscellany  relative  to  Louisiana  collected  by  Pascual 
de  Gayangos.  The  volumes  are  inscribed  ''Papeles  relativos 
a  la  Luisiana  espanola."  Many  of  the  documents  are  copies  of 
papers  in  the  archival  centers  proper.  Two  separate  manu- 
scripts in  the  library  on  the  same  general  subject  merit  a 
passing  allusion.  One  of  them  is  an  extensive  memorial  writ- 
ten by  Francis  Bouligny  in  1776,  and  the  other  is  a  curious 
plan  of  campaign  for  the  recovery  of  Louisiana  prepared  by 
Henry  Macdonnell  in  1804. 

A  few  references  to  the  earlier  history  of  Florida  are  found 
in  the  collections  of  Americana  in  the  library  of  the  Royal 
-Academy  of  History"  and  among  the  manuscripts  of  the 
^National  Library.* 

The  main  interest  of  the  Archives  of  the  Indies,  for  the 
general  subject  under  consideration/  lies  in  its  possession  of 
the  general  correspondence  of  the  colonial  officials,  secular 
and  ecclesiastical,  with  the  Council  of  the  Indies  on  matters 
of  local  administration  and  concern.^  The  material  contains 
copious  references  to  the  foreign  relations,  so  to  speak,  of 

"  Notably  in  the  collection  of  Mufloz:  "'  tndice  de  la  coloccion  de  maniiscritos  i^KJrtene- 
9icntes  &  la  historia  de  Indias,  que  escribia  I).  Juan  Bautista  Mufioz."  voIh.  43  and  93. 

6The  pa  peletaa  under  the  caption  '•America"  should  be  consulted,  and  also  the  work 

of  Gallardo,  "Ensayode  una  biblioteca  espafiolade  libros  raroH  y  curiosos,"  If,  ap<Jndice, 

p.  57. 

cTili  the  eighteenth  century,  at  least,  the  Spanish  colonics  in  North  America  and  the 

Philippines  depended  to  a  varying  extent  upon  the  viccroyalty  of  New  Spain,  as  did 
tho»»e  of  South  America  upon  that  of  I*cru.  Hence,  at  the  outset,  it  is  well  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  multifarious  papers  relating  to  tlie  viccroyalty  of  New  Spain,  as 
reprc8ente<l  in  the  diflfercnt  collections  of  the  Archives  of  the  Indies,  are  apt  to  have 
references,  quite  hopelessly  scatteretl  through  the  thous4iuds  of  Icgajos.  to  Louisiana  and 
Florida.  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  and  California,  Porto  Rico,  and  the  I'hilippiues. 
dCt.  supra,  p.  164,  note  «. 

H.  Doc.  745,  58-2— vol  1 12 
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IV. 

rOKTO   RICO. 

Among  the  papers  of  the  secretariat  of  war  at  Simancas 
there  are  fourU^eii  legajos  of  official  correspondence  and  of 
other  material  relative  to  military  affairs  on  this  island."  The 
Archivo  Historico-Nacional  has  upwards  of  thirty  bundles  of 
state  papers  on  the  general  subject  of  the  insular  administra- 
tion.'' Naturally  the  bulk  of  the  documentation  concerning 
Porto  Rico  is  in  the  Archives  of  the  Indies.  It  is  arranged 
under  the  respective  headings  of  the  "'Audiencia  de  Santo 
Domingo,"''  the  '' Yndiferente  General,"  the  "Ministerio  de 
Ultramar/'''  the  Ilabana  consignment  of  1888,*'  the  state  pa- 
pers,-^ the  "'Patronato,''  and  the  ministerial  offices  of  the 
Council  of  the  IndiCvS.^ 

V. 

THE   PHILIPPINES. 

At  Simancas  the  papers  of  the  secretariat  of  war  and  those 
relative  to  the  Molucca  Islands  and  the  Inquisition  of  New 
Spain  contain  frequent  references  to  the  Philippines.*  The 
Archivo  Historico-Nacional  also  has  quite  a  number  of  Icgajos 
on  the  subject.*  But  the  material  in  both  of  these  reposi- 
tories seems  insignificant^  when  contrasted  with  the  many 
hundreds  of  legajos    in  the  Archives  of    the   Indies.     The 

«"Inventario  raanual  de  Itw  papcles  del  archivo  de  la  Secretaria  *  •  •  de  la 
Guerra." 

h  Many  other  legajos  relating  to  Porto  Rieo  uiay  be  fouud  in  the  recent  acquiriiions 
of  the  Archivo  Hi»t6rico-Nacional.    Cf.  above,  p.  169. 

c  **  Indiee  general  por  andlencias." 

(i  *•  Cuba  y  Puerto  Rico." 

«•  Cf.  alx)ve,  p.  166,  note  a. 

f  "  PapeleH  de  Estado:  Audiencia  de  Santo  Domingo." 

i; "  Inventario  de  los  paiieles  ♦  ♦  ♦  de  juNllcia."  and  "Inventario  de  autcw  de  la 
cHcribania  de  CAmara  del  Oonsejo  <Ie  Indian:  Andiencia  du  Santo  Domingo.'*  Alw 
"Inventario  de  Ioh  papeles  de  la  Contaduria  geneml  del  Consejo  de  Indian:  Caxa  de 
Puerto  Rico." 

A  Inventory  in  Diaz  86nchez,  (iuia  de  la  Villa  y  Archivo  de  Simancan,  p.  02etseq. 

'As  in  the  caw  of  I*orto  Rico,  the  recent  acquisitiouM  of  Philippine  material  in  the 
Archivo  Hi«t6rico-Nucional  have  not  yet  been  catalogued.    Cf.  above,  p.  169. 

J  Some  allusion  ought  to  be  made  to  the  221)  volumes  of  Jesuit  jMpers  in  the  library  of 
the  Royal  Ai^ademy  of  History,  which  contain  many  letters  and  accounts  of  miwions  in 
the  Philippines.  The  National  Library  p<»sse.Hse.s  a  few  manuscripts  relating  to  the 
archipelago.  See  (iailardo,  op.  cit.,  II,  apendice,  p.  50.  The  Museo-Biblloteca  de 
Ultramar  has  about  twenty  or  thirty  legajos  on  the  subject.  In  this  connection  the  fine 
private  collection  of  manuscripts  belonging  to  the  "Compaiiia  general  de  Tabaooa  de 
Filipinas"  at  Barcelona  deserves  mention. 
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eoUcN'ation  of  thp  documents  differs  iti  no  important  rospect 
from  that  alroady  dascrilK-d  under  the  topics  preceding,"  and 
heiii'o  does  not  need  to  be  repCAted  in  the  text. 

COLLECTIONS   Of    MAPS. 

However  large  may  be  the  number  of  maps,  chartf^.  plans, 
and  the  like  in  the  "Depfisito  Hidrogriifico,"  which  concern 
the  I'nited  States  and  its  insular  dependencies,  in  the  absence 
of  suitable  inventories,  or  of  minute  personal  research.*  noth- 
ing precise  can  be  known  aliout  them.''  The  Archlvo  Hist6- 
rico-Xaeional  hu-s  about  thirty  such  maps  and  plans  in  it^ 
"se^^ci6n  de  mapas,"''  besides  many  more  scattered  throuffh 
Ibe  legajos  of  .-tate  papers.  Of  those  in  the  Archives  of  the 
Indies,  which  have  been  discovered  so  far,  convenient  lists 
BJuve  been  printed '  and  the  maps  thus  made  easy  of  reference. 

BIBLIOORATHV. 

^Of  the  live  preat  centers  of  public  archives  in  Spain,  namely, 
jse  at  .Simancas.  Seville,  Madrid,  Barcelona,  and  AIcalA  de 
res.  it  has  Iteen  observed  that  the  first  three  contain  pi-ac- 
tically  all  the  documentation  bearing  upon  the  history  of  the 
United  States.     The  references  that  follow  may  lie  servicejible 


Indlcfgcneml  porBiidlcnclBii:  Hiidlcnclndi-rillpInnK."    "  liiTt-tilniiii  de  los  papcle 

H^UilDiilwrtllilinfctprtoileUltraiiuir."    "Papelai  de  IJnUido,"    ■■PmrooBtn":  --Invcn- 

*^'*    ds  kUtOi  do  I*  Hcrfbinlii  lie  rfiman  del  (?oiikJo  dc  Indlaii."    "InTenUilo  tie  lot 

lie*  de  Ift  ConladiiTlk  general  dtl  Con(ie}i>  de  Indlis:  Cnxii  de  FJ1It>lnu."   Ttw 

lIlcTeulc GeneiBl,"  the  jinpen  (il  Uie  "Caw  de  la  ContraUcroD,"  and  nf  txnine 

lOM  ol  the  attdienrJB  ol  Mexico  ronlalii  numeruua  (illualons  [o  Itie  rhillpplns.  Bee 
■hove.  p.  177.  note  '. 

ACt.*upn,p.  ITS. 

•Ceruin  eorraipmidcnee  preserved  111  UieBecreULty'soffluvof  IbeArebirescif  the  Indies 
(iic*  an  ftpproilmile  Idea  of  ihe  number,  Accordlnfrtc)  Itsdeieripllnn,  niilol  tlienuDT 
mft|«  uid  plane  senl  rrom  SeTllle  earl/  In  the  nlneleenUi  centitT;  lii  (he  DepAalto 
ntdinerafirn  and  the  MlnlHry  nt  War  iivhlch  sllll  relaln  iirM-Uvally  all  uf  the  cuniiiRii- 
loi-nt).  W  related  lo  Lnulxiana  and  Florida;  l&i  lo  New  Spalii  and  provlneen  of  Tenu, 
Nvw  Meiicii.andCBllIomla:  4Stn  PorKi  Rico,  and  Gl  to  Ibe  Phlllpplnen.  Alhttor  mapi. 
Fharli.  eU'-.  belongtou  lo  the  Mlninlry  ol  Wiir  liaa  been  pnhllslied  by  that  office  uuder 
(he  title  "t^t&logo  genenl  del  areblvn  de  mapas.  planon  y  memnriui  del  IMpMlO  de 
iHitiiemi."  Uadrld.  Zt.  ItOD. 

•iThiwe  Inrlude  1  or  2  general  inapnot  Norili  America:  fiol  Loalslana:  1  of  Florida;  1 
.•thai  reprcK'nta  the  territory  covcreil  by  the  new  Bettletnetits  ol  Kcnlacliy.CiimberlHiid- 
Hiid  Franklin,"  had  Zi  of  Ihc  TeiKi,  New  Ueileo.  and  California  regton.  All  or  Ibem 
were  drawn  In  the  eighteeDLh  century. 

'Torm  lAnuK,  Relaclnn  dcscrlpllva  de  Ion  mapiu,  pUaoe.  clc.  de  Mexico  y  Florldaa 
nWente*  en  cl  Arphlvo  Oeneial  <le  Indtai.  2  v.,  ScTille,  1(00,  The  auilior  ban  also  com- 
pllnl  ■  Blmllarliat  relHllns  to  the  Philippines,  nhleb  may  tw  Iiiuod  in  [{etiiiiH^  HllillAlllo 
mipllio,  lit.  4«MMI. 
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to  the  student  of  American  history  as  guides  to  the  general 
contents  of  the  several  repositories  as  a  whole. 

At  the  outset  it  must  be  I'emarked  that  there  exists  no  com- 
plete description  of  the  Spanish  archives,  and  even  of  partial 
descriptions  there  is  nothing  in  English  worthy  of  the  name. 
The  few  words  in  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critical  History  of 
Americ4i,  II,  pp.  i-ii,  are  more  or  less  erroneous  and  mislead- 
ing, while  the  account  in  Bergenroth,  Calendar  of  State  Papers, 
Spanish,  1485-1509,  pp.  ii-xiv,  is  too  brief  and  sketch}'  to 
afford  much  information.  The  latter  characteristics  are  true 
also  of  the  sections  devoted  to  the  archives  of  Spain  by  Lang- 
lois  and  Stein  in  their  work  Les  Archives  de  THistoire  de 
France,  Paris,  1891-1893,  pp.  695-706,  and  by  Langlois  in  his 
Manuel  de  Bibliographie  Historique,  Paris,  1904,  pp.  473  et 
seq.  There  are  two  or  thi-ee  Spanish  treatises  that  attempt  a 
geneml  survey  of  the  subject,  viz,  the  contribution  of  Alta- 
mira  to  the  Kevue  Internationale  des  Archives,  Bibliotheques 
et  Musees,  I,  No.  4,  p.  74  (reprinted  with  additions  in  his  work 
De  Historia  y  Arte,  Madrid,  1898,  pp.  57etseq.);  the  pamphlet 
of  Martin  Arrabal,  entitled  Archivos  Espaiioles;  su  Origen  y 
su  Historia,  Madrid,  1892,  and  the  two  volumes  published  in 
Madrid,  1882-S3,  by  the  official  body  of  Spanish  archivists, 
librarians,  and  curators,  under  the  title  of  Anuario  delCuerpo 
Facultativo  de  Archiveros,  Bibliotecarios  v  Anticuarios. 

Among  the  general  descriptions  may  be  cited  the  work  of 
Beer,  Ilandschriftenschaetze  Spaniens,  Vienna,  1894.  This 
is  a  publication  in  book  form  of  his  report  in  the  Sitzungs- 
berichte  der  K.  K.  Oesterreichischen  Akademie  der  Wissen- 
schaften:  Historische-philologische  Abtheilung,  vols.  124-126, 
128-129, 131,  and  relates  more  particularly  to  the  documenta- 
tion concerning  medieval  and  Austrian  liistory  and  literature. 
Another  work  is  that  of  Cnrini,  Gli  Archivi  e  le  Biblioteche 
di  Spagna  in  rapporto  alhi  Storia  d'ltalia,  Palermo,  1884-1886, 
the  title  of  which  reveals  its  chief  interest.  Cf.  also  Silvestri, 
Isidoro  Carini  e  la  sua  Misione  Archivistica  nella  Spagna, 
Palermo,  1895.  In  addition  there  is  the  long  series  of  reports 
made  by  French  savants  to  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction, 
and  published  periodically  by  the  Government  of  France  in 
the  Archives  des  Missions  Scientitiques  et  Litt^raires,  Paris, 
1850.  They  may  be  found  in  the  second  series  of  this  collec- 
tion, vol.  2,  p.  367;  third  series,  vol.  2,  p.  497;  vol.  6,  p.  Ill; 
vol.  6,  pp.  71,  269;  and  vol.  15,  ]).  1;  also  in  the  Nouvelles 
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f;  ile.s  MiHsionB,  etc.,  vol.  1,  p.  216;  vol.  2.  p.  1;  vol. 
4,  p.  1;  vol.  6,  pp.  377.  597;  and  vol.  8,  p.  453. 

The  most  ust-ful  awouut  of  the  archives  at  Siiu)inca»  is  that 
bj  it«  former  director.  Dfaz  Sam-hez,  Gu(nde  la  Villa  yArohivo 
de  SiniRDcas,  Madrid.  1S85.     Thi.s  book  contains  a  fairly  com- 
plete, though  at  times  inaccurate,  li.stof  the  many  elapses  of 
documenttt  preserved  in  that  plat.'e.     Another  work  of  a  moio 
historical  and  descriptive  character  is  that  of  llomero  de  Cos- 
tilla y  Peroso,  Apuntes  Hist6ncossol»reel  Archivo  (jeneraldo 
Slmancas,  Madrid,  1873.     See  also  Gachard.  Correspondaiice 
de  Philippe  II,  sur  Ics  affaires  des  Pays  Bas,  Bnussels,  1848, 
Vol,  I,  pp.  1-176;  and  Gindely,  Akten,  Regesten  uud  Inven- 
torien  aus  deni  Archivo  General  zu  Siinancax,  Vienna,  189t). 
For  some  account  of  the  manuscripts  taken   from  Simancas 
by  order  of  Napoleon,  and  still  retwined  in  part  hy  France, 
see  Bulletins  de  la  Commission  Koyiile  d'Histnire,  third  scries, 
Jrol.  3,  No,  1.     In  the  Archives  ties  Missions,  etc.,  third  series, 
"ol.   15,  pp.   1  et  seq.,  and  in  the   Nouvelles  Archives  des 
«ion&,  etc. ,  vol.  6.  pp.  377  ct  se»[.,  are  the  most  recent  spe- 
ial  descriptions   of  Simancas.     For  the  Archivo  Historico- 
nacional  in  Madrid  see  Vignan  y  Ballastcr,  El  Archive  his- 
Mrico-nacional,  Madrid,  1898;  Revue  des  Bililiotheques  for 
R900,  p.   1;  and  Le  Bibliograpbe  Modernc  for  1901,  pp.  19, 
167.     The  Archives  of  the  Indies  at  Seville  are  descrilxtd  in 
J  Nouvelles  Archives  des  Missions,  etc.,  vol.  6,  p.  (113;  and 
I  the  Archives  des  missions,  etc.,  second  series,  vol.  '2,  p. 
167.     Vilhi-aniil  y  Casti-o.  a  foiiuer  director,  bas  written  a 
KBreve  Keseiia  Histfirico-Descriptiva  del  Archivo  General  de 
Indias,  y  Noticia  do  uigunos  de  sus  principales  Documentos, 
levtUe,  1884. 
For  a  description  of  the  Spanish  archives,  with  particular 
Bfercnce  to  their  organization,  administmtiou,  and  the  like, 
eAlcubilla,  Diccionariodela  Administmcion  Esjwfiola,  Hftb 
idttion,  Ma<lrid,  1892,  verb.  Archives.  ^'The  official  organ  of 
ibe  body  of  professional  archivists,  libmrians,  and  curators 
I  the  Revista  de  Archives,  Bibliotecas  y  Museos,  published 
lODthly  at  Madrid. 

The  preceding  article  is  based  uixin  all  of  these  authorities, 
nn  the  personal  experience  of  the  author,  and  upon  the 
bformation  courteously  furnished  him  by  the  directors  and 
ther  officials  of  theiirchive^iatSiuiancas,  Seville,  and  Madrid. 
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recent  ntudies,  however,  have  tended  to  show  that  the  damage 
inflicted  uiK)n  the  American  colonies  by  the  policy  of  trade 
was  not  so  great  as  lias  been  assumed,  and  that  the  causes 
for  dissatisfaction  thereat  are  sca,rcely  adequate  to  account 
for  so  great  a  })reach.  Attention  ha«,  therefore,  reverted 
to  the  governmental  and  administrative  system  to  discover 
if  the  growing  democracy  of  the  American  colonies  found 
itself  hampered  and  out  of  relation  to  the  government  under 
w^hich  it  was  developing.  The  results  of  these  studies  have 
l)een  fruitful  in  showing,  at  least,  that  the  colonial  dissatis- 
faction and  alienation  was  not  a  sudden  matter  consequent 
upon  the  Stamp  Act  and  the  increased  activity  of  the  English 
administnitors  following  the  French  and  Indian  war;  but  that 
its  roots  lie  deeper,  and  can  be  traced  for  the  life  of  at  least 
three  genemtions;  and  that  the  administrative  system  had 
been  felt  during  that  entire  period  as  an  irritating  fa(*tor  at 
enmity  with  th(^  natural  development  of  colonial  life.  This 
study  is  a  contribution  to  that  line  of  investigation.  It  takes 
up  the  class  of  colonies  not  under  the  direct  administration  of 
the  English  officials — colonies  removed  from  their  immediate 
supervision  by  the  previous  grant  of  charter  rights  and  privi- 
leges— and  attempts  to  show,  in  a  somewhat  detailed  manner 
and  for  a  limited  period,  how  the  English  administration 
pressed  upon  these*  granted  privileges,  asserted  the  preroga- 
tive within  their  limits,  and  endeavored  entirely  to  abrogate 
them  bv  acts  of  Parliament.^' 

The  paper  deals  with  a  period  in  which  the  activity  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations  proved  itself  a  real  factor  in 
American  colonial  government.  This  |>eriod  opens  with  the 
creation  of  the  Hoard  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  and  the  navi- 
gation act  of  H}9(}  that  accompanied  it — an  act  imposing  new 
restrictions  on  governors,  and  providing  for  a  colonial  admi- 
mltv  court.  It  closes  practicallv  with  the  reversion  of  the 
Carolina  governments  to  the  Crown  (1719).  The  method  of 
treatment  is  not  chronological,  l)ut,  instead,  several  lines  of 
investigiition  are  sepanitely  pursued  throughout  the  period, 

n.Sinco  this  monograph  wtis  writtoti  the  able  work  of  I*n)f.  Herbert  L.  Oqgood,  The 
American  Colonics  in  the  Sovcntconih  rnuury  (New  York,  1904).  hax appeared, showing 
that  the  propriotarj*  type  was  the  more  primitive  and  rudimentary  form  of  colonial 
organization,  wliich  wa.s  lacing  supersiMled  at  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  and  beginning 
of  the  eighteenth  century  by  the  more  clo^jely  administered  royal  province.  The  Im- 
portAnce  of  the  transition  pericKl.  with  which  this  paiM»r  deals,  is tltufi thrown  into  clearer 
relief. 
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in  oiti«r  tu  reiuier  more  clear  the  policy  of  the  board,  us 
evinced  by  its  Mpwilic  act**.     After  the  iutioductory  data  fur- 
nished by  the  first  chapter,  chuptt-r  3  deals  with  the  action  of 
the  adrninistnition  in  regard  to  specific  ^^olonie^,  the  attempt 
to  take  advantage  of  every  situation,  a  flaw  in  the  title,  dis- 
ordur  in  the  colonies,  an  opportunity  to  puri'hase,  in  order  to 
dispose  of  the  charter  privileges,  and  bring  the  colony  in 
question  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Crown.     Chapter  8 
|tBlces  up  a  different  serieM  of  actions.     It  attempti^  to  show 
^bat  the  English  administrators  took  every  opjKtrtunity  to 
»ssert  the  royal  prerogative  within  the  limits  of  the  colonies 
under  proprietary  or  coi-poration   government;  that  in  the 
matter  of  the  executive,  they  endeavored  to  secure  control 
«)Vi-r  the  governors  not  appointed  by  the  Crown;  that  they 
.blished  courta  within  colonie.-*,  where  the  right  of  erecting 
udicial    tribunals  had  been  granted  away,  and   drew   over 
[ipmls   from   colonial  courts  in  all  the   colonies,   however 
sadininistered;  finally,  that  in  the  matter  of  legislation,  the 
1  xtard  of  trade  tried  to  establish  supervision  over  the  acts  of 
a»ll  the  legislatures  and  to  assert  the  right  of  royal  veto.     The 
third  line  of  policy  was   more  direct,  and   relied  upon  the 
»aewly  developed  theory  of  Parliamentary  omiii potency.     The 
si.ttei]ipt  was  several  times  made  to  pass  an  act  in  Parliament 
x-ncating  all  colonial  charters  at  once.     Those  various  bills  are 
(JJM'ussed  in  chapter  + — the  causes  for  their  introduction  and 
le  reftijona  for  their  failure  set  forth  in  some  detail. 
iccidentatly,  the  paper  attempts   to  give  an  idea  of  the 
vidfid  respotiEiibility  and  imperfect  workings  of  the  system 
English  colonial  administration.     Its  methods  were  cuiu- 
lus;  there  was  lack  of  a  direct  connection  with  the  colonies, 
complete  or  satisfactory  knowledge  of  their  conditions, 
and  desires.    A  ready  ear  was  lent  to  complaints  against 
and  a  wpirit  of  geneml  suspicion  rather  than  of  cordial 
i-stion  was  evinced.     The  organs  of  the  home  govern- 
chargt-d  with  the  control  of  colonial  atfaii-s  grew  less 
S8  eflicient.     Vexatious  delays  and  dLsappoinlments  en- 
for  those  who  sought  redre-ss.     The  hindiimccs  due  to 
physical    sepanttion,   es^wcially   the    time    reijuired   to 
bange  communications,  put  tlie  entire  system  out  of  rola- 
1  to  the  needs  of  colonial  life.     The  feelings  of  the  colo- 
nists toward  this  system  are  also  in  a  measure  revealed.    The 
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Tlw  first  and  most  luitiiml  form  of  colonial  entei*pri8C  was 
due  to  individual  initiative,  tlie  desire  of  sonic  needy  noble 
or  daring  youn^^er  son  to  carve  out  for  himself  an  estate  on 
the  virgin  continent,  where  land  was  to  he  had  for  the  askin|(. 
The  first  form  of  the  colonizing  charter,  therefore,  was  a  fief, 
hut  a  fief  of  a  siH?cial  tyiK»,  that  known  as  a  county  palatine, 
suitable  to  outlyinj^   i>ortions   of   the   kingdom,   where  the 
exigencit^s  of  defense*  and  protection  needed  a  j^overnmeal 
almost  sovereijfn,  trannneled  l)ut  little  by  the  central  ix)wer- 
Such  were  the  counties  palatine  of  Chester  and  Durham,  an«3 
under  a  chartcM-  gnmting  a  fief  of  this  tyjXi  Cabot  starte^^ 
forth  on  his  discoveries.     In  15J*8  the  palatinate  charter  wi 
revived  for  Sir  Humphrey  (lilbert,  who  had  authority  to  set 
tie  and  t^overn  the  lands  he  should  discover,"  and  llaleigh': 
lost  colony  of  Roanoke  was  a  proprietorship  in  embryo. 

As  the  fief  was  familiar  to  the  landed  proprictoi>s,  so  waj- 
the  trading  company  to  the  merchants.*  The  earliest  com- 
pany organized  in  Kngland  for  the  foreign  trade  grew  up  in 
the  liow  Countries,  and  had  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction 
over  its  own  servants.  In  ir>r>4-  it  was  incorporated  under  a 
charter  as  "The  Fellowship  of  Merchants  Adventurertf,'" and 
its  seat  was  removed  to  Hamburg.  Closely  following  this 
model,  the  Eastland  Company  (157!0  and  the  Levant  or  Turkey 
Company  (15S1)  were  incorponitcd.  The  Kast  India  Com- 
IMUU'  (1()00)  was  established  not  only  for  trade,  but  for  *'the 
discovery  of  lands,  isles,  territories,  dominions,  and  seig- 
niories unknown,  and  not  Iwfore  the  late  adventure  bj  sea  or 
navigation  commonly  freciuented."*^ 

The  charl(Ms  of  both  these  colonizing  agencies  liad  certain 
marked  <*haracteristics  that  det(?rmined  the  course  of  institu- 
tional development  in  Amcricji.  The  term  charter  (carta) 
wiLs  originally  applied  to  the  piece  of  parchment  upon  which 
the  instrument  was  written.     In  the  later  lioman  Empire  and 

aSn-  rrincc  Stwiriy  l'uhli«'nli«iii.-.  ^ir  Iliiniplin'.v  (tyllMTti*  (lUistciii,  1908),  pp.  95-102. 

h  All  intoix'stiii^  link  lii-twi-i'ii  tlio  tw<»clasM-*<  of  churtrrs  is  that  (rnmtcd  to  the  Earl  of 
SouthniniitoTi  in  Idio.  csttihlixlitii^'  ii  li«:hiiii;  (■(•iii|iiiiiy,  Imt  with  feiiturcfi  of  a  fl«f.  S«v 
"Attfiiipt.*.  lit  ('oIoiiiziiiL'  N<'U'  Kiiu'l:iinl,  Mii-i'hiiiit  .VdvfiitiHvr*  t»f  Brislol,"  in  Amer. 
Hist.  Kvw.  July.  l^w. 

''('InnHi'  frmii  the  i-luirirr  of  tli<>  Miw-nvy  C<iiii[Hiiiy.  Iliikliiyt.  (%)lli'Vtion  of  Early 
Voyi»;:i'«  iLotHlnii.  in-w  r<l..  IML'..  I.i'«'i7.  Tin-  lili'mtiirc  nil  chartfred  ctdonlvri  Inlarin'. 
Tlu*  folli>\vnii:  nn'  Mi^ccstivc  \\i>rk'>:  Wallis.  "tjirly  ntlouial  conhlitiitioii!}.**  in  KnyHl 
HiMoriciil  S«j«-irty  'I  niii^ariinii",  in-w  -«.ri»->.  X.  J'*'.*^:  H<»iiimssit'iix,  1am  Urandiw  CAiin- 
iwirnii-s  tlr  riiniiiuTco  iruri<-,  i.s'Mj):  Kki-tioii.  Short  lli^^tury  of  Hritiiib  Colonial  l\>IIcy 
(I^nUuii.  IvjT). 


■    THB   AMERIOAIT   OOLOWrAL   CHARTER.  198 

tho  Konmn  Church  it  pmdually  came  to  Mignify  the  deed  or 
iri»trunient  itself.     Introduced  into  England  through  ecclesi- 
astical ftgoneies,  a  charter,  hy  its  greater  importiince.  although 
frequently  used   interfhatigcahly  with  deed  or  patent,  soon 
l»eciinn'  differentiated,  and  was  usually  concerned  with  a  grant 
of    land,  although   Magna  Chartu   and  charters  of   pardons 
rpniind  one  that  the  chief  eigniticance  of  the  term  was  the 
grant  of  privileges.     Hobbes  says,  "Charters  are  donations 
of  tlie  sovereign,  and  not  laws,  hut  exemptions  from  law."" 
C    In  the  charter  of  the  palatinate  fief,  the  source  of  goveru- 
/ n:»eiit  and  authority  was  the  proprietor,  to  whom  were  granted 
the   jurisdictions,  liberties,  imninnities.  regalities,  and  fran- 
chises which  were  enjoyed  by  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  includ- 
ing the  right  to  grant  lands,  ap|)oint  officers,  erect  tribunals, 
ef^tal>lish  militia,  control  the  church,  incorpoi-ate  towns,  desig- 
ra^te  ports,  and  atisess  customs,  in  return  for  wiiich  he  was  to 
j->«-otcct  the  colony,  turn  over  one-tifth  of  all  precious  metals 
d  iBcovered.  and  yield  allegiance  to  the  Crown.     The  form  of 
gr*^>vernment,  in  other  woi-ds,  was  to  be  monarchical,  proceed- 
i»»^  from  the  proprietor  downward  to  the  colony.     The  one 
cl»  cck  upon  this  almost  unlimited  authority  of  the  proprietor 
'v-sis  the  legislative  assembly,  which  he  was  to  constitute  "  by 
a- rid  with  the  assent,  advice,  and  approbation  of-the  freemen 
o"f    paid   province."      Probably  this  was   intended   to  act  in 
**:>iiie  measure  like  a  county  court,  and  beeome  the  means  of 
F*«jblication  and  promulgation  of  laws,  and  of  a.saessing  taxes; 
I***!  under  the   pressure  of  American   social   democracy,  it 
<*^^YcIoped  into  an  organ  of  popular  expression  and  the  seat 
**f  resistance  to  the  proprietor's  power.     As  the  chief  purpose 
(•■f    the  proprietary  charter  wa*i  to  found  a  landed  estate,  the 
''t»tute  of  "quia  eniptore-s"  was  in  every  ca.se  suspended  and 
tH^  proprietor  given  the  power  of  erecting  manors,  of  selling 
"■r»<l  alienating  lands.     The  proprietary,  therefore,  was  a  vast 
«tate,  and  the  relation  lietween  the  colonists  and  the  head  of 
the  province  was  complicated,  because  of  this  twofold  relation 
governor  and  governed,  landlord  and  tenant. 
The  charters  grant^-d  lo  I'orpurations  provided  for  two  sorts 
of  government,  that  of  the  company  itself,  with  its  courts, 
ofBeers.  and   freemen;  and  that  for   the   colony  established 

<■  Hobbes,  Lpvlethnn  <ed,  of  18391,  p.  Z76. 
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within  their  jurisdiction.  With  regard  to  the  latter  the 
powers  of  the  corporations  were  even  greater  than  those  of 
proprietors,  since  each  company  had  full  authority  to  nom- 
inate oflScers  for  its  colon}',  to  ordain  its  laws,  to  pardon, 
govern,  and  rule  all  subjects  who  should  adventure  there,  so 
that  the  laws  ordained  be  not  ''contrarie  to  the  I^aw^es  of  this 
our  realm  of  England." 

The  charters  issued  to  companies  for  purposes  of  trade 
differ  from  the  proprietary  charters  issued  to  create  an  estate 
chiefly  by  the  former's  regulations  for  commerce,  and  by  its 
internal  regulations.  As  far  as  the  English  administrators 
were  concerned,  the  colonies  founded  by  corporations  were  as 
far  removed  from  their  sphere  of  action  as  were  those  founded 
by  proprietors;  the  difference  between  a  single  proprietor,  or 
a  company  of  proprietors,  was  not  of  consecjuence  to  the 
English  official.  Indeed,  several  of  the  later  proprietaries 
were  governed  by  boards — for  example,  Carolina  and  the 
Bahamas.  The  main  feature  was  that  the  colony,  while 
owing  allegiance  to  the  Crown,  was  removed  from  its  direct 
jurisdiction  by  the  inmnmities  granted  by  the  charter.^ 

CHAKTKRH   BEFORE  THE   RESTORATION. 

• 

The  period  of  the  early  Stuarts  was  one  of  frequent  grants 
of  charters  both  to  corporations  and  proprietors.  For  a  lib- 
eral prince,  such  as  each  Stuart  wished  to  seem,  nothing  was 
easier  than  to  divide  up  unknown  lands  in  this  lavish  fashion. 
If  the  enterprise  succeeded  it  redounded  to  the  glory  and 
extension  of  the  monarchy;  if  it  failed,  the  prince  was  none 
the  worse.  It  was  a  convenient  method  of  rewarding  cour- 
tiers, paying  obligations,  and  dispensing  favors  at  little  or 
no  pecuniary  cost.  Therefore,  when  the  colonizing  era  once 
began,  the  entire  continent  of  North  America  and  the  outly- 
ing islands  were  soon  parceled  out  into  fiefs  for  the  noblemen 
of  the  court. 

In  1623  Lord  Baltimore  received  a  grant  of  a  portion  of 
Newfoundland,  where  he  attempted  to  found  the  colony  of 
Avalon,  as  an  asylum  for  Romanists;  but  the  climate  proving 
too  bleak  for  their  ardor,  he  was  compensated  by  a  grant  of 

a  \h  an  evidence  of  the  attitude  of  the  English  administrative  office  the  papers  of  ccr 
tain  eolonies  are  elHssified  in  the  Colonial  office a«  '*  Proprieties,"  includixkg  botii corpora- 
tion and  proprietary  colonies. 
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Maryland  (1631!).     Nova  Scotia  wat^  granted  to  Sir  Williuiii 
Alexander  in  16^1.  and  altbough  the  Fi'pnch  claim  to  prior 
occupation  was  conceded  hy  the  Treaty  of  St.  Geniiain  in 
163a.  Alexander's  rights  were  purchased  by  the  French  pro- 
prietors.    In  1«29  Sir  Kohert  Heath,  the  king's  attorney-gen- 
oi-al.  ohtuined  a  charter  for  Carolana  (thu  district  south  of 
Virginia);  Imt,  the  colony  failing,  he  disposed  of  his  patent  to 
the  Earl  of  Arundel.     Part  of  thi.-<  was  afterwards  merged  in 
Carolina:   hut  Daniel  Cox  twught  up  the  southern  portion, 
for  which  he  never  obtained  loyal  coiitirmation.     Sir  Feitli- 
nando  Gorges,  chief  mover  in  the  Plymouth  council,  secured 
a  royal  cimrter  for  his  share  of  the  coriwration's  lands,  which 
bf  eret^ted  into  the  proprietorship  of  Maine,  and  for  it  estah- 
lif^hed  a  local  govoiTimcnt  in  ItHi).     That  this  did  not  prove 
to   l)e  another   large  American   lief   was   doubtless  due   to 
Cjroi^es's  preoccupation  with  the  political  troubles  in  Eng- 
l»».»id.     The  rights  of  his  heirs  were  purchased  by  Ma^sachu- 
lotts  in  1677.     The  long  chain  of  islands  off  the  Caribbean 
^«^,  on  which  some  small  English  settlements  had  been  made, 
'%'«'re  jHitenled  to  the  VJav]  of  Carlisle  in  IKST."     Although  the 
t*  »¥nch  made  good  their  prior  claim  to  some  of  the  islands, 
t-^aarlisle  instituted  a  pi-oprietary  government  for  Barbados, 
'^fcifh  existed   until    1663.     But  two  of  these  fiefs,   Mary- 
'^.nd  and  Barliados,  developed  into  permanent  colonial  gov- 
'-*"i)ments.     For  the  purpose  of  colony  founding,  therefore, 

re  proprietary  charter  proved  less  efficacious  than  the  charter 
^nizing  a  corporation. 
In  16(16  James  I  issued  a  charter  which  is  unique  in  that  it 
established  two  councils,  not  companies,  one  at  London  for 
»  i  rginia.  the  other  at  Plymouth  for  the  northern  territory  in 
'Vrnerica.  Both  councils,  however,  received  inooi-poration  by 
"leans  of  later  and  more  adequate  patents.  That  for  the 
'-•♦uiidon  Comjmny  was  issued  in  ItiUD,  creating  the  "Treasurer 
«-ii<l  Company  of  Adventurers  and  Planters  of  theCity  of 
l-*c»iidoD,  for  the  first  colony  of  Virginia,"  and  giving  them 

oTIiFVKilliilliie  policy  nf' 
I  K»rl  iif  MRribocniurh  hsil  a 
t-to*  an  tnnultj-  of  £300.  Lite 
I  TTIniiUd,  Tabngo.  Bnrbudtw, 
f  tevokwl.  The  Icmwot  Car 
*'l,.Ciil(iiiduStatuPHpen.Ci 
'    l.M,se. 


Ihli 

han,..r.    "Tlie 

mil 

<»«!  ivilh  him 

Hon 

nlK 

t  Bii 

llBiu 

™.    SalMhury, 

(Lonilon.  lieO-l«J2.} 

1 


196  AMERICAN    HISTORICAL    ASSOCIATION. 

rights  of  managing  the  affairs  of  the  company,  an  well  as 
rights  of  government  for  the  colony  they  had  planted.  In 
1612  a  third  charter  enlarged  their  boundaries  by  the  grant 
of  all  islands  within  300  leagues  of  the  coast.  These  were  sur- 
rendered, however,  three  years  later,  upon  the  incorporatiou 
of  the  Bi^rmuda  Company,  which  had  purchased  the  London 
Company's  rights  to  the  islands. 

Under  the  second,  or  Plymouth  council,  a  colony  had  bee^^ 
attempttnl  on  the  coast  of  Maine.     After  its  failure  the  pro^ 
meters  of  the  enterprise  sought  and  obtained,  in  1620,  a  charted 
from  King  James,  making  them  a  l>ody  corporate  by  the  nam^ 
of  the  Council  for  New  England,  with  full  rights  of  govem^ — 
ment  over  the  territory  between  the  fortieth  and  forty -eighths 
degree  of  north  latitude.     The  ix)licy  of  the  council  for  Ne^''^ 
Knghmd  was  to  make  two  sorts  of  grants,  one  to  small  planters  ^ 
with  (juit-rent  titles,  and  one  with  jwwers  of  government  to   - 
those  undertaking  to  plant  a  large  colony.     The  Plymouth 
colony  secured  a  jmtent  of  the  latter  kind  from  the  council 
for  New  England,  but  it  was  never  confirmed  by  the  Crown. 
The  Massachusetts  Hay  Company,  more  fortunate,  secured  a 
royal  clmrti^r  of  incorponition  in  1629.     The  council  for  New 
England  niad(».  a  s(»cond  attempt  to  plant  a  colony  under  Robert 
(lorges  in  1628,  but  its  plans  for  colonies  proved  abortive  and 
it  finally  came  into  disfavor  with  Parliament.     Thereupon  sev- 
(»ral  of  the  incorporators  ]>ecame  dissatisfied  and  withdrew. 
The  company  maintiiined  a  desultory  existence  until  1635, 
when  it  voluntarily  resigned  its  chartt^r  to  the  King.      Still 
another  ''Governor  and  Com  pan}'"  were  incorporated  the  year 
after  that  of  Massachusetts  Bav  for  the  islands  of  Providence, 
Henrietta,  et^. ,  off  the  Mosquito  coast.     The  E^rl  of  Warwick 
was  the  leader  in  this  entei-prise,  which  maintained  a  colony 
for  nearly  eleven  years,  when  it  was  expelled  by  the  Spanish. 
In  time  this  claim  led  to  the  title  to  British  Honduras. 

The  process  by  which  a  corporation  government  developed 
into  a  corporation  colony  was  long  and  complicated.**  Neither 
Virginia  nor  BtMinuda  attain(Hl  this  tvpe  of  government.  The 
chief  feature  of  the  Virginian  colony  was  the  grant  of  an 
elective  Ic^gislature  by  the  officers  of  the  company,  while 
under  Puritan  control.     In  I^»rmuda,  the  colony  also  secured 

'•Sec  Oj^ckxI.  "The  corporatioD  a«  a  type  of  colonial  K'>vemment,"  Political  Science 
(Quarterly,  1896:  Ameiican  Colonies  in  the  Seventeenth  Century,  pp.  141-870. 


Wn  legislatui'e,  but  won  doniiriHtPii  Uy  tlio  r<inipan_v*s  uttit-iah. 
O11I.V  in  Masswhasetttt  Buy  did  tlip  trunsplantation  of  the 
coiiiiwny.  and  itw  Klpntilii-alion  with  the  colony,  devslop  a 
comnionwoalth  out  of  a  tmdinff  ooin(mny.  and  Hnialt^mate 
tlip  interests  of  the  proprietors  and  tin;  colony, 

TLp  only  methods  hy  which  lOngliHh  colonies  in  fact  came 
under  the  direct   administration  of  the  royal  ofHcialis  were 
eitlier  conquest  of  a  colony  settled  by  another  power,  or  the 
Iap»e  of  a  charter.      Instances  of  Iwth  these  occurrences  in 
the  early  ^loriod  of  Atiiericaii  colonisation  had  marked  elfectH 
upon  its  later  history.     The  lavish  ffi-antingof  chart^^rs  came 
to  an  end  for  lack  of  sovereijjn  power  and  opportunity." 
Even  Viefore  164ii,  when  this  occurcd,  attempts  had  lieen  made 
t:o  vacate  the  charters  of  both  the  companies  that  had  founded 
ntaiDland  colonies,  not  from  any  hostility  to  charters  tliem- 
selves,  hut  rather  from  opposition  to  the  political  party  whose 
ineiubers  were  prominent  in  those  corporations.     The  liondon 
CoinpBDv,  a.s  well  as  thwt  of  Massai-husetts  Bay,  was  composed 
of  Puritan  gentlemen.     The  leaders  of  the  former  l>cing  more 
jjroniinent,  and  their   opposition  to  the  royal  policy  more 
marked,  it  lost  its  charter  fii-st.     The  courts  were  ordered  to 
enter  a  writ  of  ••quo  wari-anto"  agaiii--4t  the  patent  of  the 
London  Company,  and  upou  its  successful  prosecution  in  1024 
the  colony  of  Virginia  fell  under  the  direct  government  of 
the  King  as  a  kind  of  royal  proprietor.     The  continuance  of  a 
legislative  assembly  in  the  colony  seems  not  to  have  lieen  in- 
tended.     On   the  contrary,  the  King  wished  to  rule  by  an 
nppointive  governor  and  council.     But  on  petition  from  the 
wilonists  the  a.ssembly  was  reinstated  *^a  fact  of  great  im- 
]»rta»ce  to  American  constitutional  history.     Hereafter  there 
was.  from  the  standpoint  of  the  English  administrator,  a  new 
ty|)e  of  colonial  government,  that,  namely,  under  the  direct 
control  of  the  Crown.     Nevertheless,  no  regular  organs  of 
colonial  administration  were  yet  developed,  and  the  atfairs  of 
s  royal  colonies  were  an  undifferentiated  part  of  the  business 
t  the  privy  council- 

L  The  attack  on  the  charter  of  the  northern  colony  was  de- 
lved until  1635,  when  the  '-quo  warranto"  entered  against  it 
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nari'owly  failed  of  success,  aiut  tlie  colony,  by  judicious  ne^  -r^- 
lect,  was  left  to  d(^v(^lop  its  institutions  unhindered.  ThM!  ho 
Bermuda  Conn)an y  and  the  proprietaries  were  also  unmolested  od 
for  a  time. 

The  heritage  of  the  protectorate  and  of  the  gfrowth  of  tM"    he 
sea  power  of  England,  was  seveml  colonies  added  by  conque;"   .=  st. 
Jamaica,  the  most  important  of  these,  remained  under  mi'    mili- 
tary  rule  until   the  reign  of  Charles  II;  but    plans  for  m:     its 
organization  under  civil  authority  were  drawn  by  the  pnrtf — ^rv 
tor\s  sttttesmen,  and  the  new  King,  instead  of  reversing  the>rr=  ^so. 
confirmed  CromwelPs  governor,  and  instituted  an  assembly    — win 
1664.     The  ac(juisition  of  New  Netherland  the  same  year  w-^^^^vas 
an  unforseen  consequence  of  the  Dutch  wars.     It  formed  t-z^  the 
connecting  link  between  the  north(M*n  and  southern  colonit^  m   ies. 

IH)ST-KE8T()KATI()N'   <JRA.VTS. 

With  the  restoration  began  a  new  series  of  lavish  gi'anM^:«'nts, 
lx)th  proprietary  and  corporation.  Of  all  the  Stuarts,  Char  —  m:  rles 
II  was  the  most  lordly  dispenser.  The  newly -conquered  N»  "S^Kcw 
Netherland  was  granted  like  a  royal  appanage  to  his  brothM  zher 
of  York,  the  Carolines  and  Hahamas  to  his  favorite  courtie^-^n^prs, 
and  Pennsylvania  to  the  powerful  Quaker,  William  Penn.  In 

1662,  also,  the  outlying  colony  of  Connecticut,  an  offsh^  oot 
from  Massachusetts  Hay,  succeeded  in  securing  a  royal  ch  ^miar- 
ter,  drawn  up  by  its  agent,  Winthrop,  on  the  model  of  that^Bo/ 

the  mother  colony;  and  the  next  year  the  dissenting  colon\ 'of 

Rhode  Island  obtained  a  similar  favor.     The  coiporations  tlK^n> 
chartered  immediately  became  commonwealths,  because   "^he 
companies  consisted  of  their  own  memliers,  i*esident  in    '^he 
colonies.     Th<»  companies  were  created  for  the  purpose.'^^    of 
government,  and  not  for  trade  and  adventure;  their  chart ^^rs 
thus  differed  from  all  others  yet  ivssued,  except  that  of  Rhc:>^^- 
Island  in  1643.     In  IMti  that  iK)i-tion  of  the  Carlisle  gra*"^ 
which  covered  the  Barbados  was  revoked  at  the  instance      *  '^ 
the  inhabitants.     Thus  three  colonies — Virginia,  Jamaica,  ^»'*^^ 
Barbados  -lav  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Crown.     Therm*"^' 
forward  until  the  last  years  of  Charles  II  onl}'  one  event      *  ^" 
volving  chartered  colonies  need  be  mentioned.     This  was    '•t-*^^ 
incorporation,  in  1670,  of  the  IIudson\s  I^y  Company,  atiT^** 
ing  concern  on  the  Virginia  model  formed  to  exploit  thegE**^* 
northland  not  yet  under  (Ik^  dominion  of  any^ Christian  priB"*^  ^trc- 
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^p  Th(^  .success  uf  tlio  great*'!'  proprietery  cijloiiins  wni*  such 
thnt  the  pHvy  council  ami  later  thi>  Board  of  Ti-udu  and 
Flatitutions  wure  l»eset  with  petitions  from  persons  Holioiting 
the  grant  of  nfw  fiefs.  Peun  wa»  the  last  individual,  how- 
ever, who  received  the  grant  of  governmental  power-s.  But 
raei'e  proprietary  grantu  wei-e  still  made.  Thus  in  1691,  Sir 
John  lloskins  obtained  one  for  the  islands  of  Trinidad,  Assun- 
eion,  and  Martin  Vaz."  But  the  powers  of  government  were 
carefully  reserved,  and  the  charter  hore  no  resemblance  to  the 
earlier  fief.  A  .simitar  proprietary  charter  was  granted  in 
17^2  to  the  Earl  of  Montague  for  St.  Lucia  and  St.  Vincent, 
but  the  government  was  to  be  under  the  charge  of  the  i-oyal 
governor  itt  Barbados.*  In  1718  Sir  Robert  Montgomery 
obtained  a  gi-ant  from  the  proprietoi-s  of  Carolina  for  a  large  ■ 
tract  of  land  south  of  that  colony.  He  applied  to  the  Crown 
for  confirmation  of  his  title,  with  the  purpose  of  founding  a 
new  proprietary,  to  be  kown  asAzilia.  The  attorney -general 
gave  an  opinion  that  the  jxiwevs  of  government  granted  to 
the  proprietors  of   Carolina  could  not  thus  be  divided  and 

^Jienafed,  and  the  plan  came  to  nothing.'' 
An  entirely  original  grant  was  that  given  to  OglethorjH'  for 
lis  eleemoayuary  scheme  in  Georgia.    The  governmental  fea- 
ures  of  this  charter  were  carefully  guarded;  laws  ordained  by 
the  trustees  for  the  colony  were  subject  to  the  royal  veto;  the 
appointment  of   the   governor  was  required   to   have  royal 
^■W>pi'oval:  after  twenty-one  years  the  province  was  to  revert 
^^■D  the  Crown. 

^■^  Shortly  after  the  French  and  Indian  war,  the  idea  of  pro- 

^^prietary  colonies  was  revived  for  the  stretch  of  land  known 

^Bs  the  "back  country."     The  proposed  colony  of  Vandalia 

^Hbud  many  supportei-s  and  was  ahout  to  receive  a  royal  patent 

■when    the   troubles   preliminary   to   the   Revolution    Iwgan. 

•Just  iH'fore  the  Revolution,  also,  Richard  Henderson  of  North 

Carolina  attempted  to  found  a  Kentucky  proprietary  known  as 

"Transylvania."  but  the  title  was  merely  liased  on  an  Indian 

purchase,  and  <[uickly  lapsed.    These  attempts  are  interesting. 

aTliew  Ulanilii  bulrig  in  llii^  povi'salon  of  Spulii,  llii^  pnipiielnry  gnnt  nn'  wnrlhlewi. 

0  Uic  flrUlsti  Crowii  In  Itm. 
tftis  eolonr  ""l  "Ul  *»■  unalipcealul.  •nd  Ihesc  talandi  Miiiirnliod  luirtrr  Krench 
Buisl  nnUl  after  Uie  p«iu»  of  AatitiuiiiwJi. 

Cb.  of  T,  Ripen.  Pmia,  (J,.  l*fl,  I8n.  Thi>  latter  iJupiT  bran  ujiun  Ihe  Briltsli  alleinpl 
pcOloniurat  [hpmniilh  uf  Die  MInlwIppL  Src  tUw  KhhUdhid  MatiiiH'rl|i(a  (Bwlleliiii 
-       f.Oxlord).  A.-IOSii. 
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however,  as  showinj^  that  whenever  waste  lands  came  within 
the  range  of  settlement  the  speculative  temper  turned  at  once 
to  the  idea  of  founding  a  proprietary  with  the  immediate  right 
of  government."  • 

HrBINKErDATION. 

The  question  of  succevssion  to  the  rights  of  a  proprietoic^ 
ship  became  complicated  as  time  passed.     The  laws  of  inheC"^' 
tance  provided  for  tlie  descent  of  an  estate,  but  some  of  it^^ 
proprietors  wished  to  dispose  of  all  or  part  of  their  fiefs,  hf^ 
the  question  of  subinfeudation  arose.     We  have  seen  that  tP""^^ 
charters  suspended  the  writ  of  ""quia  emptores,"  but  t\^    ^^ 
question  of  what  share  of  the  rights  and  regalities  might  1^--^ 
disposed   of    was  a   troublesome   one.     The   New  Englan^   ^ 
council  in  U>28  divided  all  its  lands  into  twenty  parts,  an«^  ^ 
again,    on   its  dissolution  in  1(J35,   it  parceled  out  its   vas   ^"^ 
domain  among  (»ight  m(Mnl)ers.     Only  (forges  succeeded  iir  "^^ 
getting  his  share  confirmed  by  the  Crown;  and  when  the^^^ 
heirs  of  th(*  New  Hampshire  portion  claimed  governmental  »^ 
rights,  the  English  courts  decided  the  case  against  them,  and,      -^ 
in  1()79,  the  territory  in  <|uestion  was  organized  into  a  fourth 
ro\'al  province.*    The  island  of  Barbados  was  leased  by  the 
heirs  of  Carlisle  to  I^ord  Willoughby  for  twenty-one  years, 
with  the  rights  of  government  included.     The  English  author- 
ities not  only  acquiesced  in  Willoughby's  governorship,  but, 
upon  the  revocation  of  the  chaiter  (1663),  granted  him  an 
indemnity  for  the  seven  years  of  the  lease  j'etto  run/ 

The  most  noted  examples  of  subinfeudation  under  a  pro- 
prietary charter  are  those  of  the  Jerseys  and  the  three 
counties  on  the  Delaware.  The  Duke  of  York,  in  1664,  gave 
a  patent  for  the  J(>rse\'s  to  lx)rds  Carteret  and  Berkeley,  '*in 
as  full  and  ample  manner  as  the  same  is  granted  to  the  said 
Duke  of  York."  Tpon  this  authorization  the  proprietors 
not  only  assumed  the  powers  of  government  for  themselves, 
but  sold  and  disposed  of  the  same.  The  later  forfeiture  of 
the  proprictiiry  rights  in  the  Jerseys  turned  largely  on  the 

"Turner  "WfMteni  State  Making."  Amer.  Hist.  Rev..  1895:  Alden,  " New QoTernments 
west  of  the  Alh^hiMiies  before  1780."  in  Univ.  of  Wis.  Bulletin,  Hist.  Series,  ii.  No.  1  (Madi- 
M)n,  1x97).  The  Vanrlaliu  government  was  a  limited  proprietary;  the  officials  were  to  be 
paid  by  the  eompany.  but  ap(M)int(Hl  by  the  Crown.  Among  the  other  proposals  for  colo- 
nies the  eoriM)ration  idea  itrevailed;  .several  weretolM>  like  MaAsachuaetts or  Connecticut. 

hCttl.  Col.  Slate  Papers.  1C77-.SO.  No.  1015. 

<^ThiH  was  tlie  origin  of  the  well-known  4\  per  cent  <!uty. 
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legality  of  thru-  artion  in  puttin^r  the  province  in  the  umrkiH. 
In  spite  of  the  fat^t  that  the  Dukn  of  York  bad  cimfirmfd  the 
claims  of  the  purchaj^ei'K  they  were  held  to  he  without 
govern  men  tjil  rights.  IVhiware  was  in  like  maimer  imlen- 
tured  to  Penn,  by  the  ftanie  royal  grantor,  in  1682,  and  the 
proprietor  of  Pennttylvania  hud  u  long  struggle  over  this 
portion  of  his%-ast  efitat*'," 

Thus  we  see  that  the  aeventeenth  century  was  the  great 
e]XK'h  of  rharter-gmnting  for  the  pnrpose  of  planting 
eolonie-s.  There  are  two  distinet  pi'riod.s.  The  first,  that  of 
the  earlier  Stuarts,  was  followed  by  a  brief  reaetion,  during 
which  tbeeharter  of  the  London  (.'uinpany  fell,  and  that  of 
Massachusetts  was  atlaeked.  No  more  gi-anti  were  made 
until  the  Restomtion,  when  the  se<'ond  period  began.  The 
reaction  that  followed  the  second  pt^riod  was  iiiucli  more 
marked,  and  atti'nded  with  nmeh  greater  i-eHults  for  the 
history  of  Amerii^n  institutional  growth.  It  begins  with 
thu  attack  of  kings  Charles  II  and  .lames  II  on  the  liberal 
in!^titutions  of  the  English  constitution,  and  continued  (o 
influence  the  administrative  policy  of  the  home  government 
even  after  the  revolution  of  16SS. 


U|)on  the  downfall  of  .Shaftslmry  and  the  failure  of  the 
exclusion  hill  in  Parliament,  Charles  II  dtscerntd  that  the 
cenleiii  of  the  opposition  were  the  borough.'*,  and  that  while 
he  could  control  the  imrliamentary  representation  of  the  shires 
through  the  sheriff.s  the  nmnici])alities  were  intrenched 
>H>hind  their  charters.  He  alsw  perceived  that  an  active 
center  of  Puritan  theocracy,  with  a  church  not  affe<^ted  by 
the  (est  act,  and  a  magistracy  strictly  resisting  his  orders, 
was  pixjtected  by  the  charter  of  Massai^'hu setts  Bay,  HI« 
attention  had  t>eon  called  to  the  independent  attitude  of  that 
Commr)nwealth  immediately  after  his  return  to  the  throne  by 
its  action  in  shielding  regicides.  Before  the  conquest  of  New 
Netberland,  therefore,  he  sent  oi:t  a  commisaion  of  four  mem- 
bers to  adjust  the  affairs  of  the  colonies.  This  commi.ssion, 
failing  to  secure  the  consent  of  the  Massachusetts  authorities 
to  take  over  appeals,  made  a  report  to  the  King  that  evoked 
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from  him  a  storn  re})iiko  for  the  nH'alcitrant  colony,  and  an 
order  to  send  aj^oiits  to  Enj^land  to  answer  for  their  conduct. 
The  policy  of  Massachusetts  Ikmh^  to  temporize,  they  replied 
with  an  address  to  the  King;  and  the  matter  rested  for  ten 
years.     In  167H  the  dispute  over    the  Mason  and  Gorges'*^ 
claims  to  the  territory  north  of  Massachusetts,  over  which  ^^ 
was  exercising  sovereignty,  became  acrimonious,  and  it  w*^ 
suggested  that  Edward  Randolph  l>e  sent  over  as  a  specif 
agent  to  press  the  proprietary   rights  and  to  report  on  tl:^'^ 
condition  of  the  colony.     Randolph  was  received  with  scar'^ 
courtesy  by  the  Massachusetts  magisti*ates;  his  requests  an     ^ 
demands  were  ignored,  and  his  just  authority'  was  slightec^^* 
Sorelv  did  the  <*olony  have  cause  to  rue  the  enmitv  of  this  on^   ^^ 
man.     His  was  a  mind  to  which  system  and  order  seemed  ths^   ^^ 
puii)OS(»  and  end  of  government.     To  his  thought  duty  anc 
justice  consisted  in  scrupulous  conformity  to  the  letter  of 
law.     lie  had  an  enthusiasm  for  the  English  system  of  trade, 
and  a  consistent  policy  of  making  the  colonies  subserve  the 
prosperity  of  the*  mother  country.     Charters  stood   in   the 
way  of  uniformity  and  vigor  in  the  trade  system,  as  well  as 
of  other  measures  of  the  English  administrative  polic3\     The 
simplest  plan  would  }>e  to  get  rid  of  the  charters,  when  sys- 
tematic management  of  the  colonies  for  the  benefit  of  Eng- 
land might  be   undertaken.     Of    all    the  colonies    shielded 
l>ehind  charters,  Massachusetts  had  been  the  most  lax  and 
culpable,  both  with  regard  to  the  acts  of  ti*ade  and  to  the 
administrative  plans  of  the  Government.     Since  this  cx>lony 
was  already  in  disfavor  with  the  English  authorities,  it  would 
not  be  difficult  to  bring  about  the  revocation  of  its  charter  at 
an  early  date.'' 

On  Rimdolph's  return  to  England  after  his  first  mission  his 
plans  were  already  matured  for  this  purpose,  and  a  series  of 
charges  was  presented  to  the  privy  council  and  laid  before  the 
King.*  The  Massachusetts  agents  who  had  l)een  sent  over  to 
attend  to  the  Mason  and  Gorges  claims  were  astounded. 
They  declared  that  they  had  no  authority  to  reply  to  any  such 
charges  without  consultation  with  the  officere  of  the  colony. 
Meanwhile  Randolph  was  sent  back  to  Boston  as  inspector  of 

«Iri  HWt  Randolph  wrote,  "I  have  worked  nine  years  to  bring  the  gOTcmment  of 
Boston  to  a  rejf Illation,  and  have  attended  the  prosecution  of  their  charter,  against  which 
judgment  is  now  entere<l."    Cnl.  Col.  State  l'ap<'r>j.  ir».Sl-K;'>:  1931. 

^Cal,  Col.  State  Papers,  ir,77-ir,S(),  in^l,  295. 
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cimtouia  for  Mint  port.  Hi'  bccuiiu'  irivolvod  in  difliiul tit's 
lyer  the  enforcoiueiit  of  (lie  rcgiilations  for  eoinmerce,  uiul 
ras  more  thaii  ever  conviiir«d  of  llie  neceasitv  of  Miibduing 
!hU  haughty  colony  to  the  King's  immediate  rule.  On  his 
return  to  England  a  soc'ond  tim«,  in  order  to  prosecute  the 
wise  against  the  colony,  additional  chaises  were  laid.  In 
particular  it  was  asserted  that  a  number  of  the  laws  of  the 
colonial  legislature  were  contmrv  to  those  of  England." 
IV'tTiuso  of  the  irregularities  thus  urged  against  the  colony. 
and  its  inaliility  to  justify  itself  in  the  eyes  of  the  King,  who 
had  already  entered  upon  his  opposition  to  the  charterw 
of  the  Kngliiih  municipalities,  a  "quo  warranto"  was  issued 
against  the  charter  of  the  compivny  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in 
l(i81,  and  Ittindolph  wa.s  deputed  to  serve  the  writ,  at  the 
ttame  time  being  commissioned  anditor  and  surveyor  of  cus- 
toms for  all  the  northern  district  of  North  America.  The 
e  of  the  ralony  was  desperate.  Its  agents  reported  that 
nly  choice  lay  Ijetween  volunt*iry  submission  and  the 
rocesBes  of  the  courts.  The  London  and  Beniiuda  charteis 
*imd  been  vacated  by  "quo  warmntos."  and  there  was  no  hope 
that  Massachusetts  could  escape.  '"It  were  lietter,"  replied 
the  Massachusetts  general  court,  '"if  we  must  die.  to  perish 
hy  the  hands  of  others  than  our  own."  Voluntary  submission 
Ix'ing  thus  rejected,  the  case  was  continued  in  the  English 
courts.  The  time  limit  of  the  writ  that  Randolph  had  served 
having  expired  on  his  retuni,  the  case  was  ordered  to  1m? 
entered  in  chancery,  and  in  default  of  defense  the  charter  of 
Massachusetts  Buy  was  vacated  bj- a  "scire  facias"  Octol>er 
p«flS8,  16S4.'' 

^B  The  caee  of  the  Bernmdii  charter  shows  how  entirely  the 
Hnttitude  of  a  company  resident  in  England  corresponded  with 
^Hlljat  of  H  proprietary,  and  how  completely  it  contiusted  with 
that  of  a  corporation  organized  into  a  colony.  The  inhabit- 
auits  of  Bermuda  themselvo-s  made  the  complaints  sind  entered 
the  charges  against  the  company.  The  latter  bad  lieen  trying 
to  enforce  special  trade  regulations,  requiring  all  tobacco  to 
be  shipped  in  their  own  vessels,  and  fixing  the  price  at  which 
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it  should  be  sold.  The  planters  petitioned  for  redre88,  aud 
although  the  eoinimny  resisted,  their  charter  was  annulled  at 
the  same  time  Jis  that  of  London  in  1683.'' 

The  ground  having  thus  been  cleared  for  positive  reorgan- 
ization of  colonial  governments,  a  plan  was  discuss^ed  in  the 
autumn  of  1(584  for  a  united  government  for  all  New  £ngland, 
and   tiie  governor  chosen   was  Col.   Percy  Kirk,   later  of 
notoriety  in  suppressing  Monmouth^s  Revolt.     He  wa«  to  b^ 
commissioned  governor  of  New  Hampshire,  which  had  beei» 
organized  as  a  royal  province  in  1679;  of  Maine,  which  had 
devolved  uix)n  the  Crown  at  the  dissolution  of  the  Massachu- 
setts charter;  *  of  New  Plymouth,  as  ^'  having  no  legal  charter 
or  constitution;''  and  of  the  lately  reduced  province  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay.    The  report  continues:  ^'  Their  Lo"**.  doe  likewies 
observe  that  the  Colonys  of  Khode  Island  and  Connecticut 
are  governed  at  present  by  charters,  which  are  not  yet  vaitited 
})y  any  Proceedings  at  Law."    The  first  plan  for  the  govern- 
ment permitted  an  assembly,  which  was  later  stricken  out  at 
the  express  recjuest  of  the  King.**     Kirk  declined  to  undertake 
this  experiment  in  autocratic  goveriunent,  and  until  a  gov- 
ernor-general should  })e  chosen  Joseph  Dudley  was  commis- 
sioned president  of  the  council,  with  Randolph  as  secretary.*' 

As  the  sole  hindrance  to  the  consolidation  of  all  New  England 
was  furnished  by  the  charters  of  the  two  small  colonies  of 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  Randolph  went  out  armed 
with  '^juo  wari*antos"  to  serve  upon  both.  The  time  limit 
for  serving  the  writs  having  elai>sed  before  his  arrival  in  Bos 
ton,  he  endeavored  to  prevail  upon  these  colonies  to  offer  a 
voluntaiy  submission  to  the  King.  Rhode  Island,  feeling 
utterly  unable  to  stand  a  suit  at  law,  made  a  humble  address 
to  the  monarch  offering  its  government  to  his  royal  will  and 
pleasure.''  The  neighboring  colony  pursued  a  different  plan — 
attempted  to  gain  time  by  temporizing.  The  evil  day  of  revo- 
cation was  thus  put  off  for  nearly  two  years,  during  which 
three  '*quo  warrantos"'  were  successively  served  against  the 

'iCul.  Col.  Stair  PaiJors.  1<VS0-1()«5.  1277. 

Mbid.  19&5. 

«-  Colonial  Entry  Book.  J'ublio  Rc<(»r«l  Office  MfcfJ*.,  108.  '21,  35.  Cal.  Col.  State  Papeni. 
16S(Mr»85, 192S,    Kdwani  Randolph.  J'rince  Sm-ioty  Piiblifatlon.s  (Boston,  1898),  1, 244-247. 

</  Randolph  opiX).*it>d  Kirk's  appointnicnt  and  favort^l  Dudley's.  Mafw.  Hist.  Colls.,  4th 
series.  VIII,  225:  Prince  Society,  fldwanl  liandolph.  IV,  28.  Dudley's  commission  is  in 
Mass.  Hist,  Colls.,  l.st  series,  V.  244.  but  the  date  is  incontM't:  it  should  be  September  27, 
1685. 

'•Rho<le  Island  Colonial  Records  (Providence,  18.')«'>-1M>5).  Ill,  191. 


^Pbharter  and  a  numlwr  of  addresses  and  rpnioDstnince*  sent  to 
the  King.  Connectknit's  cwse  was  winiplicated  by  the  efforts 
of  Governor  Dongan  to  have  this  colony  annexed  to  his  gov- 
ernment of  New  York,  and  in  instructions  to  their  agent  the 
colony's  general  court  expressed  a  preference  for  union  with 
New  England,  if  the  integrity  of  the  colony  could  not  lie  main- 
tained." The  newly  chosen  governor-general,  Andi-oa,  ar- 
rived in  Boston  December  ao,  ltiS6.  In  the  following  March 
he  wrote  to  the  secretary  of  atate  that  "Connecticut  has  not 
tturrendered.  notwithstanding  another  writ  has  Iwen  .served 
upon  them,  the  significance  of  His  Majesty's  pleasure  and 
conmiand  to  me  for  them,  and  their  pretended  ioyaltj*'  and 
readiness  to  oljey."*  But  a  letter  which  the  colony  had  mean- 
while sent  to  the  English  authorities  woh  construed  by  them 
as  a  submission,  and  an  order  in  council  issued  for  Andros  to 
lake  over  the  government.'"  Thus  the  process  at  law  agninst 
the  o«ipon»tion  of  Connecticut  was  suspended.  Inscrilied  on 
the  Colonial  Record.^  is  this  significant  entry:  "Ilia  excellency. 
.S""  Edmond  Andross  Kn',  Capt.  (leiierall  &  Gov'  of  his  Ma"" 
■  Territorie  &  Dominion  in  New  England,  by  order  from  His 
^Hhb"%  James  the  Second,  King  of  England,  S<'otland,  Fnince 
^~ft  Ireland,  the  31  of  Octolwr.  1H87,  took  into  his  hands  the 
Government  of  this  colony  of  Conecticott,  it  Iwing  by  his 
Ma'"  annexed  to  the  Massachiisets  and  other  colonys  under 
his  Excelencies  Government.     Finis." 

James  II's  policy  for  America  was  imperial  in  scope.  lie, 
but  latolj"  the  greatest  proprietor,  aimed  at  the  abolition  of 
aill  proprietary  government**  and  the  union  of  all  the  northern 
^■olonies  under  a  single  governor-general,  with  no  legislative 
aisscmblies  to  obstruct  his  course.  Partial  as  he  was  to  William 
IPcnn,  it  was  rumored  that  he  intended  to  confi.scate  the  latter's 
patent  and  that  of  Lord  Baltimore  as  well.''  As  for  the  Jer- 
i-^ey  governments  and  that  of  Delaware.  Itandolph,  on  his 
triumphant  return  to  America,  was  furnished  with  "ciuo  war- 
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jIDiliHiial  Becordt  III  CaiiDiH:lii.-iil  (HHrtfortl,  I^VI-tND).  UI.3S,  zn,  a6S.».%3«8,  RTS, 
«».  MS:  PTinni  Sodety.  Wnani  Ran<l<ilpli,  IV,  ST. 
.C»l,Iteo'.,lII,!3S. 
«CQfin.  Col.  Rccii.,  WI,  322.  463:  Miua.  Hist.  Colli..  4lh  sprl».  II.  W?.  The  IVmnerUi'iii 
ilmiii  tbat  Iheldetter  ■■  wimiievsr  inleuded  Inr  »  nalguntloo.-'  Bks  BhUh?- 
It;-,  Poople's  Right  in  Elertion  cir  Altcntlnii  i>f  OovernmcDI  In  Connwticut  ArBanl 
( Phllwlclpblm  18M>.  rpprlmeil  InCnnn.  HIM.  Culln.  (Haitlonl.  ISAO),  I.[i«-81.  Portuantcly 
iut  thr  falnre  ctwrtrr  gnvetiunciii  the  riialgnMlon  wu  Mictii(«d  or  Ibe  procen  mt  Uw 

<Fllnce  awlety,  Edwnnl  FUniiolpli,  IV,  40,  '^0. 
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miitos"  against  them  all.  In  vain  the  proprietors  of  the  Jer- 
sey's argued  that  they  held  their  charters  by  James\s  own  deed 
of  grant.  The  King  was  inexorable,  and  thinking  submission 
more  fea.sible  than  n»sistance,  the  East  Jersev  owners  drew 
up  a  form  of  surrender  for  their  gov^ernment.  Their  rights 
to  the  soil  thev  retained."  It  was  understood  that  the  West 
»Terse\'  proprietors  would  follow  suit,  and  a  commission  was 
drawn  for  Andros  as  governor  of  New  York  and  the  Jerseys 
April  ir,,  1()88.* 

Penn's  influence  with  the  King  was  sulficient  to  save  the 
counties  on  the  Delaware,  and  a  confirmation  of  his  title  was 
drawn,  and  but  await<3d  the  royal  signature  when  the  revolu- 
tion of  1688  began. ^' 

It  is  interesting  to  speculate  upon  what  would  have  beeim 
the  n^sult  for  American  Constitutional  history  had  the  Stuart 
policy  of  consolidation  and  centralization  been  perjM?!tuated. 
I)oul)tless  some  mod(»  of  rcsistiince  would  have  been  found  in 
America  had  not  the  English  dissatisfaction  broken  into  open 
revolt  in  time  to  relieve  the  oppressed  colonists.  Halifax's 
famous  d(»fense  of  the  Massachusetts  constitution — "it  was 
vain  to  think  that  a  population  sprung  from  English  stock 
and  animated  by  English  feelings  would  long  be  deprived  of 
English  institutions'" -was  a  prophecy  soon  to  be  fulfilled. 
Indications  w^ere  not  wanting  of  dissatisfaction  and  revolt 
throughout  the  entire  length  of  the  colonies.  In  Barbados 
the  rule  of  James  1 1  was  much  disliked.  Even  as  Duke  of  York 
he  had  injured  the  islands  through  the  Royal  African  Com- 
pau}',  of  which  he  was  president;  after  his  accession,  further 
taxes  on  sugjir  and  the  importation  of  politi(;al  prisoners  after 
the  Monmouth  revolt  had  disturbed  the  well-being  of  this 
rich  island  colon  v.  The  disorders  in  the  Carolinas  were  tax- 
ing  the  proprietor's  i)atience  to  the  utmost.  The  Protestants 
of  Maryland,  alarmed  at  the  n^prisals  for  Coode  and  Feudal fs 
revolt,  arose  at  the  first  news  of  the  Prince  of  Orange\s  suc- 
cess in  England,  overthrew  the  proprietor's  government,  and 
excluded  (^atholics  from  all  share  in  the  government.  Even 
the  loyal  Virginians  were  protesting  against  E^ffingham'S 
attempt  to  *'lay  taxation  without  representation;"  to  estab- 

"B<»ar(l  of  Tradr  FHp('r>.  P.  J{.  O.  MSS.,  I'roprictus.  (i..  is.    Printed  In  New  Jersey  Ar- 
chives (Newark,  lHs(i-is*»9),  1st  scries,  II,  20. 
''New  York  Colonial  Documents  (Albany.  1><.'W^1S<)3),  III,  537-M2. 
cSee  chapter  ii,  iK)st. 
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Uslx  a  governor'a  veto  on  legislation,  in  addition  to  that  of  the 
Crown,  and  to  foist  an  aristocratic  regime  upon  their  repre- 
sentative system."  Leisler  in  New  York  repeated  the  exploit 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  by  expelling  the  King's  deputy 
g:overnor,  Nicholson,  and  seizing  the  government  into  his  own 
hands.  In  Massachusetts  the  very  rumor  of  the  English  inva- 
sion aroused  a  Boston  mob,  Andros  and  Randolph  were  made 
prisoners,  and  a  provisional  government  was  established  on 
the  basis  of  the  forfeited  charter.*  The  '^glorious  revolu- 
tion"' was  thus  heartily  accepted  in  America,  and  loyalty  to 
the  new  sovereigns  was  indisputable. 

But  the  Stuart  despotism  had  left  its  trace^'.     Charters  for- 
feited by  process  of  law  were  not  restored  unchanged.     A 
l>ody  of  "King's  men"  had  been  developed  in  the  colonies, 
I'eady  to  push  the   prerogative   for  the  benefit  that  might 
arccrue   to  themselves.     The  advantages  of  a  consolidated 
atidministration  to  defend  the  colonies  in  war  and  to  enforce 
the  acts  of  trade  had  become  evident  to  English  eyes.  •  The 
issue  between  the  English  Church  and  the  dissenters  of  the 
colonies  had  been  thrown  into  strong  relief.     More  than  this, 
throughout  the  whole  period  of  the  Restoration  an  adminis- 
trative system,  guided  by  able  statesmen,  had  been  gaining 
form  and  force.     The  colonies  were  drawn  into  the  stream  of 
administrative  order  and  control,  and  the  results  of    their 
clo.ser  relationship  to  the  English  executive  system  were  soon 
manifest.     In  order  to  understand  the  effects  of  this  devel- 
oped administrative  activity  upon  the  charters  and  upon  the 
colonies   under  their  protection   it   is   necessary  to   review 
briefly  the  origin  of  the  new  administrative  organs  and  to 
'earn  their  relation  to  colonial  control. 

THE   PRIVY   COUNCIL. 

The  supreme  administrative  bodv  of  the  English  system  of 
gc^vernment,  so  far  as  the  colonies  were  concerned,  was  the 
council  of   the  King,   known  for  many  generations  as  the 

'^  Virginia  Magazine  of  HiHtory  (Richmond,  1894).  I,  176:  Henin»r.  statutes  at  I^in?o  of 
^'>n?^inia  (Sew  York,  182a). 

**  Andros  Tracts,  Prince  Society  Publications  (Bost<»n.  ls<iH-lM74);  Prince  S^Kricty,  Kd- 
**i^l  Randolph.  IV,  266,  268;  Slass.  Hist.  Colls.,  Ith  .vcries.  V.  li»2.     It  was  rumored  that 
•^»**1  ros  waj4  a  Papiflf.  and  even  in  the  event  of  the  succos  of  the  Prince  o(  Orange  would 
»^*«inpt  to  hold  New  England  for  the  Stuarts. 


208  AMERICAN    HISTORICAL   ASSOCIATION. 

priv\'^  council/'    The   origin   of   its  jurisdiction  in  colonial 
affairs  has  been  variously  traced,  some  assigning  it  to  that 
statute  piivssed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII,  known  as  Poy- 
nings's  law,  by  which  Ireland  was  definitely  subjected  to  the 
continual  care  of  the  King's  council.     Others  have  seen  a 
close  analogy  Iwtween  the  status  of  the  Channel  Islands  and 
that  of  the  colonies  "overseas.''    These  islands  never  were 
incorporated  into  the  legislative  and  administrative  system  of 
the  kingdom,  but  remained  subject  only  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  royal  council.*    The  Isle  of  Man,  also,  with  its  own 
parliament,  and  an  appeal  to  the  King  in  council,  furnishes 
a  strong  analogy  to  the  colonial  system.     But  a  more  prob- 
able explanation  of  the  admin istmtlve  powers  of  the  privy 
council  over  the  colonies  is  to  be  found  in  its  control  of  trad^ 
and  in  its  relations  with  the  gre^it  companies  of  merchanC^ 
adventurers.      The   King  had   long  considered  the  care  o 
commerce  as  one  of   the  most  important   functions   of   hi» 
council,  and  the  early  records  of  this  body  are  full  of  regu- 
lations and  orders  in  its  behalf.     As  earl}'  as  1547  we  find  it 
intervening   in   the  disputes    of   the   company  whose    he«d- 
(juarters  were  in  Antwerp,  and  refusing  to  permit  the  free- 
men to  retain  the  governor  of  their  own  election.*^    Thus  the 
rights  which  the  council  exercised  over  the  government  of 
colonies  organized   by   corporations  had  a   long-established 
precedent. 

The  pr(»ssure  of  business  })efore  the  privy  council  had  early 
led  to  the  development  of  the  committee  system,**  and  the 
business  of  the  plantations  was  assigned  now  to  one  now  to 
another  of  tli<»se  committees,  standing  or  special,  until  the 
final  organization,  in  lOW,  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions diff(>rentiat<Hl  what  was  in  theory  a  committee  of  the 
privy  council  into  a  special  organ  of  colonial  administration. 
The  judicial  functions  of  the  council  in  hearing  appeals  from 

"The  first  mention  of  this  torm  that  we  liavo  notleed  is  in  Walter  of  Heminbuiigh's 
(Chronicle  (Rolls  etlltion.  II.  p.  "JO),  when  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I  he  ipeakxof  an  act 
as  •'onlinatnmqnc  e><t  per  reKem  et  se<!rctem  eonsilium." 

''Pike,  Constitutional  History  of  the  IIoii^c  of  U)rds  (London,  1894),  p.  807;  Pownall, 
Administration  of  the  Colonies  fI»ndon,  17r>s.  fourth  edition). 

'•Dasonl  (editor),  Aetsof  Privy  Council  of  Kn^land  (Ix>ndon,  1890-1902,  new  series),  II. 
pp.  545.  .Vk>. 

rfstubbs.  Constitutional  History  of  England  (Oxfonl.  1874-1878),  II,  p. 267:  Acts  of  Privy 
rouneil.  III.  p.  397. 
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the  colonial  courts  itnii  taking  action  tliereoii  were  never  ti-ans- 
ferred  to  the  new  administrative  body,  thus  the  privy  council 
remained  throughout  the  entire  period  of  Amreican  colonial 
history  what  it  ts  still  for  the  Britisli  imperial  system,  the 
Hnal  and  supreme  court  for  colonial  appeals." 

The  privy  council  kept  in  its  own  hands  also  the  right  of 
tinal  decision  on  the  veto  of  laws  passed  by  the  colonial  legis- 
latures, permitting  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations  only 
the  power  iif  recomuiendiogthatlaws  be  contirnied  or  rejected, 
in  its  right  to  grant  charters  or  to  issue  commissions  to  the 
governors  of  the  royal  provinr«s,  the  pi"ivy  council  possessed 
the  ultimate  constitutional  authority  over  all  the  colonies, 
which  was  limited  only  by  the  fact  that  these  charters  once 
issued  could  not  be  revoked  without  due  process  in  the  courts 
,jf  the  kingdom.  Even  Parliament,  though  it«  powers  were 
riot  disputed,  did  not  succeeti  in  fact  in  revoking  the  chartei-s.* 
It)  ITW  a  decision  of  the  courts  in  tliw  case  of  Campbell  v. 
Hall  held  that  commissions  issued  to  the  governers  were  in 
:hc  nature  of  charters  or  constitutions,  and  that  the  rights 
rherein  granted  to  colonists,  such  as  the  right  to  a  local 
egislature.  could  not  be  revoked  at  the  will  of  the  privy 
souncil'.''  This  decision  came  too  late  to  affect  the  destinies 
>f  the  American  colonies.  But  these  commissions  had  tended 
o  take  on  a  permanent  form,  and  thus  defined  in  some 
legree  the  constitution  of  the  colonies  under  royal  control. 

The  relation  of  the  Board  of  Trade  und  Plantations  to  the 
jrivy  council  depended  largely  on  the  activity  and  efficiency 
»f  the  J>oard.  During  the  periods  of  its  prominence,  its 
-^commendations  were  generally  indorsed  without  question, 
iut  even  then  political  influence  and  royal  favoritism  made 
iie  final  decision  somewhat  uncertain.  Thus  it  was  com- 
plained of  William  Penn  that  he  l>oasted  that  he  "cared 
laught  for  the  lords  of  trade  and  looked  elsewhere  for  the 
:::onlirtDatioD  of  his  rights;"  and  the  plans  of  the  boards,  and 
even  tho.se  of  the  committee  for  plantations  of  the  privy 
council  itself  were  frequently  overruled  by  the  King  or  his 
secretary  of  state. 


aSeeClupler  III.  puHt, 
*8*eCluptr-r  IV.  pwl. 
t  cl»rk.  ftimtnery  ol  roimilBl 


w  (Uindiin,  ISM),  pp.  11 
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THE  BOAK1)  OF  TRADE  AND  PLANTATIONS. 


1* 


Throughout  the  century  preceding  the  American  Revolu- 
tion the  Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations — definitely  established 
in  1696  and  abolished  in  1781 — was  the  organ  of  coloDial 
administration  and  the  official  channel  of  communication  be- 
tween the  home  government  and  the  local  colonial  govern- 
ments. It  was  always,  however,  suboixiinate  to  the  privy 
council,  of  which  it  remained  in  fact  as  well  as  in  theory  but  a 
committee  for  information  and  intelligence;  and  its  functiotv 
as  a  means  of  communication  was  shared  with  the  secretary  oi 
state,  to  whom  colonial  comnmnications  were  frequently  mad^^ 
and  who  overruhxl  the  action  of  the  board  at  his  pleasure.** 

The  Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  as  it  was  commissions^ 
by  William  III  in  1696,  was  not  an  absolutely  new  and  untri^^ 
means  of  colonial  administration.     Various  experiments  C^^^ 
the  same  di reaction  had  In^en  made  since  the  founding  of  tt:^"^ 
colonies.     As  early  tis  1634,  Charles  I  in  his  attempt  to  *'go 
em  bv  council"  convoked  an  extraordinary  commission 
foreign  plantations,  chief  among  whose  commissioners  wl^ 
Archbishop  Laud.*    That  this  was  intended  as  an  instrumen  -^"^^ 


to  extend  royal  tyranny  over  the  colonies,  a  glance  at  th<      ^^ 


powers  granted  will  show.^    The  power  of  government  ove      _ 
the  colonies  was  defined  as  the  power  to  **make  laws,  ordi-—  * 
nances,  and  constitutions  concerning  either  the  state  public  o^^^^ 
the  said  colonies,  or  utility  of  private  persons  and  their  lands, 
goods,  debt^s,  and  successions."     It  was  empowered  to  remove 
all  governors,  to  ordain  judges  and  establish  courts,  to  ex- 
amine and  pass  upon  letters  patent,  and  to  provide 'for  the 
relief  and  support  of  the  clergy.     The  disproportion  between 
the  |K)wers  granted  and  the  results  accomplished  is  an  amus- 
ing commenUiry  on  the  discrepancy  between  legal  institutions 
and  th(»ir  actual  working  force.''    The  recorded  acts  of  this 
commission  consist  chiefly  in  an  abortive  attempt  to  vacate 
the  Massachusetts  charter  ])y  a  ''quo  warranto";  a  proclama- 
tion forbidding  emigration  without  their  license;  and  the  ex- 

aThe  evils  of  this  system  of  <livi(led  adininiNtration  areclearly  wt  forth  by  Pownall, 
Admiiiistrntioii  of  the  Colonies  (London,  4th  ed.,  1768). 

bCtt].  Col.  State  Papers,  1574-16(>«),  177. 

<•  Printed  in  HutchinNon,  History  of  MasKtiehu.«*etts  Bay,  l(J28  to  1775  (LoDdoD,  1760-^), 
1,502. 

<f  ThePB  wa^9  at  this  time  Uit  one  colony  (Virginia)  directly  subject  to  the  Crown. 
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Hiiuimtion  and  restomtion  to  Virginia  of  Governor  Harvey, 
whom  llie  peopli'  bad  deposed  and  deported." 

The  tlimgci-s  to  tbp  colonies  anticipitted  from  this  comniis- 
.■iion  licinii  iivi-rted  by  tbe  struggle  between  the  King  and  the 
Piirlituiient,  and  the  consequent  deposition  of  the  archbishop, 
colonial  ntfairs  fell  into  the  hiinds  of  Parliament.  As  early  as 
Noveiiilier  i4,  1643,  a  eommission  for  the  colonies  of  eminent 
j>arliHDientjtry  leaders  was  appointed,  which  made  Robert, 
I-jirl  of  Warwick,  governor  in  chief  of  all  the  plantations 
in  America. 

After  the  King's  execution,  orders  were  sent  to  all  the  colo- 
nies to  maintain  their  present  governments  until  further 
advieeti,  and  as  soon  as  possible  a  special  commission  was  sent 
out  to  sultject  them  to  parliamentary  control.  All  the  orderif 
in  council  for  this  period  were  signed  by  the  council  of  state, 
directing  the  committee  for  plantations  to  conduct  colonial 
jtlfairs.  During  this  entire  period  there  was  much  experi- 
lurnting  with  adminiffti-tttive  organs.  The  Protector  estab- 
lis)ie<l  a  council  of  tiade,  at  whose  head  he  placed  his  heir, 
Kifbard.*  The  Dutch  "feared  [this]  would  have  proved 
j)rejudici{il  to  our  state;  but  we  are  glad  to  see  that  it  was 
«jnly  nominal,  so  that  we  hope  in  time  those  of  London  will 
forget  they  were  ever  merchants." 

The  conquest  of  Jamaica  (16.5S)  and  the  organization  of  its 
jfovernment  drew  forth  "Overtntes  touching  a  Councill  to 
bee  erected  for  foreign  Plantations."''  The  preamble  states 
that  the  interest  in  the  plantations  is  growing,  that  the  cu»- 
toin.-i  arc  increasing,  and  that  therefore  it  is  of  the  highest 
importance  that  a  select  council  should  l)e  ejitablished  for 
the  inspection,  care,  and  regulation  of  all  foreign  planta- 
tions. The  number  of  the  connuissioners  ought  not  to  be 
uIkjvc  live  or  seven,  because  where  they  are  many  "the  chiefe 
thit>g»  wi-e  done  and  oft  times  huddled  upp  by  a  fewe,  and 
there   is  aeildomo  that  steadiness  or  perticular  care  where 


papvn  or  John  ThuHoc,  esi-  (London,  I7U),IV, 
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more  are  employed  than  are  necessary  and  proportionable  to 
their  busyness/'  The  author  suggests,  however,  that  some 
of  the  principal  officers  of  state  should  be  added  for  prestige, 
and  that  the  persons  selected  ought  *'  by  their  Parts,  Breeding, 
or  Experience  to  be  proper  and  adequate  to  the  work."  The 
advantages  of  such  a  board  are  evident;  it  may  i*egulate  and 
improve  what  already  belongs  to  England,  enhance  her  repu- 
tation in  the  Indies,  dispatch  public  business  with  greater 
efficacy,  and  be  particularly  useful  if  Jamaica  is  retained.  In 
case  of  war  it  can  collect  assistance  from  the  other  colonies 
^' which  must  hereafter  be  brought  to  understand  that  they 
are  to  bee  looked  upon  as  united,  and  embodied,  and  that  their 
Head  and  Centre  is  heere.'-  Proceeding  to  definite  enumera- 
tion of  duties,  the  suggestors  remark  that  at  the  first  entrance 
upon  their  duties  the  councilors  should  write  to  every  gov- 
ernor requiring  exact  and  particular  accounts  of  the  state  o£ 
their  affairs  and  of  the  nature  and  constitution  of  their  lawi^ 
and  government,  and  in  'Svhat  modell  they  move;"  this  to  h^ 
done  not  only  to  get  information  ^'but  to  rouse  upp  &  adver- 
tise  all  Persons  intrusted  or  concerned  that  His  Majestie  takes 
speciall  and  gracious  and  vigilant  notice  of  them,  and  is  vigi- 
lant for  their  general  good."  "This  Councill  is  to  apply  all 
prudentiall  meanes  for  the  rendering  those  Dominions  usefuU 
to  England,  and  England  helpful  to  them,  and  that  the  sev- 
erall  Pieces  and  Collonies  Ijee  drawn  and  disposed  into  a  mo7*e 
ceriaine^  cuull  and  nmfonne  wale  of  Government;  and  distri- 
huthm  of  pnhlick  Jitstice;  (in  which  they  are  at  present  most 
scandalously  defective)  And  that  such  Collonies,  as  are  the 
Propertie  of  perticular  Persons,  or  of  Corporation  WKy  be 
reduced  as  neare  as  can  bee  to  the  same  method  and  Propor- 
tion with  the  rest;  with  as  little  dissatisfaction  or  Injurie  to 
the  Persons  concerned  as  may  bee." 

The  council  also  should  settle  a  correspondence  and  be  able 
to  give  an  account  every  year  of  the  government  of  each 
place;  of  its  complaints,  wants,  and  products;  of  every  ship 
trading  there,  its  lading,  and  whither  consigned,  so  that  the 
whole  may  be  imd(>rstood  and  the  balance  arranged  *'that 
soe  each  place  within  itself  and  all  of  them  being  as  it  were 
made  into  one  Commonwealth,  may  by  his  Majestie  bee  here 
go\'erned  and  regulated  accordingly  upon  Common  and  equal 
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Principles,"  The  council  should  also  inquire  into  the  manner 
in  which  foreign  princes  regulate  their  colonies;  it  should 
have  R  treasury  for  public  defense,  for  the  public  service  of 
the  colonies,  and  for  paying  the  expenses  of  the  council.  The 
right  to  summon  merchants  and  seamen  for  advice  and  infor- 
mation should  be  allowed;  and  tinally  one  person  should 
be  able  to  represent  things  to  the  King  and  council,  prepare 
paper.-*,  receive  dispatches,  and  keep  a  register,"  This  excel- 
lent and  comprehensive  state  paper  is  on  its  face  a  hid  for 
office,  and  it  proved  a  successful  one,  since  Thomas  Povey 
became  the  first  clerk  of  the  council  for  plantations  in  1660, 
But  it  is  far  more  important  as  an  early  sketch  of  a  uniform 
colonial  policy  to  be  pursued  by  an  administrative  l)ody.  In 
this  interesting  document  are  laid  down  the  plans  of  the  per- 
manent Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations  constituted  forty  years 
later. 

On  the  organization  of  the  administration  after  the  Restora- 
tion, colonial  affairs  received  fresh  attention.  A  committee 
for  piantAtion  affairs,  composed  of  ten  prominent  lords,  was 
set  off  in  the  privy  council  on  July  4,  1*)6(),*  and  on  the  7th 
of  November  in  the  same  year  a  council  for  trade  was  erected. *■ 
Among  it.s  instructions  was  one  ordering  this  council  to  con- 
sider and  propound  remedies  for  the  inconveniences  of  English 
trade,  to  examine  treaties  and  statutes  to  that  end.  concluding 
with  directions  to  inquire:  "How  the  forrange  Plantations 
may  be  made  mure  uaefull  to  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of 
this  Kingdome."''  Three  weeks  later  the  lii-st  council  of  for- 
eign plantations  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Clarendon,  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  Lord  Treasurer,  and  forty-six  other  privy 
count'ilors.'  In  their  instructions  they  were  directed  to 
inform  themselves  of  the  state  of  the  plantations  and  procure 
copies  of  the  grants  under  which  they  were  settled  to  cor- 
respond with  the  governors  and  require  accounts  of  the  laws 
and  governments  from  them  to  use  means  for  bringing  the 
colonies  '*into  a  more  certaine,  civill  and  uniforme  way  of 


lEgerton  MS8„  Briilsh  Mujouni,  2 
enl  oltluer  or  t-sctvUirv  "[ur  winl  iil 
hOl.Col.SlBlel'Bpere,  I,  483.    N.  ' 


0.  276,  GoliIiillLB  Htiolher  pmpoval  fu 
'^li  llivre  HK  nil  recorda  erlMinii." 

1.  Doci.,  Ill,  )H. 
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Government,"  to  investi^te  the  colonial  policies  of  other 
Europeiin  states,  to  secure  transportation  of  noxious  and  un- 
profitable persons  to  the  plantations,  to  propagate  the  gospel, 
and  to  have  a  general  oversight  of  all  matters  relating  to  the 
plantations.''  The  language  employed  indicates  that  the 
'^overtures''  of  Noell  and  Povev  had  }>een  consulted  and 
used.  The  commissions  for  these  two  new  (*ouncils,  one  for 
trade,  one  for  plantations,  were  renewed  as  their  members 
were  changed.* 

September  27,  1672,  the  two  boards  were  united  into  one, 
with  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  and  Lord  Culpepper,  as  president 
and  vice-president.''    This  marks  the  advent  of  Shaftesbury 
to  political  i>ower  and  the  appointment  of  John  Locke  as 
secretarv  of  the  council. 

On  the  downfall  of  Shaftesbury  this  policy  was  reversed- 
and  the  former  plan  of  governing  by  a  connnittee  of  the  priv\'' 
council  reverted  to.''    The  continued  government  by  this  com- 
mittee from  1674  to  1696  may  not  indicate  any  distinct  change?* 
of  poli(T/  but  it  is  interesting  as  an  indication  of  the  Stuart 
method  of  working  through  organs  under  their  immediate 
(control,  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  despotic  action  of 
the  later  Stuarts  in  colonial  administration  had  for  its  organ 
that  old  insti*ument  of  Stuart  oppression,  the  privy  <x)uncil. 

THK    KEESTABLISHEI>   HOARD. 

The  overthrow  of  the  last  Stuart  attempt  at  despotic  rule, 
and  the  limitation  of  the  King's  prerogative  by  the  sovereignty 
of  the  p<}ople  in  Parliament,  those  momentous  consequences 
of  the  y(»ars  1688  and  1689,  worked  themselves  out  slowly  in 
the  consciousness  of  the  English  people,  and  it  was  many 
years  l>efore  a  consistent  and  complete  set  of  administrative 
organs  could  develop  through  which  the  new  principles  might 
act.     A  committee  of  the  privy  council  continued  to  exercise 

«Egert4>n,  Colonial  Policy.  75  note,  finds  a  suggestion  that  a  representative  nystem  whh 
to  he  intnKliK'i.Hl  by  adding  inorrlmnts  lo  the  cuuncil.    N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  Ill,  34-3G. 

fcTiiat  of  the  Couiioil  of  Trade  renewed  Oet<)»>er  20. 1668;  October  16, 1669.  Patent  Rolls 
20  and  21  Car..  II;  Counril  of  Plantations  renewed,  July  :«.  1670;  March  20.  1671  (when 
Duke  of  York  was  added).    Cal.  Col.  State  i^apers.  Ill,  l:«>,  178. 

<^The  warrant  for  the  preparation  of  thiseonimihsion  was  signed  September  16, 1672: 
Itatent  pas.se<l  the  great  seal,  September  27.    Cal.  Col.  State  Papers,  111,  407. 

rf Commission  was  revoked  December  21.  1674.  Patent  Rolls,  26  Car.  II,  9,  No.  7.  N.  Y. 
CoI.D«x?s.,  Ill,  22S. 

'Doyle,  English  Colonies  in  America  (New  York,  18H9).  III.  191. 
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active  powers  of  government  over  the  colonies  during  five 
VL-ai-s  after  the  advent  of  the  Dutch  prince  to  the  throne  of 
Kngland."  The  creation  of  the  new  Boanl  of  Trade  and  Plan- 
tiitionn  was  due  not  so  much  t<i  the  wishes  of  the  official  class 
for  a  new  administrative  organ  for  the  colonies  aa  to  the  de- 
sire of  the  commercial  class  for  an  improvement  of  the  trade 
of  the  Kingdom.  A  perusal  of  the  commission  issued  under 
the  great  seal  May  15,  1696,  clearly  indicates  the  suhordina- 
tion  of  colonial  interests  to  those  of  commerce  in  the  minds  of 
the  designers  of  the  new  body.*  This  is  borne  out  also  hy 
the  attempt  of  Parliament  in  Deceml>er  of  the  previous  year 
to  establish  a  council  of  trade  whose  commissioners  were  to 
lie  chosen  lij-  the  Pailiament.  The  King  opposed  the  latter 
part  of  the  plan  and  ordered  his  ministers  to  miiintain  his  pre- 
rogative in  the  matter.  In  spite  of  this,  the  intluential  Earl 
of  Sunderland  declared  for  it,  "which  the  King  took  exceed- 
ingly ill."''  The  new  organ,  it  is  apparent,  was  forced  upon 
the  ministry  by  the  Parliamentary  majority. 

The  new  board  commissioned  by  the.  King's  authority''  was 
diivoted  to  "  enquii-e,  exainin  into  and  take  an  Account  of 
the  atati?  and  condition  of  the  general  Tmde  of  England  and 
also  of  the  several  particular  Trades  in  all  Forreigne  part.s, 
and  how  the  same  roapectivt'ly  arc  advanced  or  decayed,  and 
the  caiLses  or  occasions  thereof;  and  to  enquire  into  and  exam- 
ine what  Trades  are  or  may  prove  hurtfull,  or  are  or  may  be 
made  beneticiall  to  our  Kingdoui  of  Kugland,  aud  by  what 
ways  and  means  the  profitable  and  advantageous  Trades  may 
lie  moi'e  improved  iitjd  Extended  and  such  as  are  hurtful!  and 
prejudiciall  rectifyed  or  discouraged,"  They  were  also  to 
consider  the  subject  of  manufactures  aud  how  new  and  profit- 
able ones  could  be  introduced:  and  as  a  corollary  to  this  work 
they  were  to  '"  consider  of  some  proper  methods  for  setting 
on  worke  and  employing  the  Poore  of  Our  said  Kingdome, 
and  makeing  them  usefull  to  thePubiick,  and  thereby  easeing 

ir  Subjects  of  that  Burthen."     Fisheries  were  also  to  be 

icouraged,  and  new  ones  established. 


'Appalalnl  Febi 


t.  Ilie  Earl- 


uaiKllUK  "'  till!  Lord  Pr«trdent,  Lord  Privy 
Raih.  ftnd  KtitlinKhiini.  Vlacoiinu  MonlHUii 
wifl.  nnA  Mr.  Russell,     Privy  Council  Ke 


Fiiicontwcg.  Sir  Henry  Copell.  Mi 
I68»-I6«a,  a. 
_     »iMmed  In  N.  Y.  Col.  Dora.,  IV,  HS-M8. 

■CoUbetl,  Parttamenury  HHtnry  <>l  England  (London,  twei.T.  977. 
■VPalHiitRolta?  WllllaiDni,)>i(ri4.  Ni>,  7;  Biwrd  of  Trade  Popeiv,  loiininl 
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the  transaction  of  business  was  at  first  5,  but  shortly  after  it 
was  reduced  to  4.  In  search  of  information  the  board  issued 
summons  to  appear  l)ef  ore  them  to  merchants,  colonial  officials, 
and  any  persons  knowing  the  conditions  of  the  colonies. *"  In 
matters  of  legal  and  constitutional  difficulty  the  advice  of  the 
attorney -general  and  of  the  solicitor-general  (either  one  or 
lK)th)  was  resorted  to.  The  need  of  legal  advice  became  so 
constant  that  in  1718  a  special  counsel  was  appointed,  who 
advised  the  l)oard  in  regard  to  matters  not  considered  of  suf- 
ficient importance  to  require  the  opinion  of  the  high  officers 
of  the  Crown.*  After  any  matter  before  the  boaixi  had  been 
thoroughly  canvassed  and  discussed  the  secretary  drew  up  the 
opinions  and  conclusions  of  the  l)oard  in  the  form  of  a  ^^  repre- 
sentation to  His  Majesty  in  council."  This  was  signed  by  the 
members  present  and  forwarded  to  the  privy  council.  All 
routine  business  was  there  approved  at  once  and  an  *^ order 
in  councir'  issued  for  the  execution  of  the  affair.  A. copy  of 
such  orders  was  sent  to  the  Boai-d  of  Trade  and  Plantations 
and  filed  with  their  papers.  In  matters  of  importance — rec- 
ommendations of  a  change  in  policy  or  of  unusual  measure 
in  regard  to  colonial  administration — the  proposal  of  the 
l)oard  was  frequently  reversed  in  the  King's  council  and  the 
plans  of  the  lioard  thus  brought  to  naught.  The  connection 
with  Parliament  was  slight  at  first,  onh'  occasional  requests 
for  papers  and  information  coming  b(»fore  the  board,  but  after 
the  Hanoverian  succession  and  the  dominance  of  the  Parlia- 
mentarian idea  the  board  was  frequently  requested  to  furnish 
complete  accounts  of  the  state  of  the  colonies  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  legislative  body. 

This  cumbrous  and  complicated  system  of  refei'ence,  and  the 
lack  of  authority  on  the  part  of  the  board  are  thus  summar- 
ized in  a  representation  of  1721.''  ''The  present  method  of 
dispatching  })usiness  is  lyable  to  much  delay  and  confusion, 
there  being  no  less  than  three  ditterent  ways  of  proceeding 
herein;  that  is  to  say  (I)  by  inmiediate  application  to  Your 
Majesty  by  one  of  Your  Secretaries  of  State  (2)  by  Petition 
to  Your  Majesty  in  Council  and  (3)  by  Representation  to 


a  Their  commission  khvo  tlicm  iM)\ver  to  examiiio  witiic8<e«»  upon  oath,  but  they  do  not 
iipiK'ar  to  have  utilize<l  this,  the  testimony  btiuK  optional  and  informal. 

/»B.  of  T.  Papers,  Journal  T.  April  21,  1718.  See  aeeoui»t  in  Chalmers's  Opinions  of 
Eminent  lawyers  (London,  Ih.'SK),  preface. 

f  ibid.,  Pi.  Genl.,  Entry  E.  280  ff. 
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^pfour  Majesty  from  thia  Boar<I:  from  whence  it  bttp[M'riPi  tliat 

no  one  Office  is  thi-o'ly  infoniii'd  of  all  matters  relatinjj  to  the 

Plantations,  and  sometinips  Oi-derw  are  obtained  by  surpnze, 

disadvaiita);euus  to  Your  Majesty's  service;  wberenf  if  the 

Bu.siues8  of  the  Plantations  were  wholly  confined  to  one  Office, 

these  inconveniences  would  be  thereby  avoidetJ."     No  change, 

however,  was  made  iii  this  system  and  the  Ixtaixl  l)ecamc  li'ss 

and  less  a  factor  in  colonial  adminifttrntiun.  nntil  the  time  of 

Lord  Ilalifaic,  who  liecame  president  in  174t<,  and  whose  aim 

was  to  render  his  office  independent  of  the  secretary  of  state, 

■  Jie  obtained  an  agreement  (1751)  that  the  patronage  and  cor- 

^pespondence  of  the  colonies  should  be  vestfid  in  the  board 

Hwone;  and  in  1757,  as  president  of  this  organization"  be  was 

himself  included   in  the  cabinet.     The  continuance  of  this 

arrangement  dei>eude(i  chiefly  ou  the  inHuenee  of  the  person 

who  headed  the  l>oard.     lu  lTti8  it  was  definitely  abolished, 

third  u^TPtary  of  state  with  a   cabinet  portfolio   I>eing 

K^ppointed  for  the  colonies  and  made  an  ex  officio  member  of 

1  Board  of  Trade   and  Plantations.*    The   result   wa,s   to 

iduce  that  body  to  a  "mere  Iward  of  report  upon  reference 

9  it  for  advice  or  information"''  on  the  part  of  the  secretary, 

ind  a  new  commission  was  made  out  to  that  effect.     From 

this  time  on  the  board  sank  more  and  more  inio  insignificance 

until  it  finally  went  down  under  the  ridicule  of   Burke   in 

17Hl;  and  Gibbon,  who  was  a  member,  could  say  "The  lords 

[Of  trade  blushed  at  their  inefficiency,  and  Mr.  Eden's  appeal 

a  our  twenty-five  hundred  volumes  of  reports  served  only  to 

atcite  a  general  laugh," 


The  commission  establishing  a  permanent  Board  of  Trade 
Uid  Plantations  declared  that  it  should  be  coni[X)sed  of  the 
Eollowing  great  officers  of  state:  The  chancellor,  president  of 
irivy  council,  lord  treasurer,  the  lord  high  admiral,  and  the 
"  two  secretarie-s  of  state.  But  these  officers  were  ex-officio 
members;  the  active  memlrers  of  the  Iwai-d  were  eight  in  num- 
ber (reduced  to  seven  in  ItOH),  presided  over  by  a  great  noble- 
man of  the  prevailing  iK>litical  party.     During  the  reigns  of 

of  HlUlBin.  Birl  n(  Sliflbume.    •    •    •    wilb  extiafl!'  in.ii.  lilh 


»lWd..  II,  a.  3,    N.  Y.  c 
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the  Orange-Stuarts  the  change  in  the  president  and  usually 
the  second  member  of  the  board,  who  were  of  tlie  government 
nobility,  followed  the  fluctuations  of  party  rule.  The  first 
president,  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  and  his  companion,  the 
Earl  of  Tankerville,  were  prominent  Whigs,  brought  into 
power  with  the  first  Whig  ministry.  Lord  Stanford,  the  sec-* 
ond  president  (ir)99)j  was  a  rigid  W^hig  who  had  found  favor 
under  William  III,  but  was  deprived  of  all  office  by  Anne, 
until  with  the  return  of  the  Whigs  in  1707,  be  was  again  made 
president,  and  held  the  office  until  superseded  by  the  Tory 
Earl  of  Winchilsea  in  1711.  The  third  president,  Lord  Dart- 
mouth, 1702-1707,  was  a  vigorous  Tory  who,  although  deposed 
from  the  presidency  in  1707,  retained  his  place  on  the  board 
until  he  became  head  of  the  ministr}'  that  brought  about  the 
downfall  of  Marlborough  and  Godolphin  (1711).  At  the  de- 
cease of  the  Earl  of  Winchilsea  in  1713,  the  second  member, 
Lord  Guilford,  son  of  the  Stuart  chancellor  of  that  title,  took 
his  place.  At  the  Hanoverian  succession  an  entirely  new 
board  was  formed.  It  was  presided  over  first  by  Lord  Berk- 
eley of  Stratton  for  about  six  months;  then  by  the  EArl  of 
Suffolk  and  Binden,  1715-1718;  followed  by  the  Earl  of  Holde- 
mess,  17 18-1  J>.  After  this  changes  were  comparatively  few. 
The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  presided  from  1719  to  1735;  the 
Earl  of  Fitzwalter,  1735-1737;  and  Lord  Monson  from  1737 
to  1748,  when  the  Earl  of  Halifax  was  given  the  presidency. 
He  was  succeeded  b}^  Sandys  iji  1761.  Charles  Townshend 
and  liord  Shelljurne  followed  in  rapid  succession.  Lord 
Hillsborough  became  president  from  1766  to  1772,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Lord  Dartmouth,  who  held  office  until  the 
American  Revolution. 

But  while  the  fortunes  of  the  presiding  officer  varied  with 
the  rise  and  fall  of  political  ministries,  the  activ'^e  working 
memb(»rs  of  the  })oard  were  seldom  changed  for  such  reasons. 
The  first  Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations  was  an  interesting 
assembly  of  experts.  Three  of  the  members  were  diplomats 
of  long  experience,  and  three  others  noted  writers  on  philosoph- 
ical, scientific,  and  economic  subjects.  Sir  Philip  Meadows, 
who  served  the  board  faithfully  for  eighteen  years,  bad  suc- 
ceeded Milton  as  Latin  secretary  to  Cromwell's  council;  and 
during  his  retirement,  under  the  Restoration,  had  published 
a  work  entitled  '"Observations  Concerning  Dominion  and 
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vereijfnty  of  tho  Seas."  William  HIaithwait,  who  hud  Im-l-ii 
Sir  William  Tcmplp's  secretary  at  Tho  Hayiic.  wa«  si  piinio 
favorite  of  William  III.  and  because  of  his  linguiKtie  skill  ac- 
L^om[HLnie(l  the  King  on  one  or  more  campaigns.  He  was  un 
active  member  of  the  Ixiard  for  eleven  years  after  its  organi- 
zation." .lohn  Methuen,  later  lord  chancellor  of  Ireland  and 
ambaasador  t«  Portugal,  was  i-eplaced  in  1*5^7  by  George 
'Stepney,  who,  tus  a  {>oet  us  well  as  diplomat,  was  considered 

trthy   of  a   tinal    resting    place   in   Westminister  Abbey. 

though  he  was  often  al>9ent  on  diplomatic  matters,  Step- 
knowledge  of  foreign  affaires  made  him  a  valuable  coun- 
cillor, and  in  more  than  one  instance  he  gave  direction  to  the 
board's  policy.  Like  Blaithwait,  be  was  a  meml)er  for  eleven 
year.s.  But  men  of  theory  as  well  as  of  practice  were  deemed 
nece.ssarv  to  the  exercise  of  the  functions  of  the  new  adminiw- 
liTitive  organ.  Chief  among  these  wh-h  Locke,  whose  age  per- 
mitted him  lo  ^erve  but  four  years,  but  whose  mental  vigor 
made  him  the  most  energetic  member  during  his  brief  t4?nure 
of  otHce.  He  was  peculiarly  adapt^-d  to  a  place  on  the  new 
commission,  not  only  because  of  his  valuable  political  and 
economic  knowledge,  but  because  of  his  especial  interest  in 
the  colonies.  As  secretary  to  the  Caroliua  proprietors 
(I66!)-167!J)  he  drew  up  the  Carolina  constitutions  and  thought 
strongly  of  visiting  America;  be  had  also  been  a  member  of  the 
first  council  of  trade  (1672-1674).  Assotriated  with  him  was 
tfohn  Pollexfen,  u  merchant  and  economic  writer,  who  shortly 
r  his  appointment  to  office  had  published  a  "Discourse  of 
.de,  Coyn,  and  Paper  Credit,"*  in  which  he  considered 
labor  as  the  sole  source  of  wealth,  and  that  national  wealth 
depends  on  the  proportion  Iwtween  "those  that  depend  to 
have  their  riches  and  necessaries  from  the  sweat  and  labor  of 
others,  and  those  that  labor  to  provide  those  things."  He  was 
a  foe  of  tiie  I-^st  India  Company  and  opposed  to  monopoly. 
Abraham  Hill,  the  remaining  commissioner,  was  chiefly  known 
a  oian  of  science  and  an  honored  member  of  the  Royal 
iiety." 

it  had  been  *  prominent  member  ot  the  commitlue  nf  inwte  niiil  plantBlloiiii 

a.  niid  WHi  Ihr  |ialnin  of  Raudolph.    Huoh  nl  Uie  poUey  nf  the  new 
ilnataDoIis  1>  U)  Ix'  imctil  t»  lib  Hsenc]-. 
un.  U»7. 
IS  olBt!i»l  memurandii  un  iK)iaiaiiiiilont;r  uC  mde  an  In  AddlUoukl  U5S.  BrltiBh 
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The  lirst  Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations  thus  constituted 
wan  by  no  means  inactive.  It  was  made  up  of  men  accus- 
tomed to  administration  and  would  seem  to  have  been  adapted 
to  bring  about  inmiediate  and  needed  reforms  in  colonial 
administration.  The  vigor  of  the  first  board  and  the  notable 
character  of  the  men  who  composed  it  stand  in  marked  con- 
trast to  its  \titA}r  insigniticance.  Signs  of  deterioration 
appearexi  under  Queen  Anne,  when  seveml  nobodies  with 
great  family  names  took  the  place  of  men  of  personal  ability. 
Under  the  Georges,  the  Ik)aixi  of  Trade  and  Plantations 
became  a  safe  sinecure  for  needy  members  of  leading  families 
or  for  retired  and  worn-out  politicians.'*  Martin  Bladen,  a 
soldier  who  had  served  under  Marlborough,  was  made  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  in  1717.  Until  his  death  in  1746,  he  was 
the  most  vigorous  of  the  colonial  administrators,  and  it  is  said 
that  so  comph^te  a  sinecure  had  the  position  in  this  office 
become,  that  he  was  known  as  ^'' Trade,"  because  he  applied 
himself  to  l)usiness,  while  his  colleagues  were  known  colle<*- 
tively  as  the  "  Board.''  The  lack  of  (*are  in  keeping  the  rec- 
ords, the  languor  of  the  debates,  the  lapse  of  time  between 
the  meetings — all  indicate  the  deterioration  of  the  board's 
administration  in  the  early  Hanoverian  period.  This  was 
recognized  as  early  as  1715,  when  complaints  were  made  that 
matters  were  kept  too  long  under  consideration  and  that  per- 
sons were  included  in  the  conunission  ''for  different  reasons 
than  their  abilit}-  to  discharge  such  a  trust."  *  During  the  first 
twenty  years  of  (leorge  IFs  reign  not  only  were  the  records 
})adly  kept  but  few  matters  of  importtince  came  before  the 
board.  Its  functions  were  largely  superseded  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  privy  council.  Its  members  attended  languidly, 
never  more  than  two  or  three  being  present  at  its  sessions. 
Under  Halifax's  vigorous  administration  a  measure  of  energy 
was  restored,  but  even  then  the  attendance  was  small,  and  the 
board  was  swayed  by  the  pn»sident,  who  was  of  the  ruling 
party  and  changed  with  the  shifting  ministries.  During  Han- 
overian times  the  most  noted  memi)ers,  aside  from  the  presi- 
dents, were  Joseph  Addison,  1715;  Thomas  Pelham,  father 
and  son;  Daniel  Pulteney,  brother-in-law  of  the  Duke  of  Sun- 
derland; Charles  Townshend,  member  in  1749,  later  president: 
and  Edward  (ribbon,  the  historian. 


"Sec  Horace  Walpole,  Meuioin*.    (I»iidon,  'M  cd.,  1847.) 
bB.  of  T.  Papeix,  PI.  Genl.,  K,  39. 


•  •••    •    • 


•  .    •   •    • 


•••    '..• 


THE   AHKBICAN   COLONIAL   CHARTER. 


r  The  eommiysionei-s  of  tratle  and  plnntHtioiis  came  to  their 

Tjrk  with  zeal  niid  eiithusiH«^ni.  anil  attempted  to  institute  and 

■carry  out  a  policy  for  the  adiuiniHtration  of  the  colonies  which 
wa.s  both  coQsi8t«Dt  and  definite.  Stated  in  brief,  it  wa«  in 
the  language  of  Povey's  "Overtures."  that  the  colonies  "muBt 
hereafter  be  brought  to  understand  that  they  are  to  t»e  looked 
upon  as  united  and  embodied,  and  that  their  Head  and  Centre 
is  lleere."  This  was  no  new  ideal  in  tiolonial  policy.  Charles 
1  had  a  "full  resoUition"  that  "there  niaio  be  one  uniforme 
Course  of  Government  in  and  through  our  whole  Monarchie," 
including  the  newly  cstabliMhcd  "Collonie  of  Virginia;""  and 
the  first  council  for  tmde  and  plantationw  wa.s  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  distant  dominions  of  foreign  ^tat^s '^and  to 
examine  by  what  condiu-t  and  policins  they  govern  or  benefit 
them."  Aside  from  the  Spanish  and  Portuguesp  colonies. 
whose  mismanagement  alt  intelligent  administrators  would 
lertainly  seek  t*)  avoid,  the  two  nations  that  had  successful 
colonial  policies  were  the  Dutch  and  the  French.  One  can  not 
doubt  that  the  policy  of  the  Dutch  had  much  influence  during 
the  seventeenth  century.  The  commercialism  of  Dutch  admin 
iutration  found  its  counterpart  not  only  iu  the  formation  of 
ti^nglisb  trading  companies,  and  in  the  large  governmental 
powers  given  them,  but  also  in  the  advent  of  the  commercial 
system  of  exploiting  the  colonies  for  the  benefit  of  the  mother 
i^ountry.  which  reached  its  culmination  in  England  under  the 
Dut«;h  prince.  William  III.  The  Dut<!h.  on  the  other  hand, 
were  not  administrators.  They  settled  in  their  colonies  in 
hut  .small  numlters,  and  left  the  control  of  the  colonial  system 
wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  largo  companies  of  merchants.  The 
French,  moreover,  were  the  dominant  i>eople  of  the  age. 
Although  England  and  William  III  were  engagetl  in  breaking 
down  that  dominance,  yet  it  is  hardly  to  be  sup]K)sed  that  the 
stat>esmcn  of  that  day  would  escape  the  general  admii:ation  for 
French  methods,  or  fail  to  see  the  advantages  ^)f  the  Fiench 
system  of  colonial  administration,  which  was  then  at  its  l>e8t, 
and  was  making  headway  against  the  disunited,  slightly  gov- 
erned English  colonies.  The  French  ideal  of  a  paternally 
governed,  unitedly  administered  colonial  state  was  the  type 
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of  colonial  i^overnnient  most  in  vogue  and  apparently  most 
suci'essful/' 

In  a  French  treatise  of  the  early  eighteenth  century,*  after 
comparing  to  their  great  disadvantage  the  license,  indepen- 
dence, disolHKlience,  and  disorders  of  the  English  colonies  in 
America  with  those  under  French  control,  the  author  says: 
*'  On  admire  a  Londres  la  policie  de  nos  colonies.  II  vient  de 
pamitre  un  livre  oii  elle  est  totalement  detaill^e,  malgr^  le 
fait  que  y  est  reix)ndu  sur  Tobjet  et  les  epithetes  injurieuses 
dont  on  surcharge  nos  desseins,  les  plus  grands  louanges  sent 
prodigu^^es  aux  moyens  que  nous  employons  pour  les  fairc 
reussir.  Ceux  qui  sont  a  la  tete  de  nos  etablissemeiits  en 
Amerique  sont  toujours  les  maitres  d'obeir,  les  vues  de  notre 
Cour  sont  toujours  uniformes,  ses  ordres  toujours  suivis.  Elle 
(vst  exactement  informee  de  ce  qui  se  passe,  le  Gouvernement 
de  toutes  nos  colonies  est  le  meme,  elles  ne  font  qu'un  seul 
corps.  Elles  ne  sont  point  jalouses  I'une  de  I'autre  et  se 
secourent  nuituellement  des  qu'elles  en  ont  besoin."  This 
ideal  of  uniformity  and  unity  in  colonial  administration  could 
not  fail  to  impress  a  body  of  men,  brought  face  to  face  with 
the  pmctical  problems  of  governing  scattered,  disunited, 
heterogeneous,  and  often  recalcitrant  colonies.  The  report 
of  iTi^I  but  r(»iterates  numerous  previous  recommendations 
when  it  declares'*  that  ^'The  most  effectual  way  to  execute  all 
and  render  the  s(»veral  provinces  nmtually  subsei^vient  will  be 
to  put  the  whole  under  the  government  of  one  lord  lieutenant 
or  captain-general  from  whom  all  governors  shall  receive 
orders  in  all  cases,  who  should  ha\T  two  councillors  from 
each  plantiition,  and  a  fixed  salary  independent  of  the  pleasure 
of  the  inhabitants."  Such,  then,  was  the  policy  of  the  board 
of  trade  in  the  days  of  its  vigor,  and  indeed  throughout  the 
period  when  it  may  be  said  to  have  had  a  policy  at  all,  to 
reduce  the  colonial  governments  to  one  uniform  type,  to  ren- 
der them  dependent  upon  England  administratively  as  well  as 
economically,  to  govern  tlu^m  as  a  whole  instead  of  as  sepa- 
rate provinces.     What  means  they  took  to  put  this  plan  into 


nThc  French  system  "Was  the  imxlel  uiM>n  which  th«  Andnw  government  was  planned. 
B43me  of  the  Kame  mlininistraton<  c<)miK>se<1  the  flr^t  Board  of  Trade  and  Plaiitati<niB.  See 
Maw.  Hist.  Colls.,  -Ith  .scries,  IX,  Sl>. 

/'  Ia's  Archives  du  Dt^partcment  des  Affaires  Etraiigeres,  Paris.  M^moires  et  Documents 
d'Amcriqnc.  Tom<*22. 

r  Kings  MS8..  British  Museum.  No.  205;  B.  of  T.,  I'apers,  PI.  Genl.,  Entr>'  E,  286  ff. 
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execution,  how  far  they  succpoded,  and  why  they  ultimately 
failed,  it  is  the  province  of  thin  paper  to  show.  What  the 
results  might  have  been  had  they  succeeded  is  pure  specula- 
tion. But  it  will  certainly  be  conceded  that  in  that  event  the 
vigor,  variety,  and  vitality  of  American  local  government 
would  have  l)een  stitlcd,  the  proi^ess  of  its  adaptation  to  the 
conditions  of  American  life  would  have  been  checked,  and  the 
cmci'ginjf  form  tif  national  government  would  have  l>een  less 
democratic,  less  American,  more  bureaucratic  and  more  com- 
pletelj*  centralized. 


The  authority  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations  and 
its  administrative  relation  to  the  colonies  were  subordinate  to 
those  of  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  southern  department, 
who  hud  home  and  Irish  affairs,  a-s  well  a»  those  of  the  colo- 
nies, under  his  control.  He  appointed  colonial  governors  and 
Either  royal  officers  in  the  colonies,  directed  military  opera- 
tions therein,  received  and  considered  petitions  from  colonists, 
carried  on  cori-espondence  with  the  govemora — was,  in  short, 
*he  final  and  ultimate  source  of  royal  government,  the  repre- 
ssentative  toward  the  colonies  of  the  Oown's  prerogative. 
The  relation  between  this  official  and  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
]*lantations  rested  upon  his  personal  consideration  for  that 
JxKly.  The  airts  of  the  colonial  legislatures  were  required  to 
*>e  submitted  to  the  hoard,  but  in  other  matters  the  courtesy 
«L»r  choice  of  the  secretarj'  and  customary  usage  governed  his 
•iction.  In  the  limes  of  the  board's  vigor  almost  every  colo- 
nial matter  of  inipoi-tanee  waj^  referred  to  it  bj'  the  secretary. 
But  in  case  of  conflict  of  opinion  the  latter's  will  prevailed. 
It  has  already  been  shown  how  this  neutralized  the  action  of 
the  board  and  prevented  the  carrying  out  of  a  definite  policy 
of  colonial  administmtion.  In  1752  the  l)oard  procured  an 
""order  in  council"  directing  that  in  the  future  governors 
should  correspond  with  it  alone,  except  in  cases  requiring  Ilia 

F  Majesty's  immediate  direction,  such  as  affairs  with  any  foreign 
colony  or  State  or  those  concerning  war."  But  this  order  was 
dropped  in  1763  and  completely  reversed  in  176ti.*    On  the 
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appointment  of  a  secretiiiy  of  state  for  the  (H>lonies  in  1768 
all  colonial  business  passed  into  his  hands.  The  proposal  for 
a  third  secretary  was  a  sign  })oth  of  the  aroused  interest  in  the 
colonies,  and  a  determination  to  centralize  and  fix  the  respon- 
sibility in  their  affairs  directly  in  the  hands  of  an  officer 
responsible  to  the  King. 

COMMIHSIONEKS   OF    (THTOMS. 

This  office  because  necressar^^  after  the  first  navigation  acts 
went  into  effect  and  the  commissioners  were  intrusted  with 
collection  of  customs  lM)th  in  Enghind  and  the  colonies.  The 
first  board  was  established  in  1GG3,  and  in  1670  the  office  was 
still  further  centmlized  In'  the  appointment  of  a  receiver- 
general  of  customs.^  After  the  revolution  of  1688,  the  system 
again  reverted  to  a  board  of  commissioners,  who  took  an  active 
part  in  colonial  affairs.  They  dictated  many,  of  the  instruc- 
tions issued  to  the  governors,  those  which  later  served  as  a 
model  being  drawn  up  by  them  in  collaboration  with  a  com- 
mittee of  the  priv\'  council  in  16S6.*  P>om  time  to  time,  as 
new  acts  were  passed  or  new  exigencies  arose  in  their  enforce- 
ment, these  instructions  were  added  to  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  board  of  customs.''  Their  direct  connection  with  the  col- 
onies was  through  the  governors,  who  were  instructed  to  cor- 
respond with  the  conmiissioners,  and  to  send  them,  every  three 
months,  lists  of  clearances,  and  also  reports  of  illegal  trading. 
The  governor's  agent  in  matters  of  tmde  was  the  naval  ofiScer 
whom  he  was  empowered  to  8i)point,  but  who  was  required 
by  the  7th  and  8th  William  III  to  give  security  to  the  com- 
missioners of  customs.  The  chief  agents  of  the  customs 
board,  on  the  other  hand,  vnn-o  the  collectors  of  customs  whom 
they  appointed  for  every  port,  and  the  surveyors-general  of 
customs,  of  whom  there  were  two  for  America — one  for  the 
southern  and  one  for  the  northern  department.  Through 
these  officers  continual  complaints  of  illegal  trading  were 
sent  to  the  connnissioners  in  England,  and  thence  reported 
to  the  secretary  of  state,  to  the  board  of  tmde,  and  even  to 
Parliament. 


a  Hall,  History  of  the  Custom  Revenue  in  Enj^liind,  (London,  1892),  189. 
^B.  of  T.  PaiKTs.  PI.  (Jenl.  Kntry  F,  25:^. 

'•The  eommisjiiioners  of  customs  also  had  the  ripht.  aeeording  to  25  (."liRrles  11,  to  erect 
ports  in  the  plantations.    B.  <»f  T.  Pai)ers.  Props.  Kntry  A,  167. 
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(The  sole  power  of  the  Atimiralty  of  England,  with  refer- 
ice  to  the  i>oloiiies  during  the  early  colonial  period,  was  that 
of  isffuing  to  the  royal  governors  (.''Onimit^tjionu  as  admiral^)  of 
the  plaiitutiunn.  The  governor,  in  conise(] nonce,  might  erect 
an  Admiralty  court  when  necessary,  in  which  he  frequently 
iicted  as  judge.  But  with  the  incroawing  growth  of  trade 
lH>tween  England  and  the  colonies,  and  the  greater  stringency 
of  its  i-egulationt*,  a  need  arose  for  courts  in  which  to  try  seiz- 
ures for  violations  of  the  acts  of  trade  that  should  be  as  inde- 
pendent as  possible  of  colonial  prejudice  and  whose  judges 
should  be  appointed  by  the  King's  officers  in  England.  A  pro- 
vision was  therefore  inserted  in  the  7th  and  Sth  William  III 
hy  which  breaches  of  the  law  were  to  be  tried,  at  the  option 
of  the  officers,  in  the  colonial  courts  or  the  courts  of  vice- 
adminilty.  This  led  to  the  erection  of  such  courts  in  all  the 
(iluntations,  the  officers  of  which — judges,  marshals,  and  regis- 
ters— were  chosen  and  commissioned  by  the  Board  of  Admir- 
alty in  England." 

The  stmggle,  therefore,  of  the  common-law  courts  with  the 
Admiralty  jurisdiction,  which  had  raged  so  strongly  in  Eng- 
land in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries,*  was  tranii- 
ferred  to  the  colonial  arena,  where  the  opptisition  was  intensi- 
tied  by  colonial  prejudice  against  all  King's  officers  and  the 
ijuestion  complicated  by  the  double  jurisdiction  of  the  gov- 
ernors and  the  judges.  Complainti^  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral'' 
.  or  the  judge  of  the  Admiralty  wi^re  constant,  and  wei-e  referred 
L^n  many  cases  to  the  secretary  of  state,  to  the  board  of  trade, 
^BlS<l  py^t*  to  Parliament  These  vice-admiralty  courts  in  the 
]^ntations  constituted  an  intercolonial  judiciary,  which  aitod 
without  juries,  was  independent  of  colonial  control,  and  de- 
[lendent  upon  the  Admiralty  in  England.  By  attempting  to 
draw  an  increasing  number  of  cases  within  its  jurisdiction  it 
operated  to  increase  the  prerogative.  Its  influence  on  the 
furmation  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has  been 
often  noted.'' 
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Chapter  II. 

TREATMENT   OF   INDIVIDUAL   COLONIES. 
Colonial  statch  after  Rkvoli'tiox  ok  1688 — New  England  cx)lonie8— 

JbRHKYH   L08E  TIIKIR    (  IIAKTEK8 — PENN*H    DIFFICULTIKH — CAROLINA   CHAR- 
TER8  CANCELED — TlIE   BAHAMAS. 

tX)IX>NIAL  STATUS. 

When  the  committee  for  plantations  of  the  privy  council 
began  to  examine  the  condition  of  aflfairs  at  the  close  of  the 
Revolution  of  1688  and  the  restoration  of  stable  government, 
the  status  of  the  plantations  was  found  to  be  as  follows:  All 
the  northern  colonies,  except  Pennsylvania,  had  been  consol- 
idated under  one  governor.  He  had  been  deposed  by  a  pop- 
ular uprising  in  Boston,  where  the  colonists  had  resumed  their 
former  goverimient.  His  deputy  in  New  York  was  suspended. 
The  charters  of  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  and  the  Jerseys, 
not  having  been  vacated  l)y  law,  became  operative  once  more. 
New  York  and  New  Hampshire,  as  royal  provinces,  were  sub- 
ject to  the  Crown.  The  status  of  Plymouth  and  Maine  was 
undetermined.  Miissachusetts  Bay,  having  lost  its  charter, 
had  no  legal  status.  Turning  to  the  south,  we  find  the  pro- 
prietorships in  the  Carolinas  and  the  Bahamas  unchanged. 
But,  owing  to  disturbances,  and  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants, 
the  Leew^ard  Islands  were  presentl}'  (1089)  taken  under  royal 
protection.  William  Codringtou  was  commissioned  governor 
and  authorized  to  call  an  asseniblv.  The  difficulties  incident 
upon  the  revolution  in  Virginia  were  speedily  adjusted,  and 
Francis  Nicholson,  late  of  New  York,  was  commissioned  gov- 
ernor of  the  ^'Old  Dominion."'  The  revolution  in  Maryland, 
having  ttiken  place  in  the  name  of  the  Protestant  sovereigns, 
and  the  legal  proprietor  thereof  being  a  papist,  a  royal  gover- 
nor was  conimissioned  for  this  province,  and  the  attorney- 
g(»nonil  was  ordered  to  enter  a  writ  of  ''scire  facias  "against  the 

230 
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barter  of  Lord  Ikltimore.     No  judgiiu'nt  was  over  ptitiTod  in 

biR  case,  but  the  rrown  government  was  luaintuined  until 
Bn.'),  in  spite  of  frequent  petitiooN  from  tlie  legal  heirs  of  Bal- 
pnioi-e;  then  the  proprietor,  having  euihracMl  the  Protestant 

Bith,  was  permitted  to  wgain  resume  his  proprietorship  un- 
questioned. The  colonies  which  needed  immediate  attention 
were  those  of  New  England.     Later  the  proprietary  govem- 

Bieuts  in  the  Jerseys.  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  the  C-aro- 
Uo&a,  and  the  Buhamas  came  in  for  their  .share  of  regulation. 


At  the  close  of  the  Revolution  an  attempt  was  made  to  restore 
fee  charters  of  the  colonies,  together  with  those  of  the  Eng- 
Ssh  municipalities.  In  the  list  of  grievances  drawn  up  by 
J  convention  Parliament,  it  was  resolved  that  "the  late 
fro9e<'Ution  of  'quo  warrautos'  against  the  cities,  two  uni- 
versities, the  towns  eorpoiTitc,  l>oroughs,  cinii  ports,  and 
plantations,  and  judgment  entired  thereupon,  and  the  sur- 
renders of  elmrters  to  the  violation  of  their  ancient  rights  are 
illegal  and  a  grievance,^'  and  in  the  following  pirliament  a 
bill  was  introduced  to  the  ed'ect  that  "Whereas  in  pursuance 
if  a  wicked  design  to  subvert  the  constitution  of  the  English 

[overnmentand  the  Pi-otestant  Religion  and  to  introduce  arhi- 

Irary  power  and  Popery,  endeavors  have  l>een  used  to  desti-oy 
Bodies  Politick  &  Corporate  in  the  Kingdom  of  England 
Wales  •  *  •  and  ye  same  wicked  design  hath  been 
hirtber  pursued  by  destroying  Charters,  Rights,  Lilierties 
md  Privilidges  of  the  several  Plantations  nnd  Colonies  in  New 
Ingland  nnd  otherparts  beyond  seas  *  *  •  and  Quo  War- 
PPntoa  and  Scire  Kacia?  brought  against  said  llodies  Politick, 
&U  these  surrenders  are  hereby  declared  null  and  void."" 
This  bill  passed  the  House  of  Commons,  but  failed  in  the 
House  of  Ijords  for  lack  of  time,  an  unexpected  dis.-iolution 
wmpanying  the  king's  departure  to  settle  atfairs  with  James 
in  Ireland.''  The  new  king  opposed  the  measure,  which  was 
therefore  not  reintroduced,  and  thii  restoration  of  corporation 
privileges  prweeded  one  by  one.  I-ondon  received  its  charter 
;ain  May  24,  I61HI.  Petitions  were  made  at  the  same  time 
iThe«ctWB»d«l(ninlea  one  "Fur  rwloriiig  Bcirti™  Pollllok  nnd  Cor[ioniU-  imd  con- 
tSccfllclkTlrooiMiilher,  Miih'  IIL-I.  (>)il,.4tli  spriis.  V.-JM. 
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for  the  New  Sngland  colonies,  with  every  hope  of  a  success- 
ful issue.     Mather  and  Phips,  the  Massachusetts  agents,  pre- 
sented   a    petition    that  the    latter  colony,  those  of   New 
Plymouth,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island,  should  have  their 
respective  charters  restored.^    The  matter  was  discussed  in 
the  privy  council,  and  it  was  decided  that  a  governor  should- 
l>e  sent  over  in  Andros's  place  with  a  provisional  commission^ 
and  that  such  an  establishment  should  be  prepared  for  th^ 
future  as  would  "  reserve  such  a  dependence  on  the  Crown  a»-^ 
shall  be  thought  requisite.''^    At  the  same  time  it  was  inti- 
mated that  the  administration  wished  the  charges  against  the 
late  governors  dropped,  and  Randolph  was  promoted  to  the 
position  of  surve5^or-general  of  customs.     Connecticut  then 
sent  over  an  agent  who  succeeded   in  obtaining  an  opinion 
from  the  attorney -general  that  since  the  colonial  charter  never 
had  been  vacated  by  legal  process  and  the  submission  of  the 
government  by  the  authorities  had  been  forced,  that  instru- 
ment was  still  valid.^    Three  years  later  the  Rhode  Island 
agent  secured  a  similar  opinion;^  and  these  two  small  cor- 
poration colonies,  having  already  resumed  their  former  gov- 
ernments, maintained  them   unchanged  until   the  American 
Revolution.  ;•-. ',:. 

The  decisive  answer  received  by  the  Massachusetts  agents 
refusing  the  restoration  of  the  former  charter,  and  the  exist- 
ence in  the  colony  of  a  strong  party  that  did  not  favor  it« 
resumption '^  led  to  negotiations  for  a  new  charter.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1691,  the  agents  requested  a  reestablishment  of  their 
corporation,  but  stated  that  they  were  willing  to  accept  a  new 
charter,  and  asked  for  propositions  from  the  committee  of 
trade  and  plantations.  The  latter  asserted  that  they  were 
unable  to  proceed  until  the  ''King  had  declared  whether  it 
was  his  pleasure  to  have  a  governor  or  representative  of  his 
own  appointment  or  whether  he  would  leave  the  power  of 
making  laws  wholly  to  the  people  and  the  officers  chosen  by 
them."-^    The  reply  of  the  King  was  emphatic  and  unequivo- 

aPrinttKl  In  Maw*.  Hist.  Colls.,  4th  seriet*.  VIII.  705. 

frPri\T  Connoil  Register,  1688-1690,  21. 

<* Opinion  rendered  August  2, 1690.  Printed  in  Hinman,  Letten  from  Uie  English  Kings 
♦    ♦    ♦    to  the  govemors  of  Connecticut  (Hartfonl.  1H86). 

rfB.  of  T.  Papers.  New  England,  Entry  1692-1696.  fo.  126. 

'  Petitions  were  ])resented.  one  entitled  "  MerchantH  and  InhabitaDta  of  Boston,"  with 
over  2r)0  signatures",  in  opponition  to  a  restoration  of  the  old  charter.  B.  of  T.  Papers, 
Journal  7,  fo.  7. 

/  Ibid..  f(».  10. 
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csi.  He  declared  in  cuuiioil  timt  lie  w&a  ivsolved  tu  soud  >l 
governor  of  hia  own  iipjwiiibiieiit, «»  in  Barbados  and  the  other 
plantations."  The  attorney-ijeueral  was  thereupon  ordered 
to  dniw  up  a  chai-ter  upon  this  ba.sis.^  From  this  time  until 
the  final  order  for  the  charter  to  pass  tlie  great  seal  (Septem- 
l>er  17.  1(191),  the  age ntj*  were  in  treaty  with  the  attorney- 
general  and  the  lords  of  the  committee  to  obtain  as  favorable 
terms  as  possible.  The  parties  came  to  a  deaiUwk  on  July 
3"  and  the  points  at  issue  were  referred  to  the  King  in  person. 
The  agents  insisted  that  the  appointment  of  judges,  justices 
of  the  peaee,  and  sheriffs  ought  to  lie  in  tlie  general  assembly, 
and  that  the  governor  should  have  no  negative  voice  in  their 
election/  The  King  supported  the  pivrogative  and  theageutj* 
■were  obliged  to  acquiesce,  their  only  triumph  Iwing  the  con- 
lirmatiou  of  the  titles  to  land  granted  liy  the  previous govern- 
uient  and  the  inclusion  of  Maine,  Plymouth,  and  Nova  Scotia 
ithin  their  boundaries. 

The  temper  of  the  new  administration  was  shown  not  only 
ly  insistence  on  the  great  points  of  a  royal  governor  with 
appointing  and  veto  power,  but  also  by  the  attention  given 
to  preserving  the  King's  prerogativi-  in  lesser  matters. 
Appeals  and  admiralty  jurisdiction  were  reserved  for  the 
I,  as  well  as  the  right  to  annul  all  laws.''  The  clergy 
rere  deprived  of  their  political  power  by  the  change  of  the 
.nchise  from  church  membei"9  to  freeholders.  Limited  as 
the  charter  was,  the  Massachusetts  ageut«  made  nmch  of  their 
uiumph  in  securing  it,  and  of  their  success  in  obtaining  the 
territorj"  of  New  Plymouth  and  likewise  that  lying  to  the 
north,  of  which  they  had  been  deprived  u)K)n  the  revocation 
of  the  first  charter. 

In  1720-21  an  acrimonious  debate  arose  in  Massachusetts 
over  the  right  of  the  house  to  choose  its  own  speaker,  and  to 
prorogue  itself  at  will  without  the  governor's  consent,  The 
hoard  of  trade  drew  up  and  forced  upon  the  legislature  for  \t» 
insentan  explanatory  charter  which  decided  both  points  in 
ivorof  the  governor.  In  1725  the  privy  council  declared  that 
if  such  Explauator}' Charter  shall  not  be  accepted  and  a  just 

■«Pil*}  Council  Rdgleter,  IMO-lWi.  Apr.  30. 1G9L 

^»B.  of  T.  P«Iien,  Journal  7.  to,  15,  M»y  12.  IMI. 

-     '  T.  Pupcn,  Joiinm!  7.  fc>.  S7^  I'rivjr  Conin;!!  ReRiiler,  laSO-lfiW. 
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regard  who  wed  to  your  Majesty's  royal  prerogative  by  the 
House  of  Roprosentatives  for  the  future  in  all  particulars  afore- 
said, it  ma}-  be  proper  for  the  consideration  of  the  legislature 
fi.  e..  Parliament]  what  further  provision  may  be  necessary  to 
support  and  preserve  Your  Majesty's  just  authority  in  said 
Province  and  prevent  such  presumptions  inva.sion  for  the 
future.'" "  The  Massachusetts  assembly  decided  to  submit  and 
'^dutifully"  accepted  the  curtailment  of  its  privileges  rather 
than  hazard  the  continuation  of  its  form  of  government.  In 
spite  of  the  legal  Iwirriers  thus  interposed,  the  independent 
spirit  in  Massachusetts  continued  to  struggle  against  English 
administrative  dictation,  employing  methods  which  will  be 
noted  in  connection  with  those  of  other  colonies. 

THE  JKR»KY'8. 

The  close  of  the  Revolution  of  ir>88  found  the  two  smal 
provinces  south  of  New  York  in  nmch  confusion.  The  prob-^ 
lem  of  proprietary  rights  was  a  complicated  one.  Berke- 
ley had  sold  his  share  to  a  stock  company  in  1673.  The 
Cartaret  share  had  been  put  up  at  auction  in  1680,  and  was 
bought  in  by  a  board  of  24  associates,  chiefly  Quakers,  who 
secured  a  confirmation  of  their  title  froui  the  Duke  of  York 
in  1682.  Under  these  titles  the  Jerseys  had  a  proprietary 
government  until  forcibly  annexed  to  New  York  (1688),  as 
we  have  seen.^  After  the  Revolution  the  towns  fell  back 
upon  their  local  government.  Meanwhile  some  of  the  pro- 
prietors attempted  to  sell  their  rights,  including  the  ix)wer  of 
government/  The  conmiittee  for  trade  and  plantations,  ""on 
consideration  of  the  great  disorders  the  Countrysof  Ifiast  and 
West  New  Jerse}'  have  a  long  time  lain  under,"  concluded  to 
incorporate  them  in  the  government  of  New  York,  and  a  com- 
mission to  that  efl'ect  was  drawn  up  and  approved  by  the 
attorne^'-general.  Daniel  Cox,  however,  jietitioned  to  pre- 
serve his  rights,  whenuipon  these  colonies  were  omitted  from 
th(»  final  draft  of  the  commission  and  reserved  for  later  con- 
sideration/' 


'I  Privy  Council  Kt'Kister,  MayiO.  172.1.  Priiittfl  by  Palfrey,  History  of  New  England, 
IV,  4.VJ-IM. 

''Sec  ante.  ('hapt*;r  1. 

<;  Cox.  chief  proprietor  of  West  Jersi'V,  olTt^red  "the  here<litary  or  perpetual  gOYcm- 
nieiit  of  West  .ItTsey"  for  sale.  Miyin^.  "I  have  ri'fuse<l  l.OUO  (nilneas  for  this  only." 
Kawlinson  MSS.  (Ho<llei>in  Lil>rary.  Oxfonl),  ('.  I'^s,  ;W. 

''Privy  Council  KcKij^ter.  1(.«J.»  l«i«J-j.  fos.  :i>.  M'^. 


Meanwhile  the  proprietors  of  both  Jei'spye  comtni^iioned 
and  sent  as  governor  n  St-ot<'hmiin,  Andrew  Hamilton,  who 
had  l>een  deputy  governor  of  the  same  colonies  under  Andros, 
He  seems  to  have  been  an  able  and  vinorous  adniinistmtor, 
^who  restored  order  in  the  provinces,  and,  altboujrh  probably 
Btill  u  Jacobite  at  heart,  was  quite  at^eptable  to  the  majority 
mt  the  inhabitants."    A  doubt  having  arisen  whether  Hamilton, 
BUb  a  Scotchman,  was  eligible  as  governor  of  a  plantation,  par- 
Kticularly  after  the  jmssage  of  the  navigation  act  of  lOilfi,  bar- 
ring Scotch  ships,  a  few  of  the  proprietors  of  East  Jersey 
granted  a  new  commission  to  Jeremiah   Bats.*     The  latter 
stirred  up  disaffection  and  discord,  and  while  pretending  to 
serve  the  intenwts  of  his  principals  was  secretly  trying  to 
'  tindennine  tho  pi-oprietors'  interests,  and  in  connection  with 
indolpb  to  destroy  the  charters. "     The  inhabitants  of  I^ast 
0er»ey  refused  obedience  to  the  new  appointee,  and  the  pro- 
Letors  xecured  an  opinion  from  the  attorney -general  that 
rtchraen  were  eligible,  whereupon  they  reinstated  Hamilton 
nd  applied  for  his  conBrmatiou  by  the  King." 
Mennwhile  the  title  of  the  proprielors  to  the  government 
of  the  Jerseys  was  called  in  question  on  other  grounds.     A 
dispute  arose  between  East  Jersey  and  New  York  in  regard 

t  ports  and  customs  duties.  Perth  Aml»oy  was  the  port  of 
;ry  for  East  Jersej,  but  the  customs  officers  at  New  York 
[uired  all  ships  that  entered  the  bay  to  pay  the  duties  laid 
Ijy  the  latter  province  for  its  defense.  The  Jersey  inhabi- 
tants, feeling  wronged,  petitioned  the  commissioners  of  cus- 
toms in  England  for  redress,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to 
the  board  of  ti-ade.  The  question  at  once  arose  by  what 
authority  ports  were  established.  Was  this  a  royal  preroga- 
tive? Had  it  been  included  in  the  Duke  of  York's  grant* 
Wad  it  passed  from  him  to  the  proprietor  of  the  Jerseys? 
The  attorney -general  and  the  solicitor-general  decided  that  the 
i-ight  to  establish  imrts  in  the  plantations  was  vested  in  the 
oorniuissioners  of  customs,  and  that  the  Jei'sey  proprietors 
liad  no  grant  of  such  a  power.'     Whereupon  the  board  of 
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trade  represented  to  the  King  that  the  Jerseys  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  a  port.^  The  King  approved  and  gave  orders 
accordingly  December  29,  1697.  Acting  on  this  decision, 
Lord  Bellomont  seized  the  ship  Hester  (November,  1698),  rid- 
ing at  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  Perth  Amboy,  for  not  entering 
and  clearing  at  New  Y  ork.  The  proprietors  again  petitioned 
the  King  for  redress,  claiming  that  no  notice  was  given  them 
of  the  former  order  and  offering,  if  they  were  allowed  a  port 
of  their  own,  to  obtain  an  act  of  assembly  imposing  the  same 
dutiCvS  as  New  York  and  for  the  same  purpose.* 

The  board  of  trade  immediately  seized  the  opportunity  to 
investigate  the  proprietors'  title  to  the  government.  April 
3,  1699,  the  proprietors  wrote  that  they  were  '*  much  sur- 
priz'd  at  the  Objection  Yo.""  Lord****"  make  to  tfaeir  Right  of 
Government."  They  rested  their  claim  on  the  Hwnfirmation 
by  the  Duke  of  York  in  1682,  and  on  the  hearing^t  the  privy 
council  in  1692,  when  their  government  was  exempted  from 
inclusion  in  that  of  New  York.^  They  offered,  however,  to 
try  their  right  to  a  port  by  a  feigned  issue  in  the -courts.  The 
board  of  trade  suggested  including  their  right  of  government 
in  the  same  trial,  but  to  this  the  proprietors  objected  that 
"they  can  not  without  injustice  to  themselves  and  the  inhabi- 
tants submit  their  right  of  government  to  such  an  issue. "*'  The 
board  next  suuunoned  such  of  the  West  Jersey  proprietors  as 
were  in  London  to  prove  their  title  to  the  government  of  that 
province.  Thereupon  they  admitted  that  their  title  was  poor, 
but  plead  that  they  governed  '"ex  necessitate  rei,"  and  begged 
that  the  King  should  grant  them  a  new  charter  of  incorpora- 
tion as  not  ''departing  wuth  an\'thing  now  in  the  Crowne,  but 
only  a  confirmation  of  what  was  formerly  granted  out  of  it." 
Annexation  to  New  York,  they  declared,  would  ruin  the 
province.  The  welfare  of  the  colony  and  ''  not  an  Ambition 
of  Govern"'*  induces  the  proprietors  to  desire  a  new  grant"* 

But  the  attitude  of  the  board  was  inexorable,  and  the  pro- 
prietors concluded  it  would  be  the  part  of  wisdom  to  make 

a  Privy  Council  ReKlstcr.  1697-1699,  fo.  139. 
^B.  of  T.  Papers,  Props.,  Entry  A,  374.    March  13.  1699. 
c  Ibid,  Props.  (\,  -1.    New  Jersey  Archives,  l«t  series,  II,  265. 

dlbid.  Journal  C,  439;  I),  7;  Props.,  Entry  A,  400,  401.    New  Jersey  Archives,  Ist  series, 
II,  *2tU>.  268. 
*  Ibid,  Props.  C,  24. 
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leh  terms  with  the  central  authority  a»  they  could.  Aicoici- 
gly  the  East  Jersey  proprietors  drew  up  a  form  of  surrcn- 
«■  July  5,  IfiltH,  in  which  tbey  declared  themselves  i-eiidy.  if 
irteen  conditions  were  complied  with,  to  yield  the  fj^overn- 
ent,  although  that  "was  the  Cheifest  motive  of  purchasing 
iC  said  Province."" 

The  reply  of  the  board  was  not  returned  to  the  propriotoi-s 
itil  Novcmlwr  ijy.  Meanwhile,  all  general  instructions  and 
rections  were  withheld  fram  the  Jerseys,  lei*t  "  the  proprie- 
ihould.  from  the  Direction  of  such  a  letter,  infer  any- 
irg  to  their  advantage  and  his  Majesty's  prejudice."'''  In  the 
iswer  finally  given,  the  board  agreed  to  confiTTn  to  them  the 
il,  to  give  to  them  sole  right«  of  purchase  from  the  Indians, 

grant  separate  court*  to  East  Jersey,  provided  the  offii-prs 
ere  appointed  hy  the  king's  governor,  to  permit  a  sixth  of 
iG  assembly  and  council  of  New  York  to  be  inlmbttants  of 
1st  Jersey  {the  project  was  to  unite  the  province  with  New 
ork),  whii'b,  with  another  sixth  grant^'d  to  West  Jersey, 
buld  give  these  provinces  a  fair  proportion  in  the  Now  York 
rrernmeiit.  The  proprietors  were  also  to  he  permitted  to 
aintain  comts  baron  and  courts  leet  on  their  own  lands,  to 
lant  markets  and  fairs,  and  to  have  the  reversion  of  traitor's 
khIs  and  of  trea.sure  trove."  Hut  the  cliief  matter  in  dispute 
i»  the  eslftbbshnient  of  a  port.  To  that  condition  of  the 
vprietoiN  the  Inmrd  had  replied  that  a  port  at  Perth  Anitioy 
Igbt  be  granh^I,  Imt  it  was  "impropor  to  bind  his  Majesty" 

this  regard.  Thii  proprietors  replied,  January  15,  1700, 
ftt  they  wcrp  surprised  at  the  dubious  answer  to  this  propo- 
tion,  as  obtaining  a  jwrt  to  be  continued  forever  was  the 
RJn  inducement  for  them  to  consent  to  a  surrender.  "  This 
the  only  Thing  that  am  make  the  Province  of  any  value  to 
*  Proprietors,  or  give  them  hopes  of  reimbursing  their 
nrcbase- money  and  other  expenses  in  Improvements:  and  if 
Mjr  Ijordships  think  this  is  too  great  a  privilege  *  •  * 
«  Pi-oprietors  cannot  he  accessary  to  tlieir  own  ruine  by  a 
tluntary  surrender.""  In  order  to  secure  a  port  of  entry  the 
roprietors  endeavored  to  have  their  right  to  such  confirmed 

IB.  uIT,  Pnpen,  Prop*.  C.  33.    Sew  lenry  Archives,  l:4)ier1e)i.  II, 'iM, 

kB.  <•■  T.  I-Bpci*.  PI.  Ilcnl..  Entrjr  B..  SI, 

ilblil..  Pmpii,  Entry  B.  ItH.    Primed  in  Smith,  BlM.  ol  New  leney,  Appenilli. 

tlliM,.  fropL  Enlly  B.  1*7,  New  lenej  Arehlves,  lit  series.  II,  308. 
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by  an  act  in  Parliament,  and  a  petition  brought  in  to  that 
effect  stopped  the  negotiations  with  the  board  of  trade.^ 

Meanwhile,  Bass,  after  ineffectual  efforts  to  maintain  him- 
self in  his  governorship  in  opposition  to  Hamilton,  came  over 
to  England  and  addressed  himself  to  securing  the  uncondi- 
tional confiscation  of  the  East  Jersey  charter.*  He  presented 
a  petition  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  inhabitants  of  E^t 
Jersey,  containing  complaints  against  the  proprietors.**  They 
submitted  an  answer  alleging  that  the  petition  was  the  work 
of  a  faction  who  desired  to  be  free  from  quitrents.  They 
said  that  some  planters  had  of  late  advanced  the  notion  that 
in  the  Indian  natives  rests  the  sole  ownership  of  the  soil.  If 
this  doc'trine  should  prevail  all  the  crown  grants  would  be 
royal  frauds  and  the  right  of  the  king  to  govern  might  also 
be  questioned.  In  conclusion  they  declared  that  both  the}'  and 
the  proprietors  of  West  Jersey  had,  before  this  complaint 
arrived,  unanimously  agreed  to  surrender  the  government  of 
both  provinces  to  the  king  under  conditions  proper  to  pre- 
serve their  civil  rights.*'  The  board,  however,  was  now 
deep  in  preparation  for  the  bill  of  1701,  and  ignored  this  offer 
of  the  proprietors.''  On  the  failure  of  that  bill,  which  Bass 
was  largely  engaged  in  forwarding,  and  by  which  he  hoped 
to  profit,-^  he  called  the  attention  of  the  board  of  trade  to  the 
Jerseys  In'  again  presenting,  in  opiK)sition  to  Governor  Ham- 
ilton, a  petition  of  a  number  of  inhabitants  which  declared 
that  the  governor  could  hold  courts  only  by  force  of  arms.^  It 
was  true  that  disorders  had  been  increasing  in  these  provinces, 
and  liad  been  encouraged  by  disputes  among  the  proprietors. 
Bass's  party,  in  the  East  Jersey  council,  had  left  their  seats, 
refused  to  recognize  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts,  rescued  a 
pirate — one  of  Kidd'screw — seized  the  governor  and  justices, 
and  imprisoned  them  for  some  days.  In  West  Jersey  the}' 
had  stirred  up  a  riot  in  Burlington  in  March,  1701,  on  the 
occasion  of  a  tax  levy. 

a  B.  of  T.  Paper*,  Journal  B.  369.    Febniary  12.  1700. 

b  BasH  could  not  even  consolidate  the  interests  of  thcw^e  opj>osed  to  the  Quakers.  Lewis 
Morris,  a  strong  Churchman,  supported  Hamilton. 

cB.  of  T.  Papers, 'Props.  F,  42.  November  5,  1700.  New  Jersey  Archives,  Ist  series, 
II,  322-327. 

rflbid..  F,  50.    New  Jersey  Archives,  1st  .series,  II.  344-353. 

«"See  Chapter  IV,  post, 

/  Letter  of  Bas.^.    Additional  MSS.  (British  Museum),  9747,  fo.  3H. 

g  B.  of  T.  Pai)ers,  Props.  G,  23. 
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Ht  After  Bass  had  abandoned  the  province  and  gone  to  Eng- 
^land  to  seek  redress,  the  party  wbo  supported  liini  in  the 
Itonrd  of  pi-oprietoi's sent  overCapt,  Andrew  Bowne,  commis- 
sioned by  only  six  o£  their  iiumber  and  witbout  the  knowledge 
iif  the  <itbt'rs.''  He  continued  to  foment  the  diseoixi.  Ham- 
ilton's party  had  seen  that  their  only  hope  lay  in  sending  some 
one  to  England  to  coimteraet  the  representations  of  Bass;  no, 
in  the  !>iimmerof  1701,  Mr.  Lewis  Morris  arrived  to  endeavor 
It)  secure  Haniilton'a  appointment  as  royal  governor  when 
the  surrender,  which  seemed  imminent,  should  be  consum- 
uiateil.*  The  scene  of  the  dispute  was  thus  transferred  from 
the  pi-oprictors  to  the  board  of  trade.  In  the  midst  of  it  the 
pi-oprietors  of  both  East  and  West  Jersey  presented  new 
tnrms  of  surrender,  this  time  stipulating  that  they  should  be 
prected  into  a  seijarate  province  and  not  l>e  annexed  to  New 
York.'^  After  numerous  hearings  of  lH)th  imrties  the  hoard 
of  trade  presented  a  representation  to  the  king,  October  2, 
ITiil.  reheai-sing  the  eTitire  ease/'  'I'hey  were  satisfied  that 
the  ]>atents  of  the  Duke  of  York  were  not,  nor  could  l>e,  of 
nny  validity  to  convey  the  riglit  of  government,  "which  is  a 
\Mtwer  inalienable  from  the  person  to  whom  it  is  granted,  and 
not  to  be  assigned  by  him  unto  any  other,  much  less  divided, 
Mibdivided.  and  conveyed  from  one  to  another  as  has  lH?eii 
done  in  the  present  case."  They  advised  that  the  King  com- 
mission a  governor  at  once,  but  also  that  he  should  obtjtin 
from  the  proprietoi-s  articles  of  surrender  to  their  pretended 
right  of  government.  In  a  later  representation  they  say  that 
n-ducing  this  province  to  an  orderly  government  under  the 
Cmwn  "will  l>e  of  gooil  influent^e  throughout  the  other  plan- 
tations.' The  proprietors  agreed  with  the  Imard  on  the 
instructions  to  be  given  the  i-oyal  governor  t<i  protect  their 
property  interests,  and  signed  the  form  of  surrender  April 
15,  1702/  They  could  not,  however,  agree  on  the  reeoiu- 
luendation  of  a  governor,  and  the  board  tinally  decided  [o 
mioate  some  person  wholly  unielated  to  the  factions.     So 
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(JoriibuiT,  who  was  about  to  go  to  New  York,  was  commis- 
sioned governor  of  New  Jersey  also.  Hamilton,  who  had 
really  governed  well  until  the  troubles  fomented  by  Bass,  was 
dispossessed  by  the  enmity  of  the  King's  pai*ty,  Quary  and 
Kandolph  opjwsing  his  reappointment. 

Thus  the  Jersey  proprietorships  were  vacated  and  the 
Quaker  imrt}'  in  these  eolonies  defeated.  Incidentally,  also, 
the  right  of  subinf(nidation  of  the  powers  of  government  by 
transfer  and  sale  was  denied,  and  the  peril  of  indefinite  .sub- 
division and  multipliciition  of  proprietary  governments 
avoided. 

PENNSYLVANIA    AND    DELAWARE. 

William  Penn  was  a  sturdy  and  declared  Jacobite,  and  had 
been  an  especial  favorite  of  James  II.  After  the  revolution, 
however,  he  refused  to  flee,  as  solicited  to  do  by  his  friends. 
He  was  therefore  arrested  on  charge  of  treason,  committed 
to  the  Tower,  and  his  right  to  Pennsylvania  declared  forfeited. 
After  his  release  on  bail  he  endeavored  to  secure  his  proprie- 
torship, but  the  committee  for  trade  and  plantations,  alleging 
as  reasons  the  absence  of  the  proprietor  from  the  province 
and  the  danger  from  the  French,  determined  to  include  Penn- 
s\'lvania  with  New  York,  and  in  l«)y2  drew  up  a  commission 
for  (\)lonel  Fletcher,  governor  of  New  York,  to  take  over  the 
Pennsylvania  government.  Fletcher  sent  his  deputy  to  Phila- 
delphia, who  ruled  there  for  two  years. 

Meanwhile  Penn  had  i*ecovered  from  his  difficulties.  He 
was  [H^rmitted  a  hearing  in  the  privy  council,  whereat  he 
proved  that  his  charttM-was  still  inviolate,  and  Fletcher's  com- 
mission consequently  illegal.  The  council  agreed  to  revoke 
this  connnission  on  condition  that  Pennsvlvania  should  fur- 
nish  a  quota  for  the  New  York  militia  or  its  value  in  supplies.** 
Whereupon  the  proprietary  government  was  quietly  reas- 
sumed  by  its  grantee  and  its  title  not  agiiin  called  in  question. 

lUit  on  the  failure  of  the  bill  of  17oi,  introduced  in  pursuance 
of  the  avowed  policy  of  the  ))oard  to  secure  as  many  colonies 
as  possible  to  the  direct  government  of  the  Crown,  negotia- 
tions were  })egun  for  the  purchase  of  Pennsylvania.  Penn 
was  ready  to  part,  for  a  pro]x>r  consideration,  with  the  trouble- 
some privilege  of  governing  a  protesting  province,  and  all 

•I  I'rivy  Council  RoKistrr,  Anp.  3.  ltI94. 
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the  more  willing  since  he  had  narrowly  escaped  losing  it  with- 
out remuneration,  and  since  it  was  to  be  feared  that  the  attempt 
in  Parliament  would  be  renewed.  The  enmity  to  Penn  of 
Quary  and  the  Church  of  £ngland  party  in  the  colony  was 
persistent,  and  their  influence  with  the  board  of  trade  enabled 
them  to  make  it  effective.'*  The  practical  difficulties  of  any 
proprietor,  however  just  and  however  willing  to  yield  to  the 
wishes  of  his  colonists,  were  necessarily  great  when  facing  a 
turbulent,  eager  democracy,  and  standing  between  them  and 
the  demands  of  the  home  government  in  regard  to  trade. 
Such  conditions  made  Penn  consider  the  burden  of  govern- 
ment heavier  than  its  advantages  and  suggested  overtures  for 
its  surrender.  Accordingly,  May  11,  1703,  he  wrote  to  the 
board  of  trade  that,  upon  a  just  regard  of  his  security  and  that 
of  the  people  in  their  civil  rights,  he  would  resign  the  govern- 
ment for  a  consideration.*  The  Queen  having  signified  her 
willingness  to  treat,  Penn  submitted  ''Proposals  for  surren- 
der," as  follows:^ 
First.  Pennsylvania  to  continue  a  distinct  province. 
Second.  The  laws  and  constitutions  to  be  confirmed  by  the 
Queen  except  such  few  as  he  himself  would  object  against. 

Thi  rd.  A  patent  to  be  given  him  for  the  lands  of  the  three 
lower  oounties  on  the  Delaware. 

Foufth.  Thirty  thousand  pounds  and  a  half -penny  grant 
upon  the  tobacco  of  the  province. 

.Fiftti.  The  right  to  present  two  persons  in  nomination  for 
goverir^or  for  the  choice  of  the  Queen. 
Sixt:  li.  No  appeals  in  cases  less  than  £200. 
Seventh.  Confirmation  of  his  rights  in  the  soil  to  himself 
and  h^irs. 

Thes«  conditions  were  too  exorbitant  to  be  considered.  The 
perpetual  nomination  of  the  governor  would  restrict  the  Eng- 
lish adrninistmtion  in  the  most  vital  part  and  the  whole  mat- 
ter wa^  dropped.  In  January,  1705,  Penn's  second  set  of 
propo$$aU«  evoked  some  pertinent  queries  from  the  Board,  the 
answers  to  which  are  interesting.^    The  chief  conditions  were 

l^  ^^«ipter  IV.  post 

^f^         I^^per  is  miwing;  its  contents  are  to  be  inferred  from  the  succeeding  one. 
•  *^'  I'.  Papers.  Props.,  N.  1. 

^-  X)qc,  745,  68-2— vol  1 16 
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the  exemption  of  his  heirs  from  taxation  and  the  protection 
of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Quakers.     He  also  proposed 
nominating  three  persons  from  among  whom  the  royal  gov- 
ernor should  he  chosen,  but  on  objection  he  gave  up  that  jwint 
In  response  to  an  inquiry  as  to  what  he  meant  by  ''liberty  of 
conscience,"  he  replied:  "I  mean  not  only  that  relating  to 
worship  but  to  edui*ation  or  schools,  a  coercive  or  ministerial 
maintenance,  and  the  militia;''  and  he  continued,  "The  Qua- 
kers having  founded  a  country  of  their  own  will  be  very  un- 
easy if  made  dissenters   therein/'     His  proposals  were  not 
only  that  Quakers  should  be  eligible  to  all  the  offices  save  that 
of  governor,  but  that  their  marriages  should  be  legalized, 
that  they  should  ])e  protected  '^against  abuse  and  reproach 
for  way  of  dress,"  and  should  not  be  obliged  to  serve  in  the 
militia.     The  governor  was  to  ttike  an  oath  to  that  eflFect. 
During  all  the  3' ear  of  1705  Penn  was  in  constant  negotiation 
for  the  surrender,  and  seemed  to  be  on  the  very  eve  of  accom- 
plishing it  when  the  troubles  with  Rhode  Island  and  Connecti- 
cut culminated  in  the  bill  of  1706  and  defeated  his  chances.'' 
In  January,  1707,  Penn  revived  the  matter.     The  Secretary  of 
State  wrote  to  the  Board  in  favor  of  purchasing  the  right  of 
government  to  Pennsylvania,  saying  that  he  thought  an  equita- 
ble allowance  ought  to  be  made  but  the   surrender  should 
be  unconditional  and  a)>solute.''    This  time  Penn  demanded 
£20,000,  of  whicli  £5,000  should  be  paid  from  the  treasury 
and  the  rest  ))y  grant  from  Pennsylvania.     But  while  nego- 
tiations were  pending,  the  Fords,  Penn's  agents,  interfered  to 
secure  their  rights  in  the  case  at  issue  between  them  and  Penn 
and  the  matter  was  dropped  for  the  third  time.^ 

Meanwhile  anxietv  and  confusion  over  this  matter  was 
great  in  Peimsylvania.  The  (lermans  feared  their  naturali- 
zation act  would  not  ))e  confirmed  if  the  Queen  assumed  the 
government  and  petitioned  for  favor;''  Logan  represented  to 
Penn  that  the  need  of  the  surrender  was  urgent  and  that  it 

«B.  of  T.  PaptTs,  Props.,  3(),  33,  42.  43,  4l>,  .tO,  .%.  57:  Joiimftls  I  and  K. 

hB.  of  T.  PapcTS,  Props.,  Entry  K,  43y. 

<'Shephcni,  Historx-  of  Proprietary  Government  in  I*ennsylvania,  in  Columbia  Studies 
in  History,  Economics,  and  Public  Law,  vol.  (>  (New  York.  18%),  says  Penn  offered  to  add 
a  greater  part  of  the  territory  for  the  .i'20,000.  Penn  himself  says  (B.  of  T.  I*apers.  Props.. 
P.  f*;  Q-  4)  that  he  only  offi'red  the  riuht  of  government.  The  cjise  iK'tween  Penn  and  the 
Fords  is  discussed  at  length  in  Clarendon  MSS.  (Bodleian  Library,  Oxford),  102:  160. 

dB.  of  T.  Papers,  Props.,  P.  27. 


^Williarasrs  draught  by  Lis  Order  in  8«  hut  Obstructed  \>y  ye 

iiisorder  the  Court  was  in  h  little  before  the  Revolution."" 

This  statement  of  the  title  not  Vjeing  satisfactory  to  the  Iwartl, 

they  represented  to  the  Queen  that  Penn's  lieutenaut-govenior 

^  ttfaould  not  be  contirmed  unless  he  signed  an  article  by  which 

Hthe  Crown  reserved  the  right  to  re^^ume  the  government  of  thft 

Ip"  lower  counties.     Penn  protested  in  vain,  and  his  entire  charter 

being  in  danger,  he  concluded  that  it  was  wise  to  sign  the 

reservation-     Subsequent  protests  were  also  unavailing,  and 

it  grew  to  lie  the  habitual  requirement  on  the  conBnnation  of 

levery  lieutenant-governor  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  that 

etotbeCn»wn  of  the  riKhtof  government  for  the  latter 

jiBhoiiUI   be  agreed  to  by  tie  proprietor.     Thus  the  right  of 

renn  to  these  lower  counties  was  never  legally  recognized. 

Protiably  only  their  in-signiticance  caused  them  to  reoiain  a 

•rt  of  his  proprietorship. 

An  utteuipt  wan  made  in  IVltJ  by  the  Fiarl  of  Sutherland  to 
irrcBt  the  Delaware  counties  from  the  Penns.*  The  boaitl  of 
recommendi'd  a  suit  in  courts  therefor,  but  the  court- 
ier favorite  did  not  consider  the  game  worth  the  candle  unless 
he  could  acquire  the  province  by  th«  King's  prerogative. 

The  failure  of  the  attempt  to  establish  royal  government  in 
Pennsylvania  left  this  vast  province  to  develop,  under  pro- 
jjrietary  forms,  a  democracy  almost  as  complete  as  that 
maintained  In  the  corporation  colonies  of  Connecticut  and 
iiode  Island.  Thia  result  was  not  attained,  however,  with- 
rut  friction  with  the  governors  and  conflict  with  the  business 
s  of  the  owners  of  the  estate  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
sclebrated  case  of  the  taxation  of  proprietary  estates,  which 
leached  so  acrimonious  a  stage  In  the  French  and  Indian  war, 
ibuws  bow  the  political  and  economic  interests  of  a  proprie- 
Ifary  colony  acted  and  rea(;ted  upon  one  another.'  The  board 
■  of  trade  took  the  position,  before  that  unusual,  of  supporting 
1  the  proprietors  against  the  agents  of  the  colony,  and  the 
I  clamor  for  the  assumption  of  the  government  by  the  Crown 
quickly  subsided. 
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THE  CAROLINAS. 


The  Carolina  proprietors  were  not  bound  to  their  settlers 
by  ties  of  a  common  faith,  as  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  Jer- 
seys, or  by  a  precedent  of  good  government,  as  in  Maryland. 
They  were  great  English  noblemen,  whose  sole  interest  in  the 
province  was  the  profit  it  might  aflFord  them,  whose  ideal  of 
government  was  a  fantastic  scheme  of  reproducing  a  feudal 
aristocmcy  on  a  vague  and  impracticable  basis.  The  colony 
developed  but  slowly,  the  profits  were  small  and  uncertain, 
the  colonists  proved  stubborn,  and  the  ways  of  the  wilderness 
unsuited  to  idealistic  constitutions.  The  lords  proprietors 
interested  themselves  but  little  in  the  management  of  the  col- 
onies. They  left  affairs  in  the  hands  of  some  secretary  or 
agent,  who  was  usually  controlled  by  some  of  the  shrewder 
dignitaries  in  the  colonies  themselves.  The  relations,  there- 
fore, of  the  colonists  and  the  proprietors  tended  constantly 
toward  opposition,  and  it  was  by  the  action  of  the  people 
of  South  Carolina  that  the  government  was  wrested  from 
the  proprietors'  hands  and  vested  in  those  of  the  King.  The 
people  of  North  Carolina,  scattered  and  few,  disregarded  the 
instructions  of  the  board  of  proprietors,  defied  their  govern- 
ors, and  lived  in  a  state  of  unrest  and  individual  freedom  bor- 
dering on  anarchy.  But  the  South  Carolina  colonists  were 
more  compact,  more  skilled  in  political  management,  and 
more  capable  of  uniting  for  a  common  purpose.  From  them 
came  the  initiative  that  finally  overthrew  the  proprietors' 
government. 

The  charter  of  Carolina  had  been  in  danger  of  revocation 
several  times  simply  because  it  was  of  the  proprietary  type. 
It  was  included  in  the  bills  of  1701  and  1706,  and  the  confu- 
sion in  Carolina  was  the  chief  cause  of  the  bill  of  1715.  The 
church  acts  of  1703  were  not  only  repealed  in  1706,  but  in  the 
course  of  the  complaints  concerning  them  by  the  colonists' 
agents  the  charter  was  brought  into  danger,  and  by  order  of 
the  Queen  on  an  address  of  the  House  of  Lords,  the  attorney- 
general  and  the  solicitor-general  were  ordered  to  proceed  by 
''quo  warranto"  against  it  on  the  ground  that  a  part  of  the 
proprietors  had  approved  of  acts  that  were  ''contrary  to  reason 
and  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England."  ^    But  a  question  hav- 

a  B.  of  T.  Papers,  Props.,  0, 61,  60, 64,  65,  76;  Entry  E,  860,  882. 


MK'rady,  History  of  South  Carolina  under  the  Proprietary  Government  (New 
<.  18^7).  I,  427-438;  a  correet  and  complete  account  of  this  first  atten)i)t  to  void  the 
^ter. 

of  T.  Papers,  Props.  Q,  76,  77.     Printed  in  part  in  N.  C.  Recs..  II.  2-2^233. 
~     ^  t)id,Q,  6<"),  79.     The  agents  hinted  that  there  were  Stuart  intriguers  among  the  ap- 

"*^tees  of  the  proprietors  In  South  Carolina. 
^^    ^^ne  of  these  is  from  the  French  immigrants  in  their  native  language.    B.  of  T.  Papers, 
^^r«.  Q.  111.  116. 
"^   Ibid.  117. 

^  ti.  of  T.  Papers.  Journal  8..  250.  251.     N.  C.  Reos.,  II,  '2iiO. 
^  B.  of  T.  Papers.  Props.  Q.  121. 
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Ing  arisen  of  the  privilege  of  a  peer  in  Parliament,  the  matter 
was  dropped  in  the  privy  council.* 

After  the  failure  of  the  bill  of  1715,  the  agents  of  the  colo- 
nists remained  in  England  and  constantly  attempted  to  bring 
to  the  notice  of  the  King  and  of  the  board  of  trade  the  dis- 
tressed state  of  the  province,  and  to  have  the  Government 
tiiken  from  the  proprietors.      On  June  22,  1716,  they  sub- 
mitted two  memorials  to  the  board,  showing  the  value  of  the     /V  ^^ 
province  to  the  Crown,  its  defenseless  condition,  the  desertion 
of  its  inhabitants,  and  that  the  lords'  proprietors  were  unable 
or  unwilling  to  furnish  aid.*     At  the  same  time  they  pre- 
sented similar  appeals  to  the  King  in  council,  replying  to  the 
defense  of  the  proprietors  ''in  a  very  damaging  fashion."^ 
The  l)oard  summoned  the  agents  to  a  conference  and  requested 
a  j^tatement  from  the  proprietors.     Meanwhile  the  agents  had 
written  to  the  colonists  to  continue  their  petitions  and  memo- 
r'al*s,  and  early  in  1717  a  fresh  batch  arrived,  signed  by  mer- 
chants, by  the  assembly,  and  by  various  groups  of  inhabitants.*' 
A  printed  document  was  also  prepared  for  both  houses  of  Par- 
liament. ^    The  agents  had  a  hearing  before  the  board  (May 
^^^  1717),  and  after  showing  the  deplorable  condition  of  the 
Province  according  to  advices  lately  received,  they  declared 
toat  Lord  Cartaret,  the  palatine,  had  told  them  he  was  willing 
^  re-sign  his  share  of  the  proprietorship  if  it  would  conduce 
^^  tlie  relief  of  the  colony.-^    The  proprietors  in  reply  to  the 
"^^I'd's  question  declared  that  they  had  laid  out  several  hun- 
^''^ci  pounds  since  the  war  began,  and  had  given  orders  that 
^''   Arrears  of  quitrents  should  be  used  for  public  purposes.  ^ 
^^^d  Cartaret  denied  that  he  had  offered  to  resign  his  propri- 
^j^^^t:^>hip,  and  requested  the  board  to  suspend  judgment  until 
*^     new  governor.  Col.  Robert  Johnson,  should  arrive  and 
►^rt  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  colony.     This  reasonable 
nest  appears  to  have  been  granted. 
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Meanwhile,  the  deed  of  surrender  executed  October  28, 
1717,  by  the  Bahama  proprietors,  who  were  nearly  the  same 
as  those  owning  Carolina,  encouraged  the  colonists'  agents  to 
press  their  interests.  In  March,  1718,  they  renewed  their 
representations  of  the  dangers  of  the  colony  from  pirates  and 
Spaniards  as  well  as  Indians,  and  submitted  a  memorial  signed 
by  568  persons,  more  than  half  of  the  male  inhabitants  of 
South  Carolina,  praying  to  be  taken  under  the  crown. *»  But 
while  the  board  of  trade  with  their  dilatory  action  were  still 
questioning  and  inquiring,  the  impatient  South  Carolinians 
ref  ased  to  remain  longer  under  a  government  so  inefficacious 
and  so  underhanded  as  that  of  the  proprietors.  While  osten- 
sibly governing  through  their  lieutenant-governor,  the  pro- 
prietors were  in  reality  wholly  influenced  in  their  policy  by 
Nicholas  Trott,  the  learned  but  cornipt  chief  justice  of  the 
province,  and  by  his  unscrupulous  colleague.  Colonel  Rhett 
Acting  upon  their  advice  the  proprietors  had  sent  over  a  veto 
of  several  laws  that  the  colonists  considered  essential  to  their 
welfare  and  libert5%  Upon  the  governor's  proclamation  of 
dissolution  the  assembly  voted  itself  a  convention  of  the  peo- 
ple, seized  the  government  into  its  own  hands  and  elected  a 
governor,  confidently  appealing  to  the  English  Government 
for  support.  The  good  and  loyal  governor.  Colonel  Johnson, 
although  he  sympathized  with  the  grievances  of  the  people, 
could  not  do  otherwise  than  attempt  to  suppress  the  rebellion 
against  the  proprietors.  But  havings  no  support  he  was 
obliged  to  yield.  The  surprising  news  reached  England  early 
in  1720,  and  simultaneously  the  colonists'  cause  was  strength- 
ened by  the  arrival  of  their  agent,  John  Barnwell,  with  expla- 
natioi>s  and  addresses.  The  revolutionists  rested  their  cause 
on  the  charter,  claiming  that  the  proprietors  had  violated  it 
in  many  particulars:  they  were  to  propagate  the  gospel  and 
to  transport  a  colony,  })ut  had  done  neither;  they  had  hindered 
the  people  by  violating  covenants  with  those  who  had  been 
induced  to  immigrate;  good  government  and  safety  were  a 
design  in  granting  the  charter,  neither  of  which  had  been 
secured.  They  also  recited  the  recommendation  of  1706  and 
then  passed  to  the  immediate  troubles,  the  repeal  of  beneficial 

aB.  of  T.  Papers,  Props.,  151. 


THE    AMERICAN    OOLONIAL    CHARTER. 


249 


laws  and  the  multiplication  of  negatives,  the  veto  right  heiiig 
maintained  by  both  governor  and  palatine." 

The   English  tiovfriimenl  was   only  too  wiUhig   to   take 
advantage  of  the  situation,  even  at  the  cost  of  encouniging 

Kic  dangerous  precedent  of  a  revolution.     The  palatine,  Loi-d 
irtaret.   l>eing  aiwenl  on  a  diplomatic   mission,  Mr.  Ash- 
y  and  Mr.  Dawson  attended  seveitil  times  on  the  iHiard  and 
at   the   privy   council.      In   one   of   these   eonferences   they 
admitted  that  they  were  in  treaty  for  the  sale  of  the  pTOvince," 
This  still  further  enraged  the  people  of  South  Carolina,''  and 
rendered  the  English  administrator^^  iiiore  ready  to  supersede 
Kthcni.     On  August  11,  1720,  therefore,  an  order  in  council 
^tiras  passed  to  assiune  the  provisional  govennnent  of  the  prov- 
;e,  and  September  20  a  draft  of  a  commission  was  ordered 
(or  Francis  Nicholson  as  royal  governor."    A  hearing  having 
sen  had  by  the  pi^oprietoi-s,  a  third  order  was  i.'jsued  8epl«m- 
jer  27,  for  the  attorney-genei-al  to  bring  a  "scire  facias" 
Bagainst  the  charter.'    This  was,  however,  never  done,  and  the 
royal  government  was  merely  a  provisional  one  and  the  cbar- 
r  still  in  legal  force. 

In  regard  to  North  Carolina,  the  colonists'  agents  advised  the 
isiuuption  of  that  government  also,  since  there  wus  Imt  one 
charter  for  the  whole,  suggesting  that  it  might  be  l»ett*^r  to 
annex  it  to  Virginia,  as  nearer  and  more  related  thereto/ 
Nothing  was  done,  however,  and  the  proprietors  continued 
fior  ten  years  longer  to  appoint  governors  for  North  Carolina. 
Just  liefore  the  arrival  of  the  new  royal  governor  in  the 
»lony,  the  proprietors'  governor,  Colonel  Johnson,  taking 
kdvantage  of  the  pre.sencc  of  two  men-of-war,  whose  captains 
greed  to  support  him,  made  an  nlfort  to  recover  the  goveni- 
lent  for  his  principals."  The  revolutionary  government 
mined  their  guns  upon  the  marines  and  brought  the  matter 
an  effectual  stop.     One  of  the  captains  acted  as  mediator. 

'TnieSUlvoICHKbcliiTceii  Ihc  InlmtilUnui'lSuiitli  r'Hn.>Ilniiiii>']  Lht'L'jR]!-Pro(>Hi;- 

"'  B.otT.  PBiwm.  Prop*.  Q.,  'XO, 

i.  of  T.  Pttpcni,  Juunial  W,  270-274,    Ik-c  Mc-Cnuly.  Bl-Uirj-  „l  -knHli  I'rinilliiu,  I,  ivw- 

for  connMlion  itllti  South  Sett  tmbble, 

I.  o[T.  Pip«ni,  SouUi  Cuidinii,  A,  IS. 

bm,  I.2I.2Z.23. 

•  Ibid,  M. 

/B,  utT.  P»pers  Jouni«J  W.  603:  SoutU  CHrohriB,  A.  17. 
(Har  U.  I7ZI.    B.  OCT.  Fapcn,  Souib  CuroJInii.  A.  Ml. 


Chapter  III. 

ATTEMPTS   AT   INTERNAL  CONTROL. 
THE   EXBCITIVE — THE  JUDICIARY — APPEALS — THE    LBGI8LATCJRB. 

It  was  the  aim  of  the  English  administrators  in  their  new 
zeal  for  colonial  government  not  merely  to  bring  colonies 
(lirectlv  under  the  control  of  the  Crown,  but  also  to  secure  the 
largest  possible  measure  of  control  in  the  colonies  indirectly 
administered,  because  removed  from  their  care  by  the  inter- 
vention of  a  charter.  Such  control  they  attempted  to  secure 
in  three  ways:  First,  by  enlarging  their  relations  with  the 
executive;  second,  by  arranging  a  system  of  intercolonial 
courts;  third,  by  continuing  a  check  upon  colonial  legislation. 

THE   EXECUTIVE. 

In  the  English  colonial  policy  the  governor  was  the  con- 
necting link  between  the  English  administrators  and  the  colo- 
nial local  government.  In  the  colony  he  represented  the 
dignity  and  majesty  of  the  monarch  himself.  He  commanded 
the  militia;  he  presided  over  the  supi*eme  colonial  court;  h^ 
summoned,  prorogued,  and  dissolved  the  assemblies;  he  held 
a  power  of  veto;  he  was  the  source  of  pardons  and  of  appoint- 
ments to  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  Moreover,  he  was 
chief  land  agent,  he  held  the  power  of  making  grants  and  of 
collecting  quitrents.  Thus  the  colonists'  sentiments  toward 
him  were  complicated  by  the  two  sets  of  relations — political 
and  economic.  From  the  standpoint  of  the  home  Government 
the  governor  was  the  royal  agent.  His  appointment  was  for 
a  term  dependent  upon  the  King's  will.  He  was  the  means  of 
communiciition  between  Crown  and  colonv,  the  enforcer  of 
the  conunercial  system,  the  defender  of  the  Crown's  preroga- 
tive, the  commander  in  chief  in  time  of  war.  The  difficulty, 
however,  of  efficient  control  over  a  governor  at  so  great  a 
distance  was  recognized  by  the  home  Government.  A  state 
paper  of  1714:  sets  this  forth.*    The  tendency,  therefore,  was 

<(  A  Hcheme  or  treatise  of  1714,  in  B.  of  T.  Papers,  PI.  Geiil.  K..  39.  "  GoTenunente  have 
been  given  as  a  reward  for  nervices  and  with  the  design  that  such  penoDf  sliould  make 
their  fortuncH.  They  are  generally  obtained  by  the  favour  of  great  men  toaome  of  their 
Dependants  or  Relations,  and  they  have  been  sometiraes  given  to  penons  who  were 
obliged  to  divide  the  pn)Ht  of  them  with  those  by  whose  means  they  were  procured.  The 
Qualifications  of  such  persons  for  Government  being  seldom  considered    ■*■**.    A  bad 
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to  reduce  the  governor's  authority  by  nieans  of  a  royal  coiinuil 
and  to  appoint  councilor!;  directly  witbout  con»siiltation  with 
the  governor.  His  veto  power  was  lessened  by  the  consistent 
and  constant  effortii  to  have  all  legislation  ratified  in  England, 
and  bis  judicial  authority  was  aliridged  by  the  drawing  over 
of  appeal!^  to  the  English  courts. 

The  colonists  also  sought  to  interpose  their  check  upon  the 
colonial  governor  by  the  control  of  bis  salary.  Except  in 
Virginia,  where  the  salary  was  paid  l)y  the  Crown,  a  long 
aacccHsion  of  undignified  bickeringfl  on  that  subject  marks 
the  constitutional  development  of  the  American  colonies.  This 
occurred  aUo  in  the  proprietaries  and  in  Massachusetts.  The 
only  colonies  where  harmony  with  the  executive  prevailed 
were  the  two  corporations  of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut, 
whose  governors  were  simply  executoi-a  of  the  legislature. 
But  in  all  the  colonies  under  the  control  of  the' charters,  with 
the  exception  of  Massachusetts,  whose  governor  was  of  royal 
appointment,  the  colonial  administrators  lacked  an  agent  of 
their  own  creation.  As  the  commercial  relations  between  the 
lother  country  and  the  colonies  increased  and  the  need  of 
rotecting  the  colonies  from  French  attack  grew  more  inipera- 
,  this  lack  was  felt  as  a  distinct  disadvantage,  and  plans 
br  gaining  Honie  measure  of  control  over  the  governors 
•ointetl  by  proprietors  or  elected  by  corporate  colonies  were 
Welcomed  with  alacrity  and  pushed  as  vigoi-ously  as  might 
be  consistent  with  chartered  rights," 

The  plan  fathered  by  P^dward  Randolph  was  to  include  in 
the  navigation  act  of  Hiyt;  a  series  of  measures  which  would 
secure  effective  enforcement  of  the  acts  of  trade  and  check 
^tbe  connivance  of  the  pniprietary  governments  at  illegal  com- 
(■oercc.^    The  first  of  these  measures  was  the  royal  confirma- 
ion  of  governors.     It  was  emiiodied  in  the  act  in  the  follow- 
^  language:  '*And  all  governours  nominated  and  appointed 


Lin  hnppun  Isti 


;  mOiculty  at  redrew,  it 


d  be  Duty  cujoy 


^T  gtovn  baugbij  and  insoiciii,  ui 
■11  Miliul  him,  the  wane  thing  U 

when  Ihe  luual  term  of  such  Ouvernmenta  ia  almon  eiptntd. 

Btin  Brlltain  the  [rulUoCall  hlBOppmaloii  and  rapine." 

fiSvt  iMIvi  lit  Citnnlng,  cuslom-hoiue  officer  in  Biialon,  Marrb  2. 1717:  "  Rut  the  charier 

(Ative.  and  it  would  Ih.^  a  service  lo  the  Crown 

nlhey  all  la-keUHway.    *    ■    •    Wbcreanr  Goveruormuiit(lcpend  uD  Ihc  People  he 

IT  the  Crown'i  nerrioe  M  he  could  II  lie  bad  no 

t.  apeelalljr  JDVolved  lu  Ulesal  trade. 
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by  any  such  Persons  or  Proprietors,  who  sh&ll  bee  intituled 
to  make  .such  nomination  shall  bee  allowed  and  approved  by 
HLs  Majesty  His  Heirs  and  Successor?  as  aforesaid."*' 

The  machinery  for  carnk'ing  this  provision  into  operation 
was  not  easily  arranged.  The  proprietors  of  the  Bahamas 
were  the  tirst  to  request  royal  approval  for  their  appointee, 
Nicholas  Webb,  January-  2s,  lf>i*7.*  Penn,  owing  to  his 
absence  in  America,  failed  to  get  his  lieutenant-governor 
confirmed,  a  fac't  which  his  enemies  used  to  his  disadvantage. 
The  privy  council  rei^uesting  of  the  board  of  trade  the  names 
of  the  proprietary  governors  that  had  not  been  confirmed,  it 
was  necessary-  to  send  to  Randolph  in  America  to  procure 
such  a  list/  Upon  receiving  Randolph's  reply,  and  observ- 
ing that  only  the  Bahamas*  governor  had  rei'eived  the  required 
approl)ation,  the  board  urged  the  attorney' -general  to  reply 
to  the  question  submitted  November  9,  1699,  "how  the  Pro- 
prietors in  His  Majesties  Plantat*^  may  be  more  effectually 
obliged  to  present  the  names  of  the  respective  Governors 
appt**  by  them  for  his  Maj^  allowance  or  disallowance."'*'  He 
responded  January  2,  1701,  that  ''the  Proprietors  of  the 
Plantations  could  not  l>e  more  effectually  obliged  to  present 
the  names  of  their  Governors  to  his  Ma"*  for  his  Approba- 
tion but  bv  Act  of  Parliament,  which  was  then  intended  to 
1)0  endeavored  the  last  session,  and  to  be  provided  for  by 
some  Claase  in  the  Act  for  punishing  Pirates,  but  was  omitted, 
and  therefore  I  humbly  conceive  it  must  be  attempted  this 
next  Parliament  to  procure  a  Remedy  by  some  act  to  be  made 
for  that  purpose. "  *^  Accordingly,  the  board  of  trade  reported 
to  the  House  of  Commons  in  relation  to  the  bill  of  1701  that 
this  was  one  of  the  grievances  that  made  the  vacating  of  the 
charters  a  necessit}  ^ 

With  the  failure  of  this  bill,  and  the  inconveniences  attached 
to  the  annual  approbation  of  the  elected  governors  in  the 
(jolonies  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  this  provision  of 
the  law  was  allowed  to  lapse   so  far  as  these  corporations 

aSUitutes  of  the  Realm,  7th  and  8th  William  III,  chap.  22.  For  the  other  features  of 
thiM  plan  Hi'v.  "Tho  Jn<lieiary."  post. 

hPrivy  Council  KeRister,  16^-1697.  575. 

rh.  of  T.  PaptTH,  PI.  Genl.,  Entry  B,  113.  Props.,  F,  41.  Receiyed  from  Randolph, 
November  6,  1700. 

dibid.,  PropK.,  Entrj'  A.  405. 

f  B.  of  T.  I'ajKTs,  Pn)p8.,  F,  56. 

/Ibid.,  PI.  Gcn'l,  Entry  B,  445. 
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V  coiiti'med.  Penn  secured  the  appnivul  of  his  guvernor 
in  lloi,  on  condition  of  a  reserve  to  the  Crown  for  Deluwure." 
In  the  Cftfolinas  no  governor  was  presented  for  eontirniation 
until  ITU.*  This  provision  of  the  net  of  IHitfl  was  gradimlly 
enforced  among  the  proprietiiries,  and  gave  aiieh  measure  of 
control  as  resulted  from  the  hrnrd'H  insi>ectiou  of  the  records 
•nd  fitness  of  the  lytudidates  presented/ 

The  second  measure,  closely  allied  to  the  first  and  necessary 
in  order  to  make  the  confirmation  efl'ective,  was  the  require- 
ment concerning  oaths  to  support  the  laws  of  trade.  By  the 
*ct  before  cited  they  were  to  be  taken  by  all  governors  of 
proprietary  colonies  aa  well  as  by  those  under  royal  appoint- 
ment. The  amount  of  security  to  be  given  varied  according 
to  the  extent  and  importance  of  the  colonial  trade.  By  this 
means  tihe  governors  in  the  charter  colonies  were  held  as 
strictly  to  enforce  the  navigation  laws  as  those  in  the  colonies 
under  royal  control. 

An  effort  was  made  to  compel  the  proprietors  to  give  Ixinds 
tod  security  for  their  deputy  governors.''  This  culminated 
in  an  address  to  the  King  from  the  House  of  Lords,  March 
18.  IftSt",'  complaining  of  the  illegal  practices  in  the  "several 
great  tracts  of  land  granted  by  Your  Majesty's  predecessors 
where  the  governors  itrc  not  luiinediat«ly  nominated  by  Your 
Majesty."  and  demanding  that  the  proprietors  Ije  held  respon- 
fflble  by  a  legal  bond.  The  latter  at  once  offei-ed  objections. 
JereDiiah  Bass,  agent  for  the  .leisey  proprietors,  wrote: 
"1  am  very  sorry  their  Loi™  insist  so  positively  on  security 
for  the  Gov"  of  Proprietary  colonies,  since  I  find  the  Pi'opne- 
tors  grow  more  and  more  averse  to  compliance  and  think  it 
too  gi-eat  a  hardship  upon  them."''  Penn  wrote,  February  12, 
WjH:  *'  I  think  it  hard  Proprietaries  should  give  security  for 
Deputys  of  the  king's  approbation;  since  to  me  it  seems  the 
same  thing.  For  therefore  we  should  be  excused  lieoauae  the 
king  approves  or  disapproves  our  nomination.  If  we  may 
absolutely  appoint  I  think  we  could  not  well  refuse  to  be  se- 
curity for  their  ol»edience  to  the  Act-s  of  Navigation,     How- 
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ever,  if  it  be  thought  litt  yt  security  be  given  even  for  such 
as  the  king  approves  of,  I  humbly  offer  to  you  that  no  Deputy 
be  approved  of  y t  will  not  give  the  king  security  for  his  right 
discharge  of  the  place  in  reference  to  trade  and  the  king's 
Revenues;  since  a  Proprietary,  that  may  be  both  absent  and 
Inn(K*ent  may  be  ruined  b}-  ye  carelessness  or  corruption  of  a 
deputy  and  yt  the  Security  arrived  at  by  the  Lords  in  their 
address  to  the  King  is  equall}'  answered  by  this."**  The  rea- 
sons for  the  proprietors'  reluctance  is  well  explained  here. 
The  conditions  in  the  colonies  made  it  impracticable  for  them 
to  pledge  their  money  to  secure  the  acts  of  titide.*  October 
27,  161)8,  the  board  reported  to  the  King  tliat  none  of  the  pro- 
prietors or  th(i  charter  governments  had  given  the  security 
nHjuirod  })v  the  address  from  the  House  of  Lords/  Upon  the 
opinion  of  the  attorney -general  that  he  could  not  *'find  any 
I^iw  whereby  the  Proprietors  of  Plantations  are  oblidged  to 
give  Security  for  their  Deputy  Gov'rs,"'*'  the  attempt  was 
abandoiK^d.  In  1722  the  board  of  trade  threatened  Rhode 
Island  and  Connecticut  with  a  forfeiture  of  letters  patent  if 
they  did  not  comph'  with  the  terms  of  this  address/  and  they 
were  obliged  to  give  the  bonds  for  their  governors  to  Gov- 
ernor Shute/  Again,  in  1734,  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Lords  on  the  state  of  the  plantiitions  gave  an  opinion  that 
these  colonies  should  rexjuire  their  governors  to  give  these 
oaths  and  securities,  but  this  never  seems  to  have  been 
enforced,  s' 

The  complicity  of  the  governors^  with  pirates  led  to  an 
act  ^*  For  the  more  effectual  suppression  of  Piracy,"  by  which 
commissions  were  authorized  to  be  sent  out  to  the  governors 
in  order  to  tr}^  captured  pimtes  and  condemn  them  to  death. 
During  the  cours(>  of  discussion  uix)n  this  bill  in  the  House, 
an  amendment  was  offered  and  accepted  to  the  following 
intent:'  '"And  be  it  eniu*t(*d  That  if  anv  of  the  Governors  in 


aB.  of  T.  Papers.  Props.,  1697.  4:«. 

h  Uandolph  wrote  about  tbii^  time:  "No  notice  there  [in  South  Carolina]  to  taken  of  the 
act?,  of  tmdc."    W.  of  T.  Papers,  PI.  (ieii'l,  A.  11. 

••Ibid..  PI.  Geiri,  Entry  A,  370. 

rflbid..  Props.,  F,y. 

r  B.  of  T.  Pui>ers.  PI.  Gen'l.  Entry  E,  4.')6. 

/  Rh<Kle  Island  protested,  but  to  no  avail.    Ibid..  ProjiS.,  R,44. 

(/House  of  Lords  ,1  on  null,  XXIV.  411. 

ft  Fletcher  was  accused  by  Bcllornont.  who  says,  "I  have  proved  his  correspondence 
with  pirates."    Clarenden  MS.S.  (B(MlIeian  Library).  lOi';  21. 

»■  House  of  Coniniona  Journal.  XIII,  307. 
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^pllic  Sftid  Plantationt^  |tliose  under  Grants  or  Charters  from 
Crowiil,  or  any  pei-son  or  persons  in  authority  there,  shall 
refuse  to  yield  oliedieuoe  to  this  act  sut-h  refusal  is  hereby 
declared  to  !«'  a  Forfeiture  of  all  aud  every  such  Charters 
granted  for  the  Government  or  Propriety  of  such  Plantation,'-' 
which  amendment  was  aceepted  and  approved."  During  all 
the  dis<!usf«ion  of  piratiy  and  its  suppressions  the  boaixl  made 
constant  accusationa  in  regai'd  to  tlie  governors  of  proprietary 
and  of  charter  governmentM.^  For  example,  December  9, 
I*)!'?,  the  boai'd  represented  to  the  King;  "  Cpon  consideni- 
t ion  of  the  manifold  mischiefs  that  have  of  late  years  been 
committed  in  East  India  and  other  remote  places,  and  the 
favoi-ablc  entertainment,  protection  and  encouragement  which 
it  is  notorious  many  have  found  in  several  of  your  Majesty's 
colonies  and  plantations  in  America  (and  more  i»artienlarly  in 
Proprieties  and  Charter  governments)"  etc  As  a  remedy  it 
was  proposed  to  jblss  a  stringent  law  in  Parliament  to  punish 
the  governors  of  all  plantations,  not  excepting  those  under 
pioprietary  or  charter  governments  for  any  malfeasance  in 
office.  This  was  accordingly  .done  with  the  provision  that 
the  cases  were  to  he  tried  in  the  English  courts.' 

In  addition  to  these  attempts  to  i^ontrol  the  appointment  of 
govemoi-s  and  to  impose  restrictions  upon  them  in  regard  to 
Ihe  acts  of  trade,  an  attempt  was  also  made  solely  by  the 
action  of  the  pt^rogative  overruling  chartered  rights  to  foist 
a  royal  governor  uiKin  the  corporation  colonies  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Connecticut.  During  the  first  French  war,  when 
an  urgent  need  for  the  union  of  all  the  northern  colonies  under 
one  head  was  felt,'' an  opinion  was  obtained  from  the  attorncy- 
getieral  that  governors  might  he  appointed  liy  the  Crown  in  a 
charter  colony  in  case  of  pressing  danger  or  a  grave  exigency,' 
and  the  militia  of  these  colonies  was  actually  placed  underthe 
authority  of  neighlmring  royal  governor,-!.  In  17"14,  in  the 
course  of  the  attempl.s  niitde  l)y  Cornbury  and  Dudley  to  get 
pos.session  of  the  small  coi-poration  colonics,  this  old  opinion 
WHS  brought  Ui  light.     Induced  by  the  complaints  of  those 

aSUIules  iil  Iho  KluIiii,  1 1  iiimI  12.  tvilliam  in,  (^.  T. 

Phih-bs  I'l.  O.-nl..  Kiilry  A.  210,232, 24S;Jt.uniiil,B,4W,    . 

.i>r  Ihu  RH&Im,  11  nod  12,  Wniiun  111,  r.  13. 
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officials  that  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  refused  their  quotas 
for  the  war/'  and  that  "  they  hate  any  one  that  owns  subjec- 
tion to  the  Queen/'*  the  })oard  of  trade  recommended  that 
Dudh»y  should  he  commissioned  governor  of  Rhode  Island/ 
The  re|K)rt  of  the  attorney-geneml  was  a  strong  one  in  favor 
of  the  prerogative.  He  not  only  concurred  that  in  an  extra- 
ordinar}'  exigency  and  in  case  of  the  inabilitA-  of  the  pro- 
prietor or  corporation  to  defend  the  colony  a  governor  might 
})e  constituted,  Imt  "that  as  to  the  civil  government  Mich 
Governor  is  not  to  alter  any  of  the  rules  of  property  or  pro- 
ceedings in  civil  causes  established  pursuant  to  the  Charters 
granted,  whereb}"  the  j)roprietors  of  those  colonie.s  are  incor- 
porated; on  perusal  of  which  Charters,  we  do  not  find  any 
clauses  that  can  exclude  your  Majesty,  (who  has  a  right  to 
govern  all  your  subjects, )  from  naming  a  (lovernor  on  your 
]yiajty»  hehalf,  for  those  colonies  at  all  times.'"'' 

The  agents  of  Rhode  Island  and  Ck)nnecticut  in  alarm  prayed 
for  a  hearing,  which  was  finally  granted  February  12,  1705. 
Meanwhile  Cornbury  had  sent  over  a  manuscript  copy  of 
Bulkelev's  ^'Will  and  Doom,"'  in  a  hundred  closelv  written 
pages,  to  prove  that  Connecticut  had  illegally  resumed  her 
charter  after  the  Andros  regime.  The  board  meeting  on  this 
oc<^asion  was  ver}'  large,  including  the  great  officers  of  State 
and  the  prince  consort,  (ieorge  of  Denmark.  The  agents 
prayed  for  time  and  that  the  charges  should  be  proved  on 
oath.  The  w  hole  matter  now  became  merged  in  the  bill  of 
17i)iy.'  Dudley,  hoping  by  that  means  to  be<*ome  the  royal 
governor  of  Rhode  Island,  dropped  his  former  plan,  and  the 
board  never  again  attemptcHl  to  assert  the  prerogative  against 
these  colonies  to  the*,  extent  of  appointing  a  governor  for  them. 

The  net  result,  therefore,  of  all  the  efforts  to  control  th<t 
executive  in  proprietary  and  corjx)ratiou  cohmie^  amounted 
to  this:  The  proprietors  were  compelled  to  obtain  for  their 
governors  contirmation  by  the*  ('rown,  })efore  securing  which 
the  governor  entered  a  bond  and  took  an  oath  to  observe  the 
acts  of  tradt*.     The  propri(»tors  themselves  gave  no  bonds  for 

«»B.  of  T.  PaiKjrs.  Proi^s.,  Kiitry  1),  IT'*;  New  Enjrlund.  Entry  E,  344,358;  New  England. 
().:U>. 

Mbui.,  New  York,  W.  :ju. 

ribid..  Props..  Entry  I).  iVS. 

rflbid,.  Props.,  M.  iT.  Clialmers,  Oijinion.s.  j)p.  OT^kH.  It  is  strange  that  more  advantage 
was  n(»t  takt'H  of  this  \vmi\  opinion  of  the  ri^ht  to  aj»point  a  royal  governor. 

<See  Chapter  IV,  i>ost. 


le  comlmt  of  their  goveriiuvs,  Spasiiitxiic  attempts,  with 
slight  success,  were  made  t«  impose  the  same  Imtid  and  oath 
upon  the  governors  in  thp  charter  colonies  elected  hy  the  peo- 
ple. The  governors  in  the  corporation  colonies  were  not  only 
exempt  from  all  regulation,  except  general  instructions  from 
the  home  government,  hut  their  names  were  not  even  known 
at  the  office  of  colonial  government.  Occasionally  a  proprie- 
tary governor  undertook  to  overreach  his  prineipals  hy  direct 
communication  with  the  ntyal  administrators,  but  aa  a  rule 
they  were  content  to  act  as  agents  in  the  colonies,  relying  on 
the  proprietors  to  effect  arrangements  with  the  English  authnri- 
ties.  All  governors,  however,  wore  liable  to  prosecution  in 
the  English  court-i.  but  this  was  never  put  into  practice,  the 
al  of  a  governor  being  considered  a  sufficient  punitory 
lure. 


The  legal  system  in  thi-  American  colonies  wan  not  trans- 
ported full-grown  from  England,  or  carried  on  with  regard 
for  Knglish  precedents  and  in  accordance  with  the  practices 
of  English  courts.  It  was  rather  a  popular  system  of  law, 
resting  upon  the  necessities  and  conditions  of  colonial  life, 
and  administered  by  the  colonists  themselves  in  accordance 
with  their  own  ideas  of  justice  and  eqiiity."  In  the  corpora- 
tion colonies  of  the  seventeenth  century  the  opportunity  fur 
the  growth  of  local  custom,  unaffected  by  dictation  from  the 
English  authorities,  was  more  complete  than  elsewere.  Pro- 
tected by  llic  charters  which  gave  powers  of  erecting  courts 
and  establishing  judicatures,  the  colonists  administered  jus- 
tice in  a  vigorous  if  somewhat  i-udimentary  fa.ihion,  estab- 
lished their  own  forms  of  pi-ocedure.  and  refused  appeal  to 
the  King's  courts  in  England.  When  the  English  adminis- 
trators Iwgan  to  investigate  marc  fully  the  conditions  of  gov- 
enmient  in  the  colonies,  and  particularly  the  difficulties  in 
enforcing  the  acts  of  trade,  the  deficiencies  of  the  legal  sys- 
tems ill  the  colonies,  the  glaring  inaccui-acies  in  the  court 
processes,  the  ignorance  of  the  judges  and  administrators  of 
,  law  cried  aloud  for  reform.  The  constant  complaints  liy  the 
'^Due  officers  of  the  impossibility  of  enforcing  seizures  in 
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the  <*olonial  courts  sugj^ested  the  establishnieut  of  a  series  of 
Adiuiniltv  courts  in  all  the  colonies  which  should  be  used 
particularh'  in  cases  affecting  breaches  of  the  acts  of  trade. 
Up  to  this  time  the  Admiralty  system  in  the  colonies  had  lain 
in  the  hands  of  the  governors,  who,  with  every  commission 
under  the  great  s(»aK  received  also  a  commission  from  the 
lord  high  admiral,"  as  vice-admiral  for  the  plantations.  The 
board  of  trade  as  late  as  161)6  informed  the  governor  of 
MassiU'husetts  that  the  governors  as  vice-admirals  had  sole 
IH)wer  of  Admiralty  jurisdiction/ 

In  the  colonies  under  chartei*s,  where  the  governor  had  no 
such    conmiission,    the    ])roprietors    claimed   vice-admiralty 
]K)wers  under  the  clause  granting  them  rights  '*over  land 
and  sea,"  and  the  corjK^rations  und(»r  that  giving  them  right 
to  chooHC  judges.     In  the  Massachusetts  provincial  charter 
the  power  of  vice-admimlty  was  reserved  to  the  Crown,  as 
was  the  erection  of  Admiraltv  courts.     Possiblv  this   was 
indiaitive  of   an  intention   to  erect   colonial  vice-admiraltv 
courts   under   the   supervision   and   control  of  the   English 
authorities.     The  inclusion  of  such  couils  in  the  navigation 
act  of  1G0(),  with  pow(»r  to  try  seizures  for  illegal  trading, 
apixnirs  to  hav(>  been  part  of  the  plan  of  Randolph  and  the 
conunissioners  of   customs.*'     Kandolph   had   complained   in 
161*r)  '*that  the  illegal  trade  of  the  plantations  was  supported 
and  encouraged   by  the  Generall   partiality  of  Courts  and 
Jurys  (bvassed  })y  private  Interest)  in  causes  relating  to  the 
Crown,'"''  and  his  lirst  thought  seems  to  have  l)een  the  crea- 
tion of  an  ecjuity  court.     Thus  in  October,  1695,  he  submitted 
a  s(»ries  of  'Troposalls  to  the  Connnissioners  of  Customs  to 
discourage  illegal  Trad(»/'  th(»  tirst  of  which  was  that  a  court 
of  exche(iuer  be  estal)lished  in  all  the  colonies,  with  judges 
and   attorneys-genc^ral    a[>pointcd   b\^   the  Crown/    On   his 
return  to   England,  how(»ver,  he  concluded   that  courts  of 
Admiralty  could  be  better  employed  to  subserve  the  interests 
of   the  customs  oilicers.     So,  after  tlie  passage  of  the  bill 
known  as  thc^ "'  Scotch  act,"  he  took  immediate  steps  leading  to 
tli(*  establishment   of   such   roval    int<»rcolonial   courts.     lie 


"  Admiralty  lJ«K)k»<.  It'»sy-l»;y2.  \t.  IK);  a  ^iiriplc  ciun mission  of  thin  kind. 

l>n.  of  T.  INiiMTs.  N»\v  Kn^'luiid,  Kntry  A.  llU. 

«•  For  llio  otln*r  ffuttiri'S  of  this  i>luii  see  tho  Kxi^nitivc,  ante. 
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iiindo  II  preseiitnieut  to  llie  cornuiissiuntsrs  of  custom^  that  it' 
their  officerw  were  appuinted  by  the  Admiralty  iii  Enfjland 
such  courts  would  conduce  to  the  duo  execution  of  tlin  acts 
of  trade."  To  the  hoard  of  trade  he  narrated  the  partiality 
of  judges  and  juries  eomposed  of  men  intcre.sted  iu  indirect 
iiii'thoilH  of  trwle.  and  said  he  hud  never  carried  one  cause  in 
all  thewe  court*,  even  when  there  was  imquestioned  right  on 
Win  side.*  He  was  thereupon  requested  to  present  a  list  of 
names  of  persons  suitjible  for  this  coiimiission,  and  the  matter 
was  at  once  recommended  to  the  King  in  council  for  imme- 
diate  action. '' 
B^  In  the  privy  council  the  question  whether  this  would 
■infringe  rights  of  the  proprietors,  and  the  related  question 
whether  the  King  could  erect  such  courts  in  charter  colonies 
Rt  once  arose.  The  proprietoi-s  took  alarm  and  petitioned  to 
lie  heard,  that  they  might  "vindicate  themselvett  and  those 
jjooncemed  from  Mr.  Randolph's  Culumniea.""  But  the  attor- 
Wy-gcnorai  rendered  his  decision  against  them,  declaring 
lat  upon  perusal  of  the  chartei's  of  llhode  Island,  Counecti- 
nt,  Pennsylvania,  Carolina,  the  Itahama  [inlands,  East  and 
IVest  Jersey,  Newcastle,  and  the  county  of  Delaware,  he  doew 
;  Hnd  anything  that  restrains  His  Majesty  from  erecting 
urts  of  Admiralty  in  those  plantations.'  The  proprietors 
wintained  that  the  King  had  vested  them  with  powers  hy 
a.  and  land,  and  that  Ihey  conceived  the  power  of  Admiralty 
included.  They  offered  to  estal)li.sh  such  courts  them- 
selves, and  though  they  insisted  on  it  as  a  right  would  receive 
it  a.-*  a  favor/  But  their  arguments  were  overborne,  the 
HPIKiintment  of  the  persons  ret^ommcnded  by  liandolph  took 
place  I'  and  immmissious  were  issued  out  of  the  Admiralty 
ottice  to  that  effect.* 

The  success  of  this  uniform  judicial  system  for  the  trial  of 

iches  of  the  acts  of  trade  in  the  colonies  by  royal  officers 

s  less  than  its  promoters  expected.     In  the  first  place,  the 

ffcers  were  paid  only  Ity  fees,  and  those  were  so  inconsider- 

e>  B.  uC  T.  Piipcis.  Journal  A, 
fflbid.,  Fl.  Gt'iil.,  Entry  A.  27 
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able  that  really  competent  men  did  not  wish  to  hold  these 
positions,  particularly  since  the}^  were  objects  of  especial  dis- 
like in  their  respective  communities.^ 

The  first  officers  appointed  under  this  act  were  of  the  Ran- 
dolph faction,  and  thus  exceedingly  distasteful  to  the  colonists. 
Ever}^  eifort  was  therefore  made  to  obstruct  them  in  the  busi- 
ness of  their  couits.     In  Pennsylvania  an  act  had  been  passed 
November  7,  KJl^C),  providing  for  trial  of    breaches   of  the 
acts  of  trade  by  the  colonial  courts  with  juries.*    The  newly 
appointed  vice-admiralty  judge,  Robert  Quary,  met  opposition 
in  attempting  to  hold  his  court.     The  entire  government,  he 
wrote,  was  active  in  exposing  to  the  people  that  this  court  is 
arbitrary  and  illegal.     In  open  council  David  Lloyd  (the  popu- 
lar leader)  had  declared  ""  that  all  those  that  any  waj^es  did  aid 
or  encourage  ye  setting  by  of  a  Court  of  Admiralt}'^  in  their 
Governnrt  were  greater  enemies  to  ye  Liberties  &  properties 
of  ye  people  than  those  y t  sett  up  Shipp  Money  in  King  Charles 
yerirstHime     *     *     *     and  now  they  have  in  opposition  to  the 
King's  authority  sett  up  a  Court  of  Admiralty  of  their  owne.''^ 
This  led  to  an  investigation,  and  Penn  was  summoned  before 
the  board  and  the  privy  council  and  ordered  to  replac^e  the 
governor  (Mark ham)  for  this  and  other  otfenses,  to  remove 
David  Lloyd  from  the  council,  and  to  pay  all  due  obedience 
to  the  court  of  Admiralty  and  the  custom-house  officers.     The 
next  year  the  trouble  broke  out  again.     Penn,  having  acted 
as  re([uired,  wrote  from  Philadelphia  defending  the  people 
agjiinst  Quary's  charges  and  saving  that  'Hhey  came  hither 
to  have  more  &  not   less  freedom  than  at  home.'"''    Quary 
accused  Penn  of  truckling  to  the  people  in  order  to  get  an 
appropriation  from  the  assembly.^    He  complained  that  Penn 
had  encroacluHl  on  the  Admiralty  jurisdiction  by  granting 
conmiissions  to  ''water  bailiffs;"  and  on  the  failure  of  the 
bill  of  1701  that  would  liavc  revoked  Pcnn\s  charter,  Quary 
followed  up  his  attack  b\'  coming  to  England  and  accusing 
Penn  there. 

P\)r  three  months  a  very  acrimonious  contest  I'aged  before 

"A  tract  of  1720  in  the  British  Museum  says:  "The  Judges,  Advocates,  Regristers.  and 
Marshalls  of  Adraimlty,  who  have  nothing  todepen<i  upon  but  the  Fees  of  the  Court,  and 
being  altogether  unqualified  for  nueh  employments  by  pn)moting  litigations,  actions,  ami 
pronouncing  unjust  decrees,  have  brought  our  Trade  under  a  very  Seuaible  Decay." 

/>B.  of  T.  Papers.  Props.,  C.  2G.  No.  ><. 

rjbid..  Props.,  C.  March  11.  ItlW. 
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I  boHi-d  of  trade,  charges  and  (■oantercbni^es  clustering 
nroiiiid  this  matter  of  the  Admiralty.  Penn  dei-lured  that 
(iiiarv  was  iina*'quninted  with  the  civil  law,  and  argued  that 
the  grontest  merchiint  in  tlift  provinct!  should  not  Iw  judge  and 
Hurvoyor  of  uustoiiiii,  hwcaiusc  aw  micIi  he  vra«  partial  in  liis 
administration  and  used  his  oliice  for  his  own  pfotit.  lli' 
admitted  that  he  had  been  friendly  with  Quary  until  lir 
found  out  his  transactions."  In  his  own  defense  and  that  of 
his  colony  he  set  up  the  obscurity  of  the  law  of  the  seventh 
and  eighth  of  William  III.  Finally  the  matter  waa  submitte*! 
lo  the  attoniey-genenil,  that  a  determination  might  be  had  of 
the  entire  subject  of  the  Admiralty  courts  and  th«ir  jurisdic- 
tion. The  attorney-general,  Northey.  held  that  tlio  Admir- 
alty court-*  were  not  cstabliwhtHl  by  virtue  of  the  act  aforeNaid, 
l)Ut  that  this  sup^>osed  them  already  settled  there;  that  the 
•■omnion  jjracticc  had  been  to  .-iue  for  forfeitnn»s  under  that 
atct  in  awh  (;purts,  and  that  although  the  act  was  confused. 
ji*et  be  was  of  opinion  that  Parliament  intended  this  court  with 
«ithers  in  the  plantatious;  that  the  informer  had  the  option  to 
aiue  in  this  or  other  <»urts  in  the  plantations;  and,  Hnalty.  that 
liy  the  tenus  of  hi.-*  charter  Penn  had  not  only  u  right  to  ^- 
point  waler  baililfs  (which  are  virtually  sheriffs),  but  also  to 
institute  Admimltj-  courts  of  his  own,  "the  power  to  consti- 
tute judges  being  to  determine  all  causes  within  that  precinct 
■which  must  l>e  causes  there  and  not  on  the  High  Soi.t  of  which 
-Admiralty  Courts  have  cognizance.""'  In  this  and  a  subse- 
«^|UPnt  opinion'  Northey  disclp.-<ed  a  real  ground  for  colonial 
•opposition  to  these  courts,  since  their  jurisdiction  waa  greater 
than  that  of  Admimlty  courts  in  England,  and  cases  vital  to 
the  colonists'  interests  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  judges  with- 
out trial  by  jury.''  Penn  continued  his  cuse  by  direct  appeal 
to  the  secretary  of  state  and  to  the  president  of  the  privy 
vcuncil.  being  assured  that  (^uary  had  the  oar  of  the  board  of 
trade.'  He  succeeded  in  getting  Quary  t«>inporarily  removed, 
but  in  I7U3  he  was  restored. 


T.  tNipen.  Prop-..  K.  U. 

.  Pntpn..  K-  24.    Till*  dm  opinion  Is  not  glrua  by  Cholmori 
,  I'nipit,  K.  IS.    CUftlmi'i*  (([iluiom.  p|>.  iW-Ml. 
X.  I^tpetB.  Fnipi..  X.31.    IViin  niilli-d  lo  the  charge  or 
"II  wir  ludgee  ure  EgiKimil.  Ihey  judge  by  Uic  verdii^l  nl  jiuiui  uiil  not  ontol 

.  Props..  L.  M.  Quary  wroU',  "It  ia  the Gencni  discourse ol  the  ttuakenlluttlbe 
TrailE  uiil  PlBDtslioiu  Hn:  Hr.  IVnn's  enemies,  hut  tbat  he  VKlluw  them  not 
KdiitlerlDtunisl  thanaJ-l  i>(  Ibem.  end  nhttll  beuble  locany  out  tala  deaipu  In 
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The  now  systeni  of  courts  was  not  more  popular  in  the  other 
proprietary  (•oh)nies.  In  the  ('urolinas  the  effort  to  C8tahli8h 
them  was  unsuccessful  until  alx)ut  1701,  when  the  judge  wrote 
complaining  of  popular  opposition.  A  similar  complaint  came 
from  the  liahamas/'  Connecticut  seems  to  have  submitted 
after  the  protest  of  Winthrop.  In  170l  Atwood  wrote  from 
New  York:  "'  The  (iovernour  and  Council  of  Connecticut  were 
for  some  hours  of  opinion  that  it  interferes  with  their  chailer. 
*  *  *  But  I  think  I  left  them  in  a  disposition  to  submit  to 
that  jurisdiction,  yet  one  of  their  Council  being  a  Deputy 
Collector  tit  New  lx)ndon  the  present  seat  of  their  Government 
I  expect  not  to  hear  from  thence  of  any  Seizures  or  informa- 
tions/"'' The  people  of  Massachusetts,  although  one  of  their 
clergy  nmintained  apropos  of  this  Admiralty  court  that  ''they 
were  not  iMumd  in  conscience  to  olK»y  the  laws  of  England, 
having  no  Representatives  there  of  their  own  choosing,"*^  did 
not  attempt  to  resist  the  erection  of  the  court,,  but  tried  to 
secure  a  judge  upon  whose  local  {mtriotism  they  could  rely. 
Randolph  wrote  that  Maj.  Waite  Winthrop  had  been  appointed 
instead  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Bvrteld,  '*  who  is  strict  for  ve  Obser- 
vacon  of  ve  Acts  of  Tmde.'' ''  The  Massjichusetts  authorities, 
moreover,  proceeded  against  the  Admiralty  courts  in  the  same 
manner  in  which  the  English  courts  of  record  had  resisted 
their  encroachments  a  centurv  }>efore — bv  the  use  of  leiml 
weapons  in  the  oth(»r  courts.  In  1711)  the  Admiralty  advocate 
wrot^  from  Massachusetts  complaining  that  the  provincial 
judges  'Mnake  frequent  and  intolera])le  encroachments  upon 
the  iurisdiction  of  the  Adminiltv  in  so  much  that  thev  have 
of  late  proceeded  so  far  as  to  set  at  liberty  &  discharge  per- 
sons imprisoned  by  decree  of  the  Admii^alty  Coui-ts  for  debts 
and  penalties  due  to  His  Majesty  and  do  set  aside  by  pretended 
prohil)itions  all  appeals  to  tlu»  High  Court  of  Admiralty  and 
do  issue  out  writs  for  large  sums  of  money  against  masters  of 
ships  &  oth(»rs  who  sue  in  the  Vice- Admiralty  Courts.''  The 
governor  refused  to  give  redress,  (considering  that  by  his 
vice-admirars  commission  h(*  made  up  the  entire  court  A 
similar  complaint  was  also  adduced  !)y  Judge  Menzies  of  the 

«»  H.  ni  T.  Tjiikts.  Props..  H.  '>. 

f>lbu\.,  Nrw  EruflHiul.  Entry  1).  197.    N.  Y.  Col.  Drw^..  IV,  990. 

i'\\>U\..  Nt-w  KiiKlainl.  Kiitry  D.  1«)7. 

''  Prince  Society,  Edward  liandolph.  II,  I.'>7. 
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t>  suggpstioTi  tlwt  this  <>xamplo  was  affecting  other  plan- 
tations.    This  was  oi'hui'd  hy  tho  <'omuii!winiiors  of  Athiiimlty, 
who  said  that  they  had  reeeived  like  complaints  from  otlier 
folouios  "  insomiirh  that  it  apjx'ai-s  there  is  little  or  no  regard 
Imd  to  the  authority  mid  inrisdit'tion  of  the  Admiralty  abroad." 
The  Ixtanl  in  the  meanwhile  consiilt^'d  their  K'gal  adviser 
Mr.  West,  who  delivered  a  very  interesting  and  ix'niarknhle 
opinion.     After  laying  down  the  prineiple  that  the  '"Common 
law  of  England  in  the  (.'ommon  law  of  the  Plantations  and  all 
■iStatuteiK  in  aflirniation  of  the  Common  law  pa^fied  in  England 
^Hotecedent  to  the  settlement  of  any  Colony  are  in  force  in 
^Ffiiat  Colony  mdess  there  is  nnme  private  Act  to  the  contrary. 
Though  no  Statutes  made  wince  these  settlement^*  are  there  in 
force  unless  the  colonies  are  particularly  mentioned,"  he  went 
on  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  plantation  courts  to  issue  out 

Prohibitions,  since  common  law  has  always  been  jealous  of  the 
ticroaciiments  nf  civil  law  and  prcfhibitions  have  been  the 
emedy  constantly  applied.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  viec- 
admiralty  eourta,  inoreiner,  was  made  no  greater  by  the  acts 
of  trade  than  of  the  Admiralty  at  home;  in  fact,  where  any 
penalty  was  exacted  or  n^covered  they  wore  expressly 
^. excluded,  since  the  tenns  describing  thesn  courts  were  com- 
i-law  terms,  which  excludes  the  Admimlty.  Also  irt  ail 
Millions  to  be  made  in  courts  of  record  the  Admiralty 
t  expressly  excluded^the  colonial  courts  l>eing  as  much 
oirtsof  record  as  that  of  the  King's  liench."  Inconsequence 
^of  thb  opinion  the  board  refused  to  support  the  Admiralty 
1  the  colonial  courts  hud  a  principle  of  resistance 
that  they  were  not  slow  to  utilize.'' 

In  the  charter  colony  of  Khode  Island  the  resistance  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Admiralty  courts  took  definite  form  and 
led  to  most  important  results.  This  colony  donbthss  had 
good  reason  to  dread  too  close  inquiry  into  her  privateering 
commissions  and  the  harboring  of  pirates  and  illegal  tmders. 
Therefore,  when  Jahleel  Brenton  arrived  with  commission  for 
Peleg  Sanfonl  (one  of  the  opposition  jmrty)  as  judge  of  the 
hAdmiralty  and   for  Nathaniel   Coddington   as   register,  the 

■  B.OtT.  Papen.  I'l.  Uptll..  L.  5tt,    Jdnu^M.  17^0.    Oialmer^,  0].inlons,M.''WaI. 
tIMil..  Pnipe..  R.lIu-131;  8, 'J:  Knlry  H,  11.  Ifi,  (T.    A  comiiUtnl  WM  nuido  In  reniiiy]. 
te  (IIW)  '•!  ""-Ii  ™i.-™u'hnieii!». 
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Quaker  governor,   Walter   Clark,    got   possession   of   these 
papers  and  refused  to  suirender  them.    He  also  worked  upon 
the  feelings  of  the  legislature,  then  in  session,  by  telling  them 
that  such  commissions  were  an  infringement  of  their  charter 
right.s  and  privileges  and  that  if  they  assented  to  them  he  would 
take  his  leave  and  there  would  be  no  more  elections  according 
to  charter."     Six  months  later  the  board  recommended  that  a 
commission  be  dispatched  to  Lor.d  Bellomont  to  make  a  com- 
plete inciuiry  of  the  irregularities  of  this  colony.*    When  the 
news  of  this  commission  reached  Rhode  Island,  the  governor 
wrote  a  most  submissive  letter  to  the  board,  saying:  **We 
take  it  as  a  most  bountiful  favor  that  we  can  have  lilMJrt}'  to 
answer  for  ourselves  to  so  considemble  a  person  &  we  hope 
to  clear  ourselves.'"^     But  in  a  speech  at  a  s{>ecial  meeting  of 
the  iussembly  August  21,  1001),  called  to  consider  their  diffi- 
culties, the  governor  was  less  guarded  in  his  remarks.     '^The 
aforesaid  premises  considered,   I  doc  conclude   it  lys   befor 
this  Hon"*  Assembly  to  make  what  preparations  can  be  for 
the  Maintaining  and  vindicating  our  Just  rights  and  privi- 
ledges  according  to  our  Charter,  and  I  will  assure  you  there 
shall  be  nothing  wanting  on  my  part  to  the  best  of  my  Skill 
and  ability  to  maint^iin  the  Same,  and  ho{>e  it  will  be  all  .your 
Minds  and  resolutions  so  to  doo,  and  I  am  of  that  opinion  we 
had  better  like  men  spend  the  one  halfe  of  our  Estates  to 
maintain  our  priviledges   than  that  we  with  our  Children 
should  be  brought  into  bondage  and  Slavery  as  I  may  say  (for 
1  conclude  it  will  be  but  very  little  better)  for  if  we  did  but 
feel  or  was  sencible  of  one  halfe  of  what  the  poor  people  of 
Some  other  (lovernm'"  sutler  I  doe  believe  we  should  be  mere 
vigorous  to  prevent  what  is  likely  to  come  upon  lis."**    This 
unlucky  speech,  not  at  all  intended  to  be  bruited  abroad/ 
nearlv  brought  about  the  calamitv  it  was  intended  to  divert. 
The  result  of  the  commission  increased  the  })oard\s  saspicions 
of  the  charter  colonv  of  Rhode  Island  and  aided  in  foi*ward- 
ing  the  bill  of  1701.^ 


'I  H.  of  T.  PuptTs..  Props..  Entry  A.  21)1.  'MM.     Printe<l  in  R.  1.  Col.  Rec«.,  Ill,  839. 
^ll)id.,  Props..  Kntry  A,  ir.'.is.    Tln'  }Wcoin[>imyinK  iiistnu'tioiiH  art»  In  R.  I.  Col.  Docs.. 
Ill,  :i63-;<<>7. 

i'lhU\..  Props.,  Entry  H.  110. 

''B.  of  T.  PuiK-rs,  Pn»p>..  D.  :u. 

*"  n»itl..  Props..  I).  7:5.  '*  It  is  not  made  puhlick  [the  Hpoech],  but  by  accident  I  camo  to 
the  Mi^ht  of  it  and  got  a  copy."     liriulcy  to  l.,or(l  Bclluniont. 

/Ibid..  Nt'w  Kniirland.  Entry  E.  Jll.  \  law  of  Kh<xU'  Island  erooting  a  Kcparate  Admi- 
nilty  j»iri.Mli<'lion  was  rriwah-*!  at  this  tiiiu-  hy  thr  (.^noon.  Scr  ("Imp.  iv,  poAt,  on  Rhode 
Island's  attitude  towani  tin*  vi't(». 
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Tlio  friction  lietwi^en  tiic  Ailiiiiralty  and  the  provincial 
courts  increased  as  the  numlwr  of  t-a-scN  incrpased  and  would 
duiilitlctJH  have,  been  ntill  great^T  had  t]ii<  jurisdiction  of  the 
Adinirnlty  couils  been  more  rfjifularly  and  efficiently  main- 
tained. After  the  French  and  Indian  war  the  Admiralty 
courts  were  greatly  extended  in  their  opemtions,  and  tbi>  agi- 
tation in  connection  with  the  Stamp  Act  was  Iarg;ely  due  t^i 
the  fear  of  the  extinction  of  trial  hy  jury  in  civil  a»  well  an 
maritime  cases,"  One  of  the  daiiHcrt  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  was  a  complaint  of  these  courts,  and  particii- 

'ly  of  a  recent  case  in  North  Carolina.  Their  erection  and 
intinuation  in  the  chartered  colonies  was  a  direct  art^ei'tion 

the  prerogative.  Taken  in  connection  with  the  attempt  to 
control  their  executives,  it  is  an  indication  of  the  Iward's  delib- 
erate policy  of  assertiup  authority  within  the  bounds  of  char- 
tered exclusive  DOSS. 


Bji 


Throughout  the  entire  history  of  the  development  of  inwti- 
itions  there  is  no  more  effective  weapon  in  the  hundi^  of  cen- 
tralizing authority  than  the  power  of  taking  over  appeals 
fi-oni  inferior  courts  of  judicature-  that  is,  of  rehearing  and 
i-edetermining  any  case  in  which  judgment  ha."  already  beeti 
S'iven  by  a  lesser  court.  By  means  of  this  entering  wedge 
the  administrative  organs  act  indirectly  but  powerfully  upon 
the  laws,  customs,  and  local  government  of  a  depi'iidency.  and 
in  a  most  vitiil  way  modify  and  mold  the  local  institutions 
according  to  the  will  of  the  central  agent.  In  the  Crown-gov- 
erned colonies  of  the  American  continent  the  right  of  appeal 
from  the  decisions  of  the  King's  agents  was  a  measure  of  pro- 
lection  against  any  unjust  or  arbitrary  action  on  their  part 
and  a  check  on  the  overshadowing  power  of  the  provincial 
governor.  In  the  corporation  colonies,  on  the  other  hand, 
where  popular  sovereignty  found  expression,  there  was  a 
reversion  to  the  older  type  of  appeal  fmm  the  magistrates  to 
Lhe  assembly  of  the  people.  Thus  in  1(U2  we  find  a  decree  of 
the  Connecticut  legislature  that  the  supreme  power  of  appeal 
shall  rest  in  the  genenil  assembly.''  Appeal  in  such  case  from 
the  decision  of  the  people's  representatives  to  the  t'rown  was 
an  intrusion  on  ])opular  sovereignty,  and  in  the  terms  of  (^oIon■ 
iai  thought  a  violation  of  charter  rights  and  privileges. 


268  AMERICAN    HISTORICAL    ASSOCIATION. 

In  the  propriotarv  colonies,  while  the  intervention  of  the 
proprietor  between  the  j)eopIe  on  the  one  hand  and  the  King 
on  the  other  rendered  t\w  a(!tion  more  complicated,  the  prin- 
ciple is  clear.     The  Kinjf's  justice  wa.s  more  desirable  than  that 
of  the  proprietor  or  his  jrovernoi*,  and  any  resistance  to  royal 
appeals  would  come  from  the  proprietors  rather  than  the  peo- 
ple.**   In  the  charter's  of  Carolina,  Bahama,  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  second  one  for  Massachusetts  Itey,  appeal  was  reserved  to 
the  CrowMi.     In  that  of  Rhode  Island  an  appeal  was  to  l>e  taken 
in  case  of  dispute  with  any  other  colony.     An  appeal  from  the 
Jerseys  was  taken  in  169l>.''     In  New  Hampshire  the  people 
looked  with  suspicion  on  an  apjwal  taken  by  the  proprietor  to 
the  privy  council  in  order  to  recovt^r  quit  rents/  but  on  the 
Crown's  decision  in  their  favor  their  confidence  in  royal  justice 
was  enlarged.'' 

In  th(>  j)eriod  when  the  reins  of  colonial  control  were  being 
more  tightly  drawn  for  the  benefit  of  the  prerogative,  appeals 
were  regulatcnl  in  ditfering  ways.  In  the  colonies  under  the 
immediatt*  supervision  of  the  Crown  they  were  restricted 
(after  KJS-i')  by  the  requirement  of  security'  for  their  prose- 
cution, and  by  various  instructions  to  the  governors  (ranging 
from  H)7i>  on),  limiting  the  amount  of  the  cases  to  be  appealed 
to  a  companiti  vely  large  sum/  Th(»s(^  re'gidations,  by  throwing 
more  judi<'ial  authority  into  the  governor^  hands,  worked 
for  th(»  })en(itit  of  the  ric^her  colonists  and  against  popular 
rights.^ 

In  the  corponition  colonies,  on  the  other  hand,  appeals  were 
a  means  of  administrative  interference  with  the  rights  of  the 
people.  The  attempt,  then^fore,  to  draw  them  over  to  Eng- 
land was  strongly  nvsisted,  both  before  the  revolution  of 
loss,  bv  Massachusetts,  and  later  bv  Uhode  Island  and  C'On- 
necticut,  the  strongholds  of  democratic  sentiment  and  popu- 
lar sovereignty  id(»as.  In  Khode  Island  the  governor  and 
company  followecl  their  usual  method  of  concession  in  words 
and  resistance  in  acts.     In  theorv  thev  were  alwavs  readv  to 


'«  Mnr\iiiiul  Arrhiv<-.>«,  romicil  rriK»'t«liii»;>.  II.  \:v\.     ■ApiK-als  to  hin  Koyal  Majcfity  into 
KitKlttnd  an.'  tiTiiit-*!  \\>y  \hv  proprietor]  iTiiiiiiuil  ami  jU'iiitHl." 
hVrivy  Council  Kt%M'<ttT.  le'.'M-liiyT.  asT). 

••Ibid.  17U1-170I.  Ihm-.  17,  1702;  al>o  H.  «.t  T.  PaiK'r>.  Ni'W  Knglaiul.  Entry  C,  8M.  399. 
'I  Knwliiison  Mss.  i  H*Mlh'iiin  I.iljrary  i.  A.  H7'.».  Jo.  j-J,  U'ttor  «»f  ]70(»  to  Constantine  Phippn. 
'•Additional  MSS.  •  liritish  Muhmuhi.  :i<i:i7'J. 

/IMd.     rsually  alnMit  tijixi  w»i»  tlioMiiii  rr«|iiir«d  for  an  apju-al  in  a  ofvil  oaiw. 
•/  III  17ir.  appraN  wrro  d<'iiTn  d  \i\  u  >t;ituti-. 
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mit  the  King's  prpiogative  and  Hppctirecl  mildly  submissive 
tfore  the  constituted  authorities;  iti  practice  they  trusted  to 
feir  iDsignitieance  to  conduct  matters  as  they  chose.  T(ui» 
ilfttiO)  Francis  Brinley  petitioned  the  Kinjj  in  council  for 
dress  on  the  refusal  of  the  Rhode  Island  governnient  to  per- 
mit him  an  appeal.  The  iKMird  recommended  that  the  gover- 
or  and  company  of  that  colony  1k'  admonished  to  allow  an 
appeal  and  that  "  further  all  pei-sons  whatsoever  who  may 
think  themselves  aggrieved  liy  sentences  given  lu  the  Courts 
l>e  likewise  allowed  to  appeal  to  your  Majesty  in  Council."" 
To  this  the  Rhode  Island  governor  responded  "  wee  do  ashure 
yo'  Lordships  there  was  niver  any  appeule  desired  by  ad 
Brinley  of  lliis  (Jovernment  uiueh  more  a  deniall,  uither  was 
,ny  other  Pei^son  to  oui'  knowledge  ever  denied  an  ap- 
lUe  to  his  Majesty  we  liaveing  alwiiys  held  it  as  our  Duty  to 
Brant  and  his  Majesties  Right  to  Receive  appeals  from  his 

■eved  Subjects."'' 
r  The  colony  of  Connecticut,  therefore,  was  left  ahtne  to  sup- 
lort  the  right  of  popular  justice  administered  under  tlie  char- 
ier without  re<-ourse  to  the  King.     A  case  arose  under  ii  will 
devising  certain  lands  t*i  the  ministry  in  New  London,  and 
the  plaintiffs  petitioned  the  King  for  an  appeal  without  hav- 
f  submitted  the  case  to  the  geneml  assembly,  evidently  Ijo- 
■tuse,  according  to  the  statutes  of  that  Ixxiy,  such  iin  up[>eal 
ould  Iw  useles.s.     They  grounded  their  petition  on  the  viola- 
ion  of  tile  sUitute  of  niortmain.'^  or  on  the  contention  that, 
J  being  no  esUblishuK-nt  of  the  Church  of  England  in  the 
Blony,  there  was  no  "niiuistry"  t«  whom  the  property  could 
s  devised.     The  Ixtard  of  trade,  after  considering  the  peti- 
tions, recommended  that  these  castas  and  any  otbtrs  that  may 
herejifter  happen  upon  any  difference  t>etwe(!n  man  and  man 
about  private  rights  be  faiily  judged  in  the  colonies,  and  that 
any  that  think  themselves  aggrieved  should  have  right  of  ap- 
iwal,  "it  being  the  inherent  right  of  your  Majesty  to  receive 
t^nd  determine  appeals  fioni  all  your  Majesty's  Hubjecta  in 
lerica."''     This  opinion  was  confirmed  and  sent  to  Con- 


T.  nipen,  PmjH..  Entry 
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necticut  with  a  stateraent  that  **  voii  afe  further  to  take  notice 
that  he  expects  3'our  speedy  and  punctual  obedience  thereunto 
as  vou  will  answ^er  to  the  Contmrv."" 

In  Ootol>er  of  the  same  year  the  general  assembly  of  the 
colon}^  requested  the  j^overnor  and  council  to  draw  up  a  reply,* 
which,  couched  in  the  dignified,  courtly  language  of  Win- 
throp,  expresses  the  colony's  resistanc^e  in  the  most  careful 
3^et  certjiin  of  terms/  The  case  under  consideration  is  first 
rehearsed  in  some  detail,  and  then  the  report  continues: 

As  for  the  liberty  of  apj)ealing  from  hifl  Majesties  Courts  erected  in  this 
Colony  To  his  Majesty  inCouiifill,  which  is  mentioned  in  your  Ix)rd8hip'8 
Representation  and  his  Majentie's  order,  Wee  hope  that  since  the  com- 
plaints occasioning  his  Majesties  declaring  his  pleasure  therein  were  so 
groundless,  wee  shall  not  nee<l  to  offer  any  further  consideration  there- 
ufxin.  Wee  could  not  possibly  be  more  happy  than  to  have  all  such 
differences  iu^  arista  among  us  and  not  issuable  here,  to  be  heard  Atid  deter- 
mined by  his  Majesties  great  wisdome  and  Justice,  did  not  the  remote- 
ness of  this  Colony  render  it  very  prejudicial  an<l  almost  wholly  ruinoue 
to  his  Majesties  subjects  here,  to  transport  themselves  over  the  vast  ocian, 
and  to  be  at  that  unavoidable  charge;  which  the  carrying  and  answering 
such  apiH»als  would  oblige  them  to.  We  are  therefore  humbly  bold  to 
offer  to  your  I^)rdshij)s'  thoughts  his  Majesties  most  gracious  privilege 
granted  by  Charter  to  this  Corporation  for  the  hearing  and  issuing  any 
such  differences  when  they  should  hapi>en  among  us.  A  power  which 
beciiuse  of  the  remoteness  of  this  colony  from  his  Majesties  Kingdom  of 
England  (as  is  expressly  said  in  the  Charter)  was  thought  necessary  for 
the  support  of  the  same. 

.  This  address  was  not  received  or  was  mislaid,  since  it 
was  not  read  until  Deceml)er  5,  1700.  Meanwhile  a  new 
demand  of  the  petitioner  called  out  a  sharp  letter  from  the 
l)oard  to  the  colony,  saying,  *"  We  are  not  a  little  surprised 
to  have  received  no  answer.  *  *  *  This  long  delay  gives 
us  just  reason  to  doubt  your  having  rendered  that  prompt 
obedience  that  was  expected  of  you.''''  The  board's  annoy- 
ance was  aggravated  by  the  contiiuied  pi^titioning  of  the 
appellants,  who  accused  the  governor  of  having  said  publicly 
that  no  appeals  should  be  allowed  from  there,  aud  that  they 
would  dispute  the  point  with  His  Majesty.^     Matters  began 

aB.  of  T.  Pnpere,  Proi>H..  Kntry  A,  409. 

fcConn.  Col.  Recs.,  lG8t^l705.  300. 

<?B.  of  T.  l^apers,  I'n.pM.,  Entry  B,  353. 

rflbid.,  Proiw.,  Entry  B.  214. 

'Ibid..  Prop.M.,  Entry  B.  391.  Winthrop  is  reported  to  have  siiid:  "We  will  graot  no 
appeals  to  Englnnd,  but  will  dispute  it  with  the  kinj?.  for.  if  we  should  allow  such 
appeals,  I  would  not  give  a  farthing  for  our  ehaner.  "    (See  ProiMji.,  O,  '23.) 
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to  look  serious  for  the  colony.  t;npecially  as  this  affair  uf  the 
appeal  l>ecaiiie  invulved  with  otber  charges  leading;  up  to  the 
hill  for  revoking  all  charter  privileges. 

In  iL  report  tii  the  House  of  Commons  April  23.  ITOl.  one 
of  the  most  effective  charges  made  against  Connectieut  was 
dot  only  that  the  colony  biwt  refused  an  appeal,  bnt  that  the 
governor  had  made  a  rebellious  declaration."  The  attorney- 
geiiei-al  and  solicitor-geneml,  when  eonwulted.  affirmed  the 
boai'd's  opinion  that  to  hear  appenLs  was  a  right  inherent  in 
the  Crown.*  Therenpon  Iho  colony  of  Connecticut  thought 
wise  to  instruct  it*^  agent  to  memorialize  the  board  and  present 
the  colony's  position  in  us  favorable  a  light  as  possible.'"  The 
grounds  of  the  colony's  opposition  and  the  arguments  advanced 
show  clearly  the  importance  of  the  matter  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  colony  and  the  essential  weakness  of  their  position 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  English  administrator.  They 
argued  that  a  final  appeal  to  their  general  eourtwas  exi»dient 
and  in  no  way  injurious  to  the  prerogative.  Their  reasons 
were  these:  First,  the  distance  renders  an  appeal  to  England 
diflicnlt,  since  the  colonists  are  drawn  to  a  remote  &nd  fi/nfu/n 
jurisdiction;''  the  insistence  up<in  it  will  hinder  immigration, 
and  there  has  been  "  no  precedent  for  such  an  appeal  from 
incorporation  to  this  day."  In  thfi  second  place,  a  final  appe-al 
lo  their  geneml  court  is  agreeable  to  their  charter,  since  the 
legislative  power  is  vented  in  the  company  "and,  sure,  the 
executive  [wwer  to  put  these  laws  in  execution  must  follow." 
Thirdly,  withholding  of  appeal  is  not  without  precedent, 
since  in  England  there  arc  lesser  courts  from  which  no  appeal 
is  allowed.  To  the  objection  that,  without  appeal  to  England, 
tliey  will  be  independent  of  the  Crown,  the  memorial  replies 
that  no  such  consequence  could  follow,  for  if  the  genei-al 
assembly  should  Irecome  corrupt  ("which  is  a  thing  scarce 
possible  to  be  supposed")  there  would  bo  forfeiture  of  the 
charter  and  the  colony  would  be  seized  into  the  King's  hands. 

This  remonstrance  failed  of  effect,  and  June  1'2,  1701,  the 
petition  for  appeal  was  admitted  by  the  privy  council  on 
representation  from  the  lioardof  trade."     After  a  hearing  and 


il  T,  Fapera,  PI.  Qeai.,  Emry  B,  4« 
PK,  Q.  18. 
.,  Prop«.,  Enlrj-  a.  S68,    Prinlcd  In 


a  the  Kin«9.  etc.  3M. 


272  AMERICAN    HISTORICAL    ASSOCIATION. 

considemtioii  of  the  colony's  luidress  the  judgment  of  the 
colonial  court  was  niaintainod^'  and  the  apix^al  dinnibsed.  But 
the  principle  of  pennittinjif  appeals  was  strictly  maintained 
and  tlie  colony  called  sharply  to  account  for  any  refusal.  *  The 
Connecticut  authoriti(»s,  howcner,  continued  to  evade  the 
demand^  and  never  admitted  the  principle  that  appeals  could 
lx»  dmwn  from  their  chartered  limits. 

In  judicial  matters,  therefore,  the  interference  of  English 
authorities  was  successful.  An  intercolonial  judiciary  was 
erected,  with  otiicers  apiH)inted  hy  the  Crown,  acting  under 
admiralty  law,  and  trying  cases  without  juries.  Cases  of  civil 
nature,  vitally  aff(»ctinjr  the  economic  and  personal  interests  of 
the  colonies,  were  triced  in  these  courts.  The  right  to  take 
apjwals  from  all  colonies,  whether  protected  hy  charters  or  not, 
was  asserted  as  a  pr(M*oj»iitive  of  the  Crown,  and  was  success- 
fully maintnincnl  ajrainst  all  resistance. 

THK    l.FXilHl.ATfKK. 

The  (listint^uishin^  feature  of  the  American  colonial  gov- 
ernment was  the  local  legislature,  which  gave  the  colonists 
an  orgjiii  of  government  for  the  expression  of  their  ow^n  needi$ 
and  purj)oses.  The  colonists  resisted  strongly  the  efforts  of 
English  administrators  to  interfere  with  their  legislative 
action.  They  suhmitt(»d  reluctanth'  to  the  royal  veto  upon 
their  laws.  In  conseciuence,  English  control  of  the  legislative 
action  of  the  colonies  was  of  slow  growth  and  was  never 
entirely  complete. 

The  early  nMjuirement  of  the  charters,  that  *'  laws  shall 
])e  consonant  with  reason  and  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of 
England,*'  was  discoven»d  to  be  insutlicient.  But  no  perma- 
nent re([uircment  that  colonial  laws  be  sent  to  England  for 
confirmation  or  approval  seems  to  have  been  made  until  after 
the  Restoration.  In  U\&2  the  governor  of  the  colony  of 
riamaica  was  instructed  that  the  colonial  laws  would  only  be 
in  force  two  y(»ars  unless  confirmed  by  the  King.*^  The 
same  year  ( Governor  Berkeley,  of  Virginia,  wix)!*:  "They 
will  in  future  ])rint  their  laws  for  their  Lordships^  approba- 
tion, amendment  or  rejection  so  that  errours  can  not  be  of 
more  than  one*  y<*ar's  duration."''     WIkmi  the  government  of 

(I  rrivy  I'ouiu'il  KcKi'itiT,  ITOl-,'),  4s'.».  '•  Cal.  Col.  St.  PapeiB,  II,  269. 

/•Ibid..  470.  rflbid.,  July,  1662. 
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Sew  IInnipsliirp  was  taken  over  by  the  L'rnwii  in  I'iTl'  the 
raval  comriiiMsion  t*>  the  president  of  the  coimeil  eoiitaiiied 
thii^elauMo:  Ijaws  'Shall  utund  imd  l>ein  foree  until  the  pleas- 
ure of  us.  our  heirn  &  succeasoi's  shall  be  known,  whether  ye 
same  laws  &  ordinaneea  shall  receive  any  change  or  couiirma- 
tion  or  be  totally  disallowed  &  discharged.""  Again,  in  1C82, 
the  comnii.-^sion  to  Governor  Cranfield  contains  the  pi-oviso 
that  "all  !«iich  laws,  tftatiites  and  ordinances  of  what  nature 
&  kind  Boever  be,  within  three  months  or  sooner  after  the 
making  of  the  same  traii8mitt«d  unto  us  under  the  public  fical. 
for  our  allowance  and  approbation  of  them,"  the  King  to 
have  tlie  right  tti  annul  these  Eicts  at  any  subsequent  time 
according  to  his  pleasure.''  -This  was  incorporated  into  a 
jrenci-al  provision  in  Itihi.  and  introduced  into  the  commission 
of  each  i-oyal  governor  thereafter  apiK>inted.''  A  large  part 
of  the  colonial  series  of  docunienis  in  the  record  otfiw  of 
Kngland  consists  of  these  acts  sent  over  for  the  royal 
appro!  Ml  tion. 

The  case  in  the  colonies  under  charters  was  different.     Mas- 
sachusetts Bay  stoutly  resisted  any  suggestion  that  her  laws 
should  l)e  sent  to  Knglimd  for  inspection,  and  that  was  one  of 
the  charges  that  led  to  the  foi'fciture  of  her  first  charter. 
Pennsylvania's  charter  contained  the  requirement  that  all  laws 
t^hould  be  presented  to  the  piivy  council  within  tive  yeai-s  from 
their  time  of  passage,  and  six  mouths  was  allowed  the  Govern- 
ment to  approve  or  disapprove. ''      By  lier  second  charter 
MassachusetLs  was   required  to  send  lier   laws  to  Kuglaiid, 
where,  if  not  disallowed  within  three  years,  they  l)ccamc  valid 
""Sithout  further  action.     None  of  the  other  proprietaries  or 
lorations  was  under  obligations  to  present  it^  Irv-h  for 
jproval  in  England,  and  no  such  custom  was  a  part  of  their 
Ritual  action.     This  omission  the  board  of  trade  set  itself 

W  Sampahlie  Proylnctal  Pupcra,  I.  37a, 
lilUil.,  t,  M5. 

niriu  mine  ww  Incorporated  Into  rODimlsgloii  ul  t)«iigiin  m  govvmot  nl  Nuvr  York. 
J<K.  y.  Col.  D£K».,11I.  388.  877):  iQ  Nk-bolmn'»lnBlrUMiOtU(tir  Virninittin  HI»(VI> 
VjlaKiuitieol  Hlnlury,  II.  M),Bn(l  In  Ciqiley'ii  aiinmlsiiun  us  ttifnl  Boveraai  nl  Jtntj- 
9  (Vaiyland  Arctilvtw.  Viii,  :abi). 

TUm  pnjvWon  *m  the  rmUKi-  ul  mucli  oomplainl  In  Ihe  prlvj  ouuncll.  tix  moiithi 

Mas  deemed  lluiiflVi'lt^ I  Umvfui  tiHuitnlnslbeUwH.  In  ITlMtliebutrdniwli-Hn'pie. 
JuU  "a  Is  iiiir««rai.l.lnlluitMr.  l-eiinfhi>uld  liavi-five  yeimi  lu  lnj-  hli  lain 
ir  Ukleny.  niiil  Yoor  Mijwty  bui  tltL  mimtlu  lu  cmiiidM  itimvl."  iB.  ot  T. 
i^pvn.  PrbpK.  BniryP.  H^)  Nuthlng  wu  ever  dune  atwut  It.  InlTQ&oulol  IH  nctn 
4)d  U  wan  rcimiilua. 

H.  Doc.  745,  6t^2— vol  1 IB 
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to  reinodv.     In  1»)J*7  tlio  s(»cretarv  was  ordered  to  write  to 
the  proprietors  of  Kast  and  West  Jei'sey,  Pennsyh'ania,  the 
Carolinas.  and  Bahamas  for  the  laws  of  eju»h  colony,  and  soon 
after  letters  w(»n»  sent  to  Conneetieut  and  Rhode  Island  requir- 
ing them  to  send  copies  of  tlieir  laws  to  England."    The  Caro- 
lina proj)ri<»tors  replie<l  that  they  hiul  sent  to  the  colony  for 
them.  *     Rhode   Island  adopted   the  theory   that   they  were 
'*wholv  ruled  and  (lovern'd  hv  the  (rood  and  wholesome  liaw:« 
of  our  mother  th(»  Kinj^lom  of  England  as  far  as  the  consti- 
tution of  our  plac<»  will  hear  and  we  doubt  not  but  your  Ijord- 
shii)s  are  sensible  that  in  thesi^  Remote  parts  we  cannot  in 
every  punctilio  follow  the  nicetic»s  of  the  Laws  of  England, 
but  it  will  Im»  a  great  damage  to  his  Majesties'  interest  in  the 
s(»ttling  4&  iKM)j)ling  the  Country.*"''    The  governor  of  Con- 
necticut, on  the  other  hand,  maintained  the  sovereignty  of  the 
local  assem}>ly  in  making  laws  "suitable  to  the  constitution  of 
affairs  in  this  vvilderm^ss,'"''  and  while  couiteouslv  conform- 
ing  with  tli(»  demand  of  the  iM)ard  of  tnide  that  their  laws 
should  lu»  sent  for  insj)ection  and  requesting  a  favomble  opin- 
ion of  them  from  their  lordships,  asserted  that  the  only|H>wer 
that  could  modify  or  repeal  thtvse  acts  was  the  general  assem- 
bly of  C'oimecticut.'     By  no  other  colony  was  the  legislative 
in(h»pendenc(»  so  <*onsist(»ntly  and  {Hirsistently  maintaiuedas  by 
Coimecticut. 

In  17or>  the  Quakers,  instig>ited  by  Cornbury  and  Dudley, 
present(Hl  a  petition  to  the  Crown  in  opposition  to  an  act  of 
the  Connecticut  ass(»mbly  against  their  UHKie  of  worship.  An 
order  in  council  was  obtaincnl  repealing  the  law  "'as  contrary 
to  Liberty  of  C()n<'i«Mice  allowcnl  by  tlu»  laws  of  England  to 
dissenters/'  The  colony  nullilied  the  force  of  this  blow  by 
itself  abrogating  the  law  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  assembly/ 
But  in  17*JS  a  more  serious  difficulty  aros(»  over  the  intostacj* 
law,  and  dragged  along  for  many  years.^'  The  act  was  re- 
])(»ale(l  by  the  ])rivy  council,  but  tliisdtH-ision  was  not  accepted 
in  ConiuH'ticut,  and  a  revtMsal  was  linally  obtained  in  1745. 
The  Coniu»cti(rut  authoritii's  nevi'r  admitted  the  validity  of 
the  re])eal,  stoutly  niaintaining  that   "it  is  the  privilege  of 

•I  H.of  T.  I'aptTs.  .Idiiriial  M. ; '.7:5, :*»?<'.. 
i'\]>u\..  I'roiw..  ir.'.'T.  n:;. 
i'lh'u\..  ITDpN..  Kiilry  H.  '.«». 

'Mil  llu'  ctnU'  of  J7(»"J  111*'  pn-uinlik"  HsM'rl>  llial  tin-  law^nf  FiikIhiuI  are  ni>t  In  forvt'  in 
CuiiiH-ftirut  unU'Ss  r»'<'im<'lr«l  l»y  tlu'KviuTnl  jis<«'iiilily. 
♦•  H.uf  T.  rupery.  l»n>pH.,  UVJl,  ^W. 

/Tlllcott  I'ftlHTS.  I.  IIH. 

{/SkM'  .\iidn.'W»:   *'  Inti'^tacy  law  in  Coinii-<.'li<Mit.*  Yali'  Ki-viow.  1894. 
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in^lishnioii  und  the  uatiiml  ri^ht  of  all  iikmi  who  have  not 
lorfeitcd  it  to  W  govirnetl  \iy  Ihws  made  liy  tlieir  own  tioii- 
The  Ixiftrd  of  trade  vainly  atttuipteil  during  thin  dis- 
tat*>  to  foi-ce  an  explaiiutory  cbftrt^r  upon  Connecticut,  as 
1  lieen  reqiiirpd  in  Mussai'lmsott*.  saying  that  "the  people 
fConnectkrut  have  hitherto  affeeteii  so  iDlii-e  an  Independ- 
xy  of  the  Ci-own  of  Great  liiit"  that  they  have  not  for  many 
^cars  transmitted  «ny  of  their  Laws  for  his  Majesty's  Con- 
sideration, nor  any  aceountM  of  their  Public,  Tmnsai^tiona."'' 
Tlio  imiiiuiiity  of  the  (■hurler  and  earlier  proprietary  gov 
■nmentti  from  the  necessity  of  isiibmittinfj  their  laws  for  ap- 
ivhI  or  disallowance  in  England  w&n  not  only  maintained  in 
mericnand  permitted  in  England,  hut  was  atlirnied  by  legal 
rtlioritj'.     In  1714  the  attorney-general  reported  that  "As 
f  law  made  in  proprietary  plantations.  1  am  of  opinion,  that 
HiiW'hief  cannot  Ik  remedied  there  but  b^'  an  act  of  Parlia- 
leiit  of  Great  Itritain;  for  that  the  Proprietors  thereof  have 
fcright  vested  in  them  of  the  power  of  making  laws  granted 
f  their  charters,  and  are  not,  nor  can  now,  be  put  under  anj' 
restraint  or  regplation  thau  su^^h  as  are  contained  in 
loir  respective  Charters  but  by  act  of  parliament.""'    The 
me  was  realiirmed  in   n^'J  in  regard  to  Rhode  Inland,  "no 
■ovision  being  made  for  that  purpose  [in  the  charter]  the 
Crown  hath  no  discretionary  power  of  repealing  Laws  made 
in  this  Province,  but  the  validity  thereof  depends  ujHin  their 
not  being  contrary  but  as  near  as  may  Ihj  agreeable  to  the 
IjUws  of  England  regard  being  had  to  the  nature  and  con- 
stitution of  the  Place  and  People.     Where  this  condition  is 
pbsened  the   !-aw  is  binding."'*     In   1731  an  attempt  was 
ide  to  remedy  this  by  parliamentary  action.     A  committee 
:he  House  of  Ijords  reported  their  opinion  that  "all  laws 
1  the  plantations  as  well  (hose  under  Proprietary  or 
urter  Governore  as  in  those  whose  Government  is  imniedi- 
jtlj  vested  in  the  Crown  be  for  the  future  tiansmitted  home 
r  His  Majesty's  consideration  within  twelve  months  after 
Swing  and  ni>  law  to  have  force  without  his  Majesty's  appro- 
,  except  the  laws  necessary  for  defence  in  an  enier- 
."•     But  no  action  was  taken  on  this  report. 


U  i^pera.  t.  UH. 
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The  caso  of  Penn.svlvania  was  peculiar,  and  at  first  legisla- 
tion seeiued  to  Ia])or  under  the  disadvantage  of  a  triple  veto — 
that  of  the  li(Hit4Miant-govi*rnor,  of  the  proprietor,  and  of  the 
Crown.  The  proprietor  insisU^d  on  his  own  negative,  but  the 
dissatisfaetion  of  the  people  eonipelled  him  to  yield  and  to 
tninsfer  his  right  to  his  deputy  governor;  and  in  170p  the 
attorney -general  gave  an  opinion  that,  having  thus  deputed 
the  veto  fwwer  to  his  deputy,  he  had  no  right  to  reser\'e  any 
such  ix)wer  for  himself."  The  Crown  veto  was,  however, 
active,  and  many  Pennsylvania  laws  were  repealed.  Incident 
upon  this  confirmation  of  the  laws,  many  disorders  and  abuses 
crept  in.  In  1749  three  acts  of  Pennsylvania  were  repealed, 
dating  back  for  twentv  and  twentv-tive  vears,  on  the  theory 
that  thev  had  been  laid  before  the  board  of  trade  and  not  the 
privy  council.  The  colony  was  much  alarmed  and  felt  that 
such  a  policy  would  subvert  their  entire  ccxle;  but  upon  peti- 
tion of  the  proprietors  the  affair  was  dropped.* 

A  practice  also  arose  of  purchasing  the  confirmation  of  much- 
desired  laws  by  judicious  bri})es  applied  to  the  proper  persons. 
The  n(»gligence  of  the  colonial  agents  in  submitting  acts  was 
complained  of  as  early  as  1724,  when  the  board  represented  that 
the  colonies  were,  many  of  tiiem,  governed  by  laws  that  had 
long  been  rejXMiled  by  the  Crown,  arising  from  the  careless- 
ness of  their  agents,  ^' who  seldom  give  themselves  the  trouble 
of  taking  out  an}^  Order  in  Council  either  for  the  repeal 
or  confirmation  of  Acts  wherein  private  persons  are  not 
concerned.''^ 

Another  method  of  evasion  was  to  pass  a  law  for  a  brief 
period,  ex])iring  ])efore  assent  or  dissent  in  P^ngland  could  be 
obtained,  and  then  reenactingit  in  the  same  fashion.  In  1697 
the  board  of  trade  observed  the  effects  of  this  practice  and 
drew  up  a  rei)reseiitati(>n  on  the  subject,  wherein  thcy^  said 
that  the  laws,  *'  if  disallowed  by  His  Majesty  yet  being  reen- 
a<'te(l  may  be  in  force  contrary  to  the  (express  declaration  of 
His  Majesty  and  his  Sui)reme  authority  }>e  eluded."^  Ac- 
cordingly, an  instruction  was  ordered  to  be  inserted  among 
tliose  of  the  roval  j^overnors  that  all  laws  should  be  made 
ind(»tinitc  and  without  limitation  of  time,  except  those  neces- 

"  H.  of  T.  rniM'i>,  I'n)i>s.,  N,  is. 

''C(»l<»nial  Ki'cnnls  «>f  I'ciiM.xylvania  i  HarrisburK,  l>s51),  V,  600. 

c-K.  of  T.  l'aiK!i>,  IM.  (KMil.,  Kutry  K,  ir.. 

dh.  of  T.  rupcD",  I'l.  Geiil..  Entry  A.  176. 
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for  dom(>  temporary  end.  Thie  did  not  check  the  prac- 
in  Pennsylvania,  for  in  1714  the  attorney-general,  Ed- 
1  Northey.  g&ve  it  a«  his  opinion  that  this  niisehief  couid 
inot  be  remedied  in  the  proprietary  and  charter  plantations 
except  by  act  of  Parliament,"  and  the  whole  matter  wa»  ur^ed 
US  part  of  the  necessity  for  the  liill  of  1715  forfeiting  all  char- 
tei-rf.  After  the  faiUire  of  that  bill,  the  practice  continued, 
and  in  1719  the  attorney-genenil  again  reported  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  charter  of  Pennsylvania  to  prohibit  the 
recnactment  of  the  substance  of  any  law  disallowed  by  the 
Crown.*  So  by  this  means  an  effective  method  of  nullifying 
the  royal  veto  wa*  in  use  in  Pennsylvania,  and  furnished  a 
model  of  evasion  to  the  other  colonies.  In  consequence.  Par- 
liament requested  the  King  in  l74t>  to  send  an  instruction  to 
all  the  colonial  governors  that  they  should  aiwent  to  no  law 
that  had  not  a  clause  suspending  its  action  until  it  had  been 
transmitted  to  England  for  consideration.  Nothing  came  of 
this  at  the  time,  but  in  1752  such  an  instruction  was  inserted 
nnuing  those  of  the  royal  governors. 

In  general,  therefore,  the  attempt  to  control  legislation  by 
veto  was  successful  in  the  royal  provinces,  Imt  failed  of 
Tect  in  all  charter  colonies,  except  where  a  veto  Imd  lieen 
expressly  reserved  to  the  Crown.  The  effect  of  the  charters 
was  to  check  the  operation  of  the  royal  veto,  to  fester  the 
idea  of  legislative  independence,  and  to  develop  in  the  col- 
onists that  feeling  of  responsibility  for  their  own  government 
that  weakened  their  reliance  upon  the  English  administrative 
agents  and  their  allegiance  to  the  Crown.  Especiallj'  was  this 
true  of  Connecticut,  of  which  it  was  written  in  1740:  "This 
government  is  a  sort  of  republic.  They  acknowledge  the  king 
of  Oreiit  Britain  for  Sovereign,  but  are  not  accountable  to  the 
■wn  for  any  acts  of  government,  legislative  or  administra- 
The  other  colonies  looked  with  a  degree  of  envy  upon 
mnecticut,  Rhode  Island,  and  Maryland  lxicau.se  of  immunity 
m  revision  of  their  laws;  and  the  complaint  in  the  Decla- 
;ion  of  Independence  of  the  Crown's  disallowance  of  *'  laws 
most  necessai-y  and  wiiolesome  for  the  public  good  "  may 
traced  in  part  to  this  feeling. 

■  md.  PI.Genl..  K.  S5.    PritiUi!  In  niiiilmtr'.Oi.itiioiiR.  i.p.  XH^W. 

hlWd.,  Pmps.  tj.  ITL 

•  Additioniil  MSS.  (Brilhli  Mi.«'TiTn|.  .WTJ.  r...  M, 
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Chapter  IV. 

I'AKUAMEXTARY    I»1MX'EEI>IXUS  AiiAINST  THE  CHARTERS. 

TENI»ENrii>  T«>W.\RI»  IXIOX — BILL  nF  1701 — INrLlEXCK  OF  THE  ENCLIAH 
riirRC'II — BILL  itV  I7ti*» — ait  rP<»X  FoREHtX  0.)IX — BILL  OF  171^ 
l»EFEXSE   *>V  rHARTER**- 

TEXI»Ex^ls^  -n»wARn  rxiox. 

One  horitji^e  of  the  revolution  of  1H88,  fraught  with  vast 
conse<juen<M»s  to  the  American  colonies,  was  the  conimence- 
nient  of  the  s4»eond  himdred-vears'  war  hetween  France  and 
England  and  the  need  that  ensued  of  defense  and  militarj 
efjuipnient.  No  account  of  eighteenth-century  administration 
ran  omit  consith^rinjjf  that  the  colonists  suddenly  found  them- 
selves eon  fronted  by  the  Indians  organized  by  their  French 
antagonists  and  ready  to  fall  on  their  }x>rder  settlements  and 
to  <apture  and  mttssa<'re  their  inhabitants.  The  French,. 
though  vastly  inferior  in  numbers,  were  rendered  formid- 
alih*  by  their  centnilized  system  of  government,  which  gave 
the  direction  of  atfairs  into  the  hands  of  one  supreme  gov- 
ernor and  military  commander:  and  the  English  colonists  were 
at  a  disadvantage  because*  of  their  lack  of  unitj^  in  plan  and 
opi^ration  and  the  local  j(»alousies  that  separated  the  prov- 
inces. The  exposed  colonit^s  of  Xew  York  and  Massachusetts 
(on  her  Maiiu*  frontier)  ex|)eeted  sup|>ort  from  their  neigh- 
bors ill  l*en!iNvlvania.  tlie  Jers(»vs,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode 
Island,  wliicli  was  at  all  times  given  with  reluctance. 

Th(»  ])r(»vious  union  of  New  York  and  all  the  New  England 
colonies  under  Andro^  formed  a  precedent,  and  in  1690  the 
militia  of  Connecticut  and  Rliod(»  Island  were  put  under  the 
orders  of  Sir  William  Phips.  After  his  disastrous  Canadian 
exjM'dition,  wliile  FletchtM*  was  endeavoring  to  protect  the  New 
York  bo  r(l(»rs  against  retaliatory  raids,  the  command  of  the  Ck)n- 
n<»ct,i<ut  militia  was  transferr«»d  to  him  by  a  special  commission 
issut^l  in  U)i»:5.''     The  Connecticut  authorities  resisted  this  as 


'«N.  V.  ('<»!.  IUms.,  IV.  29. 
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3  invasion  of  tlii'ir  fliiiit^r  n^llits.  and  Fletcbci'a  attempt  to 
eiifi)riB  hisautliority  has  lioconip  a  tradition  among  Connecticut 
historians.  They  t*ll  how  he  came  to  Hartford  with  his  suite, 
ordered  the  Dillitia  drawn  up  to  listen  to  the  reading  of  the 
nival  document,  bow  Captiiin  Wadswortli  oi'dered  his  dnim- 
mers  to  drown  the  wound  of  the  n>adinjf  by  the  roll  of  their 
drums."  The  colony  immediately  drew  up  a  petition  t<i  the 
King,  signfd  by  :3,lM2  persons,  rexjuesting  a  continuation  of 
their  charter  privilege  to  I'omnmnd  their  own  militia,''  and 
appointed  Winthfop  their  agent  to  go  to  England  and  present 

fttieir  appeal. 
I  Fletcher  wi-ote  in  «urpri.se  and  annoyam*; 
"I  have  I  wen  iii  this  Colhny  SO  daywIalKireingto  penswaiieiistiibbome 
peiiple  til  tht-in-  ilewty.    •    •    *    [They]  Have  Bupperaltil  not  only  from 
Llie  Cliurch,   Bnt  Criwoc  o(  RngUnil.  ami  allowe  of  niH'  appeale  from 
ttieire  Courts  nor  the  Luweti  of  K:iglaiiil  \ii  have  any  force  amongHt  tb«3ni, 
^_aolue  III  th«  wiwMt  have  eaide  wee  are  nut  peniiitted  to  viiU;  fur  any  meiin- 
^Hbn  "f  Parliatii'  and.  therefore  not  lyable  tu  theire  lawee.    *    ■    •    1 
^^Bhwr  sAwe  the  like  people    They  have  raiseil  a  conxiderablo  Tax  to  send 
^^fte  M'.  Winlhrop  theire  Agent  for  England  yett  pay  nop  obeJienc  to  the 
^<>owtie  nether  tlieire  Agent  or  any  in  office  Jmve  taken  tlie  oathee  or  aul)- 
BiTibed  the  Test,     I  i-ouM  not  ftiree  obedieni-e  haveing  noe  r'H.inipany  lint 
a  few  servants  and  two  freinds  nnr  did  I  think  it  Ihe  Kin(5'n  pervtce  to 
I  I'Onleat  to  Blonde  tho  they  threaten  to  draw  mine  for  iirginj; 
Y  Miittvn  right."'' 

I'Meanwhilc  tho  Rhode  Island  governtiirnt  hiid  pri>ti's(<-d  in 
fashion   against  Piiip's  commission  to  loinniand  their 
oops,  and  had  sent  over  a  petition  by  their  agent,  Christo- 
r  Almy,  for  coutirmation  of  their  charter,  adjiLstment  of 
e  eastern  Ixfundary,  and  continued  command  of  their  mili- 
tia.''   The  attorney-general  reported  in  favor  of  the  validity 
of  their  charter,  but  resen'ed  his  opinion  on  the  commission 
i  Phips.' 

pThe  report  on  the  petition  of  Connecticut  maintained  "that 

ieir  Mttjesties  may  constitute  a  Chief  (ktmmander  who  may 

kve  authority  at  all  times  to  command  such  proportion  of 

a  forces  of  each  colony  as  their  Majesties  shall  think  tit  and 

ler  in  time  of  Invasion  and  approach  of  the  enemy  with 


.W.  RH3.,  III.  lOZ;  N.  y.  Oil.  Dock.,  iv.  69. 

m.Y.Coi.  Do«„tV.Tl. 

^otT.  Pm^ea,  Saw  England.  Entry  169'.l-%,  lli(  |jrlntod  in  K.  1.  Col.  R>.>»..  1 
■■  »■  EngUnil.  Entry  l6K(-96, 126;  priuled  In  K.  1.  CiW.  Kets 
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the  advice  and  iL**sistaiKr  of  tin*  jrovoriior  of  tlie  colonies  to 
conduct  and  command  the  rot  of  the  forces."""  Governor 
FIetch«»r.  liow(»V4»r,  was  instructed  u}X)n  Winthrop's  :solicita- 
tion  to  refrain  from  asking  more  of  Connecticut  than  a  quota 
of  lio  men. 

Nevt»rth(»les.s  a  governor-j^fenenil  and  commander  in  chief 
for  all  the  northern  colonies  was  stronjjly  demanded  by  a  large 
jmrty  in  tin*    colonies,    com|x>s<Ml  of    property  owners  and 
merchants     resi)onsihIe  men    who    felt  the  pivssure  of  the 
French  war  and  the  need  of  more  united  action.     A  memorial 
was  otfered  February  1.  ir>97,  of  the  *' Inhabitants,  Traders, 
Proprietors  etc.  in  the  North  pirts  of  America  l>eing  under 
very  deep  apprehensions,  and  discouni<^ements  from  the  late 
attempt  of  the  French  in  these  |)arts  where  we  have  in  a  man- 
n<»r  lost  our  Fishinjj^,  Furr.  Mast  Timlier,  and  Peltry  Trade 
lK>th  at  Newfoundland,  New   England  and  New  York,"  the 
conse(juence  will  be  the  subversion  and  overthrow  of  these 
countries.     This  has  emboldened  us  to  ask  that  **some  good 
form  of  (fov*  may  be  <»stablished  for  uniting  of  so  many 
interests  as  is  ()c<asione<l  from  diverse  sei^arate  Gov'"  and  to 
enable  us  for  any  attemj)t  of  the   Enemy."     We  think  the 
thing  not  inipossibh*  - 

Imt  may  U*  s(M'stal»liHhf<l  urxlrr  on«Mioveriinur  an  to  prow^rve  toeairh  their 
Civill  KijrhtH  I*roiH»rtU's  ami  Custnins  «'vrn  an  in  Kn^Iand,  where  iiotwith- 
Htarnlinjf  thi*  divers*'  ('nr|M»rations  of  sewrall  Towns  in  most  of  the  Shires, 
yot  for  nnitin;:  and  strenj^^th  of  the  whoh*  his  Majesty  hath  in  each  County 
a  I>>nl  Lieutenant  who  hath  coniinand  of  the  Forces  of  said  province  «Jfee. 
Now  \N  hr-reas  under  Sai<I  (iov''  as  thi'v  were  jointHl  fnmi  the  vear  1686 
to  lOSiJ  ^rreat  confusion  didarisi'.  the  disorders  whereof  that  then  hapi>eneii 
on^rht  not  to  l)e  atirihuted  unto  th<*  rnion  of  tlie  Colonies  but  from  the 
I^xorhitant  and  lileiral  (oininissions  tln»n  ;;rante<l  and  the  no  lesse exorbi- 
tant manner  of  exiMMitiriL'  ihr  >;mir,  the  inconveniences  may  Ik?  prevented 
hy  tlie  just  and  prudt'iit  iiieiisures  wliicli  the  Court  may  take  in  sending 
a  person  of  wortli  and  honour,  wln»se  jioweran*!  Instructions  may  be  muier 
such  regulations  as  may  render  Ids  (Jnv'  easy  to  all,  hononrable  to  his 
.Nhijesty  ami  of  advantage  unto  his  reahm^  t!tc.  The  Premises  eonsidere<l 
we  hundilv  l)eseech  vour  Lo'"  to  tak«»  spiedv  resolutions  therein  and  to 
make  such  Keixirt  to  his  >hiiestv  as  that  vour  ret"^"  mav  have  reliefe  ])v 
joining?  all  the  several  <iov'\  Civill  an<l  military,  under  (me  head.  ^ 


This  desire  for  union  even  went  so  far  as  to  demand  a  single 
strong  <'entralized  government  for  all  tlie  northern  provinces 

•«  li.  of  'I'.  I'aiMT<-.  .I«)tirii:il  7.  'Jn'.. 

/'H.  oi'l".  l'aiH'i<^.  Nf\v  Kii^hiixl.  \.  ."»'!.     I  tuTf  iirr  :{1  siKiuitiirex. 
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fto  takp  thi'  piiU'iMif  till' '■numerous  little  petty  gDVornmeuts;"" 
hut  the  IjUh-i'Ij-  party  lijok  exception  to  the  desire  for  a  civil 
head  tiiid  the  obliteration  of  colony  lines,  citintf  the  ehurters 
as  int^ti'umenlH  that  rendered  this  impossible,  iind  the  force  of 
ihp  movement  »pent  itself  in  armnginf'  for  a.  commander  in 
f  who  should  he  civil  governor  of  New  Hampshire,  Mas- 
tchusetts,  and  New  York  and  .should  have  command  of  tho 
I  of  Rhode  Island  ami  Conneeticut  a?id  the  Jerseys,  in 
ime  of  war  only." 
Mr.  Edmiiixl  Harrisim's  memorial  well  explains  the  situa- 


le  Knglieh  (»lfiniee  being  pluntet)  at  severall  limea  and  hj-  distim't 

n  from  the  Crijwn  bavini^  Jifterent  iiilerest«  in  Trade,  liwky  on  thtni- 

s  OS  W)  niaiiy  iliHtitR't  Principalities,  ar«  jmlouH  of  each  titber,  and 

li  upiiii  tbeirse|utmte  lawE&  CustumB  to  I'le prejudice  and  weakciiinij 

whole,  fi'r  tljuugh  thpy  iiiny  be  fifteen  ur  twenty  to  one  of  the 

BDch,  yet  bein^  withunt  a  Head  in  »<>  many  Kinull  Hoiliea  and  aepara.l£ 

may  he  an  i}»^y  eonqueel  t/i  a  sniaHi'r  united  Parly.    •    •    • 

it  Ibert-fori!  wiub  advantaifiouH  pettlemeiitw  rtiay  not  Ih-  either  mined  or 

im  England  it'?  bnnibly  proposed  ae  of  absolutes  neeewity  that  the 

B  Majesty  ehall  be  pleaeed  to  send  (.iovernour  of  N«w  Englan<l 

y  also  lie  the  Civili  GuviTnuur  of  New  York  and  Kcw  Ilunijishire  and 

gnerall  i>f  all  the  Fori'fB  of  New  England,  New  York,  New  IlampBhire, 

tnnci'tii'iit,  Rhotle  Island  and  Ilie  JiTseys     •    *     *     thul  no  lirem'h  lie 

fenn  any  of  the  (JrantH  unci  Privilegej^  of  thei^veral  [irovineeHin  their 

il  altain>. ' 

Evoti  this  cai-eful  yuai'dinjj  of  rightj*  and  privileges  was  not 
"  tough  for  the  separatist  interest  of  t  he  several  colonies.  Tlie 
fentsof  New  York  at  once  protested  that  '"New  England  can 
t  protect  New  York,  nor  New  York  New  Kngland,"  and  that 
)  governor^  residence  would  Iw  in  Baston,  their  rival  in 
kde,  and  so  he  would  not  lie  on  hand  for  any  sudden  danger. '' 
'.  Samuel  Allen,  of  New  llanipshire,  protested  for  his  col- 
7  that  it  had  Iwon  a  separate  government  since  1((S2,  and 
e  wfUf  no  more  reason  it  should  l)e  suhmitted  to  Boston 

B.  DiT.  t^Bpcn.  Entry  A,  IM.  Benjamin  [isvts.  ul  BinUm,  wfllsIolilx^orreHputidtni 
'  U,  Edwud  IIuIIt  "  Sir:  Wu  atu  In  n  Mit  iiMurc  tot  witnl  of  h  nrllleaienl  iiiiil 
ithuKlng.  •  >  •  OurlnKi|i]enrvTifmcinTttiiittbeK!ngua)llnu<!ai<nmiuiy 
IcpctlfeonmoienuwlUi  lu.HKllMiitiiiiuii  and  Itlmlc  lilonil.  wlilcli.  i!  nm  altvrt'il, 

T,  Jnnrnal,  A,  XKL  Sir  Htnrr  AxbuM  nnil  Mi.  Edmund  HuTlaon  decUml  bj 
■lltlwttheyhad,  wahW'vrnil<rtli(in.lHuU[IxHlenvdllibnii3niirl«I  turunlllug  llie 
MDUutidPtonr'Plvllanil  iniliniry  hmil.  They  vtishpd  llivwur[l"civH"(>mUlpd, 
nu>  HmirillnKly  nmuigixl, 

o(T.  l1nwn.NcwKni!lii".l,  A.-'.l. 
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than  Pennsylvania,  Carolina,  New  York,  or  Connecticut' 
Winthrop  pro8ent(Ml  a  memorial  against  the  project  on  l^ehalf 
of  his  colony/  adding  that  if  any  *^  general  commander  should 
have  power  to  draw  out  their  forces  contrary  to  the  Rights 
of  their  Charter  hv  which  thev  have  subsisted  threescore* 
years,  it  would  be  the  absolute  ruin  of  it/'^  Mr.  Brenton, 
the  agent  for  Khode  Island,  while  making  a  similar  protest, 
said  he  lKiliev<Kl  that  his  colon}-  would  1r*  willing  to  surrender 
its  charter  if  suitablv  rewardtnl. '' 

The  sentiment  for  union  was  verv  strong  in  view  of  the 
exigencies  of  the  situation.  An  interei^ting  letter  from  Capt 
Stephen  Sewall,*^  of  Salem,  Mass.,  dated  November  2,  1698, 
declares  that  the  j>eople,  worn  out  with  watching  against  the 
French,  are  moving  away  to  South  Carolina  and  other  southern 
colonies,  and  wishes  His  Majesty  would  reduce  all  the  govern- 
ments to  three:  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
and  Connecticut  into  one;  New  York,  l)oth  Jersevs,  and  Penn- 
sylvania  into  another:  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the  Carolinas 
into  another/  and  set  a  great  no})leman  and  soldier  over  all  the 
said  governments  *'  so  that  we  might  make  one  body  and  pui'se, 
and  we  sh'ld  send  all  Fn^nch  and  1  ndians  a  grazing  quickl3\  If 
the  king  does  not  take  pit\\  I  do  not  know  what  will  become  of 
us.  1  propose  this  only  for  the  pure  good  of  all.  I  am  a  true 
Knglishman  and  a  loyal  AVilliamite."  This  is  idso  the  time 
when  William  Penn  ])r()jx>sed  his  •' HriefeandPlaineScheanr' 
for  a  g(Miend  C^)ngress  of  tiie  colonial  repn»sentatives  to 
**lH»are  and  Adjust  all  matters  of  Complaint  or  difference 
Betweene  province  cSc  province/'  as  intermigration,  escape  of 
fugitives  from  de})t  and  justice,  defense  against  common 
enemies,  etc.,  with  a  connnissioner  appointed  by  the  King  as 
president  of  the  Congress.^ 

Tin*  necessitv  for  unitv  in  niilitiirv  matters  determined  the 
board  to  n^present  to  the  King  that  *'it  is  hardly  possible  the 

<i  B.  of  T.  PaiK-rs.  Kntry  A.  IJl. 

Mlild..  A.  l-iT).. 

'•  li.  <»f  T.  l*H|K'rs,  .louriml  A.  3'«. 

't  Ibid,  49.  Brciitoii,  howt'Vrr.  U'longod  to  t)u'  King'N|tiirty,an«lHp<»ke  without  authority 
fn>m  his  i>riii(;i|mls.  If  lu-  wtis  correct  in  hi^  stiitoincnt  it  was  thu  only  time  a  oorporatiou 
roloiiy  ofTt!R*(i  the  Mirri'iulfr  of  its  charter. 

t-h.  of  T.  I'aiKTs,  New  KiiKhind,  \.  t'>\. 

f  \n  early  i>ereei)tion  of  Neetional  Krotipintr. 

u  B.  of  T.  I'aiKTH,  PI.  (Jeiil.  A,  10.  Printed  in  fnll  in  N.  Y.  Col.  I)oc«.  IV,  p.  296,297;  hIho 
in  Fn)thingham,  Kise  of  the  Uepuhlie  of  tin-  Tnited  Slates  i  Boston.  IWi),  pp.  HI,  llli. 
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'  prast-rvtid  witbout  j 


•  Captain  General." 


CUonieH  c 

-  recomiiKMiiied  that  (ino  ^(iveriiiir  ha  ap{xiiiiti<d  for  the 
three  royal  colonies,  who  should  liave  power  to  t-omniand 
militia  in  the  three  colouiL's  uudur  charters  in  time  ot  war, 
according  to  the  right  uxpre-ssed  in  tho  opinion  of  the  attor- 
ney-general in  1(!U4. "  Lord  Bollouiont  was  thoreujwn  t-hnsen 
a.s  the  moMt  suitable  person  to  carry  out  this  plan.  The 
smaller  corjjoration  colonies  made  no  immediate  protest 
Ijucause  the  (icacc  of  Kyswiik  had  tieiMi  signed  before  he 
arriveiJ  in  America,  and  thus  this  part  of  Win  eommisNiou  wa^ 
suspended. 

All  those  hiekeriugs  concerning  the  control  of  the  militia 
and  the  difficulty  of  securing  unity  of  action  for  war  had 
called  the  attention  of  the  boaiti  of  trade  to  the  undesira- 
bility  of  charter  governments.     In  a  representation  to  tlie 
King  the  board  affirmed  that  all  other  union  except  under  a 
military  hea<l  is  '"at  present  impracticable.''     Apparently  a 
purpose  was  being  formed  to  sweep  away  the  charters  as  an 
impediment  to  their  plans,  and  this  project  was  being  strength- 
ened by  tlie  complaints  against  the  colonies  under  charters 
that  poured  in  from  every  side.     That  grave  irregularities 
flourished  under  cover  of  these  charters  could  not  lie  denied. 
Lord  Bellomont.  whose  policy  wan  one  of  conciliation  and 
support  of  the  popular  iMirty,  was  obliged  to  report  the  evils 
of  the  Rhode  Island  govi-rnment.     There  is  such  a  "bloody 
crew  of  privateers  at  Uhode  Island  that  thatgovermentmn  not 
K|TUle  them,  that  sober  men  are  in  fear  of  their  lives,"  was  said 
Bliil6i>7. '    The  Bahamas  were  similarly  involved  in  couniv- 
nuicc  at  piracy;''  nor  were  theCarolinas,  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
KTerseys  free  from  like  suspicions,''     Contumacy  in  regard  to 
illegal  trade,  sheltering  of  pii'ates.  and  protection  of  deseiiers, 
as  well  as  the  reports  of  confusion  and  disorder  in  several  of 
the  colonies  under  proprietary  charters  brought  the  matter 
tt)  a  focus,  and  the  sole  question  was  in  regard  to  the  method 
by  which  the  charters  could  t>est  !«  vacated.     The  prosecu- 
tinn  in  the  courts  was  a  slow  process,  and  the  growth  of  belief 

_       "B.  otT.  Pupen,  Sew  EnKlsiiU.  Entry  A,  13*. 

■"  o(T,P»peis,  New  EnglMiiJ,  Kiilrj;  Ailifl,    Leiter  tnmi  Benjuniii  n«vla,ul  BoMon, 
e  Dulob  uubiUBiidur  coinpJMlIi<.-d  ul  Ihtse  lalaniti  June  'A.  IflM.    R.  iil  T.  PitporT', 

Piotiii..  Knlry  B.  GO.  33;  Entry  c,  ■ig;  Uuylaiiil  K,  »:  Pi.  Uvnl..  A.  11. 
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in  Parliamentary  onmipotcMice  sugj^ested  that  an  act  of  that 
}>ody  would  1h»  tho  siniplost  and  most  efficacious  mode  of 
vacating  these  obnoxious  instruments." 

HILL    OK    1701. 

Tiie  King's  officers  in  the  colonies,  and  the  disaffeet-ed  or  dis^ 
rard(»d  proprietary  jLjovernors  fostered  the  purpose  of  the* 
hoard  of  trade  hy  constant  complaints.  Jeremiah  Bass, 
former  c^overnor  of  East  Jersey,  who  was  interestedly  striving*^ 
to  d(\stroy  the  proprietoiN'  rijjfhts  to  g-overnment  in  that  prov- 
ince in  the  hope  of  getting  the  King's  commission  for  it,  was 
a  vigorous  enemy  of  Penn  and  the  Quaker  proprieties.* 
Quary,  who,  as  judge  of  the  Pemisylvania  Admiralty  and  the 
greattvst  merchant  in  the  province,  had  his  own  profit  to  con- 
sider, desinnl  to  se<»  Penn's  charter  contiscAted.  ^  Dudlev,  who 
was  scheming  to  he  sent  as  governor  to  Mtissachusetts,  and 
wished  to  include  Rhod(»  Island  and  CV^nnecticut  in  his  com- 
mission, was  active  against  the  chart(»rs. ''  And,  chief  of  all, 
Randolph,  "'prerogative's  tool  to  Destroy  the  New  England's 
charters,"'  kept  the  matter  h(»fore  the*  lK)ard  of  trade.  From 
the  time  of  Randolph's  return  to  the  colonies,  after  pushing 
through  the  navigation  act  of  lOiMi,  he  continually  made  com- 
plaints of  the  proprietary  governments,  intimating  that  they 
were  not  only  independent,  hut  were  talking  of  cutting  loose 
and  setting  up  for  themselves;-'  that  illegal  trade  could  not  be 
suppressed  in  the  adjacent  King's  colonies  as  long  as  Connecti- 
cut, RIkkU'  Island,  the  Jerseys,  and  Pennsylvania,  '^adjoyning 
and  interinixt"  with  these,  i^njoyed  special  privileges,^  and 
that  the  King's  revenue  was  thereby  greatly  diminished,  which 

<iTh»*  Ixianl  of  tra<U'  n?iireyMMiU*d  to  the  Jloii.so  of  4\>nimon.s  April  23,  1701:  "Their 
iiKloiM'inU»i)c-y  making  it  abssohitt'ly  in'<M's»«iry  that  some  siK*e<ly  and  ofTcc'tiial  oan.*  Ik* 
taki'n  to  rendrr  thi-m  nion^  siih>frviriil  and  useful  to  the  Kingdom,  whirh  we  con- 
ceive i'un  not  Ikj  otherwise  well  etTeete<l  than  by  the  legislative  |K)wer  of  thii*  Kingdom." 
B.  of  T.  l'u|>ers,  I'l.  (Jenl..  Kntry  B.  tST.  Penn  wrote:  "By  nothing  hut  downright  J*arlia- 
inentary  oninii>oteney  ean  my  i)retensi<ms  he  (»verniled."    Ibid.,  Projw.,  G.  40. 

'' l*t'nn«ylvanla  Archives.  I,  i:w. 

<B.  of  T.  I'apers,  ITops..  (J,  40. 

rf  Ashurst  toWinthrop:  "  Dudley's  going  to  New  Kngland,  which  hath  l)ecn  the  lM>ttom, 
of  all."     Mass.  Hist,  (^)lls..  Gtli  series,  III.  7.\ 

''Letttjr  of  Penn.    See  Pennsylvania  Arrhivc-^.  1,  i:jy. 

/Itandolph  to  commissioners  of  <Mistoms,  New  Jersey  Archives.  1st  series,  II,  116. 

i/B.  of  T.  Paper>.  PI.  (ienl..  V.  is.  August  2-'),  l(i9M.  I'rincf  !<<K>i<'ty.  Fklward  Kiindolph, 
V,  lh'.»-l'.M. 
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I  all  tlio  Proprietica  iini  In- 


under  his  Maj"  Iitiediatp.  Govcnim'."" 

When  Katidulpb  arnvt-d  in  England  late  in  ITW  he  found 
nlrwwly  wflliindi'i'  way  tim  pitijcct  of  presenting  to  that  twssion 
i)f  Parliament  a  hill  for  "Re-uniting  to  the  Crown  the  Govern- 
ments iif  several  Colonies  nnd  plantntions  in  Araerica,"'     He 
was  at  once  employed  in  drawing  up  acvusations.  hunting  iip 
Mritne.sses,  and  arranging  for  counsel.''    On  February  19, 1701, 
B  presented  a  paper  "setting  forth  the  Mi^demeanourtt  nnd 
lale  Ati ministration  of  Gov"  in  y"  Proprieties  and  Charter 
k)vn'*  of   Amerieii,"'   whieh,   after    citing    the   particular 
irges  against  the  Itahania  Islands,  South  Caifiliim.  North 
larolmn,  and  Pennsylvania,  Penn's  laok  of  right  Ut  the  three 
r  eoiinties  on  the  IJelawaro,  the  question  as  to  tlie  Jersey 
pixiprietcirship,  the  faults  of  Connectieut,  Rhode  Island,  and 
MassaehusettM   Bay,  eoneludes;  "These  misdemeanors  arise 
■om  proprietors  not  taking  cure  to  provide  for  the  mnintr- 
e  of  their  governors,  so  that  honest  men  wilt  not  go  out 
live   on    the  spoils  and  rapines  of  the  pmprieties;"  that 
B  proprietors  Imve  made  no  provision  for  defense,  and  that 
D  supprei*M  these  gi'owing  evils  the  governments  of  all  the 
proprieties  should  lie  vested  in  the  Crown,  saving  alt   the 
rights  of  pi-operty  in  the  land,  as  liad  already  tn^eu  done  in 
the  case  of  Maryland  nnd  New  Hampshire.-'*    March  5  Ran- 
dolph presented  anotlier  paper  showing  the  Iwd  conditions  for 
[■defense,  particularly  in  the  proprietaries  (the  Quaker  colonics 
^ennsjlvania  and  the  Jerseys  had  no  militia);  and  Mnrcli 
i  these,  two  were  combined  into  a  i>apev  marked  "Articles  of 
li  Crimes:  Misdemeanours  Charged  upon  the  Governouj-s 
e  Severall  Proprieties,  on  the  Continent  of  America  and 


at  T.  I'upea,  Props.,  1,  IS,  iflvi»  text  ul  tbe  lilll. 

KrwuBSUipTlw.   July  10, 1701,  hewrulc!  "Aftvrlhiid 
lObulmnlitliaiitir'UHindKrliniUiil  iilHiabuu(y'iippciileii,and  Dwl  Iininlil  hnvi? 
I    •    •    •    I  WHH  li>M  (tinr  were  biiay  AuHiM  not  Mttond  tiili.    I  tbniight  (hell 
IK  M)Rii<thlnK  iL  brfwlDK  liy  yaM  MvndnW'  D.  A  U'  Rsod:  hiiiI  uDc-  Sam  vtnu- 
It  WM  to  doc  nil  j'burinlea  ■(  anvi.:  by  c>oiHiniilii(t  ilii!<  Aut  ot  Purl.,  n  i^.j|jfeHl.iTii)( 
'"■      "  ll».,8llii«l1ia.lil,  Vo. 
«  R.  of  T.  I^pen.  1-tuiXL.  V,  K. 
^/Ibld.    ApurtluainlulcdluN.C.Col,  K«i».,  I,5«S. 
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Islaiuls  adjacent.""  Two  days  later  the  l>oard  of  trade  made 
a  ropresontatioii  to  the  Kiiijr  in  council  to  the  following  effect:^ 

Havinj^  formerly  on  wvenilliM't 'anions  humbly  roprem*!!  ted  to  your  Majesty 
the  stat«*  of  th*'.  (rovernmont  nndor  I*n»pru»torfi  and  Charters  in  America; 
and  iHjnvivinjr  the  irn»jrularitieH  of  thes«*  <  iovornments  dayly  to  increase, 
to  the  prejuflice  of  Trade,  anti  uf  your  Majesties  other  Plantations  in 
Ameriea,  as  well  ai!«  of  y(Mir  Majwtien  revenue  arising  from  the  Customee 
hens  we  find  ourst^lves  ol)li^e<i  at  pre>H»nt  humbly  to  represent  to  your 
Majesty; 

That  tho**e  0>loniea  in  jreneral  have  no  wayn  answered  the  chief  design 
for  which  such  lar^(>  Traot^i  of  Land  and  such  Priviled^iies  and  Immunitiee 
were  granted  by  the  Cn)wn. 

That  they  have  not  conformed  thems4>IveH  to  the  i^^everall  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment for  re^rulatin^  Trade  and  Navi^ration,  to  which  they  ought  to  i>ay  the 
same  olxnlience,  and  submit  to  the  same  ReHtrictionH  as  the  other  Planta- 
tions, which  an*  Hubje<*t  to  your  Majesties  imme<liate  Government,  on  the 
contrary  in  most  of  these  Pioprieties  an«i  ("barter  (Jovernments,  tlie  Gov- 
ernours  have  not  applytnl  themselves  to  your  Majesty  for  your  appn>ba- 
tion,  nor  have  taken  the  Oaths  reijuin^il  by  the  acts  of  Tra<le,  both  which 
(.Qualifications  are  made  necessary  by  the  late  Act  for  preventing  frauds 
and  rejrulatinj^  abuses  in  the  IMantation  Trade. 

That  thev  have  assumcMl  to  themselves  a  p(»wer  to  make  I^ws  c^ontrarv 

•  •  • 

and  repupnant  to  the  I^iws  of  Kn^land,  and  din*ctly  prejudicial  to  Trade, 
some  of  them  having  n'fuse<l  to  st'ud  hiHier  such  I^ws  as  they  had 
enacte<l,  and  others  having  sent  them  but  very  imptTfectly. 

That  diverse  of  tliem  have  dcnyi'd  api>eals  to  your  Majesty  in  Councill, 
ov  which  not  onlv  the  Inhabitants  of  thostr  Colonies  but  others  vour 
Majesties  subjtM't^s  are  depriviMl  nf  that  lH*netit,  enjoy^nl  in  the  Plantations, 
unoer  your  Majestie**  immediate  <  iovernment,  and  the  ]iartie8  agrieved 
are  left  without  renuMly  frnm  the  arbitrary  and  Illegal  proceedings  of 
their  Courts. 

That  thes«' Colonies  contintie  to  be  the  refugee  and  retreat  of  Pirates  <fc 
Hic^ral  Trailers,  and  the  recfptarle  of  (ioods  imjwrttMl  thither  fromfop- 
r^i^n  parts  contniry  to  l^iw:  In  retuni  of  which  Commodities  those  of  the 
jrrowtb  of  these  Colonien  an*  likewise  coFitrary  to  l^iw  exported  to  For- 
rei^rn  part^;  All  which  is  likewis<»  much  in<M»unij:ed  by  their  not  admitting 
apiK.*als  as  afon^iide. 

That  by  raisin*;  arul  lowering:  their  coin  from  time  to  time,  to  their  jiar- 
ticular  ivlvanta^e.  and  to  the  })rejudi<'<' of  other  Colonies,  By  exempting 
their  Inhabitants  from  l>iitic>^  and  Ciistome-^  t<»  which  the  other  Colonies 
ari'  subject,  and  bv  llarbourinir  of  Servants  and  fujritiveH,  these  Govern- 
ments tend  ^rrratly  to  tbr  mjderminin^r  the  Trade  and  Welfare  of  the  other 
riantati«ms,  and  srdmr  and  draw  away  the  lVo]>le  thereof;  By  which 
Diminution  of  Hands  the  n*st  of  the  Colonies  mon'  l)eneticial  to  England 
<lo  verv  MiiK-b  snff"^ 


"  B.  of  T.  I'lipiTv.  I'mps..  <;.  ;5.     I*rinlr«l  in  New  .Utm-v  Art-tiivt's.  llret  «?riw«,  11,358;  also 
riiiiri' S.M-ifty.  Kdwiinl  Rxndolpli.  v.  Jdii  JfiS. 
t>B.  of  T.  l'uiK.'i>.  Props..  Knlry  r.  pj.     l'riiitr»l  in  N.  ('.  Col.  Kee.v,  1,  585. 
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Thut  tlif,-i-  I iKkiH^ilunl  t'l.Iomew  'I'l  turn  ^he  Course  of  Trs'ic'  In  Dip 
"tniiKitiiig  aiiil  I'riiprogatip)!;  wimiIpii  aud  cithtr  Maniifactiirvs  proper  ti> 
logUlid,  itiHttwl  of  applying  Ihpir  tliougliti!  und  EntleHvonra  lo  the  pni- 
nction  of  bul-Ii  ii^mmixiitieH  as  are  lil  to  Iv  eiieuiituged  in  t.liexe  partit 
Oforiling  ti)  the  true  ilesi^n  uiid  inleiitioii  uf  Budi  ROttleuienlH." 
That  they  do  not  in  general  take  any  due  c&re  dir  tlieir  own  defemv  aud 
ecurity  agaiiist  au  p'nemy,  eitliir  in  Building  Fortf  or  proviiiiug;  their  In- 
tabitsnt»  witli  HulBdent  Amies  and  Afnuiiition,  in  lase  tl ley  should  he 
ttaeked,  whieh  ie  everyday  more  and  more  to  be  apprehended,  I'oneider- 
g  how  the  French  pow''  eiiL-reases  in  Iliotw  parts. 

That  this  cheifly  arieea  iruni  the  ill  ll^e  they  make  of  the  (wwent  en- 
aetml  t«  them  by  their  Charters,  and  the  Intleiieudeney  which  they  prv- 
ndUi.snd  thateach  lioveniini'iil  ixohJiifLilonly  to  defend  iti^Helf  without 
ly  conaideratton  hH<l  of  their  NeiKhhoiirH,orot  thejiteneral  preservation  of 

That  many  of  them  have  not  u  regular  militia  aud  some  ( [urtieularly  tlie 

lies  of  East  and  Wi>Bt  New  Jersey)  tire  no  otherwise  at  present  than  in 

e  of  Anarchy  and  eonfnnon. 

And  heiauMethe  care  of  these  and  other^TeatniixchiefHin  your  Majeatien 

^fhuilalionit  and  CVdonies  aforesaid,  and  Iliu  tnlrcHhicinic  Mich  an  ailininis- 

tration  of  Govoniment  and  fit  regulation  of  Trade  as  may  put  them  into  a 

tietter  State  of  Security  and  make  Ihem  duly  subservieut  and  uwfull  to 

Kugland,  dote  every  day  become  luore  and  morv  nei'eseary,  and  timt  your 

llajeities  frequent  Com  mandH  to  them  have  not  met  with  due  comp1yaii<»: 

ffe  hundily  conceive  it  may  be  exjiodient  tliat  the  Charier*  of  the  eeveruU 

^roprietofgand  others  intitliug  them  toaltsoluteOovernment  be  rea*»umed 

O  the  Cniwn  and  these  Cotoniee  put  into  the  sitnie  Btate  and  dependency 

B  those  of  your  Majesties  other  riantatioDH,  without  j>rejuilk-e  to  any 

8  jwrticular  projierty  and  freehold.    Which  being  no  otherwise  .«> 

irell  lo  be  eSeclc^l  aa  by  the  Legielative  powi^  of  this  Kingilonie. 

Wee  humbly  submit  the  same  to  your  Majesties  Royal  consideration. 

The  King,  in  ooimcil,  having  dotpriiilned  to  acwpt  tht-  advii-e 
«f*lhe  txwrd  of  trade,  the  hill  wns  ititrodiiced  into  the'  HoiraU 
flf  Lords,  April  lii,  1701,  and  ordered  to  ib*  second  reading 
the  next  week.*  This  bill  provided  for  det-laring  void  all 
clauses  of  the  charters  of  Mossachtisett*  Bay.  New  Hampshire, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut  in 
New  Knglaiid,  East  and  \Vci<t  New  Jersey,  PenuKvlvania  and 
the  adjacent  Torritones  (Delaware),  Maryland,  (.'aroltna,  and 
the  Bahama  or  Luca  Islands  in  America,  relating  to  the  gov- 
ernment, whoreby  any  jxiwev  or  authority  is  granted  to  any 
person  or  persons  from  the  Crown. 

Larkfii  wroii-:  "I  hnvDven  up'o'l  l>ni«eit(ii(  tl 
Bbode  Iil4tid]  Kild  at  4  ah.  antl  4  xh.  M.  per  yvrd  as 
~. .)( T.  I^pen.  M.rylmi.l,  Eolry,  B,  IIB.*' 
fcjuimuileol  ttii)  House  ol  Lords,  XVII.  ftWli. 


d 
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On  the  saiiu*  day  the  Inmnlof  tnido  presented  to  the  House 
of  Commons  a  full  list  of  the  irivgiihirities  and  nuHdemcanors 
of  the  various  charter  and  proprietary  governments.  Each 
one  in  turn  was  complained  of — Rhode  Island,  for  her  recep- 
tion of  Lord  Bellamont's  intpiiry  into  her  irregularities  and 
for  "jjivtending  ^>y  their  charter  to  1m»  independent  of  the 
(lovernmentof  Knirlandf  Connecticut,  for  refusing  the  Uallani 
appeal  and  for  the  public  declaration  of  h(»r  governor  that 
no  ai)iMMds  should  he  allowtul  from  thence;  the  Jerseys,  for 
their  utter  confusion  and  unlawful  tnide;  Pennsvlvania,  for 
opi)osition  to  the  ccmrtsof  Admindty  and  for  illegal  trade,  aj> 
represented  hy  Colonel  Quary:''  the  Carolinas  and  Bahamas 
for  the  mishehavior  of  thcMr  governors  and  harlK)ring  pirates. 
As  to  the  proprietary  and  charter  governments  in  general, 
"their  ind(»pend(»ncy  making  it  absolutely  necessary  that 
some  speedy  and  (»liVctual  Care  be  taken  to  render  them  more 
subservient  and  useful  to  this  Kingdom,''  they  propose  the 
aforementioned  bill. 

This  bill  took  the  pro[)rietors  unawares.  The  board  of  tnule 
employed  Randolph  to  lobby  for  the  (fOvernment,*aiid  he  was 
prepared  with  nunu^rous  witnc^sses  and  documents  to  push  the 
bill  forward.  Tin*  iirst  protcvst  came  from  William  Penn,  jr., 
whose  father,  absent  in  Pennsvlvania,  was  unable  to  use  his 
influence,  and  who  had  no  idea  that  the  covert  attacks  u{X)n 
his  charter  would  take  this  form.'  His  son  petitioned  that 
'*  the  Ai*t  seems  to  take  awav  the  estate  of  the  Petitioner's 

• 

father  purchased  from  the  Crown  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tioTi/''^  An  order  was  giv(»n  that -he  should  be  heard.  Sir 
Ilenrv  Ashurst,  the  agent  whom  the  Connecticut  colonv  had 
been  fortunate  enough  to  appoint  in  February  of  this  same 
year,  for  the  matter  of  the  Ilallam  appeal  and  the  boundary 
dispute,  used  his  utmost  endcnivors  and  his  large  influence 

"Ho  compluinrd  that  *"ir<»ii.  liiiin'U.  uiiu-.  ami  otluT  Kuropenn  c;omm<xlitfefl arc  Mold 
there  h.s  eheup  as  in  KtiKhnnl/' 

/>B.  (»f  T.  Paper?).  I'l.  (ieiil..  entry  <',  Al.  Trinec  Sueifiy,  Kdwunl  liandolpb,  V,  273,  •-'74. 
Ix'tter  to  U)r«lsof  theTreasnry  to  furni'^h  Kaii<h»li>li  witli  money,  iim  the  board  of  tra<le  had 
Kiv<Mi  liini  orders  to  foll<>\v  tht*  niaiiiT  for  the  Crown.  His  hill  i.s  a  curiotis  documeut, 
inelnding  unionnts  siK-nt  on  the  \viine.»>M«i.  •■  kerpini,'  them  tojjethcT  in  the  old  {mlace 
yard,  5sh..  Kd.;  dhiinj;  tlu'm  the  sjiine  lay<«',  CJ,  Ss])..  I2d.;  keeping  witnesses  togeUier, 
ssh.,  M.."  etc.     Sum  total.  VXk  \\<.  ii<l.     V.  K.  ().    Treasury  I'npers,  LXXV.  8. 

••Penn  wrote,  in  17u>.  'At  what  a  pass.  iIm-ji.  are  |»ro|)rietary  Go\'»»«,  who  unlcHs  they 
will  run  their  hea«h  a;."'  the  wall  an-  iu  danirer  of  beiUK  qno  warranto'd  by  the  late  Act 
aji<'«  I'inn  y.' 

'Uouruul  oi  Hl)U^e  of  Lords.  XVI,  GiK.ih. 
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to  defeat  the  passage  of  flic  iiill,  Mnj  5  he  wrote:  "I  am 
soliciting  the  Ixtnls  day  and  night  that  if  the  bill  must  pWB, 
to  leave  out  yo'"  Colony;  you  have  this  reputation  none  of  the 
Coloneys  hath,  a  pereon  of  my  qimlity  to  appear  for  them."" 
Persons  of  still  higher  ([uality  were  oon(;erned  in  opposition^ 
the  proprietors  of  the  Carolinas  and  Bahumas— but  they  made 
II  mther  languid  defense,  being  present  by  counsel  and  in  the 
[wraon  of  their  aei-retary  but  once.  Possibly  they  were  not 
averse  to  being  relieved  of  the  government  of  these  tumnl- 
tuous  and  unproHtable  po-isesfiions.  Lord  Baltimore,  although 
not  exercising  his  proprietary  right  in  Maryland,  was  repre- 
sent^l  liy  counsel;  hut  the  brunt  nf  the  defense  fell  upon  the 
Penns  and  Sir  Henry  Ashurst. 

The  second  rending  was  set  for  April  tiit.  but  postponed 
until  May  S.  Meanwhile  Randolph  jKJured  in  papers  from 
the  Admiralty,  the  coramissionei-s  of  customs,  and  the  l)oard 
of  trade,*  summoned  witnesses,  and  tried  ever}-  possible  influ- 
ence to  promote  the  speedy  [lassage  of  the  bill.  Its  second 
reading  was  pas.sed  May  '2'A.  During  the  course  of  the  cam- 
paign. Randolph  intimated  that  his  enemies  were  threatening 
him  with  arrest,  and  requested  the  protection  of  the  House, 
which  was  granted.''  But  the  pressure  of  the  near  proroguing 
of  Parliament  was  t<H»  much  even  for  the  persistency  and  zeal 
«f  Randolph.  .Tunc  U.  after  the  third  reading  had  been  post- 
poned four  times,  he  reported  to  the  board  that  there  was  no 
prolwbilitj'  of  the  pas.'mge  of  the  bill  at  this  session,  and 
requested  permission  to  take  the  affidavits  of  several  witnesses 
for  future  use."  Asiiui-st  intimated  in  a  letter  to  the  Connec- 
ticut governor  that  he  used  a  certain  interest  he  possessed  in 
the  House  of  Lords  to  have  the  bill  delayed,'  but  declares  that 
they  must  send  over  some  one  to  defend  it  in  the  next  session. 

The  early  dissolution  of  Parliament,  on  the  departure  of  the 
King  for  Ireland,  checked  but  in  no  wise  disconcerted  the 
lH>ard  and  the  promoters  of  I  he  bill.     It  only  served  as  a  pre- 


«.  Hfit.  CnllE..  6th  BMleti,  111.  112.    Sir  Hearj  enlargMl  upon 
'h  donser  llial  ihe  bill  would  pan  Ilie  Hoiib 
nlsTT  Popple  drew  np  ■  list  ii(  romplulnu  nt  encb  colon 
.   B.  of  T  Pupen.  Prop*.,  entry  c,  B7. 
■  -     !eofLord«.XVI.(lSHh. 
BfT.  P«.Bi!n.JonniiilF,M. 

■.Hlsl.ColI«.,  eihHTlee.  HI.  TA.   SilUiuUll  Iblnki  AsburBi 
ft  quiet  or  they  might  proVf  cUsadyanlHgeoOB  lo  the  coin: 


H.  Dw.  74S,  .t8-3— vol  I 


ChevHlDoof  hlsserr- 
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lude  to  further  efforts.  July  16,  1701,  Bas^  presented  a 
memorial  suggesting  a  commission  of  investigation  into  the 
state  of  proprietary  and  charter  governments.*  Thereupon 
the  board  ordered  letters  to  l)e  sent  to  (lovernor  Blakiston 
in  Maryland  and  Governor  Nicholson  in  Virginia  to  get 
proofs  of  the  charges,  and  the  same  instructions  to  be  given 
to  Dudley,  Corn!)urv,  and  Randolph,  who  were  preparing  to 
go  to  America/  In  the  letter  to  Rlakiston  the3'  said:  **The 
bill,  by  reason  of  shortness  of  time  and  the  nmltiplicity  of 
other  busines,s,  not  liaving  jmssed  into  an  act,  and  it  being 
very  prolmble  that  the  same  matter  may  again  come  under 
consideration  the  next  session,  you  are  instructed,'-*'  etc. 
Ashurst  wrote,  November  1,  1701,  U)  his  Connecticut  client;^: 
''  You  nmst  be  prepared  against  another  attempt  upon  yo' 
chai-ter  by  Act  of  Pari.  Insolvent  Randall  (Randolph)  &  D. 
&  another  nameless  friend''  was  and  are  very  active  gentle- 
men against  all  proprietary  governments."*'  Penn  wrote: 
'*  Those  who  seek  to  ruin  the  proprietaries,  fhey  say,  will 
renew  their  bill,  but  try  the  Commons  first/'-^  Penn  himself 
n)ade  vigorous  efforts  to  defeat  the  bill,  raising  a  subscription 
among  the  Quakers  in  Pennsylvania  to  be  used  against  it.^ 
In  1702  he  wrote:  ''The  Jersey's  suri*ender  is  an  ugly  pref- 
ace, however  there  is  a  higher  hand  to  which  I  look.*  The 
Lords  of  Trade  have  promised  me  to  receive  no  complaints 
without  the  party  sending  them  give  them  to  the  party  they 
are  sent  against  u{X)n  the  spot  ♦  ♦  ♦  that  no  body  may  l)e 
nmrdered  in  the  dark.  A  great  reformative  relief  and  for 
which  American  gov(Mnments  owe  me  their  good  will."' 

Even  the  good  offices  of  Ashui'st  and  Penn  proved  unavail- 
ing; the  charters  were  to  be  placed  in  jeopardy  once  more. 
The  board  rontinu(»d  to  ivpnNsent  the  defenseless  state  of  these 
colonies,  which,  in  view  of  imminent  war,  was  a  serious  charge, 
and  in  Februarv,  17^2,  one  of  the  secretaries  of  state  sent  the 


a  B.  of  T.  pHiM*rs.  Fn)ps..  (i.  22. 
hn)Id.,.Toiinml  K.  107. 
'•B.  of  T.  Papers,  Marylainl,  Eutry  B.  M. 
fi  Lord  Cornbury.  without  <l(»iil)t. 
*Masj«.  Hist.  Colls..  lUh  wrios.  III.  H5. 
/Penn  to  Lojiraiu  January  4.  ITlfJ. 
g  B.  of  T.  PaiM'rs,  PI.  (k-n'l.  K,  31. 

AQuary  claimed  that  Penn  tniste^l   his  influen<'M  at  eourt  to  earry  through  all  his 
measures. 

/  Janney.  Life  <»f  Penn  (  Philadelphia,  iss:^),  p.  4.'»k. 
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board  the  heads  of  a.  new  bill. "  It  proposed  that  the  militarv 
government  by  sea  and  land  should  be  reunited  to  the  Crown, 
that  the  person  deputed  bj'  the  Kin^  as  commander  in  chief 
Hhould  superintend  the  customs  and  admiralty  officers,  that 
the  civil  authority  and  adminiMtration  should  rest  where  they 
were  (ii8  they  did  in  coiiwmtions  in  Kngland  where  the  King 
had  hi»  governors);  but  that  justice  should  run  in  the  King's 
nauie.  appealed  al>ove  £3t)U  value  lie  to  him,  and  he  .••bould  have 
a  upgative  on  all  laws.  Had  the  iKmrd  uf  trade  l>een  cDntent 
with  thoso  reasonalile  and  moderate  proijosals,  which  a  few 
years  before  they  would  have  considered  aw  embodying  their 
policy,  it  Ls(|uite  prolmhle  that  such  a  bill  could  have  been 
carried.  But  the  lx)ard  replied  that  they  were  not  "adapted 
to  Proprieties  in  CHMicnili  nor  are  they  pi-oper  for  Pennsylva- 
nia in  particidar,"  that  the  chief  ends  proposed  were  to  render 
the  colonies  nmtually  defensive,  to  suppress  illegal  trade  and 
piracy,  and  prevent  the  escape  uf  fugitivea,  "and  that  the 
Produce  of  the  whole  whould  be  turned  to  the  Benefit  of  Eng- 
land." This  they  thought  could  not  be  accomplished  by  these 
propositions,  and  they  preferred  the  bill  of  the  last  session.* 
They  were  considering  this  matter  for  sovei-al  days,  and  Feb- 
ruary 23  a  counselor  of  the  treasury  informed  the  board  that 
be  had  been  directed  to  solicit  the  bill.'"  But  on  March  3  the 
King  unexpectedly  died  and  Parliament  weis  dissolved.  This 
sudden  turn  of  affairs  and  the  downfall  of  the  Tory  ministry 
put  an  end  to  the  first  attempt  at  u  wholesale  confiscation  of 
the  charters  by  Parliamentary  action. 


H  The  bill  of  IToi  wjis  but  a  prelude  to  u  second  and  more 
rpersistent  attack  upon  the  corporation  and  proprietary  gov- 
ernnient«.  It  had  formed  an  excellent  precedent,  had  caljed 
iittention  to  the  misdemeanors  of  these  governments,  and  had 
raised  up  a  large  crop  of  avaricious  enemies,  who  hoped  to 
izploit  these  colonies  to  their  own  advantage.  After  his  fail- 
e  to  lobby  through  the  bill  of  1701,''  Edward  Randolph  seems 

B.  of  T.  P&pcR.  Props.,  B,  13. 

B.  ot  T.  Papen.  Proin,  Bntcj  C,  38», 

[Ud.,  Joonul  F.  aim,  XSg. 
L '&  of  T.  Papers.  Jouraali,  ahaw  tlml  nfU-r  lili  rliial  Rliirn  to  America  IiId  rvpoita  wen 
~     He  died  Id  ITOa.  and  wait  burial  oil  Ihe  eaatum  ahon  of  Vtislnla, 
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to  have  fallen  into  disrepute  with  the  Vioard.  But  his  place 
lK)th  as  surveyor-general  of  castonis  in  America  and  as  oppo- 
nent in  chief  of  the  corporation  and  proprietary  governments 
was  actively  tilled  by  Robt^rt  Quary,  formerly  governor  for  a 
brief  time  of  South  Carolina,  later  judge  of  the  Admiralty  in 
Pennsylvania/' 

Lord  C'ornbury,  the  dissolute  heir  of  the  Earl  of  Claren- 
don and  cousin  of  the  <iueen,  had  been  appointed  the  new  gov- 
ernor of  N(»w  York,  and  Joseph  Dudlej  ,*  the  renegade  Puri- 
tan, had  bei^n  placed  in  charge  of  Massachusetts.  Both  looked 
witii  envious  eyes  on  the  two  small  but  thriving  colonies  east 
and  south  of  their  resi^ctive  governments,  and  set  s^'steniat- 
irallv  to  work  to  alK)lish  the  charters  of  these  colonies  and 
annex  their  territories  to  their  commands/  Cornburv  had 
alreadv  becMi  tfratitied  !)v  an  additional  commission  for  the 
{rov(*rnment  of  tin*  two  .F(»rseys,  whose  proprietors  had  made 
a  forced  surrender  of  their  governmental  rights  to  the  Crown/ 
"We  hear  that  the  latter  (the  Jerseys)  have  surrendered  their 
government  to  the  King,  which  will  \h}  a  leading  case  to  the 
rest,''  wrote  an  inhabitant  of  P(»nnsylvania  to  the  governor  of 
Maryland  at  this  time/  In  a  word,  all  those  who  were  ''gap- 
ing for  preferment  under  the  specious  pretense  of  serving  the 
King's  interest'"'  were  looking  to  the  downfall  of  the  corpo- 
ration and  proprietary  colonies  its  their  best  chance  and  in- 
citing the  enmity  of  the  board  of  trade  by  continued  accusa- 
tions. 

A  plan  seems  to  have  l>een  on  foot  to  introduce  a  bill  for 
tlie  overthrow  of  the  charters  in  Queen  Anne^s  first  Parlia- 
uKMit.  of  December,  1702:  but  the  board  wrote  to  Dudlev  Jan- 
uary  2*>,  l7o8,  that  *'the  time  is  too  far  spent  to  expect  it 

'«In  South  Caroliim  Quary  was  acciLsod  of  coinplicity  with  pirates  and  deposed  from  hi." 
KovornorHhip  ( Ilistoriral  ColU'Ctions  of  South  Carolina,  I.  86).  Poatdbly  this  accounts  for 
his  opiMisitioii  to  proprietaries.  McCrady  tries  t<»  dear  him  of  the  charge:  but  his  record 
ill  Penusylvaiiiji  was  ii(»t  thiwless. 

bAshurst  cJaiiiifd  lie  ini>?ht  have  prevento<l  Dudley's  appointment  had  he  been  com- 
missioned to  <lo  so.     Mass.  Hist.  Colls,,  (>th  serie.".  III.  39. 

»•  Dudley's  "  sou  d«'elare<l  to  a  gentleman  in  his  I'ompany  at  Stoningtovm  that  within 
a  year  my  L''  Cornbury  would  make  2  of  his  C<»mniiHsion"  (both  of  this  province  [Con- 
iieelieiitj  iV  wlio  had  shown  themselves  with  the  Kreatest  heat  ag'.  the  InterestH  of  this 
(rovernmeiit)  magistrates  of  thispovernment.  hut  we  hope  he  will  prove  as  false  a  prophet 
as  aei'user."  (iovernor  and  eouneil  of  ('onnectieut  t(>Sir  Henry  Ashunt,  August  29, 1705. 
Mas.s.  Hist.  Coll.s.,  (Wh  serieH.  Ill,  30^1. 

rfSee  Chapter  II,  ante. 

'  B.  of  T.  Tapers.  Proi»s..  K.  11. 

/Ibid.,  Proinj.,  G.,  40,  letter  of  William  Penn. 


mm  this  present  session.""  In  order,  howeper,  that  the 
matter  should  lie  kept  prominent,  every  jw^Mihle  opportunity 
wan  seized  for  presenting  the  project  to  the  notice  of  the 
Queen  in  council.  For  example,  in  h  representation  on  the 
subject  of  governors'  salaries.  April  3,  1703,  the  board  con- 
cludes: 

As  to  Proprietary  and  ChHrt«r  Coionies,  viz.  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
Pennsylvania.  Carolina,  and  the  Bahama  IslandH  we  cannot  propose  any- 
ttiing  upon  this  ■H'CiiBiun.  The  goveniourH  uf  those  i;oloniee  not  t)eint! 
appointed  by  your  Maj'ty,  aud  depending  upon  the  proprietors  or  People 
from  whom  they  have  meuji  uncertain  ealarie*",  whif^h  enciturages  them  to 
connive  at  unlawful  trade  and  other  irregularities  which  inist'hief  can  only 
lie  reinedieil  as  we  humbly  iiineeive  by  reducing  these  colonies  to  an 
iuiinediate  dependence  on  the  Orown.^ 

Thu»  the  people  of  the  (corporation  colonies  as  well  as  tlif 
proprietors  were  kept  in  anxiety  concerning  their  charier 
rights  and  privileges.  Williftm  Penn,  after  a  hard  fight  with 
Quary  before  the  lK>ard  concerning  the  admiralty  powers  in  his 
government,  realized  the  tenip(;r  of  that  l>ody  as  advftrse  to  all 
proprietary  governments,  and  decided  to  follow  the  example 
of  his  New  Jersey  friends,  and  by  making  his  own  terms  of 
surrender  to  get  out  of  the  difficulty  before  his  charter  wa« 
annulled  in  Parliament.     Maj'  11, 1703,  he  wrote  to  the  board: 

"Hon"!''"  Friends  Since  I  oheerve  your  bent  is  extrcainh  alronft  ti 
liring  all  proprietary  GovernmenlR  more  immediateh  under  the  dispasi 
lion  of  the  Crown  and  the  disadvantage  they  are  and  niiut  be  under  on 
that  account,  I  thought  Ht  to  lett  you  know  that  upon  a  juhI  regard  for 
the  wcurity  of  me  and  the  people  in  our  Civil  rightjii  •  •  •  t  shall 
ujiun  satisfaction  resigns  to  the  Crown  the  Government  thereof     <' 

With  Penn.  therefore,  showing  signs  of  yielding,  with 
the  pressure  for  union  caused  by  the  new  French  war, 
and  the  complete  loss  of  the  proprietary  colony  of  the 
Bahamas,  (.■aptured  and  sacked  by  the  French  and  Siian- 
iards  in  June  and  again  in  September,  17u3,''  and  with 
the    return    to    power    in     England    of    the    Tory   party, 

^MB.  of  T.  hpen,  New  England,  Enlr;-  ",  374. 
^HPrlry  Conntdl  ReglMer.  1701-1.  p.3M. 

V*  4ltild.,PropiL,M.2.  Aleltvrdiiiii'rHiinKllieunpLiireor  lhi>  BahainHKaij'ii:  "Tlicw  IslnndB 
WBre  oul  of  Ibc  QucCD'»  protection  rniil  1udep«idi!nl  of  lhi.>  Croivii  (i>ncnl  tliclll  etIfcU 
of  Cliarteni  •  •  •  I  bope  Ihin  wUI  Induce  the  (jueen  to  luke  thai  Uoremroent  (anil 
lU  thereat  lor  they  lye  allte  eiposed)  Into  het  Imioed lata  protection.    The  nnked  ai 


d«leiuelcas  pwtnre  of  the  ProprieIle'<  in  gi 
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which  believed  in  prerogative  and  supported  the  projects 
of  the  governors  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts,^  there 
seemed  few  chances  for  the  continuation  of  governments  under 
charters. 

In  addition  to  all  these  forces  set  in  motion  against  the 
charter  colonies,  another  agency  was  acting  powerfully  in 
opposition  to  them,  because  they  were  the  homes  and  refuges 
of  dissenters  from  tlie  Church  of  England.  Queen  Anne 
was  a  devout  and  rigid  supporter  of  the  Establishment,  and 
the  English  Dissenters,  who  hsuA  been  tolerated  and  prote<*ted 
under  William  III,  were  being  hard  pressed  by  the  test  act 
and  the  occasional  conform itv  bill.     Meanwhile  their  colonial 

ft 

brethren,  so  long  the  dominant  class  in  New  England,  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  the  Jc^rseys,  and  the  Carolinas,  found 
the  powerful  engine  of  the  church  estiiblishment  in  use  against 
their  privileges  and  liberties.'' 

Up  to  this  time  !)ut  few  congregations  of  the  Church  of 
England  hud  been  orgjinizcnl  in  the  Independent  and  Quaker 
colonies.  King's  Chapel,  Boston,  was  a  relic  of  the  era  of 
Andros.  Christ  Church,  Philadelphia,  founded  in  1695,  was 
an  active  center  of  the  opposition  to  the  Quaker  a.scehdency 
and  th(»  proprietors'  government.'  -About  the  beginning  of 
the  r(Mgn  of  Queen  Anne  a  new  impetus  was  given  to  the 
Church  of  England  i)arty  in  the  colonies  by  the  organization 
for  work  theiein  of  a  missionarv  societv  known  as  the  *'^  So- 
ciety  for  the  Propagation  of  the  (Tospel.""  Its  charter, 
granted  in  1701,  recites  that,  being  informed  that  the  provision 
for  ministers  in  many  of  the  plantations  beyond  the  seas  is 
very  mean,  and  that  many  English  subjects  lack  the  adminis- 
tration of  th(^  sacrament,  this  organization  has  l)een  incoipo- 
rated  to  remedy  such  condition  of  affairs.''  The  first  meeting 
Wiis  held  at  Lambeth  June  27,  and  August  15  the  society  en- 
tered upon  an  inquiry  into  the  rejigious  state  of  the  colonies, 
seeking  information  from  colonial  governors,  from  merchants, 

rt(]onil)ury'n  uin-le,  I/>rd  Kochestcr,  whm  a  member  of  the  Tory  cabinet  of  1702.  Blath- 
wait  was  Diulley's  natron. 

^  I'emi  wrote.  August  '2i),  1901.  "  Nor  is  it  the  |H)wers  of  Govm*t  alone  that  Is  here  con- 
tende«l  for.  Liberties  and  the  first  iudueem'*  to  undertake  so  hazardouR  and  difficult  an 
Knteri)rise  arestruek  at  by  that  Bill,  and  must  inevitably  fall  if  carried  on  upon  the  bot- 
tom it  now  stands."    B.  of  T.  Papers,  Props..  (}..  40. 

<•  B.  of  T.  Papers,  Props.,  (i.,  13.  Petitions  from  tiie  vestry  of  Christ  Church  complain- 
ing of  the  unjust  discrimination  against  the  Cliurch  of  England  on  the  part  of  penn  and 
the  Assembly. 

rf  Abstract  of  Charter  (1702),  British  Musetini  pamphlet. 
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"wid  frnrri  Ihe  l)0(Li-d  of  tradii.  Dudley  furnished  the  infor- 
mation for  New  Eiifjiiind.  and  Col.  Lewis  Morris  for  the  Jer- 
seys iind  Pennsylvania."  The  report  of  1702  says  that  "first 
havintr  got  the  lL>e.st  information  they  could  of  the  present 
state  of  the  ChriHtian  relifjion  in  our  American  Plantations 
they  find  that  in  some  places  rt  is  so  sad  and  deplorable  that 
there  are  scarce  any  footsteps  of  Religion  to  Iw  seen  among 
theni,"*  la  consequence  the  Rev.  George  Keith,  with  the 
Kev.  Patrick  Gordon,  were  sent  out  as  itinerant  missionaries, 
on  the  same  ship  with  Dudley  and  Morris.'"  Morris  wrote 
aliout  this  time,  ^'If  the  Church  t^an  lie  Ftettled  in  New 
Kiigland  it  pulls  up  schisme  in  America  by  the  roots,  that 
l>eing  the  fountain  tliat  supplies  with  infectious  streame  nil 
the  rest  of  Americn."'' 

Ill  Boston,  Dudley  xeems  to  have  played  a  double  part,  i 
often  attending  Kiiig's  Chapel  and  taking  paiiiH  to  let  the 
authorities  in  England  know  of  his  zeal  for  the  Established  i 
Church,  while  on  the  other  hand  he  curried  favor  with  the 
Congregational  party  by  w^uring  them  that  at  heai't  he  was 
still  an  Independent,  and  by  continuing  his  membership  in 
the  church  of  his  fathers/  In  New  York,  Lord  Cornbury 
attempted  to  prove  bis  zeal  for  the  Queen's  service  by 
nupportiiig  the  Establishment,  and  forcing  laws  upon  the 
as-sertibly  for  the  jmyment  of  Church  of  England  clergymen, 
combined  with  a  \>etty  persecution  of  the  dissenting  secfc», 
especially  the  Puritans  upon  Long  Island. i'  In  Pennsylvania, 
Qiiary  was  the  leader  of  the  Church  party,  and  was  using  its 

_influeiiee  to  overthrow  the  pi-oprietary  government.*  It  was 
tthis  time,  also,  that  the  High  Church  party  in  South  Caro- 
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lina,  relying  upon  the  support  of  the  palatine,  endeavored  to 
drive  the  Dissenters  from  the  assembly.  The  inhabitants  of 
this  colony  were  vigorously  protesting  against  this  policy, 
and  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  appointed 
a  comniitt(»e  to  act  with  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and 
the  Bishop  of  London  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Not  until  after- 
wards did  the  members  learn  that  they  had  thus  unwittingly 
played  into  the  hands  of  the  Dissenting  party.*  All  this  indi- 
cates that  the  new  society  was  mixing  in  politics,  and  that  its 
influence  would  be  exerted  in  favor  of  the  revocation  of 
charter  rights  and  the  appointment  of  royal  governors  who 
would  be  zealous  for  the  Church  Rstablishment. 

Events  in  Connecticut  were  typical.  In  1703  the  society 
reported  that  **  In  all  the  Provinces  east  of  New  York  there 
are  no  Church  of  England  congregations,  neither  in  Connecti- 
cut, Narragansett,  Plimouth,  New  Hampshire  or  Mayne, 
except  at  Hoston.'"  In  1704  Colonel  Heathcote,  of  New 
York,  who  had  a  manor  house  on  the  borders  of  Connecticut, 
was  elected  a  meml)er  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of 
the  Gospel,  and,  !>eing  a  zealous  churchman,  looked  about  to 
see  what  could  be  done  to  further  its  interests  in  his  neigh- 
borhood. November  9,  1705,  he  wrote  a  long  letter  to  the 
society  descril)ing  the  colony  of  Connecticut  and  the  oppor- 
tunitv  it  afforded  for  missionarv  labors. 

There  is  no  place  on  tlie  (continent  from  whence  ye  church  can  have  80 
fair  an  Opportunity  to  make  Impressions  upon  ye  Dissenters  as  in  that 
Government.  *  *  *  It  contains  in  length  about  140  miles  and  has  in 
it  about  40  towns  in  each  of  which  there  is  a  Presbyterian  or  Independent 
Minister  settled  by  their  Law.  *  *  *  They  have  an  abundance  of  odd 
kind  of  Laws  to  prevent  any  Disenting  from  their  Church  and  they  look 
uixjn  the  Church  as  their  most  dangerous  enemy.  More  than  half  the 
people  think  (uir  C-hurch  to  be  little  better  than  the  Papist. 

He  admits  that  the  work  will  be  difficult  and  will  meet  with 
bitter  opposition,  but  thinks  the  people  should  be  undeceived 
in  regard  to  the  church  and  have  an  opportunity  to  have  their 
children  baptized.''  In  accordance  with  his  suggestion,  he  and 
a  Mr.  Muirson,  a  missionary  of  the  society  settled  at  Rye, 
N.  Y.,  went  on  an  itinerary  into  Connecticut,  both  of  them 


tiS.  p.  G.— A.  MSS..  II,  G8,  1-19;  III,  152.    See  Chap.  II,  ante,  the  Carolinas. 
68.  P.  G.,  A.  MSS.,  II,  117. 
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being  fully  armed.  Colonel  Heatlicote  wi-ot*  to  the  society 
that  '"their  mini.ttorei  wtire  vory  uneasy  at  our  coming  imd 
abundance  of  pains  were  Uiken  to  periiuade  &  terrify  the 
people  from  healing  Mr.  Muirson  hut  it  availed  nothing."" 
It  iw  probable  that  but  for  the  support  and  presence  of  at) 
(.■onsiderablc  a  gentleman  as  Colonel  Heathoote  the  Chun'h 
of  Kngland  missionary  might  have  been  imprisoned,*  On  his 
second  coming  into  the  colony  there  was  a  still  greater  com- 
motion. "One  of  the  Magistrates  with  some  other  Officers 
came  to  my  Lodgings  on  Saturday  and  in  the  hearing  of 
Colonel  Heatheote  and  a  great  many  people  ivad  a  long 
pajK-r.  The  meaning  of  it  was  to  let  me  know  that  theirs 
was  a  Charter  Government  that  1  had  done  an  ilUyitl  thing 
in  eomiiig  auiong  them  to  establish  new  ways  of  worship," 
wrote  Mr.  Muirson  to  the  secretary. *■  complaining  in  detail 
of  these  laws,  "  which  being  repugnant  to  the  Laws  "f  Eng- 
land is  contrary  to  the  grant  of  their  Charter,  And  which  I 
humbly  presume  if  our  Gracious  Queen  was  acquainted  with 
Her  Maj'ty  won'd  be  plea.sed  to  disannnll  the  same,  or  at  least 
make  it  ineffectual  against  the  settling  the  Nationall  Church." 
The  society  took  immediate  steps  to  secure  the  lupeal  of  this 
law,''    entitled    "  Ecclesiastical,"    but    recommended    gentle 

leans  to  their  missionary.'    Thereupnn  Colonel  Heatheote 

iplied: 

DiiUI  l)e  a.  gruat  lireaoh  of  prudenie  and  iHtKrction  to  act  otlierwise 
for  we  are  here  in  an  eneinieH  t-oiintry  and  by  the  l^ws  Ihey  pretend  to 
Koveni  (heiiieelv^:  ln<1ependenry  &  Presbytery  are  the  established 
Chnrcbee  and  the  Church  oF  Rngland  the  only  Dieaenlers  anil  iudevil  the 
(•Illy  people  they  unwillingliest  woii'd  admit  to  liave  Liberty  of  CotiBcience 
amongst  them./  I  am  sorry  any  Ijody  shou'ii  lie  en  unjiiwt  in  pving  the 
Society  an  Acct  of  ye  people  of  this  Colony  as  that  they  are  a  well  niean- 
ing  A  n(it  a  heady  people,  nothing  being  more  true  than  the  i.'untrary, 

,t  the  opposition  of  the  Connecticut  people  to  the  Church 
f  Elngland  missionary  was  due  in  part  to  their  fear  that  it 
luld  militate  against  the  continuance  of  their  charter  seems 


lid..  III.  IM.  173.    Colonel  Rem 
le  Society  fcirtlie  PropagaLion 
B.I>.O^A.  MSS.,  Ill,  T«:  ApriJ  H 
S.  p.  Q;  JonniBl.  t,  177. 
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evident  from  a  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  society,  somewhat 
later  (July  25,  1710): 

By  this  conveyance  come  8ome  papern  from  Connecticut  *  *  *  there 
want  not  those  who  say  there  are  some^entertain  hopes  of  overtaming  the 
(government,  and  ironed  nsf  the  C/mrrh  ax  an  engine  to  do  it,  how  true  that 
is  I  ilare  not  sav. '' 

BILL   OF    17(M>. 

The  active  opposition  of  the  ecclesitistical  authorities,  added 
to  the  private*  schemes  of  the  governors  of  Massachusetts  and 
New  York,  the  public  accusations  of  the  customs  officials,* 
and  the  strong  desire*  of  the  hoard  of  trade  to  produce  uni- 
formity in  colonial  administration,  led  to  new  attempts  to 
introduce  into  Parliament  a  hill  to  destrov  all  colonial 
charters. 

Dudlev  had  brought  over  with  him  a  commission  similar  to 
Lord  Bcllomont's  to  command  the  Connecticut  militia ''and 
also  that  of  Hhode  Island.  As  soon  as  he  had  arranged  affairs 
in  Boston  he  went  on  to  Rhode  Island  to  publish  this  commis- 
sion.'' Thereupon  ^'the  Quakers  raged  indecently,  sajMng 
they  were  eiLsnared  and  injured,"  and  refused  his  right  to  re- 
view the  militia,  signifying  ''they  would  rather  lose  all  at 
once  than  by  pieces/'  and  insistmg  that,  by  their  charter, 
power  of  the  militia  was  granted  them.  Dudley  intimated 
that  the  majority  of  the  people  would  pray  to  be  taken  under 
the  Queen's  government,  but  dared  not.  The  board  in  conse- 
quence helped  on  his  scheme  by  representing  that,  this  being 
an  ''extraordinary  exigency,''  Dudlev  should  be  appointed 
governor. ''  The  petition  of  the  colony  in  justification  of  their 
action  was  presented  l)y  William  Penn,  who  served  them  as 
agent  in  this  emergency,  and  by  whose  influence  the  danger 
of  a  royal  governor  was  averted. 

Dudley  then  accus(id  Rhode  Island  of  opposition  to  the 
Admiralty  court,  and  secured  the  repeal  of  an  act  of  the  Rhode 
Island  assembly,  whereby  they  claimed  Admiralty  jurisdic- 

«S.  p.  G.,  A.  MSS.,  V.  143.  A  church  was  founde<i  al  Stratford,  with  Muirson  as  pastor, 
but  after  his  death,  in  1709,  no  missionary  was  api>ointed  for  Connecticut  udUI  1722. 

'»  Representation  of  a  (rustom-houso  ofticial  in  New  York.  June  26, 1703:  "All  the  labor 
and  industry  in  tlie  proprietary  governments  is  of  no  advantage  to  the  Crown."  Harleian 
MSS.  (British  Museum),  0273,  No.  1. 

'•Ashurst  secured  a  restriction  in  that  of  Connecticut,  that  the  militia  was  only  to  be 
called  out  for  Connecticut's  defense.    Ma<.s.  Hist.  Colls.,  Gth  series,  III,  119. 

rf  B.  of  T.  Papers.  New  England.  Entry  l>,  '285. 

•'Ibid..  Props.,  Entry  D,  241. 
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^Rfion. "  His  cliiim  that  they  had  refused  to  iillow  the  loiidciu- 
nntioii  of  u  valuahle  prize  ship  that  had  been  captui-ed  liy  a 
piivateer*  and  brought  into  Nt;w]X)rt  awoke  a  thorns  of  indig- 
nation against  Dudley,  who  had  declined  to  condemn  the  prize 
without  a  bribe  of  X'5i)  from  the  owners  of  the  privateer.' 
Tlie  tejitiniony  of  the  Admiralty  officers  in  fiivorof  the  colony 
made  him  drop  this  charge  in  regiird  to  the  Admiralty  for 
others  that  could  be  l)etter  Hubstjintiat^d.  The  irregularity 
most  likely  to  he  condemnatory  whs  that  concerning  war  and 
defense.      Dudley   complained    that  seamen   and    impressed 

tfloidiers  eaeaped  by  scores  to  the  charter  governments,  which 
litfiised  all  itssistanccin  times  of  extreme  danger. ''  Cornburj' 
put  in  the  same  charges  against  Connecticut,  "  who  will  not 
raise  a  Quota  until  they  iiave  applied  to  the  Queen  &  received 
her  answer."'  He  urged  the  cnnliscation  of  their  charter  on 
this  ground,  and  lieians"  they  lillcd  Long  Island  with  contra- 
liand  goods,  and  the  pt^Jple  of  the  east  end  of  that  island  chafed 
at  I>eionging  to  New  York  arid  were  "  full  of  New  England 
principles."  He  wrote,  Sept<imbcr,  17<i3,  that  Rhode  Island 
and  Connecticut  would  not  furnish  their  quota  until  compelled 
to.  either  by  some  act  of  Parliament  or  f^uch  other  method  as 
the  Queen  shall  use,  "Tiiey  hate  anybody  that  owns  sub- 
jection to  the  Queen.  That  our  jjeoplo  find  every  day;  for  if 
any  of  our  merchants  'if  this  place  goes  to  sue  for  a  just  deVtt 
in  the  court  of  Connecticut,  Ut  he  sure  he  shall  have  no  right 
if  hifi  suite  isngairistoneof  thattwlony."-''  Dudley  represented 
that,  taxes  being  much  lower  in  these  colonies,  many  inhabit- 
ants of  Massachusetts  wero  enticed  away  and  the  prosecution 
of  the  war  suffered.*  All  these  charges  were  successively 
repre-sented  U>  the  Quoen  by  the  ixmi-d*  and  led  to  the  attempt 
to  appoint  royal  governors  for  the.se  colonies  in  1704.'  Sir 
||     Henry  Ashurst  wrote  concerning  these  charges:  "  I  am  sence- 

[  Trade  euggtsli'i]  Ihiil  the  pusaiie  uf  biivIi 
;Lr  I'bDrter.  but  Ibe  alturnfy-geaersl  deoldi>d 

:.,  New  Eneland.  U.  37;  EMt>  E.  92. 
i,  n(  T.  HBp«n,  New  Kn^lind,  V,  SH,  87. 
'  la.,  New  KiieHnd.  N.  n.  SS:  entry  E.  StU. 
td.,  New  Voik,  W,  37,  Z8.  sn. 

Id.,  New  York.  W. »,  Primed  N.  V.  Col.  I>«ift„  IV..  1070. 
td.,  NcwSnglaTid,  N.  an. 
kRcpruenUlioniol  Board  ul  Tradv,  Julyl«.  ITIS.B.  ot  T.  Ptpvn-.  New  Ensland.  Entr; 
■  H.  Jwi.  IS,  IJW,  B,  ul  T.  PHiwnt,  Pmpa..  Entry  D,  ¥a:  Ftb.  16,  17IM,  B.  or  T.  Papers. 
w  Sngluiil.  Entry  E.  305:  July  JU.  17M,  Ibid.,  New  England,  Entry  E,  MS. 
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able  Dud:  <&  Co.  doo  (*omplain  of  yo*"  not  sending  yo""  quota 
that  they  may  put  the  money  in  their  pocketts. "  ♦  ♦  ♦ 
There  is  nothing  of  his  complaints  but  strickes  at  the  Gouver- 
ment,  and  therefore  the  Gcnerall  Assembly  ought  so  to  take 
it;  and  if  once  you  are  hectored  or  worried  out  of  yo'  gouvern- 
ment,  then  fairwel  to  yo*"  lil>ertyes."* 

Failing  in  the  attempt  to  secure  the  governorship  of  these 
colonies  by  executive  action,  the  board  revived  the  old 
project  of  a  bill  against  all  the  charters,  and  sent  to  thB  gov- 
ernoi-s  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts  to  serve  notice  on  the 
governors  of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  and  to  produce 
evidence  and  dei)ositions  of  witnesses  to  prove  their  charges/ 
The  charges  w(>re  a  repetition  of  the  previous  ones,  that 
these  colonies  broke  the  acts  of  tmde,  harl)ored  pirates,  con- 
(•ealecl  d(»serters,  refused  (j nobis  for  the  war,  protected 
debtors,  forbade  the  laws  of  England  to  be  pleaded  in  their 
couits,  denied  appeals,  r(»j(»cted  the  vice-admiralty  commis- 
sions and  connnissions  to  connnand  their  militia.  '^  In  addi- 
tion, Rho(h»  Island  was  charged  with  disrespect  and  contumely 
toward  (fovernor  Dudley,  and  Connecticut  with  having  an 
ecclesiastical  law  ''which  extends  even  to  the  Church  of 
England/''  The  charges  against  the  two  small  corporation 
colonies  were  received  by  Dudley  and  Cornbury  in  July, 
1705,  and  they  at  once  took  every  means  at  hand  to  procure 
proof  of  all  past  misdemeanors  of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecti- 
cut. Both  complain  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring  evidence, 
'Messer  persons  being  afmid  to  be  known  to  attend  me, 
alledging  they  cannot  live  in  their  province  in  peace,  if  it 
once  ))e  known  they  have  given  evidence  against/'-^  After 
three  months'  persistency  Dudley  sent  over  his  affidavits  in 
proof  of  his  charges,  saying  that  he  hopes  they  are  very 
plain,  that  he  has  taken  all  manner  of  pains  with  them,  s'  An 
examination  of  the  proofs  shows  the   slight  foundation   on 

<«  The  <'harKc's  against  Dudloy  for  taking  bribe**  were  not  confined  to  this  occasion. 
See  Mass  Hist.  Colls.,  Gth  series.  Ill,  384. 

tMa«4s.  Hist.  Colls.,  0th  series,  III.  298. 

cB.  of  T.  Tapers,  Props..  N,  4'2,  April  18.  1705:  Journal.  I,  361 

'/B.  of  T.  I'uiKrs,  Props..  Entry  D,  134:  Entry  E.  140.    Printed  in  R.  I.  Col.  Recs.,  IV,  14. 

oThis  was  ]mrt  of  theSoeiety  for  the  Propagation  of  the  (iospel's  activity. 

/B.  of  T.  PaiK'r**,  New  England,  P,  (iS:  Dudley  to  the  Boarti,  November  1,  1705. 
Conibury  wrote  that  the  magistnites  frightened  the  people  from  coming  to  him.  Ibid., 
New  York,  V.  '22. 

y  Ibid.,  New  Englan<i.  P,  68,  77. 
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hich  MUfli  H  suijerstriK.ture  of  rhargt's  wa.s  built.     Iii  reply 
the  thirteen  specific  charges,  Dudley  secured  thi'  testimony 
but  two  men,  Jame.s  Meiizies,  "'a  practioner  in  the  Rhode 
land"  courts,  evidently  one  of  his  tools,  and  Niithauiel  Cod- 
ington, who  had  a  personal  grievance   against  the  Rhode 
id   government."     In   rebuttal   of    the    serious   charges 
y  against  them,  the  Rhode  Island  government  tocik  inime- 
diatt!  steps  fortheirown  defense.     They  appointed  an  English 
Quaker.  Wharton,  as  their  agent,  and  .sent  him  an  answer  in 
letail,  which  was  duly  presented  to  the  board. ''     Most  of  the 
•rgea  they  stoutly  denied.     In  regard  to  the  quota,  they 
t>een  informed  by  counsel  learned  in  law  that  they  were  not 
►bliged  to  furnish  a  quota  to  other  provinces;  nevertheless 
they   Iwive  done   so   and   their   militia   did  good  service  in 
defending  the  fmotier.     They  wens  also  a  "fi-ontier  by  sea." 
and  had  raised  largo  tuxes  for  forti  tications. 

Combury  and  Dudley  furnished  the  Connecticut  govern- 
t,  at  its  request,  with  a  list  of  the  charges  against  them, 
inthrop  courteously  replied  to  Dudley  that  "it  happens 
well  they  are  fallen  in  your  hands,  who  as  I  know  you  can,  soc 
I  hope  you  will  certify  to  their  Lordships  they  are  wholly 
groundless."''  But  Dudley  sent  over  a  list  of  proofs,  ■'includ- 
ing Hallam  and  Palmes^s  appeal  case,  and  charges  that  Con- 
necticut had  refused  a  quota  for  the  war,  Combury 's  afiidavit« 
in  regard  to  Conuecticut  are  interesting.  He  inclosed  a  book 
of  their  laws,  marking  several  as  being  repugnant  to  the  law.s 
of  Englaud,and  saying  that  the  first  law  abrogates  all  the  luwij 
of  England  at  once. '  He  inclosed  a  long  list  of  depositions-' 
proving  the  ecclesiastical  arrangements  for  town  rates  for  the 
minister's  salarj',  and  that  no  other  service  except  thatauthor- 
ized  was  permitted.  For  the  breach  of  this  rule  two  men 
were  then  in  gaol.  He  inclosed  many  papers  that  had  been 
used  in  the  Hallam  appeal  case,  and  even  brought  up  the  har- 
tumngof  the  regicides,  Wballoyand  Gotfe,  after  the  Kestom- 
ation  of  lt»60.  A  certain  Sackett  testified  that  he  was  talking 
with  the  high  sheriff  of  New  London,  who  said  "that  they 
liad  nothing  to  doe  with  the  Queen  nor  ye  Queen  hath  nothing 

aDudley'aaffld&vlliiiireli)  B.  oF  T.  Fnpttta.  Flnpti..  O,  U.  U,  U. 

ftlWa..  Ptom,  O,  27. 

COM..  19. 

•f  lUd..  W. 

■B.  of  T.  PapttB.  Sew  York,  V,  a. 

/B.  ot  T.  Papera,  Propn.,  O,  SIMT. 
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to  doe  with  them  for  they  would  Loose  their  Lives  before 
they  would  loose  their  privileges  except  the  Queen  herself e 
came  to  Demand  it."''  And  at  New  Haven  he  had  heard  one 
say  that  '  ^  they  would  never  loose  their  Charter  and  their  privi- 
led^cs,  they  would  tirst  Ijoosc  their  Lives  or  words  to  that 
effect."''  The  captain  of  the  fort  at  Say  brook  said  that  "'if 
ye  Queen  sent  any  of  hov  officers  to  take  away  any  of  their 
privileges  that  they  had  (fOod  arms  and  men  to  Defend  them- 
selves and  would  doe  it,  and  would  serve  them  worse  than  ever 
S""  Ednumd  Andros  ve  late  Gov**  of  New  York  was  served."* 
Meanwhile  the  difficulty  with  the  Mohegan  Indians  arose, 
which  was  to  drag  on  so  many  weary  years,  and  this  increa.sed 
the  colony's  jeopardy.'  It  was  a  land-grabbing  scheme  con- 
cocted by  Dudley  and  his  associates,  and  entered  into  by  the 
disappointed  Palmes  and  Hallam,  of  the  appeal  case.  The 
Indian  sachem,  Owaneco,  son  and  heir  of  Unca,  who  stood  by 
the  colony  in  the  Pequot  war,  was  prevailed  upon  to  consider 
himself  and  his  tribe  as  wronged  by  the  appropriation  of  their 
lands  by  the  C-onnecticut  government  and  to  deed  his  title  in 
these  lands  to  the  aforementioned  gentlemen.  They  there- 
upon conveyed  Owaneco  to  Ijondon,  where  he  posed  as  an 
Indian  prince,  and  his  wrongs  were  commented  upon  and 
enlarged.  Blathwayt,  one  of  the  board  of  trade,  became 
Owaneco's  patron, '^  and  succeeded  in  getting  a  commission 
appointed  to  investigate  the  Indians'  claims  on  the  ground. 
It  was  to  be  composed  of  the  chief  enemies  of  the  colony'  and 
presided  over  b}'  Dudley.^  In  August,  1705,  he  came  down  to 
Stonington  in  great  state,  and,  arrogantly  refusing  to  notify 
the  colonial  government,  held  the  court  of  commission  against 
the  protest  of  the  Connecticut  authorities.-^  After  a  pretended 
inquiry,  which  examined  the  evidence  for  one  side  only  (the 
Connecticut  authorities  forbade  the  recognition  of  the  juris- 
diction of  the  eonunission),  a  verdict  was  given  in  the 
Indians'  favor,  and  judgment  was  pronounced  that  the  colony 
should  immediately  vacate  their  lands  and  pay  the  costs  of  the 

•iB.  of  T.  Papers,  Pnipn..  O.  47. 

^Ibid. 

'•See  "Mohegan  iMud  ('ontroversy,"  New  Haven  HiBtorical  Society  Papers,  III«  205: 
al8o  "  Talcott  l*ai»er>5."  (^)nne<'ticut  Historical  Society  Collections,  IV.  The  case  w««  not 
settled  until  1771. 

rfMa.s.s.  Hist.  Colls.,  6th  series,  III,  378. 

*•  Commi.«wion  emiKiweriMl  Mareh  ;i,  1704. 

/B.  of  T.  Papers,  Props.,  O,  8;  S.,  67.  give  a  full  reheamal  of  the  case. 
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ej^tigatiou.  These  were  placed  at  the  enurmous  ^iim  of 
!5T3  12s.  fid,"  Dudley  also  complained  of  insolent  treatment 
ty  the  colonial  authorities,  and  his  letters,  reaching  England 
it  this  same  time,  insinuated  that  the  orders  of  the  royal  coni- 
Diisuiun  would  not  be  obeyed,  and  thus  made  the  case  against 
the  colony  all  the  darker. 

The  aninuis  of  the  board  of  trade  is  showu  by  the  fact  that 
they  waited  neither  fnr  the  proofs  and  affidavits  of  the  charges 
ley  had  sent  over  nor  for  the  colonieV  replies,  but  on  the 
ipt  of  a  letter  from  Dudley,  dated  July  aS,  1705,  com- 
plaining of  the  slothfulner^s  of  the  two  small  colonies  in  send- 
ing men  and  money  for  the  war,*thov  sent  in  a  representation 
to  the  priv3'  council  that  both  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island 
continued  disoliedieut.''  This  proviiked  an  order  in  council 
of  the  same  date  (December  '20,  I'do).  directing  them  to  enu- 
merate the  several  misfeasances  and  illegal  proceedings  of 
the  said  charter  governments  and  proprieties  in  America  and 
the  advantages  that  would  arise  from  reducing  them.''  The 
board  took  up  the  matter  with  alacrity.  By  January  lU,  1706, 
it  had  drawn  up  an  elaborate  accusation  of  the  charter  gov- 
ernments, repeating,  on  the  authority  of  Dudley  and  CornbuiT. 
the  charges  already  cited,  and  adding  to  them  the  general 
accusations  that  the  colonies  broke  the  acts  of  trade,  did  not 
present  their  governors  for  Her  Majesty's  allowance,, denied 
appeals,  made  laws  contrary  to  those  of  England,  harliored 
pirates  and  deserting  .-ioIdierM,  and  the  more  specific  charges 
that  they  encouraged  woolen  manufactures.  rcfu.«ed  obedience 
to  the  royal  commissions  and  proclamations  (especially  to  that 
in  regaled  to  coin'),  and  in  general  misused  the  powers  intrusted 
them  by  their  charters  and  assumed  an  independency  detri- 
mental to  tie  good  of  the  colonies  and  the  Kingdom/  Fol 
lowing  this  gimeml  representation,  the  irregularities  of 
MassachuMettf*,  Rhode  Island,  and  Comiecticut  were  cited  in 
detail,  including  the  report  of  the  Mohegan  commission,  just 
received.     No  mention  was  made  of  the  Oarolinas  or  Pennsyl- 

l  •B.  «[  T.  Pnpera.  Pfiips.,  O,  8. 

E  klbtCL.  New  EnKlfliiil.  1'.  68.    DuiUty  dtui»nd«l  Ihat Ihcquota  o(  Connect! .'ll I >Jiouli1  bi> 

le  proponion  lui  In  Iho  tanner  Npw  EiigJmiil  ConledenUun.  tio  1<i  100  for  Moem- 

•bl«b  MSB  11  di-iptopOTlionato  uniouiii  ni  this  lime, 
>Ibld..  N*w  Buglaud.  Enlry  7,  65. 
I  'Ibid.,  New  Eogluid.  V.  67. 

/B.  of  T.  Pspen,  Pr<)t>".,  Entry  E,  am.     Priut.'rt  In  pan  in  S.  i*.  k™-.,  I,  6;t"-633, 
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yaniu,  hut  u  i)<)stsciipt  (lescril)ed  the  los«  of  the  Bahamatj, 
through  the  faihue  of  the  proprietors  to  protect  them.  The 
result  was  what  the  enemies  of  the  charters  had  hoped — an 
order  in  council  was  speedily  drawn'*  to  bring  in  a  second  bill 
against  the  charters,  this  time  in  the  House  of  Commons.  It 
was  entitled  ''A  Bill  for  the  better  Regulation  of  Charter 
and  Proprietary'  (irovernments  in  America  and  for  the  Encour- 
agement of  the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom  and  of  Her  Majesties 
Plantations,"  and  was  a  modification  of  the  bill  of  1701,* 
omitting  New  Hampshire  and  the  Jerseys,  and  making  no 
mention  of  the  '"adjacent  territories"  of  Pennsylvania.  In- 
stead of  r(»pealing  ccutiiin  clauses  in  the  charters,  it  vested  in 
the  Queen  th(»  sole  power  of  governing  and  of  appointing 
magisti'at(»s,  with  a  reservation  that  the  laws  jwissed  previously 
by  the  assemblies  and  approved  by  the  Crown  were  to  be  in 
force,  but  hereafter  all  laws  nnist  r(H*eive  the  governor's  assent 
and  app(nils  nuist  be  allowed  as  in  her  Majesty's  other  plan- 
tations. The  bill  was  submitted  for  the  board's  approval/ 
and  was  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  bj  Mr.  Blath- 
wavf'  Februarv  23,  1700. 

But  the  Torv  maioritv  was  already  weakening:  and  Sir 
Henry  Ashiirst'  was  able  to  use  his  Whig  influence  to  such 
advantage  that  the  bill  never  reached  a  second  reading/  In 
fact,  the  influence  of  the  arch  conspirators  against  the  char- 
tered privileges  of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  had  begun 
to  wane.  Corn  bury  had  made  himself  so  unpopular  and  had 
amassed  such  an  array  of  debts  that  protests  against  continu- 
ing him  in  oliice  were  already  being  heard  in  high  places; 
and  spite  of  his  great  connections,  the  Queen  was  obliged  to 
supersede  him  in  1708.'''     Dudley,  too,  found  himself  in  much 

»  B.  of  T.  Piip'*rs,  Prop!*.,  O,  28,  February  7.  1706. 

Mbid..  Prop?*.,  Entry  E,  321. 

'•Ibid. 

<' House  of  <!omiuon.s  Journals,  xv.  ir)l. 

♦'  HiH  cousin,  Ix)rtl  Cowper,  had  superseded  a  Tory  a«  Chancellor  in  1705. 

/Palfrey,  History  of  New  England,  iv,  369,  say.s  that  the  bill  passed  the  Commons,  but 
ua.s  thrown  out  in  tbc;  House  of  Lon.ls.  The  House  of  Commons  Journal  proves  other- 
wise. Ashursi  wrote  May  4,  1706:  "They  bmuglit  in  a  bill  la.«t  sessions  of  Parliament  to 
take  away  your  charter,  but  I  made  such  interest  against  it  with  HOme  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  House  so  that  it  was  thrown  out  at  the  first  reading.  I  have  the  vanity  to 
say  that  if  y(»u  had  not  employed  me  you  would  have  been  in  a  sad  condition  this  day." 
To  the  governor  and  council  of  Connecticut.    Ma.ss.  Hist.  ColK,  6th  scries,  iii,  384. 

f/S.  P.  (».— A.  Mss.  "I  hear  there  is  another  gov  coming  for  these  provinces  [Sew  York 
and  .Tersey.s]  people  are  .sorry  'tis  another  Lord,  for  they  say  there  never  came  a  good 
one  to  these  ])arts." 
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tioiiblc.  He  wa^  ai-cused  of  treacherous  ciirrespoDiienre  with 
the  French."  His  friend  and  patron,  William  lilathwayt, 
was  removed  from  the  boaitl  of  trade  early  in  1707,  and,  in 
fact,  the  entire  boaixi  waf>  changed  and  put  into  Whig  hands. 
Dudley  maintained  him.self  liy  truckling  and  backing  down 
from  all  the  positions  he  had  taken.  In  October,  1706,  he 
asked  pardon  for  his  zea!  and  defended  himself  against  the 
charges  of  personal  interest  in  thR  Mohegan  matter,  protest- 
ing against  the  enmity  of  Sir  Henry  Ashurst.  and  hoping  he 
would  not  be  made  a  sacrifice  to  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Uland  and  their  agent,  who  were  angry  at  his  obedience  to 
the  Queen's  commands.''  In  May  of  this  same  year  Sir 
Henry  Ashurst  wrote  to  Winthrop:  "I  hope  Mr.  Dudley  for 
Ills  great  guilt  wilt  lie  turned  out  of  bis  government.  •  •  • 
I  told  the  Lords  that  if  the  Queen  would  give  me  £1,00()  per 
unnuui  for  me  and  uiy  heirs  to  undergoe  the  trouble  and 
expenee  I  have  h^d  (for  sixteen  years  last  jiast)  to  obstruct 
the  desigues  and  malicious  contrivances  of  one  man  to  oppress 
and  enslave  N:  England,  I  would  not  accept  it."*^  But 
Dudley's  power  for  harming  them  was  nearly  at  an  end.  He 
wrote  the  new  board  in  most  olwequioiis  terms  and  with  great 
laudations  of  the  Khode  Island  authorities;''  and  Ashurst 
informed  the  Connecticut  authorities  that  they  no  longer 
need  fear  if  they  kept  within  the  bounds  of  their  charter 
privileges  and  passed  no  laws  repugnant  to  those  of  England.' 
Thus  the  second  attempt  to  annul  the  charters  of  the 
.American  colonies  by  Parliamentary  action  came  to  nought. 
The  Whig  and  dissenting  interests  in  Kngland  regained  power 

Sin  time  to  serve  their  brethren  on  the  farther  side  of  the 
jLttantic. 


The  new  board  of  trade,  appointed  in  1707.  adopted  a  some- 
what different  method  of  obtaining  information  iti  regard  to 
the  proprietary  and  corporation  colonies.    Instead  of  depend- 
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inj(  ui)on  the  chance  information  of  neighboring  royal  gov- 
ernors, they  sent  out  a  circular  letter  to  all  the  proprietary 
colonies  requiring  their  own  governors  to  give  information  of 
the  colonies*  condition  fn>n)  time  to  time,  and  proponndinga 
series  of  questions  to  Ik*  answered  as  to  the  number  and  occu- 
pations of  the  inhabitants,  the  militia  arrangenients,  the  state 
of  trade  and  manufactures,  and  the  form  of  the  government' 
The  answers  to  these  queries  form  a  valuable  source  of  infor- 
mation for  the  conditions  of  the  colonies  in  the  early  eight- 
eenth century. 

The  polic}'  of  the  reorganized  board  in  opposition  to  the 
charter  privileges  does  not  appear  to  have  taken  immediate 
shape.  But  complaints  still  came  to  them  of  illegal  tradinfif, 
and  that  the  principles  propagated  in  the  chartered  colonies 
infected  those  under  direct  royal  control  and  stimulated  them 
in  opposition  to  the  English  policy.  The  specific  complaint 
that  led  the  board  to  take  action  was  of  their  disobedience  to 
a  royal  proclamation  fixing  the  values  of  the  foreign  coins 
that  passed  current  in  the  colonies.  It  arose  from  a  report  of 
the  governor  of  Barbados  that  the  island  colonies  were  being 
drained  of  their  coin  by  those  of  the  mainland,  especially 
those  under  proprietors.  The  lack  of  a  mint  in  the  colonies^ 
and  the  constant  loss  of  specie  by  the  enforced  English  trade 
made  the  problem  of  currency  a  very  serious  one.  William 
Penn  wrote  in  1701:  ^'The  whole  continent  labours  under  the 
want  of  money  to  circulate  trade  in  the  respective  Govern- 
ments, which  has  put  Boston  herself  upon  thinking  of  Tickets 
to  supply  ye  want  of  coyn,  and  New  York  as  well  as  this 
Province  are  following."'^  Several  of  the  colonies  sought  to 
maintain  a  balance*  of  coin  in  their  favor  by  receiving  it  at 
higher  rates  than  it  passed  current  elsewhere,  and  a  bill  passed 
by  the  Massachusetts  assembly  to  that  eflFect  attracted  the 
notice  of  the  board  of  tnide  in  1703.  The  attorney-general 
was  consulted  to  know  whether  the  Queen  might  not  by  royal 
prerogative  fix  the  rates  of  foreign  coin  for  the  colonies, '^  and 
he  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  these  might  be  prescribed  in  the 

"  B.  of  T.  I'ajHTs,  Propw..  ?:!itry  K,  Ifri.  A  Klmilnr  form  for  New  York  in  printed  in  N.  V. 
Col.  l)o<'s.,  V.r>-7. 

'» A  pmposition  to  ustahliKh  n  mint  was  rcjwtcHl  by  the  board  of  trade  in  1700.  Loi*lce. 
however,  favored  tlie  i)lan.    B.  of  T.  Papers,  PI.  Genl.,  P,  43;  Journal,  E,  110. 

t'B.  of  T.  I'apers,  Props.,  <J,  12. 

rflbid..  PI.  Genl.,  Entiry  ('.  '24«. 
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proprieties  a.H  well  as  in  other  govermuents. "  Accordingly 
the  Queen,  after  consultntion  with  tho  lord  treasurer,  issued 
istich  u  proi'laniation  ffiiiie  IS,  17W,*  mid  went  it  to  the  pro- 
prietors with  an  estimate  made  by  the  muster  of  the  English 
miut. 

The  difficulty  of  enforcing  this  oi-dinance  was  very  groat, 
rovernor  Evan.s,  of  Pennaylvauia,  wrote  that  he  had  publifihed 
the  prix'laination,  hut  that  the  merchants  would  not  conform 
to  it.  This  was  due  to  '•  no  slack  in  the  governor,"  but  to 
"tliat  liberty  tEiit  Trading  men  will  always  take  in  their  own 
bargains."''  Cornbury  made  its  nonobservance  a  cause  of 
complaint  against  the  Connecticut  government.'*  In  1705  the 
l»oai"d  consulted  the  attorney -general,  saying  that,  being  daily 
pressed  by  complaints  from  the  plantations  of  the  unsettled 
state  of  coin,  they  wished  to  know  whether  the  proclamation 
should  be  revoked  or  reenfort-ed,*  to  which  he  replied  that  the 
rates  fixed  by  the  proclamation  were  legal  tender  throughout 
the  colonies,  but  it  could  not  bo  considered  an  offense  in  pri- 
vate persons  t<i  receive  coins  at  a  higher  rate,  and  that  the 
mischief  could  only  bo  remedie<l.  as  it  had  been  in  England, 
by  an  act  of  Parliament,  laying  a  penalty  on  all  persons  receiv- 
ing these  coins  at  higher  than  legal  rates.  If  the  governments 
of  the  proprieties  made  laws  to  give  the  coins  a  higher  nite 
than  that  fixed  by  the  proclamation  they  would  forfeit  their 
charters,  or  at  least  the  law  making  powers  emlMjdietl  in 
them,  but  they  could  not  lie  held  responsible  for  the  acts  of 
((articular  colonists/ 

The  matter  Ijeing  merged  in  the  bill  of  1706,  it  was  not 
considered  separately  until  after  the  failure  of  that  measure. 
In  17i)7  the  Ixiard  took  it  up  again,  and  on  June  10  made  a 
i-e presentation  to  the  Queen  in  council  on  the  complaint  of 
the  Barbadians,  citing  the  alwye  opinion  of  the  attorney- 
general,  and  requesting  a  bill  for  euf<trcing  the  proclamation 
and  also  one  that  pi-opriety  and  charter  goveniments  tw 
brought  under  Her  Majesty's  inmiediate  government."    Thi» 


t-ilB.  Ill  T.  Papeix,  n.  r.enl..  r.  18. 
E*1Ud..  Pl.<ienl..<i.  1.  Themtlnii 
i.lo£3Tli..iiu.-oiiIingUidj 
lllbtd..  pRipK.,  N.  3M. 
I  ilBecliM  oltntiipliilulii,  Juiimry  III 
L  «B.0(T.P«pei».PLOeiil..Kntryl) 
L /B.  »rT.  Pupti*.  I 
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tioii  of  Charter  and  Proprietary"  Governments/' **  The  follow- 
ing day  the  board  of  trade  discussed  the  bill  and  agreed  to 
the  dmft  as  sent  them.*  William  Popple,  their  secretary, 
was  emplo3'ed  in  prosecuting  it,  and  August  13  and  15 
it  passed  the  first  and  second  readings,  respectively.  ^  This 
sudden  and  unexpected  danger  to  the  proprietorships  and 
governments  under  charters  produced  a  storm  of  petitions  to 
save  the  interest  of  various  persons.  Lord  Guilford,  guardian 
of  the  minor  \joyA  Ikltiinore,  appealed  in  his  behalf.  The 
guardians  of  the  minor  proprietors  of  the  Carolinas,  as  well 
as  the  trustees  of  the  Penn  estate  and  the  agents  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut/'  and  Rhode  Island' put  in  their  pro- 
tests.-^ These  petitions  and  the  evident  injustice  that  would 
be  done  to  man}'  subjects  by  the  passing  of  this  bill,  as  well 
as  the  influence  of  Lord  Cartaret  (afterwards  the  famous  Lord 
Gi*anville,  who  was  already  becoming  prominent  and  had 
recently  l>ecomo  palatine  of  Carolina),  prevailed  with  the 
committee  of  the  House,  \vhich  smothered  the  bill  in  commit- 
tee. It  was  at  this  time  that  Jeremiah  Dummer  wrote  his 
famous  Defence  of  the  New  Kngland  Charters.  It  was  not 
published,  however,  until  1721,  when  it  was  dedicated  to  Lord 
Cartaret,  then  secretary  of  state.  ^ 

This  was  the  htst  attempt  of  th(»-  legislative  power  of  England 
to  vacate  all  the  colonial  charters  at  one  blow,  and  *'unsum- 
moned,  unheard,  deprived  them  in  one  day"  of  their  valuable 
privileges. 

DEKKNSK  OF  C1IARTEB8. 

The  bill  of  1715  had  been  warded  oflf,  but  alarm  continued 
to  be  felt  for  the  charters.  The  Connecticut  assembly  thought 
it  necessary  to  encourage  their  agent  with  sufficient  money 

uThe  text  of  this  bill  is  not  among  the  pui>on!t  of  the  board  of  trade,  nor  have  I  found 
,it  but  evidence  [joints  to  its  lH?inK  ii  repnxiuction  of  that  of  1706. 

Mbid.,  Journals,  R.,  '216,  217. 

oThe  desire  to  increase  the  (.'rown  revenueH  was  one  large  motive  in  introducing  this 
bill.  Blathwalt  was  now  collector  of  customs  revenues  for  America,  and  he  tiad  reported. 
April  14, 171-1,  that  the  charter  governm(>nts  did  not  hold  themselves  accountable  to  the 
Crown  for  any  rei)ort  of  their  revenues.    Cal.  Treas.  J'apers.  CLXXIV,  66. 

(1  Jeremiah  Dummer  Kucceede<l  Sir  Henry  Ashurst  as  agent  for  both  MaaMchusetts  and 
Connecticut  in  1710. 

«  Richard  Partridge  was  the  Rhode  Island  agent.  Palfrey  says,  appointed  for  thia  emer- 
gency.   There  would  scarcely  seem  to  have  been  time  to  so  commission  him. 

/House  of  Commons  Journal.  XVIII,  .\ugust  10-19, 1715. 

(/Tyler,  History  of  American  Literatun;  (New  York,  1«78),  says  this  was  not  published 
until  1728.  The  British  Museum  copy  is  dated  1?21,  and  it  wan  the  exigencies  of  that 
year  that  called  for  its  publication. 
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for  extraordinary  charges  in  the  future."  The  new  j;overnor 
of  MassHchusetts  sought  to  gain  favor  with  his  colony  by 
promising  t<i  defend  it''  charter  if  attacked.*  Such  preiwutions 
were  not  needless.  Complaints  continued  to  come  lo  from 
those  who  hdpcd  to  profit  by  charter  revocation/  Cummings, 
cu.^tom-house  officer  at  Boston,  wrote  in  1717:  "The  Charter 
(lovernnients  arc  all  enemies  of  the  prerogative,  and  it  would 
be  a  service  to  the  Crown  if  they  were  all  taken  away."''  The 
boai'd  of  trade  continued  to  make  to  the  King  representations 
to  that  effect,  which  might  have  been  more  effective  had  not 
that  bureau  become  by  this  time  something  of  a  sinecure  and 
of  slight  importance  in  dictating  policy.  July  9,  1719,  on 
presenting  some  Pennsylvania  lawa  that  had  lieen  examined, 
they  reported,  "We  are  of  opinion  that  the  plantations  will 
never  be  ujion  a  right  foot  until  the  dominion  of  all  the  pro- 
prietary colonies  be  resumed  to  the  Crown;"'  and  in  1731, 
encouraged  by  their  success  in  placing  Carolina  under  a  royal 
governor,  their  representation  was  sufficiently  strong  to  cause 
alarm  among  the  proprietors  and  the  colonial  agents.-'  It  was 
thought  wi.so  to  publish  Dummcr's  "Defence,"  and  in  the 
ilcdication  to  Lord  ('arteret  hi-  says:  "  Having  lately  had  the 
Honour  of  presenting  the  Humble  Address  of  the  Province  of 
the  Massachu.sotts  Bay  to  His  Majesty  for  the  continuance  of 
their  Charter  Privileges,  wliii-h  they  apprehend  in  some  Dan- 
ger; It  seem'd  agreeable  at  the  same  time  to  explain  the 
Right  which  the  Charter  Governmetits  have  to  those  Privi- 
leges."   Then  follow  his  four  famous  arguments: 

■■  1.  Charter  governments  have  agood  and  undoubted  light 
to  their  charters. 

"2.  Tliat  they  have  not  forfeited  them  by  misgovernment 
ur  maladministration. 

'•  3.  That  if  tliej  had,  it  is  not  to  the  interest  of  the  Crown 
lo  accept  these  forfeitures. 

<iCo)in.r'i1.Rcci„IV,.'i3'J.  IslblHBhIntnt  itif  melhwl  by  which  1  tie  bill  wudeTeatMK 
''  Mas.  Hist.  CoIIl.  &th  «erii»,  Vlt,  17.  Lctlvr  InidiUoVpruor  Burgm.  Kebrilary  13,  ITIB. 
<~B.  nf  T,  Pii|«n,  I^fii.,  Q,  Kl.  A  [aemoiinl  from  «  BriUsli  men-hunt  olTpting  thetUK- 
gi'iiwiu  thai,  by  tBilnj;  llie  produouor  Great  BHtjUD  Ibu  uolonleii  "liKO  taclo  lorlell  tb«lT 


.  Pnpcru,  Ptojoi.,  Entry  G.a«. 

u  ucculonccl  by  a  <|iiiirrcl  bL'tneen  Qovemor  Sbulo  a 
PailKy.  Hl>^lcjry  ol  New  RnRland.  IV.  41fi.  iiolr.    Th 
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''  4.  Observations  on  the  extraordinary  method  of  proceed- 
ing a^inst  charters  f)y  a  bill  in  Parliament." 

In  re^ird  to  the  second  point  at  issue,  he  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  it  was  imix)ssible  for  arbitrary  power  to  be  exer- 
cised in  the  charter  governments,  since  the  people  had  a 
remedy  in  their  own  hands  in  the  frequent  election  of  magis- 
trates. '*The  P^act  is  apparent  that  these  Governments,  far 
from  retrenching  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject,  have  improved 
it  in  some  important  Articlas."  He  instanced  the  enrollment 
of  lands,  the  choice  of  juries,  the  easy,  quick,  and  cheap 
redress  in  the  courts  of  law,  as  compared  with  the  delays  and 
expense  of  the  English  courts.  In  regard  to  the  third  point 
he  wrote: 

The  sum  of  my  arp^ument  is,  That  the  l)onefit  which  Great-Britain 
reivives  from  the  Plantationn,  arinos  from  their  Commerce:  That  Oppres- 
sion is  the  most  opj>osite  Thinjr  in  the  World  to  Commerce,  and  the  most 
destructive  Enemv  it  c^m  have:  That  (iovernours  have  in  all  Times,  and  in 
all  Countries,  bin  too  much  indin'd  to  oppress:  And  consequently,  it  cannot 
b<»  tlie  Interest  of  the  Nation  to  increase  their  Power  and  lessen  the 
Liberties  of  tlie  People.  I  am  so  sanguine  in  this  Opinion,  that  I  really 
think  it  would  be  for  the  Service  of  the  Oown  and  Nation  to  incorporate 
those  ( TO vernments  which  have  no  charters,  rather  than  Disfranchize  thoee 
that  have. 

And  finally,  on  the  method  employed  during  the  past  twenty 
years,  Dummer  concludes: 

It  seems  therefore  a  Severity  without  a  Prece<lent,  that  a  People  who 
have  the  Misfortune  of  bein^  a  Thousand  Leaj^ues  distant  from  their  Sov- 
ereign, a  Misfortune  great  enough  in  it  self,  should  i'Nsummon^d,  unheard, 
IN  ONE  Day  1k'  deprived  of  all  their  vahiable  Privileges,  which  they  and 
their  Fathers  have  enjoy'd  for  near  a  Hun(lre<l  Years.  It*s  true,  the  l-egis- 
lative  Power  is  absohite  and  unaccountable,  an<l  King,  LoHs  and  Com- 
mons may  do  what  they  i>lease;  but  the  Question  here  is  not  about  Pover^ 
but  Ritjitt:  A}i(l  slutll  tutt  the  Sapreani  Judlrature  (if  all  the  Nation  do  right f 
One  may  say,  that  what  the  Parliament  can't  do  justly,  they  can't  do  at 
all.  ///  inaj'iniis  tniu'un<t  tst  inrotin.  The  higher  the  Power  is,  the  greater 
Caution  is  to  be  us'<l  in  the  Execution  of  it,  because  the  Sufferer  is  help- 
less and  without  Resort. 

This  polemic  made  a  strong  impression  and  had  the  desired 
effect.  Legislative  action  against  the  charters  was  checked, 
and  the  board  of  trade  contented  them.selves  with  attempts  to 
secure  the  voluntary  surrender  of  the  charters,  either  by  pay- 
ment, as  in  the  case  of  the  Carolinas  and  Pennsylvania,  or  by 
making  the  advantages  of  surrender  apparent  to  the  corpora- 
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tion  colonies.  Tho  latter  plan  was  tried  with  Rhode  Itilaml 
and  Coonecticut  during  the  Iwundarv  disputes  between  those 
two  colonics  in  1723.  In  a  rep i-esenta tion  of  tho  tioard  of 
trade,  to  whom  the  matter  had  been  referred  from  the  privy 
comicil,  after  sijfnifying  their  opinion  in  regard  U)  the  bound- 
ary right,  they  concluded: 

Considering  tlierefore  tlie  iiialter  in  Dispnle  has  no  relation  to  private 
Property,  that  ihe  (unlast,  whith  is  purely  for  Government  aod  Jurisdic- 
tioQ  has  already  lagLt^i  H\ty  yt^re  «  *  *  it  were  to  be  wiebed  they 
wbuld  both  vohiutarily  eubniit  themselves  to  His  Majeaty'a  inimediate 
Gflvemment,  as  some  other  Colonies  have  ilone,  and  that  they  might  be 
annexetl  to  New  HHinpshire.*" 

An  order  in  council  was  accordingly  issued  to  that  effect 
id  aent  over  for  the  colonies  to  consider  and  reply.* 
Rhode  Island  was  at  this  very  time  petitioning  against  a 
bond  being  taken  of  hpr  governof  to  observe  the  Acts  of 
Trade  as  contrary  to  their  charter,''  and  this  appears  to  have 
aided  the  desire  for  surrender.  Tlie  replies  of  the  two  col- 
onies were  characteristic  and  interisting.  The  resiwnse  for 
Rhodt>  Island,  drawn  up  by  the  band  of  her  aged  governor, 
Samuel  Cmnston,  is  ranil»llng,  ennciliatory,  and  full  of  refer- 
ences to  her  past  history  and  pioneer  sufft'ring.s.  It  concludes: 
Upon  the  whole  wee  hninbly  pray  that  their  LunlehipB  will  believe 
have  a  Tinetmv  of  the  anirient  Brittbb  Bluud  in  our  veine«  and  that 
lar  libertya  anil  proiierly  granted  by  our  Boyatl  Charter 
equall  to  any  tlurpuratiun  in  great  Brillain,  Iho  not  of  like  value,  and  we 
bo|M>  our  loyalty  and  conduet  for  the  Ber\'ife  and  Interest  of  tbe  Crown  of 
great  Britiaine  hath  no  wayee  nierritted  the  forfeiture  of  so  valuable  a 
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The  answer  of  tbe  Connecticut  authorities  is  a  dignified, 
rteoos  protest  against  a  surrender,  and  a  Slate  paper  of 
greatability  and  force.'  "We  cannot  but  lie  senMible,"  it  l>egina, 
"of  the  Justice  and  Hon' as  well  as  favour  of  the  present 
Ministry  and  Administration  in  the  Method  which  They  have 
thus  thought  lit  to  make  u.se  of,  by  referring  a  Question  of 
concern  as  this  is,  to  the  Corporations  themselves    •    *    • 

■  B.  ot  T.  Papers,  l'ni|w.,  G.  2tO.    Mnn'li  ta.  l7->3. 
tIUd,,PTO|u,.  R,  a. 
elbid.,  Props.,  R.  M. 

'tbld.,Pn)pa„R,46.Newpi>rt,  November  M,  1TZ3.  KotlnR.I.Col.  Ri!CB..hut»ei>  iv,a34. 
inild..Pn)p»..R.'l».  tiewUaveii.Ortober^,i;!i3.  Thehainlwiliioglaitiiilnr Hiwkiiib 
fflln  KCretUT  o[  the  a^aenibly,  lint  ilcuibllew  tiovcraor  SbIhUhiiiII  mpurlnlcDded  [hu 
f^dnwlDK  up  Dim  iiiipiirUiut  n  diieiuueui. 
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whereas  other  more  forcible  Methods  fonnerlj'  attempted 
have  not  l>t>en  thought  reconcileable  to  the  Common  Rights 
holdeii  hv  the  Laws  and  Customs  of  our  Nation.  Of  which, 
we,  of  these  Corporations,  as  w^ell  as  some  in  Great  Britain 
have  not  long  since  had  experience/'  The  paper  goes  on  to 
cite  the  troubles  of  the  reign  of  James  II,  and  the  subsequent 
restoration  of  the  charters  which  was ''thought  worthy  of 
that  glorious  Revolution,  which  was  occasioned  by  them." 
"You  are  therefore,  hereby  directed  in  plainest  terms,"  they 
say  to  the  secretary  of  the  board,  ''to  acquaint  their  Lord- 
ships that  we  can't  think  It  to  our  interest  to  resign  our 
Charter.  But  on  the  Contrary,  as  we  are  assured,  that 
we  have  never  bv  anv  Act  of  disobedience  to  the  Crown, 
made  any  forfeiture  of  the  Priviledges  we  hold  by  It:  So  we 
shall  endeavour  to  make  It  manifest,  and  defend  our  Right, 
whenever  it  shall  be  called  in  question."^  This  firm  and 
decided  refusal  seems  to  have  })een  accepted  by  the  board  in 
the  spirit  in  which  it  was  tendered,  for  in  1726,  making  a 
representation  on  the  })oundarv  matter,  they  reported  that 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  were  not  willing  to  be  annexed 
to  any  of  His  Maj(»sty\s  govennnenb*,  or  to  surrender  their 
charters.'' 

The  administmtive  authoritii^s  did  not  cease,  however,  to 
represent  to  the  (iovernment  on  every  occasion  the  importance 
of  a  uniform  system  for  the  colonies,  and  the  advantage  of 
seizing  all  the  charters  in  favor  of  the  King's  prerogative. 
Thus,  in  a  much-quoted  paper  on  the  '*  State  of  the  Planta- 
tions," dniwn  up  in  1721,''  the  board,  among  considerations 
for  improving  and  enlarging  His  Majesty's  dominions  in  Amer- 
ica, recommended  that  the  laws  and  constitutions  of  the  plan- 
tations could  be  rendered  nmch  more  perfect  if  the  King's 
commands  met  with  du«»  observance  in  the  proprietary  and 
charter  governments. 

Tliis  is  the  great  ohHtacle  which  liaa  hitherto  made  it  impracticable  to 
put  the  PlantatioiiH  in  (ieneral  upon  a  l)etter  Foot,  <&  therefore  we  shall 
beg  leave  to  mention  some  of  those  inconveniencee,  that  have  arisen  from  the 


"These  two  papere  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  are  printed  in  fuH  in  the  l>ocu- 
mentar>'  Appendix.    It  is  believed  they  have  not  heretofore  been  published. 

hB,  of  T.  Papers.  Props..  Q.  346.  Connecticut  had  another  alarm  over  her  charter  in 
1729  on  the  question  of  the  intestacy  law  (see  chapter  three  ante),  and  instructed  her 
KKtMits  not  to  go  before  Parliament,  if  it  would  endanger  her  charter.  Conn.  Col.  Reoa., 
VII.2.>J. 

<•  H.  of  T.  Papers,  PI.  Genl.,  Entry  E,2i«i:  also  King's  MSS.  (Briti.sh  Museum), 206.  Printed 
in  N.  V.Col.  IXk's.,  V,  591-4i29. 
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f  powers  A  Privilegex  Bulwistrng  by  virtue  of  ae\'erai  Charttra,  graiited 
by  yoiir  Majesty's  Koyal  Prvdeue^ora,  whereby  not  only  the  eoil  bnt  like- 
wise tbe  dominion  or  (lovemment  of  oes'eral  Colonies  ie  sbsolutely  alien- 
at«l  from  tbe  Crown,  to  certiun  proprietors,  who  tar  froni  iiuployinjj  the 
said  Powere  and  Privil^iee  to  the  iwe  for  which  they  wen^  designed,  a:^  we 
find  hy  former  n>|>iirl8  from  this  Board,  have  frequently  rpfu§ed  otwilience 
to  euch  orders  as  have  been  given  by  your  Majesty's  itoyal  Predet'essorH, 
have  broken  thro'  the  LawR  of  Trade  and  !4avigaticin,  made  Laws  of  tbeir 
own  Contrary  to  those  of  (ireat  Britain,  ^ven  tih«lt«r  to  Pirates  and  Out- 
laws, and  refuse  to  contriliute  to  the  DefeiiL-e  of  the  neibouring  Colonies 
under  your  M&jesly'e  iiumediat«  Unvernment  even  in  easee  of  the  greatest 
emergency,  altlio'  they  would  not  have  been  able  to  subsiBt  themselves 
without  tbe  assislanre  of  their  Neiboure. 

The  indictment  continues,  that  in  general  they  had  Hhown 
"toopreatan  inclination  to  be  independent  of  their  mother 
Kinplom"  and  "that  it  liath  ever  been  the  Wisdom,  not  only 
of  Great  Britain  but  likewise  of  all  other  states  to  Mecure  by 
all  Possible  means  thp  intire,  alwolute  and  immediate  depend- 
eucy  of  their  ColonieH."  The  moMt  eifectual  plan  would  be  to 
revoke  nil  charters  and  put  the  whole  of  America  nnder  one 
lord  lieutenant  or  captjiin-gene™!,  from  whom  all  governors 

P should  reeeive  orders  and  with  whom  there  should  l>e  associ- 
ftted  two  councilors  from  each  plantation. 
'  A  novel  method  waw  undertaken  by  the  board  in  this  period 

of  insisting  on  the  acceptance  of  an  explanatory  chatter,  which 
defined  more  closely  the  privileges  granted  in  the  original 
document.     Tliat  for   Massachusetts   has  already    been   de- 
scribed."    In  1730,  in  a  i^presentation  to  the  King  on  the 
question  of  tho  Connecticut  intestacy  law.  the  board,  while 
recommending  the  grant  of  the  petition  to  confirm  the  colo- 
nial law,  suggested  that  the  people  of  Connecticut  also  ought 
to  submit  to  an  '"  Explanatory  Charter,"  whereby  the  people 
'■'    of  tliat  colony  may  he  at  least  as  dependent  u{)on  the  Crown 
■  4e  were  those  of  Massachusetts.     "And  we  think  ourselves 
B  tbe  rather  bound  in  Duty  to  offer  this  to  His  Majesty's  con- 
'"    ^ideratiou  because  the  People  of  Connecticut  have  hitherto 
affected  so  intire  an  Independency  of  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain  that  they  have  not  for  many  years  transmitted  any  of 
.tbeir  Laws  for  His  Majesty's  ransideratiou,  uor  any  accoimts 
r  their  Publick  Transactions." 

Nor  did  the  board  of  trade  fail  to  keep  before  Paritament 
I  anomolies  of  the  corporation  and  proprietary  govern- 
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ments.  In  the  report  made  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  1732* 
attention  was  caUed  to  the  fact  that  Maryland,  Connecticut, 
and  Khode  Island  were  not  required  to  submit  their  laws  for 
approval  or  disallowance,  and  that  in  the  two  latter  corpora- 
tions '* almost  the  whole  Power  of  the  Crown  is  delected  to 
the  People,"  and  that  it  is  not  surprising  that  governments 
constituted  like  these  ''should  be  guilty  of  many  iiTegulari- 
ties  in  point  of  Trade  as  well  as  in  other  respects."  Also 
that  the  trades  carried  on  and  the  manufactures  set  up  detri- 
mental to  the  tnide  of  Great  Britain  were  chiefly  in  New 
England,  w  here  chartered  governments  with  the  little  defieDd- 
ence  which  the^^  had  upon  their  mother  country  and  the  small 
restraints  they  were  under  rendered  this  easy. 

Again,  in  1734,*  they  repeated  the  same  complaints,  which 
led  to  the  resolutions  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons already  mentioned  in  regard  to  the  repeal  and  trans- 
mission of  laws,  and  the  commissioning  of  governors  in  the 
corporation  colonies/  But  all  these  attempts  against  the 
charters  were  without  result.  After  the  purchase  of  the 
goverimient  of  the  Carolinasand  the  Bahamas,  only  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania  remained  in  the  hands  of  proprietoi^s.  Of 
the  New  England  colonies  under  charters  the  only  one  of  im- 
portance was  under  a  royal  governor.  The  insignificance  of 
the  small  corporations  of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  se- 
cured their  perpetuation.  The  ineffectiveness  of  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  board  of  trade  at  this  period  was  in  part 
due  also  to  the  obscurity  into  which  it  had  sunk,^  and  to  the 
determination  of  the  ministers  to  preserve  the  status  quo  and 
to  avoid  being  plunged  in  disputes  with  the  colonies.  The 
functions  of  the  board  of  trade  were  almost  wholly  usurped 
b\'  the  committee  of  the  privy  council  for  plantation  affairs, 
which  sliowed  a  spasmodic  interest  only  when  complaints 
were  made  affecting  trade  and  revenue. 

The  onh'  new^  proprietary  colony  organized  after  the  revo- 
lution of  1G88  was  that  of  Georgia.  Its  charter  shows  the 
limitations  with  which  the  government  saw  tit  to  surround  even 
a  charitable  scheme  when  asking  for  a  definite  patent  of  incor- 

«  B.  of  T.  Papers.  PI.  Genl.,  Entry  F,  253. 
b  Additional  MSS.  (Britiwh  Museum),  33,028,  f"  246. 
©See  ante,  chapter  3. 

rfThe  attendance  was  very  8mall,  but  two  or  three  being  present  at  the  board  meetings 
after  1735. 
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poration.  Tlic  trustees  were  to  make  a  complete  n-jtoit  to  the 
seeretaries  of  ntate  and  comraissioiiersof  trade  aud  plantations 
eaeh  j-ear.  The  governor  must  lie  approved  hy  the  Crown  and 
take  the  usual  oath,  and  tlic  military  defense  of  the  province  k 
wan  not  to  rest  with  the  proprietaiy  governor,  but  to  be  in ,' 
the  hands  of  a  i-ojal  appointee,  the  governor  of  South  Caro-J 
lina.  Moreover,  conflict  between  the  executive  anil  legislature 
was  to  bo  avoided  by  withholding  the  legislative  power  from 
the  colonists.  On  the  contrary,  the  trustees  were  to  draw  up 
all  laws  and  ordinances  and  submit  them  for  approval  to  the 
privy  council.  Finally,  tlie  entire  government  of  the  colony 
abould  revert,  after  twenty-one  years,  Ui  the  Crown.  Clearly 
the  prerogative  was  to  be  secured,  though  the  expense  and 
~  difficulties  of  founding  the  colony  were  to  be  undertaken  by 
the  corpoi-ation. 
The   chief  affairs   that   came   before   the   l>oard   uf    trade 

►  in  the  period  between  the  last  bill  against  the  charters  and 
the  renewal  of  the  French  wars  (1715-1744)  were  of  an 
economic  nature,  such  a,s  the  growth  of  manufactures  in  the 
colonies,  the  issue  of  paper  money,  and  the  import  duties  on 
English  manufactures.  In  these  matters  the  colonies  under 
charters  stood  on  a  similar  fobting  with  the   others.     The 

» French  wars  brought  again  into  strong  relief  the  necessity  for 
anion,  and  one  of  the  objections  made  >>y  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Inland  to  the  Allmny  plan  of  union  in  1754  was  the  fear  that 
it  might  conflict  with  their  charter  rights.  In  one  dispute, 
tb»t  between  the  colonists  and  proprietoi-s  of  Pennsylvania  in 
Tegard  to  taxing  the  proprietary  estates,  the  hoai-d  of  trade, 
ID  opposition  to  its  earlier  policy,  sided  with  the  proprietors 
and  maintained  that  the  interposition  of  the  Crown  was  espe- 
cially necessary  to  support  the  prerogative  delegated  to  them." 
Tlfl!  decline,  therefore,  in  the  importance  of  the  Board  of 
■Trade  and  Plantations,  the  inertia  of  the  Whig  system  of 
igoverninent  under  the  two  tii'st  Georges,  and  more  than  all, 
vast  respect  of  the  English  mind  for  vested  interests  and 
conservatism  that  maintains  the  established  order  of  things, 
brought  it  to  pa-t-*  that  governments  under  charter  pro- 
Msions,  and  thus  removed  from  the  dire^'t  control  of  the 
tCrown,  endured  until  the  Revolution,  and  exercised  a  forraa- 

"iM.  Col.  Ka.li.,  VIU,  ffJS-eKt. 
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In  the  next  pliec,  it  may  })e  observed  that  the  loyalty  of  the 
eolonists  to  their  charters  was  strongest  and  the  greatest  efforts 
were  made*  to  maintain  them  in  the  eorporation  colonies  where 
popular  sovereignty  found  its  most  complete  and  consistent 
expression.  In  the  proprietaries  the  attitude  of  the  colonists 
towai'd  the  charters  depended  entirely  upon  the  measure  of 
protection  which  the  charters  assured  them,  whether  in  main- 
taining religious  liberty  or  in  developing  local  democratic  in- 
stitutions. In  other  words,  onl}'  in  so  far  as  the  proprietors 
ceased  to  Ik?  the  holders  of  a  lief  and  became  the  executives  of 
a  democracy  did  the  people  support  their  proprietary  rights 
and  desire  the  continuance  of  their  charters.  We  must,  there- 
foie,  <|uestion  Mr.  Doyle's  conclusion "  that  it  would  have  been 
a  gain  to  colonial  administration  and  the  development  of  the 
American  plantations  had  one  of  the  bills  attempted  in  1701  or 
1706  or  1715  pa^^sed  into  a  law.  Had  the  corporation  and  pro- 
prietary tyiKis  of  colonial  government  disappeared  and  all  the 
colonies  been  assimilated  politically  to  the  provincial  form,  the 
variety  and  vitality  of  American  institutions  must  have  been 
lessiMied,  the  ideal  of  popular  sovereignty  dimmed,  and  the 
growth  of  democratic  forms  che(^ked.  In  consequence  our 
State  and  national  constitutions  would  have  been  less  popular, 
less  republican,  and  less  distinctively  American  than  they  are. 

Finallv,  the  colonies  under  charters  exercised  much  influ- 

ft 

enct*  upon  tlu^  royal  colonies  and  made  them  restive  under 
administrative  control.  As  earlv  as  1703  a  Pennsvlvania 
judge  of  the  Admiralty  wrote  that  the  example  of  the  proprie- 
tary and  charter  colonies  put  the  others  *''on  tr^nng  projects 
and  trials  of  skill  with  their  governors.'"'  Al)out  the  same 
time  a  persistent  enemy  of  charter  governments  wrote  to  the 
board  of  trade:  "This  makes  the  people  of  the  Queen's  Gov- 
ernments nuu'Huir  and  repine,  and  puts  them  on  thinking 
what  should  be  the  reason  their  next  neighbours  and  fellow- 
subjects  should  enjoy  more  Ease,  Liberty  and  Freedome  undei 
the  proprietor's  (jovernment  than  the\'  do  or  can  under  her 
Majesty.  And  that  which  aggravates  their  Discontents,  these 
people  of  the  proprietary^  Governments  make  it  their  business 
to  upbraid  and  reflect  on  them  as  being  slaves  and  miserable 

'« I)(»yk*,  Puritun  Colouios  in  Aiiiorica,  IT,  402-404. 
^Harloian  M8.S.  (British  Museum),  6273,  M. 
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in  comparison  with  themselves."  **  The  persistfence,  there- 
fore, of  two  corpomtion  colonies  and  two  proprietary  colonies 
until  the  Revolution  has  a  significance  greater  than  their 
importance  would  denote.  The  ideal  of  colonial  government 
which  they  furnished  rendered  the  other  colonies  dissatisfied, 
it  paved  the  way  for  united  opposition  to  England,  and, 
after  American  independence  had  been  won,  it  played  a  large 
role  in  developing  the  new  governments,  Federal  as  well  as 
State. 

aB.  of  T.  Papers,  PI.  Gen.,  E  31.    The  term  "proprietary"  i»  used  in  a  general  ttcutte 
to  denote  all  colonies  under  charters. 

ii.  Doc.  745,  58-2— vol  1 ^21 
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REPLY    OF    RHODE    ISLAND    TO    REQUEST    FOl^    SURRENDERING 

CHARTER." 

Newport  ]Vrn\  26^  1723 
I  have  communicated  Your  Ijetter  with  the  propositions 
and  advice  of  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  Comissioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations  etc.  to  the  Generall  Assemblv  of 
this  his  Maj^  Colony  sitting  in  Newport  the  26**"  of  November 
1723,  who  requested  mee  in  their  Name  to  returne  the  follow- 
ing memorial  and  answer  to  their  Lordships. 

Viz  with  all  due  and  humble  submission  they  pray  their 
Lordships  will  })e  pleased  to  consider  that  their  PrediceSvSors 
with  great  Pcrrill  and  charge  Transported  themselves  and 
Families  from  their  Native  Countrv  of  Great  Brittain  to  this 
then  a  Wild  and  Howling  Wilderness  (as  great  part  is  to  this 
day)  Inhabited  by  Salvage  and  Barbarous  People,  and  Beasts 
of  Prey,  we  shall  not  Instance  or  insist  on  the  particulars  of 
the  great  Sufferings,  and  cruell  hardships  they  Suffered  and 
encount(»red  with  after  their  arrival  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
before  th(»y  were  compelled  to  seek  Shelter  and  releif  among 
the  great  Bod\'  of  Salvage  Nations  within  the  precincts  &  con- 
lines  of  this  Colony  who  (by  the  Christian  deportment  and 
winning  behaviour  of  our  Said  Predicessors)  was  by  the  Divine 
Providence  of  God  become  Gentle  and  compassionate,  con- 
sidered their  distressed  condition  and  granted  them  Liberty 
to  erect  Hutts  and  digg  Cellars  among  them  to  Skreen  and 
Shelter  them  from  the  Extremity  of  the  Weather  and  by  their 
Christian  demeaniour  and  conversation  as  afores^  the  Natives 
in  a  Little  time  became  more  familiar  and  sold  them  consid- 
erable Tracts  of  Land  as  the  Towneship  of  Providence, 
Pautuxet,  Warwick  and  Misquament  alias  Westerly,  so  that 
as  their  number  increavsed  they  associated  together  Purchased 

a  B.  of  T.  l*ttpex>,  PropH.  R,  46. 
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lode  I&lancl  and  the  rest  of  the  Isltiiids  in  the  Kai'raganuet 
Bay  it  will  «xceed  our  present  puriwue  to  innumerate  or  par- 
ticulurizo  the  unaccountablo  Hardship  Labour  and  dificourajje- 
iiietit  they  met  with  from  the  Ncig'hboiiring  (JovormentH, 
and  ttefore  they  could  Subdue  and  Cultivate  a  little  Land  to 
miso  some  corno  and  keep  a  little  Stock  of  Creatures  to  sub- 
sist tliom  selves  and  families,  but  through  their  great  Labour 
industry  and  (winps  with  the  Blessing  of  Crod  tliey  iiiado  such 
improvement  in  a  few  Years,  as  incouraged  them  to  Petition 
his  Royall  Maje-sty  King  Charles  the  first  for  a  Charter  of 
Incorporation  which  they  obtained  from  the  Earlo  of  War- 
wick &ct  with  Meets,  Cutts,  and  Bounds,  the  King  then  being 
imbroiled  in  tbo  Civill  Warrs  by  his  Itebellious  [Subjects,  the 
iginal  Charter  then  Granted,  you  have  with  j-ou. 


We  answer  to  their  Lordshipps  first  proposition  about  quiet- 
ing the  difference  between  thin  Govermt'nt  and  the  Gover- 
itient  of  Connecticut  with  humble  Su>>mis3ion  and  due  regard 
to  their  Lordships  great  wisdom  we  say  wee  have  no  differ- 
ence with  the  Goverment  of  Connecticut  but  what  His  MaJ- 
eslyes  Royall  word  will  determine  as af ores'"  for  the  obtaining 
of  which  as  dutifull  and  Loyall  Subjects  shall  patiently  wait 
and  doubt  not  but  his  Princely  Wisdom  will  influence  him  to 
confirm  us  in  our  Just  rights  and  Pro^wrties  in  the  possession 
of  the  grant  of  His  Royall  Predicesaor  according  to  our 
Charter. 

To  the  Second  proposition  insisted  upon  by  their  Lordship.'i 
viz  for  the  Ijetter  defence  of  the  Country  wee  answer  that  his 
Majp*ity  its  true  may  strengthen  us  with  standing  Troops  but 
for  any  other  Strength  as  we  arc  a  Frontier  to  the  Ocian,  the 
Inle(*<  int*)  our  Bay  is  so  open  &  wide  that  it  is  impracticable 
to  fortitie  them  so  as  to  prevent  an  Enemy  from  entring  into 
the  same  tbo"  at  this  time  wee  are  Building  our  Fort  more 
regular  and  defencable  with  Stone  and  Lime  and  morter  for 
the  security  of  Trade  and  Navigation  the  Colony  having  all- 
ready  given  five  Thousand  pounds  toward  the  carrying  on 
that  work,  the  Strength  of  this  Colony  (under  the  protection 
of  God)  consists  in  our  Militia  who  are  ti-ained  up  and  exer- 
cised in  Military  discipline  and  are  obliged  continually  as  well 
in  peace  as  in  warr  to  be  supplyed  each  man  with  a  good  fire 
^^trme  powder  and  ball  and  they  are  geneitilly  verry  expert  in 
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tho  use  of  thcni  ho  that  through  the  Blessing  of  God  wee  have 
not  only  defended  ourselves  against  His  Majestys  &  the  Colo- 
ny es  Enemies,  but  have  very  frequently  offended  them  both 
by  Land  and  by  Sea,  and  upon  any  expedition  against  the 
King's  Enemies  have  exceeded  our  quotas  with  the  rest  of  the 
Colonyos  and  Provinces. 

To  the  third  Proposition  that  Trade  may  be  better  secured 
&c  wee  answer  as  af ores**  that  wee  are  fortifying  our  Harbour 
more  Strongly  for  the  Security  of  Trade  Act.  and  to  enable 
our  Governour  to  comply  with  the  Acts  of  Trade  and  Nava- 
gation,  the  which  he  is  annually  Sworn  to  observe  and  the 
which  he  hath  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  duly  performed  in 
his  circumstance  (considering  the  Constitution  of  the  Govern* 
obligeth  him  to  be  more  carefuU  and  circumspect  upon  that 
foot  than  any  that  is  distinguished  by  the  Name  of  a  Kings 
Govern'  for  which  many  reasons  could  be  given  but  for  brev- 
itv's  sake  shall  for  bear. 

Fourthly  to  be  annexed  to  New  Hampshire  besides  its  being 
impracticable,  wee  answer  that  our  Pridicessors  through  great 
perills  lal)our  and  hardships  as  is  before  recited,  left  us  their 
purchases  hihour  and  improvements  as  our  Birth  right  to 
which  by  the  favour  and  clemency  of  a  most  gracious  King 
they  Tacked  our  present  Charter  full  of  valuable  privileges 
&ct  and  as  they  with  great  cost  and  difficulty  obtained  and 
defended  the  same  against  their  envious  and  ungratefull  Neigh- 
bours and  others  for  the  good  of  their  offspring  and  Posterity, 
so  we  hold  ourSelves  in  duty  and  conscience  bound  to  endea- 
vour the  preservation  of  so  valuable  a  Blessing,  and  question 
not.  but  so  long  as  wee  continue  duitfull  Loyall  and  obea- 
dient  Subjects  to  his  present  Majesty  King  George  and  his 
Royall  Issue  but  to  be  protected  in  our  Liberty  and  property 
the  which  through  his  Princely  goodness  he  hath  so  often 
declared  to  maintain  and  in  a  most  pathetick  manner  upon  his 
accession  to  the  Throne. 

Fifthly  as  to  our  being  anexed  to  the  province  of  New 
Hampshire  under  a  Kings  Governour  woe  answer  as  before 
that  it  is  impracticable  to  be  annexed  to  that  Province  should 
it  be  our  misfortune  to  have  our  Charter  vacated  and  taken 
from  us,  the  great  Province  of  the  Massachusett  Intervening 
and  lying  between  this  Colony  and  y*  Province,  and  with  hum- 
ble Submission  wee  presume  that  the  Governour  of  this  his 
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[ajesty's  Colony  is  as  mufh  a  King's  Gov''  as  aiij  Govertiour 
in  America,  by  vertue  of  our  Koyall  Clmrtcr  under  the  great 
Seal  of  England  and  wee  esteem  him  ajs  sucli  during  his 
administration  and  he  makes  the  Laws  of  England  his  rule 
and  Gov"'  without  it  t>e  some  perllcular  laws  of  the  CVilony 
whirb  the  Laws  of  England  fould  not  releavi'  us  in  the  not 
repugnant  and  he  is  under  the  same  restriction  and  penalty 
for  any  misdeineaniour  or  Transgression  liy  him  committed  as 
any  other  of  the  King's  Governours  under  his  Inunediate  com- 
mission and  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  made  in  the  Reigne  of 
King  William  the  'M  as  liable  to  tie  called  homo  to  great  Brittain 
to  answer  the  same. 

Wee  hunilily  conceive  that  the  vacating  and  takeing  away 
Cha,rter8  of  Incorporation  gmnted  by  the  Crowne  (without 
Just  Cause  of  forfeiture)  was  never  known  but  in  an  arbitrary 
Reigne  as  in  that  of  King  James  the  2"  when  all  Corporations 
and  t'liarters  were  crusli't  and  Trampled  under  foot  the  effects 
of  which  wee  severely  felt  in  that  short  Interval  of  S""  Edmond 
Andi-ases  Goverment  whose  arbitrary  will  with  a  few  uf  his 
creatures  was  a  law  and  the  King-*  Subjects  made  Vassals 
and  Slaves  in  detiance  of  Magna  eharta  and  the  Liberty  of  a 
Brittish  Subject  wee  would  not  be  thought  by  what  is  Iwfore 
recited  to  make  any  reflection  upon  his  present  Maj'tyes  Gov- 
ernours under  his  immeadiate  Commission  they  t)cing  under 
the  regulation  and  correction  of  a  most  Just  and  Gracious 
Prince  who  will  not  suffer  or  countenance  the  violating  and 
infringing  the  Liberty  and  pi-operty  of  his  faithfidl  and  loyal 
Subjects  (but  a-*  the  Proverb  is  what  hath  been  may  be  ugalne) 
and  our  Rtiyall  Charter  and  most  Gracious  priviledges  once 
given  up  there  is  no  prosjjectof  obtaining  the  same  againe. 

Wee  would  have  presumed  so  farr  upon  their  Lonlships 
favour  to  have  made  some  remarks  upon  the  difference  wee 
conceive  there  is  Itetween  a  Governor  under  his  Majestyes 
Inimeodiate  Commission  and  a  Charter  Governor,  but  that 
being  allready  so  truly  explained  by  Mr.  Dummer  in  his  Book 
put  forth  in  Vindication  of  Charter  Govermcnts  that  wc 
shall  not  make  any  further  reflections  thereon  to  which  Book 
wee  refer  upon  that  head  and  sundry  othera  therein  sett  forth. 

Upon  the  whole  wee  humbly  pray  that  their  Lordships  will 
_ believe  wee  have  a  Tincture  of  the  ancient  Brittish  Blood  in 
or  veines  and  that   wee  esteem   our   liberty  and  property 
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j^niiitod  by  our  Royall  Chart<*r  e<]uall  to  any  Corporation  in 
groat  Brittain  tho  not  of  like  value  and  we  hope  our  loyalty 
anil  conduct  for  the  Service  and  Interast  of  the  Crown  of 
(ireat  Brittaine  hath  no  waves  merritted  the  forfeiture  of  so 

valuable  a  Blessing. 

******* 

Signe<l  Sam"^''  Cranston,  6V>^•e*•/l^ 


REPLY    OF   CONNECTKX'T   TO   SITRRENDER  OF  CHARTER.^ 

N.  Haven  Oct  ^S,  172S. 

Sk.  We  have  rec'*  yours  of  the  twentieth  of  August  last 
where  in  you  a(*(iuaint  Us,  That,  In' order  of  the  Rt  IIon''**the 
Ijords  of  Trade  &  Plantations,  you  are  directed  to  enquire  of 
us  wh(»ther  we  are  willing  to  re*sign  our  Charter  to  ye  Crown? 
Or,  to  }>e  more  iiinnediatelv  united  to  the  Crown?  Bv  vetwo 
Phiases,  we  suppose  the  same  thing  is  intended,  viz  Whether 
we  an*  willing  to  part  with  those  Liln^rties,  Powers  &  Privi- 
ledges,  which  w(»  have?  so  long  had  i&  held,  by  ye  Uoyal  Char- 
ter gninted  to  this  Cori^omtion  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles 
the  2"'^ 

We  have  also  reccMved,  a  copy  of  the  Order  of  theRt  lion**'" 
th«»  I^jrds  of  the  Committee  of  his  Majesties  most  honorable 
Privy  Council,  of  ye  17th  of  July  last,  whereby  they  have 
directe<l,  that  eii<iuirv  to  be  made*;  In  w*"  their  Lordships  put 
the  Question  in  othiM*  Terms,  as  intending  the  sjime  thing  Viz 
WhethtM'  we  are  willing  to  submit  ourselves  to  his  Majes- 
ties immediate  (TOV<»rnment  ^ 

We  (ran't  but  be  sensible  of  th<»  Justice  &  Hon' as  well  as 
favour  of  the  pn^sent  Ministry  c^c  Administration,  in  the 
M(»thod  which  Th(\v  have  thus  thought  tit  to  make  use  of,  l)y 
refc^rring  a  Question  of  such  concern,  as  this  is,  to  the  Corpo- 
nitions  themselves.  For,  If  upon  any  Reasons  or  Motives 
that  can  he  laid  before  us.  We  should  be  induced  to  think  it 
our  Interest,  to  resign  to  the  Crown,  w'  Powers  we  hold,  & 
Priviledges  we  enjoy  by  Patent  from  the  Crown,  as  other 
Corporations  do;  and  thereupon  consenct  to  be  deprived  of 
them.  It  would  certainly  prevent  all  objections  or  Pretence  of 

•I  B.  of  T.  J'aiHTs.  rrops.  K.  19. 


THK    AMERICAN    COLONIAL    CHARTKR.  327 

■ong;  which  iiiight  otherwise  he  Huriiiiz"d.  And  the  World 
mid  be  obliged  to  justify  such  a  Method  as  this,  of  viicat- 
BDg  these  Charters,  as  veiy  fair  ami  impartial.  Whereas 
Mhci'iiioreforcible  Methods  formerly  attempted  have  not  been 
thought  reconeileable  to  the  Common  Rights,  holden  by  the 
Laws  &  CustoiMfl  of  our  Nation.  Of  which,  we,  of  these 
Corptt rations,  as  well  as  some  in  Great  Britain  have  not  long 
Hinco  had  experience. 

Every  one  knows  what  a  Destruction  came  on  us  &  Them 
lin  the  latter  end  of  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  ye  2nd.  and  in 
die  Reign  following.  But  that  violence  was  not  lasting,  what 
i  extorted  from  them  in  form,  was  soon  restored.  And 
3  of  those  Corporations  were  so  managed,  as  to  be 
induced  even  to  a  formal  Resignation  of  their  Charters; 
Yet,  It  was  the  Opinion  of  the  Nation  declared  in  Parliament, 
lat  notwithstanding  the  Consent  ho  gained,  the  taking  away 
k  denying  to  those  Corporations,  the  Powers  &  Priviledges 
^joyed  hy  their  Charters  was  a  tlrievance.  The  relieving  of 
^ich,  among  other  things  wits  thought  worthy  of  that  glori- 

3  Revolution,  which  was  occasioned  by  them. 
'  But  this  Method  which  You  are  direct^-d  to  take  has  n<it 
iBthe  least  appearance  of  any  Force  or  Terrour  in  It.  Nothing 
c^n  t)e  fairi>r  than  to  recommend  such  a  Matter  as  this,  to  thn 
Consideration  of  the  Corporations  themselves.  That  If  Wg 
tind  any  Incouvenieuce  in  our  present  State,  and  think  we 
could  Itetter  our  selves  by  a  Change,  We  have  Liberty  so  to 
do.  But  if  we  find  ourselves  in  good  Circumstances,  and 
have  no  prospect  of  any  advantage,  if  we  should  resign,  & 
put  an  End  to  our  Corporation,  by  consenting  to  some  other 
Form  of  Government,  that  then  we  should  be  freely  at  Lib- 
^_firty  to  continue  in  our  present  State;  and  not  come  in  to  the 
HjBesigDBtion  recommended  to  us. 

^^l  The  power  of  the  King  &  Parliament  is  as  great  now  as  It 

^■^as  then  when  another  Method  was  thought  proper  to  be 

used  with  Corporations;  And  ye  Authority  of  the  Ministry 

not  at  all  inferior  to  what  It  was  then:  Yet,  Its  the  Glory  of 

lUr  Times,  and  a  Happiness  which  no  Age  or  People,  ever 

L  greater  Reason  to  lx>ast  of.  That,  The  Powers  which  a 

i  Providence  has  set  over  us,  tho'  unlimited  or  Subject  to 

le,  yet  observe  the  Limits  of  Wi-sdom  &  Justice  and  are 
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tonder  of  what  others  should  enjoy,  a^s  well  as  of  their  own 
Prorogiitiv(\ 

This  i^ivos  us  great  Encouragement  &  assurance  We  can 
renienil^)er  the  time,  when  the  bare  mention  of  such  a  Lib- 
erty, as  that  which  their  Lordships  have  thus  led  us  to  the 
use  of,  would  have  been  thought  criminal.  And,  We  could 
not  have  opened  our  own  mouths,  to  be  our  own  Advocates, 
Or,  iiresunuKl  to  have  alledged.  That  we  had  not  by  any 
means  forfeited  our  Priviledges;  Or,  Said  any  thing  in 
defence  of  them,  without  danger  of  incurring  the  utmost  dis- 
pleasure, both  of  his  Majesty,  that  then  was,  &  of  his  Minis- 
try. But,  by  the  great  Favour  of  Heaven  the  Case  is  other- 
wise with  us. 

We  hav(>  a  king  &  ministry,  who  don't  make  use  of  their 
Power  to  terrify  us  out  of  our  Rights  and  Properties,  but 
give  us  leave  to  speak  for  our  Selves.  And,  think  It's  fit, 
that  what  wo  liave,  and  can't,  b^-  force  of  any  Law,  be  taken 
from  us,  should  be  olitain'd  by  our  own  free  Consent;  (as  the 
only  fair  way,  vvliich  even  the  greatest  Prince  may  make  use 
of)  or,  otherwise  remain  in  our  possession  and  Enjoyment 

We  Imye  therefore  thought  It  our  Dut}',  by  Letters,  both 
to  the  Lords  of  the  C(muuittee  of  Council  &  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade*  and  Plantations,  to  a<*knowledge  that  Regard  which 
their  Lordships  have  been  pleased  to  express  for  our  Charter 
Rights  and  Priviledges,  in  directing  that  You  should  inquire 
of  Us  whether  We  are  willing  to  part  with  them,  as  what 
they  judged  ver\^  proper,  if  not  necessary,  in  order  to  that 
change  which  they  seem  to  recommend  to  Us. 

And,  We  are  not  a  little  concern'd  that  after  such  an  in- 
stance of  their  Lordships  great  Regard  to  our  Interest,  We 
should  tind  our  selves  under  a  necessity,  not  to  choose  that 
Resignation  of  our  Rights  which,  They  are  of  Opinion  might 
b(^  best  for  us. 

Hut  w(»  are  pers waded  their  Lordships  will  consider  the 
mighty  force  of  enjoyment  &  experience.  All  the  wisdom  of 
tlie  wisest  men  in  the  World,  can't  relish  Priviledges  of  any 
kind,  as  tliey  should  that  enjoy  them.  If  their  Lordships 
were  of  the  parting  side,  supposing  them  in  the  Possession  of 
any  Priviledges,  which  a  long  experience  had  made  valuable 
to  th(»ni.  As  we  have  been  of  Ours,  We  dare  say,  their  Lord- 
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sbips  would  not  think  It  any  fault  in  us.  to  be  loth  lo  part 
with,  or,  willing  to  preserve  them.  And  therefore  we  pre- 
sume and  hope  their  Lordshijw  will  not  impute  It  to  us,  tho' 
we  can't  come  Into  such  a  Cession  of  our  Charter  as  You  aw. 
directed  to  propound  to  Uw. 

Nor.  can  we  think.  If  we  should  do  so,  we  ishould  be  more 
firmly  united  to  the  Crown,  or  more  immediately  under  his 
Majesties  Governm'.  than  we  are  now.  Which  are  the  chief 
considerations  you  have  been  directed  to  suggest  on  this 
otuaksion. 

We  ciin't  iint  liojje  We  are  as  firmly  united  to  the  Crown  as 
any  of  Km  Majesties  Colonies  or  Plantations.  We  are  under 
the  sanip  Pruturtion;  We  have  not  the  least  Pretence  of  any 
Power  or  Privilefjc,  Kstat*;  or  Property  but  what  we  hold  un- 
der the  Crown.  We  nro  subject  b-h  any  other  Colonies  to  his 
Majestiwi  Oommands  and  to  the  Laws  provided  for  them. 
We  are  aa  solemnly  engaged  in  our  Fidelity  to  bis  Majesty, 
and  have  as  true'ilt  sincere  Allegiance  to  King  George  as  any 
of  hi.s  subjects  within  bis  dominions. 

And  we  are  not  only  as  closi^Iy,  but  as  immediately  united 
to  the  Crown  as  any  other  of  his  Governments.  The  liond 
of  this  Union  (if  we  rightly  understand  what  is  meant  by  it,) 
is,  on  his  Maje.sties  part,  his  Anthority  or  sovereignty  over 
us;  and,  on  our  part,  our  faithful  allegiance  &  subjection  to 
Him. 

It  seems  therefore  to  us,  that  His  Alajestieti  Authority  can't 
be  more  immediate  in  other  Governments  which  have  no 
Charters  than  it  is  in  this. 

The  King  exercises  his  authority  in  them  by  his  Commis- 
sion, as  he  d(»es  here  l)y  our  Charters,  which  '  \  the  Kings 
Commission,  to  warrant  the  Authority  of  the  Ofiicers  ap- 
pointed tiy  it  iiere, 

The  Govflrnours  Commission  in  other  Governments,  and 
the  Charter  in  Charter  Governments,  are  botli  of  them  imme- 
tiately  from  the  Crown.    So  Uiat  we  conclude,  we  are  as  neer 

the  Crown;  and  to  that  Protection  from  It,  which  we  rely 
>n,  as  any  other  Governments  in  the  King's  I>on]inions  can 
pretend  to  be;  Nor  is  there  any  stricter  obligation  on  any  of 
His  Majestieti  Subjects,  to  a  firm  RJlegiance,  faithful  and  («n- 
Btaut  subjection  to  his  MajeHty,  and  obedience  to  his  Laws, 
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than  there  is  u|K)n  us  in  this  Colony;  And  in  Case  of  Trans- 
giv.  sion,  We  [are]  as  neer,  and  close  to  the  Crown  as  any 
Subjects. 

Their  Lordships  seem  also  to  think,  that  unless  both  the 
Governments,  viz  Rhode  Island  &  Wee,  agree  to  submit  and 
resign  our  Charters,  there  is  never  like  to  be  any  Agreement, 
about  the  Bounds  between  us,  or  any  Peace  in  these  Parts. 
In  this  also  we  have  a  farther  view  of  their  Lordships  Favour 
and  great  Concern  for  our  Tranquillity.  But  if  all  the 
Circumstances  of  that  controversy  were  laid  before  their 
Lordships,  and  known  to  them,  as  they  are  to  Us  We  believe 
Their  Lordships  would  not  be  of  Opinion  that  the  Consent  or 
Resignation  proposed  would  have  such  effect. 

It's  true.  If  our  Charters  were  resigned,  there  could  be  no 
more  any  such  Contention  between  us,  as  distinct  Bodies  Poli- 
tick, because  that  capacity  would  therefore  cease.  But  there 
might  be  the  same  contention,  &  perhaps  greater,  among  par- 
ticular Persons,  whose  particular  Rights  &  Properties,  have 
any  Relation  to  those  Bounds.  Nor  can  It  be  thought  that 
the  Peace  of  the  C'Olonies  is  so  much  infringed  by  this  Contro- 
versy. The  Goverimient  of  R.  Island  is  in  actual  Possession, 
(as  they  themselves  own)  of  the  Land  w*  they  claim,  &  we 
think  belongs  to  us.  We  don't  pretend  to  disturb  them  in 
y*  I\>ssession;  It  is  not  wee,  but  they,  that  have  made  the 
Complaint.  If  they  could  have  sat  still,  contented  with  all 
they  desired.  Their  Lordships  had  not  been  troubled  as  they 
now  are,  with  this  storv. 

And  if  their  Lordships  would  ))ut  dismiss  their  Complaint, 
They  might  return  home,  &  live  in  Peace,  without  any  Moles- 
tation. 

We  inde<»d  should  be  sufferers,  while  They  would  still  hold 
Lands,  which  this  Colony  disposed  of  in  Townships  20  years 
ago  &  more;  But  we  doubt  not  this  matter  will  have  a  good 
issue  one  time  or  other.  And  even  now;  If  their  Lordships 
would  but  let  them  understand,  that  They  must  be  contented 
with  the  Bounds  set  them  in  their  own  Charter,  and  tell  them 
how  those  Bounds,  must  be  understood  and  taken,  That  would 
end  the  Controverse}'. 

The}^  would  have  no  renson  to  Complain;  Nor  should  we 
give  them  the  least  Trouble  in  the  Ijaw,  tho'  our  Charter  be 
prior  to  theirs. 
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We  assure  you.  It  is  with  great  uneasyness,  that  wc  tind 
oursolves  under  nuch  a  Nwiissity,  Tliivt  Wee  must  either  reliu- 
qiiisli  at  once  all  the  Priviledges  we  enjoj-  by  the  Royal  Charter 
(which  prevailM  witli  our  Aniestors  to  adventure  upon  the 
lir-st  settlemont  of  this  Colony  wo  chargeahle  &  perillous)  Oi- 
L-lse,  we  must  decline  to  t^niply,  with  that  Resignation  of  our 
Charter,  which  their  Ijordships  have  directed  you  to  propose 
to  our  Consent.  But  this  Concern  is  much  alleviated,  from 
the  a^^urunce  their  I^ord^hips  have  thereby  given  us,  that  Our 
holding  these  Powers  and  Priviledges.  is  not  inconsistent  with 
Ihe  Law.  and  on  that  Account  to  he  denied  Us,  unless  we  are 
willing  to  ]>art  with  them;  tho'  they  seem  to  think  It  might  be 
most  to  our  jieace  &  interest  so  to  do.  In  which  we  must  beg 
their  Lordships  to  suffer  us  to  enjoy  our  De.sires  And  if  here- 
after We  shall  find  any  inconvenience  in  It  a.s  to  this  particu- 
lar, of  holding  onr  Charter  still,  we  must  be  content  to  blame 
ourselves  for  it. 

You  are  therefore  hereby'  directed  in  plainest  terms,  to  ac- 
quaint their  Lordships,  that  we  can't  think  It  to  our  interest 
to  resign  our  Charter  But,  on  the  Contrary,  a-s  wo  are  assured, 
that  we  have  never  by  any  Act  of  disobedience  t«  the  Crown, 
made  any  forfeiture  of  the  Priviledges  we  hold  by  It;  So  We 
shall  endeavour  to  make  It  manifest,  and  defend  our  Right, 
whenever  It  shall  bo  called  in  question. 

What  those  particular  offences,  or  Acts  of  Disobedience  to 
the  Orders  of  tlie  Crown,  which  some  Charter  Government,s 
have  been  guilty  of:  And  which  you  say  their  Lordships  in- 
sisted on,  as  what  would  prevail  with  the  Parliament  to 
deprive  u.-^  of  our  Charters  We  may  not  be  able  to  guess,  But, 
wee  dare  rely  upon  the  Parliament,  that  whenever  They  think 
fit  to  inspect  the  Cliart^rs,  They  will  distinguish  between  the 
guilty  and  ye  Innocent. 

If  we  have  always  behaved  ourSelves,  with  a  faithful  Duty 
&  Allegiance  to  the  King;  and  have  observed  the  Orders  at 
idl  tiracji  sent  us  with  Readiness;  The  Parliament  will  not  con- 
demn our  Charter  &  deprive  us  of  all  the  Benefit  of  It,  Iwcauso 
jome  other  Charter  Governments  have  demeaned  themselves 
udutifully;  or  done  w'  is  a  just  forfeiture  of  their  Charter 
^berties. 

k  We  (an't  think  It  will  l>e  any  manner  of  Revocation  to  that 
fAugust  Bfidy  "f  the  gn'itlest  A  best  men,  that  we  insist  upon 
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The  latter  includo  })oth  proprietary  and  charter  goyemments. 
The  clju^sification  is  inexact.  For  example,  niany  papers  on 
Connecticut  and  Rhcxle  Iskmd  are  found  in  the  Proprieties, 
and  others  of  equal  importance  in  the  New  England  group. 
The  same  is  true  of  New  Hampshire  and  Maj^achusetts.  For 
the  purpose  of  this  thesis  the  Plantations  General,  Proprie- 
ties, and  Now  England  Series  were  most  useful.  In  each  of 
these  series  there  are  two  sets  of  books.  The  first  consists  of 
original  document^,  letters,  petitions,  proposals,  and  the 
orders  in  council  thereupon.  They  are  Iwund  up  together, 
and  the  volumes  of  each  series  are  lettered.  The  second  con 
tains  entries  of  the  more  important  of  the  documents  in  the 
first  series,  copies  of  the  replies  sent  out  by  the  board,  and  the 
representations  ])resented  to  the  privj^  council  or  to  Parlia- 
ment. These  are  known  as  "•  entry  books,''  and  are  also 
lettered.  The  n^f(M*ences  are  made  thus:  '^  Board  of  Trade 
PajM^rs,  Plantations  (foneral  A,  KJ/'or  *'  Board  of  Trade  Papers, 
Plantations  General,  Entry  A,  16." 

(/>)  The  Treasury  Papers  are  very  well  calendared,  but  in  a 
few  instances,  chiefly  those  connected  with  the  bills  for  lob 
))ying,  it  was  necessary  to  consult  the  original  papers. 

(()  The  patent  rolls  were  consulted  for  the  commissions  for 
the  earlier  councils  of  trade  and  plantations  in  the  reign  of 
(Carles  II. 

{(I)  The  Admiralty  papers  are  an  important  source  of  ma- 
terial for  colonial  history.  No  information  regarding  the 
vice-admiralty  courts  in  the  colonies  is  to  be  found  in  the  rec- 
ords  of  the  high  court  of  Admiralty,  but  the  Admiralt}' t)ooks 
from  the  secretary's  department  contain  the  journal  of  that 
depaitment  and  the  commissions  for  the  officers  of  the  yice- 
admiralty  courts,  also  materials  about  the  trials  of  pirates  and 
the  condemnation  of  captured  pirates.  The  series  known  as 
the  ^"Admirals'  Despatches"  deals  chiefly  with  naval  matters, 
hut  doubtless  contains  much  interesting  colonial  material. 
These  were  not  kept  and  classifled  until  1745. 

2.    THE   I'RIVY    COI'XCIL   REGISTER. 

This  important  series  of  books  is  kept  at  the  Government 
offic(»  in  Downing  street,  Ix)ndon.  Through  the  kindness  of 
Mr.  Hubert  Hall  and  the  chief  clerk  of  the  council  I  was  per- 


bitted  to  examine  the  volumes  referring  to  the  period  under 
consideration.  After  lti96  they  were  of  comparatively  little 
usp,  .since  everything  connected  with  the  colonies  was  referred 
to  the  hoard  of  trade  and  preserved  among  its  papers.  In 
regard  U>  appeals  from  the  colonial  courts,  the  register  gives 
the  decisions  of  the  committee  on  appeals,  which  are  not  to  bo 
found  in  the  board  of  trade  papers. 


r  Among  the  Harleian,  fi^gerton.  Kings,  and  Additional  Manu- 
script collections  in  the  museum  were  found  various  letters 
from  men  of  the  period,  and  some  documents  of  importance, 
notably  the  "Overtures  touching  a  Councill  to  bee  erected  for 
foreigne  Plantations,"  and  the  "Instructions"  for  the  council 
of  16«0. 


At  Oxford  the  Clarendon  and  Kawlinson  collections  contain 
tetters  and  private  papers  of  several   persons  interested  in 
—Colonial  government  in  the  early  eighteenth  century. 


■  Becoming  interested  in  the  relations  of  the  authorities  of 
the  established  church  to  colonial  administmtion,  I  went  to 
Fulham  and  I^mbeth  jmlaces  U>  see  what  materials  had  i>een 
there  preserved.  At  Fulham  the  papers  are  unassorted  and 
tmavailable,  but  I  am  convinced  that  those  of  the  eighteenth 
ccutury  have  been  largely  removed  and  are  sciittered  among 
private  collections.  Some  of  the  letters  of  the  Bishop  of  Lon- 
don 1  found  in  the  Bodleian  at  Oxfonl.  At  Lamlieth,  where 
Ihe  manuscripts  are  preserved  and  classified,  the  [>a{>crs  of 
Archbishops  Tennison,  Gibson,  and  Wake  were  examined. 
The  best  material  for  the  study  of  the  colonial  church  is  to  be 
found  among  the  papers  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of 
ihc  Gospel.  The  reconls  of  this  society  have  been  most  I'are- 
fuUy  preserved,  and  by  tlie  courtesy  of  the  secretary  I  was 
given  access  to  them.     They  consist  of — 

First.  Letters  and  reiiortw  of  missionaries  to  1736,  twenty- 
six  volumes  of  carefully  copied  letters,  designated  as  A  tlSS." 
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Second.  Original  letters  and  reports  of  missionaries  mdi 
eighteenth  century,  chussilied  ))y  colonies,  chiefly  after  1131 
twenty-five  volumes  in  all,  known  as  B  MSS. 

Third.  Journals  of  the  proceedings  of  tho  society. 

Fourth.  Committee  n*ports,  forty-seven  voIume8. 

Fifth.  Colonial  letters  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  1803-1®^ 

Sixth.  Account  Inwks,  1701-1S92. 

I  was  able  to  examine  only  the  earlier  documents,  to  aboat 
1730,  })ut  think  that  nuurh  interesting  material  for  later  time» 
is  to  be  found  in  this  collection.  When  the  niiasionaries  were 
garrulous  and  conmmnicative,  the  general  conditions  of  the 
colonies  are  I'eported  with  vivacity  and  circumstantial  detail' 

6.    LB8   ARCHIVES   I)U    D^PARTEMKNT   I)E8   AFPAIRER  irTRAKOiUlBB. 

At  Paris  the  series  of  memoira  and  documents  i-elating  to 
America  contain  much  of  interest  on  the  relatione  of  the 
French  and  English  colonies  and  the  difference  in  their 
administrative  polici(»s.  The  classification  is  somewhat  irreg- 
ular, and  numbers  of  the  papers  are  not  dated. 

II.    PRINTED   (COLLECTIONS. 

Besides  the  collections  in  manuscript,  the  following  printed 
records  and  documents  have  Iwen  consulted: 

1.  KngliKh  imblic  dtKniiiientH: 

ActtJ  of  the  Privy  CViuiicil  of  Kngland,  new  series,  1542-1597,  ed. 
l)y  J.  K.  Dtwent.     (I^mdon,  lS<H)-liK)3.) 

Calendar  of  State  Pai>ers,  (\)Ionial  Series,  1574-ie»6,  ed.  by  W. 
N(H»1  SaiiiHbury  and  J.  W.  Fortewue.     (London,  1860-1903.) 

( -alendar  of  Treanury  Papern,  ed.  by  Joscpii  Redington  and  Wil- 
liam Shaw.     ( r^UKlon,  18(i8-HK),S. ) 

Journals  of  the  Houst*  of  ConunonH. 

Journals  of  the  House  of  Lordn. 

Royal  Commission  on  Historical  Manuscripts.     (London,  1894- 

ms. ) 

Rymer,  Ftedera.     (1^1  e<lition,  1789.) 

Statutes  of  the  Ri*alm.     ( Records  ( 'ommission  e<lition. ) 

Thurloe,  Stat«  Papers.    (7  vols.,  lA)ndon,  1742.) 

2.  Archives  and  Records  of  the  (.-olonies. 

Archives  of  Maryland  ( 19  vols. ),  €Mlite<l  by  William  Hand  Browne. 

(Baltimore,  1880-1889.) 
Calendar  of  Virginia  State  Pai>ers  (9  vols.),  edited  by  William  P. 

Palmer  and  H.  W.  Floumoy.     (Richmond,  1875-1890.) 


'» A  digest  of  tho  «r)ciety'H  progress  ha-s  l>een  <'om])iled,  1701-1892.    (Third  edition,  Ixm- 
doD.  1892.) 
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Colonial  Records  of  Connecticut  (15  vols. ),  edited  by  J.  Hammond 

Trumbull  and  Charles  J.  HoatUey,  T).  D.    ( Hartford,  1850-1890. ) 
Colonial  Records  of  North  Carolina  (10  vols.),  edited  by  William 

L.  Saunders.     ( Raleigh,  1874-1886. ) 
Colonial  Records  of  Pennsylvania  (16  vole.),  edited  by  order  of 

the  State.     (Philadelphia,  1 838-1 853. ) 
Documents  relative  totheColonial  History  of  New  York  (14  vols. ), 

edited  by  E.  B.  O'Callaghan  and  B.  Femow.     (Albany,  1^56- 

1883.) 
Federal  and  State  Constitutions  and  Colonial  Charters  (2  vols.), 

edited  by  Ben:  Perley  Poore.     (Washington,  1877). 
Grants,  Concessions,  and  Original  Constitutions  of  the  Province 

of  New  Jersey,  edited  by  Aaron  Leaming  and  Jacob  Spicer. 

(Philadelphia,  1881.) 
Letters  from  the  English  Kings  and  Queens  to  the  Governors  of 

the  Colony  of  Coimecticut  from  1635  to  1749,  edited  by  R.  R. 

Hinman.     (Hartford,  1836.) 
New  Jersey  Archives  (19  vols.),  edited  by  W.  A.  Whitehead. 

(Newark  and  Paterson,  1880-1897.) 
Pennsylvania  Archives  (First  Series,  12  vols.),  edited  by  Samuel 

Hazard.     ( Philadelphia,  1852-1856. } 
Provincial  Papers  of  New  Hampshire  (7  vols.),  edited  by  Nathaniel 

Benton.     ( Concord  and  Nashua,  1867-1 873. ) 
Re<!ords  of  Massachusette  Bay,  1628-1686  (5  vols.)i  edited  by 

Nathaniel  B.  Shurtleff.     (Boston,  1854.) 
Rhode  Island  Colonial  liecords  (10  vols.),  eilited  by  J.  R.  Bart- 

lett.     (Providence,  185()-1865.) 
Statutes  at  I^rge  of  Virginia  (13  vols.),  edited  by  William  Waller 

Hening.     (Richmond,  1809.) 
Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography  (6  vols.).     (Rich- 
mond, 1893-1899.) 
Correspondence  and  Private  Pai>ers. 

Andros  Tracts  (3  vols.),  publi8he<l  by  Prince  Society.     (Boston, 

1874.) 
Miscellaneous  Letters  in  Massachusettis  Historical  Society  Collec- 
tions: 
First  Series,  Volumes  V  and  VI. 
Third  Series,  Volumes  VII  and  VIII. 
Fourth  Series,  Volumes  II,  V,  VIII,  and  IX. 
Penn-Logan  Correspondence.     Memoirs  of  the  Historical  Society 

of  Pennsylvania.     Volumes  IX  and  X.     (Philadelphia,  1870.) 
Randolph,  Edward:  Topjian,  ed.  (5  vols,),  published  by  Prince 

Society.     ( Boston,  1 898. ) 
Sewall,  Samuel,  Diary  of:  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  Col- 
lections, Fifth  Series,  Volume  VII.     (Boston,  1882.) 
Talcott  Papers,  e<lited  by  Mary  Kingsbury  Talcott.    Connecti(!ut 

Hi8tori(!al  Society  Collections,  Volume  IV.     (Hartfonl,  1892.) 
Winthrop  Papers:   Massachusetts  Historical  Society  Collections, 

Sixth  Series,  Volumes  III  and  V.     (Boston,  1889.) 
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4.  Pamphlets. 

Abstract  of  Charter  for  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the 

Goei>el.     (1702.) 
Acc-ount  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Goepel.     (1706.) 
Duminer,  Jeremiah:  A  Defence  of  the  New  England  Charters. 

(London,  1721.) 
Mather,  Cotton :  Parentator.     (1 724. ) 
Pol  lex  fen :  Discourse  of  Trade,  Coyn,  and  Paper  Credit     ( Lon«lon, 

1697.) 
Some  Considerations  on  the  French  settling  on  the  Mississippi. 

(London,  1720.) 
Thomas,  F.  S. :  Notes  of  Materials  for  the  Historv  of  Public  Doc- 

umentH.     (IMvate  publication,  London,  1846.) 
(The  al)ove  pamphlets  are  all  in  the  British  Museum.) 

II.    8KCONDARY   WORKS. 

The  larger  portion  of  this  study  l^eing  drawn  from  manu- 
script sources,  the  references  to  secondary  works  are  com- 
paratively few  and  by  no  means  constitute  a  bibliography  of 
the  subjec^t.  The  following  are  those  to  which  reference  has 
been  made  in  the  notes: 

1.  General  hist<>rie«  and  biographies: 

Coblwtt:  Parliamentary  History  of  England.    (London,  1806-20.) 
Fitzniaurice:  Life  of  Shelbnrne.     (Ixmdon,  1892. ) 
Frothingham:  Rise  of  the  Republic!  of  the  United  States.    (Boston, 

1872. ) 
Hakhiyt:  Collection  of  Early  Voyages,     (Ix>ndon,  1812.) 
Janney:  Life  of  William  Penn.    "(Philadelphia,  1883.) 
Lei'ky:  History  of  England  in  the  Eighteenth  Century.     (New 

York,  1878-1890.) 
Pike:  Constitutional  History  of  the  House  of  Lords.     (London, 

1894.) 
Stubbs:  Constitutional  History  of  England.     (Oxfortl,  1874-1878. ) 
Tyler:  History  of  American  Liteniture.     (New  York,  1878.) 
WaliH)lc,  Horace:  Memoirs.     (London,  second  edition,  1847.) 

2.  lxH!aI  histories: 

Adams:  Three    Episodes  of  Massachusetts*    History.      (Boetoii, 

1892.) 
Aldeii:  New  (iovernments  West  of  the  Alleghanies  l)efore  1780. 

University  of  WMsconsin  Bulletin.     (Madison,  1897.) 
Brown:  First  Republic  in  America.     (Boston,  1898.) 
Doyle:  Puritan  Colonies  in  A mericii.     (New  York,  1882-1887. ) 
Hutchinson:  History  of  Massachusetts  Bay.     (I^ndon,  1760.) 
Lucas:  Historiiiil  ( Jeography  of  British  Colonies.    (Oxfoni,  1890. ) 
MiOady:  History  of  iSouth  Carolina  under  the  Proprietary  Gov- 
ernment.    (New  York,  1897.) 
Paifn^y:  History  of  New  England.     (lioston,  1858-1890.) 
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Poyer:  History  of  Barbados.     (London,  1808.) 

Shepherd:  History  of  Proprietary' Government  in  Pennsylvania. 

Columbia  University  Studies,  Vol.  VI.     (New  York,  1896.) 
Smith:  History  of  New  Jersey.     (Trenton,  1890.) 
Sullivan:  History  of  District  of  Maine.     (1795.) 
Trumbull:  History  of  Connecticut.     (New  Haven,  1818.) 
Winsor  (ed. ) :  Memorial  History  of  Boston.    (Boston,  1880-81. ) 
\.  Administrative  Histories: 

Benedict:  Admiralty  Practice  in  the  United  States.     (N.  Y.  and 

Albany,  1894.    3ded.) 
Bonnassieux:  Les  Grandes  Compagnies  de  Commerce.     (Paris, 

1892.) 
Cawston  and  Keane :  Eaily  Chartered  Companies.   ( London,  1896. ) 
Clark:  Summary  of  Colonial  Law.     (London,  1834.) 
Egerton:  Short  History  of  British  Colonial  Policy.     (London, 

1896.) 
Hall:  History  of  Customs  Revenue  in  England.     (London,  1892.) 
Hobbes:  Leviathan.     (London,  edition  of  1839.) 
Jameson:  "Old  Federal  Court  of  Appeal,"  American  Historical 

Association  Papers,  Vol.  III.     (New  York,  1889.) 
Lord:  Industrial  Experiments  in  the  British  Colonies  of  North 

America.     Johns   Hopkins   University   Studies.     (Baltimore, 

1898. ) 
Osgood:  "Corporation  as  a  type  of  colonial  government,"  Politi- 
cal Science  Quarterly,  1896. 
Osgood:    "Proprietary  as    a   form    of    colonial    government," 

American  Historical  Review,  1897. 
Pownall:  Administration  of  the  Colonies.     (London,  fourth  edi- 
tion, 1768.) 
Reinsch:  Colonial  Government.     (New  York,  1902.) 
Reinsch:  English  Common  I^w  in  the  Early  American  Colonies. 

University  of  Wisconsin  Bulletin.     (1899.) 
Tanner:  "  Colonial  agents,"  Political  Science  Quarterly.     (1901.) 
Turner:   "Western    State  making  in    the   Revolutionary  era," 

American  Historical  Review.     (1896.) 
Wallis:  "  Early  colonial  constitutions,"  Royal  Historical  Society 

Transactions.     (1896.) 


IX -puklk;  documents  of  the  first  fourteen  congresses, 

17S'.H817. 
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BBLIC  DOCUMENTS  OF  THE  FIRST  FOURTEEN  CONGRESSES. 


I  1897  the  writer  presented  to  the  American  Historical 
Association  a  paper  on  the  public  documents  of  the  First  and 
Second  Congresses,  178it  to  1793.  The  great  interest  shown 
liy  many  historical  students  of  the  United  Stjitea  in  this  pub- 
lication caused  the  author  to  attempt  a  work  of  great  labor 
and  extended  research,  the  compilation  of  all  the  official  pub- 
lic document*)  from  the  meeting  of  the  First  Congress  to  the 
adjournment  of  the  Fourteenth  Congress  in  1817. 

This  work  when  near  completion  was  interrupted  by  exact- 
ing official  labors  and  res[)onsibilitieH  consequent  upon  the 
Spanish-Ameriovn  war.  In  order,  however,  that  historical 
students  might  have  the  advantage  thereof,  the  compilation, 
as  far  as  ma«le,  wan  published  without  revision.  It  formed 
Senate  Docmnent  No.  428  of  the  first  session  of  the  Fifty- 
sixth  Congress.  The  extent  of  the  !al>or  involved  is  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  this  Itst  covered  with  index  WA  pages. 

In  the  Senate  document  referred  to  the  author  briefly  set 
forth  the  value  of  these  State  papers,  covering  as  tbey  do 
the  formative  period  of  the  earliest  purely  constitutional 
government  of  the  world. 

Notwithstanding  the  evident  value  of  these  documents,  there 
existJi'd  neither  then  nor  now  a  complete  collection  of  the  ofli- 
cial  publications  of  the  First  to  the  Fourteenth  Congresses, 
178y-1817.  nor  even  a  detailed  list  of  their  number,  kind,  or 
character. 

Unfortunately,  Senate  Document  No.  428  was  printed  almost 
entirely  during  the  ab-sence  of  tlie  author  from  Wa.shington, 
so  that  many  obvious  errors  and  duplications  appear  in  that 
<io<'ument. 

It  is  not  the  intent  of  this  paper  to  correct  errors  in  the 
document  referred  to,  but  mei-ely  to  supplement  it  by  a  brief 
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list  of  such  State  papers  as  have  been  discovered  or  located 
within  the  jmst  two  ye^rs.  Many  of  the  additions  are  from 
documents  latel}'  brouffht  into  the  War  Department  library, 
but  nearly  the  entire  number  are  to  be  found  in  the  library  of 
the  Boston  Athenaeum,  which  has  one  of  the  most  extensive 
collections  of  original  public  documents  in  existence. 

In  the  present  list  there  are  described  and  located  754  official 
Congressional  papers  (of  which  about  one-half  are  entirely 
new  titles),  and  are  divided  as  follows:  Four  hundred  and 
forty-nine  documents,  227  reports,  and  78  motions. 

The  remaining  titles  are  those  formerly  known  by  means  of 
reprint^,  but  as  to  which  there  was  no  readily  accxjssible  knowl- 
edge as  to  their  existence  or  loc4ility  as  separate  publications. 

According  to  the  statement  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  H.  Ilitchcox, 
2,404  documents  of  the  first  fourteen  Congresses  are  preserved 
in  the  American  State  Pai)ers,  that  most  valuable  collection  of 
documents  compiled  and  reprinted  through  the  wise  action  of 
Congress  under  the  sevenil  acts  of  1831,  1833,  and  1858. 

In  the  article  prepared  by  the  present  author  there  are  located 
and  des(Mibed  in  round  numbers  about  6,00()  State  papei*s,  or 
nearly  double  the  number  republished  in  the  American  State 
Papers. 

It  is  thought  the  efforts  being  made  by  Mr.  Herbert  Put- 
nam, Lihnirian  of  Congress,  to  bring  together  in  the  national 
library  the  scattered  reports  and  documents  in  the  various 
libniries  in  Washington  will  ver}^  considerably  increase  the 
number  of  original  and  separate  documents  pertaining  to  the 
period  under  consideration. 

ABBREVIATIONS. 

Ath.     Athenaeum  Library,  Boston. 
A.  S.  P.     American  State  Papers. 
Annals.     Annals  of  Congress. 
Ixiwl.     Broadside  or  folding  table. 
Doc.     Document. 
p]x.     Executive. 
.  Ex.  Jo.  S.     Exec!utive  Journal  of  8enat«. 
Fol.     Folio. 
Fin.     Finance. 

H.     House  of  Representatives. 
Ind.  Af.     Indian  Affairs. 
Jo.  II.     Journal,  IIou.so  of  Representatives. 
Jo.  S.     Legislative  Journal  of  Senate. 
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d.     No  date. 

No  place. 

Ree,     Resolution. 
rpt.    Report. 
8.    Senate, 

W.  D.  L.     War  Dei«rttiieiit  I.ihrary. 


1  C:  2  S.  January  9.  1790. 

Letter  from  Secretary  of  Treasury  Haniillon  expressing  hif  reiulin< 
ml  a  plan  on  the  piibfe  i^redit.    n.  p.,  ii.  ci.    —  p.     Atli. 


IC:  3S.  Jimiwry  18,  1791. 

Report,  January  11),  of  .Seerelary  of  State  Jofferwm  r«>tifying  error  in 

prBvious  report  on  weights,  measures,  and  roins.     A.  S.  P.,  Minn.,  1:36-37. 

I'rinted  as  p.  22  of  House  document  dated  July  4,  1790,  on  raine  subject, 

to  which  the  correction  pertains. 


IC:  38.  March  3,  1791. 

Atnenidnients  pmpoeoi  by  Congress  to  tlie  legislaturw*  of  the  se 


IC:  3S.  February  16.  1791. 

By  Mr.  Madison,  on  administraljon  of  Robert  Morris,  late  Superintend- 
BBtof  Finaiioe.  A.B.  P.,  Misc.,  1:38.  Fol.  n.p.,n.d.  36,  Appendix  A,  4; 
Appendix  B,  14  p.    W.  D.  L. 


2C:1S.  November  4,  1791. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Ilaniiltou  Bjbniittin^  eatiinatea  for  1792. 


2C:  la  Decembers,  1791. 

Acconnts  of  the  Treaaurer  of  the  United  Stales  to  September  30,  1791. 
p.,n.d.     Up.     Alh.     W.  D.  L. 


January  .30,  1792. 
protection  of  the  frontiers  of 


2  C:  18. 
.   Letter  of  Secretary  of  War  Knoi 
snnsylvania  against  hostile  Indiani 
This  letter  (Ath.  L.  copy)  is  printed  on  a  lar)i«  broadside  in  five  col- 
It  is  preceded  by  a  lett*r  from  President  Washington,  daleil  Jan- 
jnding  the  publication  of  such  a  statement  of  the  cause* 
tl  existing  hostilities.     Philadelphia  (1792).  1  p.     Ath. 
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2  C:  1  8.  Marcli  6,  1792. 

Report  of  Setrretary  of  Treasury  Hamilton  on  taxation  of  spirits.  A.  S.  P., 
Fin.,  1:151-158.  Fol.  n.  p.  Childs  ai.d  Swaine.  n. d.  20  p.  Ath. 
W.  I).  L. 

2  C:  1  8.  March  17,  17»2. 

Report  (March  16)  of  Secretary  Oi  Treasury  Hamilton  on  methods  of 
raining  additional  revenue  during  1792.     Fol.     n.  d.,  n.  p.    8  pp.     Ath. 

2  C:  1  8.  March  17,  1792. 

Report  of  8ecretary  of  Treasury  Hamilton  on  increasing  the  revenue  for 
17»2.     A.  8.  P.,  Fin.,  1:158-181.     Fol.     n.p.,n.d.     2  p.     Ath. 

2  C:  1  8.  April  5,  1792. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Hamilton  on  compensation  to  revenue 
officery.     Fol.     n.  d.,  n.  ]>.     4  pp.     Ath. 

2  C:  1  8.  April  17,  1792 

Ixitter  from  Sei^retary  of  Treasury  Hamilton  submitting  estimates  for 
the  current  year.     Fol.     n.  d.,  n.  p.     2  pp.     Ath. 

2  C:  1  8.  April  17,  1792. 

lA'ttcr  from  8ecretary  of  Treasury  Hamilton  accompanying  his  report 
on  iH'titions  A,  B,  and  C'.  Simon  Nathan,  Yale  College,  Mary  Wooster, 
et  al.,  asking  reiinlmrHiHuent  on  account  of  damages  during  the  late  war. 
Fol.?    n.  d.,  n.  p.     3  pp.     Ath. 

2  C:  1  8.  April  21,  1792. 

Reix)rt  (April  18)  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Hamilton  on  renewal  of  lost 
certilicates.     Fol.     n.  d.,  n.p.     11  pp.     Ath. 

norsE   REPORTS. 

2  C:  18.  November  18,  1791. 

By  Mr.  Aiiu^,  on  jxHition  of  James  Jackson,  alleging  undue  influence 
in  election  of  Anthony  Wayne,  of  Georgia. 

TliiH  report  apjH'ars  to  have  l>een  privately  printed,  as  the  Athenaeum 
Library  Iuih  "  PnK'ceilings  respecting  contested  election  for  eastern  district 
ofCJeor^ia."     Philadelphia     Parry  Hall.     1792.     71pp. 

SENATE    DOCUMENTS. 

2  C:  18.  October  28,  1791. 

Accounts  of  UuitiHl  8tatofl  Treasurer  Meredith  to  June  30,  1791.  Fol. 
n.  J). ,  n.  d.     5.'{  p.     Ath. 

2  C:  2  8.  February  14,  1793. 

Report  of  8t»cretary  of  Treasury  Hamilton,  under  8.  R<«.  of  January  23, 
ITiKi,  on  the  condition  of  the  public  funds.  A.  8.  P.,  Finance,  1:218-222. 
Fol.     n.  p.,n.d.     — p.     Ath. 

2  (':  2  8.  February  27,  1793. 

Rci)ort  of  8e<;retary  of  War  Knox  on  the  petition  of  Charles  Knowles, 
et  al.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     — p.     Ath. 

2  C:  2  8.  February  27,  1793. 

Accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  8tates  to  December  31,  1792. 
Fol.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 
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Ath. 


November  7,  1792. 
o  September  ;».     Fol.     n.  p., 


2  C:  2  8.  November  U,  I7fl2. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  War,  Novenilwr  I,  on  itiemorial  of  Samuel  Ht^- 
I,  late  QuarterniBBter-ljeneral  of  the  Anny,  askiiig  investigation  at  the 
see  of  the  failure  o[  General  Bt.  Clair's  expedition.    A.  B.P..Mil.  Af.. 


.     n.  p.,  n.  <1.     —  p.     Ath. 
2  C;  2  S. 
Eatimates  submitted  by  Secretary  < 
179a.     Fol.  7    n.  p.,  n.  d.'  —  p.     Ath, 


2C:  : 


Noveinl)er  14,  1792. 
Treasury  Hamilton  tor  the  year 


November  19,  1792. 
of  thesinkingfunil.   A. 8.  P., 
aine.     19  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

November  22,  171)2. 
venue  by  taxation  of  spirits. 
,     —  p.     Ath. 

I>el^eml>e^  3,  1702. 

TreaBury  Hamilton  nuhmitlinK 

■    "  "—  176-180.     Fol, 


from  the  President  on  raising 
L.  8.  P.,  Fin.,  1:  171-175.     Fol.     n.  p.,  n 

2  C:  2  S. 
Report,  November  30,  of  Be<:retary  of 

for  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt.     A.S.I'., 
,  n.  d.    Childs  and  Swaine.    10  pp.     W.  D.  L. 

2  C:  2  8.  December  7,  1 7»2. 

Letter  from  Secretary  uf  Treasury  Hamilton,  aivonipanyinj;  statements 

pritli  letter  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  relative  to  War  DejHirt- 

tent  dieburaemenls  in  I'INland  171)1.     Fol.     Philadelphia,     n.  d.     — p. 

th. 

2C:  2  8.  .laniiary  4,  17<ia. 

Report,  January  3,  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Humiltun,   under  House 

■Holation  of  December  24,  17tt2,  reganlini;  foreign  loans  and  disburse- 

Wnts  thereof.     A.  S.  P..  Finan(«,   l:laO-l»4.     Fol.     u.  p.,  n.  d.     —p. 

»th. 

2C:  28.  January  H,  1793. 

Report  of  Seeretary  of  Treasury  Hamilton,  transmitting  rejiort  of  David 
ittenhouse,  Director  of    the  Mint,  on  at<sayH  at  the  mint.      A.  8.  P., 
finance,  1:184-185.     Fol.     n.  p.,  n.  li.     — (i.     Alh. 

2C:  2  8.  January  U,  179:i. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury   Hamilton,  January  10,   na  domestic 


loans. 


FoL 


Ath. 


2  C;  2  8.  January  26,  1793. 

Accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  relating  to  espeniliUiree 
[  the  War  Department  from  October  1  to  December  31,  1792.  Fol.  n.  p., 
D.  d.    —  p.    Ath. 

2C:  8.  February  4, 1793. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Hamilton,  under  H.  resohition  of  Jan- 

wy  23.  on  Government  loans,  with  »^atements  A,  B.  C,  D,  E,  and  F  on 

debt,  sinking  hind,  anil  nu^aim  of  revenue.     Fol.  '  n.  p.,  ii.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 


I, 

J 
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4  C:  1  8.  December  18,  1795. 

Report  of  the  CoiniiiiHsionere  of  the  Sinking  Fund.     FoL?    n.  p.,  n.  d. 

—  p.     A.  S.  r.,  Fin.,  1:  36(i-370.     Ath. 

4  0:  1  S.  January  4,  1796. 

Mespap*'  frfun  tlie  Prenideiit  on  relatione  with  France,  relating  to  the  pre- 
Hentation  of  the  coUtrs  of  Franw  t«»  the  United  States.     Fol.?    n.  p.,  n.  d. 

—  p.     Atli. 

4  C:  I  S.  January  8,  1796. 

Mei^a}^^>  frt)in  tlie  President,  n>garding  the  ometruction  of  Federal  build- 
ingH  in  the  city  of  Wa*»hington.  Fol.?  n.  p.,  n.  d.  — pj).  Ath.  A.  S. 
P.,  Mine,  1:  \^X 

4C:  1  S.  March  1,  1796. 

Message  fn«n  the  President,  n'garding  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain. 
Fc»l.?    n.  p.,  n.  d.     .S2  pp.     Ath. 

4  C:  i  S.  April  4,  1796. 

i-,i»tt<»r  from  Secretary  of  Tw^aflury  Wolcott,  transmitting  statement  re- 
garding the  emohnncnts  of  ofiicers  of  the  customs  during  1795.  Fol.7  n.  p., 
n.  d.     —  pp.     Ath. 

4  C:  1  S.  April  29,  1796. 

R(»IM)rt,  April  2i\  of  Attoniey-(Jeneral  Lee  on  land  titles  in  the  South- 
west, relating  to  ( ieorgia  and  South  Carolina  claims.  Fol.?  Philadelphia. 
John  Fennn,  17W.     171  pp.     W.  I).  L. 

4  (':  IS.  May  27,  1796. 

Accounts  of  Tn*jL«urer  of  United  Statics  t4>  March  31,  1796.     W.  D.  L. 

nolSK    IKHTMKNTS. 

4  C:  1  S.  I)eceml)er  14,  1795. 

LK»ttcr  fn>ni  Secn^tary  of  Treasury  WoUrott,  submitting  estimates  for  tlie 
year  171M).     Fol.?     n.  p..  n.  <1.     2L»  pp.     Ath.     W.  I).  L. 

4  V:  I  S.  Ik^i-ember  14,  1795. 

Ix'ttcr  from  Acting  S*»cn'tary  of  War  Pickering,  with  statements  relative 
to  the  <'on(lition  of  th<?  military  f(»rc(».     n.  p..  n.  d.     22  p.     Ath. 

4  C:  1  S.  December  17,  1795. 

Kei>ort  of  SiMTctary  of  Treasury  Wolcott.  transmitting  accounts  of  public 
moneys  for  the  year  ending  l)enMnl>er  31,  1795  (4?).  n.  p.,n. d.  —  p. 
Ath.  '  W.  I).  L. 

4(':  1  S.  Decend^er  18,  1795. 

Report  c>f  the  Conmiissirinc.rs  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  Fol.?  n.  p.,  F. 
ChiMs,  n.  «l.     14  pp.     Ath.     W.  D.  L..«  >  • 

4  U:  IS.  Deceml)er24,  1795. 

I^etter,  DccenilxT  22,  from  S'cretary  of  Tn^asury  WoU^tt,  transmitting 
procetMlings  of  Register  Nours*.'  regard ini:  certiiin  claims  made  against  the 
United  Statis.  Fol.?  n.  p.,  F.  Uhilds,  n.  d.  31  pp.  Ath.  W.  D.  L. 
A.  S.  P.,  Claims,  172-181. 

4  C:  1  S.  January  4,  1796. 

Rei>ort,  DeconilK^r  .31,  17tK5,  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott,  on  tlie 
public  deht.  Fol.  n.p.,n.d.  It)  pp.  W.  D.  L.  Ath.  A.  8.  P.,  Fin. 
1:  371-383. 
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4  C:  1  S.  January  4,  17U6. 

Meeeago  from  the  Precitlent,  tmnamittint;  adilreti^  oE  tlie  Committee  of 
Public  Safety  ot  Fran(«  in  prewenting  tlie  i-oUits  of  France  to  t.he  United 
SUtes.     Fol.?     li.p.,u.d.     —pp.     Ath.     A.  S.  P.,  For.  Eel.,  1:  627. 


January  7,  1796. 
n  the  case  uf  Robert  Kan- 
32  pp.    Ath.     W.D.L. 


4  C:  IS. 
Propeedinga  of  tlie  Hoiiee  of  Bepreeentativ' 
dall  and  Charles  Whitney.    8  vo?    n,  p.,  n, 
A.S.P.,  MiBc.,  1:  124-133. 

4C;  IS.  January  20.  1796. 

9  from  Secretary  of  War  Pickering,  Januarj-  20,  to  the 
e  appointed  to  innuire  into  the  naval  mjuipmeDt  ot  the  United 

tSlAtes.     Fol.     n.p.,n.ci.     1-7,1  bdsd.,  II  pp.     W.D.L. 
4C:  18.  January  i:!.  1796. 

.    Heesage  from  the  President,  transmitting  aecouiits  pertAiniiig  to  the 
Contingent  fund.    Fol.  ?    n.  p.,  n.  d.    —  pp.     Ath. 
4  0:  IS.  January  2f),  1796. 

,  Letter  ot  Secretary  ot  Treawiry  Woleolt,  transmitting  report,  ot  exports, 
1790  to  17W>,  under  House  renolntion.  Fol.  n.  p.,  n.  d.  (5)  pp.,  1  Ixisd. 
Ath.     W.D.L.7    A.aP.,Com.and  Sav.,1:  32a-333. 

4C:  1  S.  January  26,  1796. 

Re[>ort,  January  2-^,  i>t    Secretary   of  Tix'Bsnry   Wolcntt,  tranamitting 

report  of  imports   and   tonnage  from    1789  to   17S4.     Fol.?     n.  p.,  n.  d. 

rpp.    Alsoin  A.S.P.,Com.andNav.,l:  322-333. 
4  C-.  1  8.  January  26,  1796. 

Letter  from  Attoniey-GpneralI*e,  reporting  on  the  petition  ot  J.  Maekey. 
B.  P.,  Misc.,  I:  71.     n.  p.,  n,  d.     H  pp.     Ath.     W.D.L. 
4C:  IS.  March  1,  1796. 

UeasBge  from  the  President  on  the  Irealy  with  <ireat  Britain.    Fnl.? 
•     n.  p.,  n.  d.    32  pp.    Ath. 

4C:  18.  March  2.  1796. 

Letter  from  Secretary  ot  War  McIIenry.  relative  to  the  naval  equipment 
Fol.    n.  p.,  n.  d.    11  pp.     Ath. 

(^  4C:  IK,  Marrhll,  1796. 

Report,  March  8,  by  Secretary  of  Treasiiry  Wolcot,  on  the  dnmeetif  debt 
;8.  P.,  ITn.,  I:  404-408.     Fol.     n.  p.,  n.  d,     4  p.     Ath.     W.D.I.. 
'  4C:  IS.  .   March  16.  1796. 

Eeport  of  Secretary  ot  Treasury  Wolrwtt,  on 
ease,  J.  Ureeiiman,  and  E.  Pcrti.iB.    Fol.? 
4  C:  18. 
Report  ot  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolrott,  < 
Philadelphia  relative  to  piers  in  the  Delaware  Kiver.     Fol.V    n.  p.,  n.  d. 
—  pp.     Ath.     A.  S.  P.,  Com.  and  Nav.,  1:  343. 
~  4  C:  1  S.  March  26,  1796. 

i  Ifeass^  from  the  President,  CransnjittinK  translation  of  a  letter  from  the 
jrotthe  French  Republic  to  the  Secretary  ot  State.     Fol.?    u.p.,a.d. 


•tition  ot  H.  Yeuton,  G. 
p.,  n.  ci.    —pp.    Ath. 
March  16,  1796. 
II  (letition  ot  mert;hants  of 
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4  V:  1  S.  March  29,  1796. 

Me^eafirc  fnun  tlu>  Prenidcnt,  n^lative  to  affaiix  with  Spain,  especially  with 
refereni'e  to  Florida,  1x)uiHiana,  and  Spaninh  spoliations  on  Ameritian 
eommercv.     Fol.?    n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  pp.     Ath. 

4  C:  IS.  March  30,  1796. 

Metisage  from  the  Pn*si<1ent,  under  H.  rcsohition,  relative  to  the  treatr- 
inakinfi:  IK)wcr8  of  the  (Jovernnicnt  of  the  rnit4?<i  States,  esi)ecially  with 
referen<'e  t<»  the  neceHnity  of  ankinp  the  aH.*»ent  of  the  Houtiie  of  Kepresenta- 
tiven.  Fol.?  n.  j).,  n.  d.  ♦>  pp.  Ath.  W.  I).  L.  Also  in  A.  S.  P.,  For. 
R.,1:  550. 

4C:  1  S.  April  1,  1796. 

Letter  from  StH'n*tary  of  State  Pickering,  submitting  estimates  necessary 
in  connection  with  treaties  with  S]>ain,  Indian  tribes,  and  others,  n.  p., 
n.  d.     11  pp.     Ath. 

4  0:  IS.  April  5,  1796. 

ReiM)rt  of  Sirretary  of  War  McIIenry  (»n  the  claim  of  M.  Poirey,  secre- 
tary and  aid-4le-camp  to  I^fayette.  A.  S.  P.,  Claims,  183.  Fol.?  n.  p., 
n.  d.     —  pp.     Ath. 

4(':  1  S.  April  7,  1796. 

Letter  from  Si-cn^tary  of  Tn^annry  W<>lcott,  submitting  estimates  for 
carrying  out  treaty  with  Spain.     Fol.?    n.  p.,  n.  d.     — p.     Ath. 

4  C':  IS.  April  18,  1796. 

Letter  from  Secretary  of  Tn*asurv  Wolcott,  n*lative  to  an  inatxniracv  in 
the  statement  of  nneipts  and  exi)enditun»8  for  1794.  Fol.  n.  p.,  n.  d. 
6  pp.     Ath.     W.  1).  L. 

4  0:  IS.  May  10,  1796. 

lx*tterH  (May  5)  from  Attorney-! icneral  I^iv,  relative  to  the  amtract 
ma<le  with  John  Oleven  Symmes  n>garding  lands  in  St.  Clair  County. 
Fol.?  n.p.,n.d.  ♦>  pp.  Ato  in  A.  S.  P.,  P.  L.,  1:67-68,  and  in  Misc.,  1:151. 
Ath. 

4  C:  1  S.  May  12,  1796. 

lii'iMirt  of  S<H*n'tary  «»f  Treai<ury  Wolcott  on  im|)orts  from  October  1, 
1794,  to  SepteinlKT.'JO,  17^5.     Fol.     n.]>.,n.  d.     11pp.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

4  V:  1  S.  May  18,  I7m. 

Report  «»f  Secretary  of  Tn'asury  Woltx>tt  on  methods  of  increasing  the 
revenue.  A.  S.  P.,  Fin.,  1:  41.'J-414.  Fol.  n.  p.,n.  d.  4  (3  unp.)  pp. 
Ath.     W.  1).  L. 

lIOrSK    KKI»OllTS. 

4  0:  1  S.  I  )e<^mber  11,1795. 

By  Mr.  MuhlenlM>rg,  on  standing  ruUv  and  onlersof  the  House.  Annals 
of  Congn'SH,  l.'iH-143.     n.  p.,n.  d.     — p.     Ath. 

4  0:  IS.  December  14, 1795. 

By  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  addrej^s  of  the  House  to  the  President  n.  p., 
n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

4  0:  1  S.  l)eceml)er  22,  1795. 

Rei>ort  by  Mr.  Tracy  on  jK^titicm  of  IkMijamin  Titcomb  and  others, 
n.  p..u.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 
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4C;  IS.  IJeteiiiber 2W,  ITiK^ 

Report  iiy  Mr.  Harriaoii  on  surveys  of  cuaatot  Georgia,  ii.  p.,  n.  d.  —  p. 
Ath.     A.  S.  P.,  Com.  atid  Nav.,  Ir  318. 

4C:  1  S.  January  11,  1796. 

By  Mr.  Goodhue,  on  the  petition  ii(  J.  Devereux  aod  others  r^gardinx 
remimion  of  dutiea.    A.  S.  P,,  Fin.,  1:  383.     —  p.    Alh. 

4  C;  1  8.  January  la,  !7i«i. 

Bv  Mr.  Venable,  on  the  cUini  of  John  Richanle  to  a  erat  in  the  House. 

I  A.  8.  P.,  MiBc.,  1:  134.    —  p.     Alh. 
j"  4  C:  I  S.  January  26,  ITiW. 

I    By  Mr.  Traey,  on  the  petitiou  of  S.  Clark  aud  others.    —  p.     Ath. 
4C;  IS.  January  26,  I7(W. 

I    By  Mr.  Tracy,  on  petition  of  John  Griffin.    —  p.     Ath. 
4C:  IS.  January  27,  17%. 

I    By  Mr.  Venable,  on  contest«l  election  of  Israel  Bmith.    A.  S,  P.,  Misc., 
b  133.    —  p.    Ath. 
4C;  1  8.  January  a»,  1796. 

By  Mr-  Parker,  regarding  huildine  and  equipping  of  frigatt^  to  protect 
trade  of  Unit«d  Stales  against  the  Algerine»;  n.  p.,  ii.  d.  5  \i.  A.  8.  P., 
Nav.  1:  19-25.     Ath.     W.  D.  J.. 

4  0:  IS  February  2,  17lt6. 

By  Mr.  Livingston,  on  memorial  on  Nit-holae  Kooirevett  and  JaoobMark, 
regarding  mining  United  States  lands.  A.  S.  P.,  Misc.,  1:  140.  ^  p. 
Ath. 

4  C:  1  8.  .  February  4,  ITtti. 

By  Mr.  William  Smith,  regarding  payment  of  public  debt.    A.  S.  P., 
384;  n.  p..  n.  il.    2  pp.     Ath. 

4  C:  1  S.  February  8,  1796. 

By  Mr.  Goodhue,  on  petitions  of  I.  Loring,  sundry  merchanta  of  Phila- 

delphJaand  New  York,  J.  It.  8ilva,  N.  Soinee,  and  J.  Strange,  relative  to 

drawback  and  remiMious  of  duty.     A.  S.  P.,  Fin.,  1:  384,  385;  n.  p.,  n.  d. 

—  p.    Ath. 

4  C:  1  S.  February  12,  1796. 

Uy  Mr.  Livingslon,  relative  to  an  application  to  Confiress  for  exclaeive 
right  of  searcbing  for  and  working  mines  in  Northwest  an<l  ,Soathwest  ter- 
ritory, by  N.  I.  Rooaeveit,  J.  Mark,  and  oihere.    —  p.     Ath. 

4C:  1  8.  February  15,  1790. 

By  Mr.  Oihnaii,  on  petition  of  sundry  refugees  from  Canada  and  Niiva 

la,  John   Blake,   Joseph   Buldon,   John   D.   Mercier,  aud   Benjamin 

4  C:  IS. 
i  By  Mr.  William  Smith, 


4  C:  18. 

L  By  Mr.  Uvingstiin,  relutivi'  to  iiiip 
"      4  pp,     Also  A.  8.  P.,  For.  Rcl. 


Feliruary  25,  1796. 
of  American  seamen. 
Ath.,  W.D.L. 
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4  C:  IS.  March  9,  1796. 

By  Mr.  Venable,  on  credentials  of  David  Baird,  Representative  from 
Pennsylvania.     A.  S.  P.,  Misc.,  1:  142.     Ath.     — p. 

4  C:  IS.  March  10,  1796. 

By  Mr.  Ilillhouse,  on  the  President's  message  accompanying  letter  from 
the  governor  of  the  territory  south  of  the  Ohio  River,  regarding  the  titlee 
of  settlers.     A.  S.  P.,  P.  L.,  1 :  33.     —  p.     Ath. 

4  C:  IS.  March  15,  1796. 

By  Mr.  Venable,  on  petitions  of  sundry  citizens  relative  to  election  of 
J.  B.  Vamum,  c»f  Massachusetts.     A.  S.  P.,  Misc.,  1:  145.    — p.     Ath. 

4  C:  1  S.  March  17,  1796. 

By  Mr.  Smith,  on  increase  of  revenue.  A.  S.  P.,  Fin.,  1:  409-410.  n.  p., 
n.d.     Up.     Ath.     W.D.L. 

4  C:  1  S.  March  25,  1796. 

By  Mr.  Baldwin,  on  army  organization.     A.  S.  P.,  Mil.  Af.,  1:  112-115. 

—  p.     Ath. 

4C:  1  S.  April  4,  1796. 

By  Mr.  Thatcher,  on  alterations  in  the  act  to  establish  the  post-office  and 
post-roads  within  the  Uniteil  States.  A.  S.  P.,P.  0.,  16.  n.  p.,n.  d.  — p. 
Ath. 

4  C:  1  S.  April  12, 1796. 

By  Mr.  Dearl)orn,  on  message  from  the  President  relative  to  territory  of 
the  United  States  south  of  the  river  Ohio.     A.  S.  P.,  Misc.,  1: 147.     Ath. 

4  C:  1  S.  April  12,  1796. 

By  Mr.  Harrison,  on  weights  and  measures.  A.  S.  P.,  Misc.,  1:  148. 
7  pp.     Ath. 

4  C:  1  S.  April  12, 1796. 

By  Mr.  Tracy,  on  th?  i)etition  of  John  (libbons,  relative  to  settlement 
of  military  claims  of  Georgia.     A.  S.  P.,  Claims,  185-188.-    Ath. 

4C:  1  S.  April  26, 1796. 

l^y  Mr.  Livingston,  on  the  truth  of  the  infornmtion  that  a  son  of  General 
I^fayette  is  in   the  United   States.     A.  S.  P.,  Misc.,  1:  149.     n.  p.,n.  d. 

—  I>p.     Ath. 

4  C:  1  S.  May  3, 1796. 

By  Mr.  William  Smith,  reganling  refusal  of  the  bank  to  renew  Govern- 
ment loans.     A.  S.  P.,  Fin.,  1:  142.     Ath. 

4  C:  1  S.  May  7,  1796. 

By  Mr.  Tnwty,  on  the  memorial  of  S.  (i.  and  C.  Fowler,  administrators 

of  S.  Fowler,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

4C:1S.  May  9,  1796. 

By  Mr.  Lyman,  on  fortifications.     A.  S.  P.,  Mil.  Af.,  1:  115-116.     n.  p., 

n.  d.     — p.     Ath. 

4C:  1  S.  May  12,1796. 

By  Mr.  W .  Smith,  on  preemption  rights  northwest  of  the  Ohio.  A.  S. 
P.,  L.,  1:  68.     n.  p.,  u.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 


rait 
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4  C:  1  8.  Mav  12,  ITHti- 

By  Mr.  Coit,  on  plavery  in  the  Northwestern  Territory.     A.  S.  P.,  L., 
1:68-70.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —p.     Ath. 

4  C:  18.  May  13.  ITltfi. 

By  Mr.  Tracy,  on  the  i^laim  of  the  estate  nf  Cienerai  Greene.     A.  B.  P., 
Claims,  lfltt-190.     n.  p.,  n.  d,     —  p.    .\th. 

4  C:  1  S.  May  13.  1796. 

By  Mr.  Venable,  on  petition  «l  Matthew  Lyon  under  election  of  lerael 
,n.  d.     —p.     Ath. 


4  Ci  1  8. 


May  17.  : 


71W. 

n  deceased 


By  Mr.  Tracy,  on  an  act  niakinK  n 
clerka.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

4  C:  1  S.  May  17,  1796. 

By  Mr.  Tracy,  "on  the  petition  of  A.  Fowler  regnrdinR  land  claime  for 
aervices  nnder  the  Kinj;  prior  to  the  Uovolntion.  A.  S.  P.,  P.  L.,  1 :  70. 
n.  p.,  n.  d.    —  p.     Ath. 

4C:  1  8.  May  18.  I79ti. 

By  Mr.  Wiiliam  Smith,  on  approprialions  for  the  military  and  naval 
estahlialimeot^  of  the  Tnited  ^tateo,  and  payment  of  military  penaiana  fur 
the  year  1796.     n.  p..  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

4  0:  1  8.  May  26,  1796. 

the  petition  of  O.  Pollock,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

May  26,  17B6. 
petition  ot'Henry  Hill.     n.  p.,  n.  d.    —  p.    Ath. 

May  31,  17B6. 
letter  ( referred  D««mber  23, 1 795 )  from  the  Secretary 


lithe  Treaanry  relative  to  unadjnsteil  claJmH. 


I.  d. 


Ath. 


4  C:  2  8.  Decemher  7,  1796. 

I  Annual  raeesage  from  the  President,    n.  p..n.'t.    9  p.    W.  D.  L. 
4  C:  2  8.  Det«mber  10,  1796. 

I  Acconnta  of  Treasurer  of  the  United  fitat4«,  Samuel  Meredith,  for  quar- 
»  ending  June  30  and  September  30, 1796.     n.p.,n.d.     —p.     W.D.L. 
4  C:  2  S.  December  16,  1796. 

Klteport  of  CominiMtonera  of  the  Sinking  Fund.    n.  p.,  n.  d.    tip.    Atb. 
?.P.. Fin., 1:465. 
4C:2S.     House?  December  20,  1796. 

LBeportof  Secretary  of  State  Pickering  on  the  Mint.     A.  8.  P..  Fin.,  1; 
8.     n.p.,n.d.     5pp.,12ft-141.     Ath.,W.n.r.. 
4  C:  2  8.  Decemtier  21,  1796. 

Memorial   by  CommiBgioners  Guatavna  Scott,  William  Thomti)n,  and 
inder  White  on  institution  of  a  national  univertuty.     n.  p.,  n.  d.    6  p. 

4C;  2S.  Jannary  13,  17»7. 

t  Petition  of  the  Illinois  and  Wabash  Land  Company.     A.  8.  P.,  P.  L., 
.;  72-73.    n.  p.,  a.  d.    —  p.     Ath. 
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4  C:  2  S.  January  26,  1797. 

Report  of  the  CoinniisHionere  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  A,  8.  P.,  Fin.,  1:  467- 
470.     n.  p.,n.d.     — p.     Ath. 

SENATE   REPORTS. 

4  C:  2  S.  February  10,  1797. 

By  Mr.  Se<lgwick,  on  methcHl  of  electing  the  President  and  Vice-Prepi- 
dent,  etc.     n.  p.,n.  d.     — p.     Ath. 

4  C:  2  S.  March  2,  1797. 

By  Mr.  Rosh,  on  tlie  southern  and  wt^tern  limits  of  Georgia.  A.  S.  P., 
P.  L.,1:  79-80.     n.  p.,n.<l.     — p.     Ath. 

HOUSE    DOCIMENTS. 

4  C:  2  S.  December  7,  1796. 

Annual  message  from  the  President.  Philadelphia,  Onnrod  and  Conrad, 
1786.     12  p.     Ath.  W.D.L.? 

4  C:  2  S.  December  12,  1796. 

lA^tter  accompanying  sundry  statements  regarding  annual  expenditure 
of  the  War  Department  from  the  commencement  of  preeent  Government 
to  December  31,  1795.     n.  p.,n.d.     7, 15, 19  p.,  2  bdsde.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

4  C:  2  S.  December  16,  1796. 

Annual  rejKjrt  of  Secretary  of  Trea8ur\'  Wokx)tt,  with  estimates  for  the 
coming  year.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     33  p.     W.  D.  L.  ? 

4  C:  2  S.  December  16,  1796. 

lA^tter  from  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott,  regarding  drawbacks. 
A.  S.  P.,  Fin.,  1:  471-473.     n.  p.,  n.  d.    4  pp.,  1  l)d8<l.    Ath.    W.  D.  L. 

4  C:  2  S.  December  20,  1796. 

lA»tter  from  Secretary  of  State  Pickering,  recommending  alterations  in 
the  Ignited  States  Mint.     n.  p.,  n.  «1.     19  pp.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

4  C:  2  S.  December  26,  1796. 

Letter  from  Secretary  of  War  McHonry,  rei>orting  on  petition  of  H.  L. 
Wliite.     Also  A.  S.  P.,  Ind.,  1:  585.     n.  p.,  n.  d.    — p.    Ath. 

4  C:  2  S.  December  29,  1796. 

Letter  from  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott,  on  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments during  1795.     Ath. 

4  C:  2  S.  December  29,  1796. 

Rei>ort  (I)eceml)er  28)  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott  on  the  public 
debt.     A.  S.  P.,  Fin.,  1:  481-491.     n.  p.,n.  d.     — p.     Ath. 

4  C:  2  S.  December  29,  1796. 

Letter  fn>m  Secretary  of  Treiisury  Wolcott,  transmitting  report  of  Com- 
missioners of  Washington  City  with  documents  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  and  F.  n.  p., 
n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

4  C:  2  S.  January  13,  1797. 

Letter  from  Attorney-General  I>ee,  re|)orting  on  the  petition  of  F.  For- 
syth.    Ath. 

4  C:  2  S.  January  19,  1797. 

JAittvr  from  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott,  transmitting  estimate  of 
Secretary  of  War  McHenry  for  naval  purposes  and  fortifications.     Ath. 
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4  C:  2  S.  January  25,  1797. 

Letter  from  Secretary  of  War  McHenry  on  the  naval  equipment,  n.  p., 
n.d.     llp.,lbdiHl.     W.  D.  L. 

4  C:  2  S.  January  26,  1797. 

Ke]>ort  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  n.  p.,  n.  d.  —  p. 
Ath. 

4C:  2S.  January  27,  1797. 

Accounts  of  TreasuriT  of  the  United  States,  Samuel  Meredith,  of  WrT 
Department  exiH'nditures  for  quarter  ending  December  31,  1796.     n.  p. 
n.  d.     —  p.     W.  D.  L. 

4  C:  2  8.  February  20,  1797. 

Letter  from  Secretary  of  War  McIIenry,  under  II.  Res.  Febniary  15, 
relative  to  expenditures  during  1796  in  military  departments,  n.  p.,n.  "^, 
S  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

HOUSE  REPORTS. 

4  C:  2  S.  December  9,  1796. 

By  Mr.  Gilnian,  on  unfinished  business  of  last  session.     8  p.     Ath. 

4  C:  2  S.  December  21,  1796. 

By  Mr.  Madison,  on  memorial  of  commissioners  of  Washington  city 
relative  to  the  establishment  of  a  national  university.  A.  S.  P.,  Misc., 
1:  153.     n.  p.,  n.  <l.     6  p.     W.  D.  L. 

4  C:  2  S.  December  22,  1796. 

By  Mr.  Tracey,  on  the  i)etition  of  J.  Gibbons.     Ath. 

4C:  2S.  January  5,  1797. 

By  Mr. (May  27,  179()),  on  petition  of  John  Carr,  late  lieutenant 

in  Third  Maryland  Regiment.     Ath. 

4C:  2S.  January  11,  1797. 

By  Mr.  Swift,  on  the  promotion  of  agriculture.  A.  S.  P.,  Misc.,  1:  151. 
n.  p.,  n.  d.     8  p.     Ath. 

4  C:  2  S.  February  3,  1797. 

By  Mr.  Jeremiah  Smith,  on  memorial  of  Illinois  and  Wabash  Land  CJom- 
pany.     A.  S.  P.,  P.  L.,  1:  74-75.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     4  p.     Ath. 

4  C:  2  S.  February  10,  1797. 

By  Mr.  William  Lyman,  on  fortifications  of  forta  and  harbors.  A.  S.  P., 
Mil.  Af.,  1:  116.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     4  p.     Ath. 

SENATE   DOCUMENTS. 

5  C:  1  S.  May  16,  1797. 
Message  from  the  President,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     12  p.     Ath.,  W.  D.  L. 

4  0:  1  S.  May  16,  1797. 
Docmnents  accompanying  message  of  the  President  of  this  date.     n.  p., 

n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  IS.  May  19,  1797. 
Report,  May  17,  from  Secretar\'  of  State  Pickering  on  foreign  relations. 

A.  S.  P.,  For.  R.,  2:  5-18.     Philadelphia,  W.  Ross.     63  p.     W.  D.  L.     Ath. 
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HOrSK   IXKTMENTH. 

5  C:  1  8.  June  3,  1797. 

Letter  from  Secretary  of  Treasury  Woleott  transmitting  report  and  ac- 
counts of  coniuiissioners  of  Washinj^ton  city  to  May,  1797,  with  documentii 
A,  B,  C,  D,  and  E.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     15  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  1  S.  June  12,  1797. 

Message,  June  12,  from  the  President  on  the  Florida  boundary.  A.  S.  P., 
For.  R.,  2:  20-27.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     ^  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

5  C:  1  S.  June  14,  1797. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Woleott  on  the  national  finances,  n.  p., 
n.  d.     15  p.     \V.  D.  L. 

5  C:  1  S.  June  19,  1797. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  War  Mc^Henry  reganling  corps  of  artillerists  and 
engineers  in  servict*  of  the  United  States,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     — p.     Ath. 

5  C:  1  S.  June  22,  1797. 

Message  from  the  President  transmitting  rei>ort  of  Secretary  of  State 
Pickering  regarding  depredations  on  commerce  of  United  States  by  Spain, 
Great  Britain,  and  France.  A.  S.  P.,  For.  R.,  2:  28-65.  Philadelphia, 
n.  d.     10  p.     6  docs.     1  Inlsd.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

HOUSE   REPORTS. 

5  C:  1  8.  June  10,  1797. 

By  Mr.  Livingston,  on  fortiti  cat  ions.  A.  S.  P.,  Mil.  Af.,  1:  117-119.  n.  p., 
n.  d.     —  p.     Ath.     L. 

SENATE   IKX-UMENTS. 

5  G:  2  S.  December  4,  1797. 

Report  of  tlie  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund.  A.  S.  P.,  Fin.,  1: 
497-503.     Atli. 

5  C:  2  S.  December  14,  1797. 

Report  of  Commissioners  Scott,  Thornton,  and  White  on  Washington 
city.     10  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  January  1,  1798. 

Secretary  of  State  Pickering  on  ratification  of  amendments  to  Constitu- 
tion,    n.  p.,  n.  d.     12  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  January  8,  1798. 

Message  from  the  President  in  regard  to  treaty  with  the  Cherokees. 
A.  S.  P.,  Ind.     Af.,  1:  iy'M.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     1  p.     Ath.     L. 

5C:  2S.  January  8,  1798. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Woleott  on  importations.  A.  S.  P., 
Com.  and  Nav.,  1:  36.'i-371.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     2  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  January  18,  1798. 

Message  from  the  President  on  imprisonment  for  debt.  A.  S.  P.,  Misc., 
1:  162-163.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     H  p.     Ath. 

5C:  2S.  January  23,  1798. 

Message  innn  the  President  transmitting  report  from  Secretary  of  State 
Pickering  on  relations  with  Spain.  A.  S.  P.,  For.  R.,  2:  78^103.  n.  p., 
n.  d.     91  p.     Ath. 
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5  C:  2  S. 

Jariimry  N 

i7tm. 

1 

Lptterfnim  Secrelary  of  TreHHiirj-  Wolcotl.     n.  p..  n.  li.     — 

]<.     Ath.                                     1 

3  C:  2  S. 

Febniary  3 

17P8. 

Message  from  the  Piwitlent  o 

n  relations  with  Great  Britair 

.     A. 

s.  p., 

For.  R.,  2;  103-115.     ii.  p.,  n. 

1.    -p.     Alh. 

5  C:  2  S. 

February  5 

1788. 

Message  from  the  Preeident 

on  outragea  i-ommitted  hy  Frenrh 

ships 

within  Americau  watent.    A.S 

P.,  For.  R.,  2:110-110.     Atli 

■ 

6  C;  2  8. 

Febraary  7 

17fl«. 

^^^H 

Articles  of  impeiichmeiit  iijpi 

i-t  Si-miior  \V.  Blounl.    Mb. 

^^^H 

5  C:  2  S. 

February  12 

17tl8, 

^^^H 

Message  from  the  President. 

nil  crintingent  expenses,    n.  p 

n.  d. 

^n 

Ath. 

5  C:  2  S. 

February  23 

1798. 

Heaaage  trum  the  President 

^Boott,  Thornton,  and  White  on 

the  Federal  city,    n.  p.,  n.  d. 

Up. 

Alh.                             1 

5C:  as. 

March  5 

1798. 

1 

n  relations  with  France.     A.  9 

P„For.R..                             1 

fc:150-161.     A.S.P.. Fin.. 2:  1.50-151.    Ath. 

1 

5  C:  2  S. 

March  19 

1798. 

Message  from  the  President,  < 

n  relations  with  France.    A.S.P-.For.B.,                               1 

f:  152.     Printed:  not  found.    Translated  into  French  hy  M. 

Peltier 

pub- 

Jiahed  by  T.  Baylw,  London,  I 

88.     70  p.     W.  D.  L. 

5  C:  2  8. 

April  3 

1798. 

Hesssgc  triim  tiie  President. 

n  relations  with  France.     A.  S 

P..F 

r.K., 

S  153-168.     n.  p.,  n.  <l.     71  p. 

Ath. 

5  C:  2  S. 

May  4 

171t8. 

Heeeage  from  the  President 

on  reliitions  with  France.     A.  H.  P 

For. 

kel.,  2:  160-182.     n.  p.,  n.  d. 

2  ],,     \\\  I).  L. 

5  C:  2  9. 

May  28 

1798. 

.tl,  Th.inilun,  aii.l  While  nn 

Washingt<,n                               | 

5lty.    n.p.,n.d.     15  p.    Alh. 

5  C:  2  S. 

.lune  7, 

1798. 

'  Message  from  the  President. 

n  relations  with  France.     A.  S 

P..  For.  R.,                              1 

K 186-188.    n,p.,u.d.     15  p. 

Ath. 

6C:  2  8.     S.  n<ie. 

-Tune  21. 

1798. 

MeBsagefrom  the  President,! 

1  rel..tion«  with  France.     A.S 

P.,  y. 

r.R., 

IB:  19lt-201-202.    Ath. 

5  C:  2  S. 

June  27, 

1798. 

Mt«age  from  the  Prr^i'leiit,  o 

n  immigration  from  West  Indie 

9.     A. 

S.P., 

)?br.R.,2:201.    Ath. 

5  C:  2  H. 

February  23. 

1798. 

By  Mr.  Rose,  -n   l>ouiidBrit«  of  Georgia  and  West  Florida.     A. 

8.  P.,                    ^ 

Hiai.'.,  I:I78-17».     Alh. 

i 
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5  C:  2  S.  March  1,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Liverniore,  on  rules  for  the  impeachment  of  W.  Blount.    Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  March  19,  1798. 

Report  by  Mr.  MarBhall,  on  petition  of  Mai^^aret  Lapeley.  n.  p.,  n.  d. 
— p.     Ath. 

IIOIHE   DOCTMENTB. 

5  C:  2  S.  December  5,  1797. 

ReiK>rt  of  coinmiflsioners  of  linking  fund.  Philadelphia,  Z.  Poulson  and 
W.  Young.     1-8,  1  IkIwI.,  11-25  p.     Ath.     \V.  D.  L. 

5  C:  2  S.  December  11,  1797. 

Annual  repi>rt  an<l  estimates  of  Sei^retary  of  Treasury  Wolcott.  n. 
p.,  n.  d.     47  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  December  19,  1797. 

Report  of  Director  of  thfe  Mint,  EHas  Boudinot.  A.  S.  P.,  Fm.,  1:  503- 
5a5.     Philadelphia,  n.  d.     8  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

5  C:  2  8.  December  28,  1797. 

Report  of  Set^retary  of  Treasurer  Wolcott,  on  the  claim  of  General  Kos- 
ciusko.    A.  S.  P.,  Claims,  207-208.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

5C:  2S.  Januarys,  1798. 

Report  by  Secretary  of  War  McHenry,  under  H.  resolution  of  Decem- 
ber 28,  1797,  on  running  a  line  from  Clinch  River  to  Chilhowee  Mountain. 
Cheroket?  Boundary,  A.  S.  P.,  Ind.  Af.,  1 :  628-631.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  January  8,  1798. 

lieport  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott,  under  H.  Res.,  March  3,  1797, 
on  importi^  from  0('U>l)cr  1.  1794,  to  Septcnilwr  30,  1796.  Pol.  W.  Roes. 
n.  p.,  n.  d.     (3)  p.,  2  iKlsds.     W.  I).  L. 

5  C:  2  8.  January  11,  1798. 

Report  of  8t»cretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott,  on  foreign  coins.  A.  S.  P., 
Finance,  1:  506.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     6  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  January  25,  1798. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott,  under  H.  Ree.,  February  2, 
1797,  on  the  collection  of  revenue.  A.  8.  P.,  Finance,  1:  506-^7.  n.  p., 
n.d.     158  p.     Ath.     W.  I).  L. 

5  C:  2  8.  February  6,  1798. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott,  on  petition  of  mhabitants  of 
Newport.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  8.  February  7,  1798. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott,  under  H.  Res.  of  March  3, 1797, 
on  the  military  and  naval  establishments  and  the  fortifications  of  the 
United  States.  A.  8.  P.,  Fin.,  1:  507-551.  Fol.  n.  p.  W.  Ross.  n.d. 
(56)  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

5  C:  2  S.  February  9,  1798. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott,  on  drawbacks  as  compared  with 
duties  paid  during  1794-1796.  A.  S.  P.,  Fin.,  1:  551-552.  Fol.  n.  p.  W. 
Ross.     n.  d.     (3)  p.,  1  bds<l.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 
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5  C:  2  8.  F.-bruary  19,  1798. 

I    Heegsge  (mm  the  President,  on  claims  apainBt  Creat  Britain.     A.  8.  P., 
:  119-123.     n.p.,n,<i.     12  p.     Alh. 
5  C ;  2  S.  February  23,  1798. 

Bepprt,  February  21,  of  Secretary  of  TreaBury  \\  oioott,  under  H.  Res. 
Ijaniiarv  6,  1797,  on  internal  revenue.  A.  S.  R.  Fin.,  1:  657-575.  Pol. 
|iLp.    J.  H,  Oswalil.     12  (22)  p.    Atli.     W,  D,  L. 

5C:  2S.  March  I,  1798. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Statu  Pickering,  under  H.  Res.,  November  29, 
WnW7,  on  tbe  impressment  of  American  Heainen.     A.S.P.,  For.  R.,  2:  126- 
flBO.      A.  8.  P.,  Com.  and  Nav.,  1:  372-376.      Fol.    Pbiladelphia,  Way  4 
I.    n.d.  1-9.  J  iHlsd.,  ll-63p.    Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

5C:  2  8.  March  5,  1798. 

Bpeech  of  Albert  Gallatin,  on  the  foreign   intercnurue   bill,  xalaries   of 
Lniatera,  etc.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     18  p.    Ath.     W.  P,  I,. 

5C:  2  8.  March  30,  1798. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treaaury  Wolcott,  on  ci>ntract8  for  subsistence  of 
"  e  Anny.    n.  p.,  n.  d.    —  p.    Ath. 

5C:  2  8.  Aprils,  1798. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcoit,  under  H.  Res.,  April  4, on  ton- 
^   duties.      Fol.      Philadelphia,  Way   A   GroB,      n.  d.   (7)   p.      Ath. 
IF.  D.  L. 

5C:  28.  April  11,  17S1H. 

■  Letter  of  Secretary  of  War  Mi'Ilenry,  on  iniTeatie  in  naval  force  for  the 
retection  of  commerce  and  defence  uf  tln^  cuinlrj-.  A.  S.  P,,  Nav.  Af., 
;  3+-3fl.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     10  y.     Alh. 

6C:  2  8.  April  12,  1798. 

Beport  of  Secretary  of  War  M<'Henry,  im  jjurclittacB  of  tannori.     n.  p., 

7  p.    Ath. 

5C:  2  8.  April  13,  1788. 

<   Beport  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott,  on  petition  of  luerchantJ!  of 

"ftilailelphia.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     14  p.,  4  bads.     Ath.     W.  D.  L.     Beprinled 

'a  H.  Rep.  March  19,  7  C:  1  S.,  by  Mr.  Samuel  Smith. 

5C;  28.  April  16,  1798. 

f   fiepurt,  April  13.  of  Secretary  of  War  McIIenry,  under  U.  Rea.,  March 
1  military  expenditures  during  1797.     Philadelphia,  Way  &  CiroEf. 
Fol.     32  p.     W.  D.  1..? 
5  0:  2  8.  April  18,  1798. 

Beport  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott,  nu  stdaricH  of  ofiii-ers  of  the 
A.a?-,  Fin.,  I:  576-579.     Philadelphia,  Joseph  Gales. 


5C:  2S.  April  23.  1798. 

K-I.etter  from  Secretary  of  War  McHenry.  under  two  Houm-  ftwilulions, 
March  28,  on  estimates  for  the  (Quartermaster's  Department  of  the  Army. 
"  hilailelphia,  Ji«<'ph  Gules,     n.  d.     15  p.     Alh.     W.  D.  L. 
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5  C:  2  S.  May  1,  1798. 

Report,  April  2,  of  iSecretary  of  War  McHenry,  under  House  reeolutioos, 
January  15  and  March  16,  on  cau8t»8  of  increased  expenditures  lor  the 
Navy.  A.  S.  P.,  Nav.  Af.,  1:37-64.  Fol.  Philadelphia,  W.  Robb.  iLd. 
54  p.,  1  bdsd.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

5  C:  2  S.  May  14,  1798. 

U.  S.  Treai^urer'H  accounts  of  public  moneys  from  January  1  to  December 
31,  1797,  and  of  War  Department  funds,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  May  25,  1798. 

letter  from  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott,  on  quotas  of  respective 
States  in  a  tax  of  two  millions,  etc.     A.  8.  P.,  Fin.,  1:588-590.     n.  p.,  n.  d. 

—  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  May  28,  1798. 

I>etter  from  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott,  submitting  estimates  for  pay 
of  clerks  in  offices  of  conimiHsioner  of  loans,     n.  p.     —  p.     Ath. 

5  0:  2S.  May  29,  1798. 

letter  from  Sti'retary  of  Treasury  Wolcott,  on  the  seat  of  government 
of  the  United  States,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  June  18,  1798. 

Message  from  the  Presiilent,  on  relations  with  France.  A.  S.  P.,  For.  R., 
2: 188-199.     Philadelphia,  Joseph  dales,     n.  <1.     72  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

norSE   KEI*ORTH. 

5  C:  2  S.  November  20,  1797. 

By  Mr.  Macon,  on  unfinishe<l  business  of  preceding  sessions,     n.  p.,  n.  d. 

—  p.     Ath. 

r>  (;:  2  S.  November  22,  1797. 

By  Mr.  Livingston,  on  operation  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  American 
seamen,     p.  21-41,  2  Inlnds.     W.  D.  L.     Ath. 

5  0:  2  S.  December  8,  1797. 

By  Mr.  Havens,  on  reix)rt  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint.     —  p.     Ath. 

5  (':  2  S.  December  8,  1797. 

By  Mr.  Venable,  on  the  petition  of  John  Carr.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath, 

5  C:  2  S.  Deixnnber  11,  1797. 

By  Mr.  llari)er,  on  necessary  alterations  in  the  "Act  laying  duties  on 
stampeil  paper."     n.p.,n.  d.     — p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  December  11,  1797. 

By  Mr.  Venable,  on  circulation  of  foreign  coins.  A.  S.  P.,  Fin.,  1:  503. 
n.  p.,  n.  <l.     —  p.     Ath. 

5  0:  2  S.  Decern l)er  11,  1797. 

By  Mr.  Macon,  on  laws  soon  to  expire,  n.  p.,  n.  d.  p.  103-106.  Ath. 
W.  D.  L, 

5  0:  2  S.  Deceml>er  15,  1797. 

By  Mr.  tlarper,  on  method  of  taking  evidence  in  cases  of  contested  elec^ 
tions  of  nieml>ers  of  the  House.     A.  S.  P.,  Misc.,  1:159-160.      n.  p.,  n.  d. 

—  p.     Ath. 
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Bv  Mr.  Harper,  on  [M'tition  ol 
Aid. 
.5  C:  2  S. 
Ry  Mr.  Piuckney,  an  the  remo 
Tenuemee.     A.  S.  P.,  Ini).  Af.. 
W.  D.  L. 


l)ei*uilier  18,  1797. 
W.  TomlinBon  and  others.     n.p..n.cl. 

Deceralier  20,  1787. 
slraiice  uud  petition  of  the  legislature  □( 
:H2H.     n.  p..  n.  .1.     (2),  p.  162.     Ath. 


.^  C:  2  S.  December  20, 1797. 

^^_  By  Mr.  Fosler,  on  petition  ot  Comfort  Snnda.    n.  p.,  n.  d.    —  p.    Ath. 
^m  5  C:  2  S.  December  22,  1797. 

^m  By  Mr.  Fojfair,  on  i>etition  of  A.  Banley.    n.  p.,  n.  d,    —  p.    Ath. 
^E  5  C:  2  8.  DiH'euiber  26,  1797. 

^K   By  Mr.  Sewall.  on  protection  of  Acnerii-an  i:oninierce.     A.  8.  P.,  For.  B.. 
^B:  77-78.    Ath. 

^m  6  C:  2  8.  Da-ember  27,  1797. 

^M    By  Mr.  Livingston,  on  tlie   Lie  (.iraa^e  claim.     A.  H.  P.,  ClainiB,  20&-207. 
^pLp.,  n.d.    —p.    Ath, 
m^  5  C:  2  S.  December  29,  1797. 

By  Mr.  Livingeton,  uii  [letitions  uf  0.  Cofife.  A.  Wood,  jr.,  ami  R. 
Hooper,     n.  p.,  n.  d.    —  p.     Ath. 

6C;  2  8.  January  I,  1798. 

By  Mr.  J.  WilliaraB,  on  establiBhing  a  uniform  militia  throtighoiii  the 
|Tiut«<t  8tat«e.     n.  p.,  n.d.    —p.     Ath. 

5C:  2  8.  .lununry  2,  1798. 

[   By  Mr.  Foiter,  on  petition  of  S.  Alexaniler,  widow  of  the  lat«  major- 
vttai.  Earl  of  Stirling,     n.  p.,  n.  d.    —  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  January  2,  1798. 

k  By  Mr.  Livingston,  on  the  petition  of  Peter  Aupois.     A.  S.  P.,  Fin., 


lifiOS. 


n.  d.    —  p.     Ath. 


[             6  C:  2  8. 

January  4, 

1798. 

tBy  Mr.  Fcwter.  oi 

1  meuorial  ot  W.  Alexander,     n.  p.,  ii.  d. 

—  p.     Atli. 

t           5  C:  2  8. 

January  4. 

1798. 

BjMr.LivingBtoi 

J,  ou  the  petition  of  W,  Bf  11.     A.  S.  I'„  Misc. 

.,l:16iMei. 

.p..n.d.    -p. 

Ath. 

;            5  0;  2  8. 

January  «, 

1798. 

,»y  Mr.  FoHter,  oi 

a  petition  of  J.  Frank,     n.  p.,  ii.  d.     —  p. 

Ath. 

'             5C:  2S. 

January  H, 

1798. 

'By  Mr.  Livingatoi 

1,  ou  petitionofN,  Cutter.     A.S.  P.,  Fin.,  1 

:506.     n.p., 

U.    —p.    Ath. 

6C:  2  8.  January  Ifi,  179H. 

1  By  Mr.  Sewall,  on  Preaideut's  messaire  relative  to  ]irote('tion  of  Ameri- 
«m  commerce.  A.S.  P.,Nav.  Af.,  l:32-.(:i.  n.  p.,  n.d.  7  p;  also  p.  2lM- 
272.     Ath.     W.  D.  1,. 

6  0:  2  8.  January  17,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Foetor,  on  [«titioii  o(  John  Carr.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 
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5  C:  2  S.  January  18,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Foster,  on  the  petition  of  Lucy  Clark,     n.  p,,  n.  d.    —  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  January  19,  1798. 

By   Mr.   ,  letters  to  chainnan  of  committee   of   impeachment 

against  W.  Blount,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath, 

5  C:  2  S.  January  23,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Foster,  on  petitions  of  J.  Nelson  and  S.  Russell,     n.  p.,  n.  d. 

—  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  8.  January  25,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  further  reports  against  William  Blount,  U.  S.  Sena- 
tor,    n.  p.     John  Fenno,  (11)  p.     W.  D.  L. 

5  C:  2  S.  January  28,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  on  memorial  of  the  Quakers,     n.  p.,  n.  d.    — p.    Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  January  29,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Foster,  on  extending  the  provisions  of  an  act  to  protect  the 
frontiers,     n.  p.,  n.  d.    —  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  8.  January  30,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Foster,  on  the  memorial  of  A.  Macomb  and  W.  Edgar,     n.  p., 
n.  d.    —  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  8.  January  31,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Macon,  on  salaries  and  dutit»s  of  departmental  clerks,     n,  p.,  n.  d. 
42  p.;  also  p.  819-360.     Ath.     W.  I).  L. 

5  C:  2  8.  February  2,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Venable,  on  the  proposed  expulsion  of  Matthew  Lyon,  member 
of  the  House,     n.  p.,n.  d.     4  p.     Ath.     W.  1).  L. 

5  C:  2  8.  February  9,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Livingston,  on  duty  on  coal.     A.  8.  P.,  Fin.,  1:  553.     n.  p.,n.  d. 

—  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  8.  February  14,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Foster,  on  iwtition  of  H.  Hill.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     p.  380-394.     Ath. 
W.  b.  L. 

5  0:2  8.  February  14,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Otis,  on  reimbursements  to  Unite<l  8tates  consuls,     n.  p.,n.  d. 

—  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  8.  February  14,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Harper,  on  duties  by  stamps.     A.  8.  P.,  Fin.,  1:  554-557.     n.  p., 
n.  d.'    9  p. ;  also  p.  395-400.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

5  0:  2  8.  February  15,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Livingston,  cm  i)etition  of  U.  8niith  ami  N.  8trong.     n.  p.,n.  d. 

—  p.     Ath. 

5  0:  2  8.  February  20,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Venable,  on  the  expulsion  of  Matthew  Lyon  and  Roger  Griswold, 
members  of  the  House.    A.  8.  P.,  Misc.,  1:  174-178.    n.  p.,n.  d.    — p.    Ath. 

5  0:2  8.  February  26,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Foster,  on  memorials  of  J.  Ball.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 
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5  0:2  S.  February  26,  1798. 

By  Mr.  N.  Smith,  on  the  President's  niest^age  relative  to  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt.     A.  S.  P.,  Misc.,  1:  179.     n.  p.,n.  d. 

—  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  Februar>^  27,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Livingston,  on  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  refugees 
from  the  British  provinces,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  8.  March  8,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Craik,  on  the  memorial  of  the  commissioners  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington,    n.  p.,  n.  d.     — p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  March  8,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Sewall,  on  the  protection  of  American  commerce.  A.  S.  P.,  Nav. 
Af.,  1:  33-34.     Mil.  Af.,  1:  119-120.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

5  0:  2S.  March  19, 1798. 

By  Mr.  Foster,  on  petitions  of  G.  P.  Frost,  0.  Jackson,  and  others,  n.  p., 
n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

5  0:  2  S.  March  22,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Foster,  on  petition  of  J.  Perry,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

5  0:  2  8.  March  26,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Foster,  on  revisal  of  laws  relating  to  {)ensions.  n.  p.,  n.  d.  10  p. 
46:J^72.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

5  0:  2  S.  March  28,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Foster,  on  petition  of  James  Swan.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

5  0:  2  S.  April  2,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Sewall,  on  memorial  of  New  York  Ohamber  of  Commerce,  n.  p., 
n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

5  0:  2  8.  April  18,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Livingston,  on   petition  of  G.  and   H.  Oolhoun.     n.  p.,  n.  d. 

—  p.     Ath. 

5  0:  2  S.  April  25,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Otis,  on  iHJtition  of  J.  Greanleaf  relative  to  relief  of  persons 
imprisoned  for  debt  and  of  remission  of  penalties,  forfeitures,  etc.  A.  S.  P., 
Misc.,  1:  180. 

5  0:  2  S.  April  25,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Foster,  on  i)etition  of  T.  Lewis,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

nV:  2S.  May  1,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Sewall,  on  regulations  relative  to  aliens,    n.  p.,  n.  d.    —  p.    Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  May  1,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Harper,  on  establishing  a  direct  tax.  A.  S.  P.,  Fin.  1:  579-587. 
Fol.     n.  p.,n.d.     6  (11)  p.     Ath.     W.D.  L. 

5  0:  2  S.  May  2,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Foster,  on  petition  of  B.  Wells,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

5  0:2  S.  May  3,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Pinckney,  on  remonstrance  of  the  legislature  of  Georgia.  A.  S.  P., 
Inf.  A f.,  1:  637.     n.  p.,n.  <1.     — p.     Ath. 
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5  0:  2  S.  May  7,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Macon,  on  memorial  of  W.  Simmons,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

5C:  2  8.  May  19,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Foster,  on  i>etition  of  J.  Vaughan.     n.  p.,  n.d.     —  p.     Ath. 

5C:  2S.  May  22,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Sewall,  on  Prej^ident'h?  message  relative  to  protection  of  American 
comraenv.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     — p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  June  13,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Gallatin,  on  U»tter  of  I'nit^Hl  States  surveyor-general,  R.  Put- 
nam,    n.  p.,n.  d.     — p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  June  13,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Gallatin,  on  sales  of  public  land.s.  A.  S.  P.,  P.  L.,  1:  82-83.  n.  p., 
n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.     II.  Doc.  June  22,  1798. 

Instructions  (June  21)  to  the  envoys  extraordinary  from  the  United 
States  to  the  French  Repul)lic.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  2  S.  July  5,  1798. 

By  Mr.  HariKjr,  on  methods  of  accounts,  etc.,  in  the  various  executive 
departments.     A.  S.  P.,  Fin.,  1:  5iK>-r)92.     n.  p.,n.  d.     10  p.     Ath. 

SENATE    DOCUMENTS. 

5  C:  3  S.  Deirtimber  8,  1798. 

Annual  message  from  the  President.  Philadelphia,  J.  Gales,  n.d.  8  p. 
W.  D.  L. 

5  C:  :^  S.  l)eceml)er  31,  1798. 

Message  from  the  President  relative  to  the  reorganization  of  the  Army. 
Ath. 

HOUSE    DOCIMEXTS. 

5  C':  .S  S.  December  17,  1798. 

Reportof  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund.    n.p.,n.  d.     — p.    Ath. 

5  C:  3  S.  Deceml)er  20.  1798. 

Accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  year  ending  June  30, 
1798.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     83  pp.     W.  I).  L. 

5  (^:  3  S.  December  31,  1798. 

Message  from  the  President,  transmitting  reix)rt.s  by  Secretary  of  War 
McIIenry  relative  to  the  organization  of  the  Army.  n.  p.,  n.  d.  (27)  p. 
Ath.     W.  I).  L. 

5  C:  3  S.  January  8,  1799. 

Message  from  the  Presi<lent,  on  contingent  fund.    n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.    Ath. 

5  C::  3  S.  January  18,  1799. 

^lessage  from  the  President,  on  relations  with  France,  with  documents. 
A.  S.  P.,  For.  Rel.,  2:  204-229.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     123,  58  pp.     Ath. 

5C:  3S.  Januarv21,  1799. 

Message  from  the  President,  transmitting  report  of  Secretary  of  State 
Pickering  on  relations  with  France.  A.  S.  P.,  For.  Rel.,  2:  229-238.  n.  p., 
n.  d.     4(5  pp.     Ath. 
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oC:  3  8.  January  31,  179t). 

I>ettor  of  Secrt'tary  of  Treasury  Wolcott,  transmitting  rejwrt  of  tlie 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  on  the  Mint.  A.S.I*.,  Finant»e,  1:  603-611. 
n.  p.     Way  &  Groff.    n.  d.     (4)  pp.,  6  bdeds.     W.  D.  L. 

5  C:  3  8.  February  12,  1799. 
Letter  from  Secretary  of  Navy  Stoddert,  relative  to  the  naval  establish- 
ment, in  connection  with  the  message  from  the  President,     n.  p.,  n.  d. 
—  p.     Ath. 

5  C:  3  8.  February  12,  1799. 

By  Mr.  Foster,  on  petition  of  CJomfort  Sands  et  al.  n.  p.,  n.  d.  —  p. 
Ath*.     W.  L.  T). 

5  C:  3  S.  February  27, 1799. 

KeiH)rt  of  Secretary  of  State  Pickering,  relative  to  the  claim  of  John 
Brown  Cutting.  Philadelphia.  Way  &  Groff.  n.  d.  23  p.  Ath., 
W.  I).  L. 

HOUSE   RKPORTS. 

r>  C:  3  8.  Decemlx^r  27,  1798. 

By  Mr.  Thatcher.  Further  re[)ort  on  laws  near  expiration,  n.  p.,  n.<l. 
4  pp.     Ath. 

5  (^  3  8.  January  21,  1799. 

By  Mr.  Haqjer,  on  ntanip  duties.     12  pp.,  2  Inlsds.     Ath.     W.  I).  L. 

5  C:  3  8.  January  21,  1799. 

By  Mr.  HariR*r,  on  amendments  to  act  regarding  valuation  of  land,  etc. 
A.  8.  P.,  Finance,  1 :  (M)l-602.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     vS  pp.     Ath.     W.  D.  L.? 

r>  (;:  3  8.  January  23,  1799. 

By  Mr.  Parker,  on  bill  for  government  of  Unite<l  States  Navy.  n.  p., 
n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

5  (':  3  8.  February  4,  1799. 

By  Mr.  Dwight  Foster,  on  ix^tition  of  Moses  White,  n.  p.,n.  d.  5  pp. 
Ath'     A.  8.  P.,  Misc.,  1:  I2i). 

SEN.\TE    IKK.'U.MK.\*TS. 

6(':   18.  January  23,  1800. 

Memorial  of  American  Philosophical  Society  for  a  new  census.  A.  8. 
P.,  ^lisc,  1 :  202.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

(>  C:  1  8.  January  23,  1800. 

Mes.'^ige  from  the  Prmdent  on  Spanish  claims.  A.  8.  P.,  For.  Rel., 
2:282.     n.  p.,  n.  <1.     8]).     Ath. 

6C:  18.  April  17,  18(X). 

Mes.*<age  from  tlu'  President,  transmitting  rt»i)ort  of  Secretary  of  War 
McIIenry  on  otiicers  appointed  under  act  of  July  16,  1798.  A.S.  P.,  Mil. 
Af.,  1 :  146-151.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     28  pp.     Ath. 

SENATE   KEFORTS. 

6  C:  1  8.  January  23,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Anderson,  on  i>etition  of  Sanmel  Glass,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

11.  Dcx'.  745,  58-2— vol  1 24 
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6  C:  IS.  February  17,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Tracy,  on  relief  of  J.  Canfieid.     n.  p.,n.  d.    — p.     Ath. 

6  C:  IS.  March  14,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Hillhouse,  on  the  Mint.    A.  S.  P.,  Fin.,  1 :  632,     n.  p.,  n.  d.    —  p. 
Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

6  C:  18.  March  14,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Dayton,  on  breach  of  privilege  on  part  of  William  Duane  [Au- 
rora),   n.  p.,n.  d.     7  pp.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

6  C:  IS.  March  17,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Greene,  on  petitions  of  J.  Russell,  M.  Jackson,  and  others, 
n.  p.,n.  d.     — p.     Ath. 

6  C:  1  S.  March  17,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Greene,  on  petition  relative  to  bills  of  credit,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     7  pp. 
Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

6  C:  IS.  March  22,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Dayton,  on  breach  of  privilege  by  William  Duane.     n.p.,n.d. 

—  p.     Ath. 

6  C:  IS.  March  25,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Dayton,  on  breach  of  privilege  by  William  Duane.     n.  p.,n.<i. 

—  p.     Ath. 

6C:  IS.  March  31,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Livingston,  on  Seth  Harding  claim,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

6  0:  IS.  April  7,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Tracy,  on  confirmation  of  Spanish  land  grants  in  Mississippi, 
n.  p.,n«  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

6  0:  IS.  April  7,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Tracy,  on  petition  of  Thomas  Burling  and  others,     n.  p.,n.d. 

—  p.     Ath. 

6  0:  IS.  April  9,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Gunn,  on  Mississippi  territory,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

HOrSE   I>OCUMENT9. 

6  0:  IS.  December 5,  1799. 

Message  from  the  President,  transmitting  document  {)ertaining  to  annual 
message.     A.  S.  P.,  For.  Rel.,  2:  240-244.     n.  p.,n.d.    42  p.     Ath. 

6  0:  IS.  December  27,  1799. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Navy  Sto<ldert,  on  petition  of  French  officers  in 
prison  at  Burlington,  N.  J.  n.  p.,  n.  d.  3  p.  Ath.  W.  D.  L.,  A.  S.  P., 
Misc.,1:  191. 

6  0:  IS.  January  6,  1800. 

Bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
United  States,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     35  p.     W.  D.  L. 

6  0:  IS.  January  7,  1800. 

ReiKjrt  of  Secretary  of  War  McHenr>%  on  expenses  of  Springfield  national 
armory,    n.  p.,n.  d.    — p.     Ath. 
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6  C:  18.  January  13,  1800. 

Petition  from  citizens  of  MiaaisBippi,  asking  change  in  form  of  govern- 
ment,    n.  p.,n.  d.    27  p.    Ath. 

6  C:  IS.  February  14,  1800. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott,  on  suspension  of  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  France.  A.  S.  P.,  For.  Rel.,  2: 
285-286.     n.p.,n.d.    —p.     Ath. 

6  C:  18.  February  17,  1800. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott,  on  claim  of  8eth  Harding, 
n.  p. ,  n.  d.    —  p.    Ath. 

6  C:  1  8.  March  14,  1800. 

Report  from  Secretary  of  War  McHenry,  on  Georgia  war  claims,  1792- 
1796.     n.  p.,n.d.    41pp.    Ath. 

6  C:  18.  April  18,  1800. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott,  on  claim  of  O.  Pollock,  n.  p., 
n.  d.    —  p.     Ath. 

6  0:  18.  April  24,  1800. 

Estimates  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott  for  enforcement  of  quaran- 
tine laws.    n.  p.,  n.  d.    2  p.    Ath. 

6  C:  18.  December  10,  1799. 

By  Mr.  Griswold,  on  unfinished  business,    n.  p.,  n.  d.    6  p.    Ath. 

HOUSE  REPORTS. 

6  C:  18.  December  23,  1799. 

By  Mr.  Otis,  on  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt.  n.  p.,n.  d.  — p. 
Ath. 

6C:  18.  January  20,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Goodrich,  on  the  assault  on  John  Randolph,  jr.,  memlxT  of  the 
House.     A.  8.  P.,  Misc.  1: 196-202.    n.  p.,  n.  d.     28  p.     Ath. 

6  C:  1 8.  "  February  11,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Smith,  on  salvage  in  cases  of  recapture,     n.  p. ,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

6  C:  18.  February  13,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Livingston  (motion)  on  amending  the  Constitution  so  as  to  for- 
bid the  appointment  to  office  of  former  judges,  n.  p.,n.  d.  3  p.  Ath. 
W.  D.  L. 

6  C:  18.  February  18,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Claiborne,  on  petition  of  Cato  West,  regarding  organization  of 
government  of  Mississippi  Territory.  A.  S.  P.,  Misc.,  1:  203-206.  n.  p., 
n.  d.     14  p.     Ath. 

6  C:  18.  February  21,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Harper,  on  providing  for  estimates  for  1800  by  revenues  and 
loans,    n.  p.,  n.  d.     24  p.     Ath. 

6  C:  18.  February  21,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Harrison, on  petition  of  Isaac  Zane.  n.  p.,  n.  d.  —  p.  Ath. 
New. 
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6  C:  1  8.  February  21,  1800. 

By  D wight  Foster,  on  petition  of  Lieut.  Campbell  Smith.  A.  8.  P.,  Mil. 
Af.,  1:  144-146.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

6  C:  18.  March  10,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Dwight  Foster,  on  memorial  of  D.  Jones  and  W.  Rogers,  n.  p., 
n.  d.    —  p.     Ath. 

6  0:  1  S.  March  13,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Nicholas  (motion),  for  amendment  of  Ck)nstitution  relative  to 
electors  and  representatives.     n.p.,n.  d.    3  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

«  C:  IS.  March  17,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Cooi>er,  on  copi>er  mines  of  Lake  Superior,  n.  p.,  n.  d.  4  p. 
Ath. 

6  C:  IS.  March  21,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Marshall,  on  accepting  public  lands  from  Connecticut^  etc 
A.  S.  P.,  Pub.  L.,  1:  93-98.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     31  p.     Ath. 

6  C:  IS.  March  21,  1800. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  War  McIIenry  on  claim  of  John  Armstrong  for 
bounty  lands,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     8  p.     Ath. 

6  C:  1  S.  April  1,  1800. 

Report  from  Secretary  of  State  Pickering  on  publication  of  laws.  n.  p., 
n.  d.     6  p.     Ath. 

6  C:  1  S.  April  2,  1800. 

Report  from  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcott  on  petitions  relative  to 
claims  connected  with  the  Pennsylvania  insurrection,  n.  p.,  n.  d.  21  p. 
Ath. 

SENATE    DOCUMENTS. 

6  C:  2  S.  December  31,  1800. 

Address  ami  remonstrance  of  the  legislature  of  Georgia  relative  to  the 
law  of  April  6,  1798.      n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

HOUSE    DOCU.MENTS. 

6  C:  2  S.  December  11,  1800. 

Rej)ort  from  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcot,  submitting  annual  statements 
and  estimates,     n.  p.,n.  d.     99  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

(i  C:  2  S.  Dei^mber  12,  1800. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  State  Marshall  on  impressed  seamen,  n.  p.,  n.d. 
—  p.     Ath. 

6  C:  2  S.  February  17,  1801. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Wolcot  on  tonnage  at  close  of  1709.  n.  p., 
n.  d.     —  p.     Ath.     New. 

6  (;:  2  S.  February  27,  1801. 

Message  from  the  President,  transmitting  report  of  Secretary  of  State 
Marshall  relative  to  depredations  on  American  commerce.  A.  S.  P.,  For. 
R.,  2:345.    n.p.,n.d.     12  p.     1  bdsd.     W.D.L. 
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fif:  -JS.  FeLniary  27.  IHOl. 

.MesFnet;  fmm  the  President,  trunstniltinj!  reports  'it  Sn-retary  of  Treaa- 

iry  Dexter  aod  of  Acting  Secretan'  ot  War  Dexter  on  expenditiire  under 

iciaot  Mav  20,  ITflS,  July  e,  1798.  and  Mav  10, 1800.    4lo.    n.p.,n.d.    31 

1  txLsti. 


8  C;  2  P.  November  26,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Pktt,  on  unflniahed  business,     n.  p.,  n,  d.     —  p.     Alh. 
tl  C:  a  S.  November  26,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Dent,  on  i^reilentials  of  members  lately  electeil  to  th<;  House. 
U  p.,  n.  d.     ^  p.     Alh. 

B  C:  2  S.  Dpi'ember  9,  1800. 

By  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  on  petition  of  Rohert  Ht-jpiT.    n.  }•..  r.  d.    — 
Alh. 

6  (■:  2  S,  December  IT.  1800. 

By  Mr.  Henry  Lee,  on  po  mtich  of  I'rfKident's  meewy^  as  refers  to  the 
xict  ot  Columbia,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

6  C:  2  8,  December  If),  1800. 

By  Mr.  Piatt,  on  unliuisheilbuHiness.     n.  p.,  ii.  d.     —p.     Ath. 
6C:  2B,  January  28,  1801. 

By  Mr.  Otis,  on  Ibe  condition  ot  the  TreaBUry.     A.  S.P„  Fin.,  1:600-693. 
tp.,n.d.    —  p.    Ath. 

eC:  2  8.  February  19,  1801. 

By  Mr.  Chauncey  GomlriL-h,  on  the  le^ni^lative  ropresentatioit  of  Missis- 
Ippl.    n.  p.,  n.  d.    —  p.    Ath. 


7  C:  1  S. 
Beport  of  the 


f  the 


r)(H>eml»r  17,  1801. 
iiikini;  fund.     ii.  p.,n.  d.     10  p. 


7C:  IS,  Fehniary  16,  1802. 

Mcicage  from  the  President,  tmnsmittinR  roll  of  persons  having  olliue  or 
'.'mployment  under  the  I'niteii  States.  Wnshington,  William  Dua;w,  1802. 
fi2,2!,3,32,22,8,  I5,and  13  p.     The  firnt  Rliie  Book.     W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  1  S.  March  2,  1802. 

rtof  Secrctarvof  theTr>>H«urv  (iallatinon  American  tonnage,  1800. 

7  p.    Ath. 
TO:  IB.  Miwh29,  1802. 

rMnHige  from  President  on  reliition^  wilh  (ireat   Britain.     A.S.P.,For. 
i.2: 382-428.     n.p.,n.d.     —p.     Alh, 


with  John  Cli 


April  29,  1802. 
■ee  Symmes.     A.  S,  P., 


374  AMERICAN  Historical  associatiok. 

HorSE   DOCUMENTS*. 

7  C:  1  S.  December  8,  1801. 

Annual  nic^sa^  from  the  l^rei>i(lent.  French  translation  published  at 
Farip,  Inipriiuerie — Lil)raire  du  Cen.*le-S*x;ial,  1802.     39  p.     W.  D.  I^ 

7  C:  1  S.  December  17,  1801. 

Rei)ort  of  the  commissioners  of  the  linking  fund,    n.p.,  n.d.    —  p.    Ath. 

7  C:  1  S.  December  21,  1801. 

I>ftter  from  S<H'retarv  of  Treasury  Gallatin  relative  to  the  internal 
revenuen,  with  inciosun^s.  A.S.  P.,  Fin.,  1:  718-727.  Fol.  Washington, 
William  Duane,  1802.     14  p.,  11  lKl:»ds.     W.  D.  L.     Ath. 

7  C:  1  S.  December  21,  1801. 

I.<etter  from  .Secretary  of  Treasury  C^llatin,  tnuismitting  reports  of 
^yimmiwHioneiv  of  Washington  City,  to  November  18,  1801.  n.p.,  n.d. 
—  p.     Ath. 

7  C:  1  S.  January  7,  1802. 

lUiiK)ri  of  S<HTt*tary  of  State  Madison  on  commercial  relations  with 
Grifat  Britain.    .\.S.  P.,  Com.an<l  Nav.,1:  483-486.    n.p.,  n.d.    — p.    Ath. 

7  (':  IS.  January  7,  1802. 

Ix?tter  (January  o)  from  Sttcretary  of  the  Treasury  Gallatin  on  duties 
and  drawlmkn  from  1798  to  IH(H).  A.  S.  P.,  Fin.,  1:  728-728.  n.p.,  n.d. 
3(l]xlHd).     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  1  S.  January  25,  1802. 

letter  from  ScMTetarv  of  the  Navv  Smith,  under  House  resolution  of 
January  22,  inclofiinj^  instructions  authorizing  the  capture  of  vessels 
belonging  to  the  French  navy.     n.  p.,  n.  <1.     9  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  1  S.  February  1,  1802. 

Report  ( January  2() )  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Smith  on  naval  forces.  A. 
S.  P.,  Naval  Affairs,  IH:^.  Washington,  William  Duane,  1802.*  8  p.  Ath. 
W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  1  S.  Fel)ruar>-  14,  1802. 

Mes.sage  from  the  President,  transmitting  laws  of  Indiana  Territory  fn^m 
January,  1801,  to  February,  1H()2.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     32  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

7C:  IS.  Februar}-17,  1802. 

Message  from  the  Prcsi<lent  (February  16),  transmitting  certain  docu- 
ments relative  to  transactions  between  the  Tniteil  States  and  the  Barbay 
Powers. 

7  (-:  1  S.  February  23,  1802. 

Message  from  the  President,  transmitting  documents  in  case  of  claim 
relating  to  Danisli  ship  Hendrirk.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     W.  D.  L. 

7(':  IS.  February  24,  1802. 

Message  from  the  President,  transmitting  report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury 
(lallatin  on  marine  hospit^ils  and  on  the  treatment  of  seamen  and  boatmen 
visiting  New  Orleans,     n.  p.,  n.  <l.     11  p.,  2  Inlsds.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  IS.  Februar>^  26,  1802. 

Message  from  the  President,  transmitting  rei:K)rt  of  Secretary  of  State 
Madiw)n  on  c^.^»s  pending  in  Stat(»s'  courts,  n.  p.,  n.  d.  7  p.  Ath. 
W.  D.  L. 
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7  G:  1  S.  March  2,  1802. 

Rep<jrt  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  on  district  tonnage  of  the  United 
StiiteH  to  December  81,  1800.     A.  S.  P.,  Com.  and  Nav.,  1:  499.     n.  p.,  n.  d. 

—  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

7  0:  IS.  March  2,  1802. 

Report  of  {Secretary  of  Treaeurj'  Gallatin,  as  to  emoluments  of  customs 
oflTicers  for  1801  and  as  to  deposits  by  collectors,     n.  p.,  n.  d.    —  p.     Ath. 

7  C:  1  S.  March  24,  1802. 

Letter  from  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  transmitting  report  on  the 
Mint.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     — p.     Ath. 

7  0:  1  S.  April  16,  1802. 

Mes-sage  (April  15). from  the  President,  transmitting,  under  H.  Res., 
April  6,  documents  relating  to  the  French  corvette  Berceau.  A..  S.  P.,  For. 
R.,  2:  428-439.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     52  p.,  1  bdsd.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

HOUSE   REPORTS. 

7  C:  IS.  January  21,  1802. 

Uy  Mr.  Nicholson,  on  investigation  of  Treasury  Department,     n.  p.,  n.  d. 

—  p.     Ath. 

7  0:  18.  April  8,  1802. 

By  Mr.  Dennij*,  on  the  city  of  Washington.  A.  S.  P.,  Misc.,  1:  330-336. 
n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

7  0:  IS.  April  22,  1802. 

By  Mr.  Giles,  on  depredation.s  on  American  commerce  by  French  cruis- 
ers.    A.  S.  P.,  For.  R.,  2:  45<M()1.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     16  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

7  0:  IS.  April  24, 1802. 

Report  and  estimates  of  clerk  J.  Beckley  relative  to  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  House  of  Representatives,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     5  p.     Ath. 

7  0:  1  S.  April  27,  1802.    * 

By  Mr.  Mitchill,  on  naval  preparations  and  sites  for  naval  purposes. 
A.  S.  P.,  Nav.  Af.,  1:  103.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     5  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

SENATE   DOCUMENTS. 

7  0:  2  S.  Dec^ember  15,  1802. 

Documents  accompanying  message  from  the  President  of  December  15. 
Part  1.  A.  8.  P.,  For.  Rel.,  2:  461-469.  n.  p.,  n.  d.  19 p.  Part  II.  n.  p., 
n.d.     25  p.     Ath.     W.D.  L. 

7  0:  2  S.  January  6, 1803. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasur>'  Gallatin,  on  internal  revenue,  n.  p., 
n.  d.     25  p.     Ath. 

7  0:  2  S.  January  25,  1803. 

Mei-sage  from  the  President  on  Washington  Oity.  A.S.  P.,  Miasco.  1: 
337-:«9.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     16  p.     Ath. 

7  0:  2  S.  Januarv  26,  1803. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Ptate  Madison,  relative  to  restrictions  imposed  on 
American  commerce  by  European  ix>wers.     n.  p.,  n.d.     24  p.     Ath. 
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7  C:  2  S.  January  27.  1803. 

Memorial  of  luechanii'H  conceriUHl  in  the  conHtruction  or  equipment  of 
public  vcrsoIh.     n.  p.,  n.d    — p.     Ath. 

7  (^  2  S.  Januar>'  28,  1803. 

Report  from  Attorney-General  Lincoln,  on  Ohio  land  contracts.  A.  S.  P., 
P.  L.,  1:  127-131.  Washinj^ton,  William  Diiane  &Son,  1803.  24  p.  Ath. 
W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  2  S.  February-  9,  1803. 

Report  from  Se<'retary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  on  import*  to  Septenaber  30, 
1801.     n.  p.,  n.  (1.     4  p.     Ath. 

7  C:  2  S.  February  14,  1803. 

Message  from  the  President,  transmitting  the  laws  of  Indiana  Territory 
passed  from  January,  1801,  to  February,  1802.     n.  p.,  n.d.     — p.     Ath. 

7  C:  2  S.  February  23,  1803. 

Message  from  the  President,  transmitting  papers  relative  to  claim  in  case 
of  Danish  vessel  //(fWnVil-.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     32  p.     Ath. 

SENATK    REPORTS. 

7  C:  2  S.  January  19.  1803. 

By  Mr.  Hreckenridge,  on  the  admission  of  Ohio.  n.  p.,  n.  d.  2  p 
Ath. 

HOrSE    IKMTMEXTS. 

7  C:  2  8.  Deceml>er  16,  1802. 

Annual  report  of  Secretary  of  Trea.»«ury  (iallatin,  with  estimates  for  1803. 
Washington,  William  Duane  &  Son,  1802.     <;4  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

7  G:  2  S.  December  20,  1802. 

I>etter  from  Secretary  of  Treasury  (Tallatin,  with  report  under  an  act  to 
establish  the  Treasury  Department.  Washington,  William  Duane  &  Son, 
18()2.     15  p.     Ath.     W.  I).  L. 

7  C:  2  S.  Deceml)er  20,  1802. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Navy  Smith,  on  navy  j)ension  fund.  A.  S.  P., 
Nav.  Af.,  1 :  103-104.  Washington,  William  Duane  &  Son.  (8)  p.  Ath. 
W.  D.  L. 

7  0:  2  S.  December  23,  1802. 

Letter  from  Thomas  Worthington,  transmitting  an  ordinance  passed  by 
the  convention  of  Ohio,  together  with  the  constitution  formed  by  the  con- 
vention.    n.p.,n.  d.     35,  IH  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  2  S.  December  23,  1802. 

Resolution  regarding  tlie  establisliment  of  post  roads  throughout  the 
Unite<l  States,     n.  p.,n.  d.     1  p.     Ath. 

7  0:2  S.  December  24,  1802. 

Message  from  the  President,  inclosing  report  of  Secretary  of  State  Madi- 
son relative  to  impresse^l  American  seamen.  A.  S.  P.,  Com.  and  Nav., 
1 :  500-502.    Washington,  William  Duane  &  Son,  1802.    14  p.,  1  bdsd.    Ath. 

\y,  D.  L. 


DontTSrENTS    f)F    KTRST    FOURTEEN    rOTtOHERaKR, 
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7C:  2S.  [If.'enilitr27,  mV2. 

Aeeimats  n£  the  TreaBurer  of  the  I'niled  Sialic  to  SepUMnlier  30,  IfiOl'. 
p.,n..i.     130, 94  p.    Ath.     W.D.L. 

7  C:  2  8.  r>eoemlier  28,  1802. 

Heenage  (27)  from  ttif  Preaident,  on  drv  n<«'k».     n.  |).,  ii.  li.    —  p.    Ath. 
W.  D.  L. 

7C;  2S.  JamiaryS,  1803. 

Heffia^  from  the  President,  transmitting  n'turna  cif  militia.  A.  S.  P., 
,il,  A(.,  1:  169-162.     Washinnlnn,  William   Duane  &  Son.  Irt13.    3  p..  4 

Ath.    W.D.L. 

TC:  2S.  Jatiiiarye,  18()H, 

Report  of  8e(Tretary  of  Treasury  Galintin,  on  internal  revenue.     Wnsh- 

in,  William  Duane  &  Sun,  IHa-f.     K  [i,,  17  iHisds.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  2  S.  January  17,  1803. 

Keport  of  Secretary  of  Treamry  (iHllatin,  on  exports  to  Oclolier  1,  1802. 
.  8.  P„  Coui.  and  Nav.,  1 :  .Sttij-MIT.  \Vaallin^'Ion,  Willianj  Donne  &  Son, 
;B03.    3p.,  Ibdsd.     Ath.     W.  D,  f., 

7C:  2S.  .lannary  25.  1H03. 

Message  from  the  PrpHidenl  on  Washington  City.     Waphington. William 
left  Son,  leat.     17  p.     W.D.L. 

7  C:  2  S.  January  26.  1S03. 

Report  of  Poattnaiiter-General  Granger,  on  poat-officee  and  post-roada. 
*.8.P-,  P.O.,  28.    WashinRton,  William  Dnaiie  A  Son.     10  p.,  1  bded. 
W.  D.  L. 

7  C;  2  S.  January  2S,  Ifm. 

Addreaa  of  iritizena  of  WHshington  county,  MiadsBippi,  relative  Uj  land 
aims  and  aa  to  the  rondiict  of  mmmanders  of  army  poets.  :i.  p.,  n.  cl. 
-  p.    Ath. 

7  C:  2  S. 
Hemorial  of  the  ii 
■  p.     W.  D.  L. 

7C:  2  8.  February  1,  1803, 

Memorial  and  report  of  a  committee  of  the  Norfolk  Chamber  of  Com- 
erce,  on  diacruninatinf;  and  countervailing  duties,  n.  p.,n.  d.  4  p. 
Pir.D.L. 

7  C:  2  S.  February  3,  1803, 

Hwaage  from  the  President,  tranflmitting  docuinentif  relative  to  John 
ickering,  United  States  district  judge.  Waehintirtun,  William  Duane  & 
»,  1803.     24  p.     Ath.     W.D.L.     Printed  with  report  of  Febrgary  IS, 


iis'hanii'n  of  Ne 


Jan  nary  27.  1 
V  York  City  nurl  others. 


7  0:  2  B. 

Memorial  of  gun  maiiiifucturere  of  l.aniaiat< 
A  Son,  1803.    (i  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 
7  C;  2  8. 
Keport  tFebruary  3)  of  Secretary  of  Wai 
for  militia  servii'e.     A.  S.  P.,  Ciain] 


iam  Duane  &  Son,  1803.     S2  p,     Ath.     W.  D,  L. 


February  4,  1803. 
■,  Pa.    Washington,  Willia 

February  4,  1803. 
Dearborn  on  tJeorgia  w: 
Washington,  Wi 
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7  C:  2  8.  February  7,  1803. 

KeiK>rt  of  coinmissionerH  of  the  ninking  fund.  n.  p.,  n.  d.  19  p.,  2  beds. 
Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  2  8.  February  10,  1803. 

Memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  Mississippi,  n.  p.,  n.  d.  6  p. 
Ath. 

7  C:  2  S.  February  11,  1803. 

Petition  of  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  for  opening  a  channel  to  the  harlior 
of  that  town.     n.  p.,  n.  <l.     S  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  K 

7  C:  2  8.  February  18,  1803. 

Letter  from  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin  on  district  tonnage  and  Amer- 
ican fisheries.  A.  8.  P.,  Com.  and  Nav.,  1:  527-531.  Waahington,  Wil- 
Ham  Duane  &  Son,  1803.     7  p.,  2  bdsds.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  2  8.  February  22,  1803. 

Memorial  of  William  Payne  and  others  on  Georgia  land  claims.  A.  S.  P., 
P.  L.,  1:  159.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     7  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  2  S.  February  24,  1803. 

Message  (February  23)  from  the  President,  transmitting  report  of  Secre- 
tary of  State  Madison  on  claim  relating  to  Danish  vessel  Henrich,  A.  S.  P., 
For.  R.,  2:  483-48(J.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     8  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  2  8.  March  1,  18a3. 

Letter  from  84H!«»tarv  of  Treasury  (lallatin  on  collection  of  direct  tax. 
n.  p.,  n.  d.    9  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

HOrSE    REPORTS. 

7  0:  2  8.  Deceml)er  13,  1802. 

By  Mr.  Daveni)ort,  on  un(inishe<l  business,     n.  p.,  n.  d.    — p.     Ath. 

7  C:  2  S.  Ilecember  29,  1802. 

By  Mr.  John  Cotton  Smith,  on  the  i>etition  of  Charles  Hyde.  Washing- 
ton, W.  Duane  &  Him,  1802.     4  p.     W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  2  8.  January  4,  1803. 

By  Mr.  Dawson,  motion  of  December  23, 1802,  regarding  postrroads. 
n.  p.,  n.  d.     3  p.     W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  2  8.  January  6,  1803. 

By  Mr.  8.  Smith,  on  i)etition  of  Henry  Messonier  for  return  of  duties 
paid.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     10  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  2  8.  January  7,  1803. 

By  Mr.  Davenport,  on  laws  expired  or  about  to  expire,  n.  p.,  n.  d. 
—  p.     Ath. 

7  C:  2  8.  January  20,  1803. 

By  John  Cotton  Smith,  on  i>etitions  of  William  Ray  and  John  Folia  well 
for  pay  as  soldiern.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     8  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  2  8.  January  24,  1803. 

By  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  on  erection  of  monuments  to  the  memory  of 
generals  Baron  De  Kalb,  Davidson,  Herkimer,  Mercer,  Francis  Nash, 
Wo(jster,  and  Warren,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     5  p.     Ath.     W.  I).  L. 
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7  C:  2  S.  February  2,  180:^. 

By  Mr.  Bayani,  motion  of  January  81,  |)n»i>osinjr  indemnitii»tion  for 
Frencli  H}K>liation  clainiantH.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     3  p.     W.  I).  L. 

7  C:  2  8.  Felmiary  4,  1803. 

By  Mr.  John  Cotton  Smith,  on  indemniticationB  for  French  spoliations, 
n.  p.,  n.  d.     IB  p.     W.  D.  L. 

7  V:  2  S.  February  10,  1803. 

By  Mr.  Early,  on  (ieorjjia  militia c1aim».  A.  S.  P.,  Claims,  284.  Wash- 
inj?ton,  W.  Duane  &  Son,  1803.     4  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  2  S.  February  11,  180:i 

By  Mr. ,  (Committee  of  tlie  Whole,  on  an  extraordinary  appro- 
priation of  two  millions  of  dollars  for  foreig^i  intercourse  purposes,  n.  p., 
n.  d.     lip.     W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  2  S.  February  15,  1803. 

By  Mr.  llehns,  on  pensioning  wounde<l  soldiers,  n.  p.,  n.  d.  3  p. 
Ath.     W.  I).  L. 

7  C:  2  S.  Februar>'  16,  1803. 

By  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  on  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  for  nir- 
vey  of  harl)or.  A.  S.  1\,  Com.  and  Nav. ,  1 :  526-527.  n.  p.,  n.  d.  8  p. 
Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  2  S.  February  18,  1803. 

By  Mr.  Nicholnon,  on  message  from  the  President,  of  February  3,  regard- 
ing <^l»arge8  against  Judj^e  Pickering,  n.  p.,  n.  d.  20  p.  The  message  of 
the  President  is  printed  as  pp.  1-3  of  the  report.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

7  C:  2  S.  February  25,  1803. 

By  Mr.  Mitchill,  on  quarantine  regulations  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
A.  S.  P.,  Com.  and  Nav.,  1:531-532.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     10  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

7  (':  2  S.  March  2,  1803. 

By  Mr.  Randolph,  on  letter  of  William  Henry  Harrison  relative  to  the 
susj)ension  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  compact  l)etwiH»n  the  T'niteil  States 
and  the  i)eoph' of  Indiana,     n.  i>.,  n.  d.     5  p.     W.  D.  L. 

SENATE    IMHTMEXTS. 

8  C:  1  S.  October  17,  1803. 
Annual  message  fnmi  the  President.     \,  S.  P.,  For.  U.,  1:  61-63.     n.  p., 

n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

8  C:  1  S.  November  25,  1803. 

Message'  from  the  President  relating  to  the  Kaskaskias.  n.  p.,  n.  d. 
—  p.     Ath. 

8  C:  1  S.  November  28,  1803. 

Annual  n'iM)rt  of  Postma«tcr-<icneral  (iranger  on  iM)stal  affairs,  n.  p., 
n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

8  C:  1  S.  l)ectnnlK?r  20,  1803. 

Rei^^rt  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  (iallatin  on  the  dire<'t  tax.  A.  S.  P., 
Fin.,  2:  (i5-73.     n.  p.,n.(l.     19  p..  1  1n1s<1.     W.  D.  L. 
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8  C:  IS.  January  4,  1804. 

Act  of  legislature  of  North  Carolina  authorizing  the  State  of  TennesBee 
to  perfect  titles  to  lands  reserNed  to  the  former  iState.  n.  p.,  n.  d.  5  p. 
W.  D.  L. 

H  C:  IS.  January  13,  1804. 

Report  fn)m  Secretary  of  Navy  Smith  on  the  Marine  Corps.  A.  S.  P. 
n.  p.,n.  d.     — p.     Ath. 

8  C:  IS.  January  13,  1804. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Navy  Smith  on  relief  of  sick  seamen.  A.  S.  P., 
Com.  and  Nav.,  1:  5.'i8->541.     n.  p.,n.  d.     20  p.     Ath. 

8  C:  IS.  Fehruary  6,  1«H. 

Report  of  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund.  A.  S.  P.,  Fin.,  2:  84-101. 
n.  p.,  n.d.     —  p.     Ath. 

8  C:  1  S.  February  24,  1804. 

letter  from  Secretary  of  Navy  Smith  (February  17)  on  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  a  [)eace  naval  establishment,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     15  p.     Ath. 

SENATE    REPORTS. 

8  C:  IS.  Januar>'  9,  (?)  1804. 

By  Mr. ,  report  on  the  imi)eachmcnt  of  Judge  John  Pickering. 

n.  p.,n.  d.     — p.     Ath. 

HOUSE    IMHTMEXTS. 

8  C:  IS.  October  25,  1803. 

Annual  report  of  Se<Tctary  of  Treasury  (rallatin.  Fol.  n.  p.,  n.  d.  8  p., 
8l)dsds.     W.  I).  L. 

8C:  IS.  October  28,  1803. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Trea.sury  (lallatin  on  survey  of  Nantucket  Harbor. 
A.  S.  P.,  Com.  and  Nav.,  1:  533-534.  n.  p.,  n.  d.  4,  4,  5,  and  5  p.  Ath. 
W.  I).  L. 

8  C:  IS.  November  2.  1803. 

Memorial  of  Zachariah  (-ox.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.    W.  D.  L.? 

8  C:  IS.  November  22.  1803. 

Petition  of  inhabitants  of  District  of  Columbia  relative  to  the  Columbian 
Library  Company,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     — j>.     Atli. 

«C:  IS.  January  16,  1804. 

Message  from  the  President,  announcing  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana  and 
organization  of  a  tem[)orary  government.     Ath. 

8(^  IS.  January 24,  1804. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  (lallatiii,  on  Revolutionary  claims. 
A.  S.  P.,  Claims,  290-292.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     W.  D.  L. 

8C:  IS.  January 30,  1804. 

Documents  relative  to  the  conduit  of  Samuel  Chase,  associate  justice  of 
the  United  {States,  and  of  Ri(!liard  Peter,  district  judge  of  Pennsylvania, 
u.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 
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a  C:  I  S.  l-'el)ruary  15,  ISm. 

Re[)orl  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  on  tonnage,  December,  1802, 
■nrl  of  American  flaberies.  A.  8.  P.,  Com.  and  Nav.,  1;  546-54S.  ii,  ])., 
D.  (1.     7  p.     Atb. 

8  C:  I  W.  March  22,  1804. 

Report  of  Pnstiiiaater-Gc  rural  Granger,  on  postage  lor  past  tliree  years  in 
esch  State,     n.  p.,  n.  il.     —  p.     Ath. 

8Cr  1  S.  Marcb24,  1804. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  on  allowances  lo  district  attor- 
oeya.     A.  S.  P..  Misc.,  1:  392-395.    n.  p.,  n.  d.    —p.     Atb. 


8  C:  1  S.  December  2,  1803. 

By  Mr.  Nicholson,  on  cliange  in  land  laws  to  adjust  Miwiasippi  claimB. 
A.  S.  P.,  P.  L.,  1:  182.    n.  p.^  a.  d.    4  p.    Ath. 

8 C:  IS.  December  12,  1803. 

By  Mr.  John  Cotton  Smith,  on  [lelilinn  of  David  Valentin  regarding  the 
■conduct  of  officers  of  the  Navy.     A.  8.  P.,  Claims,  288-288, 292-298.     Ath. 
March  10,  mM. 
of  Mosiw  Young?  ii.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Alh. 
Msrcli  12,  18tM. 
memorials  of  New  York  merchants  and  of  sbipown- 


8  C:  If 
By  Mr.  Hugei 
fire  of  Hndeon.    n.  p. 


Ath. 


8  C:  2  S.  November  8,  1; 

^Huual  meffiage  from  the  Prpsidenl.     n.  p.,  n.  d.    —  p,     Atti 

8  C:  2  8.  January  28,  1; 

Menage  fnim  the  President,  transmitting  rcjiurt  on  the  Mint. 

Sin.,  2: 118-120.    n.  p.,  n.  d,    —  p.     Ath. 


8  C:  2  8. 
MesBdge  from  the  Presideni,  relative  i<i 
aror-  R.,  2:  606-608.     n.  p.,  ii.  d.     -  p, 
8  C:  2  S. 
Report  of  Secretary  of  TreaHury  <THllal 
nutams,  1804.    n.  p.,  n.  d.    —  p.     Ath. 


February  1,  18 
can  privateers. 


February  2fl,  IHtfi. 
>u  emoluments  of  adti^ 


8  C:  2  8. 

ReBolution  requesting    I 

Stephen  Decatur,     n.  p.,  n 

8  C:  2  S. 


President  lii    present    a  sword    1o    ( 
.     —  p.     Ath. 

November  21.  1804. 


BeHolutioR  fur  registration  of  all  land  titles  in  territory  ceded  to  United 
States  by  the  French  Republic  under  treaty  of  April  30,  1803.  n.  p.,  n,  d. 
p.    Ath.     W.  D,  L. 


J 
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8  C:  2  8.  November  21,  1804. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treai^iiry  Gallatin,  on  revenue  and  indebtedness. 
A.  8.  P.,  Fin.,  2:  107-1 13.  \Va**liinj?U>n,  William  Duane  &  Son,  1804.  FoL 
10  p,  2  bdsds.     Ath.     W.  I).  L. 

8  C:  2  S.  November  29,  1804. 

Resolution  relative  to  recession  of  the  Territory  of  Columbia,  n.  p., 
n.  d.    —  p.     Ath. 

8  C:  2  S.  January  17,  1805. 

Memorial  of  French  citizenH  of  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  regarding  disposal 
of  public  lands.     A.  8.  P.,  P.  L.,  1:  214-215.     n.  p.,  n.  d.    — p.     Ath. 

8  C:  2  8.  January  23,  1805. 

Report  of  StHTctary  of  State  Madison,  regarding  impressed  American 
seamen,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

8  C:  2  8.  February  5,  1805. 

Report  of  ct)iiunissioners  of  the  sinking  fund.  Fol.  Washington,  Wil- 
liam Duane  &  Son,  1805.     16  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

8  C:  2  8.  Februar\'  5,  1805. 

Message  from  the  Pret*ident,  relative  to  the  Danish  vessel  Hettdrick.  n.  p., 
n.  d.    —  p.     W.  D.  L.? 

SC:  2  8.  February  26,  1805. 

Report,  February  25,  of  St*cn»tary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  on  emoluments 
of  officers  of  customn,  1804.  Washington,  William  Duane  &  Son,  1805. 
Fol.  (3)  p,  1  bdsd.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

HOUSK   REPORTS. 

8  C:  2  8.  December  4,  1804. 

By  Mr.  Clark,  on  (n^rgia  land  titles.  A.  8.  P.,  P.  L.,  1:  211.  n.  p.,  n.  d. 
—  p.     Ath. 

8  C:  2  8.  February  6,  1805. 

By  Mr.  John  Randolph,  on  the  impeachment  of  Associate  Justii'e  Samuel 
Chase,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     — p.     Ath. 

8  C:  2  8.  February  9,  1805. 

By  Mr.  I^ttimore,  on  extension  of  riji^ht  of  suffrage  in  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory.    A.  8.  P.,  Misi'.,  1 :  422-423.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

8  C:  2  8.  March  1,  1805. 

By  Mr.  John  Randolph,  motion,  relative  to  judges.     Ath. 

8  C:  2  8.  March  1,  1805. 

By  Mr.  Nicholson,  motion,  on  the  recalling  of  Senators  by  their  respec- 
tive States.     Ath. 

.SKNATK    IKKTMENTS. 

9  C:  18.  Deceml)er  2,  1805. 
Message,  January  31,   1805,  from  the  President,  transmitting,  under 

S.  Res.  of  January  28,  report  of  Secretary  of  Stat<'  Madison,  on  Conduct  of 
crews  of  privateers  and  anncMl  merchant  vessels,  n.  p.,  n.  d.  12  p.  Ath, 
W.  D.  L. 


DOCUMENTS   OF    FIRST   FOURTEEN    CONGRESSES.       383 

9  0:  1  S.  December  6,  1805. 

Report,  December  5,  of  Secretary  of  Navy  Smith,  asking  additional 
appropriations  for  the  Navy.  A.  S.  P.,  Nav.  Af.,  1:  140.  n.  p.,  n.  d.  6  p. 
Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

9C:  IS.  December  10,  1805. 

Annual  report,  December  9,  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  on 
revenues  and  indebtedness,  and  submitting  estimates  for  the  coming  year. 
A.  S.  P.,  Fin.,  2:  142-160.     House  Doo. 

9  C:  1  S.  December  11,  1805. 

Treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  n.  p., 
n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

9  C:  IS.  December  28,  1805. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  on  the  purchase  of  public 
lands.     Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1806.     8  p.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  1  8.  January  13,  1806. 

Message  from  the  President,  on  the  claim  of  Hamet  Caramelli.  A.  S.  P., 
For.  R.,  2:  695-725.     Ath. 

9  C:  1  8.  January  28,  1806. 

Annual  estimates  and  report  of  Secretary  of  Navy  Smith,  n.  p.,  n.  d. 
—  p.     W.D.L. 

9C:  IS.  February 4,  1806. 

Message  from  the  President,  on  the  claim  of  Hamet  Caramelli.    Ath. 

9  0:  IS.  March  11,  1806. 

Motion  that  terms  of  bill  on  grants  of  land  south  of  Tennessee  be  printed 
for  the  Senate.     Ath. 

9  C:  IS.  March  20,  1806. 

Message  from  the  President,  on  incursions  of  Spanish  troops  in  Louisiana. 
A.  S.  P.,  For.  R.,  2:  79&-799.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  1  S.  April  7,  1806. 

Resolution,  January  26,  1806,  of  legislature  of  Maryland  against  further 
importation  of  slaves,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     2  p.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  IS.  April  10,  1806. 

Act  rearranging  rules  and  vVrticles  of  War  in  force  under  act  of  Congress 
approve<l  in  1799.     Washington,  Duane  &  Son.     180  p.     W.  D.  L. 

9C:  1  S.  April  10,  1806. 

Letter  from  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath, 

SENATE    REPORT. 

9  C:  1  S.  February  26,  1806. 

By  Mr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  on  using  unexpended  Mediterranean  fund  for 
building  ships  for  the  Navy.  A.S.  P.,  Nav.  Af.,  1:  150.  Washington,  A. 
&  G.  Way,  im),     2  p.     w!  L.  I). 

norSK   DOCUMENTS. 

9  C:  IS.  December  3,  1805. 

Annual  message  from  the  President.  A.  &  G.  Way,  1805.  11  p.  W. 
D.L. 
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\i  C:  1  S.  December  6,  1805. 

Me«?a^  fn)in  tho  I*rt*Hi<lent,  on  affaire  with  Spain.   Jo.  H.,  Sup.  1.    Ath. 

9  C:  1  S.  December  10,  1805. 

I>(Kunienti<  relating:  U)  the  annual  niessa^re  of  the  President.  Washing- 
ton, A.  &  (t.  Way,  IHOo.     S2  p.,  1  Ixlwi.     W.  1).  L. 

9  C:  1  S.  December  10,  1805. 

Mei«a>?e  from  the  Prt»si(lent,  nuppleinentary  to  message  of  December  6, 
eommunirating  documents  ret?pecting  Louisiana.  Washington,  A.  &  O. 
Way,  Isa^S.     2^)  p. 

9  C:  1  S.  Decem})er  10,  1805. 

ReiK)rt  (Fe))ruary,  1S()5)  of  (Hunmisyionern  on  refugees  from  C^lanada. 
4  p.     W.  I).  L. 

\)C:  1  S.  December  11,  1805. 

lA»tter  from  Seeretary  of  Trea.»<ury  (lallatin  to  Mr.  Randolph,  on  <*laini8 
against  France  assumtnl  l)y  the  Unittnl  StaUn^  under  the  convention  of 
April  30,  1803.  Wat^hingtoii,  A.  it  (J.  Way,  1805.  3  p.  W.  D.  L.  Prol)- 
ably  j)art  of  Mr.  Randolph's  reiM)rt  of  that  date  on  the  same  subjecrt. 

9  C:  1  8.  Deceml)er  23,  1805. 

Message  from   the   l*resi<lent,  on  land  titles  in  Michigan    Territorj*. 

Washingtxm,  A.  &  CJ.  Way,  1805.     m  p.  W.  D.  L.     A.  S.  P.,  Pub.  ll, 
1:  247-249. 

9  C:  1  S.  Decern l)er  27,  1805. 

Message  from  tlie  President,  communicating  n»iM)rt  of  Surveyor  Latrobe 
on  the  public  buildings  at  Washington.  Washington,  A.  &  Cj.  Way,  1805. 
12  p.     W.  D.  L. 

9  <\  IS.  DocemlKT  28,  1805. 

Rep<irt  of  S<HTetary  of  Treasury  <  ial latin,  relative  to  iwiynient  for  public 
lan<ls  in  evidences  of  public  debt.  A.  S.  P.,  Fin.,  2:  162-163.  Washing- 
ton, A.  ct.  (i.  Way,  1805.     8  \k     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  1  S.  I)ect»ml)er  31,  18a5. 

Message  from  the  President,  transmitting,  under  H.  Res.,  December  23, 
rei>ort  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  (iallatin,  regarding  States  indebte<l  to  the 
Ignited  States.  A.  S.  P.,  Fin.,  2:  16;^1(>4.  Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way, 
1805.     8  J).     W.  I).  L. 

9  C:  1  S.  December  31,  1805. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Navy  Smith,  on  naval  pension  fund.  A.S.  P.. 
Nav.  Af.,  1 :  143-147.  Fol.  Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1806.  (2),  2  Ixlsds, 
9-14  I).     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

9  (\  1  S.  January  13,  1806. 

Mc»ssage  from  the  Presitlent,  on  the  llamet  ('aramelli  (^laim.  Washing- 
ton, A.  A  ( i.  Way,  18(M).     52,  4  j).     W.  I).  L.     Ath. 

9  0:  IS.  January  16,  1806. 

Memorial  of  merchants  of  Philadelphia.     —  j).     W.  I).  L. 

9  C:  1  S.  January  17,  1806. 

Message  from  the  President,  on  British  aggressions.  W.  D.  L.  Wash- 
ington, A.  &  U.  Way,  1806.     120  p. 
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8C:  IS.  January  28,  1806, 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Navy  Smith,  under  H.  Res.  of  January  24.  on  the 
aunual  expenditnrea  for  the  Navy.  A.  S.  P.,  Nav.  Af..  1:147-148.  Waah- 
ington.  A.  &  G.  Way.  1806.     (3)  p.,  1  bded.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  1  8.  January  29,  1806. 

Mtsauge  from  the  President,  transmitting  memorial  from  nierchantH  of 
Baltimore.     Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1806.     Hi  p.     W.  D.  T„ 

9  f:  1  S.  February  3,  1808. 

Hemorial  of  meivhantii  of  Boston.  Washingtou,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1806. 
gl7  p-    W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  1  8.  February  3, 1808. 

Meewge  from  the  President,  announcing  the  cexeion  of  forts  in  South 
Waahington,  A,  A  G.  Way.  1806.     8  p.     W.  D.  L. 
I  C:  1  S.  February  6,  1806. 

Annual  report  iif  commiesionerB  of  thu  sinking  fund.    Fol.    WaehiniAoD, 
.  Way.  180«.    29  p.     1  bdad.     W.  D.  L. 
9  (.;:  1  K.  FebtTiary  17,  IBOK. 

Hemorial  of  ('hatnber  of  Commen.'e  of  New  Haven,  on  British  spoliations 
of  Aiueriian  commerce  and  impressment  of  American  seamen.    4  p.    Ath. 
DC:  IB.  February  18,  1806. 

Meswgt)  from  the  President,  under  H.  Res.,  Janiiary24,  relative  to  forti- 
HcationM  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  A,  S.  P.,  Mil.  Af.,  1:192-197.  Washing- 
ton, A.  &  G.  Way.  1806.     8  p.     5  bdada.     W.  D.  L. 

SC:  1  S.  February  19,1806. 

3  in  the  West.     Washington, 

February  26,  1806. 
Q  petition  of  Abijah  Bamum 
W.     (.1)  p.    Ath.    W.  D.  L. 
9  0:  18.  MarL-h5,  18(t6. 

Kepon  of  Secretary  of  Navy  Smith,  n^^rding  the  Danish  t-onsul  at 
Tripoli.  A.  8.  P.,  Nav.  Af.,  1;  150-1.51.  Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way.  1806. 
4  p.    Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  1  8.  March  20.  1806. 

Message,  March  19,  from  U\e  Preaidelil,  on  the  surreruler  of  Nachitochee. 
HTuhington,  A,  &  G.  Way,  1806.    S  p.    Ath.    W.  D.  L. 
■  9C:  1  8.  March  21,  1806. 

Memorial  of  citizens  of  New  York,  aeking  that  permanent  defenses  be 
provided  for  that  city  against  incureions  of  foreign  fleets.  WaahinKton, 
A.  4  G.  Way,  1806.    6  p.     Ath.    W.-D.  1,. 

9  C:  1  S.  Marcii  22,  1806. 

Letter  froni  Poetma«ter-Gencra1,  on  petition  of  inliabitants  of  Baeton,  on 

mail  road  t)etn'een  Boston  anri   Hartfon).     Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way, 


Message  from  the  President,  o 
a.  A  G.  Way,  1806.    29  p.     W. 


Heport  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  (iallatin, 
and  others.    Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  II 


1806.    —  p 


Alli. 


^^  H.  Doc.  745 


H.  Doc.  745,  5B-2— vol  1 25 


386  AMERICAN    HISTORICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

9  C:  IS.  April  2,  1806. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  on  the  re<lemption  and  funding 
<»f  tlie  public  debt.  Washington,  A.  &  (i.  Way,  1806.  12  p.,  1  bdsd. 
Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  1  S.  April  6,  1806. 

Letter  from  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  on  land  grants  and  claims  In 
the  VincenneH  and  Ka^kaskia  district:^.  A.  S.  P.,  P.  L.,  1:  285-288. 
Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1806.     4  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

9C:  1  S.  April  11,  1806. 

Messajje  from  the  President,  giving  returns  of  militia.  A.  S.  P.,  Mil. 
Af.,  1:  199-203.  Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1806.  (3)  p.  4  beds.  W. 
D.  L. 

9C:  1  8.  April  11,  1806. 

Lt^ttvr  from  Secrt*tary  of  Navy  Smith,  submitting  estimates  for  repairs, 
rent,  and  contingiMit  expenst»8  for  1806.  A.  S.  P.,  Nav.  Af.,  1:  151-152. 
Washington,  A.  ct  G.  Way,  1806.     4  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  1  S.  April  14,  1806. 

Messagt*  from  the  President,  on  relations  with  Tunis.  Washington,  A. 
&  (t.  Way,  180(5.     4  p.     W.  D.  L.     A.  S.  P.,  For.  Rel.,  2:  799. 

9  C:  1  S.  April  15,  1806. 

Message  from  the  Prwfsident,  on  treaty  with  the  IMnkashaws.  Washing- 
ton, A.  &  G.  Way,  1806.     7  p.     W.  D.  L. 

HOUSE   KEHORTS. 

9  C:  IS.  December  6,  1805. 

By  Mr.  (triyg,  motion,  to  rejjeal  certain  portions  of  laws  regarding  lands 
south  of  Tennessee,     n.  j>.,  n.  d.     (1)  p.     W.  1>.  L. 

9  C:  1  S.  December  16,  1805. 

By  Mr.  (Vowninshield,  on  hill  for  rt»lief  of  Theodorick  Armistead.  \. 
S.  P.,  C<.ni.  and  Nav.,  1:  598-599.  Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1805.  4  p. 
Atli.     W.  1).  L. 

9  0:  1  S.  De(»ember  16,  I8a5. 

By  Mr.  Cn)wninshiel(l,  on  [)etiti(ms  of  Edward  Toppan  and  others  ask- 
ing drawbacks  on  merchandise  shipped  to  New  Orleans.  Washington,  A. 
it  (i.  Way,  1805.     4  p.     W.  J).  L. 

9  C:  IS.  December  17,  18a5. 

By  Mr.  Tenncy,  in  part,  on  the  unfinished  business  of  Cong^ress.  Wash- 
ington, A.  &  G.  Way,  1805.     S  p.     W.  I).  L. 

9  V:  1  S.  December  17,  1805. 

By  Mr.  Dawson,  on  e.\i»en<litureH  by' States  for  fortifications  of  their 
harbors.     Waslungton,  A.  dk  G.  Way,  Hm.     —  p.     W.  D.  L.? 

9(':  IS.  February  7,  1806. 

By  Mr.  John  Randolph,  motion,  that  judges  Ixj  removed  by  the  Presi- 
dent on  jf)int  address  of  lx>th  Houses  of  Congress.     Ath. 

9  C^:  1  S.  February  12,  1806. 

By  Mr.  Sloan,  motion,  on  British  impressment  of  American  seamen.    Ath. 
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9  C:  1  S.  February  14,  1806. 

By  Mr.  Gamett,  on  memorials  of  officials  and  inhabitants  of  Indiana. 
.\. s".  P.,  Misc.,  1:450-451.   Washington,  A. &G.  Way,  1806.    6p.    W.D.L. 

9  C^:  IS.  Februar>'  19,  1806. 

Hy  Mr.  Clay,  on  petition  of  W.  Levis  and  H.  Maxwell  regarding  the 
])urcliase  of  journals  of  Confess.  Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1806.  4  p. 
Ath.     W.  1).  L.     A.  8.  P.,  Misc.,  1:  452. 

9  C:  1  8.  February  24,  1806. 

By  Mr.  Jolin  Randolph,  motion,  relating  to  the  holding  of  offices  under 
the  United  States.     Ath. 

9  (^:  1  8.  Febniary  27,  1806. 

By  ^I r.  ( -rowninshiehl,  on  surveys  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina.  A.  S.  P. , 
Com.  an<l  Nav.,  1:639.  Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1806.  6  p.  Ath. 
W.  I).  L. 

9  C:  1  8.  March  4,  1806. 

By  3Ir.  Gregg,  on  claims  to  public  lands  at  Natcrhez.  A.  S.  P.,  P.  L., 
1:  255>-2Hl.     Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1806.     11  p.     Ath.     \V.  D.  L. 

9C:  1  8.  March  11,  1806. 

By  Mr.  John  Cotton  Smith,  on  petition  of  Peter  A.  Guestier,  for  remis- 
sion of  duties.  A.  8.  P.,  Fin.,  2:  186.  Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1806. 
4  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  1  8.  March  26,  1806. 

By  Mr.  Kandolph,  on  deferring  payment  for  public  lands  in  Ohio  and 
Iu<liana.  A.  8.  P.,  P.  L.,  1:  284.  Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1806.  (3)  p. 
Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  18.  April  5,  1806. 

By  Mr.  ( Jregg,  on  rei>eal  of  laws  for  the  sale  of  public  lands  on  credit. 
A.  S.  P.,  P.  L.,  1 :  286-287.  Washington,  A.  A  G.  Way,  1806.  8  p,  1  bdsd. 
Ath.     W.  D.  I.. 

9C:  1  8.  April  17,  1806. 

By  Mr.  Dana,  motion,  for  protecting  American  seamen  and  ships.  Wash- 
ington, A.  <^  ( J.  Way,  1806.     (3)  p.     W.  D.  L. 

9(^:   IS.  April  18,  1806. 

By  Mr.  Dawson,  on  naval  jwace  establish  men  t.  Washington,  A.  &  (i. 
Way,  18(Hk     11  p.     W.  D.  L.  r 

SENATE    IMX:IIMENT8. 

9  C:  2  S.  December  30,  1806. 

Documents  accompanying  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  (i<K'enimoiit  during  1H07.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     — p.     Ath. 

9(':  2  8.  January  5,  1807. 

Accounts  ()f  the  Trea.surcr  of  the  United  States.     Ath. 

9  C:  2  8.  January  6,  1807. 

Petition  of  inhabitiintvS  of  Territory  of  Columbia,  relative  to  construction 
of  bridge  from  Washington  City  across  the  Potomac.  Washington,  Duane 
ct8<m,1807.     49  p.     W.D.L. 
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i*C:  2>.  JaniMrT  12,  1807. 

F>cimate  of  rfcrretaiy  ol  War  Ilearbom  for  the  miUtuy  cstml>liriiment 
WttibinetoD.  Willimm  Dojine  A  Sr^i.  1><C.     4  p.,  1  bdsd.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  2  .«.  Janoanr  20,  1807. 

Ik/truaentB  reUtire  u*  V.in«leuv  ibe  P«:4niiiae.     n.  p..  n.  d.    8  p.    W.  D.  L 

9  C:  2  .S.  Janouy  22,  1807. 

UeCter  ^*f  Tli*^  «lore  Barr.  r>n  lin<l|ziiif;  the  Potomac.    4  p.    Ath.    W.  D.  U 

U  i':  2  <.  Janoarr  21,  1807. 

Reftohitkriif  of  the  l^rmbitiTe  ciKucil  of  IiMliana,  relative  to  the  avpensioo 
rrf  tlie  pro\T-o  abolL^biug  slavery  in  the  Territory.  A-  S.  P.,  ^fisc.,  1:  467. 
Ath. 

9  C:  2  S.  Januarr  20,  1807. 

Letter  h*mi  The^idore  Burr,  relative  to  hniiging  the  Fotomac     Ath. 

9  T:  2  S.  January  22,  1807. 

Memorial  of  inhahitanti*  •»(  Alexamlria,  for  a  turnpike  mad  between 
Waj'hin^oii  (*ity  and  that  town.  Washington,  William  Duane  &  Son, 
1«07.     4  p.     Ath.     W.  P.  L. 

!♦  T:  2  S.  .Ianuar>-  28.  1S07. 

.Me>»«ge  fnjm  the  l*rw«ident,  "Hi  the  iiiin'enientBof  Aaron  Burr.     W.  I).  L.? 

!♦  (':  2  S.  Januar>'  29,  1807. 

Mf*»^ajn*,  27.  from  the  I'ri'fndfut,  tmnitniitting  re|»<.»rt  on  theMint.  A.  S. 
P.,  Fin..  2:  224-22'>.     .\th. 

9  <  •:  2  S.  Febniar\-  19,  1807. 

MeHMa^re  from  the  Pret'ident.  r»n  the  arrej*t  of  Aaron  Burr.  Washington, 
William  Duane  A  Si»n,  184)7.     11  p.     W.  D.  L. 

SKNATE    KEPORTS. 

9  C:  2  S.  January  2,  1807. 

Bv  Mr.  C'lav,  iiiMtion,  t«»  extend  rinniit  courts  to  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and 
Tenne«?ee.     Ath. 

9  C:  2  S.  January  12,  1807. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  uiotion,  mi  niieniii^  the  (-anal  at  the  rapids  of  the  Ohio. 
Ath. 

M  C:  2  S.  Januar>-  30,  1807. 

By  Mr.  Adainn,  n-jioUitiun,  on  standing  rules  of  the  Senate,  n.  p.,  n.  »i. 
(l)*p.     W.  D.  L. 

<»  C:  2  S.  Febniary  17,  1807. 

By  Mr.  Bnylley,  on  prohibiting  iini)ortation  of  slaves  after  1807.  n.  p., 
n.  «1.     4  p.     W.  i).  L. 

<M ':  2  S.  February  17,  1807. 

Bv  Mr.  Bnnlley,  on  i>erfeeting  titlen  to  Tennt5»««ee  land  grants.  A.  S.  P., 
P.  L.,  1 :  584-585.    Washington,  William  Duane  A  Son,  1807.    4  p.    W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  2  S.  February  24, 1807. 

iiy  Mr. ,  on  memorial  of  merchants  of  Philadelphia.     Ath. 

9(':  2S.  March  2, 1807. 

Bv  Mr.  Turner,  motion,  on  twelfth  rule  for  conducting  the  business  of 
the  Senate.     Ath. 
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norSE    IKXTMENTR. 

9  C:  2  S.  DecemV>er  2,  1806. 

Annual  niessa^e  from  the  President,     \V.  D.  L. 

9  C:  2  S.  December  3, 1806. 

Message  from  the  Pregident,  recommending  the  suspension  of  the  em- 
barjfo.     Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1806.     (3)  p.     W.  D.  L.     Ath. 

9  C:  2  S.  December  5,  1806. 

Annual  report  and  estimates  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gral latin.  Fol. 
Wasliington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1806.     20  p.,  5  bdsds.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

9  G:  2  S.  December  17, 1806. 

Report  of  commission  on  Canadian  refugees,  on  claims  of  Chloe  Shannon 
and  James  Ruland.     Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1806.     (4)  p.     W.  D.  L. 

9  0:  2  8.  December  23,  1806. 

Letter  from  Secretary  of  Treasury  Grallatin,  on  deposits  of  public  money 
in  banks  for  the  past  three  years.  Fol.  Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1806. 
7  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  2  S.  December  23,  1806. 

Message  from  the  President,  under  H.  Res.  of  December  15,  on  expend- 
itures for  public  buildings  in  Washington.  Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way, 
180rt.     15  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  2  S.  December  24,  1806. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  on  importations  for  past  year, 
to  Septeml>er,  1805.  Fol.  Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1806.  Fol.  3  p., 
4  iKlsds.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  2  8.  December  31,  1806. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  on  quotas  and  arrears  of  direct 
tax.  A.  S.  P.,  Fin.,  2:  219-220.  Washington,  A.  A  G.  AVay,  1807.  4  p., 
1  Ixlsd.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  2  S.  January  5,  1807. 

Message  from  the  President,  transmitting,  under  H.  Res.  of  December 
2ti,  report  of  Secretary  of  Navy  Smith  on  frigates.  Washington,  A.  <fe  G. 
Way,  1807.     7  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  2  8.  January  7,  1807. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  on  salt  tax  and  Me<literranean 
fund.  A.  S.  P.,  Fin.,  2:  221-222.  Washingt^m,  A.  A  G.  Way,  1807.  4  p., 
1  tKl8<l.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  2  S.  January  8,  1807. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  on  duties  and  drawbacks  for 
1803,  1804,  and  1805.  A.  S.  P.,  Fin.,  2:  222-223.  Washington,  A.  i<6  G. 
Way,  1807.     (3)  p.,  1  bdsd.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  2  S.  January  12,  1807. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Navy  Smith,  on  naval  pension  fund.  A.  8.  P., 
Nav.  Af.,  1:  155-161.  Fol.  Washington,  A.  A  G.  Way,  1807.  9  p.,  3 
bdsds.     W.  D.  L.     Ath. 
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9  C:  2  S.  February  24,  1807. 

Documeiitp  relating  to  the  Bauk  of  Detn)it.  Washington,  A.  A  G.  Way, 
1807.     2  p.     W.  D.  L.? 

9  C:  2  S.  February  25,  1807. 

Table  giving  i>ay  of  clerks  in  offices  of  Comptroller,  Auditor,  etc 
W.  D.  L.? 

9  C:  2  S.  February  26,  1807. 

Letter  from  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  on  exports  for  the  past  year. 
A.  S.  P.,  Com.  and  Nav.,  1:  69,V698.  Fol.  Waahington,  A.  A  G.  Way, 
1807.     15  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  2  S.  February  28,  1807. 

Letter  from  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  on  emoluments  of  xmstoms 
officers  for  180«.  Fol.  Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1807.  4  p.?  2  bdsds. 
Ath.     W.  D.  L.? 

9  C:  2  S.  Febimary  28,  1807. 

l^etter  from  SeiTetary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  transmitting  statement  of  the 
public  (lel>t  in  1801,  1802,  180.S,  1804,  1805,  and  1806.  A.  S.  P.  Fin.,  2: 
237-246.  Fol.  Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1807.  6  p.?  2  bdsds.  Ath. 
W.  D.  L. 

HOUSE  REPORTS. 

9  C:  2  S.  December  11,  1806. 

By  Mr.  Clopton,  resolution,  for  constitutional  amendment  restricting 
the  law-making  pc)wer8  of  Congress.  Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1806. 
(3)  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

9  0:  2  8.  December  17,  1806. 

By  Mr.  Thomas  on  relief  of  Canadian  refugees,  Chloe  Shannon  and 
James  Ruland.     Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1806.     4  p.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  2  S.  December  19,  1806. 

By  Mr.  Crowninshield,  resolution,  on  jietition  of  Charles  Gart  and  others, 
favoring  reduction  of  tluties  on  sugar.  Washington,  A.  A  G.  Way,  1806. 
(3)  p.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  2  S.  December  30,  1806. 

By  Mr.  Dana,  resf>lution,  for  encouragement  of  seamen.  Washington, 
A.  &  (i.  Way,  1807.     (3)  p.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  2  8.  January  2,  1807. 

By  Mr.  Dana,  motion,  on  prosecutions  for  libel.  Washingfton,  A.  &  G. 
Way,  1807.     (3)  p.     W.  I).  L. 

9  C:  2  S.  January  12,  1807. 

By  Mr.  Early,  on  mlditional  protet^tion  for  manufacturers  of  glass. 
Wa.Mhington,  A.  A  (i.  Way,  1807.     (3)  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  2  S.  January  15,  1807. 

By  Mr.  John  Randolph,  on  the  President's  message  relative  to  the  de- 
fense of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  and  of  New  Orleans.  A.  S.  P.,  Nav. 
Af.,  1:  162.     Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1807.     7  p.     W.  D.  L.? 
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9C:  2S.  .Tmiiiaiy  19.  lM(i7. 

By  Mr.  Rhea,  molion,  relativf  In  siirvoy  ••!  Iniiils  in   th.'  Tpirit 
Lonieiana..     Ath. 


9C:  : 


W.  D.  L. 


.January  21,  1S07. 
(if  Ne«-l)Hry;>ori..     Woshinglot 


By  Mr,  Early,  on  |>elitir.r 
A.  A  G.  Wny,  1807. 

flC:  2  8.  Januarj-23,  1807. 

By  Mr.  W.  Atslon,  jr.,  un  fztra  (.'ompensation  for  the  members  of  the 
Lewie  and  Clark  exploring  expedition.  Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1807. 
8  p.,  J  bdsd.    W.  D.  L. 

9  C:  2  8.  February  fi,  1807. 

By  Mr.  Holmes,  on  peHtion  of  Richard  Metlen.     Ath. 

9  C:  2  8.  February  10,  1807. 

By  Mr.  Early,  motion  relative  to  pulilicationofburveyaof  coast  of  North 
Oarolinft.    Washington,  A.  A  (i.  Way,  1807.    3  p.    Alh. 

ft  C:  2  8.  February  IB,  1807. 

By  Mr.  Newton,  motion  (agreed  to)  on  appointing  special  committee  to 
consider  additions  to  the  nava!  force.     Wai<luni;ton,  A.  &  G,  Way,  1807. 
.     W.  D.  L. 


February  18,  1807. 
laof  Williflni  F.aUm.     Waehing- 


»  C:  2  S. 
By  Mr.  Holmes,  on  settlement  of  a 
ton,  A.  A  G.  Way,  1807.     16  p.     W.  D.  1.. 

9  C:  2  S.  February  I!),  1807. 

By  Mr.  Joseph  Olav,  motion  on  Htandiiig  nilffl  anri  orders  of  the  Hoiiae. 
Ath. 


9  C:  2  8. 
By  Mr.  Holmes, 
.  from  Washington 
,   4  p.     W.  D.  L. 
9  C:  2  8. 
By  Mr.  Quincy, 
j'  with 
W.  D.  L. 

»  C:  2  8.  February  2.1,  1807. 

By  Mr.  Jolm  Bandolph,  on  bill  to  Bx  pay  of  I'lf  rbs  and  authorine 
laying  out  o(  publii:  roads.  Washiii)rti>n.  A.  &  G.  Wnv,  1807.  '■ 
W.  T>.  L. 


February  20,  1807. 
on  the  petition  of  I«iuc  Brif;i;Nf<ir  iiay  forHurveyingroad 
to  Ni'w  Orleans.      Wiifhini-loii.   .\'.  &  G.  Way,  1807. 

February  24,  1807, 
on  disapproving  legislative  act  of  Northwest  Territory 
Detroit  bank.     Washington,  A.  AG.  Way,  1807.    6  p. 


10  C;  2  8.  October  27,  1807, 

Annual  Message  from  the  President,     n,  (i.  n.  d.     —  p.     Atli. 

10  C:  1  S.  Deeember  16,  1807. 

Articles  of  agreement  and  cession,  April  24,  1802,  1)etween 
sioneis  of  the  United  States  and  of  (ie.ir>;ia.    Washington,  R.  C.  Weight- 
man,  1807.    7  p.    Ath.     W.  D.  L. 


i 
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10  C:  1  S.  December  30,  1807. 

MitsMifTi*  from  till*  President  traiiHinittin^  Ii'tterx  of  (General  Hull  regard- 
ing tlie  (H>n<liict  aixl  alU'giaiu*!;  of  the  IiuliaiiH  near  Detroit,  n.  p.  n.  d. 
-   [>.     Atli. 

10  (':  1  S.  December  31,  1807. 

By  Mr.  A<laiiiH,  on  thi*  coiiduct  of  Senator  John  Smith,  alleged  aisoidate 
III  Aan»n  Hiirr.  Washinjrton,  \l.  ('.  \Vei);htman,  1807.  15,  135  p.  Ath. 
\V.  1).  L.     A.  S.  P.,  MiHc,  1:  701-703. 

10  (':  1  S.  January  8,  1808. 

Mfssa«rt»  from  tin*  Pivsidciit  tmnHniittin^  n»port  of  the  Director  of  the 
Mint.     n.  [..  n.  <1.     —  j).     Ath.     A.  8.  P.,  Fin.,  2:  !>tt3-284. 

10  C:  1  S.  Januar>-  8,  1808. 

M(«*«iij;e  ni  the  Prl»^*idlMlt  on  eontin^Mit  exjK^nseH.     Ath. 

10  V:  1  S.  January  19,  1808. 

ReiK>rt  of  Sei'retary  of  Tri»asury  (iallatin  on  aseayH  of  forei^  coins.  A. 
S.  P.,  Fin.,  2,  2a5-2(i).     Ath. 

10  C:  1  S.  January  25,  1808. 

KejK)rt  of  Sis'retary  of  War  I)<»arl>orn  on  clerii'al  fort*e  of  War  Depart- 
nietit.     Ath. 

10  (^:  IS.  March  7,  1808. 

Mt'SHii^i'  i»f  thi»  Prt»Hi<lent  in  relation  to  the  title  of  the  New  Orleans 
hattnre.     Ath. 

10  C:  1  S.  April  12,  1808. 

KejMirt  of  S<'eri*tary  oi  Treiu»«ury  (iallatin  on  public  r<m<iH  and  canals. 
Wa>hin>rton,  K.  ('.  Wi-ijrhtinan,  ISOS.     1L>3  ]..     Ath. 

HKNATK    UKI*OKTS. 

IOC:  1  S.  October  28,  1807. 

I»y  -Mr.  Adam.**,  motion,  on  President*H  int^Hsagi^  mlatin);  to  outra^en  by 
British  armed  vesH'ls.     Ath. 

IOC.  IS.  I)eit»mber4,  1807. 

By  Mr.  <iilman,  moti<)n,  on  employing  an  additional  clerk  for  the  Sen- 
ate.    .Vth. 

IOC:   IS.  January  13,  1808. 

By  -Mr.  Titiin,  nu»tion,  nu  raisinji:  a  loan  for  the  maintenance  of  the  mili- 
tia of  <  Miio.     Ath. 

IOC:  IS.  January  14.  1808. 

r>y  Mr.  J.  Morrow,  motion,  on  a  l(»a:i  for  maintaining  the  militia  of 
Ohio.     Ath. 

IOC:  IS.  January  16,  1808. 

By  Mr.  <JileH,  motion,  on  defects  in  jjcnal  laws  of  the  United  States. 
Ath'. 

10  C:  1  S.  February  16,  1808. 

By  Mr.  Giles,  motion,  on  the  projxT  authority  for  habeas  c^orpus.     Ath. 

10  C:  1  S.  Febniary  23,  1808. 

By  Mr.  Maclay,  motion,  on  amen<lin^  the  Con.stitution  of  the  Uniteil 
States.     Ath. 
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IOC:   1  S.  Fi'])riiary  L'.'i,  18<)8. 

l>y  Mr.  Mitcliell,  motion,  on  the  8upi)ort  of  the  Library.     Ath. 

IOC:  1  S.  March  17,  1808. 

r.v  Mr.  r>riullf»v,  motion,  on  bnsinesH  neoc^sarv  to  lx» done.     Ath. 

IOC:   1  S.  April  12,  1808. 

By  ^Ir.  Adams,  on  roa<l.s  and  raiial.**,  containing;  Secretary  Gallatin's  re- 
port.    (Sec  S,  Doc.,  same  <late. )      1,200  copieH  printed.     Ath. 

IOC:   1  S.  Aj^ril  19,  1808. 

liy  Mr.  White,  motion,  on  manninjrand  e(inipi>inj;  frigates  of  tlie  United 
States.      A  til. 

10  C:   I  S.  ^  April  22,  1808. 

Hy  Mr.  Ke<Hl,  motion,  on  extra  pay  to  Senate  employeep.     Ath. 

JIOr.SK    DOCr.MENTK. 

IOC:  1  S.  .  October  28,  1807. 

Rep<»rt  by  I*.  11.  I^trolx' on  public  buildingfl  in  Washington.  A.S.  P., 
Mi.-^c.,  1 :  4S2-4S:j.     WaHhinjrton,  A.  &  (i.  Way,  1807.    7  p.    Ath.    W.  J).  L. 

10  C:  1  S.  Decenil)er  23,  1807. 

Ix'ttcr  from  Secretary  of  Treawury  (iallatin  rt^mling  appro]>riation8. 
Washin^on,  A.  tS:<i.  Way,  1807.     — p.     Ath. 

10  C:   1  S.  January  7,  1808. 

Report  of  l*oHtmaster-(Teneral  (ininger,  on  the  clerical  force  of  his  oflic*' 
dnrin);  1S07.     W.  D.  I.. 

IOC:  1  S.  January  18,  1808. 

Accounts  of  Cnited  States  Treasurer  T.  T.  Tucker  toSeptemlxM-  :^0, 1807. 
Washin^rt«ni,  A.  it  (I.  Way,  1808.     2:^7  p.     Ath.     W.  I).  L. 

IOC:   IS.  Fi'bruary  25,  1808. 

lU'i»ort  of  SiMTctary  of  War  I)earlH>rii,  on  |H*tilion  of  Samuel  Fn'iich  of 
Virjrinia.     Ath. 

IOC:   1  S.  March  17,  1808. 

Mes.sij^e  from  the  IMi'si<lent,  on  relations  with  France  and  Sjmin.  A.  S.  1*., 
For.  K.,  :;:  so.     Washin^'tiMi,  A.  Sci\.  Way,  ISOK.     10  i». 

IOC:   1  S.  March  25,  1808. 

M(\s.>iavrc  from  the  l*rc.'^i<lent  on  ])rocurin«r sites  forfortilications.  A.  S.  I*., 
Mil.  Af.,  i:  2:;.'>.     Washinj^ton,  A.  it  (i.  Way,  1808.     4  p. 

10  C:   IS.  Ajinl  2,  1808. 

.Messa<:e  of  the  Fn'sideiit  rec«)nunendinjj  thi'  publication  of  lett*^rs  from 
M.  Champaj^ny  to  (i«'neral  Armstrong  an<l  Mr.  Krskine  in  S<*c!vtary  of 
Stat<'  Madison.     Washinjxton,  A.  t^'  (J.  Way,  18()8.     4  p.     W.  I).  L. 

IOC:   1  S.  April  5,  1808. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  (Iallatin,  on  <"laims  under  the  Louisiana 
convention.  A.S.  P.,  Fin.,  2:  2s:*.-2S(;.  Washington,  A.  c"t  (J.  Way,  1808. 
20  p.     Ath. 

IOC:   1  S.  April  18,  1808. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  (Jallatin,  on  the  case  (►f  the  schooner 
Salhf.  A.  S.  v.,  Com.  ,V:  Nav.,  1:  72<i-727.  Washington,  A.  ik  (J.  Way, 
ISOS.     8  p.     Ath.     W.  1).  I.. 
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10  C:  IS.  April  25,  1808. 

Doounientfi  relative  to  the  case  of  (ieneral  Wilkinson  presented  by  Dele- 
gate I).  Clark.     A.  S.  P.,  Mise.,  1 :  936-939.     W.  D.  L. 

IIOITHR    RKI»ORT8, 

10  C:  IS.  January  9,  1808. 

By  Mr.  Dana,  motion,  on  seamen  sailing  on  registered  vessels.     Ath. 

10  C:  IS.  January  11,  1808. 

By  Mr.  Adams,  motion,  on  the  removal  of  the  embargo.     Ath. 

10  C:  IS.  January  30,  1808. 

By  Mr.  G.  W.  Campl>eli,  motion,  on  amending  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.     Ath. 

10  (^:  1  S.  February  8,  1808. 

By  Mr.  Burwell,  motion,  on  procuring  stands  of  arms.     Ath. 

10  C:  1  S.  February  28,  1808. 

By  Mr.  Smilie,  motion,  on  maintaining  the  decorum  of  the  House.    Ath. 

10  C:  IS.  Februar>'  29,  1808. 

By  Mr.  ( -loptoii,  motion,  on  amending  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
StateH.     Ath. 

IOC:  IS.  March  21,  1808. 

By  Mr.  Rowan,  motion,  on  intpiiring  into  the  conduct  of  Judge  Harr}' 
James,  rnite<l  States  district  of  Kentucky.  Wash.,  A.  &  G.  W'ay,  1808. 
4S  p.     W.  D.  L. 

10  C:  1  S.  April  7,  1808. 

By  Mr.  Find  ley,  on  <late  of  closing  the  present  seasion  and  of  business 
necessary  to  Ih»  done.     Wa.sli.,  A.  Sc  (J.  Way.     4  p.     Ath.     W'.  D.  L. 

10  C:  1  S.  April  8,  1808. 

By  Mr.  (^ampln*!!,  motion,  on  authorizing  the  President  to  repeal  the 
enilnirgo. 

SENATK    DOCr.MENTS. 

10  V:  2  S.  December  28,  1808. 

Message  of  Deceml)i»r  23?  from  the  President,  transmitting,  under  S.  Res. 
of  NovemlKT  14,  all  Euroi)ean  onlers  and  decrees  since  1791  affecting  the 
conmiercial  rights  of  tlie  United  States.  Fol.  Washington,  Roger  Chew 
Weiglitman,  180S.  54  i>.  W.  D.  L.  Also  8«.  Washington,  R.  C.  Weight- 
man,  1808.     123  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

IOC:  2  S.  Decemlxjr  28,  1808. 

Message,  December  27,  from  tlie  President,  transmitting,  under  S.  Res. 
of  November  14,  report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin  on  nundxT  (>f 
vessels  dei)art(td  from  tlie  Uiuted  States  with  j^ennission.     Fol.     W.  D.  L.  ? 

IOC:  2  S.  January  5,  1809. 

Message  from  the  President,  transmitting  report  on  the  mint.  A.  S.  P., 
Fin.,  2:  317-318.     Ath. 

SENATE    REI»ORTS. 

10  C:  2  S.  November  10,  1808. 

By  Mr.  Giles,  motion,  on  the  embargo  laws.     Ath. 
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10  C:  B  S. 

November  11 

1808. 

J 

By  Mr  HUlhouee,  motio 

,  on  the  repeal  of  the  i;mbargo. 

Ath. 

^^^M 

10  C:  2  S. 

November  1 1 

1808. 

^^^M 

By  Mr.  Reed,  motion,  concerning  stationery  for  the  flenate 

Ath 

^M 

IOC:  2  8. 

1808. 

By  Mr.  Bradley,  motion. 

on  the  proceedings  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers. 

At!..                             1 

IOC:  as. 

November  17 

180S. 

1 

By  Mr.  Anderson,  niolio 

,  on  meinorlHl  of  merchants  of  Boston,  Salem.                               J 

Hew  York.  etc.    Ath. 

■ 

IOC:  2 a 

December !.' 

1808. 

1 

By  Mr.  GailUrd,  motion, 

on  district  juiigen.     Ath. 

1 

10  C:  2  8. 

December  28 

1808. 

1 

By  Mr.  Urigg,  motion,  ■» 

biudini;  fete  of  documents.     .\th 

1 

IOC:  2  8. 

January  18 

1809. 

1 

By  Mr.  Smith,  motion,  o 

1  uppropriftting  two  millions  of  dollars. 

Ath.                          J 

10  C:  2  S. 

Jammry  27 

1801). 

1 

By  Mr.  Buyard.  motion, 

ou   pl'ovisiolis  for  the  sujiport  o 

the  Unilt;<l                                | 

Btat«t  judges.     Atli. 

1 

10  C:  2  H. 

Kehrnary  K 

IMOil. 

1 

By  Mr  Giles,  motion,  o 

1   iiitfriliilini:   r..ri'iirn   iirmB"!  i*hi|w  (m 

.  a.,                     1 

fl(f»te™  of  the  United  Stalw 

Ath. 

J 

lU  C:  2  H. 

KcbruHry  13 

1H0». 

^^m 

ByMr.  Hillhouee,  in.itio 

IOC:  2H. 

February  20 

180U. 

^H 

By  Mr.  Gilei,  molion,  relaliv,-  I nln.l  of  UniW  SUte*.  v 

iirlfl. 

^^ 

VuA.    1  p.    Ath. 

1 

10  C:  2  S. 

February  26 

itm. 

1 

By  Mr.  Mitchell,  niolioi. 

relative  to  ./ontn)!  ol  the  Libmry 

B. p.,  n. d.    —p.     Ath. 

^ 

10  C:  2  8. 

November  10 

1808. 

■ 

By  Mr.  Eppta,   motion, 

HI   iliHContimiiiig  all    intercourse 

with 

■ 

jpritain  and  France.     Ath. 

1 

10  C:  2  H. 

Noveml«T  10 

1«0W. 

By  Mr.  Chittt-nden,  motion,  on  the  repeal  of  thi-  embargi.  Ihw.     Ath.                                      ] 

10  C:  2  8. 

November  14 

1808. 

By  Mr.  Mumford,  motion 

on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo.     Ath. 

10  C:  2  8. 

Novemlierl.T 

1808. 

By  Mr.   Sftwyer,   motion 

on  oiiening  ciiinmiinication   wit 

1   the 

\V,*l 

Indies.    Ath. 

10  C:  2  8. 

Noveriii-er  Hi 

1808. 

By  Mr.  Cook,  motion,  on 

arming  merchant  veaseln.    Ath. 

10  C:  2  8. 

Novemljer  21 

180H. 

By  Mr.  Dana,  motion,  on 

regulating  the  londUL-t  of  merchant  veeselii.                              J 

^ 

1 

^ 

398  AMERICAN    HISTORICAL   ASSOCIATION. 

10  ( ^  2  S.  Janiiar>'  ^,  1809. 

By  Mr.  rniinlt'xtvr,  motion,  on  the  sale  of  United  States  lands  in  the 
Territory  of  Orleans.     Ath. 

10  C:  2  8.  February  26,  1809. 

By  Mr.  Dana,  motion,  on  allowing  merchant  vessels  to  be  armed.     Ath. 

SENATE   DOCUMENTS. 

11  C:  IS.  June  6,  1809. 
Report  of  Secretary  of  War  KuHtis,  on  military  affairs.     Washington, 

R.  C.  Wcightman,  1809.     4  p.     W.  D.  L. 

U  C:  IS.  June  8,  1809. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Navy  Hamilton,  on  sale  of  gunboats.     W.  D.  L 

SENATE    IMXTMENTB. 

11  C:  2  S.  January .22,  1810. 

Me»*age  from  the  President,  transmitting  re|)ort  of  Secretary  of  Treasury 
Gallatin  on  relations  with  the  Barbary  Powers.  A.  S.  P.,  Misc.,  2:  20-45. 
Washington,  R.  C.  Weightmau.     1810.     108  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

110:  2  S.  February  9,  1810. 

Report  of  Attorney-General  Rodney,  under  S.  Res.  of  February  6,  on 
cascti  in  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  on  appeal  from  the  Territory  of 
Orleans.     Ath. 

SENATE  REPORTS. 

11  C:  2  S.  January  12,  1810. 

By  Mr.  Meigs,  on  petition  of  Daniel  Boone  asking  for  a  grant  of  land. 
Ath.     W.  D.  T,. 

110:2  S.  March  6,  1810. 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  on  the  President's  message  relative  to  the 
reorgnnizati<»n  of  the  militia.     A.  S.  P.,  Mil.  Af.,  1:  256.     Ath. 

11  O:  2S.  March  29,  1810. 

By  Mr.  (ircgg,  on  Imsincss  necessary  to  1k^  done  and  on  expediency  of 
closing  the  present  session.  Washington,  R.  0.  Weightmau.  1810.  8  p. 
Ath.     W.  1).  L. 

11  (^:  2S.  April  2,  1810. 

I5y  Mr.  Brent,  on  petition  of  Father  <iuillet  in  l>ehalf  of  the  religious 
order  oi  l^Ji  Trappe  regarding  public  lands.  A.  S.  P.,  P.  L.,  2:  100-107. 
Washington,  K.  0.  Weightmau.     1810.     6  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

11  O:  2S.  April  17,  1810. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  on  petition  of  Elisha  Winters.     Ath. 

11  C:  2S.  April  19.  1810. 

By  Mr.  <iiles,  on  resohition  relative  to  Ixnuity  lands  for  Vii^ginian 
soldiers.     Ath. 

HOUSE   IXK'UMENTS. 

\\V:  2  S.  Febniary  14,  1810. 

lictter,  February  1,  from  Secretary  of  Treasury  (iallatin,  accompanying 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  L.  Audmin,  to  chairman  of  Committee  on  Claims. 
Ath. 
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11  C:  2  S.  Febriiarv  22,  1810. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  State  Smith,  on  petition  of  G.  Hannah  and  others 
relative  to  relief  of  impressed  American  seamen.     Ath. 

HOUSE  REPORTS. 

11  C :  IS.  December  7,  1809. 

By  Mr.  Morrow,  on  petitions  of  Thomas  Ayres  and  other  Canadian  refu- 
gees, asking  compensation  for  losses.  Washington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1809. 
4  p.     W.  D.  L. 

11  C :  2  S.  December  19,  1809. 

By  Mr.  Macon,  on  the  standing  rules  of  the  House.  W^ashington,  A.  & 
G.  Way,  1809.     16  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

110:  2  S.  January  4  (?),  1810. 

By  Mr. ,  on  naval  hospitals.     Ath. 

11  0 :  2  S.  .  January  31,  1810. 

By  Mr.  Nelson,  on  resolutions  relative  to  granting  half  pay  to  Revolu- 
tionary soldiers.     A.  S.  P.,  Claims,  372.     Ath. 

11  C :  2  S.  February  26,  1810. 

By  Mr.  Bassett,  on  creating  a  fund  for  naval  hospitals.  A.  S.  P.,  Nav. 
Af.,'l:  227-228.     Ath. 

SENATE  DOCUMENTS. 

1 1  C :  3  S.  December  18,  1810. 

Memorial  of  the  oflScers  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.     Ath. 

11  C :  3  S.  December  24,  1810. 

Memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia,  favoring  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  A.  S.  P.,  Com. 
and  Nav.,  1822.     Fin.,  2:  45;i-454.     Ath. 

1 1(^ :  3  S.  December  24,  1810. 

Petition  of  mercliants  of  Philadelphia,  asking  exemption  from  the  pro- 
vision of  the  nonintercourse  law.     Ath. 

11  C:  3S.  Januarv28,  1811. 

Message,  January  25,  from  the  President,  transmitting,  under  S.  Res.  of 
Jamuiry  21,  report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Ciallatin.  Washington,  R.  C 
Weightman,  1811.     4  p.     Ath!!     W.  D.  L. 

11  C:  3S.  •     Februarys,  1811. 

Message  from  the  President,  transmitting,  under  S.  Res.  of  February  1, 
report  of  Secretary  of  State  Smith  on  the  census  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 
Washington,  R.  C.  Weightman,  1811.     4  p.,  2  bdsds.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

11  C:  3  S.  -  February  5,  1811. 

Rt^lM>rt  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  on  the  reneiwal  of  the  charter 
of  the  United  States  Bank.  A.  S.'p.,  Fin.,  2:  480-481.  Washington,  R.  C. 
Weightman,  1811.     8  p.     Ath.     W.  1).  i.. 

11  C:  3S.  February  7,  1811. 

Message  from  the  President,  transmitting,  under  S.  Res.  of  January  21, 
rejKjrt  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  (Gallatin.  Washington,  R.  C.  Weightman, 
1811.     4  p.,  9  bdsds,     W.D.L. 
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SENATE   REPORTS. 

11  C:  3  8.  January  10,  1811. 

By  Mr.  (iregj?,  on  claims  of  the  heirs  of  Gren.  Anthony  Wayne. 
A.S.  P.,  Claims, 408.  Washinj?ton,  R.  C.  Weightman,  1811.  10  p.  Ath. 
W.  D.  L. 

11  C:  3  8.  March  2,  1811. 

By  Mr.  Bradley,  on  memorial  of  General  Jamee  Wilkinson.  Washing- 
ton, R.  C.  Weightman.     1811.     8  p.     W.  I).  L. 

HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

11  C:  3  8.  December  5,  1810. 

Annual  mesnage  from  the  President.     Washington,  R.  0.  Weightman, 

1810.  —  p.     W.  D.  L. 

11  C :  3  8.  December  21,  1810. 

Memorial  of  Illinois  and  Wabash  Land  Cqpipany.  A.  S.  P.,  Pub.  L., 
2:  108:120.     n.  p.,  n.  d.     —  p.     Ath. 

11  (':  3  S.  December  24,  1810. 

Report  of  SiHTi'tary  of  Treasury  (lallatin,  on  foreign  coins.  Washington, 
R.  V.  Weightman,  1810.     4  p.,  1  ]x\m\.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

1 1  C:  3  8.  December  31,  1810. 

Ri'gnlatioiiH  preimnMl  by  Secretary  of  War  Eustis,  for  improving  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  militia.     Ath. 

11  C:  3S.  January  9,  1811. 

Supplementary  n»i)ort  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  under  H.  Res. 
of  DecemU^r  24,  1810,  on  a<lditional  conij^ensation  to  commissioners  west 
of  Pearl  River.     Washington,  R.  C.  Weightman,  1811.    4  p.    Ath.    W.  D.  L. 

11  C:  3S.  January  9,  1811. 

ReiK.)rt  by  Secretary  of  Treasury  (iallatin,  on  unlawful  occupancy  of 
publi<-  lands.     A.  S.  P.*,  P.  L.,  2:  242-251.     Washington,  R.  C.  Weightman, 

1811.  11  p.,  9  Ixlsds.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

11  C:  3  8.  January  14,  1811. 

Message,  January  12,  from  the  President,  on  British  affairs.  Washing- 
ton, R.  C.  Weightman,  1811.     8  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

11  C:  3  S.  January  15,  1811. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  Navy  Hamilton,  on  naval  contracts.     Ath. 

1 1  C:  3  8.  January  22,  1811. 

Accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Ktates  for  1810.  Washington, 
R.  C.  Weightman,  1811.     214  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 

11  C:  3  S.  February  11,  1811. 

Message  from  the  President,  transmitting,  under  8.  Res,  of  February  7, 
report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  Gallatin,  on  claim  of  G.  W.  Erving.  A. 
8.  P.,  Fin.,  2:  484-486.     Ath. 

11  C:  3  8.  February  12,  1811. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  State  Smith,  on  naturalized  and  registered  sea- 
men, from  1796  to  1809.     A.  S.  P.,  Com.  and  Nav..  1:  872.    Ath. 
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11  C:  3  a 
MeesBge  from  tlie  President,  ( 
4p.,  Ibdfid.    W.  D.  L. 


February  10,  1811. 
A.  8,  P.,  Mil.  M.,  I: 


12  C:  1  S. 
R«port  i>f  Secretary  of  Navy  Hamilton  <: 
Nav.  Af.,  1:  270-273.     n.  p.,  n.  .1.     10  p.     A 


May  26,  1812. 
ival  hospitals.    A.  S.  P., 


t 


12  C:  1  S.  March  9.  Ifll2. 

from  the  Preaulpnt,  on  relatioiiB  with  Great  Britain.  A.  S.  P., 
For.  B.,  3:  545-547.  Waahingtou,  R.  C.  Weightman,  1812.  50  p.  Ath. 
Vf.  D.  L. 

12  C:  IB.  May  26,  1812. 

Message  from  the  President,  transmitting  correspondence  of  Secretary 
of  SUte  Madison  on  relationw  with  France.  Washington,  B.  C.  Weight- 
man,  1812.     62  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L. 


L  H0D8K   DOCUMBNTB. 

I  12  C:  1  S.  November  8,  1811. 

~   Meseaire,  November  7.  from  the  President,  on  relations  with  France, 
Waahington,  A.  &  G.  Way,  1811.    8  p.    W,  D.  L. 

12  C:  IS.  December  16,  1811. 

Report  of  Secretary  of  War  Eustifl,  on  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores. 
Ath, 

12  C:  1  S.  January  1,  1812. 

Annual  report  of  Secretary  of  Navy  Hamilton,  on  expenditures  tor  past 
year.  Washington,  R.  C.  Weightmaa,  1812.  Fol.  4  p..  1  hdsd.  Ath. 
W.  D,  L. 

12  C:  IS.  January  2!,  1812. 

Report  of  Set-retary  of  State  Monroe,  c)n  clerks  in  his  ufBce.     A.  B.  P., 
kMiac.,  2:  189-172.     Ath. 

■  12  C:  1 8,  Januarj'  21.  1812. 

H   Report  of  Secretary  of  War  Euirtis,  on  clerks  in  his  office.     Ath. 
12  C;  1  S.  January  SI,  1812. 

I«tter  of  Secretary  of  War  Eustis,  setting  forth  necessity  of  additional 
appropriations  (or  an  additional  military  force.  A.  S.  P..  Mil.  Af.,  1:  317, 
Fol.    Ath. 


■  12  C:  2  S.  January  14,  1813. 

I     Message  from  the  President,  transmitting,  under  S,  Res.  of  Dei-enit^r  22, 
1812,  report,  of  Secretary  of  State  Madison  rcspetling  Vtwt  Florida.     Wach- 
ington,  Roger  C.  Weightman,  1813.    10  p.     Ath.     W.  D.  L.    ConMen- 
lially  printed  under  authority  of  Senate  January  26,  1813. 
H.  Doc.  745,  58-2— vol  1^26 
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examination  of  applicants  for  State  life  certificates,  and  to 
recommend  to  the  board  of  education  the  issuing  of  such  cer- 
tificates, and  to  recommend  to  the  same  board  candidates  for 
complimentar}'  State  life  certificates,  and  candidates  for  nor- 
mal-institute instructors'  and  conductors'  certificates.  Its 
reports  arc  printed  in  those  of  the  state  superintendent,  and 
its  archives  are  kept  in  his  office. 

20.    BOARD  OF  LIBRARY  GOMMI8SIOXERS. 

In  connection  with  an  act  regulating  public  libraries  in  Colo- 
rado, a  State  board  of  library  commissioners  was  established 
by  an  act  of  April  10,  1899.  The  function  of  this  board  is  to 
counsel  and  assist  the  free  libraries  of  the  State.  Every 
library  supported  wholly  or  in  part  by  State  funds  is  required 
to  report  annually  to  the  board,  which  body  reports  biennially 
t<)  tlie  governor  of  the  State. 

The  first  biennial  report  of  the  commissioners  appeared  in 
1902. 

21.    BOARD  or  CHARITIES   AND  OORRBGTIONS. 

The  Board  of  Charities  and  Corrections  of  Colorado  was 
ci*eated  l)y  act  of  March  19,  1891.  Its  six  biennial  reports  to 
date  cover  the  years  from  1891  to  1902.  They  include  brief 
r(^p<jrts  from  the  State  charitable  and  penal  institutions,  and 
occasional  reports  on  charity  conferences. 

The  archives  of  the  office  contain  the  following  classes  of 
material: 

(1)  Pai)er8  of  the  lK)ard  of  pardons  (see  poet). 

(2)  Record  book  for  the  daily  work  of  the  office. 

(3)  Minute  l>o<jk  of  the  meetings  of  the  Ixxard. 

(4)  Lihniry  of  reix)rtH  of  boards  of  charities  of  other  States. 

(5)  Files  of  newHpa]>er  clippingH  n>lating  to  charities  and  ciimee. 

(6)  Manuscript  reports  from  the  ctiaritable  and  penal  institutions 

of  the  State. 

(7)  Criminal  records:  Between  1893  and  April,  1901,  the  records  of 

criminals  in  the  State  were  preserved  in  record  books.  Since 
April,  liK)l,  they  have  been  kept  in  a  card  catalogoe,  which 
is  gradually  Ix'ing  expanded  to  include  the  earlier  cases  in 
the  record  lK><)ks.  The  files  of  newspaper  clippings  are  sup- 
plementary to  these  records. 

(8)  ( -orrespondcnce  of  the  office:  Only  the  more  important  letters 

to  the  ollict^  are  prew^rvwl  in  files.  Carbon  copies  of  letters 
written  art*  preservi^l. 


PUBLIC    ARCHIVES    OF    COLORADO. 


491 


» 
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There  have  lieeii  thirteen  rej^ular  and  three  extra  sessions 
of  the  assembly.  Except  for  the  first  and  last  sessions,  the 
laws  havp  been  printed  separately  for  each  session,  lu  the 
last  case^the  special  session  of  lit03— the  lawa  are  pnnt«d  in 
the  same  volume  with  those  of  the  regular  session  of  the 
same  year.  In  the  tirst  case,  the  laws  of  the  session  of  1876 
were  included  in  the  "Geneml  Ijiiws"  of  1877.  Until  ISKm) 
there  were  regular  Spanish  editions  of  the  laws,  and  occa- 
,   sional  German  editions. 

Two  official  compilations  of  the  laws  have  been  made. 

"The   Geneml    Laws   of   the   State   of   Colorado,     •     *     • 

I  Denver,  1H77,"  is  a  collection  of  statutes  in  force  at  the  time 

[  of  the  admis«)ioD  of  the  State,  together  with  those  of  the  first 

[  assembly.     "The  General  Statutes  of  the  Statts  of  Colorado, 

I  1883,"  is  a  similar  compilation  published  in  1^83,     The  earlier 

collection  is  also  in  German  and  Spanish,  the  later  in  Spanish. 

Codes  of  civil  procedure  have  been  issued  in  1877,  1S79,  and 

.   1883. 

The  occasional  documents  published  by  the  assembly  are 
issued  without  a  regidar  system.  They  comprise  chiefly 
report*,  speeches,  election  cases,  land  investigations,  and 
other  matters  of  immediate  interest.  A  complete  bihliog- 
raphj-  of  these  is  in  process  of  preparation  hy  Mrs.  Mary  F. 
Miller,  deputy  State  librarian,  for  li.  R.  Bowker's  Catalogue 
of  State  Publications. 
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The  judicial  reports  of  Colorado  are  containea  in  two  series 
of  volumes,  known,  resjiectively,  as  '"Colorado  Reports''  and 
"  Court  of  Appeals  Reports. "  The  former  series,  running  to 
olumes  to  19(11,  contains  the  opinions  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  State,  together  with  two  and  a  half  volumes  of 
decisions  of  the  Territorial  supreme  court.  The  court  of 
appeals  was  created  by  act  of  April  6,  ISSl,  and  organized 
the  following  day.  It  has  15  volumes  of  reports  Uy  1900;  1 
by  Beck,  2  tii  !'  by  Hobinson,  and  H)  to  15  by  Gordon. 
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The  record  of  contagious  diseases  is  now  in  its  second  vol- 
ume; that  of  typhoid  fever  is  still  in  its  first.  The  death 
certificates  have  been  preserved  since  January  1,  1900.  For 
the  first  year  they  are  classified  by  date;  for  (he  subsequent 
period  by  place  and  date.  There  Is  no  index  of  names.  There 
is  no  record  of  births  or  of  tubercular  diseases. 

The  current  correspondence  of  the  board  is  well  kept,  and 
the  present  i)olicy  of  the  office  seems  to  be  as  farsighted  as  its 
appropriation  will  allow. 

Six  volumes  of  reports  of  the  board  have  been  printed: 
Volume  I,  1876;  II,  1877;  III,  1879-80;  IV,  1892,1893,  189i; 
V,  1894-1900;  VI,  1900-2.  The  office  of  the  board  has  no 
knowledge  as  to  reports  in  the  years  in  which  nothing  was 
printed. 

A  monthh'  sanitary  bulletin  and  frequent  circulai-s  of  in- 
struction are  issued  by  the  >K)ard. 

25.    BOARD  OF   STOCK   INSPECTION   COMMISSIONERS. 

By  act  of  February  6,  1879,  an  appointive  board  of  inspec- 
tion commissioners  of  three  members  was  created.  Its  func- 
tion was  to  watch  the  brands  and  prevent  the  exportation  of 
stolen  cattle.  Its  num))er  was  increased  to  five  by  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1881,  and  to  nine  by  act  of  April  2,  1885. 

The  position  of  State  veterinary  surgeon  was  created  March 
28,  1SS5;  and  by  another  act  of  the  same  day  the  State  veteri- 
nary sanitary  board  of  three  members,  including  the  surgeon, 
was  established.  The  duty  of  this  board  was  to  look  after 
the  health  of  cattle. imported  into  the  State. 

These  two  l)oards  were  consolidated  })\'  act  of  April  6, 1903, 
in  the  new  State  board  of  stock  inspection  commissioners  of 
niiH*  members.  The  archives  of  the  earlier  boards,  so  far  as 
they  exist,  are  to  be  found  in  the  new  office  in  the  capitol. 

Generally  the  biennial  reports  of  the  veterinary  sanitary 
board  and  the  veterinary  surgeon  have  been  printed  together. 
This  was  done  for  the  years  1886,  1887-8,  1893-4,  1895-6, 
1897-8,  1S99-1900,  19(a-2.  In  1890  the  board's  report  was 
print(Hl  alone.  Frec^uent  bulletins  have  been  printed  by  both 
the  })oar(ls. 

The  manuscript  archives  of  the  old  l)oard  were  not  well 
preserN'od.     Some  of  the  letter  books  and  files  are  known  to 
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exist-  There  are  Mjme  fifteen  lar^  folio  volumes  of  rppoi-ts 
of  cattle  inspectors,  whicli  seem  to  contain  the  complete  sories. 
Thf!  reports  of  the  inHpectors  for  the  veterinary  nanitarj'  board 
have  also  been  preaervod,  but  they  have  not  buen  bound, 

26.    BTATE    BOARD    OF   AdRICUI.TUHE. 

The  State  board  of  agriculture  was  established  by  act  of 
February  27,  1877.  Ita  principal  functions  have  been  to  con- 
duct an  agricultural  college  (see  po:st)  and  an  agricultural  ex- 
periment station.  It  reports  annually  to  the  governor  of  the 
State,  the  first  report  being  for  1877,  the  twenty-fourth  for 
13(.I2,  The  third  and  fourth  reports  wei'e  itiennial,  for  1879-80 
and  1881-S2. 

The  reports  of  the  Ixmrd  of  agriculture  oft«n  include  those 
of  the  experiment  utation  and  the  agriculturul  eollege.  I'p  to 
its  eightli  annual  report  for  1S95  the  experiment  station  pub- 
li.shed  independent  annual  repoi'ts,  but  the  eighth  report  of  this 
year  was  joined  to  the  seventeenth  report  of  the  State  board. 
And  since  1S95  the  practice  has  been  irregular.  At  least  in 
1898  and  1902  the  reports  were  joined. 

The  bulletins  of  the  experinient  station  published  bj'  the 
State  board  of  agriculture  are  many  in  number. 

27.    nOAtCI)   OF    HORTICULTURE. 

The  State  board  of  horticulture,  created  by  act  of  April  5, 
1893,  is  the  successor  of  an  organization  that  has  lived  since 
1882  under  the  various  names  State  horticultural  society. 
State  bureau  of  horticulture,  and  Colorado  state  horticultural 
and  forest r}'  association. 

This  board  has  at  various  times  printed  or  prepared  some 
14  reports: 


Firet 1882,188a-84 

Bwond 1885 

Third 1888 

■ponrth 1887-88 

■Fifth I88S-S0 


Eighlh Sot  printed. 

Ninth 1897 

Tenth 1898 

Eleventb _._  1898 

Twelfth 1900 


aUth 1891-92     lliirteienth 1901 

Seventh I893-W     Fourtwnlh 1902 

The  archives  of  the  lioard  include  the  annual  reports  of  the 
county  inspectors,  which  show  in  tabulated   form  acreage. 


J 
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38.    STATE   EN(}INEER. 

''  The  office  of  State  engineer  was  created  by  act  of  March  30, 
1889,  which  repealed  an  act  of  March  5,  1881,  establishing  a 
HOinewhiit  similar  office  of  State  hydraulic  engineer. 

Biennial  reports  have  been  printed  since  1881-82,  so  that 
there  are  now  eleven  in  all. 

The  State  engineer  has  charge  of  the  irrigation  system  of 
the  Stiite.  The  reports  of  his  district  engineers  and  water 
commissioners  form  a  considerable  part  of  the  archives  of  his 
office.  Ik^ginning  with  11M>3,  maps  and  statements  of  every 
new  ditch  or  reservoir  are  tiled  with  him. 

The  engineer  also  has  oversight  of  public  buildings  and 
works  erect(»d  by  the  State.  The  records  of  various  surveys 
and  n^ports  made  in  tliis  connection  are  preser^'ed  in  his  office. 

31).  INSPECTOR  OF  STEAM  BOILERS. 

The  |>ositi<)n  of  inspector  of  steam  boilers  was  creatpd  by 
act  of  April  1,  18St^  It  h»is  })een  impossible  to  get  access  to 
the  office  of  the  inspector,  but  the  following  of  his  reports 
have  })een  found:  First  and  second  annual,  1889-90;  biennial, 
1S93-94;  seventh  and  eighth  annual,  1895-96;  ninth  and  tenth 
annual,  1S97-9S. 

40.    DAIRY    COMMISSIONER. 

The  office  of  State  dairv  commissioner  was  created  bv  act 
of  April  r>,  1885,  and  abolished  March  9,  1891;  reestablished 
April  12,  is<>3,  and  modified  April  1,  1895.  The  reports  of 
til  is  officer,  which  liave  reference  principally  to  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  oleoniargarine  laws,  have  been  published  and  pre- 
served irregularly.  The  following  reports  have  been  found: 
18S.5-86;  1888;  1889-90;  1894;  lSI)5-96;  ninth,  1899;  tenth, 
190,»;  eleventh,  1901;  twelfth,  1902. 

The  archives  of  the  office  consist  of  some  little  correspond- 
ence and  records  of  cases  prosecuted  by  the  commission. 

•11.    COMMISSIONER   OF    1»RINTING. 

The  assembly  of  1903  estiiblislu^d  the  office  of  commissioner 
of  printing.  The  first  bi<*nnial  report  for  this  office  will  be 
in  1903-4. 
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The  oflioe  of  Stjite  geologist  has  existed  sioce  its  establish- 
ment by  the  Territorial  legislature  in  lS7iJ.  As  no  conipeii- 
HAlioti  haa  ever  been  coanected  with  it.  and  an  no  quarters  have 
been  assigned  to  it,  its  work  haw  been  irregular.  The  present 
inCumltent  has  no  Icnowledge  of  any  archives  of  the  office 
previous  to  his  incumbency.  And  there  is  no  reason  fdr  Iw- 
iieving  that  his  correspoadenco  will  be  turned  over  to  his 
successor. 

A  few  of  the  required  liienuial  reports  of  the  State  goolo- 
gLst  have  been  printed— 1879-80,  1881-82,  1883-84,  ISSSJ-iK). 
It  is  not  known  whether  this  list  Is  complete  or  wiiether  manii- 

I  script  reports  were  made  in  the  missing  years,  but  printed 

I  reports  exist  for  the  years  mentioned, 

■       43.    RAILROAD   COMMISSIOXKIt. 

The  office  of  railroad  commi.ssioner  exists  from  1885  to 
f  1893.  An  annual  report  was  published  in  1885  and  a  "  second 
I  biennial"  in  18SH-HiJ.     No  other  publications  have  been  found. 

VII.  Statk  Institutions. 


44.  , 


SKirULTURAL   COLLEOE, 


I 


The  agrioultunil  college  at  Fort  Collins  was  adopted  bj' 
Article  VIII,  section  5.  of  the  State  constitution.  By  the  acts 
of  Feliruary  '27,  1877,  and  Maivh  Si.  1877,  it  was  placed  under 
the  management  of  the  State  tward  of  agriculture,  of  eight 
members,  appointed  by  the  governor. 

Until  ISSObiennial  reports,  i-etiuired  l»y  law,  were  made  to 
the  governor  in  conjunction  with  the  annual  reports  of  the 
'board  of  agriculture.  The  first  biennial  report  of  the  agri- 
.ctiltnral  college  to  the  sujicrintondent  of  public  iu.struction 
was  for  the  ycurs  1SMII-1SS2.  Since  this  time  the  reports  have 
been  made  regularly  and  printi'd  separately,  or  in  those  of  the 
superintendent,  or  both.  The  eleventh  biennial  report  covers 
the  years  ISOO-IUOS. 

Many  valuable  bulletins  on  agriculture  have  been  issued  by 
the  college  and  the  State  board.  Since  1901  the  special  pub- 
lications of  the  college,  including  the  catalogues,  have  been 

'stematized  in  a  series  of  numbered  bulletins. 
H.  Dof.  74.1,  58-2— vol  1 -2S 


i 


434  A.MEBICAN   HISTORICAL    ASSOCIATION. 

46.  SCHOOL  OF  MINES. 

The  School  of  Mines,  located  at  Golden,  is  adopted  in  Article 
Vm  of  the  State  constitution.  It  has  consolidated  its  regu- 
lar publications  in  a  semiannual  series  of  bulletins  since  1901. 
Its  biennial  reports  have  been  published  sometimes  with  those 
of  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  sometimes  sepa- 
rately, sometimes  in  both  ways.  At  times  the  school  has 
declined  to  report  to  the  superintendent,  on  the  ground  that 
its  separate  report  was  sufficient.     The  reports  are  as  follows: 

187S-1880,  to  the  governor. 

1880-1882,  to  the  superintendent. 

1882-1884,  to  the  governor. 

1884-1886,  to  the  8Uperint«ndent. 

1886-1888,  to  the  governor. 

1888-1890,  8ame. 

1890-1892,  same,  but  reprinted  by  tlie  superintendent. 

1892-1894,  to  the  governor. 

1894-1896,  same. 

1896-1898,  same. 

1898-1900,  to  the  8U{)erintendent  (two  i)age8  only). 

1900-1902,  to  the  superintendent. 

There  have  also  been  annual  reports  in  1885,  1887,  and  1889. 

46.    NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

The  State  Normal  School  at  Greeley  was  erected  under  act 
of  April  1,  1889.  Its  biennial  reports,  though  wrongly  num- 
bered, have  appeared  regularly  in  the  report  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  public  instruction,  beginning  in  1888-1890.  Its 
publications,  since  1901  have  been  systematized  as  State  Nor- 
mal School  Bulletins,  appearing  quarterly. 

47.  STATE   UNIVERSITY. 

The  State  University  at  Boulder  was  adopted  by  the  con- 
stitution and  placed  under  a  board  of  6  regents  by  act  of 
March  15,  1877.  Its  13  biennial  reports  have  been  published 
regularly  in  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  public  in- 
struction. Besides  its  occasional  publications  it  issues  2  regu- 
lar series:  the  University  of  Colorado  Studies,  which  now 
have  reached  Volume  I,  No.  4,  and  the  Investigations  of  the 
Department  of  Psychology  and  Education,  which  have  also 
reached  Volume  I,  No.  4. 


I 


rK    I.IBKARr. 

By  the  coustitution  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction 
U  ex  officio  libmrian  of  the  State  of  Colorudo,  The  collection 
of  bookff  was  commenced  under  the  Territorial  government, 
and  has  continued  slowly  ever  since.  Since  18!l3  the  legisla- 
ture has  provided  for  an  assiiitant  State  lilirarian  who  conducts 
the  library  and  reports  to  the  ex  officio  librarian. 

The  a&sistant  is  appointed  by  the  superintendent  of  public 
instruction,  who  is  chosen  by  popular  vote.  Until  1900  the 
appointment  seenw  to  have  been  made  on  political  grounds. 
The  present  assistant,  Mrs.  Mary  F.  Miller  is  now  serving 
in  her  second  t^rm,  and  is  giving  as  much  life  to  the  library 
as  her  tireless  efforts  and  a  meager  appropriation  can  pro- 
duce. She  is  doing  a  particularly  valuable  work  in  the  col- 
lection of  public  documents  of  the  State,  of  which  there  is  no 
complete  set  in  existence. 

The  biennial  report  of  tho  librarian  ha«  been  regularly 
printed  in  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  public  in- 
struction. 


.    STATE    HISTOKICA 


Under  a  spei-ial  act  of  February  13,  LHTS*,  the  State  Histor- 
ical and  Natural  History  Society  wai  incorporated  on  July  11, 
1879.  In  1835  the  collections  of  the  society  were  placed  in 
rooms  in  the  capitol.  The  title  to  them,  by  law,  vests  in  the 
State.  The  society  has  published  only  a  few  brief  leports, 
notably  for  1889  and  IKSO-SO.  Its  collections,  however,  are 
[I'of  great  historical  value. 

■       51).    HOME    irOR    DEPENDENT   AND   NKliLKCTED   cniLimEN. 

A  State  Home  for  Dependent  and  Neglected  Children  has 
existed  since  its  establishment  by  act  of  April  10,  1895.  It 
prints  an  annual  report  in  the  report  of  the  board  of  chari- 
ties and  cori'ections,  and  has  issued  four  biennial  reports  to 
the  governor.  The  first  of  these  is  for  1895-1*6;  tlie  fourth, 
1901-2. 

51.    MUTE   AND   BLIND   INSTITUTE. 

r  The  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Mute  existed  at  Colo- 
3  Springs  before  the  adoption  of  the  State  constitution,  by 
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plete  view  of  eighteenth  century  conditions  in  Georgia  from 
the  records  in  the  capital  alone.  For  the  nineteenth  century 
requisition  must  be  made  upon  the  local  archives  in  the 
various  quarters  of  the  State  to  supplement  the  material  in 
Atlanta. 

During  the  colonial  period  the  seat  of  government  in 
Georgia  was  at  Savannah.  Part  of  the  records  of  the  colony 
were  kept  at  that  place  and  part  in  London.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  Revolution  in  the  far  South,  the  British  governor  fled 
from  Georgia,  destroying  the  great  seal  and  carrying  away 
more  or  less  of  the  documentary  material.  Soon  afterwards 
the  British  army  landed  on  the  Georgia  coast  and  the -rebel 
government  removed  inland  to  Augusta,  after  hauling  away 
the  records  from  the  threatened  town  of  Savannah.  The 
British  advanced  through  Savannah  toward  Augusta,  and  the 
Georgia  government  fled  into  the  wilderness,  but  sent  some 
of  the  documents  as  far  away  as  Maryland  for  safe-keeping. 
After  the  flight  from  Savannah  the  capital  of  Georgia  was 
usually  located  at  Augusta,  until  1799;  then  it  was  at  Louis- 
ville, in  Jefferson  County,  until  1807;  at  Milledgeville,  from 
1807  to  1868,  and  has  been  at  Atlanta  since  the  latter  date. 
As  a  result  of  these  numerous  removals,  and  of  the  destructive 
work  of  Sherman's  troops  in  Milledgeville  in  1864,  sad  havoc 
has  been  done  among  the  loose  documents  in  the  archives, 
and  a  certain  amount  of  damage  has  befallen  even  the  bound 
material. 

But  in  spite  of  these  vicissitudes  a  large  quantity  of  mate- 
rial has  been  preserved.  In  many  cases  where  the  original 
documents  have  disappeared  their  substance  and  even  their 
form  have  been  preserved  in  the  volumes  of  record  into  which 
they  were  tninscribed.  The  sets  of  record  volumes,  in  fact, 
are  fairly  complete,  and  since  this  is  the  case  the  loss  of  the 
loose  papers  is  in  many  cases  unimportant.  Perhaps  the  most 
serious  loss  has  been  that  of  the  letters  to  the  governors  prior 
to  about  1S40,  which  were  never  transcribed  and  of  course 
can  not  be  restored. 

The  records  of  Georgia  in  London  were  once  copied  at  the 
expense  of  the  State,  in  accordance  with  an  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture in  18ei7,  but  the  set  of  volumes  was  loaned  to  Professor 
S<*omp,  of  Oxford,  (la.,  about  1887,  for  use  in  the  preparation 
of  his  book  *'  King  Alcohol  in  the  Realm  of  King  Cotton/' and 
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65.    HOME   AND  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL  FOR  GIRLS. 

The  State  Home  and  Industrial  School  for  Girls  was  founded 
by  an  act  of  April  4, 1887.  It  is  located  at  Denver,  and  makes 
a  biennial  report  to  the  legislature. 

Two  of  the  biennial  reports  seem  to  have  been  printed 
separately,  those  for  the  first  and  fourth  biennial  periods 
(1895-90  and  1901-2),  after  the  opening  of  the  home,  which 
was  on  October  1,  1895.  Reports  have  be^n  published  in 
the  reports  of  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction  for 
1895-96,  1897-98,  and  1899-1900. 

56.    REFORMATORY. 

The  Colorado  State  Reformatory  was  authorized,  under  the 
direction  of  the  boaitl  of  penitentiary  commissioners,  by  act 
of  April  19,  1889.  Published  reports,  besides  those  in  the 
report  of  the  board  of  charities  and  correction,  have  been 
found  as  follows: 

I.  Biennial,  1890.  !  Biennial,  1894-1896. 

II.  Annual,  1892.  |  Biennial,  1890-1898. 

57.    PENITENITIARY. 

The  penitentiary,  founded  at  Canyon  City  during  Territorial 
days,  was  adopted  by  the  State  government  and  regulated  by 
act  of  March  15,  1877.  The  governing  board  of  three  peni- 
tentiary commissioners  has  published  annual  reports  for  1877 
and  1878,  and  biennial  reports  regularly  since  that  time,  with 
the  exception  of  the  report  for  1892-1894,  which  was  not 
printed. 
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The  archives  of  Georgiii.  now  preserved  in  the  State  capitol, 
comprise  one  of  the  most  valuable  i;olle<;tions  of  uncxploited 
ot&eial  documents  now  to  lie  found  in  Aniericu.  From  its  first 
stitge  Its  a  feeble  and  impracticable  experiment,  through  the 
period  of  the  royal  government,  the  Ke volution,  the  Yaztw  sale, 
the  Indian  contest,  the  heat  of  political  struggles,  the  disasters 
if  the  civil  war  and  reconstruction,  to  the  modern  period  of 
wnewed  prosperity,  Georgia  and  its  people  have  been  always 
interesting,  often  typical  of  the  South,  and  at  times  strikingly 
illustrative  of  the  genius  of  the  American  people  as  a  whole. 
Light  upon  nearly  every  part  and  pliase  of  Georgia  history 
can  be  had  from  this  mass  of  papers,  and  properly  supple- 
Dient«d  with  the  other  sources  an  excellent  understaniling 
eould  fie  secured  from  them  of  many  conditions  and  develop- 
ments in  American  history  which  have  not  yet  received  final 
treatment. 

Previous  to  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century,  when 
the  Stat«  experienced  a  i-apid  growth  as  a  result  of  the  inven- 
tion of  the  cotton  gin  and  the  spread  of  the  plantation  system 
Hd  prosperity  into  the  uplands,  Georgia  was  very  insig- 
l«iiicant  among  the  American  Commonwealths.     Its  govern- 

iDt  was  rather  a  local  administration  for  the  Savannah 
leighborhtHxl  than  a  government  for  a  well-organized  province 
■or  State.  We  find,  accoi-dingly,  in  the  provincial  and  State 
archives  up  to  1790,  or  later,  many  records  of  a  kind  which  in 
subsequent  times  were  made  and  preserved  in  the  county  and 
municipal  offices.     This  makes  it  possible  to  get  a  fairly  com- 


^_       UlUUIVJ^fll  uiui 


444  AMEBIGAK   HISTORICAL    ASSOCIATION. 

"Colonial  Documents  from  the  Board  of  Trade.  1747. 
vol.  3.'' 

' '  Colonial  Documents  from  the  Board  of  Trade.  1757  to  1769. 
vol.  8." 

''Colonial  Documents  from  the  King's  Library,  British  mu- 
seum, London." 

These  three  documents  are  the  remnant  of  the  great  set  of  tran- 
scripte,  in  22  volumes,  made  by  Mr.  Howard,  in  London,  at  the  direc- 
tion and  expense  of  the  government  of  Greoigia.  All  of  the  other 
volumes  it  appears  were  destroyed  by  fire  about  1890.  Copies  of  other 
British  records  relating  to  Geoi^a  are  now  being  made  for  publication 
by  the  State. 

The  volumes  of  documents  from  the  King's  library,  above  cited, 
contains  an  anonymous  description  of  the  province,  circ.,  1771,  as 
well  as  several  reports  and  letters  of  Sir  James  Wright,  and  records  of 
fees  in  the  colon  v. 

B.  RBGORD8  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT  IN  GEORGIA. 

The  colonial  gfovemment  and  the  government  in  the  early 
period  of  statehood  performed  many  of  the  functions  which 
in  the  nineteenth  century  have  been  performed  by  the  county 
officers.  The  volumes  of  record  are  numbered  in  some  obscure 
system  with  letters  of  the  alphabet,  as  indicated  below.  The 
classification  has  sometimes  been  ignored  by  the  recording 
officers. 

The  volumes  of  record  are  as  follows: 

A.  Record  of  wills,  1754  to  1770. 

B.  Record  of  wills,  1771  to  1779. 

These  volumes  contain  the  official  copies  of  wills  registered  in  the 
colonial  iK'riod.  The  original  documents  have  disappeared.  Volume 
B  has  been  mutilated  by  the  cutting  out  of  pages,  possibly  blank,  at 
the  back. 

F.  Inventory  of  appraisement,  1755  to  1770. 

Contains,  on  pages  505  to  529,  a  ''Catalogue  of  the  books  in  the 
library  of  the  Georgia  Orphan  House  Bethesda  Academy.  January 
1,  1771."     The  library  is  appraised  at  £265  10s  2d. 

FF.  Inventory  of  appraisement,  1776  and  1777. 
D.  Inventory  of  appraisement,  1777  and  1778. 
D.  Letters  testamentary  and  warrants  of  appraisement,  1755 

to  1775. 
Z.  Administration,  1771  to  1775. 

G.  Administration,  1777  and  I77s. 
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Mortg^es,  1756  to  1763. 
G.  Mortifages,  1762  to  1765. 
Q.  Mortgages,  17«5  to  1770. 
EE.  MortgageH,  1776  to  1805. 

II.  Boods.  hills  of  sale,  deeda  of  gift,  atid  powers  of  attorney, 
1755  to  176:2. 
O.  Bills  of  sale  and  deedn  of  gift.  1761  to  1766. 
B.  Bonds,  bills  of  sale,  deedsof  gift,  and  powers  of  attorney, 
1765  to  1772. 
Y.  Bills  of  sale  and  deeds  of  gift,  1772  to  1775. 

ThiB  volume  intitains,  on  page  5,  a  copy  at  a  certificate  mgneil  by 
James  Haberaliam,  president  of  the  province,  to  the  eSect  that  by 
affidsvit  Siephpii  Deaux,  committi'Jer  of  the  enow  tiriUiimiia,  declares 

»Finda  Lawrenw  to  be  a  free  lilack  woman,  fonnerly  a  considerable 
trader  on  the  river  Gambia  in  Africa,  and  now  come  with  thn  par- 
poee  of  remaining  some  time  in  the  Province  of  Georgia.  At  the 
request  of  Deaux,  Heberehani  issues  this  eertiiicate  securin);  to  the 
woman  the  privileges  of  a  free  person. 

Beginning  on  page  511  of  the  sanie  volume  is  an  iiivetib>ry  of  the 

slaveB,  rice,  and  stock  on  the  plantationH  of  Sir  .lames  Wright,  Jaiiiiaty 

^^        8,  1771.     Of  the  eleven  plantatinns,  three  are  stated  to  be  near  Suvan- 

^^L      nah  and  eight  on  the  Oseechee  and  Canoochee   rivers.     The  number 

^H      of  slaves  on  the  several  plantations  is  ^ven  as  follows: 


.„. 

Women. 

Bon. 

am. 

T.„,. 

20 
BO 

in 

■a 
•a. 

30 
2S 

1 

j 

J 

S3 

<T 

« 

ftH 

This  table  adds  further  light  to  the  statement  in  CarroH's  Historiial 
Collections  of  South  C;arolina,  II,  202,  referring  to  the  siee  of  South 
Carolina  riiw  plantations:  "They  reckon  thirty  slaveea  proper  number 
for  a  ric«  plantation  to  be  tended  with  one  overseer." 

,  bonds,  bills  of  sale,  mortgages,  leases,  wills,  and  pow- 
I  ers  of  attorney,  recorded  in  the  secretary's  office  of  tbc 
[  State  of  Georgia,  August  25,  1780,  to  December  13,  17S1.] 

This  volume  is  now  among  the  executive  department  of  archives, 
bnt  of  course  it  should  be  in  the  state  department.     I*age8  1  lo  21  and 
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498  and  following  are  missing?.     On  page  236  is  this  characteristic 

document: 

''This  is  to  satisfy  to  whom  it  may  concern  That  this  Black  Man 

Mr.  Moees  Handlen  is  Free  Man  leaft  by  his  Master  Mr.  Chamijer- 

nown  Handlen,  deceased  in  the  year  of  our  Ix)rd  1760.    This  very  black 

Moses  Handlen  is  a  very  onnis  Black  man  I  kuowed  him  from  a  Boy. 

Witness  my  hand. 

*' George  Smith  Su:. 

**  Witnessed  of  we  three  Persons  on  the  24th  January  1761  in  South 

Carolina. 

**  Henry  Futhy, 

"William  Davidson, 

"George  Days  Juner. 

"Examined  the  foregoing  and  found  the  same  to  be  an  Exact  Ck>py 

of  the  Original. 

"Secy's  Off.  IS  June  1781, 

"Geo.  D'erbage,  Dep.  Sec.^^ 

Beginning  on  page  286  is  a  schedule  of  the  lands,  houses,  and  slaves 
of  John  Graham,  lieutenant-governor,  1781,  which  illustrates  the  style 
of  living  of  the  few  wealthy  men  in  early  Georgia.  A  list  is  given  of 
tracts  of  land  ranging  mostly  between  300  and  2,000  acres  each,  and 
aggregating  26,578J  acres.  On  the  "Monteith  Plantation"  of  6,000 
acres,  it  is  stated,  that  there  were  77  slaves,  of  which  36  were  men. 
Among  these  are  listetl  1  driver  (i.  e.  foreman),  2  carters,  2  Ixiatmen, 
4  sawyers,  2  carpenters,  and  1  cooper.  Among  the  27  women  1  was 
a  washerwoman  and  1  a  cook  to  the  overseer.  On  the  "Mulberrv 
Grove  Plantation,"  of  1,274  acres,  there  were  80  negroes,  of  which  43 
were  men,  22  women,  8  boys,  and  7  girls.  On  the  "New  Settlement," 
71  slaves  were  employed.  Finally  a  list  is  given  of  30  "  negroes  usuall y 
employed  and  kept  about  the  house."  Of  these  Nero  is  listed  as  a 
coachman;  Will  Cruz,  a  cook;  Donald,  astewanl;  Strap,  a  hairdre8t«er; 
Bob,  agroom ;  George,  a  tailor;  Scrub  and  Harry,  waiting  boys;  Alyenia, 
a  cook;  Chuffee  and  Phoebe,  children's  women;  Maria,  Leah,  and 
Jeanne,  washerwomen;  Penny,  a  cook;  Phyllis,  a  midwife;  Rose  and 
Hannah,  house  wenches. 

C,.  Bills  of  sale  and  deeds  of  gift,  1783  to  1792. 

D,.  Bonds,  bills  of  sale  and  deeds  of  gift,  1792  to  1804. 

DD.  Conveyances,  1775  to  1798. 

HH.  Conveyances,  1777  to  1805. 
Conveyances,  1779  to  1880. 

U.  Entry  of  claims,  circ.  1753  to  eirc.  1757. 

L.  Schedule  of  land  grants,  1755  to  1769. 

Y,.  Marks  and  brands,  1755  to  1793. 

A.  Auditor's  office,  1756  to  1772. 

B.  Auditor's  office,  1772  to  1775. 
H.  Proclamations,  1754  to  1882. 

HH.   Proclamations,  1782  to  1805. 


Jjeyinlatvpi:  joumalK 

Joarnal  of  the  house  of  representatives,  1781.1782-83. 1783- 
8-i.  1784,  1735-86,  1787-88,  1789-90.  1795,  1796-97,  1800, 
1803-4,  18i>6.  1807-8.  1808-9,  1812.  1814-15,  1818,  1819. 
1822-23,  1833,  1824-25.  1835.  1827,  1838  (9  vols.),  1833-34. 
1S3^.  1853,  1853-54,  1858.  18fiO,  etc. 

From  1804,  or  earlier,  the  houBe  journals  were  prinled  after  eai'h 
session.  The  State  library  in  Atlanta  i-DntAins  the  printed  joiirnolR  of 
the  hotiBe  for  the  BeBRiooB  in  the  years  lH05tol8l«,  Il!l2»,  18^2  l4j  1824. 
1B26,  1829  to  1832.  1834.  I83«,  1843,  und  1869  to  the  present.  The 
voliimea  missing  iu  this  set  can  be  found  in  several  »f  the  leading 
libraries  in  America.  The  journals  from  ISOfi  to  1H20  are  in  ijuarto 
volumes.  Those  from  1820  to  the  present  are  octavo.  From  1849  to 
1856  the  legislative  Mvsiona  were  biennial,  and  the  journals  in  that 
period  cover  two  years  each." 

Journals  of  the  senate,  1790-91,  1791-92,  1803,  1804-5,  1810. 
1813.  1820-21,  1823,  1830,  1856-56,  1857  (2  vole.),  1858. 
J859. 1860,  etc. 

Bi^iuning  in  1804,  or  earlier,  the  Henale  journals  were  printe^l  after 
each  KSHion.  The  volumes  are  quarto  Vi  1820,  and  octavo  thereafter. 
The  Georgia  State  library  contains  the  pridCed  jonmals  for  1804.  180ft, 
1808  to  ISlfi,  1818,  1830  to  1823,  1826,  1R27.  1829  In  the  present,  with 
lierhaiis  a  few  volnnies  mimring  in  the  series  after  183fi.n 

( For  the  datte  of  the  sessions  betwe>een  1781  and  1800,  see  the  reimrt 
by  Charles  McCarthy  in  the  Beport  of  the  American  Historical  Asso- 
ciation lor  1887,  pp.  451-K2). 


Acta  of  thr)  ijtfiieral  ii 


„M,j. 


Acts  of  the  general  assembly  of  Georfjia,  1764  to  1778,  1778 
to  1786.  1786  to  1789,  1789  to  1796,  1796  to  1798,  1799  to 
IS04.  lSt>4to  1806, 1807  to  1808, 1809  to  1810. 1811  to  1813. 
1814  to  1818,  1819. 

The«e are  not  the  original  papers,  but  are  transcriptiiiiLP  in  siilistaiilUi 
volumes  of  record  for  the  years  as  indii'ateil. 

Acts  of  the  general  assembly,  1810  to  1819. 

ThiH  is  a  M».  compilation  of  tlie  acts  passed  between  1810  and  181S. 

<r  An  upparently  complete  Mt  of  Ibe  Oairglii  Hoiu«  «ncl  Ssnnlc  Joiimala  und  the  a«i- 
alnn  Litwant  tbe  Gcirgia  Lcgtsliilure  hu  bmn  i.'olliicleil  by  Mr,  SbIcdi  DQlrbi-r  niiil  is 
now  owned  by  Bichmond  County  sDd  presenHl  tn  Ibe  olBce  nf  Its  orainnr)'.  l"  tbe  Pity 
of  Augusta.    If  complete,  that  (.-ollecllon  Is  probably  tbe  only  complete  one  <□  eitatsnce. 
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(jeorgia  Laws,  18W-1801,  1802,  1803,  1801,  etc.,  to  1847  (1 
volume  for  (»ach  \'ear),  1849-50  (5  vols.),  1851-52  (4  vols.), 
1853-54  (4  vols.),'  1855-5*)  (♦>  vols.),  1857  (3  vols.),  1858  (2 
vols.),  1859  (4  vols.),  1861  (2  vols.),  1862,  1863  (2  vols.), 
1855-56  (3  vols.),  1866  (3  vols.),  1868  (2  vols.),  1869  (2  vok.), 
1870  (5  vols.),  1871  (3  vols.),  1872  (8  vols.),  1873  (4  vols.), 
1874  (8  vols.),  1875  (4  vols.),  1876  (5  vols.),  1877  (6  vols.), 
1879  (6  vols.),  I88i>-81  (6  vols.),  1883  (7  vols.),  1884  (4  vols.), 
1885  (8  vols.),  1886  (4  vols.),  1887  (8  vols.),  1888  (3  vols.), 
1889  (13  vols.),  1890-91  (14  vols.). 

Tht-we  are  lx>und  volume**  of  the  original  engroeped  actp,  with  the 
signatureH  of  the  speaker,  the  president  of  the  senate,  and  the  gov- 
ernor, in  autr>gniph.  After  1847  the  engroeeing  was  done  in  a  mnch 
larger  hand  and  uptm  heavier  paper.  Hence  the  increase  in  the  nmn- 
l)er  of  volumi»H  for  the  Buljeecjuent  years. 

The  acts  of  the  general  aHsemhly  were  printed  from  aboat  1800  (in 
octavo)  after  the  end  of  each  H<*i*sion.  The  Georgia  State  library  con- 
tainn  the  voluine«  of  the«j  Hew»ion  laws  for  the  years  1800  to  1810, 1819 
ti)  182(i,  1829,  18:^1,  18.S2,  18:«  U>  18.S9;  1841,  1842,  184:1,  1845,  1847, 
184if-5(),  1851-02,  185;Vn54,  1855-56,  1857  Ut  186.3,  and  scattering  vol- 
iniie>*  from  18*>5  to  the  present. 

For  (!oni[)ilation9,  digests,  and  codes  of  the  laws  of  Georgia,  see  the 
bihliography  appendeil  to  U.  H.  Philiijis,  (teorgia  and  State  Rights,  in 
the  RefKirt  of  the  American  Historical  Association  for  1901,  pp. 
.215-216. 

Onniitlnxumn  ami  charters, 

liegist^jr  of  coininissions  of  justices  of  the  ]>eace,  1799  to  1867. 
In  19  volumes. 

Register  of  coinniissions  of  justices  of  the  inferior  court,  1799 
to  1865.     In  7  volumes. 

liegister  of  commissions  of  county  officers,  1799  to  1864.  In 
S  volumes. 

Register  of  miiitiir}^  commissions,  18(M)  to  1838.    In  8  volumes. 

Commissions  of  county  officers,  notaries  public,  and  justices 
of  the  peu^e,  1S65  to  the  present.     In  scattering  volumes. 

RegistcM'  of  commissions  of  members  of  Congress,  solicitors- 
general,  etc.,  in  recent  years. 

Register  of  charters  to  railways,  navigation  companies,  insur- 
ance, telegraph,  express,  and  trust  companies,  etc.,  in 
recent  j-ears. 


Land  r-cwdn. 


1 


!  The  land  records  comprise  (<i)  the  ori^irmi  documents  prc- 
r  served  in  a  thousand  or  more  pigeon-hole  Ixixes;  (J)  IxKiks  of 
recoi-d.  of  which  there  lire  several  hundred  volumes  grouped 
under  the  names  of  the  counties  into  which  the  tenitory  of 
the  State  was  originally  laid  out;  and  (f)  largo  MS.  coiuitj' 
maps,  of  which  one  set  is  kept  in  the  Department  of  Statt>, 
und  another  set.  of  earlier  date:-,  is  to  lie  found  in  th«  liase- 
iiient  of  the  Capitol.  The  dociunents  are  mainly  of  two  gen- 
eral classes:  (1)  certificates  of  the  grant  of  head  rights  and 
land  lots,  and  (2)  reports  and  plats  made  by  the  surveyors. 


Among  Ihi-  lanilmarkf  uBcd  in  denoting  the  genural  nM);hbiirhou«l 
of  jiartirular  h&aii-ri^rht  survey«  in  th^  diBtrict  south  of  the  .^llamahu 
during  tbe  i-olonial  {>eriod  therein  oecmiiional  mention  of  '"l-ow  periB." 
or  ranches — tti  use  the  moilern  word.  This  indicates  that  in  cflriy 
eauth«a«t«rii  Georgiu,  uh  in  early  npluiid  South  CarolinH,  cattle  raising 
wae  an  important  industry.  Tlie  caravans  of  the  Indian  trailers  wi«- 
siuaally  threailtnl  the  i^tlif  through  the  great  pine  toreetB  of  this 
r^on;  but  there  was  little  or  no  game  to  Ik'  found  in  the  pine  woods, 
and  there  were  no  profeasiooal  Inmters  among  its  population. 


Mixfdlaiu-m  orkjlmd  d<K 


I  There  in  a  considerable  numln-r  of  oiigiual  reports,  letters, 
;.,  tied  in  labele<l  packages  and  stacked  upon  four  shelves  in 
the  main  archives  room  of  the  .State  Department.  They  are 
umotig  the  most  valuable  of  all  the  archives.  They  are  roughly 
classified  as  follows: 
Indian  affairs,  1793  to  1.S35. 
Foreign  affairs,  17S5  to  1S(I7. 

hCurrespondecKT;  of  the  governor  of  (.Seorgia  I'f.mcerniiH!  relations  »ilh 
the  Frencl)  and  Spanish  al  Nali-hci  and  St.  Augustine  concerning 
desperadoes  on  the  Fiorina  boundary.  ei.L. 

'    Documents  relating  to  the  Florida  boundary. 

Documents  relating  to  the  South  Curoltnii  bound^iry. 
Navigation  of  the  Savannah  River. 
Internal  improvements,  1825. 
Towns  in  Georgia,  1801  to  ISai. 

Towns  iu  Georgia,  1823  to  1832,     Sale  of  lots  in  Macon. 
H.  Doc.  745,  58-2— vol  1 29 


H  H.  Doc.  745,  58-2- 

1^ 
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2.  Kecouds  in  the  Executive  Dei'artment,  Atlanta. 

[Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  executive  department, 
Januar}^  14,  177S,  to  January  4,  1783;  January  8,  lT8i*,  to 
May  4,  1789;  November  12,  1789,  to  May  8,  1790;  May  9, 
1790,  to  I)eceml>er  16, 1790;  December  17, 1790,  to  Novem- 
l)er  9,  1791;  November  10,  1791,  to  November  5,  1792.] 

These  volumen  are  now  among  the  archives  of  the  department  of 
state.     They  belonj^,  of  course,  to  the  executive  department 

Minut4?s  of  the  Executive  Deimrtment  November,  1793,  to 
January,  180H,  in  9  volumes;  September,  1806,  to  Septem- 
ber, 1810,  ip  3  volumes;  Januaiy,  ISll,  to  November,  1817, 
in  4  volumes;  November,  1819,  to  February,  1821;  Sep- 
tember, 1822,  to  the  present,  except  from  September  21, 
1883,  to  January  1,  1886 — in  25  volumes. 

These  records  have  to  do  with  the  routine  work  of  the  State  admin- 
istration. Jottings  are  ma<le  in  them  of  letters,  reports,  and  petitions 
rect»ived,  of  proclamations,  messages,  warrants,  pardons,  rendition 
pai)ers,  and  letters  issued,  etc.  The  great  mass  of  this  material  isdry- 
as-<lust,  but  tliere  are  interesting  items  in  the  periods  of  the  war  of 
1812,  the  administration  of  (lovernor  Troup,  and  the  Cherokee  contro- 
versy. The  governors'  messages,  here  given  usually  in  full,  are 
valuahle. 

Minutes  of  the  governor's  council.  May  17, 1762^  to  February 

1,  1763;  April  4  to  December  6, 1764;  February  7, 1869,  to 
July  4,  1869;  March  19,  1765,  to  December  12,^  1766;  July 

2,  1771,  to  March  3,  1772;  October  25,  1771,  to  February 
22, 1772;  April  21, 1772,  to  July  8, 1783;  March  1  to  August 
IS,  1773;  January  19  to  May  25,  1780;  September  22  to 
Octol)er  8,  17S1;  October  ^h,  1784,  to  January  6,  1785; 
January  16  to  February  11,  1786;  December  16,  17vS8,  to 
January  7,  1789;  August  5  to  August  12,  1789;  August  4 
to  November  11,  1789;  December  22,  1789,  to  January  14, 
1790;  January  15  to  July  12, 1790;  September  27  to  Octol)er 
18,  1790;  February  7  to  March  30,  1791;  Septemlxir  26  to 
November  5, 1791;  October  23, 1790,  to  November  1, 1793, 
scattering;  December  20,  1792,  to  January  9, 1793;  Novem- 
ber 29,  1793,  to  January  14,  1796;  January  7  to  March  23, 
1795;  December  10,  1795,  to  January  14,  1796;  September 
15,  1796,  to  January  14,  1797;  January  8  to  May  16,  1799; 
May  18  to  August  7, 1799;  Octo»)er  23  to  December  31, 1799, 
and  other  fragments. 
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Thww  were  calW  the  "  Rough  Miimles."  Tliej-  arf  writlcii  in  thin 
unbouiul  volumes  and  were  looked  apon  as  merely  [einporary  riMxinlK. 
Each  volume  ia  iniJorsed  "Beconleil"  on  the  title  page;  but  the 
tranHcriptions  have  now  disappeared.  These  "  Kough  Minutes"  were 
diacoverwi  a  (ew  yeara  ago  in  the  cellar  of  the  eapitol  by  Mr.  T.  Cuy- 
ler  Smith,  of  Atlanta,  who  has  delved  quite  extensively  as  an  anti- 
quarian into  the  Georgia  archives.  The  "  Hough  Minutes"  contain 
appotDtmenUoljusticeB  of  the  peace,  caiitainHand"0ent1eaienunHignB" 
of  the  militia,  of  tax  tolleutors  and  receivers,  et*^,  reconi  of  jiassporta 
granted  fqr  travel  into  the  Creek  Nation,  grants  of  land  by  head  right, 
appruvab  ot  acta  of  Ihe  legislature,  etc. 

•  The  "  Rough  Minutes,"  ilatv  rif  March  3,  1773,  contain  a  liet  o(  the 
perBuns  lately  arrived  in  the  province  in  the  ship  llrillannia  from  Ire- 
,  land.  TheimuiigrautH number  220,  in  66  families,  of  which  20cnngiet 
ot  1  pereon  only.  The  number  of  children  in  a  (aniily  rang«a  from  1 
lo  "IsalwUa  Irwin  A  Eight  Daughlera."  Ten  servants  arc  included  in 
the  table,  of  which  5  belonged  to  James  Blact,  who  heads  the  list  of 
immigrants. 

^Uietter  book  of  Governor  Mathews,  May  27  to  October  14, 

^^r  About  80  pages,  unbound;  contains  letters  relating  to  the  projected 

^^M  expedition  of  ■''•lijali  Clarke  and  others  against  the  Spaiiiah  power  in 

^^K  the  southwest,  and  relating  to  Clarke's  nnauthorixed  settlement  upon 

^^^  Indinn  lands  west  of  the  Oconee  River. 

Rough  letter  book  of  tlie  exwutivp  department,  January  11 

to  May,  l"{li>. 
Letter  book  of  the  executive  department,  May  18,  1814,  to 
"-October  30,  1820;  Octolwr  22,  1825,  to  January  14,  1839; 
auly  1.  1831,  to  Februaiy  5,  1833;  February  5.  1833,  to 
Jjune  18,  1835;  June  20,  1835,  to  December  28,  1840;  .Taii- 
ary  1,  1841,  to  June  1,  1843;  Junti  1,  1843,  to  January  1, 
Il847;  January  1, 1847,  to  April  19, 1861;  April  22, 18R1.  to 
I  May  9,  1865. 

These  volumes  contain  transcribed  copies  of  the  official  letters  writ- 

'   ten  by  Ihe  governors  of  (ien^ia.    From  1865  to  the  present  the  letter 

iKMike  are  stattering.     Since  1865  they  have  been  maile  hy  the  copying 

press  npon  tissue  (laper.    These  are  often  blurred,  and  in  general  hard 

to  use. 

The  letter  IkmUs  from  1821  to  \M7  contain  a  gooil  deal  of  valuable 

[  material  npon  internal  improvements  in  Georgia,  particularly  after  isa7 

i  ianffLrA  to  the  Western  and  Atlantic  Railroad. 

The  letter  books  I!m-I835  and  1847-1861  arc  in  an  overflow  docu- 
n  the  third  floor  of  the  I'apiU.il,  in  amassol  uilecellaneous 
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Recoi'd  of  governors  warrants  and  audited  certificates,  1785 

to  1802. 
Record  of  executive  warrants,  1844  to  1853. 
Ledger  of  the  State  treasurer,  1793  to  1798. 

CoiitaiiiH  salary  accounts  mainly.     No  details  are  given. 

State  treasurer's  ledger,  1842-43. 

State  treasurer's  book,  1865-1807. 

Book  of  receipts  (vouchers),  1798  to  1804,  1806  to  1808,  1817 

to  1828,  1832  to  1839,  1844-45,  1850-51. 
Treasurer's  office  warrant  hook,  1847  to  1859. 
Record  of  bonds  of  county  officers,  1824  to  1848,  and  1850  to 

1853. 
Book  of  oaths  of  office  of  various  State  officials,  1834  to  1870. 
Record  of  head  rights,  alphabetical,  1854  to  1899. 
Record  of  the  drawing  in  the  Gold  Lottery,  commenced  Janu- 

arv  11,  1833. 

The  discovery  of  gold  in  the  Cherokee  lands  of  northeastern  Georgia 
in  1829  increased  the  popular  demand,  already  strong,  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  district  by  the  SUite,  and  for  its  distribution  among  the 
I)eople  by  the  land  lottery  system  which  had  been  maintained  in 
Georgia  since  1803.  Accordingly  the  land  was  surveyed  into  lots  of 
40  acres  each,  instead  of  160  or  202 J  acres,  as  was  the  usual  custom, 
and  was  distributed  by  lottery.  A  reconl  of  these  drawings  has  been 
printed:  The  Cherokee  I^nd  Ix)ttery  *  *  *  a  list  of  fortunate 
drawers  *  *  *  with  a  map  of  the  district.  By  James  F.  Smith, 
N.  Y.,  1838. 

Public-debt  book:  Record  of  the  issue  and  canceling  of  State 
bonds,  1840  to  1877. 

These  bon<ls  were  those  i8sue<l  for  the  building  of  the  Western  and 
Atlantic  Railroad,  et<*. 

Militarv  and  executive  orders,  1835  to  1840. 

Record  of  petitions  for  pardon  and  action  thereon,  1854-55. 

Lists  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  1799  to  the  present. 

Lists  of  the  justices  of  the  inferior  court,  1813  to  1865 

Lists  of  militarv  officers,  1810  to  1841,  1862  to  1865. 

Lists  of  notaries  public,  1S72  to  the  present. 

Military  commissions,  1815  to  1818,  1820  to  1822,  1824-25, 

1827  to  1S34,  1830  to  1S3S,  1840  to  1858. 
Record  of  sales  of  confiscated  estates  in  Georgia,  1782-83. 

Contains  ledger  accounts  against  individual  purchasers.  In  the  back 
of  the  volume  there  are  records  of  the  sales  on  given  dates  in  given 
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cimntitw.  The  Miles  are  of  laiiilB  ■ImnHt  exciiwUely.  Tne  prii'ps  oli- 
tainert  were  very  hiph,  probably  thie  lo  the  deprei-ialeil  currenry. 
There  ia  appended  a  "  List  of  iieifroea  iwid  Ut  the  Ueorgia  Slate  L^on 
•  *  *  by  the  C'otiiniiseioiiprB  of  Ciiiifiacateii  Eetates."  Items  in 
thiB  list  are:  "Delivered  to  Capt.  Jae.  StalliDgB,  20  De^Toea,"  bt^long- 
ing  to  various  confiscateil  eatatee,  at  an  appraised  vahie  of  £1,218. 
"Delivered  to  Lieut.  Col.  Jas.  Jackson,  12  iiegroee,"  appraised  at 


Statement  by  the  comptroller-general,  Eleazer  Early,  Octolier 
2S,  IWS,  of  the  claiois  of  citizens  of  Georgia  for  projiertv 
plundered  by  the  Creek  Indian;^,  1777  to  1802. 

These  claims  aggn^ated  i;ifl  negroes,  1,728  horses,  3,553  cattle,  and 
other  property  of  the  total  value  ot  J280, 127.28.  The  valiiationu  put 
upon  lost  Slavics  range  about  (uIOO  lo  $500. 

«k  of  receipts  of  claims  against  tho  Creek  Nation  a.s  allowed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  under  tlie  treaty  of 
Indian  Spring,  18^1.     Money  distributed  by  the  governor 
[  of  Georgia,  1823  to  1826. 


Thie  volume  it 

the  oapitol. 


[i  the  overflow  document  room  on  the  third  floor  ot 


KBeti 

m    It 


immissary -general's  office:  Purchases  and  issues  of  subsist- 
ence to  troops  of  the  Georgia  State  line,  Decemlier  31, 18(!3, 
to  May,  18«5. 

>mmiasary  purchases  and  issues  to  Georgia  Statu  troops, 
1861  to  18(13. 
Keturns  of  subsistence,  forage,  cooking  utensils,  bU--..  re- 
ceived and  in  charge  of  t'ol.  Ira  11.  Foster,  quartermaster- 
general  of  Georgia,  January  26  to  December  13,  1861. 
;urns  of  the  subsistence  stores  at  the  various  posts  and 
camps  in  the  service  of  Georgia,  Septemlwr,  1861,  to  May, 


Bel 

I' 

mbm 


Returns  of  subsistence,  forage,  etc.,  issued  by  the  quarter- 
master-general of  Georgia,  May  '27  to  December  111,  1861. 

Keturns  of  arms,  accouterments,  clothing,  caps,  and  garrison 
equipage  issued  by  the  (|uartenn  aster-gene  ml.  May  27  to 
December  9,  1861. 

tmmissary -general's  office:   Accounts  current,  subsistence, 
December  5,  1861,  to  June,  1865. 

Geoi-gia  comniissary-gencral's  cash  account,  November  14, 
1801,  to  July  1, 1865. 


L 


454  AMERICAN    HI8T0K1CAL    ASSOCIATIOK. 

CouHuissan-genemr.s  siilt  cash  account,  August  20,  1862,  to 
July  1,  18t)5. 

Salt  book,  vol.  1:  Record  of  names. 

Salt  book,  vol.  2:  (a)  List  of  widows  of  deceased  soldiers,  by- 
counties,  {h)  Names  of  heads  of  families  supplied  with  salt 
under  the  orders  of  Governor  Brown,  by  counties,  Decem- 
ber ir»,  ]8()2,  to  SeptemUn-  26,  1864. 

Salt  book,  vol.  8:  List  of  heads  of  families  supplied  with  salt — 
Continued. 

The  gn?»t  dearth  of  salt  in  the  South  during  the  civil  war  claused  its   , 
price  to  advance  to  exorbitant  figures.     These  records  show  the  work 
of  the  State  government  in  protecting  the  destitute  families  of  soldiers 
from  the  hardships  of  the  salt  famine. 

MISl^ELLANEOUS   ORIGINAL    DOCITMENTB. 

Around  the  walls  of  the  main  document  room  of  the  execu- 
tive dejmrtment  are  tall  cases  of  dust-proof  pigeonholes 
containing  original  pai)ers  in  large  numbers,  dating  chiefly 
in  the  ptM'iod  since  the  close  of  reconstruction.  These  do(^u- 
ments  are  fairly  well  arranged  and  distinctly  labeled.  They 
deal  with  the  school  fund,  military  fund,  public  buildings, 
lunatic  asylum,  insunmce  stiitements,  justices  of  the  peace, 
notaries  public,  applications,  requisitions,  pardons  granted  and 
refused,  etc. 

The  original  documents  for  the  antebellum  period,  and  for 
the  civil  war  and  reconstruction,  are  to  be  found  chiefly  in  a 
small  room  on  the  third  floor  of  the  capitol  used  b}^  the  execu- 
tive department  as  an  overflow  document  room.  These  docu- 
ments are  in  packages,  some  labeled  and  some  not.  From 
c^ireless  handling  many  of  the  documents  have  become  dis- 
placed from  the  packages  in  which  they  belong.  The  packages 
are  stacked  along  the  walls  in  open  shelves  or  bins,  with  just 
the  faintest  hint  of  classificjition.  For  practical  research,  the 
documents  might  almost  as  well  be  in  a  promiscuous  heap  upon 
the  floor.  The  room  has  no  attendant,  and  apparently  is  not 
visited  as  often  as  once  a  vear.  There  are  160  of  these  bins 
full  of  papers,  each  l)in  about  3  feet  long  and  a  foot  high. 
For  the  purpose  of  historical  investigation  many  of  these  doc- 
uments are  among  the  most  imi)ortant  in  the  capitol.  Any 
present  attempt  at  classiflcation  can  be  only  of  the  roughest 
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.  kind.     As  suggestion,  rather  than  clau^ification.  the  following 
list  is  given: 

Petitions,  1820  to  1870,  5  bins,  say  UK)  packages. 
Accounts,  proelamations,  pardons,  poor  school  fund,  vouchers, 

official  >x)nd8. 
Banks  and  banking,  181«  to  183«.     3  jmckages. 
tr's  fcrtifieates,  180»  to  1850. 
lorgia  State  ceasus  returns,  1824  and  1831.     1  package. 

The  conBtiturioii  of  Georgia,  171*8,  reqiiiretl  the  laking  of  a  State 
censuB  every  seventh  year.  These  retuma  in  1824  and  18!)1  are  fmg- 
tnBRtary.  While  the  returns  for  but  few  of  the  countiee  are  to  lie 
foiinil  in  itny  defn'ee  of  completeiieHB,  the  atatieties  of  these  few  conn' 
ties  are  of  decideil  value,  in  that  they  give  a  view  of  elaveholdinge  and 
contribute  to  our  knowledge  of  the  economic  and  social  conditiona  of 
the  linie.  The  United  States  eensusea  as  pnblieheil  give  no  tablea  in 
counties  before  1860,  though  in  the  compenUiuin  of  the  ceneuB  of  1850  a 
table  liy  States  is  to  be  found." 

The  Blate  cenBun  retiirnB  of  1827  for  Taliaferro  County  ronl&in  the 
namee  of  all  heads  o(  families,  with  the  number  of  men,  women,  hoyB, 
and  girls  in  the  family,  the  number  of  slaves  owned  by  the  family  and 
retdding  in  tlie  eanie  militia  diBtrii-t  with  their  masters,  and  the  nnm- 
l>er  of  tree  [•creonH  of  color  for  whom  the  head  of  each  family  was  act- 
ing aa  guardian.  The  following  summary  has  been  made  from  the 
MS.  returns: 

Total  population  ot  Taliaferro  Ctmnty,  4,464,  of  which  2,(B8  were 
whites,  S,394  slHvex,  unil  ;12  free  persons  uE  color.  The  white  popula- 
tion is  gn<ut>ed  in  :{7K  familien,  of  which  269  held  slaves  and  107 
were  nonslave holding.  The  average  number  o£  whitfl  persons  in  tlie 
iilaveholding  familji?s  wat<  5.7,  in  nonalavsholding  families  5.3.  <.)f 
the  total  white  jKipulation,  72.6  per  cent  were  dirertly  rancerned 
with  slavebolding  in  the  family  and  were  accustomed  to  the  personal 
aerviitt  of  slaves.  In  118  slaveholding  families  there  were  more 
wfaitee  than  blacks  on  the  estatt.',  in  18  there  were  an  equal  number, 
and  in  131  there  were  more  n^roea  than  whites.  With  no  town 
worth  mentioning,  the  wumty  was  distinctly  a  raral  one.  The  estates 
whereon  there  were  more  slaves  than  whites  might  ruughly  l>e  clat«ed 
as  jilantations,  while  all  the  others  would  be  i-j(lle<i  famia  The 
census  taker  has  given  the  title  "Esquire"  to  every  planter  owning  a 
notable  number  of  slaves,  say  above  30.  We  may  take  this  an  one 
of  the  numerous  straws  which  show  the  mingling  of  the  economic 
and  social  currenls  in  the  channel  of  the  plantation  system.  The 
planter  on  a  large  scale  was  in  nearly  every  case  a  social  dignitary. 
Wealth  and  social  standing  were  closely  related  in  the  autebellnm 
coDimnnity. 


■  am  the  D.  S.  Cennu  Office  at 
■erved  tor  »ll  or  ihe  federal  cc 
remlshl  be  c.iimplli.il  UblVBn 


raehlnitluti 


Jic  MS.  relurnn  tmui  GwrglB  hnv«  bwi 
(hmc  ol  I7W,  1800.  anil  ISIO.    Prom  thitu 
Mlagu  Idt  imu.  1880,  l»10, 1850,  and  IMU. 
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84  familiefl 

SlaveH  eatth. 
1 

30  familiefl 

2 

25  familien 

8 

32  families 

4 

14  families 

5 

17  families 

6 

15  families 

i 

11  families 

: 8 

10  families 

9 

The  slaveholdingfl  were  as  follows: 

Slaves  each. 

2  families 19 

Ifamilv 20 

8  families 21 

1  family 22 

2  families 23 

1  family 24 

1  family 25 

1  family 27 

4  families 28 

I 

5  families 10    2  families 29 

8  families 112  families 31 

5 families 12    Ifamilv 34 

5  families 18    2  families 36 

7  families 14    1  family 45 

8  families 15    1  family 47 

8  families 16    1  family 49 

10  families 17  ;  1  family 54 

2  families 18  i  1  family 56 

Total  slaveholdinjjH,  269.  Total  numljer  of  slaves,  2,894.  The  aver- 
age size  of  slaveholdings  was  9;  188  familit^s  owned  9  slaves  each  or 
fewer,  w^hile  81  owned  10  or  more  slaves  each. 

Taliaferro  is  a  typical  county  in  the  longest  settled  part  of  the 
upland  Georgia  cotton  belt.  At  the  time  of  this  census  it  had  reached 
approximately  its  full  agricultural  development  for  the  ante-l)ellum 
period.  Thenceforward  it  receive<l  little  immigration,  while  many  of 
the  i)eople,  white  and  black,  moveil  away  to  find  fresh  lands  in  the 
West. 

A  comparison  of  conditions  in  the  county  as  shown  in  this  census  of 
1827  and  those  shown  in  the  United  States  census  of  1860  is  interest- 
ing. The  white  i)opulation  had  decreased  in  1860  from  2,038  to  1,693. 
The  free  negroes  had  increased  from  82  to  41.  The  slav^  had 
increased  from  2,894  to  2,849. 

The  slaveholdings  in  1860  were  as  follows  (United  States  census  of 
1860,  volume  on  agriculture,  p.  227): 

Slaves  each. 

12  slaveholders 9 

88  slaveholders 10  to  14 

22  slaveholders 15  to  19 

15  slaveholders 20to29 

10  slaveholders 20to39 

6  slaveholders 40  to  49 

5  slaveholders 50  to  69 

2  slaveholders 70  to  99 


45  slaveholders  . . . 

Slaves  each. 
1 

30  slaveholders 

*} 

20  slaveholders  . . . 

8 

16  slaveholders  . . . 

4 

18  slaveholders  . . . 

5 

17  slaveholders 

6 

12  slaveholders  . . . 

/ 

8  slaveholders 

8 

One  hundred  and  seventy-eight  slaveholders  owned  lees  than  10 
slaves  each  in  1860  as  compared  with  198  of  the  same  class  in  1831. 


PFBLTC    AKOHIVEfl   (W   OKORfllA.  4F)7 

On  the  othiT  Imtid  Ki  owned  li>  or  tiiurr  iti  1860  a."  mniiarsil  will.  Nl 
(if  the  same  claa<  in  IKll.  Tbut  is  lo  aly,  the  sniull  hnliliii^  of  »\a\es 
were  gradnully  dt^iTeiutiiiK  in  niinilx^r  anil  also  in  mze,  while  the 
kr^  holdings  were  gradiialiy  inereaainK  In  nnnilier  und  in  mne  an 
well. 

From  sai'h  other  etatisiits  as  are  aeceHBihle  ilie  iiiilii-ationw  jioint  U\ 
this  tendenpy  as  a  general  law  of  the  plantation  gyeiteni — that,  within 
the  limit  at  which  plaiitationH  grew  too  large  to  be  manageable,  the 
tendeni^y  in  tlie  etnple-producing  region  was  for  the  him.-  of  plantationx 
uDtlergixidinanafteraeTittoinrreaseuntil  the  tnaxinuinLofetniiieiicy  wait 
reocbeil,  while  the  Bias  of  those  under  weak  management  tendeil  tu 
Hecreaee  nntit  they  loat  their  complex  organization  and  lierame  einiple 

In  the  Virginia  Maf^zinc^  of  Hletory  and  Bioftraphy,  volume  10, 
pagee  329  to  2ri8,  there  ie  jirinted  a  lint  <i[  alaveholdiugH  in  Weatiiiore- 
iand  County,  Va.,  for  the  year  I7fi2.  Jn  this  list  2H9  Blsveholdera  are 
given  who  nwue>I  less  tliiui  10  slaves,  and  5lt  who  ownett  10  or  more. 
The  table  in  the  United  Btatea  (.'eueiis  of  18f)0,  \'olui[ie  un  agri culture, 
page  24ft,  gives  for  Weetmordand  Comity  2fi6  Blaveholdera  wilh 
less  than  10  slaves  eai-h  and  VM  with  10  or  more.  This  shows  a 
decrease  from  2R9  lo  25<i  in  the  small  holdings  ami  an  increase  from 
56  to  126  in  the  lai^r  holdings.  The  working  of  the  general  tendency 
is  more  strongly  shown  in  this  ease  of  the  Virginia  tide-wal«r  ifumty 
than  in  the  upland  Geot^ia  county;  but  it  must  l>e  observed  that  the 
extent  o[  time  covered  is  more  than  twi(«  as  K<^i't'  os  in  the  rase  of 
TUiaferro  County.  An  exception  to  this  general  rule  ol  plantation 
aggrandiiement  is  to  be  noted  in  the  ease  of  Spottaylvaiiia  County,  \'a. 
A  comparison  of  the  statistitx  of  akvcholdings  there  in  IT8.1  |  Virginia 
Magazine,  vol.  4,  pp.  104  to  lOti  and  202  to  200)  with  tboae  in  IHIIO 
shows  a  decrease  in  the  plantation  forces;  but  the  conditions  thero 
were  exceptional.  Tobacco  was  replaced  by  com  and  wheat,  and  the 
plaatalion  system  eutereil  a  perjixl  of  decay.  (Cf.  writings  of  Oeorge 
Washington,  Ford's  edition,  vol.  14,  p.  106. ) 

Auurious  item  in  the 'i^liaferro  County  census  reads:  "Noah  Kel- 
eey's  Quarter,  17  slaves."  Noah  Keleey  does  not  appear  as  a  resident 
of  the  county,  and  the  indication  is  ttiat  there  was  no  white  ovetseer 
on  the  plantation. 

The  free  negroes  were  scattered  throughout  the  county,  each  under 
the  care  of  a  guardian.  One  ^roup  of  seven  had  the  same  gnanlian, 
but  moat  of  the  i;uanlians  had  single  wards.  Most  of  the  guardians  of 
free  nt^roea  were  slaveholders. 

Another  noteworthy  census  aniong  theee  MS.  documents  is  that  of 
Crawford  Connly  in  1824.  Crawford  County  was  in  the  western  part 
of  the  (ieorgia  uottun  belt.  Its  lands  bad  lieen  acquired  from  the 
Creeks  in  1821,  and  soon  afterwards  distributed  by  lottery  and  thrown 
opui  to  settlement.  The  census  of  1S24  shows  the  method  of  settling 
the  frontier  in  the  cotton  )«lt. 

The  whil«  [Mpulation  is  given  at  1,781,  grouped  in  330  families,  of 
which  114  liacl  slaves  ajrgregat in )r  .179,     Tivo hundred  and  sixteen  fam- 
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ilies,  or  65  per  cent,  ownecl  no  slaves.    There  were  no  free  penons  of 
color.     The  slavehoKlings  were  af»  followp: 

Slave*  each. 

efamilies 10 

2  families 11 

1  family 12 

2familie8 13 

2  families 15 

6    1  family 20 

Ifamily ..  28 

Ifamily 31 

9;  1  family 42 


27  families 

SlavcKeach. 
1 

18  families 

0 

17  families 

9  families 

3 

4 

7  families 

0 

9  families 

6' 

4  families 

—    1 
............             t 

1  familv 

81 

5  families 

1 
9 

The  average  of  slaveholdings  was  5;  but  this  average  woaM  have 
Ix^n  much  smaller  except  for  the  presence  of  a  very  few  planters 
among  the  farming  population.  Sixty-five  per  cent  of  all  the  white 
familes  had  no  slaves;  50  ix?r  cent  of  the  remainder  had  less  than  4 
slaves  each.  Onlv  11  families  of  the  330  in  the  countv  in  1824  had  as 
many  as  11  slaves  each.  By  1860  the  number  of  slaveholders,  or  more 
proi)erly  of  slave-holding  families,  had  increased  to  369,  the  number 
of  slaves  to  4,270.  Of  the  slaveholdings  in  1860,  249  were  9  or  less, 
while  110  were  of  10  or  more,  and  4  of  these  ranged  between  100  and 
200  each. 

Crawford  County,  then,  in  1824,  three  years  after  its  opening  to  set- 
tlement, was  i)eopleil  almost  entirely  by  small  fanners,  but  the  stream 
of  planters  was  already  entering.  As  years  went  on,  the  planters 
increased  their  holdings  of  slaves  and  lands;  other  planters  came  in 
from  the  East,  and  some  of  the  fanners  by  thrift  grew  to  be  planters. 
The  plantations  thus  incre^ng  encroache<l  steadily  upon  the  land 
first  held  in  small  farms.  The  small  fanners  were  handicapjied  in  the 
competition  for  the  cotton  market.  The  outcome  was  that  many  of 
the  nonslaveholdcrs  emigrated  to  the  West  for  still  fresher  fields,  or 
to  the  northward  or  the  southward  of  the  cotton  belt,  where  they 
might  live  more  cheaply  as  self-sufficient  producers,  having  little  to 
do  with  staples,  money,  or  markets.  A  few  of  the  planters  also  emi- 
grate<i,  perhaps,  to  the  Missi8sip])i  l)ottoms,  but  their  removal  was 
always  hindered  by  the  ditticulty  of  selling  their  extensive  lands  and 
of  transplanting  their  couiplex  establishments.  The  pioneer  work 
throughout  the  South  seems  to  have  l)ei»n  done  by  the  yeoman  class 
and  the  younger  sons  of  the  well  to  do,  while  the  wave  of  planters  fol- 
lowed later  and  was  confined  to  the  staple-producing  areas  and  to  the 
districts  lying  in  reacli  of  markets. 

Reports  of  the  Western  and  Atlantic  Railway,  1840  to  1850. 

About  20  packages. 
Smallpox  and  quarantine,  1800  to  1826.     1  package. 
Paj>ers  in  the  case  of  the  Africans  illegally  imported  into 

Georgia,  1820.     1  package. 
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^fiitiary  papers,  ISUa  to  1«70.     5  liiri.s. 
Lottci-M  to  the  governor,  1840  to  1861.     Alxnit  20  packajres. 
U'tters  to  the  governor,  ISIU  to  1871.     4  bins. 
Military  affairs,  18W.I  to  1865.     20  bins. 
Quurterniaster's  department,  ISfiO  to  18ti5.     4  bins. 
Whisky  and  distilleries,  1863  to  1865.     1  imckage. 
Election  returnt",  prior  to  1861,     Si-attering  puckuges. 
Klertion  returns,  1860  to  1865.     !)  bins. 
Klection  returns,  1868.     3  bins. 


Then 


IS  for  thi?  PreBidenlJal  elcL-tii 


Reports  of  destitution  in  Georgia,  1867. 

Reitorts  of  outrage.s,  1868.     1  pat-kage. 

-  JElwtion  returns.  1872  to  1885.     5  bins. 


1  package. 


A  very  large  number  of  the  original  reeonleof  the  Sute  are  miffiin);. 
Koine  of  these  are  extant  in  other  collecUonH  <ir  in  private  poexeeBion, 
The  lollowing  do<:unieiit,  wliifh  is  print*!<i  wilh  the  conuent  of  itti 
owner,  Mr.  T.  Cuyler  Smith,  of  Atlanta,  *ho  Imught  It  -if  a  second- 
hand dealer,  will  illUHtrale  the  importance  of  many  of  these  stray 
papers: 

•'f^AVAsuMi  smh  Cklober  17S7. 

DsAR  Sib  I  received  your  favor  of  the  IHIh  Instant,  reejiectiiig  an 
mistake  in  the  reliirns  of  Negroes  im|>orte<l  in  Chatham  last 
year — a  General  liat  with  the  dale  of  the  rvturnB  I   lierewith  annex, 
it  for  the  error  this  way^ 

Kidiard  Whitehead  did  import  on  the  l!>Ih  of  AiigiiRt  Fifteen 
Negroes  from  the  Stale  of  Maryland  which  Segroes  was  sold  here 
[him?]  by  Mr.  Alger  and  the  said  Whitehead  iiegileLling  to  make 
return  thereof  I  thought  it  my  duly  l»  enter  the  same  in  my  digest 
agreeably  tn  the  time  of  imiwrtation — and  on  the  4th  of  Novr.  follow- 
ing Mr.  Whitehead  poming  forward  and  made  return  of  said  Negroes 
and  paid  the  Tax  thereon  1  find  on  examination  the  same  waechar)^ 
Twide.  I  therefore  h^  the  Treasurers  pardon  for  Ihi«  Error  owing  to 
a  moltiplirity  of  Business  of  a  similar  natnre  nt  that  time  of  the  year. 
I  am  Dear  Sir  with  Complhnenis  to  the  Majcr  A  yourself  yonr  Olit 
Servant 

W.  NoRMENT, 

JuuN  Berrien,  Fsquire. 

Trtiuitrer  '/J  the  Statr  i-f  '•'■■ur'j'ii,  Lnnmille." 
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May  21,  1832:  The  State  v.  Martin,  a  slave,  tlie  property  of  Parish 
Carter,  charged  with  assault  with  intent  t<>  murder.  The  prisoner 
pleaded  guilty,  and  was  sentenced  to  39  lashes  on  three  successive 
days. 

Minutes  of  the  court  of  ordinary,  1852  to  1883. 

Court  of  ordinary,  appeamnce  docket,  1827  to  1840.  * 

Court  of  ordinary,  bench  docket,  1869  to  1873. 

Court  of  ordinary,  docket,  1888  to  181)9. 

Letters  of  guardianship,  1832  to  the  present. 

letters  testamentary^  1830  to  1851  and  1897  to  the  present 

Letters  of  administration,  1832  to  the  present. 

Letters  of  dismission,  1900  to  the  present. 

Guardians'  bonds,  1831  to  the  present. 

Administrators'  bonds,  1832  to  the  present. 

Names  of  deceased  persons  for  whose  estates  executors  or 

administrators  have  been  appointed,  1807  to  1868. 
Record  of  estates  administered,  1832  to  1862. 

Contains  only  the  stiitenient  of  dates  on  which  letters  were  granted 
and  returns  made. 

Annual  returns  of  administrators,  1809  to  the  present. 
Record  of  appniisements,  18o7  to  1827. 
Inventories  and  appraisements,  1873  to  the  present. 
Record  of  sides  and  inventories  of  estates,  1808  to  1888. 

The  county  records  of  appraiseuicnts  an<l  sales  of  estates  at  auction 
comprise  the  ciiief  source  fR>m  which  knowle<lge  may  he  had  of  the 
rise  and  fall  of  slave  prices.  A  comimrative  study  of  data  of  this  sort, 
collected  from  the  various  parts  of  the  South,  and  of  the  North  in  the 
period  when  the  North  was  slaveholding,  will  \)e  essential  as  a  hasis 
for  any  definitive  economic  history  of  slavery  in  America.  The  printed 
material  upon  slave  prices  and  tlie  e(»onomics  of  slavery  is  scanty  and 
fugitive,  and  often  unreliable.  The  records  of  administrators'  sales  in 
Baldwin  Count v  are  itemizc<l  onlv  after  the  vear  1819. 

Record  of  wills,  1806  to  1832  and  1869  to  the  present. 

The  general  run  of  the  wills,  inventories,  ete.,  indicates  that  the 
great  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  (bounty  owned  very  little  property 
aside  from  lands  and  negroes.  A  feather  bed  was  in  many  cases  the 
most  important  item  in  the  estate.  The  records  show,  however,  that 
there  were  a  few  citizens  whose  estates  were  worth  above  a  hundred 
thousand  dollars  each. 

Record  of  marriage  licenses  and  marriages,  1807  to  the  present 
In  8  volumes. 
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Xiistri  uf  childreu  in  Baldwin  County  entitled  to  tho  benefit  of 

the  poor  school  fund,  1852  to  1858. 
llonds  of  liquor  retailers,  1831  to  1863  and  ls6i  to  1S75. 
Kecord  of  oaths  of  liquor  sellers,  1839  to  1859, 

t  Every  ti<iuor  eeller  was  required  to  tiike  uatli  thftt  he  wuiild  not  Bell 

to  skvee  or  free  pemons  of  color  without  the  oral  or  written  consent  o( 
the  owner,  overeeer,  employer,  or  t^anlian. 

Bonds  of  county  officers,  1870  to  the  present. 
Homestead  certifiiates,  188i>  to  the  present. 
Kecord  of  lunacy  cases,  1889  to  the  present. 
Consljibles'  bonds  and  oaths,  1893  to  the  present. 
Roster  of  Confwienite  soldiers  from  Baldwin  County. 
Tax  digests  for  Baldwin  County,  1855  to  1880,  scattering. 
Tax  defaulters'  list,  1878.     Printed. 
Census  of  Baldwin  County,  1880. 
—Cotton  hook,  October  2,  1867,  to  May  11,  1868. 

^^H         Uives  the  names  of  producers  and  Hhippers,  the  number  and  weight 
^^P     of  the  l»le»,  and  the  anmnnt  of  the  tax  at  2}  jier  ixint.    This  reoird  is 
^"        lo  be  found  in  the  hack  of  the  inferir>r  iranrt  Ijar  docket  of  1831  to 
1855. 

County  treasurer's  Iwolv.  lKfi8  to  1870  and  1873  to  1876. 
Registration  books  of  voters  of  Baldwin  County,  1888  to  the 

present.     Swittcring  years. 
Tax  Digests,  annually  for  reci-'nl  yt-ars. 
Miscellaneous  papers  in  pigeon  holes. 

Recrrihin  th^  office  of  the  county  'tli-rl-.—Tha  bound  volumes 
in  the  clerk's  office  contain  deeds,  mortgages,  etc.,  and  the 
usual  dockets  of  the  superior  court  and  the  county  court  from 
1861  to  the  present.  There  are  a  large  lumilwv  of  original 
documents  tied  in  packago.s  and  arranged  in  pigeon  holes, 
with  the  following  rough  classitii^ation : 

(Jrand  jury  preseatnienta;  divoix-e  t.-a'^es;  estates;  orders  to 
sell  and  reinvest;  inquests;  attorneys  admitted  to  practice; 
alias  tifas,  conuuissions,  and  awards;  memorials;  charters; 
dowers;  guardians;  eininis;  illegality  cases;  homesteads; 
appeals  from  county  courts;  certiorari  in  civil  eases;  cer* 
tiorari  in  criminal  c«ses;  appeals  from  the  ordinary's  court; 
appeals  from  the  justice  courts;  tifas:  satisticd  tifas;  notaries 
public:  bills  of  equity;  liens  and  luortg^es  ret'orded;  cases 
H.  Doc,  745,  58-2— vol  1 3l) 
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disposed  of;  C4iscs  settled;  no  bills;  writs;  interrogatories; 
affidavits  and  foreclosures;  rules  absolute;  supreme  court 
cases;  bills  of  equity;  bonds  in  criminal  cases;  bench  war- 
rants; state  w^arrants;  rules  against  defaulting  witnesses; 
county  court  papt^rs  settled  and  nol  prossed;  evidence  and 
briefs  in  various  criminal  and  misdemeanor  cases. 
Records  in  the  office  of  the  county  commissioners  of  roads 
and  revenues: 

Account  bookn,  minutes,  and  niiHcellaneous  papers,  extending  from 
about  1S85  to  the  present. 

Records  in  the  office  of  the  county  school  commissioner: 

Account  book?  and  records  during  the  tenure  of  office  by  the  present 
incunil;)ent  (sixteen  years). 

Records  in  the  office  of  the  sheriff: 

Sheriff *8  docket  during  tlie  tenure  of  the  i>re8ent  incumbent  (six 
years). 

Records  in  the  offices  of  the  justices  of  the  peace: 

Tlie  justice  in  each  militia  district  ktn'ps  a  docket  of  the  c^ses  in  his 
court,  but  no  uniform  system  is  followed  in  preserving  these  records. 


The  district  in  which  Milledgeville  standa  was  acquired 
from  the  Creek  Indians  liy  the  treaty  of  Fort  Wilkinson  in 
1S(I2.  In  the  following  year  the  Oeorgia  legislature  ordered 
the  survey  of  town  lotj*  at  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Oconee 
Kiver,  and  named  the  projected  town  Milledgeville.  In  1!S()4 
another  enactment  provided  that  the  neat  of  the  State  govern- 
ment should  be  transferred  to  Milledgeville  as  soon  as  a  state 
house  could  be  built.  The  town  was  accordingly  the  capital 
of  Georgia  from  1805  until  the  seat  of  government  was  removed 
to  Atlanta  in  lS(iS.  Milledgeville  has  lieen  the  county  seat  of 
Italdwin  County  since  its  founding.  The  town  was  incorjK*- 
rated  by  an  act  of  1810.  Its  population  grew  slowly  \a  the 
antebellum  period,  and  even  to-day  it  numbers  lean  than  5,000 
souls. 

The  records  are  to  be  found  in  the  office  of  the  town  clerk. 
iCy  are  in  no  arrangement,  and  no  care  is  taken  of  them. 
>me  of  them  have  been  damaged  by  mice,  and  all  of  them 
(as  found  in  August,  IH03)  are  exceedingly  dusty  and  disa- 
greeable to  use. 

Minutes  of  the  Corporation.  1816  to  1832,  1837  to  1847,  1855 
to  1876. 

Some  of  these  volumeH  are  entitled  "Minutes  ot  the  Intentlant  an<\ 
CommiaBionera  of  Milleiipeviile."  Later  the  titles  of  llie  oflicera  were 
changed  to  mayor  and  alckraien,  meeting  iii  city  couneil. 

Ttie^  luinutes,  Hettinid;  forth  the  range  of  olHcial  actioti  in  thia 
country  town  of  the  upland  cotton  belt,  contain  many  items  which 
afford  an  insight  into  the  life  gf  the  antebellum  South,  now  so  difficult 
to  recoRStrui-t  with  airy  degree  of  faithfulness. 

Item,  ilate  of  July  ^0,  1>422:  An  urditiance.  (I)  No  elave  may  live 
off  the  lot  inhabited  by  his  owner  or  employer.  (2)  No  slave  may 
hire  his  own  time  from  his  master  or  eonlraft  to  labor  for  any  other 
person.  (3)  No  person  of  color  may  keep  epiritiius  liquors  for  sale, 
and  none  may  keep  any  horse,  cow,  or  hog  for  his  own  UBe.  (i]  No 
free  perenn  of  color  may  live  in  Milledgeville  except  with  a  i;uanliaii 
living  in  the  town  and  o  certiticate  ot  i-haracter  and  a  bond  for  good 
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tifliaWor.  N«ft  fXtXfCfdinir  f<>ar  washerwomen  at  one  time  shall  be 
ezenifit  froui  the  pn*vi»ion^  *A  tliU  onliiuuice.  and  thev-  only  when 
Hpe<-ially  Vu-en-^l. 

Item.  Ao^rn-t  22.  Iv22:  An  oniinance.  Aiticlee  (1)  and  (2)  of  the 
a^yrne  onlinan«ie  f*{  Jaly  :*  are  !ai*fjen«ieii  ontil  December  15  in  the 
i-afle  of  **lave*»  provided  with  certiticatea?  of  character  and  covered  by 
fjonds  for  gru-l  belia\ior. 

It^rij.  Febniar>- 1.  \s£i:  An  ordinance  fur  a  patroL  Ordered  that 
the  marshal  «)ivide  the  wh<>le  li^t  «.»f  citizens  sfnbject  to  patrol  duty 
into  ^SO  ffinskfh,  and  that  ea«'h  9qna<l  do  patrol  dnty  for  one  night  in 
eai.'h  month.  Exemption  from  patrol  duty  may  be  purchased  at  |6  per 
vear. 

Item,  March  22.  182:^:  Fines  of  ^1  eai*h  are  imposed  npon  fifteen 
citizens  for  failure  to  perform  patrol  duty. 

Item.  January  7.  1824:  Treai^urer  s  report.  Amount  received  in 
182^^  in  fines'  for  failure  to  do  patrol  duty,  $40.50. 

Item.  January  12.  1H24:  An  ordinance  repealing  the  above  ordinance 
of  Febniar\-  1,  182:}. 

Item,  January  31,  1831:  An  oniinance  providing  a  new  system  of 
f»atrr>l.  Onlere<l,  that  the  marshal  and  three  senseants,  with  salaries  of 
$100 a  year,  nliall  command  the  fiatrol  in  succession.  Five  citizens  are 
U>  i*er\v  i-SLch  ni^lit.  The  jiatrol  is  to  I'ontinue  from  9  p.  m.  to  3  a.  m. 
Pen^ins  failing  to  |)atn>l  or  furnish  snbetitutes  are  subject  to  fine  from 
$1  to  $5. 

Item,  February  2. 1825:  An  orriinance  for  organizing  a  town  guard 
to  n'plaif  the  ff>rmer  f>atn>i  system.  Citizens  are  permitted  to  volun- 
ti'er  and  re<*eive  j»ayment  for  services.  The  duty  of  the  guard  is  to 
apprtfhend  every  slave  l)etween  ten  and  sixty  years  of  age  fotind  off 
hi.s  master\s  pn^mises  without  a  |iass  after  the  ringing  of  the  market 
l>ell  at  night.  Slaves  apprehended  are  to  be  kept  in  the  guardhouse 
till  morning,  and  their  owners  n(>tifie<l.  Each  slave  is  to  be  released 
after  25  laches  on  the  bare  bark  and  the  {)ayment  of  $1  by  the  owner. 

Item,  June  14,  1825:  An  onlinanci>  amending  the  above  ordinance 
by  exiMupting  slaves  from  whipping  for  the  first  otfense. 

Item,  S<*j>t<*ml)er  31,  1S28:  UjKm  the  complaint  of  John  Pitt,  of  the 
conduct  i}i  liarhel,  a  fn»e  woman  of  c<.)lor,  onlered  that  Rai^hel  l)e 
rei|uin»<l  to  remove  from  the  house  she  now  oc(.*upies,  and  that  her 
^uanlian  ^ive  l>c)nd  an<l  take  out  a  license  for  her  before  November 
15,  to  avoi<l  the  enforcement  of  the  law  in  case  of  failure. 

ItcMii,  .lanuary  23,  1829:  Licenses  issueil  to  John  Mitchell  for  Aaron, 
a  free  jMTson  oi  color,  to  W.  II.  Torrance,  for  Patsy,  a  free  person  of 
color;  and  Parmalee,  her  daughter;  to  \Vm.  Hudson,  for  Dinah,  a 
woman  slave;  to  Seaborn  Jones  for  his  slave  Billy;  to  Wm.  Green  for 
Sally  Freeman,  a  free  person  of  color;  to  Wm.  Y.  Hansell  for  Wiley 
Wofxlward,  a  free  i)erson  of  color;  to  John  Marler,  for  Esek,  a  slave. 

Item,  April  22,  1831:  ()nlere<l  that  the  Secretary  serve  a  citation  on 
Kdwanl  ('ary  and  that  the  marshal  he  directe<l  to  bring  before  this 
)>oard  a  negro  slave  named   Nathan  Ixjlonging  to  the  said  Gary,  on 


PUBLIC    ABCHITES   OF   QEOTtOlA. 


469 


rcr  th<.^  char^  n(  asBaiilt  atid  Imttery 

a  Hnil  Khow  eaam  why  punishment  should  m 


lit 


f  HoDilay  next,  to 
I  the  patrol  of  the 
I  be  iuflicteil. 

Item.  April  24,  1831:  lii  rcBponi*  t-i  the  above  citation,  Edward 
h  Cu-y  appearei)  wltlioiit  this  negro.  He  alleged  that  Richartl  Mayhom 
f  bad  violated  the  ordinance  oF  the  Innn  hj-  tranacendin^  his  authority 
a  patrol.  The  evidence  of  witnesses  was  intnxiucMl  to  subtitantiate 
r  Cory's  Blatemcnt.  The  biianl  ordered  that  Kit-hard  Mayhora  1*  dis- 
f  vtiargeA  fnim  the  servii*  of  the  i-orporation. 

Item,  July  13,  1831;  A  pBtn>l  reported  rintonB  condui.'ton  the  part 
^  of  a  ut^ro  named   Uublmrd,  uud  eharged    Hubbard   with   L-ursing, 
■asanlting,  and  bruisii^  Billy  Wooilliff  [a  slave  of  Seaborn  Jones  ?), 
ftt  the  door  of  Billy's  shop.    Billy  Woodlift,  Iteing  sworn,  related  how 
Hubbard  abuspd  and  bruised  him  with  a  roct.     Roljcrt  Meruer  and 
Mr.  Winter  also  tesllfied.     The  fart  was  brought  to  light  that  Hub- 
I    bard'f!  attack   upou  Billy  bad  been  brought  about  by  Billy  having 
f  taken  Hubbard's  wifi*  away  from  hitu.     "The  testimony  being  con- 
■■cluded,  Mr.  Wiggins  aildreseed  the  boar<I  in  a  speech  containing^ some 
r  lau/Pi'i,  ttTriilhy,  and  lUpthy  argument;  whereupon  the  boani  (irderrd 
that  the  negro  man  Hubbard  receive  from  the  marshal  Imi  lashes,  mod- 
erately laid  on,  Bud  be  dischargeil." 

Item,  February  12, 1830:  Whereas  the  lioard  has  ret-eived  information 

that  Eliiith  H.  Biirritt  has  violated  the  statute  of  the  last  Lieorgia  legi»>- 

I   latureby theintroiluctionof certainin8urrectionarypamphletfi,reaolved 

f  that  the  town  maivhal  be  directed  to  enter  his  name  aa  proseculor  in 

r  the  case,  and  that  this  board  will  pay  all  expenses  necessary  to  brine 

the  offender  to  punishment. 

Item,  September  13,  1831:  Onlered,  that  the  marshal  and  deputies 
nee  increased  vigilance  with  regard  to  our  black  population,  and  Jiar- 
tkalarly  that  they  do  not  fail  to  visit  every  place  at  which  there  is  an 
L  memhiy  of  negroes,  and  in  the  event  of  religious  meetings  to  treat 
p  them  as  the  law  directs  for  unlawful  meetings,  unlest  there  is  present 
f  at  least  one  white  person  accepted  by  the  church  lo  which  the  society 
'   belongs. 

The  rise  of  the  abolition  agitation  in  the  North  in  1829  and  1831 
Knd  the  Mat  Turner  insurrection  in  \'irginia  account,  of  course,  for 
the  policy  of  the  board  as  indicated  in  the  two  items  last  noted  above. 
I      Item,  October  ft,  1831:  The  negro  man  Nathan,  belonijing  to  W.  B. 
■Sepbum,  was  brought  Ix'fore  the  hoard  and  examined  relative  to  a 
ftfllispected  insurrection  among  the  blacks.     Whereupon,  after  clue  con- 
■  ^deration  of  all  the  circumstances,  it  was  ordered  that,  as  nothing 
criminal  has  been  proved  against  him,  he  bc4mmediately  disclkarged. 
The  yellow  man  Richard  Rogers,  a  preacher,  was  examined  and  like- 
wim  discliarged.     So  also  Aleck  Reynolds,  the  blacksmith,  and  Ctae- 
vell,  a  blacksmith  bulimgiiiK  to  Peyton  V'M».    The  l>oard  ordered 
that,  whereas  there  haa  lieeii  iK>neiderable  danger  in  the  late  excite- 
ment and  alarm  of  an  intention  at  insurrection,  by  tiring  gun^aTid 
"hy  persons  carrying  arms  that   were  iotoxjcaled,"  and   by  boya 
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unal)Ie  to  ])ear  ariiiH,  it  be  ordained  that  the  marshal  and  patrols  take 
away  arms  from  intoxicated  persons  and  boys  and  enforce  the  ordi- 
nance against  firing  arms  in  the  streets.^ 

Tlie  examination  of  these  negnx^s  suspected  of  conspiracy  in  1831 
and  the  trials  of  Nathan  and  Hibbard,  noted  above  under  dates  of 
April  22  anrl  24  and  July  13,  1831,  api)ear  to  l>e  the  only  instances 
recorde<l  of  negroes  liaving  been  trie<l  by  the  Milledgeville  authori- 
ties for  crimes  or  misdemeanors  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war. 

Item,  January  5,  1839:  *'On  motion  of  Alderman  Cook,  Resolved 
that  the  Marshal  l)e  and  he  is  hereby  recjuired  to  pay  over  to  the 
Council  immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  Resolution,  all  monies 
received  by  him  for  superintending  the  Balls  given  by  the  Colored 
People  during  the  Christmas  holidays,  and  that  he  be  instructed  not 
to  receive  in  future  any  compensation  for  such  services." 

Item,  Deceml>er  19, 1839:  Resolved  that  the  board  deem  it  improper 
to  grant  negroes  the  privilege  of  having  balls  at  any  other  time  than 
during  the  Christmas  holidays,  and  then  in  the  daytime,  and  that  no 
consent  shall  Ix?  granted  except  upon  the  application  of  the  owners  or 
guardians  of  the  negroes. 

Item,  January  21,  1841:  Resolved  upon  petition,  that  the  band  of 
musicians  composed  of  colored  persons  be  allowed  to  practice  in  the 
old  theater  not  later  than  10  o'clock,  until  further  ordered  bv  the 
boanl;  provided  they  obtain  the  services  of  some  suitable  white  person 
to  accompany  them. 

Item,  July  15,  1841 :  An  ordinance.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
marshal  and  deputy  to  report  any  white  persons  disturbing  the  peace. 
(Elsewhere  the  marshal  and  deputy  are  dirc»cted  to  patrol  and  prevent 
negro  disturbances  and  to  report  and  bring  to  trial  all  white  persons 
breaking  the  peace.  The  repetition  of  this  ordinance  at  this  time 
seems  to  indicate  that  an  element  among  the  whites  had  become 
especially  troublesome. ) 


a  Further  light  upon  the  anxiety  and  the  excitement  aroused  by  rumors  of  n^ro 
insurrectiouH  mny  be  had  from  the  newspapers  of  the  time.  The  following  items  from 
one  of  the  Milledgeville  newspapers  are  illustrative: 

"Federal  Union,  October  6,  1831.  (Editorial.)  Recent  occurrences  In  sister  States, 
tt>gcther  with  various  reported  movements  among  the  slaves  in  this  vicinity,  have 
rendered  it  prudent  that  proper  vigilance  should  be  used  in  the  metropolis,  and  in 
(!ommon  with  other  citizens  the  editors  and  workmen  in  our  office  have  been  for  a  day  or 
two  past  engaged  in  this  important  duty.  The  subject  is  now  under  Investigation  by 
the  civil  authority  of  the  town.  The  result  is  unknown,  b»it  the  matter  will  be  probed 
to  the  bottom,  and  if  any  seditious  intentions  exist  they  will  prolwibly  be  detecte<l  and 
punished  in  an  exemplary  way.  Nothing  <leflnite  up  to  this  hour  (12  o'clock  on  Wednes- 
day) has  been  ascertained.  A  very  exaggemted  ac(;ount  reached  us  y«iterday  from  a 
part  of  Jones  County,  but  has  not  been  confinnetl.  The  town  \va.M  ready  for  any  emer- 
gency. While,  therefore,  we  would  not  create  any  excitement  through  the  State,  we 
think  it  prudent  for  our  fellow-citizens  to  be  on  the  alert." 

"  Federal  Union,  October  13, 1831.  Notke.— The  military  storekeeper  of  Milledgeville 
has  receiveil  executive  orders  to  collect  the  arms  and  ammunition  distributed  to  the 
citizens  on  the  4th  instant.  Those  persons  who  re<'eived  siieh  will  please  to  make  retnnv! 
at  the  arjeual  in  this  place  immediately.    MilledgeviUe,  12th  October,  1831." 
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Item,  September  18.  1854:  Tlie  board  rtaolvee  that  the  petition  be- 
fore theni  asking  the  privilege  for  the  negnMW  of  tlie  city  of  erecting 
n  diurch  for  their  Beparate  use  upon  the  landa  i)f  the  city  tail  not  be 
eutertojned  unlese  it  be  signed  by  a  niajorily  of  tlie  citizens  of  Mil- 
ItHlgeville. 

Item,  January  10,  1840;  The  board  resolves  to  order  the  engraving 
of  billa  of  the  denominationa  nf  CJ.  ?2,  $1,  50  wnte,  and  25  i-entB  to 
the  total  amount  of  $14,440. 

Item,  April  2,  1S40:  The  I'hange  bilJa  have  arrived  from  Waeliinjfton 
to  the  amount  of  $7,357.60.     The  met  of  engraving  ie  $200. 

Item,  April  4,  1840:  The  hoard  re»)1ves  tliat  these  change  hillx  be 
signed  up  and  put  into  drculation  us  rapidly  as  |jo«<ible  in  exchange 
for  tiank  notes.  Ordered,  that  nii  uutea  flhall  be  issued  uuleee  a  fund 
for  their  redemption  is  on  hand  e(iual  to  at  least  one-tliird  of  the 
ajnount  proposed  lo  be  issued. 

In  this  period  of  financial  depression  in  the  cotton  belt  hills  of 
credit  were  issued  by  numerous  town  corporaUona.  la  the  Southern 
Kecorder,  January  18,  1842,  a  newspaper*  printed  at  Mi  Hedge  vilfe,  a 
table  of  the  ral«  of  exchange  is  given.  The  notes  of  the  Augusta  city 
(Hiiincil  are  quoted  at  |>ar,  while  those  of  Columbus,  Macon,  and  Mil- 
ledge  ville  are  quoted  at  lS|)er  centdisconnt.  For  Savanah  scrip,  1840, 
seeThoB.  Gamble,  jr.,  History  of  the  City  Government  of  Savannah, 
G&.,  from  1790  t-i  1901,  pages  173-174. 

Item,  February  23,  1841:  The  street  committee  reported  that  tbey 
hod  hired  for  the  preeent  year  the  following-named  hands  from  the 
persons  whose  names  are  thereunto  annexed,  viz; 

Antoinette,  of  T.  F.  Greene,  trustee $100.00 

Isaac,  of  C.  J.  McDonald l.W.OO 

Monday  &8am,  of  M.  J.  Kenan 250.00 

Prince,  Andrew  it  Prince,  of  Sarah  Davis 375.00 

Henry&Bill,  of  Emmon  Bails 120.00 

Andrew,  of  I.  8.  Wright 120.00 

Joe,  olJamee  Smith 120,00 

1,355.00 

"Ordered,  that  notes  be  eieculed  by  the  mayor  to  the  owners  of 
said  hands  for  tlie  several  utnounts  aliuve  stated." 

Item,  January  2,  1840:  Rations  of  negroes  hireii  by  the  town  ot 
Mi lleilge ville.  Each  week,  I  itetik  o(  meal,  8  pounds  ot  bacon,  and  1 
pint  IT 

Mention  is  made  here  and  there  also  of  potatoes,  rii:e,  and  beef,  seem- 
ingly for  the  negro  bands.  Corn  wim  worth  about  50  cent»  per  bushel; 
bacon,  13  cents  per  pound.  The  town  Iih],  clothed,  and  sheltered  the 
negroes  it  liired.  One  i»ir  panlaloona  cuct  $3;  1  round  jacket,  $3;  1 
shirt,  (1;  1  x>airshoei>,  $1.25  ti)$l.50.  The  support  of  the  liaiidHUud 
four  mules  in  1840  cost  $897.93.    (Minutes,  Decembers,  1840.) 
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Corpoi-atioii  tax  book,  by  years^  1825  to  1831  and  1840. 
Real  property  lia])le  to  taxation,  1849,  1850,  1851. 
Digest  of  taxes,  1825,  1880,  1846,  1859  to  1869. 

The  dige«t  of  taxes  for  1859  given  a  total  of  S3b  taxpayers,  of  which 
8  were  free  negroen.  One  of  thene  had  property  aflseased  at  $440,  and 
two'  others  at  $75  each.  The  remainder  paid  \w\\  tax  alone.  The 
real  estate  wa.^  valued  at  $:^17,(X)()  and  the  slaves  at  $318,600.  Taxes 
were  levied  a**  follows:  On  white  males  lietween  18  and  45  vears  of 
age,  a  im>11  tax  of  $2;  on  white  males  lx>tween  16  and  18  and  between 
45  and  (X),  a  poll  tax  of  $1;  on  free  male  jwrsons  of  color  between  16 
and  60,  a  \>o\\  tax  of  $10;  on  free  female  persons  of  color  between  15 
and  50,  a  poll  tax  of  $5;  on  slaves  Ix'tween  10  and  60  years  of  age,  40 
cents  for  every  $100  of  the  returne<l  valuation;  on  real  estate  and  per- 
sonal proj^rty,  40  cent«  on  $1(X);  on  merchandise,  50  cents  on  $100; 
on  money  at  interest,  30  cents  on  $100;  on  peddlerS,  10  per  cent  of 
their  sales;  on  li(|uor  shops,  $50  each;  on  billiard  tables,  $25  each;  on 
Ijagatelle  tables,  $20  each;  on  UMipin  alleys,  $25  each;  on  bakers.  $10 
ea(*h;  on  forges,  $10  each;  on  printing  offices,  $40eacrh;  on  bank  agen- 
cies, $100  each. 

Accounts  of  the  city  government,  1840  to  1858. 
City  ledger,  1859  to  18()i>. 

Record  of  city  council  expenditures,  1853  to  1878. 
Cash  book  of  the  tc^wn  tieasurer,  185S  to  1869. 

Entry  under  date  of  November  26,  1864:  "By  Amt.  on  hand  captured 
by  the  Yankees,  $1,032.30." 

Entry  under  date  of  March  3,  186^^:  **By  Amt.  paid  for  8  candles, 
$8.     By  Amt.  paid  for  pr.  of  shoes,  $.'i5." 

Record  of  the  police  court  of  Milledgeville,  1854  to  1870. 

This  volume  contains  the  record  of  some  480  misdemeanor  cases 
tried  in  the  mayor's  court  l)etween  1854  and  1870.  Of  these  none 
appear  to  have  U^en  against  slaves  or  free  persons  of  color  before  1862. 

Item,  February  15,  1862:  "The  State  r.  Wm.  a  slave  of  Doet.  G.  D. 
Case.  Disorderly  ik  I)isol)edient  Conduct.  After  hearing  the  testi- 
mony in  the  above  case,  [it]  is  ordered  and  adjudged  that  Dot*t.  G.  D. 
Case  pay  the  cost  an<l  that  the  lx)y  William  re<'eiveTen  Lashes  by  the 
hand  of  the  Marshal,  and  then  be  discharged." 

Item,  December  8,  1862:  The  SUite  v.  Hamilton,  a  slave.  Retailing 
spirituous  liquors.     Pleaded  guilty.     8entenci*<l  to  89  lashes. 

Item,  May  14, 1864:  The  State  r.  Viney,  a  slave.  Using  approbrioos 
and  impudent  language  to  a  white  perhon.     Sentenced  to  39  lashes. 

Item,  July  2«),  1865:  **The  State  r.  Jarratt  (Frtn^dman).''  Petit  lar- 
ceny. Sentences  to  10  days  impris<3nnK*nt  in  the  guardhouse,  to  be 
UhX  on  bread  and  water. 

Item,  August  17, 1865:  *'The  State  /.  Charles  Harris  (Freedman)." 
Malicious  mischief.     Sentenced   to  i\  line  of  $25  or  in  default  to  l)e 
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kept  in  jail  until  the  meeting  cif  tho  superior  ctJiirl.  Tlio  sonti'iiiv 
mutiiii  ta  the  wearing  of  l«ll  and  chain  anil  wiTking  iin  the 
streets  for  15  days. 

Item,  A»)(aEit  28,  1865:  The  State  v.  Amlerson  McComh,  a  freedtnan. 
Fighting.    Sentenced  to  fine  of  $5  or  5  ilaya  work  on  slreets. 

Item,  AuguBt  28.  1865:  Three  eases  ot  vagrancy  againgt  freedmen. 
Senleuced  each  to  5  days  work  on  the  streets. 

Itein,  September  15,  1869;  "The  8tat«  i:  Joseph  Young,  Colored," 
DrankennesB.     Bententeii  to  fo  fine  or  ti  days  in  jail. 

From  ISATi  to  ]fl6U  the  court  foUowod  the  custom  of  senteni'ing  white 
persons  tu  Hue  or  iniprisonmeDt  in  jail,  while  it  senteoL-ed  ii^croea  tn 
labor  in  the  chain  gang  on  the  streets.  Aft«r  1869  that  dis- 
tinction apiiarently  ceased  ti>  be  made.  The  cliange  of  phrases  used 
for  denoting  nt^froes  is  enrioun.  Bt-fore  the  war  negroes  not  Hiavee 
were  ealleii   "free  persons  of  colour."     In  Ifltifi  there  is  mention  ot 

C'harlee  Harris  (Freednianl,"  and  in  l.SHB  of  ''JoBcph  Young, 
colored." 

isuiiof  the  town  iif  Mil  ledge  ville  for  the  ycur  1S28.     Taken 
by  Prjor  Wriglit. 

Summary:  Total  population,  1,599.     Total  whiter,  831,  of  whieh  197 

ere  males  t>elow  18  years  of  age,  288  were  males  above  18  years,  and 

16  were  femaleH.    MateeluveH  imder  18  years,  176;  above  18  vearR, 

IGQ;  lolsl  male  slaves,  335,  female  staves,  4i:i;  total  slaves,  748;  tree 

persona  of  color,  20,  o[  which  8  were  males  and  12  females. 

Of  167  families,  31  hod  no  slaves,  12  had  1  each,  17  had  2  each,  25 
had  3  each,  9  had  4  eacli,  13  had  5  each.  10  had  6  each,  11  had  7  each, 
6  had  8  each,  b  had  9  each,  6  had  10  each,  3  had  11  each,  2  had  12 
each,  2  had  13  each,  1  had  14,  1  liait  15,  1  had  17,  1  had  18,  1  hati  19, 
lhwl21. 

Among  the  whiten  12  were  attorneys,  fJ  physicians,  21  merchants,  16 
■hOEkeeper?,  9  innkeepers,  21  printers,  26  house  carpenters,  2  joiners, 
fi  Uacksmiths,  6  lioot  and  shoe  mnkeni,  4  Kilversmithii,  8  tailors. 

ne  fact  that  the  town  was  the  Statu  capital  accoonts  for  the  large 
nmher  of  innkeepers  and  printers.  The  white  families  of  the  inn- 
keepers were  large  and  tliey  were,  as  a  class,  the  Urgent  slaveholders 
in  Iho  town.  (Of  course  no  count  was  made  in  this  census  ot  the 
aUv«  who  lived  on  outlying  plantations,  owned  hy  citizens  of  the 
town.)  The  innkeepers  bail  slaveholdings  of  5,  6,  6, 12,  12,  14, 17,  19, 
■nd  21,  respectively.  The  printers  and  a  few  merchants  and  several 
rKtOmeys  also  had  comparatively  large  numbers  of  staves  for  towns- 
men. But,  of  course,  the  great  mass  of  the  Biavea  was  uimn  the  jilanta- 
tbrnaond  nut  in  town.  Fighty  per  cent  of  the  white  familiesin  the  town 
slavee  for  domestic  service.  John  Marlow  is  listed  with  3  whilv 
m  and  7  slaves,  all  of  whom  were  ear|H:ntvrs.  James  tlanink  had  6 
was,  among  whom  one  or  two  were  apjiarently  lictij'l  as  printers. 
m.  T.  Hausell  had  10  slaves,  among  whom  1  was  a  I'arjienter,  1  a 
1)1iuksmith,   and  1  a  cobbler.     Billy   Woodley   (probably  the   Billy 
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Woodliff  mentioned  at*  a  })lackHmith  in  the  minutes  of  the  oorporatlon, 
July  13,  1S81,  Hupni),  is  listed  separatt^  from  any  white  person.  All 
free*  nt^groes  are  liste<l  under  the  names  of  their  guardians. 

The  census  taker,  who  was  also  the  town  marshal,  pMMsessed  an 
inquisitive  turn  of  mind.  Though  it  was  not  set  down  in  his  instruc- 
tions, he  ma<le  jottings  of  15  prostitutes,  all  of  whom  appear  to  have 
l)ei»n  white  women.  Of  course  there  were  other  perhaps  less  openly 
professional  women  of  the  town  among  the  negro  population.  The 
large  numl)er  in  this  class  was  due  to  presence  of  numbers  of  leg- 
islators and  other  ]>oliticians  in  the  town  during  the  annual  seesions 
of  the  gi»neral  assembly. 

Justice  court  docket,  three  hundred  and  twentieth  district 
Georgia  militia,  1841  to  1873. 

Notary  public  criminal  docket,  three  hundred  and  twentieth 
district  Georgia  militia,  1869  to  1871. 

These  justice  and  notary  dcx^kets  are  fugitive  volumes  which  have 
hai)i)en(Ml  to  find  lodgment  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  town  which 
lies  in  their  pro|)er  militia  district.  The  dockets  themselves  are  of 
slight  value,  but  miscellaneous  jottings  have  been  made  in  some  of 
the  volumes  and  render  them  of  some  interest. 

The  average  numl)er  of  cases  in  the  justice  court  of  the  three 
hundred  and  twentieth  district  each  year  between  1844  and  1860  was 
a]x)ut  100.  But  in  1862  then*  were  but  13  cases,  6  i-ases  in  1863,  3 
cases  in  1864,  15  cases  in  18<)5,  29  cases  in  1866,  50  in  1867,  24  in  1868, 
24  ill  1869,  and  90  in  1870.  The  abwmce  of  litigation  during  the  civil 
war  and  the  early  years  of  rwonstniction  is  striking.  Whetlier  from 
}Minilysis  of  the  KkuU  government  or  from  the  lack  of  personal  discord 
this  gives  a  new  side  light  ujnm  the  old  adage  **  inter  armas  leges  silent,*' 
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.'  Prcif,  Franklin  L.  Riley,  .Secrrtur;/ owi  Trranurfr  u/ tlie  Mi»»imippi  Hit- 
UiHcal  HocUty,  (hivrmilg  of  Miimiiirippi. 


The  creation  of  this  department  is  one  of  the  many  impor- 
tant I'esults  following,' from  the  recent  development  of  historical 
work  in  Misisissippi.  This  development  had  its  incipiency  in 
the  reor^nization  of  the  Misaissippi  Historical  Society,  in 
Jamiary,  189S.  During  thf  Hrat  two  and  a  half  years  the 
work  of  the  society  was  done  almost  entirely  by  its  secretary 
and  treasurer,  who  was  also  professor  of  history  in  the  State 
fnivorsity.  The  wrrespondence  of  the  society,  the  editing 
of  its  publications,  the  arranging  for  annual  meetings,  and 
various  other  duties  soon  demiinded  luoiv  time  than  the  secre- 
tary could  afford  to  give  to  the  i-apidly  dl'vt'loping  work.  He 
was  therefore  given  an  assistant  in  July,  I'.HIl.  Before  two 
yeai's  more  had  elapsed  the  historical  work  in  the  State  had 
grown  in  magnitude  and  in  impoi'tance  until  it  became  neces- 
sary for  the  secretary  to  seek  for  furthei"  relief.  He  then 
prepared  for  legislative  cousidemtion  two  bills,  one  of  which 
provided  for  the  establishment  of  the  Stat«  department  of 
archives  and  history,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Mississippi 
Historical  Society,  and  the  other  appropriated  $7,5U()  to  pro- 
vide for  the  maintenance  of  this  department  and  to  aid  the 
society  in  issuing  its  publications  in  1902  and  11)(I3.  Both 
measures  were  passed  by  the  legislature  and  approved  by  the 
^governor  in  February,  li)U2.  A  month  later  the  department 
«f  archives  and  history  was  organized.  IVo  rooms  in  the 
old  statebouse  were  assigned  as  it.s  temporary  headquarters 
pending  the  completion  of  the  now  statehouse.  in  which  it 
now  occupies  three  rooms  on  the  fii-st  floor. 
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Lilwr  No.  1  of  deeds,  etc. — Ck>ntinaed. 

his  payment  of  the  just  chai)^  which  amounted  to  the  same  of  five 
l>ounds  three  shillings  &  Eight  pence,  And  if  the  sd  Dirreck  showld 
not  come  for  him  <&  pay  the  sd  charges  within  two  weeks  After  hee 
was  Acquitt  by  the  Jury,  that  then  the  sd  Negro  be  sold  at  A  pnblick 
vendne  <&  After  payment  of  the  chai)^  the  overplus  to  bee  Returned 
to  luH  Master.  And  Whereas  there  is  now  produced  a  Letter  from  his 
sd  Master  to  John  Barclay  then  Clerk  of  the  sd  Court  wherein  he  re- 
fuses to  pay  the  Above  chai^ges  d  sayes  hee  Expects  his  sd  Negro  to 
\ye  Returned  free  of  Coasts,  And  whereas  there  is  further  chai^gefi 
accru(Kl  for  keeping  &  cureing  the  sd  Negro  since  the  Above  sd  Court 
which  must  Also  bee  payd 

''Therefore  the  Justices  doe  now  order  that  John  Barclay  Clerk  of 
the  s<l  Court  shall  give  publick  Notice  to  the  severall  Townee  in  this 
Countie  <&  to  the  said  Master;  that  the  sd  Negro  Sambo  shall  (upon 
the  4th  of  March  next  ensueing  the  date  hereof)  [be  hired]  out  by  the 
Month  to  any  persone  or  |)ersone8  who  may  give  most  Wages  for  his 
ser\4ce  until  the  Above  bill  of  Costs  &.  chai^ges  which  have  since 
accrue<i  Ihj  i)aid." 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  maHter  was  obliged  to  pay  the  costs  of 
trying  hin  own  negro  for  burning  his  own  bam,  although  Sambo  was 
**  acquitt." 
Li])er  No.  3  of  dee<l»,  etc. : 

This  is  a  folio  volume  with  177  i>age8  written  up  in  front,  and  38 
pages  from  the  reverses!  side.  Recorded  in  the  early  pages  is  a  com- 
mission by  Governor  Philip  Carteret  to  Capt.  Nicholas  Verlett,  to  con- 
Htitute  and  appoint  a  court  of  judicature  for  the  inhabitants  of  Bergen, 
Geinoenepaen,  Ahaf^ymes,  and  Hooboocken:  Verlett  to  be  president 
of  said  court,  with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  Herman  Smeeman, 
Caspar  Steynincts  of  Bergen,  Elyas  Michaels  of  Gemoenepaen,  to  try 
suits  under  the  sum  of  £10  sterling.     Dateil  August  30,  1665. 

Ali*o  commissions  dated  August  6,  1665,  to  Capt.  Nicholas  Verlett — 
as  captain  of  a  f(M)t  (•omi)any  listed  or  to  be  listed  in  the  towns  or 
villages  of  Bergen,  (Temoenej>aen,  Asymus,  and  Hooboocken  and 
other  places  in  their  jurisdiction.  Caspar  Stymets— as  lieutenant  of 
the  same  comimiiy.     Adrian  Post— as  ensign  of  the  same  company. 

Also  an  order  against  selling  strong  drink  to  the  Indians,  October  16, 
1665. 

Commissions  dated  October  26,  1665,  to  Nicholas  Verlett— to  be 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  to  John  Ogden,  gentleman— to  be  justice  of 
the  peace.     Recalled. 

Nicholas  Verlett— to  be  one  of  the  council,  November  1,  1665. 

John  Ogden-  to  l^e  one  of  the  council,  November  1, 1665.    Recalled. 

Divorce  granted  by  (Jovernor  Carteret  to  Claes  Pietersen,  of 
Gemoenepaen,  from  hit;  wife,  (Jrietie  Maes.  They  were  married  in 
1654.  She  left  him  in  1658  and  went  to  Holland.  Divorce  granted 
January  20,  1665.     *'  Recalled  and  of  no  effect." 

Licenses  of  marriage,  cr>mmi8sions  to  members  of  the  council,  orders 
of  various  kinds,  deeds,  etc 
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their  labor,  a  full  detailed  and  exbaiistive  exaiiiiimtinji"  of  jill 
the  undeveloped  materiuls  relntiiig  to  the  biMt^n-y  and  antiqui- 
tiea  of  the  SUite.  and  of  eralKxljing  the  results  of  the  exami- 
nation in  a  printed  report  to  the  legislature, "'  with  an  account 
of  the  then  condition  of  historical  work  in  the  State  and  with 
such  recommendations"  as  mi^ht  l>e  considered  dcMrable. 
The  rcix»rt  of  this  cummiinsion  was  puhlishe<^l  in  a  volume  of 
Sy4  pages,  issued  as  Volume  V  of  the  Puhlications  of  the 
Mississippi  Historical  Society.  Since  it  purports  to  give  tJie 
location,  historical  value,  and  accessiliility  of  all  the  sources 
of  Mississippi  history,  it  is  the  most  elalwrnte  and  preten- 
tious work  that  was  ever  done  without  comix'nwition  by  any 
citizens  of  the  State.  It  is  of  inteivst  in  this  connection, 
since  it  directed  public  attiuitton  to  the  importance  of  collect- 
ing and  preserving  the  .■sources  of  State  history  and  recom- 
mended the  establishment  of  a  Stjite  dei«rtniflnt  which  should 
!>e  charged  with  this  function. 

During  the  tirst  year  of  its  existence  the  department  of 
archives  and  history  examined  and  clussilied  many  very  valu- 
ftble  documents  which  had  Iteen  in  the  possession  of  the  State 
many  years,  but  were  packed  ■'  into  fifty  boxes,  without 
regard  to  order  or  armngeinent."  These  documents  have 
been  classified  as  follows: 

].  Provindal  archives,  embniL-ing  the  documents  belonging  to  tbp  period 
ot  French,  Spaiiieh,  anil  Ei^Iieli  o<-ini]ialion.  Very  few  dot^umentscif 
taiy  value  have  been  di^coveretl  boloaging  to  tbie  period. 
a.  Territorial  archives.  Maniim'ript*'  belonging  to  this  perioil  are  nnnier- 
ona  and  very  valuable.  Among  the.iii  are  the  folluuing  executive 
doeninijntt):  The  official  journal  of  Winlhrop  Bargent,  Brst  governor 
of  MiaaiaHippi  Territory,  containing  100  titles;  ijargent's  Ijiwa,  con- 
tuning  44  titlee;  executive  journal  and  other  doeumeals  of  Governor 
William  C.  C.  Claiborne,  eontsinbig  TD7  titles;  the  oHieial  letters  and 
other  doeuuient»t  ot  Governor  Ruber!  William*,  iMUtaining  S3  titles; 
the  executive  journal  an<]  other  ndii^ial  documents  of  Governor  David 
Holmes,  coDtHloing  I.S-'it)  tilled.  In  addition  to  thiiie  tiMeH  there  are 
several  docnmentg  relating  tii  the  I'areen'of  many  persons  less  con- 
epicuoua  in  public  service.  The  most  \'alnahle  docuuienla  belonging 
to  this  divieion  of  the  official  archives  are  the  popera  of  Governor 
Claiborne.  They  treat  of  a  wide  range  ()f  queBtions,  among  them  the 
purchase  oi  Ciitia  anil  Louifliona,  navigation  of  Ihe  Missiseippi  River, 
exploration  of  Rurr.  and  the  foreign  relation  ti(  Ibe  llniteil  States  with 
England,  Spain,  and  Fram-e. 
3.  The  State  archives  contabi  the  many  official  letters  and  other  documents 
of  the  entire  government  ot  the  Stale. 
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The  department  has  devoted  much  time  and  labor  to  the  col- 
lection of  official  Confedenite  war  records  of  Mississippi. 
Mr.  Dunbar  Rowland,  the  director  of  the  department,  has  done 
his  best  work  in  this  field  of  hibor.  A  detailed  account  of  the 
discovery  of  many  valuable  Confederate  records,  the  location 
of  which  was  at  the  time  known  to  only  one  survivor  of  the 
great  conflict,  with  a  full  statement  of  the  most  interesting 
titles  of  the  documents  belonging  to  the  department  will  be 
found  in  the  "  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  De- 
partment of  Archives  and  History,''  published  in  Volume  VI 
of  the  Publications  of  the  Mississippi  Historical  Society. 

The  following  summary  of  work  done  by  the  department  of 
archives  and  history  during  the  first  eighteen  months  is  taken 
from  the  '''Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Director."  It  reads 
as  follows: 

1.  The  preservation  of  the  historical  archives  of  the  State,  which  are  not 
in  current  use,  from  ruin  and  decay. 

2.  The  discovery  and  preservation  of  the  Confederate  war  records  of  the 
State,  consisting  of  historical  material,  the  value  of  which  can  not  be  esti- 
mated. 

3.  The  publication  by  the  Federal  Government  of  a  complete  historical 
roster  of  officers  and  enliste<l  men  of  th(»  Union  and  Confederate  armies. 

4.  The  cx)llection  and  classification  of  500,000  valuable  historical  manu- 
scripts connecte<l  with  Mississippi  history. 

5.  The  collei^tion  of  historical  i)ortrait8  without  cost  to  the  State,  the 
value  of  which  is  estimated  to  l>e  |>5,000. 

6.  The  compilation  of  an  Official  and  Statistic  Register,  containing  valu- 
able information  relative  to  the  historical,  social,  educational,  and  economic 
developments  of  Mississippi. 
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By  VVii 


The  archives  of  the  Stjitv  of  N<!\¥  Jorsoy  are  exceedingly 
voluminous  in  extent  and  varied  in  chanuster  and  interest. 
They  have  accuiiiulat<;d  in  the  viirious  offices  to  which  they 
naturally  pertain  until  they  have  outgrown  the  former  pro- 
visions for  their  cure  and  custody,  and  in  many  cases  have 
hecome  a  serioua  and  vexatious  huixlentothe  offieera  in  whose 
charge  they  reuiain.  The  natural  outcome  of  this  condition 
of  things  will  be  in  time  the  transfer  of  the  records  not  in 
current  use  to  one  central  office  or  building  in  the  care  of  a 
special  cujutodian.  It  may  be  that  this  transfer  nilt  be  to  the 
State  Library,  or  it  may  l)e  that  there  will  lie  a  special 
building  devoted  to  the  ciire  of  hiHtorical  archives,  with  a 
competent  person  in  charge.  There  is  no  general  legislation 
on  the  subject  of  the  care  of  these  archives,  and  ejich  officer 
is  made  the  custodian  of  those  in  his  particular  care  by  virtue 
of  statutes,  in  some  cases,  virtually  dating  back  to  the  earliest 
colonial  period,  or.  say,  to  KffiS. 

When  Governor  Philip  Carteret  arrived  in  New  Jersey  in 
August,  1665,  he  established  his  government  at  the  place  now 
called  Hllizabeth,  the  Government  House  lieing  known  for  a 
century  or  more  thereafter  a.s  the  "  White  House."  thus  an- 
ticipating the  popular  appellation  of  the  Executive  Mansion 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  EUzabethtown 
remained  the  capital  of  the  colony  of  New  Jersey  until  the 
division  of  the  province,  in  1(173-74,  into  the  pi-ovinces  of 
East  Jersey  and  West  Jersey,  and  continued  to  be  the  capital 
of  East  Jersey  until  atxiut  1685,  when  the  governors  of  East 
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Jersey  (\stii}»Iishe(l  themselves  at  Perth  Anibo}'.  There  the 
})oard  of  proprietors  of  Eit^t  Jei*sey  erected  a  public- record 
office,  where  were  kept  all  the  records  peiiaining  to  the  sur- 
veys and  coiivevances  of  land  in  East  Jersev,  the  title  to  the 
soil  as  well  as  the  government  being  vested  in  the  proprie- 
tors. This  l)uilding  was  also  used  as  the  receptacle  for  the 
public  records  of  the  province,  and  so  continued  for  one 
hundred  and  ton  vonvs. 

In  West  Jersey  Burlington  bec^ame  the  capital  of  that 
provinc(\  The  West  »Iersey  proprietors  erected  a  public- 
record  office  there,  whei'e  were  kept  the  records  pertaining 
to  that  province  or  division,  as  at  Perth  Amboy. 

Even  when  N(»w  ffersey  was  reunited  under  a  royal  gov- 
ernor in  1702,  these  })ublic-record  offices  were  continued  for 
their  respective  divisions  at  Burlington  and  at  Perth  Amboy. 
In  17J)5  the  legislature  passed  an  act  providing  that  the 
recoi*ds  pertaining  to  the  government, and  also  the  records  of 
conveyances  of  land  of  East  Jei*s(»y  and  West  Jersey  and  of 
New  Jersey,  should  i»e  transferred  from  the  public-record 
offices  at  Burlington  and  Perth  Amboy,  respectively,  to 
Trenton,  where  they  have  since  remaiped.  The  buildings 
originally  erected  by  the  proprietors  at  Burlington  and  Perth 
Amboy  have  l)een  maintained  or  rebuilt  at  the  expense  of  the 
State  from  time  to  time,  in  view  of  the  great  importance  of 
the  records  still  prestM'ved  there,  viz.,  those  relating  to  the 
warrants  for  and  survevsof  lands  in  the  two  ancient  divisions 

ft 

of  Ea.st  Jcrsev  and  West  Jersev. 

The  archives  transferred  to  Trenton  included  all  patents  and 
d<HHls  for  land  in  the  n^spective  divisions;  all  wills  and  rec- 
ords of  wills  and  uflministrations.  This  much  by  way  of 
preliminary. 

A  detailed  description  of  these  records  is  necessary  to  give 
an  ad(M|uate  idea  of  their  character. 

DESCRIPTION  OF   RECORDS  IN   THE    OFFICE  OF   THE    SECRETARY 

OF   STATE. 

I.    RFX'ORDS   <»F   COWEYANCFIS,   KT<\,   FoK    EAST   JERSEY. 

These  consist  of  thirty-four  manuscript  volumes,  which  have 
been  substantially  and  neatly  rei>ound  within  a  few3'ears,  and 
have  been  renumbered  consecutively.     Originally  they  were 
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nearly  all  lettered,  but  in  a  confusing  manner.  However,  a.s 
they  have  been  constantly  cited  by  their  original  de-slgnatioiiH 
it  is  proper  to  preserve  the  latter.  The  list  if  as  follows, 
giving  the  forn[ier  lettering  anil  the  new  numeration: 


Newpumben. 

N™  number. 

UbarNo.!. 

1 
1 

A  2. 

Ba. 
ca. 

Liber  No.  19 

M 

a* 

as... 

%::■:::: 

aff 

|::;::::: 

a 

I 


The  earlier  volumes,  especially,  of  this  series,  are  of  the 
most  miscellaneous  character,  containing  a  vast  fund  of  infor- 
mation regarding  the  mannei-s  and  customs  of  the  first  set- 
tlers, the  methods  of  government,  the  laws  enacted,  the 
administration  of  justice,  the  appointments  of  officers,  probate 
of  wills,  administration  of  estates,  patents  from  the  Lords 
Proprietors,  and  from  their  successors,  the  East  .Jersey  Pro- 
prietors, deeds,  conti-acts,  and  all  the  ofBcial  records  pertain- 
ing to  the  settlement  and  government  of  the  colony.  A  brief 
analysis  of  some  of  the  volumes  will  give  a  better  idea  of  their 
contents  and  of  their  value  legally  and  historically. 
Liber  No.  1  of  deeds,  etc.: 

This  U  a  stump}'  folio,  of  which  l.'>5  paRes  are  written  on  in  front, 
and  18.1  pages  from  the  other  end.  Inserted  ia  the  ie<-ord  or  copy  of 
an  Indian  dee<l  (or  land  in  and  ahout  "E1i7.abeth  Town  commonly 
called  hy  the  name  of  Art! lur  Kull,"  dated  "the  twenty-eighth  day 
of  October  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Our  Sovereign  Lord 
Charles  y'2'''"  from  Mattano,  Manamowaone,  &  Cowescomen  to  John 
Bayley,  Daniel  Denton  and  Lube  Wat«on  of  Jamico  in  Ijong  Island." 
There  follow  a  number  of  patents  coiilirtning  deeds  for  lands  at  New- 
ark and  vicinity,  dated  Mareh  10,  ItlTT. 

On  the  reverse  side  of  the  same  volume  ia  inserteil  a  leaf  setting 
forth  the  proceedings  of  "a  private  session  of  the  court  held  at  Wood- 
bridge,  February  0,  1099,"  when  Sainlxj,  a  negro,  was  "then  tryed 
for  Sellonie,"  on  "an  indictment  fonnd  against  him  for  burning  his 
maater'a  harn."  He  was  "Acquit!  by  A  Jury,"  and  it  was  ordered 
that  he  "showld  bee  Retume<i  to  his  Master  Dirreck  Middacb  Upon 
H.  Doe.  745,  58-2— vol  1 31 
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The  books  of  deeds  contain  also  mortga^s,  commissions, 
official  bonds,  and  other  instruments. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  are  the  following  books  of 
records,  also  relating  to  West  Jersey: 

Bai<8e'H  Book  of  Surveys,  made  by  Jeremiah  Basse,  at  one  time  surveyor- 
general  of  West  Jersey,  governor  of  that  division,  and  an  important 
man  in  the  province  in  the  seventeenth  century.  His  surveys  give  not 
only  distances  and  courses  but  maps  of  most  of  the  tracts  surveyed  and 
located. 

Book  A  of  Revel I'h  Book  of  Surveys. 

(iloucester  Deeds,  LWyer  A,  1(t,  Gloucester  Deeds  and  Surveys  3.  Glouces- 
ter C,  Gloucester  Deeds  2.       • 

Salem  Deeds  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6  (1695),  7— all  small,  thin  folios. 

Lilx»r  A,  Nevill's  Book  of  Deeds. 

Salem  Wills,  A,  1687-1627,  a  small  folio. 

Salem  Book  3,  a  small,  parch  men  t-lx)und  volume. 

Salem  Book  A,  a  similar  volume. 

Salem  No.  1. 

Fenwick's  Surveys,  1676-1705. 

ConceKsions,  etc.,  1()81-1699,  a  large  folio,  containing  "The  Concessions  and 
AgnH,»ment  of  the  Proprietors,  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the 
Province  of  West  New  Jersey,  in  America."  Laws  of  West  Jersey, 
1681-1701.  Oaths  of  office,  averments  of  grand  jury  in  1686.  Appoint- 
ments of  officers  by  the  legislature.  Prot^eedings  of  the  assembly  of 
West  Jersey  at  Burlingtcm  25  of  9th  mo.  1685,  to  15  of  3d  mo.  1686. 
'*The  Assemblv  declared  to  v"  (Jovernor  v'  officers  of  Stated  Trust 
Ix'long  to  theni  to  nominate  and  appoint." 

Salem  Wills,  parc-hment-bound,  'M  pages. 

Salem  Records  (Surveys). 

Salem  Wills  and  Administrations,  1691-1702. 

Greenwi(;h  Surveys,  lK)und  in  paper. 

Liber  No.  2,  of  i)robat4*s  of  wills  (Salem). 

Lil)er  A,  town  grants  in  New  Salem,  1678-79. 

"A  Re(;ord  containing  the  agreements.  Acts  and  Laws  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  Province  of  West  New  Jersey  as  confirmed  by 
the  (Governor  thereof  from  the  first  Session  att  Burlington  begun  the 
21st  day  of  the  nyneth  Month  called  November  in  the  year  1681" 
contains  the  proceedings  of  the  assembly.  May  2-6,  1682,  with  names 
of  the  meml^ers,  names  of  the  council,  local  officers  appointed,  laws 
passed,  et<'.  On  the  reverse  side  is  a  record  of  deeds,  contracts,  list  of 
servant^  indentured,  etc. 

Salem  Surveys,  No.  1,  73  pages. 

Salem  Surveys,  No.  2,  18  pages,  1679-1683. 

This  seems  to  have  been  a  conmion-place  book  and  docket  of  James 
Nevill,  register  of  West  Jersey,  justice  of  the  peace,  etc.  It  contains 
mortgages,  wills,  powers  of  attx:)rney,  bills  of  sale,  lettings  (with  minute 
descriptions  of  the  premises,  houses,  and  other  l>uildings,  orchards, 
cuttle,  etc.),  ('ontract**,  affidavits,  averments,  pleadings  in  law  suits, 
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Salem  Suireyp,  No.  2,  18  pages,  1679-l(i8S — Continued. 

ami  tlie  Camotis  Indian  interpreter — a  list  of  more  than  two  hundred 
Indian  words  uud  phrases,  with  Engligli  translations.  Mr.  Nevill  has 
aim  written  herein  an  elaborate  essay  on  the  right  of  trial  hy  jury, 
and  even  iapued  into  jxjetry  to  exprei*  hi»  contempt  ol  certain  neigh- 
bors who  seem  to  have  difiereil  with  hiia  on  this  siibiect: 

A  Ritnr'ii  moulli.  is  bigger  (bHU  ItH  hmd 

Sn  wiiuld  the  mouth  at  PeaallvDnia  Spred, 

over  MuperJu';  uver  nil  hlH  petra, 

over  IbH  English.  Uniis.  Bwewtn.  &  Mln-lieres, 

Man  horrible,  mooiteniiu,  &  mont  Barbcrou*,  hee 

rKQlleres  known,  &  Common  Ihw,  lu  Iw. 

bis  will  in.  right  or  wrong,  hv'c  plaintllv  or  defend', 

ihould  have  (lie  Ciiuse,  1(  gtjid  l*  at  >•  end  out. 


&  pride.  hc'( 


>t  Dit-  It-. 


tathal 


"Blandiog  waters  will  |jre«d  (X)rruptiou  &  be  offensive  if  it  be  not 
sometimes  irhaiiged.  And  for  men  to  be  too  long  in  otiirf  of  govern- 
ment, ik  Ui  have  too  little  regard  to  otherH  or  the  Dignity  of  the  Htate." 
Here  ia  also  set  forth  an  averment  dateil  3,  19, 1(J88,  by  Peter  Biide- 
beeke  relative  tn  mine  pei-uliar  traneaclionn  which  oecurred  "at  the 
wake  when  l^us  llendrickKon  at  flines-point  dyed  and  Stevens 
daughter  Annaka  Yereaus  and  Wolla  Wouasen"  were  there,  when 
Annaka  made  a  remark  about  "a  young  Youdas  wch  is  by  interpre- 
tauin  a  divill  in  Sana  language" — showing  that  they  hail  wakeu  in 
theFiuniHh  settlement,  and  that  the  inhahilanle  at  Finns'  Point  in 
1088  still  used  their  native  tongue. 

Salem  aurveys,  54  pages.  1,  17,  1084,  tii  '£i,  4,  16)12, 

Surveys,  167ft. 

Hunterdon  mortgagea,  :i  vulumea. 


* 


As  already  noted,  :iciittered  through  the  early  volumes  of 
records  are  numerous  mentions  of  marriage  lict^n^s,  of  raar- 
riagCH,  and  ocra.sional  divorces.  These  liccD.seM  were  granted 
by  the  governor  apparently  under  the  idea  that  in  New  Jersey 
he  stooil  in  the  place  of  the  King,  and  so  possessed  tile  supreme 
ecelesiastical  a.s  well  as  the  supreme  civil  power  in  the  province. 

In  1719  an  act  was  passed  regulating  marriages,  and  requir- 
ing the  granting  of  a  license  to  marry  unless  haans  were  pre- 
viously published  at  least  three  weeks  before  the  marriage, 
either  by  announcement  from  the  pulpit  of  a  church  ur  meet- 
inghouse or  by  affixing  the  notice  to  the  door  of  the  same. 
This  act  fell  into  disuse  about  17!K),  and  was  superseded  in 
1795  by  other  legislation  doing  away  with  the  requirement 
For  marriage  iicenpn's.     By  tin- net  of  1711' the  (lerson  taking 
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fifty  years  ago  by  Charles  D.  Deshler,  of  New  Brunswick, 
N.  J.,  in  Harper's  New  Monthly  Magazine. 

RECORDS  OF  THE   ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 

The  late  William  S.  Stryker,  adjutant-general  of  New 
Jerse}',  1866-1900,  v^ery  soon  after  entering  upon  the  duties 
of  his  office  began  to  arrange  and  procure  additional  material 
relative  to  the  part  that  New  Jersey  took  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  He  published  the  first  results  of  his  labors  in 
1872  in  a  stout  octavo  volume  containing  lists  of  the  oflScers 
and  men  of  New  Jersey  in  the  Revolution.  The  names  of  the 
officers  were  arranged  according  to  the  regiments;  the  names 
of  the  privates  were  arranged  in  two  alphabetical  series.  It 
was  the  first  attempt  of  the  kind  by  any  State  in  the  Union 
and  formed  the  nucleus  for  a  more  systematic  effort  in  the 
same  direction,  which  was  carried  on  by  General  Stryker  for 
more  than  twenty-five  years  and  until  the  time  of  his  death. 
His  efforts  were  directed  to  procuring  complete  lists  of  the 
officei*s  and  men  of^  New  Jerse}'^  from  the  earliest  dates  until 
and  including  the  Spanish- American  war  in  1898.  Clerks 
have  been  employed  for  many  years  in  going  over  the  records 
of  the  Pension  Office  and  War  Department  at  Washington. 
Since  his  death  the  work  has  been  continued  by  his  successor, 
Adjt.  Gen.  R.  Heber  Breintnall,  the  researches  being  particu- 
larly under  the  direction  of  Deputy  Adjt.  Gen.  Col.  J.  S.  Kiger. 
As  a  result  of  these  prolonged  and  well-directed,  systematic 
efforts,  the  State  of  New  Jersey  has  now  in  its  possession 
rolls  of  five  or  more  companies  who  served  along  the  Dela- 
ware under  the  Swedish  Government,  1635-1638;  also  very 
full  rolls  of  troops  who  served  in  the  colonial  wars;  also  very 
full  rosters  of  troops  who  served  during  the  Revolution;  also 
similar  rosters  of  troops  who  were  mustered  in  for  service  in 
the  suppression  of  the  whisky  rebellion  in  western  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1794;  also  very  full  rosters  of  the  troops  engaged  in 
the  war  of  1812;  also,  those  serving  in  the  Mexican  war, 
1845-1848.  Generel  Stryker  published  in  1878,  in  two  large 
folio  volumes,  very  full  rosters  of  the  New  Jersey  troops  who 
served  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  The  office  has  also  very 
complete  rosters  of  the  New  Jersey  officers  and  soldiers  who 
served  in  the  Spanish-American  war,  1898.     Very  full  rosters 
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have  also  beeu  obtained  of  sailors  of  New  Jersey  who  served 
in  the  varioiiR  wars.  Parts  of  these  recordw  are  already  in 
print,  but  the  portions  relating  to  the  colonial  troops  and  to 
the  soldiers  of  the  Kevolution  arc  still  incomplete  and  not 
printed. 

LSCLASSIFIED   ARCHIVES   IN    THE   STATEHOUSE   CELI-AH. 

The  ytatehouHe  at  Trenton  has  bei'n  partially  destroyed  by 
tire  on  two  or  three  occasions,  and  at  each  tire  many  of  the 
records  were  hastily  carried  out  and  bundled  together  promis- 
cuously. A  large  quantity  of  miscellaneous  papers  have  thus 
been  accumulated  in  the  cellar  of  the  statehouse,  and  as  they 
were  not  required  in  the  current  business  they  have  never 
been  classified  or  ari-anged.  Many  of  these  papers  date  back 
to  the  colonial  period,  two  hunilred  years  or  more  ago. 
Among  them  are  petitions  to  the  legislature  and  other  docu- 
nicnbi  of  aniiscellaneous  character. 

OBNKitAL   SUMMAKY. 

In  the  foregoing  account  of  the  archives  of  Now  Jersey, 
jmrticular  reference  has  been  paid  to  the  older  records,  and 
especially  to  those  having  a  bearing  on  the  history  of  the 
State. 

There  have  been  organized  from  time  to  time  a  great  many 
other  offices  than  those  above  enumerated,  and  these  offices 
have  accumulHt«d  their  own  records,  but  most  of  them  date 
back  not  more  than  thirty-five  years. 

PUBLISHED  Ll-KISLATIVE  DOC^IJMENTS. 
Until  a'jout  1S70  it  was  the  custom  to  print  reports  of  the 
ite  officers  and  State  commis-sions  as  an  ap[)endix  either  to 
the  journal  of  the  senate  or  to  the  a.s.sombly  minutes.  Begin- 
ning about  1870,  however,  the  plan  was  adopted  of  gathering 
these  reports  into  a  separate  volume  labeled  "  Legislative 
documents."  This  wan  originally  a  volume  of  two  or  three 
hundred  pages.  With  the  increase  of  the  business  of  the 
Stale,  the  series  of  documents  has  now  grown  to  five  or  six  very 
stout  voliiraes,  t^ulill'acing  reports  of  more  than  forty  different 
officers,  boards,  and  comniiKsionw.  The  following  is  a  list  of 
these  reports  for  the  year  IStiliJ.  to  which  is  added  a  memoran- 
dum of  the  law  calling  for  them. 
H.  D(>c.  745,  5W-2-V01  I S'i 


Hstei 


J 
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Documenl  No.  1. — Sei'ond  annual  message  of  Foster  M.  Voorhees,  governor 
of  New  Jersey,  to  the  legislature.     8°.     Pp.  19. 

Reviews  the  finances  of  the  State;  the  condition  of  building  and  loan 
associations;  refers  to  the  public  library  comniiasion;  the  school  law 
and  the  apportionment  of  s(!lnx>l  moneys;  State  institutions;  progresH 
of  the  revision  of  the  statutes;  the  proix)sed  constitutional  amendments, 
and  the  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams. 

The  State  constitution  provides  that  the  governor  **  shall  c*ommani- 

cAte  by  me?<sage  to  the  legislature  at  the  opening  of  each  session,  and 

at  such  other  times  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  the  condition  of  the 

State,  and  recommend  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  expedient'* 

(Article  V,  par.  6.) 

DocumnU  No.  -2. — Report  of  the  joint  committee  on  treasurer's  accounts, 

and  of  the  State  treasurer,  to  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey,  with  the 

treasurer's  report  to  the  governor  on  the  finances  of  the  State  and  the 

sinking  fund,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  October  31,  1900.     8°.     Pp.  681. 

Comprises  a  report  by  the  joint  committee  of  the  legislature  that 

they  have  examined  the  accounts,  Imnk  balances,  and  securities  of  the 

State  and  find  them  correirt;  also  that  the  securities  belonging  to  the 

several  funds  have  Ixjen  examined,  and  are  all  properly  accounted  for 

an<l  are  in  the  possession  of  the  treasury. 

The  treasurer's  report  contains  a  statement  of  all  payments,  giving 
the  dates  of  payments  and  names  of  payees,  with  the  amount  paid 
in  each  case.  Total  ret^eipts,  State  fund,  $3,623,795.71,  including 
$1,112,449.49  from  railroads  and  $1,494,719.70  from  taxation  of  miscel- 
laneous (corporations;  disbursed,  $2,871,726.97.  Also  a  similar  detailed 
statement  of  receipts  and  exi)enditures  on  account  of  the  school  fund: 
Investments,  $3,690,082;  rweipts  from  State  school  tax,  $2,333,550, 
and  from  other  sources  $856,113.94;  total,  $3,189,663.94;  disbursed, 
$3,110,224.24.  Also  similar  detailed  statements  of  various  other 
accounts;  also  n»i)ort  of  the  sinking  fund  on  account  of  war  debt,  the 
total  assets  Inking  $207,526.45  and  the  amount  of  the  war  debt  $71,000 
(since  paid  off,  January  1,  1902). 

The  State  treasurer  is  appointed  by  the  senate  and  general  assembly 
for  the  term  of  three  years.  (State  constitution,  article  7,  sec.  2, 
par.  3.) 

The  State  treasurer  is  required  "to  make  reports  and  give  infonna- 
tion  to  either  branch  of  the  legislaturt>,  in  person  or  in  writing,  as  he 
may  l)e  re<|uired,  resjiecting  all  matters  referred  to  him  by  the  senate 
or  house  of  assembly,  or  which  shall  appertain  to  his  office,  and  gen- 
erally to  perform  all  such  services  relative  to  the  finances  as  he  shall 
be  directe<l  to  i)erform."     (An  act  respecting  the  office  of  treasurer, 
approve<l  Apr.  17,  1846,  sec.  6,  Gen.  St.,  p.  3173.) 
Documenl  No.  S. — Annual  report  of  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  for  the  year  ending  October  31,  1900,  with  abstracts 
of  the  amount  of  rotables  and  financial  statements  from  counties,  town- 
ships, etc.     8°.     Pp.  104,  28,  555. 

This  report  embraces  a  summary  of  receipts  and  disbursements  on 
account  of  State  fund  and  State  school  fund,  a  detailed  statement  of 
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receipts  nnd  iliKburHetiientti  under  tbe  heiiik  of  the  several  aucmints, 
^Diilar  lit  tliuee  kept  l)y  the  HUit«  treaHtirer,  hut  not  giving  lists  of  all 
the  wurranti!  paid  witli  the  names  of  the  |iayec8.  Tbia  tills  100  pages 
of  the  report.  Pages  lOl-ltM  are  filled  with  abatracts  of  ralal>les, 
allowing  Uie  taxable  property  in  the  several  countiesfor  the  preceding 
year,  an  aieesseil  for  nrhiiril  and  local  piirposea.  The  total  for  IHtK)  was 
tB64,51S,o27;  for  1900,  $891,2:17, 286. S5,  b  net  increaae  of  $28,720,750.95. 
Details  are  given  showing  the  tiititl  valuations  of  real  and  {terxiinal 
property  taxable  in  New  Jersey,  from  1883  to  lUOO,  both  indusive,  the 
total  for  the  former  year  being  $.548,495,0(19. 

Abrtracta  of  ratablea  for  the  several  iiiuntiea  tor  the  year  1900  are 
added,  giving  the  Bsseasor)<'  valtiation  of  real  estate,  peisonal  property, 
eseinptions,  amount  tuxalilc.  aures  of  land,  number  of  polls,  State 
school  tax,  bounty  ami  Interest,  county  expunses,  poor  taxes,  defi- 
ciency and  interest  in  tax  «L8e«,  by  boroughs,  townships,  and  cities  in 
the  several  counties.     ( Pages  28. ) 

A  third  and  eictreuiely  interesting  part  of  the  comptroller's  report 
conBistc  of  detailed  liuaneial  stat^inenls  of  the  several  counties,  and 
of  the  boroughs,  cities,  towns,  and  townships  in  each  county,  showing; 
amount  of  funded  debt,  purpose  for  which  cuntractixl,  when  the  same 
falls  due,  amount  of  floating  debt,  sinking  fnnd,  real  estate  taxable, 
personal  property  taxable,  amount  of  taxes  raised  and  receipts  from 
all  other  sourcee  in  detail,  expenditures  in  detail  by  the  several 
acconnta,  etc.     ( Pages  555. ) 

The  comptroller  is  Bppoiulei)  by  the  xenate  and  general  assembly 
(or  the  t«nii  of  three  yeare.     (Slate  uonstitulion,  art.  7,  sec.  2,  par.  3.) 

By  section  15  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  creating  the  office  of  comp- 
troller of  the  treasury,  and  defining  the  duties  thereof,"  approved 
March  17,  1886,  it  is  provided  "that  the  comptmller  shall,  within  ten 
days  after  the  annual  meeting  o(  the  legislature,  rejiort  to  each  house 
the  financial  («ndition  of  the  State,  an  estimate  of  expenditures  for 
the  succeeding  year,  arrangeil  under  their  appnijtriate  heails,  tiigether 
with  all  the  transactions  of  his  office;  and  theuxual  number  of  printeil 
copies  of  the  reirart  for  the  use  of  the  senate  ami  general  assembly, 
Ehall  accompany  the  same;  the  printing  to  be  executeil  by  the  current 
printer  to  the  It^lature  of  the  ytlar  for  which  the  rejKirt  is  made." 
(Gen.  SL,  p.  3178.) 

By  a  supplement,  approveil  Man'h  18,  1881.  the  several  county  and 
monicipal  auttiorities  are  retpiirefl  to  report  annually  to  the  ctmip- 
traller  a  statement  of  the  financial  condition  of  their  respective  coun- 
ties, townships,  cities,  towns,  or  boroughs,  and  the  comptroller  is 
required  to  lay  copies  of  the  slatemciits  Ixjfore  the  If^slatore  at  the 
Ijme  of  making  his  annual  report.  (Gen,  St.,  p.  3180. ) 
nimail  A'o.  .#.— Tenth  annual  report  of  the  State  boani  of  taxation  of 
I  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  tor  the  year  ending  October  31,  1900.  S" 
I'  Pp.  253. 

This  report  embraces  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board 
during  the  year,  its  rules  for  the  guidani'e  of  assessors,  remarks  on 


500  AMERICAN    HISTORICAL    ASSOCIATION. 

persons  and  property  subject  to  taxation,  and  property  and  persons 
exempt  from  taxation,  polls,  and  property,  where  and  to  whom  a^ 
sessed,  the  aasessment,  how  it  is  made,  deductions  for  debts;  corpora- 
tions, how  assessed;  the  laws  governing  county  Ix^ards  of  assessors, 
and  commissioners  of  appeal;  the  constitution  and  jurisdiction  of 
the  State  lx)ard  of  taxation,  the  method  of  appeals  to  the  State 
boanl  from  the  local  assessors;  proceedings  for  the  enforcement  and 
collection  of  taxes  on  personal  property  by  the  sale  of  goods  or  chat- 
tels; proceedings  for  the  enforcement  and  collet*tion  of  taxes  on  real 
estate  by  the  sale  of  lands;  miscellaneous  provisions;  tax  collectors, 
their  terms  and  special  powers;  assessors*  returns  of  real  and  jier- 
sonal  property  taxable;  rules  regulating  apfieals  to  the  State  board  of 
taxation;  form  of  complaint;  form  of  judgment;  list  of  assessors  for 
the  vear  1900. 

The  State  board  of  taxation  consisted  of  three  members  appointed 
by  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  tx)n8eiit  of  the  sc^nate, 
holding  office  for  the  term  of  five  years.  It  was  constituted  by  an  act 
entitled  "A  general  act  concerning  taxes,"  approved  March  19,  1891. 
The  act  defines  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  board. 

Section  12  provides  that  "they  shall  annually  report  to  the  legisla- 
ture, particularly  specifying  any  means  or  practict^  or  devices  used  for 
the  evasion  of  proper  taxation;  they  shall  annually  submit  to  the  leg- 
islature such  recommendations  as  they  may  find  necessary  to  prevent 
the  evasion  of  just  and  equal  taxation."     (Gen.  St.,  3344-3347. ) 

By  a  supplement  approved  May  17,  1894,  the  board  is  to  consist  of 
four  members.     (Gen.  St.,  3347. ) 
Doaimeiit  No.  5. — Digest  and  compilation  of  the  statutes  and  decisions 
regulating  the  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  in   New  Jersey.    8° 
Pp.  xiii,  210. 

The  contents  are  indicated  by  the  title.  Pages  157-185  contain 
blanks  and  forms;  pages  187-210,  index.  This  document  is  compileti 
under  the  direction  of  the  State  board  of  taxation,  and  is  virtuallv  a 
part  of  the  report  of  that  body.  It  is  prepared  specially  for  the  use  of 
assessors  and  collectors. 
Document  No.  6. — Report  of  New  Jersey  State  l>oard  of  children's  guardians 
for  the  year  1900.     8°     Pp.  21. 

This  report  rehearses  briefly  the  duties  of  the  board  and  the  meth- 
wls  which  it  has  adopted  for  their  performance.  Upon  the  commit- 
ment of  a  child  Uy  any  almshouse  as  a  public  charge,  it  becomes  the 
ward  of  this  board,  whose  agent  then  visits  its  parents  and  relatives 
to  make  sure  that  the  child  is  i)r()perly  a  public  charge.  As  the  result 
of  such  investigation,  the  various  communities  throughout  the  State 
have  l)een  relieved  of  the  support  of  309  children,  who  were  returned 
to  relatives  found  able  to  care  fur  them.  The  l^oard  is  required  by 
law  to  remove  a  child  from  the  almshouse  within  thirty  days  after  its 
commitment,  and  to  place  it  in  a  family  of  the  same  religious  faith  as 
its  parents,  paying  board  for  it  when  necessary  or  expedient.  The 
board  reserves  the  right  to  remove  children,  at  its  discretion,  from  the 
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ruftody  of  persoiiB  with  whom  they  have  been  plai^l.  Tlit-  boanl 
has  virtually  emptied  every  almehouee  in  the  State  uf  ite  juvenile 
inmates,  excepting  Hudeon  County.  Tlio  acting  superintendent's 
report  is  includwl  in  the  report  of  the  Ijonrd;  also  report  ol  the  tn?fls- 
urer,  ehowii^  expenditures  of  t3.'376.21,  of  wtilch  $2,800  waa  ajipro- 
priated  by  the  Stale. 

The  State  board  of  ehildren's  ^uanliaiie  is  L-oiistituted  by  virtue  of 
eliap.  165,  laws  of  1S99.     (Parnph.  Uws,  1SH9,  p.  3«2.) 

The  act  provides  that  there  sliali  \te  appoinl«d  by  the  K^vernor 
seven  perenim,  two  of  whom  aliaJI  be  woiuen,  who  shall  be  known  aa 
the  stste  board  of  cliildren'n  guardians,  two  of  whom  Bliall  hold  oHiL-e 
for  two  yearx,  two  for  four  years,  and  three  for  tax  years,  aa  shall  lie 
indirateil  by  the  governor  on  making  their  appointment,  and  lliere- 
after  all  ap)K)iutinenti',  except  to  (ill  vacancief  in  tlie  said  boanl,  shall 
lie  for  nix  yearn,  and  shall  be  made  by  the  governor;  miid  1x)anl  shall 
receive  no  eomitensstiun  for  their  time  or  services,  but  the  actual  and 
necessary  expeuses  of  euch  of  them  while  engage<l  In  the  performance 
of  the  duties  of  hie  or  her  office.  The  act  embraces  fourteen  sections, 
deflnint;  the  powers  and  diitien  oE  the  board, 

Section  -i  provides  that  "the  State  boaril  bIibII  report  from  time  to 
time  to  the  governor,  and  make  a  yejirly  report  to  the  governor  and 
legislature  of  the  Slat^,  showing  In  detail  the  work  of  said  boanl  for 
that  time." 
pjfincunio.t  Xo.  7. — Annual  regiortof  the  riparian  commiesionersof  the  Slate 
of  New  Jersev,  (or  the  year  1900,  with  accompanying  documents. 
8'     Pp.28. 

"An  act  to  aacertain  the  rigbta  of  the  State  and  of  the  riparian  own- 
ers in  the  lands  lyii^  under  the  waters  of  the  Bay  of  New  York  and 
elsewhere  in  the  State,"  approved  April  II,  1864,  provided  for  the 
appointment  of  conimissionere  to  make  surveys  of  the  lands  lying  nn- 
der  wat*re  of  the  Bay  of  New  York  and  of  the  Hudson  River  and  vicin- 
ity, and  under  the  watur  of  the  Itelaware  River  opposite  the  county 
of  Philadelphia,  and  report  with  maps  thereof  and  as  to  the  value  of 
ench  lauds.  A  supplement  of  1809  prescribes  the  proceedings  for  secur- 
ing leases  of  lands  under  water,  the  proceeds  to  lie  applied,  first  to  the 
payment  of  approprialion»  authorij^ed  by  the  State,  and  tlien  \a  the 
payment  and  liquidation  of  the  Stale  debt,  and  the  rest  to  be  inveetwi 
and  the  interest  paid  annually  to  the  trustees  of  the  si-hoolJund,  to 
be  appropriated  by  them  toward  the  maintenance  of  free  echoole. 
Other  SQpplements  authorize  the  conversion  of  leases  into  freeholds 
upon  iiayuient  of  the  capital  sums  representeil  by  ttie  interest  The 
provisions  of  the  act  were  also  extended  to  all  riparian  lands  of  the 
State  on  thi-  ocean  front,  etc,  The  lioard  now  consiHts  of  the  governor 
and  four  iHtmmtitaioners  apiKiiiileil  by  the  governor,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  foiisent  of  the  Senale,  for  the  term  of  live  yeare,  nut  more 
than  twi)  memlwrs  of  the  l>oanl  to  be  of  the  same  politiiail  jiarty.  AM 
the  proceeds  are  now  paid  over  to  the  trustees  of  the  school  fund.     By 
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an  amendment  to  the  constitution  in  1874  all  the  moneys  paid  to  that 
fund  are  required  to  be  kept  inviolate  for  that  purpose. 

The  annual  report  for  190<)  nhows  receipts  during  tlie  year  of 
$l<)0,961.98,  from  grants  in  fee,  leases,  licenses,  conversions  of  leases 
into  grants,  and  rentals.  The  report  of  the  engineer  gives  a  list  of  all 
grantees  or  lessees,  dates,  localitien,  and  amounts  paid,  or  secured 
to  be  paid  to  the  State.  The  expenses  of  the  l)oard  amounted  to 
$6,578.79. 
Document  No,  8. — Annual  report  of  the  commissioners  of  pilotage  of 
New  Jersey,  November  1,  1899,  to  November  1,  1900.     8°    P^).  16. 

**An  act  to  establish  and  regulate  pilots  for  the  ports  of  Jersey  City, 
Newark,  and  Perth  Amboy,  by  the  way  of  Sandy  Hook,'*  approved 
April  17,  1846,  as  amended  by  subset! uent  legislation,  provides  that 
the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall 
appoint  six  commissioners  of  pilotage,  not  more  than  three  to  be  of 
the  same  i)oliti(»l  party,  to  be  selected  from  among  such  persons  as 
have  lx?en  officers  in  our  naval,  revenue,  or  marine  service,  or  such  as 
have  l)een  owners  of  vessels  engaged  in  our  coasting  trade,  the  com- 
missioners to  liold  office  for  three  years.  They  may  appoint  branch 
pilots  after  due  examination  touching  their  qualifications  for  such 
employment,  make  rules,  fix  compensation,  rates  of  pilotage,  and 
regulate  apprentices.  By  section  26  of  the  act  the  commissioners  are 
requirwl  to  report  annually  to  the  legislature  all  lx)nds  taken  by  them 
from  licensed  pilots,  and  an  abstract  of  the  proceedings  within  the 
year,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  number  of  pilots  in  commis- 
sion, an<l  the  numl)er  of  vessels  taken  in  and  out,  and  such  observa- 
tions in  relation  to  the  system  of  pilotage  as  in  their  opinion  may 
tend  to  the  benefit  of  the  cause  of  commerce  and  may  be  of  advan- 
tage to  the  general  interests  of  this  State. 

The  annual  report  of  the  commissioners  for  1900  gives  details  of 
wrecks,  collisions,  etc.,  during  the  year;  also  a  summary  of  expendi- 
tures of  the  United  States  (Tovemment  for  the  improvement  of  navi- 
gable channels  of  the  State.     The  expenses  of  the  board  for  the  year 
were  $1,046.52.     Details  are  also  given  of  the  kind  and  number  of 
vessels  piloted,  inward  and  outwartl,  for  each  month. 
Document  No.  9. — Twenty-third  report  of  the  bureau  of  statistics  of  labor 
and  industries  of  New  Jersey,  for  the  year  ending  October  31,  1900. 
8°.     Pp.  .309. 

*'  An  act  to  establish  a  bureau  of  statistics  upon  the  subject  of  labor 
considered  in  all  its  relations  to  the  growth  and  development  of  State 
industries,*'  approved  March  27,  1878,  provides  that  there  shall  be 
appointed,  on  nomination  of  the  governor,  to  be  confirmed  by  the 
senate,  some  suitable  person  to  act  as  chief  of  and  who  shall  consti- 
tute a  bureau  of  statistics,  to  hold  office  for  five  years.  He  shall 
collect,  assort,  systematize,  and  present  in  annual  reports  to  the  legis- 
lature statistical  details  relating  to  all  departments  of  labor  in  the 
State,  esjwcially  in  its  relations  to  the  commercial,  industrial,  social, 
educational,  and  simitary  condition  of  the  lalx)ring  classes,  and  in  all 
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suitable  nnd  lawful  wayafosti^r  and  cnliir^  our  mannIacturinKinii  every 
other  claea  nt  productive  induHtr;,  with  tlie  view  to  their  pcniitinent 
e^labliBhmpnt  njion  a  jiroBperuiis  l>a«iip,  both  to  the  maiiuhicturer  ami 
the  employee.  The  iwmpensation  of  the  chief  Ui  be  $2,500  [>er  year 
anil  13,000  for  expenpes,  excliidve  of  printinK.  The  eecretary  anil 
aRsietJiDtfi  to  be  appoiiiteil  by  the  governor;  the  Necretary  to  have  a 
salary  of  ?1,200. 

The  aimunl  report  of  the  bureau  preeeots  Etatistiea  of  ni  ami  facta  rex 
by  1,73S  concerns,  with  W8,757,189  lApital  invesltii  by  private  linns 
and  $206,922,361  capital  invested  by  (Corporations,  the  latter  having 
2S,7T4  stoukboldem.  Value  of  material  need,  CS0U,901,&40;  selling 
value  of  giMde  made,  (355,465,971);  average  niiiiilHT  of  persons  eni- 
I  ployed,  17e,<^;  yearly  wages,  (257.57  in  silk  tlirowiiig  to$H0S.34  in 

the  brewing  indiietry;  average  number  of  days   in  operation  in  all 
induHtrieB,  289.32;  average  n'lmber  of  hours  employed  per  day,  9.73. 
Part  1 1  shows  the  movement  of  wagen  and  employment  i»  New  Jersey 
'  during  tlie  year  1899,  pages  149-177.    Part  III  treats  of  trade  unioiiH, 

'  and  givea  name,  location,  membership,  rate  of  wages,  hours  of  lalior, 

'  flndbenefltfeatiiree,pag(tiai7-a27;  listsof  unions,  pagea20fl-209;  other 

I  Btatistits,  pagea  210-227;  elfam  railnmtl  transportation  in  New  Jersey, 

pages 229-2.^;  street  railways  <i(  New  .Tersey.  pages  2.'H»-242.     Part  IV  la 
a  stuily  of  the  glam  indivtry  and  the  company  stores  in  Routh  Jersey, 
I  pages  24.'>-2n4;  labor  tegiolation  at  the  session  of  KMK),  and  court  dei'i- 

I  sione,  pj^^B  285-280;  the  Jewish  colonies  of  South  Jereey,  pages  2H3- 

30S;  chronology   of  events  and  occurrences    relating  to   lalior   and 
industry  in  New  Jersey,  pages  309-329. 
I   Di^iiment  No.  10. — Eighteenth  annual  rejxirt  of  the  department  of  factory 
I       and  workshop  inspection  of  the  State  of  New  .fewey,  1900.    8°.    Pp.  ,125. 
I  "An  act  to  limit  the  age  and  employment  hou)^  of  labor  of  children, 

minors  and  women,  and  to  appoint  an  inspector  for  the  enforcement 
I  of  the  same,"  approveil  March  5,  188.3,  provides  for  the  appointment 

of  a  factory  anil  workohop  inspector  and  deputy  iDNi>eclor  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor  with  the  ailvii«  aiicl  consent  of  the  senate,  at 
a  salary  of  *l  ,200,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  who  is  empowered  to 
visit  and  ins])ei;t  factories,  worksho|)B,  mince,  and  other  establishments 
in  the  State  where  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  any  kind  of  goods  is 
carried  on,  and  to  report  annually  la  the  governor.  It  shall  also  be 
,  the  duty  of  said  inspector  to  eitforce  the  provisions  of  this  a<'t  and 

prosecute  all  violations  of  the  same.     By  a  supplement  of  1884  the 
I  inspector  is  also  authorized  and  reijuired  to  enforce  the  provisions  of 

,  all  laws  relating  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  factories  and  workshops, 

and  to  the  employment,  safety,  proU-i'tion,  and  eompnlsory  attend- 
ance at  school  of  minors,  and  to  institute  all  suits  or  actions,  in  the 
name  of  the  Inspector,  for  the  violations  of  any  of  the  provisions  of 
I  this  act;  the  deputy  inspectors  shall  be  appointed  by  the  inspci'tor, 

I  with  the  approval  of  the  governor  and  comptroller,  their  salaries  to 

be  11,000,  and  the  inflj>ector's  salary  $l,H00,  A  supplement  ol  I8S« 
authorixea  the  appointment  of   three  deputies  at  the  same  salary, 
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to  bold  office  for  one  year.  A  supplement  of  1889  provides  for  the 
appointment  of  pix  deputies  at  the  same  salary,  to  hold  office  for  three 
years.     All  the  legislation  on  the  subject  was  revised  in  1904. 

The  annual  report  for  1900  gives  copious  statistics  of  4,564  factoriee, 
bakeries,  and  mines  inspecte<l.  Also  the  factory  laws  of  the  State, 
pages  309-323. 

A  supplement  of  1900  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a  deputy 
chief  of  the  bureau  to  take  the  place  of  the  secretary'  of  the  boreao, 
the  salary  to  l^e  fixed  ))y  the  chief  and  approved  by  the  governor;  the 
chief  may  also  employ  clerks  and  assistants,  and,  with  the  approval 
of  the  governor,  fix  their  compensation. 

Document  Xo.  J  I. — Seventeenth  annual  report  of  the  State  board  of  aaseesorB 
of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  for  the  year  1900.     8°.     Pp.  923. 

By  an  act  approved  April  10,  1884,  amended  by  various  subsequent 
acts  (especially  those  of  June  10,  1886,  and  March  27,  1888),  it  is  pro- 
vided that  all  railroad  and  canal  property  in  the  State  shall  be  assessed 
by  a  State  lx)ard  of  assessors,  consisting  of  four  persons  appointed  by 
the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  not 
more  than  two  meml)ers  of  the  board  to  be  of  the  same  political 
party.  The  l)oard  shall  ascertain  the  valuation  of  such  property,  and 
there  shall  l)e  levie<l  thereon  for  general  State  purposes  a  tax  of  one- 
half  of  1  per  cent  annually,  and  a  local  tax  in  each  taxing  district  of 
not  more  than  2  percent  upon  the  proiK»rty  other  than  the  main  stem, 
personal  property,  and  fran<'hise  of  such  companies.  The  act  also 
authorizc^l  th(»  State  l)oard  to  assess  other  corporations,  which  shall 
pay  to  the  State  an  annual  license  fee  or  franchise  tax.  The  board  is 
re<|uin^<l  to  rt^jwrt  annually  to  the  legislature.  (Gen.  St.,  3334,  pp.  243. ) 
The  reiK)rt  for  19(K)  gives  the  total  length  of  railroad  track  in  New 
Jersey,  4,785.116  miles.  Canals  and  feeders,  173.340  miles.  Capital 
stock  of  such  companies,  $103,024,36:^;  bonded  debt,  $175,062,105; 
total,  $328,086, 4()8;  gross  earnings  for  1899,  $49,904,213.  Miscellaneous 
corporations,  6, ()02;  State  tax  levied  on  such  corporations,  $2,048,008. 
List  of  gas  and  ekftric  light  companies,  pages  26-29;  life  insurance 
companies,  page  IW;  other  insurance  companies,  pages  31-^2;  tele- 
graph, telephone,  cable,  and  express  (H>mpanies,  pages  34-36;  com^ia- 
nies  taxe<l  upon  their  capital  stock,  pages  36-268;  assessments  levieii 
by  the  State  board  of  assessors  on  i>roperty  of  railroad  and  canal  com- 
panies for  1900,  pages  273-921. '  This  latter  statement  embraces  full 
details  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  various  railroad  and  canal 
companies. 

Dorumi'nt  Xo.  12. — Sni)plemental  report  of  the  State  board  of  assessors  <  f 
the  State  of  New  Jersey — Reports  of  ca!)le,  electric,  and  horse  railroad 
companies,  for  the  year  endi'ig  Decemlnir  31,  1900.     8°.     Pp.  68. 

This  report  gives  full  details  as  to  the  capital  stock,  debt,  cost  of 
construction,  expenditures  an<l  operating  expenses,  income,  dividends, 
track  mileage,  etc.,  of  the  various  comiianies. 
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'Doaimenl  No.  13. — Anniittl  report  ot  the  State  librariau  q(  Sew  Jersey  for 
Ihe  year  1900.    8°.     Pp.71. 

One  of  Ihe  earliest  auta  ot  the  New  Jeraey  legislature  relatinn  to  a 
Slate  library  was  panseil  in  1S13.  The  library  wat- a  very  Bniall  [netitn- 
tiou,  however,  until  wilhin  the  iatt  forty  years.  Formerly,  the 
librarian  was  appointed  unuiially  liy  the  le^slaturc,  the  utRve  being 
re^nleii  as  a  political  perquisite  of  the  party  in  power  An  u't  whs 
appniveii  March  29,  1S78  "to  regulate  the  State  library."  It  placed 
the  library  under  the  control  of  a  board  of  eommisnonerH  to  ronsist  ot 
the  governor,  chancellor,  fhief  justice,  secretary  o(  state,  treasitrer, 
and  comptroller;  subsequently,  the  attorney-general  was  added.  This 
boaril  haH  power  to  make  ruleii,  control  eipenditiirei',  and  to  upi>oint 
a  librarian,  who  shall  hold  office  for  five  years,  unless  snouer  removed 
by  a  unanimous  vole  of  the  commissi  oners.  He  shall  annually  report 
to  the  It^slatnre  a  full  and  complete  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
library.  He  shall  have  bound  and  preeerveil  in  Ihe  library  twenty 
eopiee  of  the  laws  and  joint  reeolutions,  journals  of  the  senate  and 
l^neral  BHsemhIy.  and  legislative  documents,  lie  shall  distribute  lu 
the  executive  of  each  State  and  Territory  one  set  of  the  laws  anil 
other  publications  of  the  State.  All  bills  and  joint  reeolutions  failing 
of  passage  by  the  l^slaturc  shall  lie  delivered  to  the  librarian.  An 
annual  appropriation  of  tv],000  iit  inaile  for  the  re|iair,  prewr\'atiou, 
and  purchase  of  useful  books.  The  annual  report  for  1!KI0  states  that 
at  the  close  of  I89S  the  number  of  books,  painphlets,  magazines,  and 
news]>apers  wai^  regiorted  to  be  52,171.  The  additions  during  the 
year  litOO  were  2,915.  of  which  Qti7  were  from  the  llnit.Ki  iStates  Oov- 
emment;  60fi  from  other  Slates  and  Territories  and  C'anaila,  and  ^Kt 
purchased  for  the  law  library. 

The  present  librarian,  Henry  C.  Buchaimu.  has  shown  great  ]^eal 
and  inlelliireiice  in  Bi.rengthening  the  hlKtorioal  department  ot  ;he 
library,  securing  rare  Ixjoks  and  early  newspajter  tiles.  A  tveent 
feature  of  the  library  has  been  the  dei>artment  of  traveling  libraries, 
made  up  of  books  selected  by  the  Stale  lihrarian,  and  nent  to  small 
places  thruu;!hout  the  State,  where  it  would  be  impracticable  to  estab- 
lish a  local  library.  f>urin|!  the  year  1901)  there  were  forty-two  such 
traveling  libraries,  vonli^ning  2,441)  voltinies. 

A  feature  of  special  interest  in  the  report  for  1900  is  a  list  of  New 
Jersey  books  and  pamphlets  in  the  State  library,  pages  13-71. 
DocTtnitnt  A'o.  (J.— ^Twenty-lifth  annual  report  of  the  managers  and  officers 
of  the  New  Jersey  State  hospital  at  Morris  Plains,  for  tfie  year  ending 
fwtoher  31,  1900. '  «°    Pp.  *■>. 

By  an  act  [laaaetl  in  1871,  commianoners  were  appoiuteil  by  the  leg- 
islature to  provide  additional  acconunodatious  for  the  insane  of  this 
Ktate,  with  authority  to  buy  a  site  and  erect  buildings.  Under  this 
and  Hubsequenl  legislation  they  erected  a  palatial  Htone  building  of 
the  most  durable  charai-ler,  at  a  cost  of  nearly  $.1,000,000,  which  was 
consideretl  ut  the  time  the  llnt«t  building  of  the  kind  in  the  worlil. 
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In  AugiiPt,  1876,  the  building  was  ready  for  occupancy,  and  292  patients 
were  transfenv<l  thither  from  the  State  lunatic  asylum  at  Trenton, 
up  to  that  time  the  only  asylum  in  this  State.  By  subeeqaent  legis- 
lation the  appointment  of  the  boanl  of  managers  was  vested  in  the 
governor,  by  and  with  the  adviit^  and  consent  of  the  senate.  This 
institution  wjw  calle<i  **The  State  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Morris- 
town,  New  Jersey.**  By  an  act  approve<i  March  11,  1893,  the  name 
was  changed  to  "The  New  Jersey  State  Hospital  at  Morristown.*' 
By  the  same  act  the  management  of  both  the  State  asylums  was  vested 
in  a  single  l)oard  of  managers,  who,  by  a  supplement  approved  May 
17,  1894,  were  to  consist  of  eight  persons,  not  more  than  foar  to  be 
of  the  same  i)olitical  party,  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  the  senate.  By  later  legislation  the  former  practice 
of  having  a  separate  l)oard  for  each  hospital  was  resumed. 

The  report  for  1900  states  that  of  the  original  292  patients  37  are  still 
in  the  hospital;  18  recovered;  28  were  discharge<l  improved;  66  unim- 
proved, and  149  die<l  without  regaining  their  reason.  The  total  num- 
l)er  of  patients  admitted  was  5,7H6,  of  whom  2,229  were  dischaiiged 
restored  or  improve<l.  During  the  year  323  patients  were  received, 
of  whom  272  were  first  admissions;  236  were  dis<'harged;  total  remain^ 
ing,  1,389,  of  whom  (>9()  were  men  and  693  women.  The  document 
includes  report  of  the  lK)ard  of  managers,  pages  7-16;  report  of  the 
me<lical  director,  17-27;  statistical  apjiendix  to  the  medical  director's 
report,  pages  21M1;  report  of  resident  pathologist,  45-58;  treaaurer^s 
rt»{K>rt,  61-63;  receipts,  $:I44, 033. 88;  disbursements,  $338,538.50;  ward- 
en's rei)ort,  pages  67-74;  abstract  of  accounts,  pages  75-79;  require- 
ments for  a<lmission  of  patients  to  the  State  hospitals  of  New  Jersey, 
pages  81-95.  The  report  is  accompanied  by  many  full-page  illustra- 
tions of  the  buildings  and  grounds. 
Document  Xo.  15. — Fifty-third  annual  report  of  the  managers  and  officers 
of  the  New  Jersey  State  hospital  at  Trenton.     8°    Pp.  62. 

In  1842  the  legislature  adopted  a  resolution  respecting  the  care  of 
the  insane,  and  in  1845  an  act  was  passed  for  the  establishment  of 
the  New  Jersey  State  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Trenton.  Commissioners 
were  appointe<l  by  the  supreme  court,  and  this  system  was  contiimed 
for  niore  than  thirty  years,  after  which  the  managers  were  appointed 
by  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 
The  commissioners  first  appointed  purchase<i  a  trat^t  of  several  hun- 
driMl  acres  of  land,  a  short  distance  south  of  Trenton,  and  erected  a 
handsome  series  of  buildings  of  stone  and  brick.  This  was  the  only 
asylum  in  the  State  until  the  en'ction  of  that  at  Morris  Plains.  The 
commissioners  wore  recjuired  to  report  annually.  The  report  of  the 
board  of  managers  for  the  year  1900  shows  that  there  were  admitte<l 
<luring  the  year  265  patients,  and  318  were  discharged,  of  whom  84 
were  discharged  as  recovered,  30  as  improved,  8  as  unimproved,  104 
died,  and  91  wereremove<l  toother  institutions;  there  remaineil  at  the 
close  of  the  year  1,117  patients.  The  annual  report  embraces  report 
of  the  board  of  managers,  pages  7-13;  report  of  the  warden,  ]>ages 
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15-22;  abstravte  of  rec«iptH  anil  iliHburiKments.  ymgt^  23-34;  appendix 
to  warden's  report,  ehowiu|{  work  done  on  tbe  farm  and  in  the  build- 
ings, pages  25-28;  medical  diret'lurs'  rejjort,  pages  29-40;  patbological 
rejiorl,  ingea  4;l-48;  by-laws  and  fonns,  etc,,  iMiRen  4iM(2. 
DoriiiitfTit  Nil.   K.— Tenth  annual  report  of  llie  8tat«  board  (if  medical 

Iexaminere  of  New  Jt-raey,  1900.  »"  Pp.  48. 
"An  aut  M  regulate  the  procliiv  of  medkine  and  surgery,  to  license 
phyEiidans  and  aurgeoum,  and  Ui  pUDiHli  persons  violating  the  provi- 
Bions  thereof,"  approved  May  12,  1890  (Pamph.  laws,  1890.  p.  aOO), 
and  superseded  by  an  aet  of  tbe  same  title,  approved  M&y  22,  1H94 
(Pampli.  laws,  18S4,  p.  454),  provides  that  tbe  !;(ivemor  shall  appoint, 
'}y  and  with  the  adviee  of  the  se:ia(e,  a  Btste  boanl  of  medical  exam- 
iners, U)  couMiijt  of  5  old-si'hool  jihysieians,  3  homeopaths,  and  I 
eclectie,  to  holil  oflice  for  three  years.  All  persona  hereafter  eom- 
mencinii:  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  'i  ttdw  State  shall  apply 
to  the  Slate  board  for  a  license  so  [o  do.  The  provi>>iuns  of  the  act 
siiall  apply  to  persons  professing  and  attempting  to  cure  diseases  by 
ueana  of  the  so-called  system  of  "laith-curism,"  "mind-healing," 
"laying-on-of-hands,"  and  other  similar  systems.  "Au  act  to  regu- 
late the  practice  of  midwifery,"  api)nived  March  28,  1802,  requires 
midwives  to  be  licensed  by  the  (jtate  board  of  exaniineT»  also. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Ixiard  for  1900  states  that  113  candidates 
applied  for  examination;  91  were  licensed,  of  whom  25  per  i«nt  held 

I  a  de^cree  in  the  arte  or  sciences;  21  failed  to  )>asa  tlie  examination  and 
1  was  expelled  for  cribbing;  IB  raidwives  were  licenced  during  the 
year.  Tlie  board  has  tried  to  raise  the  acadeinic  reciuirenivnts  of 
licentiatee.  T.icenliatee  of  other  StAtes  are  grunted  licenses  tu  practice 
in  New  Jersey  on  payment  of  ffiO,  provided  tbe  retjuirements  of  other 
8tule  examining  Itoards  ore  substantially  the  same  as  those  of  this 
StAte.  Thirty-iune  universities  and  colleges  were  represented  by  the 
applicants  for  licenses  during  tbe  year.  The  report  gives  a  list  of  tbe 
licentiates  for  the  year,  a  Hat  of  the  inidwivea  licensed;  a  synopsis  of 
rei|uirementa  for  a  license  to  practice  medicine  and  surgery,  and  of  the 
penahy  imposed  for  unlawful  prai^tice;  rules  for  conducting  medical 
examtnationB,  and  questions  submittetl  at  the  examinations  in  June 
and  September,  1900. 
Duriinitnt  No.  17. — Eleventli  annual  report  of  the  Stale  Iraard  of  r^strs- 
tion  and  examination  in  dentistry,  of  New  Jersey.     8°     Pp,  17. 

"An  act  to  rankle  the  practice  of  dentistry  and  to  protect  the  peo- 
ple against  empiricism  in  relationthereto  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey," 
approved  March  14.  1873  (Pamph.  laws.  18T3,  p.  52).  provided  for  the 
appointment  of  a  State  lioard  of  dentiata  to  consist  of  Gve  practitioners 
of  dentistry,  to  !«  elei'te.1  by  the  New  Jersey  State  Denial  Soi'iety, 
one  year;  said  l)OBrd  to  prescribe  a  course  of  reading 
for  those  who  study  dentistry  under  private  instruction,  to  grant  a  cer- 
titicat«  to  all  applicants  who  undergo  a  satisfactory  examination,  aud 
to  keep  a  register  of  all  peraoiis  liavlng  certificates  to  practice  dentistry 
in  New  Jersey.     "An  act  to  r^;ulalc  the  practice  of  dentistry  in  the 
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State  of  Xew  Jersey,"  approved  April  7,  1890  (Pamph.  laws,  1890,  p. 
227),  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a  State  boanl  of  registration  and 
examination  in  dentistry,  to  consiflt  of  5  resident  and  practicing  den- 
tists, to  l)e  appointed  by  the  governor,  upon  the  recomniendation  of 
the  State  Dental  Sot'iety.  All  licenses  to  practice  dentistry  shall  be 
issued  by  said  lK>ard.  Hy  a  subsequent  act  old  practitioners  were 
required  to  register  also. 

The  annual  report  for  1900  states  that  25  licenses  had  been  granted, 

at  $25  each,  and  gives  a  list  of  those  licensed,  and  also  of  all  dentists 

rt»giHtere<l  in  New  Jersey,  440  in  number. 

Document  Xo.  18. — Twenty-fourth  annual  report  of  the  board  of  health  of 

the  State  of  New  Jersey  and  report  of  the  bureau  of  vital  statistics,  1900. 

8°     Pp.  397. 

"An  act  to  establish  a  State  board  of  health,*'  approved  March  9, 
1877  (Pamph.  laws,  1877,  p.  220),  provided  for  the  appointment  hy 
the  governor  of  7  i>ersonH,  who,  t<^ther  with  the  secretary  of  state 
and  the  attorney-general,  should  constitute  the  board  of  health  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersi^y,  the  i)ersonH  appointed  by  the  governor  to  hold 
ofliii*  for  seven  years,  one  retiring  annually.  The  board  was  author- 
izeil  to  take  cognizance  of  the  interests  of  health  and  living  among  the 
citizens,  to  make  sanitary  investigations,  etc.,  at  a  total  expense  of  not 
excetnling  $1,000.  By  various  supplements  the  powers  of  the  board 
were  enlarged  from  time  to  time,  these  supplements  being  embodie<l 
in  a  revision  entitled,  **An  act  to  establish  in  this  State  boards  of 
health  and  a  bureau  of  vital  statistics,  and  to  define  their  resi)ective 
jKJwers  and  duties,"  approve<i  Marc^h  31,  1887  (Pamph.  laws,  1887, 
p.  80).  By  this  act  the  State  geologist  was  addeil  to  the  State  boanl. 
The  board  is  now  authorized  to  make  sanitary  investigations  through- 
out the  State  on  the  most  extensive  scale,  to  appoint  sanitary  inspectors, 
U)  go  into  any  part  of  the  State  to  investigate  epidemics,  drainage  and 
sewerage,  investigate  the  public  institutions  of  the  State,  and  water 
supply,  sanitary  conditions  of  factories,  schools,  etc.;  also  to  compile 
vital  statistics.  By  various  acts  all  I'ertificates  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths  throughout  the  State  are  required  to  be  filed  with  the  State 
lx)ard  of  health. 

The  aniuiul  report  for  1900  comprises  a  report  by  the  secretary, 
pages  1-80,  setting  forth  tables  of  births  recorded  for  each  year,  1885- 
1900,  the  nuinlwr  increasing  from  25,189  to  32,270;  marriages,  1890- 
1900,  the  number  varying  frgm  15,954  in  1890  to  18,774  in  1896  and 
14,()11  in  1900;  deaths  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1900.31,474;  p<^pu- 
lation,  1900,  1,883,069;  death  rate  for  the  year,  16.70  per  thousand. 
Summary  of  rc|)orts  from  local  lx)ards  of  health,  pages  81-199;  list  of 
sanitary  dintric'ts,  population,  diseases,  etc.,  pages  200-214;  epidemic 
outbreaks,  pages  215-242;  contagious  diseases  of  animals,  pages  24^^ 
251;  publi(;  water  supj^lies,  i)ages  253-287;  report  of  bacteriologist, 
pages  289-:^;  circulars  and  laws,  pages  313-342;  report  of  bureau  of 
vital  statistics,  pages  1^7-393. 
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'.III  S'l.  19. — Auuual  reixirt  ut  tlie  cuiiiniiBMinnei  of  Imnkiiig  ami 
nini.*e  relative  lo  Hiving  Iranke,  trust  cuiupaniee,  ami  tHate  banks  of 
iHint and  deposit,  [or the  j-ear ending  D««mber3l,  ISWO.  8'  I'll.  S51. 
TUe  firrt  bank  iniwriHirateit  in  New  Jersey  was  the  Newark  Qank- 
ing  and  Insurance  Company,  whii^h  wag  charicred  by  a  Hi>efiiil  act  of 
the  legielature  io  1804;  this  iuatitutloii,  now  known  as  the  National 
Newark  Baukln);  Company,  is  etlU  one  of  thu  most  floarisliinti:  banks 
in  the  eity  of  Newai^.  In  1812  the  legiBlature  ini-orporat«l  several 
SUle  Ijanks  located  in  rlilferent  cities  of  the  Stal«.  A  part  of  the  iiip- 
ttal  »t<jck  t)f  ewjj  of  theae  hanks  was  aubet^ribed  tor  by  the  Slate.  One 
of  them,  the  National  State  Bank  of  Newajk,  in  still  carrying  tin  busi- 
new.  The  era  of  speculation  caused  a  demand  to  he  tnade  for  bank 
,'CharterB,  and  they  were  incorporated  with  aucli  reckleNf  profusion 
~)y  the  leg:iBlature  of  New  Jersey  as  to  canse  great  scandal.  In  conse- 
quence there  wax  embodial  in  the  constitution  of  1844  this  provision: 
The  assent  of  three-flfths  of  the  members  elected  to  each  house  shall 
be  reiiuiaile  to  the  [lawiinKc  of  every  law  continuing,  altering,  amending, 
newing  charters  for  hanks  or  money  corporations;  and  all  anch 
cbarteni  shall  l>e  limiteHl  tf)  a  t«rm  not  exi:eediu)|c  twenty  yeani." 
'(Art  IV,  Sec.  VII,  par.  8.)  In  ISSO  a  general  hanking  act  was  paaicd 
which  placed  the  eupervinioii  of  Imnks  in  the  State  treasurer,  who  was 
to  report  annually  the  condition  of  each  Imnk.  Theact  conlained  full 
[iprovisions  for  the  incorporation  of  banks,  etc.  This  act  was  snpple- 
ted  and  amended  frequently  during  the  next  twenty-five  years, 
>«nd  a  general  revision  was  enacted  April  9,  1875.  under  the  title,  "An 
authorise  and  regulate  the  busineas  of  hanking."  (Gen.  ^1., 
120. )  This  law  authnrize<1  the  incoqKiration  of  banks  with  not  leas 
than  $50,000  capital,  by  any  seven  cititene  of  the  Slate.  At  the  re- 
iqaest  of  any  such  bank,  the  Stale  treasurer  shall  issue  notes  in  such 
itity  as  he  may  from  time  to  time  deem  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  the  act,  and  shall  keep  a  registry  of  such  notes 
his  office;  also  the  plates  froui  which  anch  notes  are  printe<l.  The 
noteH  shall  not  exceed  in  the  aggregate  the  amount  of  public  stocks, 
or  public  stocks  and  iNindsand  mortgageeut  their  market  value,  deiMs- 
ited  with  the  State  treasurer  by  the  liank.  The  public  stocks  of  the 
United  fitateaand  of  the  Stales  of  New  Jersey,  Now  York,  Massai'hnsietts, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio  shall  be  Accepte<l  as  security  for  the  note 
.i^ies;  or  bonds  and  mortgages  on  lands  worth,  independent  of  any 
buildings  thereon,  at  least  triple  the  amount  for  which  they  shall  be 
iDortgaged;  no  mortgage  shall  lie  for  a  greater  amount  than  (5,000. 
pyo\iflion  is  maile  Io  secure  aicnrate  information  as  to  the  value  of 
the  lands  mortgaged  and  the  legahtv  i>f  the  mortgage.  The  act  also 
pruvidee  that  annual  statements  shall  be  made  to  the  treasurer,  and 
also  for  a  board  of  banking  commissioners  nuisistingof  the  governor, 
secretary  of  stale,  and  attorncj  general  with  jwiver  to  sui>ervise  atui 
bonks. 
"  An  act  to  establish  a  department  of  liankingand  msnnincc,"  ap~ 
proved  February  10,  1H91  iPamph.  lawi-,  1891,  p,  17),  provides  for  the 
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apfif^intnient  of  a  conimiwioner  of  banking  mod  insuruftoe,  to  be  ip- 
\ntintti*\  by  the*  ^n-eraor,  by  an<l  with  the  advice  and  ocmfeot  of  the 
t^*tifiU%  for  th(f  t4.'nn  of  three  yearp,  at  an  annual  salary  of  $4,000,  with 
all  the  fKiwerH  of  the  Mnretary  of  Htate  ae  oomiDUHoner  of  inniraiioe 
Mtul  with  all  the  fiowere  of  the  banking  oommiasionen".  I^ter  legisla- 
tion place<l  under  the  Puper\'ision  of  the  commissioner  the  STiosip 
lianlcH  and  tniAt  companies,  l>et<i<le8  the  State  bank?  of  diflcoont  and 
d<*iH»Hit.  The  report  of  the  commieiflioner  for  the  year  1900  shows  the 
n*Hoiirc(fH  of  the  Havinfpf  bankH  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  be  f67,088,6i)0, 
with  a  Hiir[iliiH  of  $^,7119,278  over  and  above  all  liabilities.  There  weiv 
2()*J,4H2  deiMwitorH;  accounts  opened  and  reopened  daring  the  yetr, 
4(l,27();  cloHe<I  (luring  the  year,  32,331;  deposited  during  the  year, 
$2H,()2:{,ur)H;  withdrawn,  124,492,416.  A  table  is  presented  showing 
ttic  <'haract(*r  of  tM>n<lH  owned,  etc.,  also  the  total  resources,  deposits, 
and  HurpluH  for  each  year,  1860-1901;  the  number  of  depositore  who 
oin'ikmI  ac<*ountH  in  the  savings  banks;  the  amount  of  interest  credited 
and  tin*  avcra^'  amount  of  each  account  for  each  of  the  years  187^1901; 
alnn  givcH  HtatiHticH  rt^^nlinfi:  29truHt  companies,  their  reeonrces  lieing 
$57. <M)1, 724.34,  with  a  Hun>iuH  fund  of  $1,653,000,  and  undi\ided  prxifits 
nt  ♦l,()r»l,759.  The  total  profits  during  the  year  1900  were  $2,772,073; 
di'iHiHitiifH,  81,953.  A  detailed  statement  shows  the  condition  of  these 
IiumI  r<»in|MuneH  yearly,  1889-11H)0. 

Tlirrt*  were  19  State  Imnks  of  discount  and  deposit,  having  resourt-ee 
Mf  »r-',H|9,792 and  acapital stock  of  $1,763,750;  surpirs funds,  $949,110; 
unilUhliMl  pn»llti*,  $4W,(»79. 13;  total  resources  of  savings  banks,  trurt 
I  iini|iatii(V4,  and  State  Itanks  of  discount  and  deposit,  $116,530,007. 
hiMiilliMl  H(a(enien()4  of  all  tluMw  institutions  in  the  State  are  given, 
tMi»<iw  i;  '.'19. 
ih>tinmiti    Vii.    .v.     Annual  rt^iHirt  of  the  conunissioner  of  lianking  and 

iiihuiuim',  lor  tlio  year  ending  IH^cember  31,  1900.     Parti.     Fire  and 

Marhip  In^uDuuv.     S''     Pp.  585. 

riu'  U'ui^laiuit*  in  lS2ti  (ta.'^H'tl  an  act  relative  to  insurance.  It 
NN»?i  tl\o  piaotiiv  to  int'orpimUe  insuram*e  companies  by  special  acts. 
"  Vii  at't  to  pi\»\ido  for  the  im*oriH)ration  of  insurance  coni|)anies," 
approvtnl  Mart-h  10.  ls.v.\  authori/tnl  any  number  of  persons,  not  Iosb 
than  thirttvn,  (o  i\tnn  and  ini\)r|Htrate  a  ix>mpany  for  marine  insur- 
aiuH'  or  lor  lin«  inMiniiu>\  or  lor  life  and  health  insurance,  the  capital 
M^H'k  to  Iv  not  U»sf*  than  $.hViW:  any  such  i*onipany  to  deposit  with 
the  State  tre*u^ur^'r  i^iWOiH^  in  uivnunl  seeurities;  the  charter  to  be 
tiUsl  in  t  he  otVuv  ot  t  he  >^vn*tar>  of  state.  The  companies  were  re(|uired 
t^»  umko  an  annual  ?ilatenuMU  to  the  s^vretarj-  of  state.  This  act  with 
it.>  u\any  HupplonuMits  an\l  anuMidutory  acts  was  reviseil  and  embodied 
in  '*  An  a^t  i\»  i»i>>\ide  lor  the  r^vulation  and  iniX>riH>ration  of  in.sur- 
an\v  vA^ni  I  sanies/'  r\'\LMon  appr\>vtsl  April  9.  1875.  By  various  sup- 
plements, pn»visiv>n  h;is  nuvlo  tor  the  imvqx^nition  of  companies  to 
insure*  a^ainM  avv:v\o:::s;  tv>  insure*  ujK»n  the  lives  of  horses,  i^ttle,  and 
!i\e  >t^vk  ,  U*^^  :  t^*  :!:sun»  HArnitijit  vUmage  to  glatis  by  hail  (1887),  and 
\arK»U'>  other  purixv^o. 
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The  secretary  of  Bt&l«  was  tmJer  the  previous  ofUi  given  a  iMrp- 
measure  o(  BUperviaion  over  inBuranc*  coBijianiea,  anil  by  the  act  of 
1875  was  Bpecifically  ileaignatoi  as  wimmissioner  of  iriHiirauce.  The 
ixinBtitution  of  the  State,  an  amemled  in  1876,  prohibitx  special  acts  wiri' 
ferring  corporate  iwwers,  and  hence  all  iimuranoe  comjiftiiiesare  now 
ini;or[H)rated  under  the  act  of  18TG  and  its  supptenients.  As  noted 
under  the  previona  diictiinent,  the  tunctione  of  the  pecretary  iif  atate 
ae  L-uniiniaBioner  of  inBuraui«  are  now  devolved  upon  a  new  officer, 
the  commissioner  of  banking  and  innurance. 

The  annual  re|)ort  of  the  commiaaioner  for  IIIOO  enibracea  iletailH 
regarding  the  condition  of  168  insurance  companies  doing  biisineiia  in 
New  Jersey,  of  which  8  were  New  Jersey  utook  tire-insurance  com- 
panies; 25  were  New  Jersey  mutnal  finj-inauranc-ei'orapanies;  1(3  were 
fire  and  nmrine  iiwuranw  coriiiMiniea  of  other  Slates,  and  42  were 
.United  Stat«s  branches  of  foreign  tire  and  marine  insurance  compa- 
nies. The  New  Jersey  atock  fire-insurance  compani«i  had  a  capital  of 
(2,700,000:  a^ete,  (9,380,050;  liabiUtieN,  $3,0a'j,0»8;  wrote  during  the 
year  fire  riekaaraountinK  to  f3ij2,218,<MI,  and  had  in  force  at  ttie  end  of 
the  year  risks  amounting  tofl54ft,712,I25.  The  25  New  Jersey  mutual 
mmpauiee  had  contingent  assets  of  ti2,330,4<3:),  and  risks  in  force 
amounting  to  (59,513,475.  The  companies  oE  other  Slates  had  capital. 
(48,002.876;  assets,  $208.96S,I29;  liabilities,  (lia, 1 8:1,432:  net  surplns, 
S(i7,76S,82'2.  and  fire  risks  in  forve  of  114,355,300,740.  The  42  foreign 
(Ktmpanies  had  deposit«d  with  the  couimissioner  cap'.tal  amounting  to 
(8,400.000;  assets,  $76,270,312;  liabilities,  (41,1113,902;  net  surplus, 
(25,938,410;  firerisksinforee,  (6.1*54,758.164.  The  aggregate  buainesa 
in  New  Jersey  showed  risks  written  during  the  year  amounting  to 
(6D2,767,7<>fti  premiums  received  in  cash,  (4,551, 184;  losses  paid  daring 
the  year,  (4,001,598. 
Doaimtjd  No.  gl. — Amiual  re|)ort  of  the  commissioner  of  lianking  and 

insurance  for  the  year  ending  I)eceniber  31,  IMOO.     Part  II.    Life  and 

miscellaneous  insurance.    8°    Pp.  637. 

The  fnnctions  of  the  commisHioner  of  lumking  and  insnrani«  have 
been  descri1>ed  under  the  previous  document.  IVirt  11  of  his  annual 
report  for  the  year  IHOO  relate*)  to  life  and  niiscellsneous  insurance. 
There  were  40  flsed  premium  or  legal  reserve  life  couipanieti  doing 
bu8ine«aintheStat«in  1000,  their adniittwlaBBetabcingf  1,734,241,825: 
liabilities,  inclusive  of  capital  stock  ((10,005,500),  (I,575,7g7,.%'j;  aur- 
pluB  on  policyholders'  account.  (158,454,271.  The  life  business  trans- 
acted in  New  Jersey  during  the  year  was  24,707  policies,  issued  for 
(46,752,202,  leaving  in  iojve  at  the  end  of  the  year  96,210  policies  for 
(202, 726. 07ft;  premiums  collected,  (6,674,162;  cJainis  paid,  (2,8M,199. 
There  were  5  industrial  conipaniee  in  operation,  issuing  316,186  poU- 
cies  for  (42,272, 123;  leaving  in  force  at  the  end  of  the  year  1,268,360 
policies  for  (152.132,848;  premimns  collected  during  the  year,  (5,475,- 
488;  claims  paid,  (1,976.623.  There  were  34  companies  engaged  in 
accident,  employer's  liability,  burglary,  fidelity,  surety,  plate  glass, 
steam  boiler,  health,  credit,  and  sprinkler  insurance,  whose  assets 
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HiiiouiitiMl  to  $48,8:10,014.  In  New  Jersey  these  severml  compenief 
wn>te  during?  the  year  rinkH  aniountiiig  to  $106,547,736,  fcr  which  they 
rtHfivtMl  preiiiiumH  amounting  to  $5:^,259.(16,  and  paid  loflees  amoont- 
\u^  to  $131,929.  There  were  also  6  axsc^Hsment  life  aapociations  and  46 
fraternal  Ix^neficiary  afleociations.  I)etaile<l  8tatemeDt«  are  given  of 
tlie  businew  of  all  these  companies,  pafri's  15-535. 
Jhtcumnit  Xo.  22. — ReiK)rt  of  the  commiHsioner  of  banking  and  insarance 

relative  to  building  and  loan  assoeiatiouH,  October  31 ,  1900.  8**  Pp.  363. 
By  n'cent  statuten  the  commisHioner  of  Imnking  and  inminince  has 
alHo  l)een  given  jurisdiction  over  the  building  and  loan  asBoc*iations  of 
the  State.  Mis  report  for  19<X)  (HDvers  statistics  of  360  of  such  associa- 
tions in  the  State;  of  these  320  were  local  associations,  whose  assets 
amounted  to  $25,544,964.  Their  receipts  during  the  year  amounted 
to  $22,841,791.  They  had  at  the  end  of  the  year  97,115  menihera, 
holding  665,510  shares.  The  gross  assets  of  all  such  associationfl, 
local,  State,  and  national,  amounte<l  to  $51,125,050.     The  abstracts  of 

•  annual  reports  of  the  various  building  and  loan  associations  are  given, 
l>agi»s  15-;^2. 
Dot'innrnt  \o.  JS. — Annual  report  of  the  l)oard  of  managers  of  the  State 

Charities  Aid  AsscK'iation  of  New  Jersc»y,  1900.     8®     Pp.  3-24. 

"The  State  C'harities  Aid  Association  of  New  Jersey*'  was  incorpo- 
Ix)raUHl  untler  a  gt»neral  a<'t  i>aswHl  in  1875.  By  an  act  passed  April 
l(i,  1886  (^Pamph.  laws,  1886,  p.  231 ),  any  justit»e  of  the  supreme  court 
of  this  State  was  authorized  ujxm  appli<'ation  of  the  socnety  to  make  an 
onler  eiial)ling  its  agents  t^)  visit,  ins}HH't,  and  examine  in  behalf  of 
sai<l  associaticm  any  of  the  county  or  lo<»l  poorhouses,  prisons,  jails, 
jwnitentiaries,  reformatories,  lunatic  asylums,  or  orphan  asylums,  and 
re<|uire  the  keepers  or  suiwrintemlents  of  such  institutions  to  ol)ey 
sai<l  onler,  and  furnish  information  to  such  agents.  An  appropriation 
of  not  mort»  than  $600  was  authoriziHi  to  meet  the  expi^nses  incurred 
))y  the  association.  There  are  34  managers,  8electe<l  from  various 
parts  of  the  State.  The  secretary,  Mrs.  Kmily  E.  Williamstm,  has 
devottnl  hers<»lf  for  years  to  work  of  this  kind,  without  compi^nsation. 
The  annual  rei>ort  for  1900  urges  the  importance  of  the  indeterminate 
sent4»n<'e;  the  probation  plan;  recommends  the  establishment  of  juve- 
nile courts,  and  discusses  truancy;  also  the  importance  of  adequate 
and  fr<M|uent  inspection  of  jails,  station  houses,  and  lock-ups.  The 
care  of  the  insane  by  the  State  an<l  by  the  county  is  disi^ussed,  and 
the  methoils  adopted  in  New  Jers(\v  explaine<l;  also  the  public  alms- 
houses an<l  the  cart*  of  destitute  adults,  and  the  care  of  the  feeble- 
mi  ndinl,  and  private  charities. 
Docummt  Xo.  J^.— Third  annual  report  of  the  managers  of  the  New  Jersey 

Stat*'   Vilhige   for   Kpileptics,  for  the   year  ending  October  31,    1900. 

8°     Pp.  23. 

"An  act  to  establish  a  villagt^  for  epile])tic8"  was  approved  March 
26,  1898.  It  provides  that  the  governor  shall  appoint,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  ccmsent  of  the  Senate,  six  resident**  of  this  State,  not  more 
than  three  of  whom  shall  be  meml)ers  of  one  and  the  same  political 
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.  party,  to  foDBtilute  u  boanl  ut  nianagerH  ut  such  village,  lo  liold  office 
for  Ihree  years,  two  retiring  annually.  The  managers  shall  malie  a 
fhll  anil  lietailed  financial  and  other  report  yearly  to  the  governor  and 
Ieglslat4]re.  In  18118  ihe  legiElatiire  appropriated  $15,000  for  the  pur- 
pose of  mrrying  out  the  provieione  of  the  foregoing  at^t.  This  was 
mvoilahle  No\-ember  1,  189S. 

This  act  was  supersedeil  by  "An  act  relative  to  the  government  and 
tnanagement  of  (he  New  Jersey  State  Village  for  Epileptics,"  approved 
Harvh  24,  1899.  ( Painph.  laws,  1899.  p.  339. )  This  act  provided  for 
the  appointment  by  the  inano^n  of  a  xuperintendent  and  other  offi- 
eeni,  and  prescribed  the  general  fonn  nfgovemmentofthevillafEe.dDtiea 
of  officers,  etc.  Epilepticw  may  be  tmnsfurre'l  from  either  of  the  State 
hospitals  for  the  insane  to  the  village.  In  IfllM)  the  legislature  appro- 
priated J25,OO0  for  the  erei-tinn  of  two  brick  cotUges;  ?8,0O0  tor  the 
piin.-hai)e  uf  a  farm  adjoining  the  properly  iilready  pnrchused;  $6,500 
for  salaries  and  expenses,  iiidudin);  nei-esEary  repairs,  and  fi2,000  for 

I  water  supply  and  sewerage.  ThMe  exjieiises  were  apeciflcally  aiithor- 
iwd  by  an  actappruved  March  23, 1900.  I  Pamph.  lawa,  1900,  p.  325.) 
".^n  act  to  eftablish  a  village  for  epileptics  and  to  repeal  certain 
Kts  inconsistenl therewith, "approved  March  21,  lUOl,  supersedeii  the 
acts  of  1898  and  1899.  The  board  of  managers  was  increaseil  to  S,  to 
be  appointed  for  four  years  encli.  The  State  shall  }>ay  fl  per  week 
toward  the  maintenance  of  each  indigent  person  in  said  village,  and 
the  county  from  which  a  patient  shall  be  rei«ivod  eliall  |iay  12  per 
week  and  (30  annually  for  clothing. 
The  report  for  1900  shows  that  two  adjoining  farms  had  been  pur- 
chaned,  onecalled  Femwood  and  one  Maplewood;  one  Ix^lng  reserved 
for  men  and  the  other  for  women.  The  work  of  preparation  was  still 
under  way.  The  im|jortan(«of  removingepileptics  from  the  hospitala 
(or  the  Insane,  from  ahnehomtes,  and  from  private  homes,  is  urged. 
There  were  received  during  the  year  10  men  and  8  women.  A  marked 
improvement  bad  been  oliserved  in  the  cases  that  had  Ix^en  in  the 
village  for  the  entire  year.  The  institution  is  located  at  Skillnmn,  on 
the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad,  within  half  an  hour  by  mil 

»lTom  Trenton  ami  4  miles  by  carriage  from  Princeton  and  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad.     The  superintendent's  rep<jrt  slated  that  (he  two 
cnttAges  ill  the  course  of  erection,  together  with  the  houses,  would 
provide  for  the  accommodation  of  100  patients,  50  of  each  sex.    It 
was  recommeodeil  that  additional  provision  be  made  for  the  reception 
of  children,   say  30  oE  each  sex;    also  that  an    industrial    buildiag 
eboold  be  erected  as  early  as  possible,  in  order  to  give  the  patients 
r^ular  and  aysteniatic  employment. 
Votiiment  Aii.  SS. — Thirty-fourth  annual  report  of  the  New  3'eney  Home 
for  Disableii  Soldiem,  at  Kearny,  for  the  year  ending  October  31,  1899. 
,     Pp.48. 
In  1864  the  If^islature  ailopleit  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  diso- 
\  bled  Midlers  of  thiR  State.    This  action  culminated  in  an  act  approved 
H.  Doc.  745,  58-2— vol  1 33 
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April  4,  1866,  entitled,  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the 
New  Jersey  Home  for  Disabled  Soldiers"  (Paniph.  laws,  1866,  p.  9bb). 
This  act  named  six  prominent  citizens  of  the  State  as  managers  of  the 
New  Jersey  Home  for  Disabled  Soldiers,  to  hold  office  for  the  term  of 
five  years,  and  until  others  were  appointed  in  their  ntead,  subject  to 
removal  by  the  supreme  court  on  the  recommendation  of  the  gover- 
nor, their  successors  to  be  appointed  by  the  supreme  court.  They 
were  empowered  to  provifle  a  home  for  disabled  soldiers,  and  author- 
ized to  appoint  officers,  adopt  regulations,  etc.  All  this  they  did 
promptly.  A  commission  of  fourteen  citizens  was  named  by  an  act 
approved  March  26,  1886,  to  select  a  site  to  erect  a  suitable  home,  and 
on  the  completion  thereof,  to  turn  the  same  over  to  the  board  of  man- 
agers of  the  New  Jerst^y  Home  for  Disa))led  Soldiers.  Under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  a  new  and  thoroughly  modern  series  of  buildings 
was  erecte<l  at  Kearny. 

The  annual  report  for  1900  shows  that  216  soldiers  had  been  admit- 
ted during  the  year;  134  discharged,  28  dropped  from  the  rolls,  78 
dieil,  leaving  the  numl)er  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year  542;  aver- 
age nuiiil)er  of  Ixmeticiaries  per  day,  582;  469  of  the  l>eneficiarie8  cared 
for  during  the  year  served  in  New  Jersey  regiments;  148  in  New  York 
regiments;  42  in  Pennsylvania  regiments,  and  48  in  the  United  States 
Navy.  The  legislature  in  1900  authorized  the  admission  of  disabled 
soldiers  of  the  Spanish-American  war.  The  average  age  of  benefi- 
ciaries was  65.85;  465  were  born  in  the  United  States  and  315  in  other 
countries;  315  were  married;  320  widowers,  and  147  single.  As  to  the 
disabilites  of  the  inmates,  156  were  afflicted  with  general  debility;  110 
old  age;  126  rheumatism;  74  heart  disease,  and  63  gunshot  wounds. 
The  expenditures  during  the  year  were  $70,526;  average  cost  of  rations 
l>er  day,  18  cents;  cost  of  maintenance  per  capita,  $156,027.  Lists  are 
added  of  meml^ers  who  died  during  the  year,  and  rosters  of  members 
of  the  Home  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
Document  No.  ^6. — Report  of  the  b<jard  of  managers  of  the  Home  for  Dis- 
abled Soldiers,  Sailors,  or  Marines  and  their  Wives,  Vineland,  N.  J.,  for 
the  year  ending  October  31,  1900.     8°.     Pp.  22. 

An  act  approved  April  20,  1898  (Pamph.  laws,  1898,  p.  411),  pro- 
vides that  there  shall  be  established  in  this  State  a  home  to  l)e  known 
as  the  "New  Jersey  Home  for  Disabled  Soldiers,  Marines  and  tlieir 
Wives,"  to  be  governed  by  a  board  of  managers,  consisting  of  five  per- 
sons appointed  by  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  senate,  at  least  one  of  whom  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic;  they  shall  hold  their  office  for  five  years.  The 
board  shall  have  the  general  direction  and  control  of  all  the  property 
and  surroundings  of  the  institution,  make  regulations,  and  appoint 
officers,  etc.  The  expenses  are  limited  to  $10,000  annually.  The 
l)oard  shall  make  an  animal  report  to  the  governor.  The  governor, 
with  the  consent  of  the  senate,  shall  name  live  persons  as  a  commission, 
who  shall  have  authority  to  buy  or  build  a  suitable  home  at  a  cost 
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iit>i  .■Kifwijng  SW.OOO,  anil  at  the  i-omjiletion  thereof  shall  turn  the 
Haiiip  over  t<i  the  iHtan]  of  managers.  The  building  having  lieen  piir- 
ehused  at  Vinelanil,  Ihi'  boaril  of  nianaKers  were  aiiIhori;ieii  by  chnpter 
62  of  the  laws  of  ISOH  to  make  needed  alterations  and  repairs  and  lur- 
nish  the  building  at  a  riiet  not  exit><><lin){  ?25,000.  In  1900  the  li-*;^ii>- 
latiire  tipfiropriated  $13,000  for  nw^eesary  repairs  and  fHrnishinjiB. 

The  annual  report  (or  ItWO  states  that  on  January  1  i<(  that  year  the 
ufficial  Pare  of  the  tirst  applieants  ailniillecl  was  i'()mineni'ed.  During 
tlie  year  2S  i:oU|ile»  were  admitted,  and  at  tlie  close  of  the  year  there 
were  22  males  ami  34  females  in  the  home.  The  home  is  in  itsbroatleet 
sense  a  hoi^pitftl,  and  ite  inmulexareaf^)  jntlrtn  persons.  The  aver- 
age number  of  members  per  ilay  was  20.  The  average  age  of  two 
nienibe™  who  die"!  was  Gtii  years.  Vnrions  |H>st(i  of  the  Gmiid  Army 
and  theWomen's  Relief  Cor|ja  i>onirihiit(>d  ?1,150  jht  year.  The 
expenses  for  the  year  were  Jifl,l)4ft.fl.S. 
toeumrnt  No.  jn. — Report  of  the  New  Jersey  Firemen's  Home  for  the  year 
ending  Ocloher  31,  1900.    S"    P|..  6 

An  act  authcirizing  a  liremeit's  home  for  the  aged,  indigent,  and 
diaableil  firemen  of  this  8tate,  and  pmviding  for  the  regntuUou  and 
government  of  surh  home,  was  approved  April  2,  I89t)  (Pamph.  lawn, 
mm.  210).  it  recites  that  the  New  Jersey  Slate  Firemen's  Associa- 
tion hail  in  lSi»7  appointed  ii  committee  of  eleven  members  of  said 
association  to  setrnre  al  I  necessary  legislation  and  to  do  all  other  things 
ne<.«flsary  to  the  compietion  of  a  Bremen's  home.  Said  committee 
were  named  in  the  act  as  commiBsioners  for  the  purposes  mentioned; 
vaeancies  occurring  are  to  he  filled  by  the  governor  from  among  the 
active  or  exempt  firemen  of  the  respective  Congressional  diatricla  in 
the  State.  The  eommissioners  were  authorised  to  purchase  proper 
and  suitable  buililinga,  or  tn  select  a  site  and  erect  thereon  a  proper 
and  suitable  building,  to  be  known  ag  "The  New  Jeraey  Firemen's 
Home."  at  a  cost,  inclticling  furnishing,  of  not  more  than  (75,000,  in 
addition  to  any  sums  receive"!  from  gifts  or  conlribntions.  To  raise 
the  Buiii  of  S7-'i,000  the  commiasiuner  of  hanking  and  insurance  was 
authorizeil  to  apply  to  that  purpus*  the  moneys  thereafter  recwived  by 
him  from  fire  insurance  eoinpanies  for  licenses  or  taxes  instead  of  pay- 
ing the  same  totbe  several  firemen's  relief  associations  of  the  Stale. 
Upon  the  completion  of  the  building,  the  governor  was  aulhoriKeil  to 
appoint  a  board  of  managers  of  eight  persons,  one  from  each  Congres- 
sional, district  of  the  State,  together  with  the  premdent  of  the  State 
Firemen's  Anociation  and  the  eommissioner  of  lianking  and  insur- 
ant; the  membew  appointeil  were' to  rerve  for  four  yenrs.  The 
annual  support  of  the  home  was  to  be  defrayed  out  of  such  revenueii 
derived  from  fire  insurance  i''mi]ianiefi  and  from  voluntary  gifts,  be- 
quests, and  devises. 

The  commissioners  Ixiuv'bt  a  biiiltling  and  lands  at  Boont'jn,  Morris 
County,  for  (36,000,  ami  contraeted  (or  repairs  and  altemtionsat  a  cost 
of  S1S»,776. 
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The  annual  report  for  1900  states  that  the  home  was  opened  June 
10,  1900,  since  which  time  seven  inmates  had  been  received;  the 
expenses  for  the  year  were  $1^,934. <>5. 
Document  Xo.  28. — Annual   report  of  the  State  Institution  for  Feeble- 
Minded  Women,  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  1900.     8°.     Pp.  15. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a  home  for  the  care  and 
training;  of  feeble-min<led  women,  approved  March  27,  1899  (Fiamph. 
laws,  1888,  p.  267),  authorized  the  governor  to  appoint,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  seven  residents  of  this  State, 
three  of  whom  might  be  females,  to  constitute  a  board  of  managere, 
two  retiring  from  office  every  setH)nd  year.  They  were  required  to 
make  a  full  and  detaile<l  financial  ref)ort  annually.  The  board  was 
authorized  to  ex|)end  not  more  than  $10,000  for  the  purchase  and 
equipment  of  a  suitable  home,  and  $2,000  for  the  current  expenses  for 
the  yeiir.  The  governor  was  directed  to  send  feeble-minded  women 
of  the  State  to  such  home. 

The  annual  report  for  1900  states  that  the  home  had  been  located  at 
Vineland;  the  disbui'sements  for  the  year  were  $20,948.43;  $20,000 
was  apprr)priatefl  by  the  State,  and  $1,926.50  was  received  from  par- 
ents and  guardians;  there  were  113  ]>ersons  enrolled,  including  9 
private  cases.  During  the  year  12  (mtients  were  receive<l,  4  discharged, 
and  2  (lie<l.  Manual  training  was  carried  on,  including  w*eaving  of 
plain  and  fancy  baskets,  designing  in  iron  work,  wood  carving,  pho- 
tography, et<'.  Much  attention  was  given  to  the  work  in  the  sewing 
room,  as  well  as  in  the  bakery,  shoe  shop,  weaving,  laundry,  and 
farm. 
Document  Xo.  29. — Twenty -eighth  annual  rej^rt  of  the  State  board  of  agri- 
culture, 1900.     8°     Pp.  397. 

The  State  Injard  of  agriculture  was  established  by  an  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture as  early  a^  1873.  By  a  general  revision  of  the  laws  on  the  subject, 
approve<l  April  1,  1887  (Pamph.  laws,  1887,  p.  105),  it  was  provided 
that  the  members  of  all  agricultural  and  horticultural  societies,  farmers' 
clul>s,  granges  of  the  patrons  of  husbandry,  and  other  agricultural 
associations  were  constituted  the  meinl^rship  of  the  State  board  of  agri- 
culture, and  the  details  of  the  government  of  the  IxMird  are  prescribed. 
The  lx>ard  is  authorized  to  investigate  subjei^ts  relating  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  lands  and  agriculture  in  this  State,  and  to  take  and  hold 
donations  and  iH^quests,  ele<*t  new  members,  and  make  an  annual  re- 
port. By  an  act  of  March  31,  1890  (Pamph.  laws,  1890,  p.  151),  an 
appropriation  was  made  from  the  State  treasury,  not  exceeding  $6,000 
in  any  one  year,  for  the  purposes  of  the  l)oard. 

The  annual  report  for  19(X)  gives  the  list  of  the  board  of  directors  and 
the  minutes  of  the  board,  with  }niblic  discussions  thereat  (pp.  11-54); 
rejKjrt  of  the  secretary,  pag(»s  55-^)9;  statistics  of  farm  products  in  New 
Jersey  for  the  year,  as  follows:  Farm  value  of  crops,  $16,426,763;  value 
of  stock,  $18,756,553;  milk,  $7,144,352;  total  farm  products, $42,327,668. 
The  document  also  includes  rejwrt  of  State  entomologist  and  discussion 
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of  the  Bame,  pages  83-M;  papers  on  the  maimgpiiient  of  poultry,  aver- 
a^  crops,  value  of  fertility,  ajirt  the  cheapest  way  of  iielling  it.  (vwi- 
tagioiia  diseaaen  of  animalB,  report  of  tuberculoaJH  coniiniBflion,  etc., 
pattes  115-328;  report  of  county  iMiania  uf  utcriculture,  partes  329-3IM. 
The  appropriatioDB  niade  in  1^00  to  this  iHMnl  amounted  to  |T,5O0. 
Vocantftit  No.  30. — Twenty-firet  annuul   report  of  thti  New  Jereey  State 
AgrieultumI  Experiment  Rtuiiop  and  the  thirteenth  annual  report  of  the 
New  Jersey  Agricultural  College  Experiment  Station.     8°     Pp.  svii,  563. 
J_  By  an  act  of  Congress  approveil  July  2,  1802.  public   lauds  were 

voted  1o  the  various  Statcit  for  the  pur]ioBe  of  promoting  the  study  of 
agriculture.  By  an  act  of  the  New  Jersey  lE^ialature  approved  April 
4,  I8W  (Paniph.  laws.  18B4,  p.  650),  the  scrip  received  by  the  gov- 
ernor from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  such  public  lands  was 
placed  in  the  control  of  the  governor,  the  atlomey-general.  the  se^^re- 
tary  of  state,  the  comptroller  and  the  ^tato  treasurer,  as  com  mission  ere 
to  take  charge  of  such  scrip,  and  to  sell  and  ilispoae  of  the  same,  and 
to  pay  over  the  interest  resulting  therefrom  to  the  Irustees  of  Rtil^fH 
CoU^e  in  Kew  Jersey,  who  wtre  required  to  devote  said  interest 
wholly  and  exclusively  to  the  maintenance  of  that  department  in 
Rut^re  Col1(^,  known  ma  Rutgers  Scientific  School,  to  such  courses 
of  instruction  as  should  carry  out  the  intent  of  the  act  of  Congrees. 
The  legislature  further  provided  that  there  should  beappoiuteii  by  the. 
governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  aud  consent  of  the  senate,  a  hoard  uf 
visilore  consisting  of  lea  persons,  two  (ron>  each  congressional  district, 
to  hold  office  for  five  years,  two  retiring  annually;  Haid  board  should 
possess  general  poweni  of  supervision  and  control,  and  should  report 
to  the  legislature  annually.  By  a  supplement,  approved  Mareli  W, 
1873,  the  term  of  office  of  the  boani  of  visitors  was  reduce<l  to  two 
years.  By  an  act  approved  March  10,  1880.  the  New  Jersey  .State 
Agricultural,  Experiment  Station,  with  suitable  branches,  was  estab- 
lished, to  be  managed  by  a  board  of  directors,  consisting  of  the  governor, 
the  board  of  visitors  of  the  State  Agricultural  Collie,  and  the  presi- 
dent and  the  professor  of  agriculture  of  that  institution.  An  annual 
appropriation  not  esceeding  (5,00()  was  voted,  increased  by  an  act 
approved  May  9.  1884,  to  $11,000,  In  18)15  the  expenses  tor  printing 
bulletins,  etc.,  were  directed  lj>  be  defrayed  out  at  the  State  treasury, 
not  exceeding  $1,500  annually.  By  an  act  approved  March  5,  189.'>, 
the  annual  expenses  were  limiteil  to  $15,000.  l)y  an  act  approval 
April  38,  1888  (Pamph.  laws,  1888.  p.  4011,  un  appropriation  of  (30,000 
was  made  for  the  construction  uf  a  8tate  lalKinitory  for  tlie  use  uf  the 
New  Jersey  State  Experiment  Htatli>n.  By  an  act  approveil  March  0, 
IS  declared  that  the  Rutgers  Scientific  Si'hool  was  the  Stale 
Agricultural  Collie  o(  New  Jersey,  and  as  such  was  desigimted  to 
receive  the  beneUt  of  the  a<:t  of  C'>ongre!«'  of  July  2,  1802,  pnividiiig 
for  the  establishment  uf  ugricullural  exjierirtienl  stations,  et^'.,  and  the 
supplements  thereto. 
The  annual  report  for  l!tO()  Hc-la  forth  that  the  State  station  was  estal>- 
a  1880  and  the  Agricultural  C*llege  statioii  in  168B.    The  treas- 
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iirer  <li8))ursed  $51,000  received  from  the  State  for  current  expemee, 
be*«i(leH  $1,849.79  for  s|)ecial  piirposen.  The  trustees  disbarsed  $15,000 
recei ve<i  from  the  Congre*  of  the  UnittHi  States.  The  director  reported 
on  the  subjwtof  <'hemi8try,  tH)mmercial  fertilizers,  fertilizer  materiabs 
study  of  chemical  methods,  analysis  of  feeds,  fodders,  and  fanning 
crops,  etc.  The  d<x»ument  also  included  reports  on  hortii*u1ture,  dairy 
expenditure,  bioiojjy,  botany,  entomology ;  report  of  the  chemists,  pages 
13-212;  assistant  in  horticulture,  i)ages  213-256;  assistant  in  dairy  ex- 
penditure, 247-312;  biologist,  313-404;  botanist,  405-476;  entomologist, 
477-572. 
Document  No.  ^i.— Report  of  the  dairy  commissioner  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  for  the  year  1900.     8°     Pp.  10, 51. 

By  an  act  approved  March  14,  1882  (Pamph.  laws,  1882,  p.  97),  en- 
title<l  '*An  act  to  prevent  the  adulteration  and  to  regnlate  the  sale  of 
milk,'*  strict  regulations  were  established  and  penalties  provided  for 
the  violation  thereof.  The  State  l)oani  of  health  was  empowered  and 
di retried  to  appoint  each  year  an  inspector  of  milk,  at  a  salary  of  $800 
per  year,  to  enfon-e  the  provisions  of  this  act.  By  an  act  approved 
March  22,  1886  (Pamph.  laws,  1886,  p.  107),  further  regulations  on 
the  subject  relating  to  milk  and  cheese  were  enacte<l,  and  it  was  pro- 
vide<i  that  the  State  lx>ard  of  health  should  api)oint  a  State  dairy  (com- 
missioner, to  hold  ofhce  for  the  term  of  threi*  years,  at  a  salary  of  $2,000 
per  annum,  an<i  exi)enses  not  exciHMling  $10,000  in  any  one  year,  and 
he  was  authorizes!  to  ap]>oint  or  empU»y  such  assistants,  agents,  chem- 
ists, clerks,  and  counsel  as  might  be  <leeme<l  necessary  for  the  proper 
enforcement  of  the  act.  fU'  an  act  a})provod  April  20,  1888  (Pamph. 
laws,  1888,  p.  254),  it  was  provi<led  that  the  State  dairy  commissioner 
should  assume  all  the  duties,  etc.,  of  the  State  inspector  of  milk,  and 
that  office  was  discontinued. 

The  annual  report  of  the  State  dairy  conmiissioner  for  1900  gives  a 

general  summary  on  page  7;  reports  on  milk,  lactometer,  preservatives 

of  niilk,  oleomargarine,  report  of  chemists,  etc.     The  expenses  for  the 

year  were  $11,460. 

Document  Xo.  S^. — Seventh  annual  report  of  the  commissioner  of  public 

roads  for  the  year  ending  October  31,  11K)0.     8°    Pp.  187. 

For  about  thirty-live  years  past  New  Jt^rsey  has  had  a  system  of 
road  legislation  under  the  authority  of  which  the  counties  and  munic- 
ipalities, particularly  of  northern  New  Jersey,  have  spent  several 
million  dollars  in  constructing  macadamizinl  and  Telford  roads.  By 
an  act  approve<l  May  17,  1894,  provision  was  made  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  State  commissioner  of  public  roads,  to  be  nominated  by  the 
governor  and  confirmed  by  the  st»nate,  to  hold  his  office  for  the  term 
of  thret*  years,  and  receive  a  compensation  at  the  rate  of  $5  per  day 
and  actual  exjKjnses.  It  was  made  his  duty  to  perform  all  the  duties 
respecting  public  roa<ls  of  this  State  which  were  formerly  by  law 
imiH)8iH.l  u\H)Xv  the  president  of  tlu^  State  board  of  agriculture,  and  to 
collect  data  with  resi)e<'t  to  the  construction  of  i>ermanently  improved 
roads.     An  act  approved  March  22,  1895  (Pamph.  laws,  1895,  p.  424), 
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estnWiclieil  u  Bjstf  ni  iimler  wIiIlIi  t?latu  aid  might  lje  given  in  Ihu  oon- 
'    i<tnii.-ti(iii  of  piiblic  rotuiH  uiiiltT  th«  ijupervUicin  of  tho  SUte  i;uiiiiiiiB- 

•  eioner    One-thinI  of  the  cost  is  to  be  p«u<l  out  of  the  State  treasury. 

'  Where  a  road  ia  improved  upon  jwlition  signed  by  the  owners  of  Uiids 
fronting  on  the  rood,  10  |ier  cent,  of  the  cont  may  be  assessed  upon  the 
property  benefited;  the  remainder  tit  the  cost  is  paid  by  the  county. 

The  report  for  1900  states  that  148.28  milee  of  roads  had  been  im- 
proved under  the  act  during  the  year,  making  a  t^tal  to  date  of  532. 11 
miles,  at  a  total  coat  of  $SS5,;'il8.5.'i.     Petitions  had  been  presented  for 

'  the  gonelniction  of  4111.73  miles  more,  the  estimated  cost  of  which  was 
tl, 94^,043.     Fnll  delatls  of  roads  completed,  character  of  work,  cost. 

'    etc,  are  embodied  in  the  report,  with  many  full-page  illustrations  of 

•  the  work  "heforeand  after;"  also  iliuatrationsof  road  work  in  Europe. 
There  is  appended  a  series  of  articles  on  the  subject  of  roaii  inate- 
riala,  maintenance,  et<^,  statements  by  en^pneers,  and  superintendent's 
Bpecifi cations  for  road  construction,  etc.  Acts  in  relation  to  roods, 
pages  145-173;  H)»tractof  laws  in  relation  to  working  and  supervising 
poads  under  local  authorities,  pages  17S-17S.  Most  of  these  roads 
faave  bwii  constructeil  in  the  ci-ntral  and  southern  jiortions  of  the 

•  Btate,  where  stone  material  for  roads  is  scarce.  The  Stale  appropria- 
I  t!on  was  limited  at  Hmt  to  f  100.000  annually;  for  the  year  1900  it  was 
■  9150,000;  for  the  year  I90;)-4  it  wt»$2.W,000,  beside  $6,500  for  salaries 

^      and  expeniwD. 
Awiinnif  A'o  .M. — Eleventh  annual  report   New  .Tersey  seetion  of   the 
rliinate  and  I'rop  service  of  the  Weather  Bureau  in  cooperation  with 
the  Sew  Jersey  weather  servit-e.     8"     Pp.  flH. 

An  act  approved  June  IV>.  irtDO  (Pnmph.  laws,  1890,  p.  481),  created 
t  at  the  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  New  Brunswick,  a  central 
k  weather  station  under  the  charge  of  a  lK>ard  of  managers  consisting 

•  of  the  director,  the  senior  chemist,  the  professor  uf  botany  and  horti- 
are.  anil  a  fourth  person  to  be  appointtnl  by  theguvemrir.     Under 

this  act  the  central  weather  service  was  establiahed  with  48  meteoro- 
logical and  75  i-rop  weather  stations  throughout  the  State.  By  an  act 
of  April  7,  I8tl2,  (he  legislature  appropriated  f  1,000  annually  for  tlie 
sapport  thereof  and  the  printing  and  distribution  of  the  reports  or 
I   bulletins. 

The  annual  report  for  1900  states  that  there  were  M  meteorological 
I  stations  at  the  close  of  the  year;  monthly  bulletins  of  .5()0  copies  were 
r  iamed  from  the  central  weather  ofHce,  and  1,000  copies  of  a  weekly 
I  crop  bulletin;  41  stations  diBplaye<l  weather  and  temperature  signals 
I  leceived  by  telegraph  at  the  expense  o(  the  national  service;  two  niral 
)  free  delivery  stations  diatribntetl  wealher  rejwrls  on  206  postal  cards; 
k  Ibe  annual  inesn  temi>erature  for  the  year  was  53.S— that  for  the  spring 
Vbeil^  49.1;  summer,  74.2;  autumn,  59.1;  winter,  :19.9.  The  average 
I  total  precipitation  of  rain  and  inelte<l  snow  was  42.71,  lieing4.3'i  lielow 
I  aormal.  The  average  total  snowfall  was  2.1.8.  Twenty  weather  crop 
rboIletliiB  are  repHxIui^iil.  Climatologicat  ilala  for  IflOO,  ])«geg48-62i 
P'liet  o(  crop  expenditures,  pages  (15-07.    Two  magis  are  appended. 
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the  members  are  unable  to  do  anything  except  draw  their  an- 
nual salaries,  amounting  to  $6,()rH).  This  th6y  have  done 
faithfully  and  promptly. 

The  legislature  has  been  urged  to  create  a  variety  of  other 
State  boards  to  superintend  various  industries  and  trades,  such 
as  the  barbers,  undertakers,  plumbers,  etc.  The  legislature 
of  1904  passed  an  act  establishing  a  State  board  to  license 
undertakers  and  emlmlmers,  but  the  act  was  vetoed  by  the 
governor.  Provision  was  made  in  another  act  for  licensing 
plumbers  by  local  boards  of  health. 

Prior  to  1895  the  State  printing  was  done  by  an  act  of  the 
legislature  passed  each  year,  which  gave  out  the  printing  of 
special  documents  to  certain  favored  printers,  alwaj's  belong- 
ing to  the  political  party  in  power.  This  practice  led  to  great 
extravagance,  and  ultimately  to  such  dissatisfaction  that  the 
whole  system  was  changed  by  an  act  approved  June  15,  1895 
(Pamph.  laws,  1895,  p.  824).  This  act  constituted  the  gov- 
ernor, comptroller,  and  treasurer  as  a  printing  board  to  super- 
vise and  have  charge  of  all  printing  done  for  the  State,  with 
power  to  determine  what  repoils  or  documents  or  parts  of 
reports  or  documents  are  of  sufficient  importance  and  value 
to  be  printed,  also  the  number  of  copies  to  be  print-ed  of  each 
report  or  document.  All  the  printing  is  to  be  done  by  con- 
tract, in  accordance  with  specifications  issued  by  said  board. 
Said  board  also  awards  contracts  for  printing  all  blanks  and 
furnishing  all  stationery  required  by  the  State  annually. 

Another  reason  for  creating  this  State  printing  board  with 
discretionary  powers  to  edit  the  public  documents  was  the 
ftu't  that  some  of  the  compilers  of  the  annual  reports  had  a 
disix)sition  to ''pad'- out  their  reports  by  copious  exti^acts 
from  published  works  tieiiting  of  the  same  subjects.  In  one 
case  a  State  board  added  to  its  report  about  200  pages  of  ex- 
tracts from  writings  of  foreign  socialists  and  anarchists.  The 
State  printing  board,  with  an  utter  lack  of  humor,  failed  to 
see  any  reason  for  printing  and  circulating,  at  the  expense  of 
the  State,  articles  which  attacked  the  fundamental  principles 
upon  which  the  State  itself  was  organized,  and  since  that 
attempt  all  such  matter  has  been  carefully  excluded  from  the 
public  documents.  The  disposition  to  '^pad,"  however,  is 
still  noticeable  in  many  of  the  official  reports. 
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For  many  years  it  was  tlii'  custom  to  publisli  tlie  laws  jwsst'd 
at  eiifh  session  in  certain  st'lci^ted  m'wsjmpi'rs  of  the  State, 
TliH number,  however,  was  iuertMised from  time  lo time,  and ton- 
setjuently  the  expense,  until  tiie  cost  tif  jmblication  amounted 
t«  upwards  of  ^I20,0tKJ  yearly.  It  became  the  piHctice,  more- 
over, for  most  of  the  newspaper**  to  have  the  laws  printed 
from  plates,  and  on  Hupplementary  sheets,  which  were  fur- 
nished to  the  new8pa|>crH  desiring  them,  and  these  were  pub- 
lished several  months  after  the  legislature  adjourned.  This 
delay  in  the  publication,  and  the  great  cost  of  publishing  the 
laws  ill  newspapers,  led  to  a  new  enactment,  which  cut  off  the 
newspaper  publication,  and  provided  for  the  printing  of  a 
very  large  edition  of  the  session  laws  in  Vmok  form  for  free 
distribution.  The  laws  of  earh  session  nre  now  printed  in 
sheets  as  fast  as  they  are  passed  by  the  legislature  and  ap- 
proved by  the  governor,  and  theae  sheets  are  distributed  in 
quantities  to  the  several  county  clerks  throughout  the  State, 
where  they  uiay  be  had  upon  application,  free  of  cost,  by  any 
citizen.  The  sheets  are  also  mailed  to  any  citizen  who  may 
apply  for  them  to  the  secretary  of  State,  at  Trenton. 

The  State  geological  Iward  also  has  authority  to  print  tlie 
special  reports  on  the  geology  of  the  State  and  to  distril>ute 
the  same. 

Aside  from  the  latter  rejMrts,  all  ivporta  by  State  boards 
and  State  officers  are  printed  annually,  under  the  direction  of 
the  State  printing  iHinid.  Usually  1,000  copies  are  reserved, 
to  be  Ijound  up  in  the  collection  known  as  "Legislative  docu- 
ments." but  it  sometimes  hapjjens  that  the  State  printing 
board  does  not  think  it  necessary  to  have  so  many  copies 
printed.  For  example,  only  600  copies  were  printed  of  the 
first  report  of  the  public  record  commission  in  1899. 

The  foregoing  smumary  of  the  legislati\e  documents  for 
the  session  of  190()  gives  a  correct  idea  of  the  general  chai-ac- 
ter  of  these  documents  presented  from  year  to  year.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  functions  of  the  St»te  have  been  continually 
extended  to  cover  a  very  large  variety  of  i>enal,  reformatory, 
correctional,  eleemosynarv,  charitable,  benevolent,  industrial, 
agricultural,  sanitary,  and  other  purposes. 
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The  appropriations  made  by  the  legislature  in  1903  contain 
the  following  items  among  others: 

Penalj  correctwnaly  and  reformatory. — State  prison,  $214,500;  State  reforma- 
torj'  or  intermeiliate  prison,  $82,000;  State  home  for  boys,  $65,413;  State 
home  for  giris,  $28,849.     Total,  $390,762. 

Hogpiiahf  etc. — State  hospitals  for  the  insane,  $432,436;  county  lunatic 
asylums,  $257,540;  home  for  feeble-minded  women  and  children, 
$115,500,  including  $.30,000  for  new  buildings  and  alterations;  village  for 
epileptics,  $81,250,  including  $38,500  for  improvements.    Total,  $886,726. 

Eleemostynary  inAtitvtions. — Soldiers*  homes,  $77,958;  school  for  the  deaf, 
$45,000;  support  of  blind,  $12,6(K);  sanitarium  for  tuberculous  diseases, 
$212,500.     Total,  $348,a58. 

Agriculture,  fii^hy  ifume,  and  oyMcra. — State  lx>ard  of  agriculture,  $6,000; 
agricultural  experiment  station,  $19,500;  agricultural  college,  $8,300; 
weather  surveys,  $2,000;  horticultural  society,  $400;  prevention  of  forest 
fires,  $1,000;  investigation  and  prevention  of  mosquitf)e8  and  other 
injurious  insects,  $13,000;  protei!tion  and  propagation  of  fish  and  game, 
$33,450;  protection  and  cultivation  of  oysters  and  clams,  $61,804.  Total, 
$145,454. 

Labor. — Bureau  of  statistics  of  labor,  eti\,  $10,900;  inspectors  of  factories 
and  workshops,  $10,500;  State  board  of  arbitration,  $6,250.  Total, 
$27,650. 

State  board  of  ?iealih,  $:I6,457. 

In  quoting  from  the  documents  above,  and  from  the  acts  of 
the  legislature  under  which  the  several  reports  are  made,  the 
precise  language  of  the  documents  or  laws  has  be^n  usually 
followed.  Greater  accuracy  was  thus  insured,  even  if  there 
seems  an  occasional  lapse  from  purit}'  of  style. 

THE  *'NEW  JERSEY  ARCHIVES." 

The  State  of  New  York  having  sent  John  Romeyn  Brod- 
head  to  Euro}Xi  to  glean  from  foreign  archives  such  doc'uments 
as  related  to  the  early  history  of  that  State — afterwards  pub- 
lished in  10  quarto  volumes  of  '"Documents  relative  to  the 
Colonial  History  of  the  State  of  New  York '" — an  effort  was 
made  in  1844  to  secure  his  aid  in  prcxuiring  similar  records 
relating  to  New  Jerse}^  and  Governor  Daniel  Haines,  in  his 
annual  message  in  that  year,  urged  the  legislature  to  make  an 
appropriation  for  the  puipose.  Nothing  was  done,  however, 
and  similar  efforts  in  several  successive  years  were  equally 
unsuccessful.  The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  having 
been  organized  in  1845  took  the  matter  up  in  1847,  and  began 
soliciting  subscriptions   for   the   purpose.     In   1849   Henry 
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Stevens,  of  LotuIod,  was  employed  fu  iiiakc  iin  index  to  hupIi 
flncuments  in  the  British  public  offices  an  releatd  to  New 
Jersey.  In  1851  he  tmii emitted  to  the  soeiety  nine  portfolios 
containiDg  the  results  of  his  lafwrs.  Further  contributions 
of  money  were  secured  by  the  society,  and  in  1R58  there  was 
published  a  stout  octavo  volume  (pp.  xxix.  3,  5iM),  entitled 
"An  Analytical  Index  to  the  Colonial  Documents  of  New 
Jersey,  in  the  State  paper  offices  of  England,"  etc. 

In  1872  the  legislature  appropriated  $3,iX)0  to  "procure 
copies  of  colonial  documents,  {nipers.  and  minutes  of  council 
directly  referring  to  the  history  of  East  and  West  Jersey  and 
of  New  Jersey,  now  on  file  in  the  state  paper  office  in  Lon- 
don, England,"  the  work  to  \>e  done  and  the  money  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society- 
Further  appropriations  were  made  (lii3,00()  in  IH^i  and  $1,000 
in  1878)  to  carry  on  the  work  and  arrange  it  for  the  pi-ess. 
and  in  1880  the  fii-st  volume  of  the  "New  Jersey  Archives" 
was  printed.  In  1881  the  legislature  appropnated  $3,0(»0 
annually  for  three  years  to  continue  the  work;  in  1884  a  simi- 
lar appropriation  was  made;  in  1888,  $3,UOil  annually  for  five 
year.-i;  in  181*3  the  sum  of  $3,000  was  voted;  in  1897,  *1,300; 
in  1898  and  annually  since,  $3,50<)  has  been  granted  by  the 
legislature  for  the  same  pui-pose.  Fifteen  hundred  copies  of 
the  archives  are  printed,  of  which  1,00*'  are  deposited  in  the 
State  Library  and  500  are  given  to  the  Historical  Soeiety  as 
compensation  for  its  services  iu  furnishing  material  from  its 
own  collections,  and  in  editing  {without  (wcuniary  compensa- 
tion) the  publication.  A  brief  summary  of  the  contents  of 
ifae  New  Jersey  Archives  follows: 


Vol.  I.    1631-1687.    The  Diiteh,  Swedish,  and  English  settlements. 

Grants  for  New  Jersey,  from  llie  iirij:iriHlH  in  the  Xcw  .leraey  Ilia- 

tQcical  Society.    Documents  from  England  and  elaewbere.     1^80. 

8vo.    Pp.  xitiii,  666. 
Vol.  U.    1687-1703.    The  government  of  East  Jersey  and  of  West 

Jereey.     1881.    8vo.     Pp.  xxi,  5.Mi. 
Vol.  111.     Administrations  of  Lord  Comb ury,  Lird  Lovelace,  Roy&l 

Governors,  of  LieuIenan^Gove^nor  Ingolilsby,  170a-170H.      188L 

8vo.    Pp.  xiii,  513. 
Vol.  IV.     Administrations  of  (Jovemor  Robert  Hunter  and  President 

Lsvia  Morris,  1TD0-1T2O.    1882.    8vo.    Pp.  zv,  404. 
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Vol.  V.  Administrations  of  Governor  William  Burnet,  Governor 
John  Montgomerie,  President  Lewis  Morris,  Governor  William 
C<jsby,  President  John  Andei^on,  and  President  John  Hamilton, 
1720-1737.     1882.     8vo.     Pp.  xvi,  520. 

From  1703  to  1737  New  Jersey  and  New  York  had  been 
under  the  same  governors  who,  however,  received  separate 
commissions  for  each  province.  In  1737  the  King  granted  a 
petition  for  a  separate  governor  for  New  Jersey,  and  appointed 
Lewis  Morris. 

Vol.  VI.  Administrations  of  Governor  Lewis  Morris,  President  John 
Hamilton,  and  President  John  Reading,  1738-1747.  1882.  8vo. 
Pp.  xvi,  482. 

Vol.  VII.  Administration  of  Governor  Jonathan  Belcher,  1747-1751. 
188:1     8vo. .  Pp.  xvi,  6()S. 

Vol.  Vlll.     Adnrinistrationof  Governor  Jonathan  Belcher,  1761-1757. 

1885.  8vo.     Pp.  (2),  xix  (3),  299  (3),  2^5. 

Vol.  IX.  Administrations  of  President  John  Reading,  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Thomas  Pownall,  Governor  Francis  Bernard,  (? ovemor  Thomas 
Boone,  Governor  Josiah  Hardy,  and  (iovemor  William  Franklin, 
1757-1767.     1885.     8vo.     Pp.  (2),  xxi,  656. 

Vol.  X.  Administration  of  (iovernor  William   Franklin,   1767-1776. 

1886.  8vo.     Pp.  (2),  XX,  748. 

General  index  to  Vols.  1-X.     1888.     8vo.     Pp.  (4),  198. 

Vol.  XI.  Some  account  of  American  newspapers,  particularly  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  and  li])rarie8  in  which  they  may  be  found:  I. 
Alaliiima-Maryland.  11.  F^xtracts  from  American  newspapers  relat- 
ing to  New  Jersey,  Vol.  I,  1704-1739.  1894.  8vo.  Pp.  cxxvi,  (2), 
623. 

Vol.  XII.  Same.  Part  II.  Massachusetts,  Pp.  <!xxvii-ccxlviii.  Ex- 
tracts, et<'..  Vol.  II,  1740-1750.     Pj).  (2),  729.     1895. 

Vol.  XIII.  Journal  of  the  Governor  and  CVnmcil.  Vol.  I,  1682-1714. 
1890.  8vo.  Pp.  xi,  580.  (Journal  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
East  Jersey,  1682-1703,  from  the  original  manuscript  volume  in  the 
State  library.  Journal  of  the  ( Jovernor  and  Council  of  New  Jersey, 
1703-1714,  from  contemporaneous  manuscript  copies  in  the  public 
record  office,  London,  England. ) 

Vol.  XIV.  Journal  of  the  governor  and  council  of  New  Jersey. 
Vol.  II,  1715-1738.     1890.     8vo.     Pp.  ix,  567. 

Vol.  XV.     Same.     Vol.  Ill,  1738-1748.     1891.     8vo.     Pp.     vii,  656. 

Vol.  XVI.     Same.     Vol.  IV,  1748-1755.     1891.     8vo.     Pp.  (4),  596. 

Vol.  XVII.     Same.     Vol.  V,  1756-1768.     1892.     8vo.     Pp.  (4),  538. 

Vol.  XVIII.     Same.     Vol.  VI,  1769-1775.    1893.    8vo.     Pp.  (4),58L 

Vol.  XIX.  I.  Some  account  of  American  newspapers,  and  libraries 
in  which  they  may  be  found.  Part  III,  Michigan,  New  Hampshire. 
II.  Extracts  from  American  newspapers  relating  to  New  Jersey. 
Vol.  Ill,  1751-1755.     1897.     8vo.     Pp.  Ixxviii  (2),  614. 
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Vol.  XXI.     (.'alen'lar  of  rei'updB  in  the  ofllre  of  the  secretary  of  state, 

ltHM-1703.     (Prejiare-i  f>y  B.  Fernow.)     lH9fi.     8vo.      Pp.  xii  (2), 

770.      UnJcx.  pp,  685-770.) 
Vol.  XXll.     Hietorirail  iiitroihu'tion  tm  the  early  murnage  kwa  of 

New  Jersey,  anci  the  precwients  on  which  they  were  foumiecl,  pp. 

vii-csxvi.     Index  to  inarri^e  boiuls  and  niarriftue  records  in  the 

office  of  the  aecretary  of  state,  pp.  i-4(>li.     Other  marriage  rewinls, 

phtln'hes.  Friends'   ineetin)(s,  and  i^iinty  plerka'  ofhcea,  to   1800. 

pp.  467-678.     1900.     ( Publiahe-i  in  190.3. )    8vo.    Pp.  sii.  vii-cxxvi. 

67B. 
Vol.  XXIII.     HiBlorii»l  Introduction  on  the  Early  TeBtamentaryI.a»H 

and  Customs  "f  Xe«- Jersey.  lii7ii-ia9S,  pp.  ix-lxxxix.    Calendar  of 

New  Jerwy  Wills.     Vol.  I,  1670-1730.     (Prepared  by  B.  Fernow.) 

1901.     (To  be  published  in  Uetober,  IIKW. )     8vd.     Pp.  Isxix,  530. 

Index,  pp.  531-662. 
Vol.  XXIV.     Xewapaj^r  Extracia,   etc.,  Vol.   V,  1762-1765.     1902. 

(To  be  publishe<i  in  November.  1904.)    8vo.    Pp.  xi,  745. 
Vol,  XXV.    Newspajwr  Extracts,  el*.,  Vol.  VI,  1766-1767.     1903. 

8to.     Pp.  X,  528  +  index.      (Not  published.) 
Vol.  XXVI.     Newspaper  Exirarls,  etc..  Vol.  VII,  1788-1769.     8to. 

Pp.  x,5fl3+index.     (Not  piiMished.) 
VoLXXVII.     NeBspiperExtrat^te,  eUT.,  Vol.  VIII,  1770-1771.     (Not 

completed. ) 

Several  other  volumes  are  in  preparation  or  eontomplation. 
Vols.  I-VII  were  edited  by  William  A.  Whitehead;  Vol.  VIII 
liv  Frederick  W.  Rii'ord:  Vols.  IX-X  by  Frederick  W.  Ricord 
and  Willinni  Nelson;  Vols.  XI-XII  by  William  Nelson;  Vols. 
XIII-XV  by  Frederick  W.  Ricoi-d  and  William  Nelson; 
Vols.  XVI-XVIII  by  Frederifk  W.  Ricord;  Vols.  XJX- 
XXVII  by  William  Nelson,  who  has  prepared  the  History 
miot  American  Newspapers  in  Vols.  XI-Xll,  XIX-XX,  and 
ibe  Historical  Introductions  to  Vols.  XXII-XXIII. 


Edited  by  Gen.  William  S. 


Vol.  I.     NewBjiaper  Extracts,  r 

Stryker.     1901.     8  vo.     Pp.  vi,  l51-«14. 
Vol.  II.     S*ame,  1778.     Edit»l  by  Francis  B.  LtM.     1903.     (Tobepub- 

lished  in  the  summer  of  1904. ) 
Vol.  III.     Same,  1779.     E.lile.1  by  William  Nelson.     (In  press.) 
Vol.  IV.     Same,  1780,     Edilei!  by  Francis  B.  I-ee.     ( In  preparation. ) 

Other  volumes  are  planned,  completing  the  series  of  News- 
tajper  Extracts  to  the  close  of  the  Revolution;  also  embracing 
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correspondence  and  rare  documents  relating  to  the  history  of 
New  Jei-sey  during  the  Revolution,  and  perhaps  to  the  close 
of  the  Continental  Confederation. 

A  third  series  has  been  mooted,  to  embrace  documents  from 
1789  to  1800. 

PROPRIETARY  RECORDS  AT  PERTH  AMBOY  AND  AT  BURLINGTON. 

The  patent  of  New  Jersey,  from  Charles  II  to  his  brother, 
James,  Duke  of  York,  conveyed  not  only  the  title  to  the  soil 
but  the  right  of  government.  By  sundry  mesne  conveyances 
the  title  and  sovereignty  became  vested,  as  to  East  Jersey,  in 
twelve,  and  later  twenty-four,  proprietors,  whose  grantees  to 
this  day  are  known  us  the  Board  of  Proprietors  of  f^st  Jerse}". 
West  Jersey,  in  like  manner,  passed  into  the  hands  of  private 
owners.  Mu'ch  of  the  territory  came  into  the  ownership  of 
the  Council  of  Proprietors  of  West  Jersey.  The  rights  of 
government  were  surrendered  by  the  proprietors  of  both 
provinces  to  Queen  Anne  in  1702.  The  title  to  the  soil,  so 
far  as  unappropriated,  remained  in  the  proprietors.  The 
records  of  the  proprietors  of  East  Jersey  are  preserved  at 
Perth  Ambov.  It  is  doubtful  if  there  is  another  real-e^state 
corporation  in  America  with  records  in  an  uninterrupted  series 
from  lOGt)  to  1904.  Tlie  West  Jersey  records,  at  Burlington, 
extend  from  1676  to  date.  These  records  include  minutes  of 
the  proprietors  in  the  respective  provinces  or  divisions,  war- 
rants for  unlocated  lands,  and  surveys  of  the  same.  But  in 
addition  to  these  formal  matters  there  have  accumulated  in 
these  offices  a  great  mass  of  miscellaneous  records  and  docu- 
ments covering  a  wide  range — official,  personal,  religious,  etc. 
Many  documents  brouglit  by  the  first  settlers  from  England 
and  Scotland  have  drifted  into  these  offices. 

A  calendar  of  the  records  in  these  two  offices  is  a  great 
desideratum  for  historical  students.  The  Public  Record  Com- 
mission of  New  Jersey  hopes  to  secure  and  to  publish  such 
an  analytical  and  descriptive  index  some  day. 

SOME   LOCAL   RECORDS. 

At  Woodbury,  the  county  seat  of  Gloucester  County,  is 
an  extraordinarily  rich  collection  of  early  count}^  court,  and 
nmnicipal  records,  extending  back  to  about  1676. 
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Middletown,  Monmouth  County,  has  its  original  Town 
Book,  IGHo.     It  wa8  printed  some  years  ago. 

Elizabeth  has  a  verv  earlv  Town  Hook. 

Newark  has  town  records  from  IGHO;  the  original  lKK)k  is 
not  known  to  exist,  but  it  was  copied  in  1775,  and  this  is  the 
oldest  volume  in  the  iK)ssession  of  the  city.  Another  Town 
Book,  begun  in  1692,  containing  records  of  wills,  some  con- 
veyances, and  other  entries,  is  in  the  possession  of  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society. 

Woodbridge  has  town  records,  marriage  records,  et(;,  from 
1<UJ5. 

In  the  officeof  theclerk  of  Middlesex  (bounty,  at  New  Bruns- 
wick, are  some  town  and  otlu^r  records  extending  back  into 
the  seventeenth  century. 

Essex  Countv  has  no  records  known  to  the  writer  older 
than  some  court  minutes  (from  1709)  and  road  returns  from 
1698. 

The  writer  i)ul)lished  a  description  of  the  records  in  the 
Ifergen  Count}-  court-house  at  Ilackensack  in  proceedings  of 
the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  second  series.  Vol.  HI, 
1874. 

A  detailed  account  of  the  records  in  the  older  counties 
would  be  of  gr(»at  interest  and  value. 

'*  Church  Records  in  New  Jersey  '"  is  the  title  of  a  pamphlet 
of  32  pages,  published  by  the  writer  in  19()4,  giving  a  brief 
account  of  the  records  of  about  180  churches  and  Friends' 
meetings  in  New  Jersey,  particularly  before  1800;  what  they 
include,  where  they  may  be  found,  and  where  and  when  they 
have  been  printed,  if  at  all,  with  notes  of  many  church 
charters.  Being  in  the  nature  of  a  first  attempt  it  is  neces- 
sarily imperfect,  but  will  form  the  basis  of  a  more  accurate 
work. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  ARCHIVES  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 


By  Clabbnck  S.  Briuhah, 
ZtiTonwi  oj  tht  Rhode,  hland  Hittoriail  8ocidy. " 


ISTliimUCTION. 

hr  acfompHiiyiiiji  ivijoct,  iitt^-iDpts  to  liKt.  imd  drscrilir  all 
of  the  QianiiHtrript  aivliivps  in  tlir  pofise.ssion  of  the  8tat«>  of 
Khode  Island,  of  the  five  eoimtv  courts,  and  of  eiidi  <iity  and 
town  in  the  Slate,  The  liihor  of  roiiipiling  this  report  Un» 
Iwen  a  miieh  piTBtiir  tiislt  than  was  at  tii-st  Nupposed.  The 
ina4t'es!iib)lity  of  many  of  the  reeord«,  the  exHniinatioii  of 
Imndredsof  voluiiips  whose  lettering  on  the  lM»ck  {^ave  no  ade- 
i|iiat(i  description  of  the  eontentH  within,  the  frrpat  variety  of 
reeords  kept  by  the  townn,  r.sppt-ially  those  i nei)rptn-at(>d  in 
the  neventeenth  eentury,  and  the  time  consumed  in  vii^iiting 
jx^rsoually  the  town  offices,  some  of  which  were  8  or  III  ndtes 
from  the  nearecit  railroiid,  have  been  cogent  reasons  for  con- 
fining this  report  to  the  archives  alone.  It  had  at  first  l»ecr 
intended  to  eniuuerate  all  of  the  Stat«.  city,  and  town  printed 
material,  but  on  account  of  the  considerations  mentioned 
above  it  has  been  deemed  hewt  to  leave  such  an  enumeration 
for  some  future  time,  making  only  such  occasional  refei-ence 
to  printed  report^  as  seemed  necessary. 

The  manuscript  archives  of  the  State  of  Rhode  I.sland  prop- 
erly consist  of  the  dwuments  and  papers  in  tlie  custody  of 
the  secretary  of  state,  the  official  files  of  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  State,  ana  the  occasional  docnutent^  of  a  public 
nature  deposited  with  the  State  by  private  individuals.  The 
richness  and  value  of  this  collection  has  l>cen  much  more 
appreciated  now  that  the  documents  liually  have  been  brought 
together  under  one  roof  in  the  new  statehonse  at  Providence. 
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The  joint  select  committee  upon  the  public  archives,  ap- 
pointed in  1860  to  examine  the  public  documents  in  the  old 
statehouse,  reported  that  ''the  public  archives  of  this  State 
are  rich  in  almost  every  variety  of  rare  and  valuable  docu- 
ments, whether  for  illustrating  the  political,  municipal,  legis- 
lative, or  judicial  histor}^  of  the  State,  and  that  the  loss  of 
them,  by  whatever  moans,  either  by  fire  or  by  process  of 
decay  for  want  of  proper  care,  would  be  an  irreparable  loss." 
Conditions  have  greatly  changed  since  1860,  but  it  will  not 
be  long  before  some  of  the  departments  will  be  looking  for 
more  room  to  store  their  records,  and  as  is  generally  the  case 
the  earlier  records  will  be  placed  in  some  other  depository  to 
make  wav  for  tliose  in  later  and  current  use. 

The  suggestion  of  the  State  ro(*ord  commissioner,  Mr.  R. 
Hammett  Tilley,  is  well  worthy  of  attention  in  this  regard. 
In  such  an  office  he  says  (Report,  1898,  p.  8,  1899,  p.  6)  *'the 
records  and  papers  in  the  custod}"  of  the  secretar}^  of  state, 
and  all  court  papers  and  files,  previous  to  a  fixed  date,  could 
l>e  pro{)erly  arianged,  indexed,  and  cared  for.  Many  papers 
now  in  private  hands  would  be  placed  in  public  custody  if 
the  owners  were  certain  they^  would  be  properly  preserved 
and  made  available.  Many  public  documents  now  scattered 
in  other  departments  would  be  brought  together.  Questions 
that  now  are  asked  of  different  officials  could  be  answered  by 
one,  and  information  that  can  not  now  be  obtained  without 
much  trouble  and  expense  could,  in  most  cases,  be  promptly 
furnished."* 

No  complet^i  enumeration  of  the  printed  documents  of  the 
State  has  ever  been  made,  nor  is  it  probable  that  a  complete 
list  could  be  compiled  at  this  day.  Bowker's  State  Publica- 
tions, 18i)9,  is  ver}"  incomplete  and  contains  inaccuracies. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Bongartz  has  published  a  Check-List  of  Rhode 
Island  Laws  to  1898,  and  the  authors  of  this  report  have  pre- 
pared a  tentative  check  list  of  Rhode  Island  documents 
printed  since  1850.  This  latter,  published  in  the  report  of 
the  State  librarian  for  1903,  is  confessedly  incomplete. 

The  court  records  of  the  State  consist  of  the  various  docu- 
ments in  possession  of  the  five  county  courts  of  the  State — 
the  Bristol  County  court-house  at  Bristol,  the  Kent  County 
court-house  at  E^t  Greenwich,  the  Newport  County  court- 
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bourse  at  Newport,  the  Providence  County  court-nonsu  at 
Pfovidence,  and  the  Washington  Comity  court-house  at 
Kingston.  These  records  are  nearly  all  in  good  condition 
and  well  cared  for,  although  souie  of  the  offices  require  more 
ample  quarters  for  their  rapidly  accumulating  i-ecords.  The 
earlier  records  of  these  offit^es  contain  many  pints,  deposi- 
tions, deeds,  etc..  tiled  with  petition.^,  which  are  of  great 
(value. 
The  records  of  the  twelve  district  courts  of  the  State,  which 
are  not  enumemted  in  this  report,  might  properly  be  raen- 
tionetl  in  this  place.  These  courts  were  e$tabli>«hed  in  1886. 
According  to  statute  law  they  "have  the  custody  of  all  the 
records,  books,  and  papers  of  the  several  justice  courts  here- 
tofore established  within  their  respective  judicial  districts." 

The  town  rei-ords  consist  of  the  various  archives  in  the 
jwssession  of  the  thirty-three  towns  and  five  cities  of  the  State. 
The  great  variety  of  these  records  is  explainable  from  the  fact 
that  at  the  present  day  a  town  clerk  is  supposed  to  keep  about 
two  down  different  kinds  of  record  Vx)oks,  and  the  law  in  re- 
gard to  the  method  of  keeping  the  recoi-ds  has  been  constantly 
changing  for  the  last  two  hundred  and  fifty  years.  The  con- 
dition of  the  town  records  throughout  the  State  is  on  the 
whole  very  good.  Comparatively  few  of  the  volumes  have 
been  lost  or  destroyed,  although  unfortunately  the  same  state- 
ment can  not  be  made  as  to  the  miscellaneous  papers  and  docu. 
meats,  such  as  original  petitions,  letters,  tax  lists,  etc.  There 
is,  however,  a  far  keener  appi-eciation  to-day  of  the  value  of 
the  early  records  than  there  waa  a  decade  or  two  ago,  a  con- 
dition of  affairs  undoubtedly  brought  about  by  the  excellent 
work  of  the  State  record  commissioner.  In  many  of  the  towns 
the  earliest  volumes  have  been  preserved  and  rebound  by  the 
Emery  process.  North  Kingston,  Newport,  Bristol,  and 
Westerly  having  done  especially  well  in  this  direction. 

Only  one  or  two  of  the  towns  are  to-day  without  some  sort 
of  fireproof  receptacles  for  the  records,  and  there  seems  to  be 
a  growing  desire  on  the  part  of  town  councils  to  provide  more 
safe  and  ample  accomniodntious  for  the  records  of  their  respec- 
tive towns.  The  Massachusetts  statute  regarding  the  preser- 
vation of  records  is  worth  <|uoting  in  this  place,  as  there  ih  uo 
H.  Doc  745.  68-a— vol  1 35 
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reason  why  u  similar  law  .should  not  be  in  force  in  Rhode 
Island: 

Every  officer  or  lx)ard  in  ehargt?  of  a  State  department,  boanl  of  county 
commissioners,  city  government,  and  l)oard  of  selectmen  shall,  at  the 
expense  of  the  commonwealth,  county,  city,  or  town,  provide  and  maintain 
fireproof  rooms,  waft^s,  and  vaults,  for  the  keeping  a.s  aforesaid  of  the  puhlic 
records  of  their  department,  county,  city,  or  town,  other  than  the  puhlic 
records  in  the  custody  of  the  teachers  in  the  puhlicr  ^school«,  and  shall 
hereafter  furnish  for  such  rooms  only  tittings  of  noncomhustible  material. 

A  bibliogmphy  of  town  documents,  as  well  as  of  State 
documents,  would  be  of  considemble  value,  although  a  task 
of  more  difficulty  on  account  of  the  greater  inaccessibility  of 
the  material.  Ver\'  few  of  the  towns  have  complete  sets  of 
their  own  documents,  such  as  tax  books  and  school  reports, 
and  the  only  collection  that  approaches  completion  is  in  the 
libmrv  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Societv.  The  State 
library  has  a  fairly  good  set  of  the  tax  books  and  there  are  par- 
tial sets  in  the  Rider  collection  in  Brown  University,  in  the 
Westerly  pulilic  libmrv,  and  in  private  hands.  In  the  office  of 
the  State  board  of  education  there  is  a  set  of  the  school  reports 
of  the  various  towns  from  1874  to  dat^.  In  the  present  report 
the  attempt  is  made  to  list  the  printed  tax  books  and  school 
reports  of  the  towns  and  all  of  the  collections  mentioned 
above  have  been  consulted  to  that  end.    . 

There  has  been  no  attempt  in  the  report  on  town  records  to 
list  any  records  outside  of  the  town  clerk's  office.  There  are 
undoubtedly  many  records  of  scliool  boards,  justices  of  the 
peace,  etc.,  which  are  scattered  around  in  private  hands, 
which  it  would  be  manifestly  impossible  to  enumerate.  It 
should  ]>e  borne  in  mind  that  the  material  for  this  report  wius 
mostly  gathered  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1TO3  and  that 
the  constant  reference  to  records  as  coming  '"to  date'"  means 
to  the  close  of  the  vear  11)03. 

Acknowledgment  is  hereby  made  to  all  of  the  various  State 
and  town  officials  who  have  so  kindlv  extended  to  us  the 
courtesies  of  their  offices.  To  Mr.  William  Jones,  Ph.  D., 
instructor  in  historv  in  Brown  Universitv,  who  has  been  of 
great  assistance  to  me,  particularly  in  the  compilation  of  ma- 
terial on  the  court  records,  acknowledgment  is  especially  due. 
To  Frank  Greene  Bates,  Ph.  1).,  professor  of  histor3'^at  Alfred 
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UniverBity,  and  formerly  State  librarian  of  Khnde  I.'sland.  is 
due  the  coiupilatioti  of  the  latter  part  of  the  luatcrial  on  the 
State  archives.  The  State  record  lommisH loner,  Mr.  K. 
Hammett  Tilley,  has  aided  me  with  many  kind  suftgeations. 

STATE  ARCHIVES. 

In  thiH  report  the  State  archives  are  gixjuped,  first,  under 
thi*  respeetivo  offices  where  they  arc  deposited,  and,  secondly, 
by  subject.  Most  of  the  archives  at  the  statehouse,  for  vari- 
■ous  reasons,  are  in  the  custody  of  the  secretary  of  state.  The 
early  corporate  character  of  the  colony  led  natui^tlly  to  the 
makinjr  of  the  secretary  of  the  corporation,  or  the  "general 
pecoi"dcr,"  the  custodian  of  the  records,  hooks,  and  papers  of 
the  colony.  As  the  various  departments  of  the  government 
■were  created  they  were  supposed  to  keep  their  own  records 
in  their  respective  offices,  but  all  records  not  distinctly  belong- 
ing to  any  one  office  were  still  deposited  with  the  secretary. 
The  secretary's  office,  the  only  office  that  has  continuously 
been  located  at  the  statehouse,  ha.-*  accoixiingly  from  time  to 
time  been  made  the  repository  of  papers  relating  to  other 
dopartments,  and  contains  the  largest  and  most  valuable  por- 
tion of  the  archives  of  the  State.  The  removal  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  government  to  the  new  statehouse  is  so  recent 
tbat  the  work  of  arranging  the  archives  in  their  final  resting 
place  is  not  yet  couiplete.  In  this  report  the  archives  are 
given  a  general  classification  by  .-jubject,  although  their 
arrangement  upon  the  shelves  docs  not  follow  the  same  plan. 
The  papers  are'grouped  under  the  following  heads: 
M  Secretary  of  alate's  olficij; 
Statutes. 
General  afieembly — 

Proceeiliii(fa. 

Senate  joumale. 

UouBe  jouruitlH. 

Et^purts  of  committeee. 

Petitions. 

Bills. 

Chartere,  etc. 

Mi».-ellatieoui<. 
Treaanrer  ami  fiuandal. 
Vital  records.' 
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Secretary  of  state's  office — Continued. 

Law  and  equity  cases. 

Governor  and  council. 

Boundaries. 

Census. 

Constitutions. 

Admiralty  and  maritime. 

Military. 

Notary  public. 

Letters. 

Miscellaneous. 
General  treasurer's  office. 
Auditor's  office. 
Board  of  education. 
Adjutant  general. 
Board  of  charities  and  corrections. 
Railroad  commissioner. 
Board  of  agriculture. 
Board  of  health. 

SECRETARY   OF   STATE's  OFFICE. 

STATUTES. 

Of  the  manuscripts  relating  to  the  various  revisions  of  the 
laws  are  the  following: 

Body  of  laws  of  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island  1663-1705.     (The  first 

compilation  of  the  laws.     Printed  for  the  first  time  in  1896,  with  a 

historical  introduction  by  Sidney  8.  Rider. ) 
Records  of  the  committee  apiwir.ted  by  the  general  assembly,  to  which 

were  referre<l  the  Revised  Code  of  the  Public  Laws,  1857. 
Act  comprising  the  general  statutes  of  Rhode  Island  as  passed  1872. 
Original  copy  of  the  public  statutes  of  Rhode  Island,  1882,  ss  passed 

by  the  general  assembly.  • 

Original  copy  of  the  general  laws  of  1896  as  passetl  by  the  general 

assembly. 

general  assembly. 
Proceedlvgs: 

Reconls  of  the  general  assembly  to  1851,  29  volumes.  (Volumes  1-13 
of  this  series  form  the  basis  of  Bartlett's  Rhode  Island  Colonial 
Records.)  The  first  volume  is  lettered:  "Rhode  Island  Colony 
Records,  164()-1069." 

This  volume  cunUiins  inemorant'.ums  of  transfers  of  lands,  of  land  bounda- 
rie-M,  town  gmnis  to  individuals,  i»a>cot?(lintfs  of  the  court  of  trials,  and  after 
1656  only  the  records  oi  the  general  assembly  an«l  of  the  court  of  trials.  Under  • 
a  resolution  of  the  genenil  assembly  in  January,  18*24,  a  transcript  of  the  above 
book  was  made  and  is  arranged  with  the  other  volumes  of  the  series  in  the 
archives.  It  is  lettered:  "Ancient  Records  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island 
and  l*rovidence  Plantations  from  the  First  .Settlement  on  the  Island  of  Aquid- 
neck  in  the  year  IChia  to  1G70.  Copied  from  the  originals  by  Charles  Gyles,  of 
Newport." 


2. 

1671-1686. 

3. 

1686-1715. 

4. 

1715-1729. 

5. 

1729-1746. 

6. 

1746-1757. 

• 

1758-1762. 

8. 

1762-1772. 

9. 

1772-1777. 

10. 

1777-1779. 

11. 

1779-1781. 

12. 

1781-1785. 

13. 

1785-1791. 

14. 

1791-179(5. 

15. 

1796-1801. 
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Proceedings — Continued. 

The  other  volumes,  unnumbered  but  bearing  dates,  follow  in  this 
order: 

16.  1801-1805. 

17.  1806-1809. 

18.  1809-1814. 

19.  1814-1817. 

20.  1817-1820. 

21.  1820-1824. 

22.  1824-1828. 

23.  182^^832. 

24.  1832-1835. 

25.  1835-1838. 

26.  1838-1841. 

27.  1841-1844. 

28.  1844-1848. 

29.  1848-1851. 

(AlthouKh  volume  3  Is  lettered  ir.86-1715,  the  records  from  October,  1690,  to 
July,  169.'>.  with  the  exception  of  AuKUst,  1692,  and  also  from  March,  1697,  to 
May,  1698,  are  missing.  There  are,  of  course,  no  records  for  1687  and  1688, 
daring  which  years  the  colony  was  under  the  Andros  rule.  See  Schedules, 
January,  1827,  p.  30;  January,  1828,  p.  8.) 

Proceedings  of  the  general  assembly  of  Rhode  Island. 
Vol.  1.  1649-1670. 
Vol.  2.  1671-1699. 
Vol.  3.  1700-1710. 
Vol.  4.  1711-1721. 

(This  is  an  incomplete  file  of  the  manuscript  schedules  of  the  general 
assembly.) 

Acts  and  resolves: 

The  acts  and  resolves  of  the  general  assembly  were  until  a  late  day 
copie<l  on  loose  sheets  of  paper  and  at  some  sul^sequent  date  collected 
in  scrap-book  fonn.  This  set  of  121  volumes  contains  the  acts  and 
resolves  of  the  general  assembly  from  1728  to  date.  They  are 
variously  lettered  **Acts  and  Resolutions,*'  **Acts  and  Resolves," 
and  ** Public  Acts  and  Resolutions." 

There  is  also  an  odd  volume  of  Acts  and  Resolves  containing  cer- 
tain acts  of  the  year  1838. 

.Senate  and  house  journals: 

Journals  of  the  senate,  1733-1894.     34  vols. 

Journals  of  the  house  of  representatives,  1722-1891.    57  vols. 

The  more  recent  journals  of  the  senate  and  house  are  not  yet 
filed  with  the  archives,  but  are  in  the  custody  of  the  clerks  of  the 
two  houses. 
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Reports  of  t^oinmittees: 

Re|K>rte  of  committeee  to  the  general  a<«ieinbly,  1728-1860.     15  vols. 

1.  1728-1750.  ».  1831-1837. 

2.  1751-17C>5.  10.  1837-1842. 

3.  1760-1778.  11.  1843-1846. 

4.  1778-1788.  •  12.  1847-1852. 

5.  1788-1800.  13.  1853-1857. 

6.  1801-1809.  14.  1858-1860. 

7.  1810-1817.  15.  Index. 

8.  1818-18;^. 

About  250  tilinjf  boxes  of  original  reports  to  tlie  general  assembly  and 
miscellaneous  pajwrs,  1840  to  date.  These  jmpers  are  at  present 
somewhat  inaccessible,  until  the  completion  of  the  furnishing  of 
the  room  when*  they  are  st<»re<l. 
Testimony  l)efore  a  committee  of  the  senate  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  api)ointe<l  to  investigate  frauds  in  elections,  February,  1865. 
Petitions: 

Petitions  to  the  Rhode  Island  general  assembly,  1725-1860,  73  vole. 
Index  to  petitions  to  the  general  assembly,  1801-1848,  3  vols. 
Rills: 

Engrossed  bills,  ia57-1897,  19  vols. 
Engrossed  judiciary  act,  1893. 
Record  of  bills  intro<luced,  1884-1889,  1  vol. 

Calendar  of  bills,  house  of  representatives,  May,  1888,  to  March,  1894. 
Charters,  etc.: 

Charters  of  incorporation  grante<l  by  the  general  ass<mibly,  1790-1901, 

70  vols. 
C(^rtificates  of  organization  of  corjKirations  returned  to  the  secretary  of 
state. 

Vol.  1.  1865-1898. 
Vol.  2.  1898  to  date. 
Record  of  certificates  of  incorporation  of  companies  under  chapter 

1200  of  the  public  laws,  189:^1895. 
Certilicates  of  incorporation  of  business  corporations  under  the  general 
law. 

Vol.  1.  1896-1902. 
Vol.  2.  1902  to  date. 
Certificates  of  incorporation  of  literary,  etc.,  corix)rations  incori)orate<l 
under  the  general  laws. 
Vol.  1.  1896-1902. 
Vol.  2.  1902  to  date. 
Certificates  of  incorporation  of  Roman  Catholic!  chun^hes  under  the 
general  law. 
Miscellaneous: 

Grand  committee  procee<lings,  May  26,  1893. 
Record  of  attendance,  senators,  UH)1  to  date. 
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I'ThetreaBUPer'aaixioiiiiteof  the  colony  of  Rhmle  Island  luiil  Proviilence  Plan- 

tatinus,  1672.     (CotitainH  the  Kt^neral  treaaurer's  ai'fouiiUi,  lt!T2-lTll.) 
■  Volitine  with  lettering  illegible.     (Contains  general  treBHurer's  ac'coiinta, 

ri2-1731,  followed  by  Btiditor'w  reports  from  173?  to  1812.) 
B-Thc   general  trea^uivr's  waste  Ixiok.     (ContAinin^  general    treamirer'g 

aciTOunts,  1733-1739). 
P  Treawiry  Hay  Ixiok.     (Containing  t^t^eral  treasurer' s account«,  1745-1766.) 
Alaplmlielicfll  liook.  No.  6, 1781.     (Containing general  treasiirer'Baii'oiint*, 

lTfil-17M0.) 
Ke<»nl  of  rertilicateif  or  notes  Hgai  net  Rhode  Island  iesiied  for  debts  inciirreil 

in  the  Ecvoltition.     (Gives  liolder't)  iianie  ami  aliHtract  of  nature  of 

clwm,  whether  (or  servitv  or  otherwise. ) 
JUctyiHe  of  the  rate  estimate  committee  appointed  by  the  general  aweinblv, 

lft55. 
Book  of  deecriplJona  of  notes  on  which  the  State  has  paid  a  part  under  art 

of  June,  17m. 
State  valuation,  1855.     (CoatAiuB  valuation  tictii  of  the  city  of  Providence 

niiule  out  by  the  State  coinnii«iion.) 
Seport  ot  the  registere<l  State  debt  with  certificates,  1849.     (Containa  also 

8ket(!h  ot  the  higtory  of  the  State  debt  as  prepared  by  the  committee, ) 

ixter  of  certilicates  issued  in  exchange  for  the  debt  of  this  State,  in 

conformity  with  an  act  passed  by  the  general  aMiembly,  June,  1707. 
Book  containing  liet  of  bankK.  ItKH,  list  of  cbartercil  companieM  (niiliiary ), 

1741-1843. 

BubEcriiiem  to  the  stock  of  i*rt«in  linnkf,  9  vols,  18.W-1KM. 
Bnndle,  antiunts  of  collectors  of  iiiipnstH,  ITW5. 
Recoril  ot  mortgages,  deeds,  or  boniis  given  to  the  KtaU-  an  sei'iirily  for 

einissioDS  of  pajier. 
Acinuntsof  the  wdony  of  Bhoile  Island  willi  ftirharil  1'ariridgi',  colonial 

agent  in  England,  171fv-174B. 
Bundle  of  papers  relating  to  surplus  revenue  deposilnl  with  Imnkii,  1836- 

1843. 
Fines  and  recoveries,  1728-1750,  1  vol. 
Treiunirer'H  [laper  money  account  iMxtk,  1728-1762,  I  vol. 
£gtiinatee  of  damages  retxived  in  the  rinta  of  17S5. 
-Begister  of  claims  arising  tr">in  holders  of  notee  or  cerliliiates,  I7!t5-lS14. 


IS  of  births,  marriages,  and  dentbs,  1852  to  date,  45  vols.     (Theeeare 
returns  from  the  Uiwu  and  city  clerks,  giving  the  name  of  and 
■a  r^arding  persouB  l>om,  married,  or  deceased  in  every  town  in 
the  St«t«  from  1852  to  date. ) 
Index  ot  Krths,  IS^2  to  dat*>,  8  vols. 
Index  of  marriages,  1852  to  date,  4  vols. 
I  Index  of  deaths,  1852  to  date,  5  vols. 


Bonn)  onioiiU 
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LAW    AXI)    Et^riTY    CABES. 

Rhcxle  Island  law  ciises,  12  voIh.     (Containfl  principally  appeals  from  the 

inferior  c<nirts  or  the  Hupreuie  court  of  judicature  to  the  general  assembly, 

1725-1740,  1780-1799.) 
Recx)rd8  of  judgments  of  court  of  e(]|uity  create<l  l>y  special  act  September 

8,1741.     1741-1743.     ( ('on tains  judgments  rendere<l.) 
Cases  in  ecjuity,  1741-1743,  H  vols.     (Contains  pa^vers  in  cases  appiealed  to 

the  general  assembly  from  the  supreme  court  of  judicature.) 

GOVERNOR    AND   C'OrNCIL. 

Governor  an<l  council,  1667-1753.  "The  Booke  of  Records  Containing 
the  Acts  and  Orders  ma<le  bv  the  (lovernor  and  Council  both  General 
and  Perticular  since  the  lirst  of  May,  lti67.*' 

Records  of  fines  and  recoveries  under  act  of  the  general  assembly  for 
** docking"  and  cutting  off  estates  tail,  1727-1750. 

General  council,  probate  records,  1798-1806.  (Containing  proceedings  of 
the  general  council  sitting  as  supreme  onlinary  and  judge  of  probate. 
The  council  sitting  in  this  capacity  also  (»alle<l  ** Supreme  court  of  pro- 
bate.") 

General  council.  1756-1772.  (Contains  acts  of  general  council,  composed 
of  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  assistants,  on  probate  appeals  from 
town  councils.     The  council  also  acted  as  a  council  of  war,  1755-1762.) 

Bundle  of  probate  i)ai)er8,  being  paj^ers  in  cases  apjxjaled  to  the  Governor 
and  council. 

BOUNDARIES. 

Rhode  Islan<l  and  Massachusetts  boundary  commission,  1741.  Copy  of  a 
volume  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  of  New  York,  cH^ntaining 
the  records  of  the  court  of  commisssoners  for  determining  the  boundarj* 
l)etween  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  Presente<l  to  tbe  State  of 
Rhode  Island  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  New 
York,  March,  1849. 

Massachusetts  and  Rho<le  Island  lx>undary  documents,  2  vols. 
Vol.  1.   166(>-1769. 
Vol.  2.   1770-1842. 

Rhode  Island  and  MaK«achusetts  iKumdary  line.  (Contains  proceedings  of 
the  commissioners  for  settling  the  eastern  l>oundary  between  Rhixie 
Island  and  Massachusetts  Bay.  Copied  from  the  original  reconi  pre- 
serveil  in  the  State  paper  office,  Ivondon,  1845.) 

Field  notes  on  the  survey  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  made  by  James 
Stevens,  1819. 

Threi*  buiulles  of  plats  of  State  Iwundaries. 

One  bundle  of  plats  of  town  boundaries  and  highway  layouts. 

Portfolio  of  j)lats  of  highway  lay(>uts,  turnpikes,  dividing  lines,  etc.,  17113- 
1835  (45  plats). 

Divisions  of  towns,  1728-1842.  (Contains  i>apers  relating  to  di^daions  of 
towns  either  accomj)lished  or  pro|K)S(Ml.) 

Bundle  of  copies  of  i)lat8  of  early  divisions  of  land  in  AVarwick. 

Plat  of  the  Seekonk  River. 


AROHrviW    OF   RHODI!   rsLAND. 
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OesBUfl  nt  the  cnlnny  o(  Rhode  IbIoikI,  1774.     (Printed  in  185S,  t^ited  by 

J.  R.  Bartlult.) 
OnniaoC  Rhode  Iitlaiul.  1776.     (Portfolio  (n^ntaining  the  original  enumer- 
ators' M'iiedulra  of  the  census  ordered  1776.    Completcl  April,  1777.) 
CentHiB  of  1870,  12  vtila.     (Original  eimmeralors'  si^hedalee, ) 
Census  of  1875,  20  vole.     (Original  eDUiDerators'  FU'hedulea.) 
CensQS  of  1885,  16  vols.     (Ori^nul  eDumeratont'  t<che<lule8. ) 
Oenens  of  1885.     ( Tlie  original  retiirnH,  tied  up  in  bundles,  are  in  the  office 
of  the  commissioner  of  industrial  statiBtics,    They  have  not  aw  yi't  been 
tranacribed  into  volumes. ) 

The  censuHeH  tnr  1782,  IB-W,  1860,  Hud  1866  are  deptailed  with  the 
Rh'xie  Island  Hisloriiail  SofieCy, 


'Papers  relating  to  th^  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
(Coutune  votew  in  tbe  towns  with  referent*  to  the  aduptjon  of  the  Con- 
etitution.  Inftmctions  to  town  delegates.  Papers  relating  to  adoption 
by  other  l-ltates.  Mlnates  of  the  constitutional  convention  of  Rhode 
Island.     Miscellaneous  papera.) 

Constitution  of  the  United  Btales  with  ratification  by  the  State  of  Rhode 
Inland  with  Ku)q;e8t«ii  amend itients. 

Jnnmal  of  the  constitutional  convention  held  at  viewport,  1824. 

Joomal  of  l)ie  constitutional  convention,  Novemlier,  1841. 

Constitutions,  1841-12.  (ContainH  papers  and  proceLHlingH  upon  tlie  con- 
stitutions of  1841  and  im2.) 


NoTK. — The  following  is  a  suaimary  of  the  iniji-  irtant  ln«-H  rcpaniinp 
courts  of  admiralty  in  the  i»lony: 

The  general  assembly,  .lanuary  7,  16fl6,  e«tabliKheil  Ihe  general 
connni  of  the  colony  as  a  court  of  admiralty  {Arnold,  History  of 
Rhode  Island,  vol.  2,  p.  4H1  for  the  condemning  of  prises  and  the 
administering  of  seufaring  matters.  This  a<'t  was  annnlle<l  by  the 
English  Government  in  1704,  and  all  a<lmiralty  matters  placeil  in 
charueof  Governor  Dudley,  as  vice-a/lmiral  of  New  England  (R.  I.  Col. 
Rec.,  vol.  S,  p.  509).  The  admiralty  was  thus  placed  under  royal 
control.  In  1743  a  table  of  fees  for  the  court  of  vice-admiralty  was 
adopted  by  the  general  assembly  (R.  1.  Col.  Rcc,  5,  74).  By  an 
assembly  act  of  December  18,  17tW,  the  register  of  the  court  of  vice- 
admiralty  was  required  to  keep  a  reKisler  of  all  prieonere  of  war 
bronght  into  the  colony,  which  amendeil  (he  act  of  February,  1748, 
requiring  the  se<'retary  of  the  colony  to  keep  such  a  reRister  (Digest 
of  1767,  p.  212;  R.  I.  Col.  Rec.,  5,  241).  At  the  lw??innin(t  of  the 
Berolntion  the  afsembly  recognized  privateering,  in  conformity  with 
an  act  of  CongreHs,  ami  in  March,  1776,  established  a  priw  (Minrt 
(Schrfules,  Man-h,  177i;,  p.  :il2).  In  July.  1780,  a  new  act  establish- 
ing a  ('iinrt  of  ailmiraUy  wan  ]>asNeil,  which  n-'peakHl  the  art.  of  177(! 
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and  all  subseiiuent  actH  except  the  law  of  June,  1780,  stating  fees 
(Schedules,  July,  1780,  2(1  sesti.,  p.  9). 

In  ()cto>)er,  1784,  the  assembly  ordered  that  all  eariy  admiralty 
records,  pajHirs,  etc.,  formerly  belonging  to  the  court  of  vice-admiralty 
of  the  colony  should  }ye  delivered  by  the  executors  of  the  late  register 
of  the  court  to  the  secretary  of  state  (Schedules,  October,  1784,  p.  26; 
February,  1785,  p.  47). 

Admiralty  papers,  1726-1750,  2  vols. 
Vol.  1.  1726-1745. 
Vol.  2.   1746-1750. 
Admiralty  papers,  1740-1788.     (Comprising  9  bundles  of  miscellaneous 

admiralty  papers.) 
Admiralty  papers,  1 776-1780.    (Comprising  three  bundles  of  papers  in  prize 
cases  adjudicated  in  admiralty  courts,  with  miscellaneous  shipping  papers, 
commissions  of  privateers,  sailing  orders,  registries,  etc. ) 
Register  of  Rhode  Island  vessels,  1776-1783,  3  vols.     (Contains  registry  of 
vessels  by  intendant  of  trade. ) 
Vol.  1.  1776-1778. 
Vol.  2.  1778-1782. 
Vol.  3.  1782-1783. 
Bonds,  masters  of  vessels,  1780-1785,  3  vols.     (Contains  bonds  given  by 

masters  of  vessels  to  intendant  of  trade. ) 
Petitions  and  instructions,  letters  of  manjue,  1776-1780.     (Contains  peti- 
tions to  the  State  goven^ment  for  letters  of  marque  and  instructions  to 
privateers. ) 
Outward  entries  and  manifests,  1782-1787.     (Contains  entries  of  cargoes 

on  outward-bound  vessels. ) 
Book  of  manifests,  Providence  impost  oliice,  1785-1789,  1  vol. 

MILITAHV    PAPERS. 

French  war.     (Containing  connnunications  from  Governor  Shirley,  pro- 
ceedings of  councils  of  war,  military  returns,  replies  of  Massachusetts  to 
Governor  Shirley.) 
Papers  relating  to  the  French  war,  1740-1763. 
Minutes  of  the  council  of  war,  1776-1781. 
Vol.  1.  1776-1777. 
Vol.  2.  1777-1778. 
Vol.  3.  1778-1779. 
Vol.  4.  1779-1781. 
Military  returns,  177(5-1782.     (Contains  rolls  of  companies,  pay  abstracts, 
accounts. ) 
Vol.  1.  1776-1777. 
Vol.  2.  1778-1782. 

Vol.  3.  Not  chronologically  arranged. 
Vol.  4.  Not  chronologically  arranged. 
Vol.  5.  Not  chronologically  arranged. 
Regimental  book  of  the  Rhode  Island  Regiment,  1781.     (Contains  register 
of  leaves  of  al^sence  to  officers,  enlistments,  casualties,  deserters,  levies 
discharg(sl,  roll  of  honor,  orders,  et(!. ) 
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B  o[  deputy  niiarltirmaeter-general  under  Major-General  Sullivun, 

ivatid  peneionerB.     (Ccmlajniup  returns  (if  invalid  pcnBioner>^  officers 

who  died  in  service,  beiii);  dujilinitetJ  of  retnrna  to  the  Secretary  of  War 

Aprils.  17D0.) 
^Ktre  of  John  Waterman  Memorial  ConimiBaion,  18H5. 
Proceedings  ot  the  coiinril  of  war,  1S12-1S15. 
Book  ol  poblio  certifieatee  paid  to  soUlicrB  of  Bhoili;  Island  l.ini'.     Ralanee 

due  on  a  final  settleinent  with  thw  Unitol  States. 
Military  officers  appoint«<l    and   commissioned    liy   Governor  SpriHine, 

18ai-62. 

egister  of  persons  desiring  ]>ermite  to  lenve  the  State,  I8fl2. 
Bnndle  uiarkeil  iiiiJitary  papers,  174;(-]764.     (Contains  account:^,  mu§ter 

rolls,  elc.  17*»-17ft4.     Forms  oEconJiniBsions.) 
Bundle.     Minutes,  accounts,  etc.,  of  tbe  council  of  war,  1777-1782. 


A  liHt.  of  tlie  acts  passed  in  lefocencc  tfl  notaries  public  may 
e  of  service  in  this  place: 

1705.  October.  An  act  establishing  a  public  notary  in  the  iX)lony  for  the 
performance  of  all  matteiv  relatii^  to  the  drawin);  of  protests,  eti^,  and 
providing  that  the  general  ri'Cjjrderot  the  colony  Bll  the  position.  {R.  1. 
Col.  Bee.  iii,4.')l;  Digest  of  1745,  p.  37.) 

1761,  August.  An  act  for  erecting  and  eatabliBhing  the  office  of  a  notary 
public  in  the  town  of  Providence.  Preamble  recites  great  increase  in 
trade  of  Providenra  and  inconvenience  from  fact  that  only  officer  of  the 
kind  reddes  at  Newport.     (Digest  of  17.^3.  p.  102.) 

1792.  An  act  for  tbe  appointment  of  pubUc  notaries.  Provides  for  annnal 
appointment  of  pubUc  notary  in  each  county.  (Digeat  ot  1798,  p.  31)8.) 
122.  General  assembly  lo  appoint  as  innny  nolarifs  for  several  counties 
BS  may  seem  expedient.     Their  duties deKneil.     (Digest  of  1823,  p.  300.) 

ISHS,  May24.  Notaries  public  lo  be  ap[M)inted  by  tbe  governor.  (Acts 
and  reaolves,  January,  1893,  ch,  1189.) 

The  series  of  records  in  the  archives  begin  with  volume  4 
and  contain  powers  of  attorney,  protests,  articles  of  iippren- 
ticeship,   manifesto,    affidavits. 
Tateeitj,  and  miscelliineous  aokn 

Vol.  4  1721^1741. 

Vol.  5.  1741-1753. 

Vol.  6.  IT53-1757. 

VoL  7. 1758-17K8. 

Vol.  8.  1769^171X1. 
JSotarial  Hecord  llook^,  1S(HI-I8r>(i. 

Vol.  1.  18«0-188;i 

Vol.  2.  1S63-I866. 


documents    relating    to   pri- 
'ledguieiits: 
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LETTERS. 

In  1758  there  was  i)a.s8od  an  ''Act  for  registering  public 
letters."  (See  Digest  of  17()7,  p.  219,  where  the  mai^nal 
references  are  to  the  years  1753  and  1757).  By  this  act  all 
letters  sent  b}^  the  colony  to  its  English  agent,  or  to  other 
public  t>ersons  or  officers  were  to  be  kept  in  a  book  for  the 
purpose;  and  all  public  letters  received  by  the  colony  were  to 
be  kept  in  another  })ook.  Although  this  act  was  not  obeyed 
exacth^,  henceforth  public  letters  were  more  carefully  pre- 
served, for  the  act  was  repeated  in  subsequent  digests.  Prac- 
tically no  public  letters  previous  to  1781  have  been  preserved, 
although  there  is  frequent  reference  to  their  having  been 
received. 

Lt^tU'rs,  1731-1800,  4  voIh.     (Containing  letters  from  the  governor.) 

Vol.  1.  1781-1767. 

Vol.  2.  1768-1777. 

Vol.  3.  1778-1779. 

Vol.  4.  1780-1 80^). 
I^tterp,  1781-1849,  24  vols. 

Vol.  1.  1731-1741. 

Vol.  2.  1742-1745. 

Vol.  3.  174(5-1750. 

Vol.  4.  1750-1756. 

Vol.  5.  175(>-1758. 

Vol.  6.   1758-17^3. 

Vol.  7.  1763-1775. 

Vol.  8.  1776. 

Vol.  9.  1776-1777. 

Vol.  10.  1777. 

Vol.  11.  1777-1778. 

Vol.  12.   1778. 

Vol.  18.  1778-1779. 

Vol.  .14.  1779-1780. 

Vol.  15.  1780. 

Vol.  16.  1780-1781. 

Vol.  17.  1781-1782. 

Vol.  18.  1782-1783. 

Vol.  19.  178:5-1785. 

Vol.  20.  1785-1788. 

Vol.  21.  1 789-1 SOO. 

Vol.  22.  1801-1814. 

Vol.  28.  1815-1839. 

Vol.  24.   1840-1849. 
Letter  l)ook,  1756-1765.     (Containing  letters  to  the  governor.) 
Portfolio.     (Containing  letters  of  1773  and  1774  to  and  from  the  governor, 
including  corrt^pon^lemeat  the  removal  of  ( iovenior  Joseph  Wanton.) 
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letU-ni  U)  tilt  (pivcrTiiir,  I7iNl- 18111.    (CVintainsalw.  rui^irlof  I'l.inmi 
a  Blackstoiie  Caiial  ami  reixtrdi^  of  appointiuentK,  1S41-184G. ) 


Beronla  of  tbe  I?kn<)  of  Khude  Island.     (Contains  orif^nnl  records  uf 
Portsmouth  until  the  separation,  and  the  reconle  of  Newport  from  that 
litne  lo  Man-h  IS,  1643-44. ) 
Xdnil  eWilences,  1&4S-1721.     (CoutaiuiuglanilevidenceB  recorded  withlbti 
l^oerBl  recorder ) : 
Vol.  1.  1648-1698. 
Vol.  2.  1671-1708. 
Vol.  3.  1707-1721. 
Vol.  4.  1721-1741. 
Tones  Record,  1680.     (ContaiiiH  "Records  of  deeds  and  agreements  and 
orders,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Narrafcansett,"  1659- 
1677.     Printed  in  18M,  edited  hy  J.  N.  Arnold. ) 
Portfolio  gleanings  from  early  town  liiriory  of  Providence,     (Copies  of 
pxpers  io  MasaachuHetls,  New  York,  and  Couneetii-ut  miords  relating  to 
Rh.Mle  Inland.     17th  ivnlury.) 
Portfolio  (x>ntaining  niiHcellaneoos  lett^^mand  papers,  1762-1774.     RejiorlB 

to  general  aesumhiy,  1724. 
Uiscellaiieoufl  papers,  1728-lTI'G.     S  ^oluint^ii  and  2  porlfolioB. 
Orders  of  the  Kinft  in  council,  1734-1783.      (Contains  orders  concerning 
houndariex;  appeals  in  casee  ariaingfroni  theactaof  trade,  probate priva- 
teere,  defense,  etc.) 
ITarraganBett  Indians,  1736-1842.     (Contains  petitions,  : 

relating  to  the  Narraganselts. ) 
Pro(«edings  of  the  Congress  at  Albany,  175 
del^tatee,  minutes  of  prweedings,  plan  of  u 
Proclamationfl,  !7fi6-lB02,  2  vols. 
Bundle  of  account  tiooks,  et*-.     (Containing  e 

AldriGh,1821;  accounlsof  United  Slates  with  Thomas  Greene;  Census  of 
Providence,   1776;  money  advanced  to  officers,  1776-1782;   account  of 
losses  in  Montreal  lire,  176.1.) 
I  Portfolio.     Papers  on  Indians;  French  war;  estimate  of  t^tate  valuation, 

1767. 
[Portfolio  containing  papers  relating  to  the  loyalistH,  Augustus  Johnson, 

Martin  Howard,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Moffat. 
I   Gaspee  papers,  1772-73.     (Contains  documents  and  correspondeni-e  relat- 
ing to  die  destruction  of  the  GaHt>ee  and  the  proceedings  in  couseqoence 
thereof. ) 
I  Proceedings  of  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  1774.     (Containing  official 

record  of  the  proceeilingN. } 
I  Bundle.    Copies  of  letters  and  docunients  concerning    Rhode    Island, 

1774-1782. 
I -pour  portfolios  of  miscellaneous  drafts  of  acts,  protesti*,  letters,  deeds, 
peti^ns. 

ummissiuns  by  the  f^overnor  and  general  assembly,  1S31-1S48, 
(Gontains  lists  of  judges,  clerks  of  courts,  notaries,  justices  of  the  peace, 
military  officers,  and  miscellaneous  and  occasional  appointments. 


i,.letiers,  etc.. 


(Ojntainw  credentials  of 


(  estate  i. 
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Maaonry  and  anti-Masonry,  1833-4.  (Contains  memorials,  petitions,  cor- 
respondence, and  testimony  relating  to  the  anti-Masonic  movement.) 

Appointments  made  and  coniniis8ir)ned  by  the  governor,  1851-1858. 

Record  l)ooks  of  mortgages,  bonds,  tnistees'  proi*e(»<iings,  and  other  reoords 
relating  to  certain  railroads  in  the  State,  1852-1893,  5  vols. 

List  of  commissioners  of  Rhode  Island  in  other  States,  1865-date. 

Record  book  of  the  commissioners  api>ointe<l  and  organized  under  an  act 
passed  March  31,  1880,  to  abolish  the  trilml  authority  and  tribal  rela- 
tions of  the  Narragansett  Tril)e  of  Indians.     1880-1882. 

In  one  of  the  vaults  of  the  Secretary  of  State  i.s  a  series  of 
wooden  boxes  of  papers.  While  these  l>oxes  are  labeled,  the 
lettering  suggests  so  little  of  their  contents  that  it  has  been 
deemed  l)est  to  give  a  general  idea  of  the  contents  of  each. 
The  collection  comprises  26  boxes  and  3  trunks. 

One  series  of  11  boxes,  variously  labeled  "Accounts," 
''Accounts  and  miscellaneous,"  etc.,  covers  the  period  from 
1730  to  1844.     Thev  are: 

1730-1774.  Accounts  of  Partridge  and  Sherwood,  1731-1760;  accounts  of 
Secretary,  1751-17()l;  accounts  of  Fort  George,  1740-1744;  petitions  to 
the  general  assembly,  1772-1774. 

1775-1788.  Accounts,  1775-1786;  petitions,  1-774-1779;  hospital  accounts, 
1778-79;  returns  of  deputies,  1780. 

17^5-1799.  Accounts,  17H5-17iW;  i)etitions,  1782-1799;  returns  of  represent- 
atives, 1797-1799;  bills,  1795;  executions  returne«i,  1798-1799. 

1800-1807.  Accounts,  1800-1807;  bank  statement^!,  1800-1807. 

1808-1813.  Accomits  of  general  assc*mbly,  1808-1813;  petitions,  1808-1313; 
bank  returns,  1809-1813;  returns  of  representatives,  1808-1814. 

1814-1817.  Accounts,  1814-1817;  i>etitions,  1814-1817;  bank  returns,  1814- 
1817;  retunisof  representatives,  1815-1817;  court-martial  accounts,  1817; 
case  oi  N.  Hail  v.  Creditors,  1815. 

1818-1821.  Accounts,  1818-1821;  bank  statements,  1818-1821;  petitions, 
1818-1821;  n-turns  of  representatives,  J818-1821;  rei)ort  on  education, 
1821;  bills  and  rep(>rt  of  committees,  1821;  petitions  for  banks,  1818. 

1822-1827.  Accounts,  1822-1827;  petitions  for  new  trial,  1825-1827;  returns 
of  deputies,  1822-1826;  bank  returns,  1822-1827;  jwtitions,  1822-1827; 
general  treasurer^  report,  1825;  justice's  returns,  1825;  rej)ort  of  commit- 
tee on  state  of  banks,  1823;  act  for  admission  of  freemen,  1822. 

1828-1834.  Accounts,  1828-18;^;  petitionii-,  1828-1834;  bank  returns,  1828- 
1834;  returns  of  representatives. 

18:^5-18:38.  Accounts,  1836-18:^8;  i»etitions  to  general  assembly,  1835-18:^8; 
returns  of  deaf  and  dumb;  returns  of  representatives,  18:35-1838;  Burrill- 
ville  bank  papers;  report  on  Merchant's  13ank,  1837;  bank  returns,  1835- 
1837;  iHititions  on  State  prison,  18:32-1S:]5. 

1839-1844.  Accounts,  18:39-1844;  i)etitions.  18.S9-1844;  bank  abstracts,  1839- 
1844;  school  returns,  1840-1842;  returns  of  representatives,  1839-1842; 
certificates  of  election  of  constitutional  convention,  1841;  petition  to 
restore  town  government  in  Providence,  ]8;39;  j)etition  for  liberation  of 
T.  W.  Dorr,  containing  large  number  of  autograph  signatures. 
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Three  Iwxes  on  the  "Revolutionary  war"  contain  uuioiig 
lOtbcr  papei^— 

pt  books  for  wood,  1777-1778;  papera  of  cotini-i)  of  war,  1776-1780; 
com  missions  ami  retti^uttione,  1777;  iu.<counU  oE  SUte  witb  the  United 
Sbil««,l776;  payalwtracW,  1777-1780;  relumsi)felnthing,1778;  aecounta 
in  Connectkut  (or  keepint;  Rhode  Island  soldiers,  1777-1778;  inquiry 
into  the  rtaff  department;  a('w>unl8a(?ainBi  the  State,  177.'i-1793;  returns 
for  HUpplit*.  1777-1781;  aLvounts  for  Idssea  of  tatatea  on  Rhode  Island; 
papt^rH  relating  to  priwinere  of  war,  177(t;  pajMprs  relating  tu  Colonel 
Oliiey's  r^iuieiit,  1781-1783. 

Then  follow  boxes  on  miscellaneous  subjei-ts,  us  below: 

Military  returns,  1750-1846.  Two  boxes.  (Contaiu  relumfi  of  State  mili- 
tia and  independent  eumpanies,  1750-1840;  adjutant-general's  reports, 
1810,  1825,  1827.) 

Mexican  Ixiuiidary  commiBsion,  J.  R.  llartlett.  (ContainH  voucherH  For 
Mils  paid  on  awount  of  the  iijm mission.) 

Admiralty  and  maritime  papers.  Twn  boxes.  (Contain  miBwIlaneouB 
papers  on  maritime  affairs  of  the  eighteenth  century.) 

Burrillville  Bank.  Two  boxes.  (Contain  papers  and  books  of  the  Bur- 
rillville  Bank.) 

(.ienenil  treasurer's  reports.  (Contains  treasurer's  reporta  and  accounis, 
1736-1738,  1758,  1779-1845;  Imnk  returns  and  al)stracts.  1824-1828,  1840; 
report  of  sheriff,  1834;  returns  of  justices  of  the  peace,  1824,  1839.) 
Miscellaneous,"  (Contains  returns  of  deputies,  1755-17l)f);  lists  of  free- 
men. 1757-1786;  certificates  of  lexality  to  proxies,  1758-1788;  citations 
and  pnmmonses,  1741-1742,  1785;  accounts  of  Henry  Ward,  secretary, 
1762-1772;  accounts  allowed.  1761;  petitions,  1822,  1837.) 

Appeals  and  petitions  for  new  trials,  bonds,  and  executions.  [Contains 
petitions,  17Bo,  1796,  1780,  1795,  1796,  1810;  accounts  relating  to  pirates, 
1738-1739;  toleration  appeals  to  council.  1728;  executions.  1733-1840; 
appeals  to  governor  and  council,  1740-1771;  recognizances,  1742;  equity 
pB|>erB,  1741-1743;  appeal  bonds,  1723-1797.) 

Petitions  voted  out.  withdrawn,  and  non-concurred  in  by  the  general 
assembly,  1818-1838. 

Miscellaneons  petitions  to  the  general  assemtdy,  1729-1772. 

"Eighteenth  century  pa[icrs  in  portfolios."  (Contaius  papers  on  paper 
money,  1728-1786;  rate  )>aperH,  1745-1767;  general  treasurer's  accounts, 
1741-1791;  highway  r-Hl^re,  1724-1792;  lotteries,  1743-1787;  pai«rB  on 
Westerly,  1749-1764;  counterfeiting,  1739-1768;  [«ior  debtor  papers, 
1751-1764;  petitions  and  executious.  1730-1784;  probate  papera,  1724- 
1779;  ferries,  1727-1768;  deiioaitions,  1756-1799;  accounts^  for  Fort  George, 
1732-1766.) 

1  box  without  label.  (list  of  estates  and  freemen,  New  Shoreliaiii,  1762; 
paper  money  burned,  1729;  town  property  in  the  State,  1783;  sherifl 
bonds,  1762-1764;  rate  lists,  1747-1800;  acts  concerning  town  rale*,  1749- 
1754;  deputies  and  freemen,  1727-1778;  warrants  and  sunmions  to  gen- 
eral aasembly,  1750-1781;  general  uasembly  Bnet<,  1749-1752;  general 
•nembly  docket,  1747-1612;  appeal  bonds,  1761-1775.^ 
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(Tniiik)  Papi^rs  in  vsi»e  of  Wm.  Allen  etal.  r.  Blackstone  Canal  Co.,  1838. 

(Trunk)  ContainH  alwtract  of  State  debt,  2  vols.;  register  of  certificates  of 
State  debt  i8Hue<i,  1797;  ('ertifii*ate8  i88ue<l  to  creditors  of  State,  1795;  3 
volunie«  of  record  of  certificatea  ff»r  two  years'  interest  on  the  debt 
issueii  1797;  check  book  on  issue  of  certificates,  1795. 

(Tnink)  Contains  rejjister  of  certificates  of  State  debt  issued  1797;  lottery 
reference  Ixxjk;  lojjrof  Brifj  hopard,  1830;  record  of  State  tax  apportioned 
on  towns,  1779-1788;  corres})ondence  of  A.  Dexter  and  W.  Colwell,  18Q8; 
papers  relating  to  the  Farmers*  £xchang:e  Bank,  of  Gloucester;  miscel- 
laneous papers. 

GENERAL  TREASURER'S  OFFICE. 

The  genei*ai  treasurer  htus  Ijeeri  a  recognized  officer  from 
the  very  beginning  of  the  colony  in  1647.  During  all  of  the 
early  period,  however,  and  in  fact  well  into  the  nineteenth 
century  the  only  vaults  available  for  his  records  were  those 
of  the  secretary  of  state.  When  separate  quarters  for  the 
general  treasurer  were  secured,  many  of  the  early  treasurer's 
records  were  loft  behind.  This  is  the  reason  why  so  many  of 
the  early  financial  records  are  to  be  found  in  the  vaults  of  the 
secretary  of  state  and  are  described  in  the  account  of  the 
archives  of  that  office. 

Li»tter  books  of  the  general  treasurer,  4  vols.,  1840-1868: 
Vol.  1.  1840-1848. 
Vol.  2.  1848-1855. 
Vol.  3.  1855-18(>7. 
Vol.  4.   1867-1868. 
Daybook  for  the  year  1732. 
Daylx)ok,  18:32-1837. 
I)ayl>ooks,  1840-18b(),  5  vols. 
Receipt  })ooks,  3  vols.     (Contain  sums  paid  for  notes  given  by  the  general 

treasurer  in  1782-1783.     Xunibered  3,  4,  and  5.) 
Alphabetical  \yook  No.  7,  1781-1792.     (Contains  discount  of  money  paid 

on  notes  to  soldiers,  etc.) 
Journals,  Nos.  6  to  27,  1860  to  date,  22  vols. 
Colony  bofik  of  accounts,   1757,  No.   5.     (Contains  accounts  of  general 

treasurer,  1 757-1 7r)0.) 
Ledger  A.     (Contains  account   with  the  United  States  1776-1782,   with 
accounts  of  final  settlement  1814-1816.) 

The  series  of  ledc^ers  from  1812  to  date  is  complete,  though 
not  lettered  consecutively.     They  are  marked  as  follows: 

1812-1826. 
182(>-1840. 
1840-1856. 
1856-1868. 
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Then  follow  volumes  ISfiM  to  datr,  lettevfd  C  to  I,  T  voU. 
There  is  also  a  volume  lettered;  "Receipts  and  exirenditures 
of  public  money,  1837-1840." 

Ac'wiunis  allowed  by  the  general  SLBsembly.  1833-1851),  3  vols. 
Active  militia  ledger,  1843-1S45. 
Returae  of  active  militia,  ltl43-lS49. 

Roll  and  order  book,  So,   I    (of  Company  F,  First  Rhode  Island   Itcjjii- 
BatUlinn,  Second  Brigade,  It.  1.  M.,  1H83.) 
rreetioDary  claims.     (Uuntainhig  giayuienta  of  expenses  ini/urred  on 
•cfount  of  the  insurrection,  1S42-13.) 
State  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital  Trust  t'omiwny,  18W1- 

1872. 
Trial  balance  book,  Jnly,  1B67-April,  ISiiH. 
State  tax  Iclger,  1788-1824. 
'  State  and  railrotid  tax,  184!>-]854.     (ContainH  altio  liixea  from  inBuranc-e 

companies,  Iflfi2-t86i3, ) 
(Sank  taies,     (Containe  reconl  of  taxes  assessed  on  hanks,  lH82-186fl.) 
he  Toum  Jewish  Synagogue  fund,  1H23-186H. 
*nbllL'  deposits  1)ook.     [Oontaina  accounts  of  the  public  deposits  received 
from  the  t/nited  States  under  act  of  1836  and  de[x>Bited  with  hanks, 
1837-1846.    Contains  also  account  of  ]jenuanent  school  fund.  1855-1868, 
and  o(  Touro  Jewish  Synagogue  fund,  185.5-1872.) 
[Account  of  receipts  and  eipenditllres  of  school  fund  under  act  of  Januarj', 


;   Becurd  and  register  of  securities  held  by  and  depo«iled  with  the  funeral 
treasnrer. 
Records  of  Rhode  Island  coupon  bonds,  war  debt,  1861. 
Accounts  of  interest  on  Rhode  Island  registered  bonds,  1867-68. 
Record  of  registered  bonds  of  the  State  debt,  1867-1891. 
Reeords  of  the  statehouse  I'onstruction  loan,  10  vols. 
Records  of  suiua  paid  out  on  the  court  orders,  May  to  October,  1854. 
Record  of  angles  to  accompany  oyster  plata.    ( Angles  taken  from  l>af  e  lines 
(or  locating  comer  stakes  of  oyster  beds. ) 
I  Sook  of  miscellaneous  accounta.    (Contains  hawkers  anil  [leildlars'  license 

fees,  capital  of  certain  l>anks,  etc.). 
|.|>ortfoliu.    Monthly  summaries  of  State  auditor,  1881-1884. 
KiSlie  office  contains  a  complete  file  of  vouchers  from  1871  to  dale. 
~BBt«m-doties  ledger,  1789-90. 
The  books  of  the  defunct  Franklin  and  Cranston  Institutions  for  Savings 
1  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport  are  In  [he  cui^tody  of  the  genend 


STATE   AUDITORS   OFFICE, 

The  dutie?  of  auditor  were  early  performed  by  committees 
■-selectefl  by  the  aHnembly.  This  "genei'al  audit'' of  the  colony 
■accounts  waa  ma»le  as  often  as  waa  deemed  necessary.  At  the 
litloBe  of  the  Revolutionary  period  the  accounta  of  the  colouy 
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school  organization  exists  returns  to  be  made  to  city  or  town  clerks. 
Town  clerk  to  keep  separate  lists  of  residents  and  nonresidents.  (Sched- 
ules, January,  1850,  p.  18.) 

1852,  January.  Gives  to  town  clerks  and  clerk  of  city  of  Providence  dutie* 
given  by  law  of  January,  1850,  to  school  trustees,  and  to  secretary  of 
state,  together  with  connnittee  of  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  the 
duty  of  making  and  publishing  annually  abstract  of  vital  records. 
(Schedules,  January,  1852,  ]>.  4.) 

1878,  April  28.  l^aw  passed  establishing  State  board  of  health.  It  had 
duty  of  n»ceiviug  returns  of  births,  deaths,  marriages,  and  divorces;  of 
preparing  annual  report  and  of  pla(*ing  returns  in  office  of  the  secretary 
of  state.     (Acts  and  resolves,  January,  1878,  p.  107.) 

1881,  January.  T^aw  passed  requiring  certificate  of  marriage  from  town 
clerk  or  city  registrar  previous  to  marriage.  (Acts  and  resolves,  Jan- 
uary, 1881,  ch.  851.) 

1896,  February.  Reijuires  certificate  of  prescribed  form  to  be  lodged  with 
town  or  city  clerk.  The  clerk  to  record  in  separate  books  the  informa- 
tion containc^l  in  certificate.  In  Providence  registrar  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  to  |>erform  duties  of  clerk  regarding  marriages  as 
specitie<l  in  the  law.  Everyone  {)erforming  marriage  ceremony  to  make 
return  on  specified  form,  deliver  it  to  clerk  or  registrar,  who  must  copy 
it  and  send  original  to  secretary  of  state,  to  be  by  him  kept  on  file. 
(Digest  of  189(),  ch.  191,  sec.  10.) 
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The  charter  of  1644.  which  went  into  effect  in  1647.  created 
a  general  court  of  trials,  whk;h  was  aUo  a  court  of  assize  or 
gaol  delivery  and  a  court  of  common  plea-s.  and  which  was 
held  twice  yearly.  In  1664,  aft#r  the  arrival  of  the  charter, 
a  new  act  upon  the  Judiciary  wan  dmwn  up.  It  was  enacted 
that  the  general  conit  should  l>e.  held  in  Newtwrt  twice  every 
year;  that  sessions  should  also  he  held  at  Providence  and  at 
Warwick  once  every  year  for  trial  in  actionH  under  £10,  and 
that  special  courts  coidd  he  sunimonod  at  the  discretion  of  the 
governor.  In  1729  the  colony  was  divided  into  tliree  counties. 
Newport  County,  Providence  County, and  Kings  County  (now 
Washington  County).  A  court  of  general  sessions  of  the 
peace  and  a  court  of  common  pleas  were  established  in  each 
county,  seasions  being  held  together  semi-annually.  The  gen- 
eral court  was  now  termed  the  superior  court  of  judicature, 
court  of  assize,  and  general  gaol  delivery,  and  was  held  at  New- 
port. In  1747  Bristol  County  was  created  and  in  1760  Kent 
County,  bringing  the  total  number  of  counties  to  five.  Iii 
1747  it  was  enacted  that  the  superior  court  should  be  held 
twice  a  year  in  every  county  in  the  colony.  In  17it8  the 
lengthy  title  possessed  by  tile  superior  court  was  changed 
to  the  supreme  judicial  court  and  in  1843  was  still  further 
shortened  to  the  supreme  court.  In  1893  a  new  judiciary  act 
was  passed.  The  old  court  of  common  plea.s  was  abolished, 
at  least  in  name.  Henceforth  there  was  but  one  court,  a  su- 
preme court,  composed  of  two  divisions — the  appellate  divi- 
sion, sitting  only  in  Providence,  Newport,  and  Washington 
counties,  and  the  common  pleas  division,  sitting  in  each  of 
the  five  counties. 

The  records  of  the  general  court  of  trials  from  1647  to  1669 
arc  in  the  manuscript  volume  in  the  set^retary  of  state's  office, 
labeled  "R.  I.  Colony  Rcc-oitIs,  1646-1669.'"  Henceforth 
until  the  creation  of  the  county  system  in  l7iJ9  the  recoi-ds 
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were  kept  at  Newport,  where  they  are  still  preserved.     The 
records  are  here  listed  by  counties: 

NEWPORT  COUNTY. 

Supreme  court,  appellate  division: 

Records  of  the  supreme  court,  1671-date,  19  vols,  (called  general  court 
of  trials,  1671-1715;  general  court  of  trials  and  gaol  delivery,  1715- 
1730;  superior  court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize,  and  general  gaol 
delivery,  1730-1799;  supreme  judicial  court,  1799-1844;  supreme 
court,  1844-1893,  and  supreme  court,  appellate  division,  1893-date). 
The  reconls  from  1750  to  1754  are  missing,  there  being  about  200 
blank  i)ages  left  at  the  end  of  the  volume  that  runs  from  1747  to  1750. 
In  the  volume  1772-1795  are  also  included  some  records  of  the  court 
sitting  on  the  trial  of  naval  matters,  1775-1794. 

Imlex  to  records,  1671-1893,  4  vols.;  1893-<late,  1  vol.  (arranged  by 
names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant). 

Docket,  1784-1813,  37  nos.;  1813-1841,  56  noe.;  1841-18^3,  14  vols.; 
1893-date,  2  vols.  (Since  1813  there  is  one  docket  for  court  and  one 
for  clerk.) 

Minutes,  173:M893,  22  vols.;  1893-date,  1  vol. 

Cost  iHwks,  1865-1893,  2  vols. 

Records  of  divorce,  1879-ilate,  3  vols. 

Reconl  of  nuisances,  188(>-1890,  1  vol. 

Record  of  insolvency  proceedings,  1896-1898,  1  vol. 

Petitions,  declarations,  etc., in  connection  with  cases  are  filed,  1713-date. 
Plats  are  tiled,  rolled,  and  in  lK)xes.  There  is  also  one  volume  of 
plats  for  supremo  court,  with  index.  There  is  an  early  plan  of  Bostim 
Ne<'k,  one  of  Conanicut  Island,  1659,  and  one  of  the  Pettaquamscut 
Purchase,  although  the  last  two  plats  e<3Uid  not  be  found  in  the  office 
at  the  time  of  compiling  this  report. 
Conmion  pleas  division: 

Records  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  1730-date,  29  vols,  (called 
inferior  court  of  common  jileas  17IW-1789,  court  of  common  pleas 
1789-1833,  court  of  cr>mmon  i)loas  and  general  sessions  of  the  |)eace 
183ii-1838,  court  of  common  pleas  1838-1893,  common  pleas  division 
of  supreme  court  189;^late) . 

Index  torei'ords,  1730-datc,5  vols,  (arranged  by  plaintiff  and  defendant). 

I)(Xjket,  1730-1799,  8  nos.  Hcattere<l;  1800-1823,  2  noe.  to  each  vear; 
1824-1893,  16  vols.;  189;^late,  6  vols.  (Since  1800  there  is'  one 
docket  for  court  an<l  one  for  clerk.) 

Minute  books,  1730-<late,  2(5  vols. 

Record  of  costs,  1851-<late,  6  vols. 

Sheriffs'  bonds,  1745-<late,  6  vols. 

Appeal  l>on(ls,  1818-1893,  1  vol. 

Doclanitioiis  for  naturalization,  lS63-date,  7  vols. 

Petitions,  declarations,  executions,  etc.,  in  connection  with  cases  are 
filed.  1730-date. 

The  records  are  all  in  the  court-house,  or  old  State-house, 
at  Newport.  They  arc  in  excellent  condition  and  are  well 
indexed. 
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PKOVIDEXCE   COUNTY. 

Supreme  court,  appellate  division. 

Record  b(M>k8,  1747-<late,  vols.  1-34.     (Court  is  known  by  ita  various 

names  of  superior  court  of  judicature,  supreme  judicial  court,  and 

supreme  court. ) 
Index  to  records,  8  vols. 
Equity  rei'ords,    1850  to  date,  vols.  1-22.     (Bills  and   petitions  in 

equity,  with  an  index,  in  0  vols.) 
Dockets,  1818-date. 
Minute  books,  1815-date. 
Petitions,  declarations,  plats,  etc.,  in  connection  with  cases  are  filed  in 

tin  l)oxes  from  1783  to  date.    The  pai)ers  for  some  of  the  earlier 

years  are  file<i  in  lal)ele(l  packages. 
There  are  a  few  miscellaneous  volumes,  plats,  models,   etc.,  intro- 

duce<i  as  evidence  and  not  taken  away  ))y  counsel. 
Common  pleas  division. 

Records  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  1730-date,  vols.  1-66. 
Index  to  records,  22  vols.  (11  for  plaintiffs  and  11  for  defendants). 
Records  f)f  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  1785-1803,  vols.  A-J,  10 

vols.    (These  seem  to  bt^  duplicate  records  of  cases  from  1785  to  1803 

and  are  not  indexed. ) 
Docket  Ixjoks,  incomplete  set,  especially  in  the  earlier  numbers. 
Minute  l)ooks,  1767-date. 
Records  of  special  courts,  1819-1890,  vols.  1-9.     (Si>ecial  courts  for 

trespass  and  ejectment  actions. ) 
Cases  brought  from  the  court  of  common  pleas  to  supreme  court,  com- 
mon pleas  division,  1893,  1  vol. 
Stiite  cases,  1893-date,  2  vols.     (Cases  brought  by  State  for  default  of 

surety. ) 
Record  of  deputations  of  deputy  sheriffs,  1800-1812,  1834-ia53,  1854, 

1876,  1890,  5  vols,  (set  incomplete). 
Declarations  for  naturalization,  1852-date,  9  vols.,  and  3  vols,  of  indexes. 
Dei)ositions  in  perpetual  memory,  1890-date,  1  vol. 
Petitions,  declarations,  recognizances,  indictments,  etc.,  relating  to 

cases  are  filed  in  packages  and  in  lx)xes,  1730-date. 
Plats,  chiefly  railroad  layouts,  are  rolleil. 
There  is  one  small  \x)x  of  early  nineteenth  century  turnpike  reports 

and  one  box  of  papers  and  reports  on  the  Blackstone  Canal. 

The  records  are  in  the  county  court-house  at  Providence 
and  are  fairly  well  l)ound  and  indexed.  The  earlier  papers, 
such  as  are  not  in  bound  form,  are  not  very  well  arranged. 

WASHINCiTON    ('< HXTV. 

Supreme  court,  appellate  division: 

Records,  1747-<late,  14  vols.  (Called  by  its  various  names  of  superior 
court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  gaol  delivery,  supreme 
judicial  court,  and  supreme  court. ) 
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Index    to    recorcln,    1751 -date,   6    vols.    (3  each   for  plaintiffs  and 

defendants. ) 
Dockets  run  from  at  least  as  early  as  1786  to  date.     During  the  earlier 

years  a  small  pamphlet  contains  the  docket  for  three  or  four  years, 

then  there  is  generally  one  pamphlet  to  a  year  or  to  a  term,  and 

from  1848  to  date  the  dockets  are  entered  in  bound  volumes. 
Minute  books,  1747-date,  8  vols. 
Cost  books,  1885-date,  1  vol.     There  are  several  earlier  cost  books  in 

pamphlet  form. 
Witnesses'  and  otficers*  receipts,  1884-date,  1  vol. 
Motion  book,  1885-1893,  1  vol. 

Record  l)ook  for  insolvent  petitions,,  1833-1863,  1  vol. 
All  papers  having  cx)nnection  with  cases  are  filed  in  boxes  by  terms, 

1747-<late. 
Common  pleas  division: 

Records,  173l-<late,  27  vols.     (The  records  from  1730  to  1731  are  in 

two  separate  pamphlets,  not  lx)und  like  the  regular  set. ) 
Index  to  records,    1731-date,    6    vols.    (3    each    for   plaintiffs  and 

defendants. ) 
Dockets  run  from  at  least  a.««  early  as  1750  to  date,  the  earlier  ones 

lx»ing  in  paper  volumes  and  the  later  ones  being  bound,  one  volume 

for  court  and  one  for  clerk. 
Minute  lyooks,  1730-date,  12  vols. 
Spe<;ial  court  of  common  pleas,  records,  1812-1889,  1  vol.;  minutes, 

1782-1820,  1  vol. 
General  sonsions  of  the  iHiace,  records,  1730-1793,  1  vol. ;  minute  book, 

1794-1836,  1  vol. 
Cost  books,  18J^5-53,  3  vols.     (There  are  many  earlier  cost  books  in 

pamphlet  form). 
Witnesses'  and  officers'  receipts,  1884-1899,  1  vol. 
Motion  l>o()k,  1S57-1868,  1  vol. 
Sheriffs'  deputations,  1775-1788  (in  dilapidated  state  in  box);  1788- 

1859,  1  vol. 
Records  of  intentions  of  aliens  to  become  citizens  of  the  Uniteil  States, 

1859-1883,  1  vol. 
Declarations  for  naturalization,  1881-date,  3  vols. 
Depositions  in  per{>etuain  rei  memoriam,  1860-1886,  1  vol. 
All  papers  relating  to  cases  are  filed  in  boxes  by  terms,  1730-date. 

The  records  are  kept  in  the  Washington  County  court- 
house at  Kingston  station.  The  volumes  are  in  good  condi- 
tion and  the  miscellaneous  papers  are  well  Hied,  but  the  earl>' 
dockets  and  cost  ]>ooks  need  arranging. 

KENT   COUNTY. 

Supreme  court: 

Records,  1751-1893,  10  vol.  (called  by  its  various  titles  of  superior 
court  of  judicature,  court  of  assize  and  general  gaol  delivery,  1751- 
1798,  supreme  ju<li<'ial  court,  1798-1843,  and  supreme  court,  1843- 
1893). 

Index  to  records,  2  vols. 
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LSupreint^  cuurl — Cuntinued. 

Dockets,  I82fl-I8fl3.     There  are  luaiiy  dotkela  lietoro  18211  in  the  altic 

uf  the  cuurt-house. 
Minute  books,  1830-1893. 
Oo8t  booka,  1833-1875,  2  vole. 
Record  book  of  insolvetit  petitiona,  1833-1869,  1  vol. 
Indox  to  appeals,  bills  in  equity,  etc.,  after  1850. 
Ori^nal  papers  relating  to  cases  filed  in  tin  boKes. 
Cotnmou  pleas  division; 

Reconis,  1750-date-,  14  vols. 

Index  to  reconis,  2  vols. 

Doi-kela.  182t-date. 

Minute  books,  182»-(late. 

Coat  books,  1827-1871,  2  vols. 

Record  of  eherifts'  deputations,  lS27Hiale.  2  vols. 

Record  of  natiiraliwition,  1848-1875. 

Record    Ixwk   of  Washington    Manufacturing   CVjmpauy,    1810-18^:5 

(evidently  a  volume  introduced  as  evidence). 
OriKinal  papers  relatin|{  to  cases  are  filed  in  tin  boxes. 
Plate  relating  to  ca«ea  which  are  too  large  to  be  included  in  Che  filing 

syetem  are  rolled. 
The  records  are  in  the  Kent  County  court-house  at  Kaat 
'  Greenwich  and  are  in  good  condition. 

'fiapreme  court  records; 

Recards  1747-1803,  5  vola.     (Called  by  its  various  titles  of  superior 
conrt  of  judicature,  court  of  nsaize  and  general  gaol  delivery,  1747- 
1777; snpremejudiial  court,  1802-1843;  and eupreiue court,  1843-1893. 
The  records  from  1777  to  1802  seeiii  to  be  raissiiig. ) 
Indes  to  records,  1802-1893,  4  vols. 
Docket  books  are  very  incomplete. 
Minute  book.  1810-181*3,  but  incomplete. 
Coat  books,  1860-18B3,  but  Inconiplele. 

Ori^nal  papers  relating  to  ctuwe  are  on  lile,  Ixiing  in  tin  1x>xea  after 
1802. 
Common  pleuij  division: 

Records  of  the  (WUrt  of  common  pleas,  1747-dal«,  9  vols.     (Called  by 
its  various  titles  of  inferior  court  of  common  pleas,  court  of  common 
pleas,  ett'. ) 
Index  to  records,  l844-d8te,  4  vols. 

Records  of  iwurt  of  general  sessions  of  tbe  peace,  1747-1834,  1  vol. 
Docket  books,  minute  liooks,  and  cost  books  are  very  incomplete. 
Original  pa|>eni  relating  to  cases  are  on  file,  Iteing  in  tin  boxes  after 

1839. 
There  are  a  few  rolled  plats,  chieHy  railroail  plans. 
The  recordfi  are  in  tlit>  Bristol  County  t-ourt-liouse  at  Bris- 
tol.    They  are  unfortunately  in  poor  shape,  beinp  neither 
■■well  indexed  nor  well  arniiined. 
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Miscellaneous  records — Continued. 

Census  of  1895,  town  of  Bristol,  1  vol  (copy  of  original). 

Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  cotninissioners  of  sinking  fund,  1901  to  date,  1  vol. 

Attachments  are  filed  and  indexed. 

The  Bristol  office  is  one  of  the  model  offices  of  the  State,  a 
condition  brought  about  chiefly^  by  the  energy  of  Mr.  Bennett, 
the  town  clerk,  aided  perhaps  by  the  fact  of  his  long  term  of 
service.  The  records  are  exceptionally  well  bound  and  in- 
dexed, transcripts  have  been  made  of  most  of  the  early  vol- 
umes, records  in  private  possession  have  been  obtained  and 
preserved,  and  a  set  of  the  town's  newspaper,  from  1833  to 
date,  has  been  secured  for  reference. 

BURRILLVILLE. 

Burrillville  was  taken  from  Glocester  and  incorporated 
October  29,  1806. 

Population  1,834  (1810),  3,538  (1850),  6,317  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June,  and  for  appropriations  on  the  first  Monday  in 
May.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on  the  last  Sat- 
urdaj^  of  each  month. 

Town  house  is  at  Harrisville. 

RBCOKUS. 

Town  meeting  records  are  in  2  vols.,  1806  to  date. 

Town  council  records  are  in  3  vols.,  1806  to  date. 

Probate  records  are  prol>ate  journal,  1806  to  date,  5  vols.;  probate 
docket,  1  vol. ;  record  of  wills,  etc.,  1806  to  date,  6  vols. ;  record  of  lx>nd8, 
1873  to  date,  3  vols.;  letters  of  administration,  guardianship,  teetainen- 
tary,  1862  to  date,  1  vol. ;  and  warrants  to  take  inventories,  1896  to  date, 
1  vol. 

Deeds:  The  deed  books,  1806  to  date,  are  in  31  vols,  and  include  mort- 
gage deeds.  Personal  property  mortgages,  1834  to  date,  are  in  4  vols. 
There  is  a  receiving  l)ook  for  conveyances.  Plats  are  placed  in  a  lai^ 
folio  book  and  are  also  filed  away  rolled. 

Vital  records  from  180()  to  1853  are  in  a  separate  volume,  which  contains  a 
few  later  entries.  From  1853  to  date  there  are  2  vols,  each  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths.  Intentions  and  returns  of  marriage,  1896  to 
to  date,  are  in  3  vols.  The  recortls  as  far  as  1850  are  printed  in  vol.  3 
of  Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island. 

As8es.?or's  records  from  1806  to  date  are  in  the  office,  from  1858  to  date 
being  in  bound  volumes.  The  tax  books  have  been  printed  from  1858 
to  date. 
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ech(K)l  iwonla  iu  the  town  cterk'K  oflifc  are  liouiKlBries  (if  iscluii.l  iiinthL-I«, 
IMS-lSfie,  I  vol..  and  187fi,  1  vol.     The  sC'ho.il  n'i)->r(a  liavi:  Ihwo  prinltfll 
trotn  1867  to  date. 
Hiecelitui«>U8  rewrds: 

Reconl  ot  etrtrayd,  1807-1870,  1  vol. 

MwhanL-'s  lien's,  1S50-1H92,  1  vol. 

l>og  regiBt«r,  1864  to  dale,  4  vols. 

Rt^iBlry  book,  1877  to  date,  3  vols. 

Alignment  of  wHgt«,  1884  to  date,  3  vols. 

Reeonl  of  electiona,  1892  t«  .talf,  :i  vols.  (I  lo  each  diBtrkt). 

Medical  raster,  18!»5  to  dale,  1  vol. 

Register  of  L-leigymen,  1896  to  dale,  1  vol. 

LitlKof  jurore,  IHtIS  to  date,  1  vol. 

Militik  Mirollinent  of  1698,  in  eheete. 

Attachmeat  book,  1000  to  date,  1  vol. 

The  records  ar«  kept  in  thret  safes  in  the  town  clerk's  office 
at  Harrisville.  They  aro  in  jjood  comlition  and  the  imporlunt 
records,  such  as  deeds  %ad  wills,  have  been  indexed. 

CENTitAL    FAI.L8. 

Centi-nl  FhIIswils  taken  from  Ijuiolnand  incorporated  as  a 
citv  February  'Jl,  1805.  Lincoln  had  been  separated  from 
Sniithlield  in  1^71.  Central  Falls  to-c(«y  contains  the  largest 
population  of  any  of  the  towns  within  tho  original  Stnithficld 
and  accordingly  possesses  the  records  of  the  purcitt  towns. 

Population:  15,828  (1895),  18,1B7  (1900). 

Municipal  election  held  on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first 
Monday  in  November.  City  council  meets  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  eai'h  month.  Probate,  court  meets  on  tho  secood  and 
fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month. 

City  hall  is  on  Summit  street  in  Central  Falls. 


1 


(N.n 


Ip.] 


Town  meeting  reuordB  of  Sniithlield,  1731-1770,  are  in  a  bundle  with  other 
early  Smithflelil  recorde  in  basement  vault,  anil  j^reatly  need  repairinj^ 
and  binding.  From  1771  to  1671  there  are  2  volumes.  There  isl  volume 
ot  Lincoln  rewnltt,  1871-18W. 

Town  coDncil  r».«rda  of  Smithflelil:  There  are  4  lootie  bundles  of  town 
council  records  in  basement  vault,  1731-174S,  1749-1756,  1756-1763, 
1765-1771.  In  the  regular  vault  there  are  the  following:  Council  book, 
No,  1,  1734-1749;  council  and  |iniliatc  reconte.  No,  2,  1749-1788  (the 
foregoinK  volumes  contain  probate  matter) ;  council  and  probate  journal, 

■  No.  I,  177I-I797;  No.  3.  1797-1822;  No.  5,  1822-1835;  No.  6,  1835-1845; 
conndl  journal,  1845-1861;  council  journal,  No.  7,  1861-1870;  conncil 
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journal,  1870-1871  (wrongly  lettered  "town  meeting  record" ) ;  Lincoln 
town  council  journal,  1871-1895,  vols.  1-5  (vol.  5  contains  also  Central 
Falls  council  records  1895-1898). 

City  council  records  of  Central  Falls  from  1895  to  1898  are  in  vol.  5  of  Lin- 
coln council  journal.  This  is  followed  by  the  journal  of  the  board  of 
aldermeii,  1898  to  date,  vol.  2-3. 

Probate  records  of  Smithfield  from  1731  to  1768  are  in  council  recopda,  and 
are  followed  by  inventory'  and  probate  court  record,  No.  3,  176D-1797; 
probate  record.  No.  3,  1797-1819;  probate  records,  No.  4-13,  1819-1871. 
Vol.  14-21,  1871-1895,  are  of  Lincoln,  and  vol.  22-25,  1895  to  date,  are 
of  Central  Falls.  Other  probate  records  are  petty  ledger  of  probate  court, 
Lincoln,  1891-1895,  2  vols.;  Central  Falls,  1896  to  date,  2  vols.;  probate 
docket;  and  separate  volume  of  probate  index.  There  is  a  volume  of 
bond  records  (guardianship),  Lincoln,  1873-1887,  in  basement  vault 

Deeds:  Smithfield,  1731-1871,  vols.  1-^;  Lincoln,  1871-1895,  vols.  49-73; 
Central  Falls,  1895  to  date,  vols.  74-84;  all  provided  with  separate  vol- 
umes of  good  modem  indexes.  The  following  volumes  are  numbered 
outside  of  the  continuous  series  of  deeds:  Mortgage  deeds  of  personal 
estate,  Lincoln,  1874-1895,  and  Central  Falls,  1895  to  date,  vols.  1-7; 
Lincoln  record  of  mortgages,  1889-1895,  vols.  1-7;  bank  mortgages,  1889- 
1894,  vols.  1-2;  transfers  of  mortgages,  1891-1895, 1  vol.;  quitclaim  deeds, 
1889-1895,  1  vol. ;  record  of  deeds,  Moshassuck  cemetery,  1873  to  date, 
1  vol.  There  are  two  volumes  of  Smithfield  personal  property  mortgage 
deeds,  1834-1874,  in  the  basement  vault.  There  are  two  volumes  of  entry 
books,  1874-1895,  and  receiving  book  for  current  use.  Plats  are  on  large 
cards,  No.  1-100,  and  A1-A144.  These,  together  with  plats  in  deed 
books,  are  well  indexed.  In  the  basement  vault  are  plats,  fire  district. 
Central  Falls,  1  vol.;  plats,  Linwln,  No.  2,  1  vol.;  and  one  large  bundle, 
marked  "Old  Brown  Paper  Assessors  Plats,  Books  of  Deed  Descriptions, 
and  Tracings  of  Plats." 

Vital  records:  Smithfield  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  1731-1753,  are 
in  an  unbound  volume  in  basement  vault,  and  from  1739  to  1753  are 
in  council  book  No.  1.  Births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  1725-1820, 
vol.  1;  1819-1850,  vol.  2.  Births,  1850  to  date,  vols.  3-5;  marriages, 
1850  to  date,  vols.  3-4;  deaths,  1850  to  date,  vols.  3-4  (Smithfield, 
1850-1871;  Lincoln,  1871-1895;  Central  Falls,  1895  to  date),  all  well 
indexed.  Lincoln  intentions  of  marriage,  1881-1894,  2  vols.,  and  Cen- 
tral Falls  intentions  and  returns  of  marriage,  1895  to  date,  2  vols. 
The  records  of  Smithfield  as  far  as  1850  are  printed  in  vol.  3  of 
Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island. 

Assessors'  records:  The  town  tax  books  of  Smithfield  from  1770  to  1871, 
and  of  Lincoln  from  1871  to  1874,  are  in  the  basement  vault  in  vol- 
umes of  various  shapes  and  sizes,  some  bound  and  some  in  paper. 
Valuation  books  of  Lincoln,  1875-1894  (vols.  1-9),  and  of  Central 
Falls,  1895  to  date  (9  vols.),  are  also  in  the  basement  vault,  with  the 
exception  of  those  in  current  use.  Tax  books  have  been  annually 
printed  of  Smithfield,  1850-1870;  Lincoln,  1871-1895,  and  Central 
Falls,  1895  to  date. 
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7,  1892-18S5, 


ihool  reports  have  1«en  uonually  printfl  uf  iimitliDeld,  lM7-lS71i  Lin- 
coln. 1873-1S95,  Bod  Ceulral  Falls,  1895  to  ilate. 

^llaneoutI  rei^Dide  (SmithfieM,  1731-1R7];  Lincoln,  1871-18S5;  Central 
Fails,  1805  to  date): 

Rulai  and  orders  for  government  of  amallpox  hospital,  1776,  1  vol., 
unbound. 

Uen  book,  1347  Ui  date. 

Returna  of  highways,  1847-1886,  1  vol. 

Eeoord  of  council  on  highways,  1878-1891,  1  vol. 

Highway  account  book,  1889-1890,  1  vol. 

CurbiDK  account  book,  1889-1893,  I  vol. 

Partnerabipe  and  returns  of  niannfacturing  corporations,  1859  to  date, 
1  vol. 

Dog  licenses,  1859,  1889  to  date,  5  vols. 

Record  of  fence  divisions,  18«:HS94,  !  vol. 

Records  of  board  of  flrewards,  1B6S-1895,  1  vols. 

Town  ordinanceB,  1  vol. 

Reconls  of  voting  district,  no.  1,  1871-1887,  1  vol. 

Record  of  election  district,  nos.  1, 2, 1887-1891;  uos 
5  vols. 

Record  of  elections,  wards  1-fi,  1895  to  date,  5  vols. 

Registry  book,  1K71  to  date,  12  vols. 

Record  o[  attachments  and  executions,  187S  tt  date,  I  vol. 

Aadgninent  of  wagen,  1H84  to  date,  5  vols. 

Natnnlliiation  records,  1888  to  date,  1  vol. 

Records  of  notices  pending  suit,  1H93-I895,  1  vol. 

Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 

Mt^icsl  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Raster  of  clergymen,  189(i  to  dale,  I  vol. 

Licenses  of  enteri^inmente,  1693  to  date,  2  vole,  stubs. 

Peddlers'  licenses,  1901  to  date,  1  vol.  stubs, 

Several  bones  containing  warrants,  accounts,  petitions,  highway  lay- 
outs, etc.,  of  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  centuries. 

The  records  are  kept  in  two  large  vaults,  one  in  the  town 
clerk's  office  and  the  other  in  the  hasement.  They  are  in 
excellent  condition,  with  the  exception  of  some  very  early 
volumes  of  town  meeting,  town  council,  and  vital  records 
which  are  unbound  and  very  much  in  need  of  repair.  The 
arran^ng  and  tiling  of  the  early  miaeetlaneous  papers  in  the 
basement  would  he  a  work  of  much  value. 

CUARtESTOWN, 

Charlestown  was  taken  from  Westerly  and  incorporated  as 
ft  town  August  "jy,  173S.     Richmond  was  separated  from  it  in 
11747. 
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Population:  1,002  (1748),  1,821  (1T74),  1,523  (1782),  1,464 
(180^)),  994  (1850),  975  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  fir»t  Taes- 
day  in  June,  and  for  appropriations  on  the  Hiarsdav  after  the 
first  Monday  in  April.  Town  council  and  probate  coart 
meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  office  is  at  Croc^^'s  Mills,  in  the  house  of  the 
clerk. 

RBOORD8. 

Town  Meeting  Records  from  1738  to  1800  are  vol.  1-5  of  Town  Coondl 
Rer*orflf».     From  1800  to  elate  they  are  kept  separately  in  vol.  1—4. 

Town  Council  Records  run  from  1738  to  1800,  vol.  1-5,  and  inclode  also 
Town  Meeting  and  Probate  Records  and  a  few  recorda  of  births,  mar- 
riages and  of  earmarks.  From  1800  to  date  the  Council  Recoids  are  kept 
Hefiarately  in  vol.  6-10,  there  being  two  volomes  lettered  no.  7. 

Pn>l)ate  Re<'onlH  from  U'iS  to  1798  are  in  vol.  1^  of  Town  Council  Reoords, 
and  f rr>m  1 798  to  date  in  a  series  bv  themselves  numbered  vol.  1-8.    These 

m 

records  are  imlexed  only  in  each  volume.    There  is  a  volume  of  Probate 
Bonds,  1870-date. 
Dee«lH  run  from  1738  to  date,  vol.  1-15,  and  are  indexed  only  in  each 
volume.    There  is  1  volume  of  Records  of  Personal  Property,  1840-date. 
Plats  are  generally  entered  in  the  volume  of  Deeds,  although  there  are 
a  few  plati«  rolled.    There  is  a  large  framed  map  of  the  Indian  Reserva- 
tion, made  in  1881. 
Vital  Hecronls  nin  from  1739  to  1853  in  1  volume,  which  also  contains  rec- 
ords of  eaniiarkn,  1772-1874.    There  are  also  a  few  vital  records,  1700- 
1759,  in  vol.  1  of  Town  Council  Records.    From  1853  to  date  there  is  one 
volume  ea<;h  of  Births,  of  Marriages,  and  of  Deaths.    Intentions  of  Mar- 
riage run  from  1881  to  1895  in  2  volumes,  and  Intentions  and  Returns  of 
Marriage  from  1895  in  2  volumes.    The  records  as  far  as  1850  are  printed 
in  vol.  5  of  Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  R,  I. 
Assesw^rs   Records  run  from  1870  to  date.     The  Tax  Books  have  been 

printe<l  from  1856  to  date. 
Sch(x>l  Rep<jrts  have  been  printed  from  at  least  as  early  as  1874  to  date. 
Miscellaneous  Records  are  as  follows: 

Town  Orders  on  Treasury,  1805-1887,  1  vol. 

Registry  Book,  1842-date,  3  vol. 

Militia  EnroUments,  1856-1882,  1  vol. 

Dog  Register,  1860-date,  3  vol. 

Highway  Bills,  1861-date,  2  vol. 

Medi(»l  Register,  1895-date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  Clergymen,  1896-<late,  1  vol. 

Jur>'  Book,  1902^ate,  1  vol. 

The  records  are  in  good  condition,  although  not  well 
indexed,  and  are  kept  in  fire-proof  receptacles  in  the  house 
of  the  town  clerk. 
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Coventry  was  taken  fi-om  Warwick  and  incorporated 
AugUHt  21.  1741. 

Population:  792  (1748).  2,023  (1774).  2,107  (17«2),  :J.423 
(18UU),  3,fl20  (1850),  6,27tf  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  oflicerH  held  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June  and  for  appropriations  on  the  last  Monday  in 
May.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on  the  third 
Monday  of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  office  in  at  Washington. 


meeting  leconls  from  1741  t")  ilatf  8re  in  4  volumes.     Vol,  1  c 
feooriH  from  17H7  to  1789,  which  are  to  be  found,  however,  in  the 
original  minutee  of  town  meetings  176K-178S. 

Town  council  records:  Vol.  I  nine  fruiii  1741  M  1768.  The  records  for 
1 7ti7-17Hfl  ore  only  to  be  found  in  a  bundle  of  the  original  minuteB.  Vol. 
2  runs  from  1789  to  1806,  whitrh  is  followed  hy  au  uunumbereil  volume 
IHffii-iaia,  and  by  a  book  alBU  niunheretl  vol.  2  1826-1863.  Vole.  3-5 
i«ver  from  185.'!  to  date. 

Pruliale  records  from  1741  to  17(58  are  in  vol.  1  of  town  coundl  records. 
From  17ft4  to  date  Ihey  lire  in  13  volnmes.  There  are  almi  records  of 
willa,  vol.  1,  1890  to  dat«;  record  of  bonds,  2  vols.,  1875  to  dale;  record 
of  letleiB,  vol.  1.  1888  to  dale;  miBcellaneous  bonda,  1  vol.,  1900  to  datt^; 
and  H  Reparute  volume  of  probate  docket. 

|)eed8:  There  ia  an  old  unbound  volume  of  proprietoru  recorde,  1672- 
1755,  The  deeds  run  from  1741  to  dale,  in  36  volumes.  There  are  also 
mortgages  of  personal  property,  3  volunies,   1838  to  ilate;   real  estate 

—.UtortgigiB,  5  volumes,  1874  to  date;  Woodland  Cemetery  record  uf  deeds, 

■  I  volonte,  1874  to  dale;  Maple  Root  Cemetery  record,  I  volume,  18ti3 

*to  date;  and  receiving  iMwk  for  conveyani»a.  Plats  are  rolled.  There 
are  several  very  early  plats  of  divisions  of  land,  including  one  purport- 
ing to  be  a  plat  of  the  original  lay  out  of  Che  town  lands.  There  is  a 
copy  of  this  last  plat  in  the  RhiHle  Island  Hislurical  Society. 

Vital  recordit  from  1741  to  1850  are  in  2  volumes,  and  are  Beparataly  indexed 
by  births,  marriages,  and  deaths.    There  are  also  3  volumes  of  mar- 


^_  returns 
^L  aa  forai 
■  ^  Island, 


of  deatliH  from  1850  to  date, 
in  2  volumes,  and  intentions  and 
in  4  vohimea.  The  vital  records, 
Arnold's  Vital  Becord  of  Khode 


riagee,  2  volumes  of  births. 
Intentions  of  marriage,  1A81-1896,  i 
ge,  1896  to  date,  a 

ru  for  as  the  year  1S50,  are  printed 
Island,  volume  1. 

B  records  from  1741  to  date 

cript  leaflets  and  the  l»t*r  years  in  thin  volumes.     The  tax 
books  from  1862  to  dale  have  been  printed. 
School  records  in  the  town  clerk's  ollice  are  Ixiundaries  of  school  districts, 
1874-1895, 1  volume.     The  school  reports  have  been  printed  presumably 
from  1847  to  date. 


\  the  office,  the  early  years  ii 
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Misoellaneoas  records: 

Record  of  earmarks,  1741-1865,  1  vol. 

Record  of  highways,  1749  to  date,  1  vol. 

Registry  books,  1842-1866,  1877  to  date,  3  vols. 

Record  of  inventories  of  property  at  Coventry  Asylum,  1854  to  date, 
1  vol. 

Register  book  of  Coventry  Asylum,  1854  to  date,  1  vol. 

Militia  lists,  1843-1864,  1  vol. 

Record  of  payments  to  volunteers,  1861-62,  1  vol. 

Militia  enrollment,  1898,  in  sheets. 

Record  of  lieiis,  1872  to  date,  1  vol. 

Assignment  of  wages,  1884  to  date,  2  vols. 

Record  of  electio^us,  Ilifltricts  No.  1,  2,  3,  1889  to  date,  3  vols. 

Medical  register,  1805  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  cleigymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

Dog  licenses,  1897  to  d^,  2  vols. 

Record  of  jurors,  1897  to  date,  1  vol. 

Naturalization  papers,  1902  to  date,  1  vol. 

There  are  a  few  bundles  of  early  papers  and  documents,  such  as 
warrants,  receipts,  highway  districts,  rate  bills,  etc.,  and  including 
such  important  documents  as  signers  of  the  test  oath,  1776,  list  of 
polls  and  estates,  1778,  etc.  There  is  also  a  large  block  of  justice's 
court  reconis 

The  records  are  kept  in  a  fireproof  vault  in  the  town  clerk's 
office  at  Washington.  The  remarks  made  at  the  close  of  the 
account  of  the  Warwick  Records  as  to  the  Warner  Papers  are 
also  applicable  to  Coventry. 

CRANSTON. 

Cranston  was  taken  from  Providence  and  incorporated 
June  14, 1754.  Portions  of  the  town  were  reunited  to  Provi- 
dence June  10,  1868,  and  March  28, 1873. 

Population:  1,460  (1755),  1,861  (1774),  1,594  (1782),  1,644 
(1800),  4,311  (1850),  13,343  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  elections  held  on.  the  Tuesday  after  first 
Monday  in  November;  for  appropriations,  on  the  third  Mon- 
day in  April.  Town  council  meets  on  the  first  Monday  of 
each  month  and  probate  court  on  the  second  and  last  Satur- 
days of  each  month. 

Town  hall  is  at  Knightsville. 

RECORDS. 

Town  meeting  records  are  in  4  volumes,  1754  to  date.  The  first  volume, 
1754-1788,  containing  also  vital  records  to  1828  and  records  of  earmarks 
to  1846,  is  8helve<l  with  the  vital  records  and  has  l)een  transcribed. 
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Towii  (Muncil  reroriiH  are  in  l!l  voltimea,  17M  U>  ilale.     The.  timt  lliree 
volumes,  1754-17flS,  conlain  protial*  records. 

lolwte  reL-oriis,  from  1754  lo  1798,  are  in  the  town-i'<iiindl  records.  From 
o  date  they  ore  in  a  series  numbered  vuh.  1-2H,  and  sinee  I&4t) 
]  wills,  tDventorieB,  lettcre  of  administration,  guardianship  letters,  exec- 
I  ntora'  bonde,  etc.,  are  in  separale  volumes.  There  are  also  2  volumes 
.   of  Ijonds  to  probate  court,  1872  to  date,  and  probate  docket, 

1 103  volumes,  1754  to  date.    The  first  two  volumes  have  been 

^  transcribed.     From  1857  to  dale,  however,  the  record  of  inurtg^i^es  of 

I  real  estate  are  in  a  separate  series,  \'ols.  1-34.    The  personal  property 

f.mortgageR  arc  in  a  series,  vols.  1-S,  18ii-l  l<i  date.     Receiving  book  for 

B  deeds  is  kept.     The  plats  are  arranged  in  '2  series  of  large  volumes,  5 

a  of  street  and  grade  plats  and  7of  boobs  of  plats,  and  arealso  filed  in  large 

f  drawers.     For  Ufie  in  the  office  the  plats  are  copied  on  large  cards,  niiui- 

1  bered  1  to  135.     There  are  ee[iarate  volumes  of  indeses  to  the  property 

plats  and  lo  the  street  pluta.     In  the  deed  office  in  the  Providence  city 

hall  there  are  2  volamee  of  indexes  to  all  deeds  in  Providence  reconis 

referring  to  Cranston  territory,  1755-16tiK. 

Vital  records;  There  are  2  volumes  of  vital  records  from  1764  to  1850, 

the  first,  1754-1828,  beinu  the  first  volume  of  town  meeting  records. 

H  From  1850  to  dat6  birthit  are  in  3  volumes,  marriages  in  2  volumes,  and 

Ideaths  in  3  volumes.     The  vital  recurdstolS50  are  [irinteil  in  volume  2  of 

\  Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rliode  Island. 

i'  records:  In  the  asaetwor's  office  are  2  record  books  of  meetings, 

f  1R70  tu  date;  37  assessors'  plate,  covering  the  town;  37  indexes  to  aeeee- 

i'  platfl,  37  fielii  books,  67  tai  books  for  the  past  cisty-seven  years, 

B  !&  ledgers,  and  2  records  of  plats.     In  Ihe  town  clerk'n  office  are  2  vol- 

a  of  tax-levy  books,  1885  to  date,  and  2  volumes  »[  tax-collectors' 

s,  IS75  to  date.    The  tax  books  have  been  annually  printer]  from  1857 

to  date. 

School  records;  There  is  1  volume  of  extracts  from  the  records  of  the 

commissioners  of  public  schools,  1828-1882.     The  school  reports  liave 

been  annually  printed  from  1849  lo  date,  with  a  few  possible  exceptions. 

Miscellaneous  records: 

Justice's  court  records,  1850-51,  1872-1884,  1884-1886,  3  vols.;  civil 

judgments,  1872-1885, 1  vol.;  civil  record,  1872-1880,  1  vol.;  docket, 

nl.     There  are  many  earlier  court  recordsas  yet  unar- 

rauged. 

Bonds  of  limited  partnershi[i,  corporation  certificates,  and  other  i-un- 

tracts,  1851  to  dale,  1  vol. 
Record  of  liens,  1856  to  date,  I  vol. 
Census  of  Cranston,  1865. 
Census  of  Cranston,  1875. 
Dog  licenses,  1866  to  date,  3  vols. 
Rettistry  boob,  1877  lo  date,  3  vols. 
Record  of  attachments  and  executions,  1  vol. 

ission  for  erecting  town  hall,  1885,  1  vol. 
Record  of  assignmeut  of  wafieij,  1885  to  date,  1  vol. 
Record  of  elections  1888  to  ilatw,  5  vols. 
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Miscellaneous  records — Continued. 
Town  ordinances,  1  vol. 
Applications  to  build,  1891-1903,  1  vol. 
Suits  pending,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 
Medical  rej^ister,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 
Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 
List  of  jurors  drawn,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 
Militia  enrollment,  1898,  1  vol. 
Sewage  licenses.  1881-1890,  1  vol. 
Druggists'  licenses,  1896  to  date  (on  stubs),  1  vol. 
Liquor  licenses,  first  class,  1897  to  date  (on  stubs),  I  vol. 
Liquor  licensee,  1901  to  date  (on  stubs),  1  vol. 
Peddlers'  licenses,  1908  to  date  (on  stubs),  1  vol. 

There  is  a  large  block  of  papers,  such  as  warrants,  petitions,  summons,  reoe^yta,  high- 
way returns,  tax-lists,  etc.,  from  1754  to  about  1860,  and  as  yet  unarraoged. 

The  Cranston  records  are  as  well  indexed  as  those  of  any 
other  town  in  the  State,  the  deeds,  probate  records,  and  plats 
being  provided  with  separate  volumes  of  indexes.  Certain 
volumes,  as  noted  above,  have  been  transcribed,  and  taken  as 
a  whole  the  records  ai*e  in  excellent  condition,  easy  of  access, 
and  safely  kept  in  a  large  fireproof  vault. 

CUMBERLAND. 

Cumberland,  formerl}^  a  part  of  Attleborough  and  known 
as  Attleborough  Gore,  came  into  the  possession  of  Rhode 
Island  upon  the  settlement  of  the  boundary  controversy  with 
Massachusetts  in  1746,  and  was  incorporated  as  a  Rhode 
Island  town  January  27,  1747.  Woonsocket  was  separated 
from  Cuml)erland  in  1867. 

Population:  806  (1748),  1,756  (1774),  1,548  (1782),  2,056 
(1800),  6,661  (1850),  8,216  (1865),  3,882  (1870),  8,925  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  first  Wed- 
nesday in  June  and  for  appropriations  on  the  second  Wednes- 
day in  flune.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on  the 
first  Thursday'  of  each  month. 

Town  hall  is  on  Broad  street  in  Valley  Falls. 

R£(X>RD8. 

[Note.— Land  evidence  and  probate  records  that  concern  Cumberlaad  territory  previoua 
to  1747  are  to  be  found  at  Taunton,  the  nhire  town  for  Bristf(4  County.] 

Town  meeting  recorclH  from  1747  to  1759  are  mixed  with  other  reoorde  in 
a  volume  lettereti  "Probate  ret-ords,  No.  1-3."  From  1759  to  date  town 
meeting  records  are  in  vole.  1-4. 


(Vols. 


ABCHIVES   OP   RHODE   T8LAND. 

Town  council  records  irom  1747  lo  1758  a 
volume  letttred  "  Probate  recorde.  No, 
in  town  council  retonls,  voIh.  2-17. 
Proliate  records  ma  from  1747  to  dal«,  vols.  1-33,  i 
1,  2,  and  3  are  bound  in  1  volume,  and  contain  town  meeting,  town 
council,  and  vital  records.)  There  are  also  the  following:  Bonde,  1874- 
1889,  1  vol.;  ail  ministration  bonds,  18ti3  to  date,  1  vol.;  guanlianship 
bonds,  18d4  to  date,  1  vol. ;  guardians'  bunds,  sale  of  real  estate,  1804  lo 
date,  1  vol.;  bonds  to  pay  debts  and  legacies,  189*  to  (late,  I  vol.;  exBC- 
utiirs'  bonds  to  return  inventories,  1895  to  dale,  1  vol.;  al^(H>uQls,  1895 
to  date,  1  vol.:  wills,  1S95  to  date,  1  vol.;  inventories,  adtninii'tratian 
and  gitanlian,  1895  lo  date,  1  vol.;  letters  of  odiiilnist ration,  etc.,  1895 
Uj  date,  1  vol. ;  probate  docket,  1896  to  date,  1  vol, 
Ileeds  run  from  1747  to  date,  vols.  1-62,  with  4  volnmen  of  eepHiate  indes. 
Mortfcages  of  personal  property  run  from  1S34  to  dale,  vols,  1-7.  There 
are  6  volumes  of  street  plala  and  profiles  and  5  volumee  of  town  plat«, 
with  iudekes  for  each.  Receiving  book  for  deeds  is  kept. 
Vital  iwtitdfl  from  1729  to  1760  are  in  the  volume  lettered  "  Frnbate 
records,  No.  1-3."  There  are  3  voluiu«e  of  births  and  deatlia.  17IS- 
IS60,  and  2  volumee  of  marriages,  1746-1850.  Tbwe  are  followed  bj- 
record  of  births.  No.  4,  1B50-190I,  1  vol.,  1901  to  date,  1  vol.;  reconl  of 
marriaees,  vols.  3  and 4,  1850-1895.  2  vols.,  1895  to  date,  1  vol.;  record  of 
deaths,  vol.  4.  1852-1901,  1  vol.  There  are  also  5  volumes  of  int«ntLoua 
and  returns  of  tnarriage,  1896  to  date.  The  records  as  far  as  the  year 
1850  are  printe<l  in  vol.  3  of  Arnold's  Vital  Heconl  of  Rhode  Inland. 

'  records:  Town  tax,  1872  lu  date,  is  in  15  volumes.    The  tax 
books  have  been  printed,  1864  to  date. 
cliool  reports  have  been  printed  from  1S48  to  dale,  although  some  of  the 
r  numbers  can  not  be  locatetl  in  any  collection. 

iwllaneouB  records: 

Marks  of  sheep,  No.  2,  1760-1827,  1  vol. 

Corporation  retunui,  1848  to  date,  1  vol. 

Mechanics'  liens,  1855  in  dat«,  1  vol. 

Begietry  Ixwk,  1877  to  date,  H  vols. 

Assignment  of  wages,  1884  tii  dale.  2  vols. 

Begistry  of  dogs,  1S84  to  date,  3  vols. 

Report  of  trustees  on  cemetery,  1690-1900,  1  vol. 

Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 

Attachmentti  and  executions,  1694  to  date,  1  vol.  (index). 

Natmnlixation  book,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

Medical  n^ister,  1895  to  dale,  I  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  1696  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  voting  districU,  1896  to  djie,  5  vols. 

Liquor  licenses,  licensee  for  enlertaincuenis,  etc.,  kept  in  si ub  volumes. 

The  records  are  kept  in  a  larg^e  vault  in  the  town  bull  ut 
Valley  Falls  and  are  iu  good  condition. 
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EAST  GREENWICH. 

East  Greenwich  was  incorporated  as  a  town  October  31, 1677. 
It  was  divided  in  1741  and  West  Greenwich  separated  from  it 

Population:  240  (1708),  1,223  (1730),  1,044  (1748),  1,663 
(1774),  1,609  (1782),  1,775  (1800),  2,358  (1850),  2,775  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  elections  held  on  the  second  Saturday  in 
June  and  for  appropriations  on  the  second  Wednesday  in 
August.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on  the  last 
rhursda}'  of  each  month. 

Town  hall  is  at  East  Greenwich. 

RBCX)RDe. 

lown  meeting  records  from  1667. to  1678  are  apparently  lacking.*  From 
1678  to  1752  they  are  to  be  found  in  the  volume  wrongly  lettered  "town 
council  reconle,  1681-1752,**  which  contains  also  earmarks  1713-1716, 
vital  records,  1650-1716,  and  a  very  few  town  council  entries.  From 
1752  to  1793  they  are  in  a  volume  so  lettered,  and  from  1793  to  date  they 
are  contained  in  3  volumes,  numbered  vols.  4-6. 

Proprietor's  records:  There  are  several  volumes  of  proprietor's  records, 
one  of  which,  from  1711  to  1829,  is  wrongly  lettered  **  Council  records, 
1711-1805."  There  is  an  old  volume  in  bad  condition  containing  pro- 
prietor's records  from  1711  to  1766,  also  1709-1735,  1715,  etc.,  1828-1834^ 
in  same  loose  volume.  There  are  also  a  few  entries  of  1715-16  in  book 
2  of  land  evidence. 

Town  council  reconls:  There  seems  to  be  no  records  of  the  town  council 
before  1715,  except  such  entries  as  are  scattered  through  the  volume 
wrongly  lettered  "  Town  council  records,  1681-1752,"  and  vols.  1  and  2  of 
land  evidence,  1678-1704  and  1703-1717.  The  regular  series  apparently 
begin  with  the  vplume  of  town  council  records,  1715-1729.  This  is  fol- 
loweil  by  council  book  5  B,  1730-1752;  council  book,  1752-1784;  book  No. 
4, 1784-1807;  book  5  A,  1807-1826;  book  No.  6, 1826-1845,  and  by  books 
Nos.  7  to  12,  1845  to  date.  The  volume  labeled  **  Council  records,  1711- 
1805,"  is  in  reality  proprietors'  records  from  1711  to  1829. 

Prolmte  records  prior  to  1715  are  apparently  scattered  through  the  same 
early  volumes  as  are  the  town  council  records.  From  1715  to  date  they 
are  contained  in  10  volumes.  There  are  2  volumes  of  bonds,  1872  to 
date,  and  a  probate  docket.  The  probate  records  have  indexes  in  ea(;h 
volume. 

Deeds:  Land  evidence  book  1,  includes  deeds,  1678-1704,  a  few  vital  rec- 
ords, 1680-1713,  a  few  probate  entries,  1684,  1691,  1698,  1704,  and  ear- 
marks 1684-1686.  Land  evidence  book  2  includes  deeds,  1703-1717,  vital 
recortls,  1682-1715,  and  a  few  inventories,  earmarks,  and  proprietor's  rec- 
ords. Land  evidence  book  3  contains  deeds,  171 7-1 724.  There  is  also  an 
additional  volume  of  land  evidence  b<x)k  3,  1716-1759,  containing  mort- 
gages. Books  4  to  23  continue  the  series  of  land  evidence  from  1724  to 
date.     The  volumes  of  mortgages  run  from  1729  to  date,  the  last  one 
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I  beiuBVo).  II,     Mdrtgageenf  pMreoual  property  are  in  3  volumes,  1S36  lo 
.  date.    There  ie  a  receiving  book  Tor  deeds,     Plata  are  rc)lliMi  ami  tliere 
e  large  folio  book  of  ptatd,  whicli  ie  indexed.    Thstreare  three  early 
piatH  prcsen'ed,  two  of  t71l  and  1734  showing  tin-  eompai:!  part  of  the 
I    town,  and  one  of  1726  of  territory  aouthwest  of  the  town. 
vital  records  from  IftSO  to  ITlti  are  scattered  throughout  the  volume  of 
I    town  meeting  record B  lettered  "Town  council  records,  1681-1752,"  from 
1680  to  1713  in  the  flret  volume  of  land  evidence,  from  1682  to  1716  in 
the  Hecond  volume  uf  land  evidence,  and  from  1746  to  1752  in  the  first 
volume  of  probate  records.    The  r^cular  Beries  of  vital  records  run  from 
1716  to  1B51,  in  4  volumes,  and  are  iwntiniied  by  1  volume  of  births,  I  of 
marriages,  and  1  of  deaths  from  1850  to  date,    Intentionuof  marriage  and 
inlentjona  and  returns  of  nmrriBge  run  from  1881  to  date,  in  4  volumes. 
The  records  as  far  as  1850  are  printed  in  vol.  1  of  Arnold's  Vital  Record 
of  Rhode  Island. 
Assessors  records:  The  original  tax-lists  have  been  preserved,  from  1836 
to  date,  with  a  few  exceptions,  and  there  are  a  few  Sl.^attered  list^  of  the 
figbteenth  century.    The  tas  books  have  been  printwi  from  1863  to  date. 
School  records:  The  si'hool  reports  liavi'  l>een  prinleil  in  1867  and  from 
^L^  1**70  to  date,  with  poBeibly  issues  tor  interv'ening  dales. 
^Hlliacellaneous  records: 
^■^     Record  of  earmarks,  17I&'I856,  1  vol. 
^B       Bank  mortgages,  1741-1754,  1  folio  unbound  vol. 
^K       Book  of  estrays,  175.VI863,  1  vol. 
^H       Record  of  justice's  court,  1783-1828,  11  [laraphlet  vols. 
^        Notary  public  reconl,  ITOS-lSlfi,  2  vob. 

Ducket  of  notes  and  accounts  rei'eiveii  for  collecUon,  1823-1835,  1  vol. 
Book  of  militia  enrollmenb;,  1862-1880,  1  vol. 
Militia  lists,  1881-1886,  1  vol. 
Registry  of  voters,  1842-1855,  1842-1876,  2  vols. 
Registry  book.  1877  to  date,  2  vols. 
Dog  r^ter,  1864  to  date,  4  vols. 
Assignment  cif  wages,  1884  to  date,  1  vol. 
Jury  lists,  1893  to  date,,l  vol. 
Mecbanica'  liens,  1805  to  date,  1  vol. 
Pending  suits,  181)5  to  date,  t  vol. 
Heilical  rqjist*r,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 
Raster  of  clergymen,  1896  to  datei,  I  vol. 

A  large  number  of  bundles  of  miscelianeouH  jKLpem,  i:hiefly  rei:()rilH  of 
ioBticee'  courts. 

The  records  are  kept  in  fireproof  quarterH  in  the  town  hall 
t  East  Greenwich.     Several  of  the  early  volumea  have  been 
Ktreserved  by  the  Emery  proi^eas. 

EAST   PROVIDENCE. 

The  town  of  fieekonk  was  taken  from  Rehoboth  and  incor- 
Bponited  as  a  Ma.ssiirhus^etts  town  in  1S12.     On  the  settlement 
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of  the  boundary  controversy  between  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island,  the  westerly  part  of  Seekonk  came  into  the 
possession  of  Rhode  Island  and  was  incorporated  as  the  town 
of  East  Providence,  March  1,  1862. 

Population:  2,172  (1865),  12,138  (1900). 

Town  meetinf^  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  Tuesday 
next  after  the  first  Monday  in  November,  and  for  appropria- 
tions on  the  second  Monday  in  November.  Town  council 
meets  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  each  month  and  probate 
court  meets  on  the  second  Monday  of  each  month. 

Town  hall  b  on  Taunton  avenue  in  f^ist  Providence. 

RECORDS, 

[NoTE.~The  records  that  concern  East  Providence  territory  previoos  to  18G2  are  deposited 
as  followfi:  Town  meeting  and  vital  records  from  1645  to  1812  are  at  Rehoboth  and  from 
1812  to  1862  at  Seekonk.  Land  evidence  and  probate  records  from  1686  to  1862  are  at 
Taunton.] 

Town  meeting  records  from  1862  to  date  are  in  2  volumes. 

Town  c*ouncil  records  from  1862  to  date  are  in  9  volumes. 

Probate  records  from  1862  to  date  are  as  follows:  Probate  court  joumai, 
vols.  1— t;  reconl  of  wills,  vols.  1-2;  record  of  inventories,  comnuBsioners* 
reports  an<l  accounts,  vols.  1-4;  letters  of  administration,  vols.  1-2;  let- 
ters of  ^guardianship,  vols.  1-2;  letters  testamentary,  vols.  1-3.  There 
are  also  4  volumes  of  probate  bonds,  1873  to  date;  1  volume  of  probate 
warrants,  1899  to  date,  and  probate  docket.  Probate  records  are  indexed 
in  each  volume  from  1862  to  1895,  and  in  the  probate  docket  from  1895 
to  date. 

Deeds  run  from  1862  Uy  date,  vol.  1-.50,  and  are  provided  with  6  volumes 
of  indexes.  Mortgagi»s  of  real  estate  run  from  1862  to  date,  vol.  1-31, 
with  3  volumes  of  index.  PerH<:)nal  proiierty  mortgages  run  from  1862 
to  date,  vol.  1-7.  There  is  a  receiving  book  for  conveyances.  Plats  are 
in  9  folio  volumes,  with  an  in<lex  to  lot  owners  and  an  index  to  plats. 
Highway  plats  are  hi  11  folio  volumes,  with  an  index.  There  are  also 
38  folio  plat  cards. 

Vital  retx)nls:  There  are  2  volumes  each  of  births,  of  marriages,  and  of 
deaths,  1862  to  date,  with  3  volumes  of  indexes.  There  are  also  5  vol- 
umes of  intentions  of  marriage  and  intentions  and  returns  of  marriage, 
1881  to  date. 

Assessors'  records  and  also  the  collector's  book  nin  from  1862  to  date. 
There  are  9  volumes  of  tax  book  fire  districts,  1890-1898.  The  tax  books 
have  been  printeil  from  1863  to  date,  with  the  probable  exception  of 
1864,  1865,  and  1866. 

School  reports  have  been  printed  from  1863  to  date,  being  published  in 
the  re|)ort«  of  town  officers,  1876  to  date. 

Miscellaneous  recortls: 

Highway  records,  1865  to  date;   1  vol.  (includes  copies  of  highway 
layouts  taken  from  Rehoboth  records,  1684-1856). 
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Miscellaneous  records — Continued. 

Attachments  and  executionH,  1872  to  date,  1  vol. 

Tax  collectors  returns  of  auction  sales,  1873-1883,  1  vol. 

Census  of  East  Providence,  1875,  1  vol. 

Enrollment  of  militia,  1875  to  18C6,  1  vol. 

Rej^istry  book,  1877  to  date,  4  vols. 

Dog  licenses,  1879  to  date,  with  an  index  of  2  vols. 

Vaccination  records,  1882  to  date,  2  vols. 

Assignment  of  wages,  1885  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  liens,  1885  to  date,  1  vol. 

Liquor  licenses,  1890  to  <iate. 

Druggist  liquor  licenses,  1892  to  date. 

Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 

Entertainment  licenses,  1901  to  date. 

Peddlers  licenses,  1903  to  date. 

Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

Notice  of  pending  suite,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

Military  enrollment  of  1898,  1  vol. 

The  records  are  in  a  fireproof  i"oom  in  the  town  hall  on 
Taunton  avenue,  and  are  in  good  condition  and  well  indexed. 

EXETER. 

Exeter  was  taken  from  North  Kingstown  and  incorporated 
as  a  town  March  8,  1743. 

Population:  1,174  (1748),  1,864  (1774),  2,058  (1782),  2,476 
(1800),  1,634  (1,850),  841  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in  June,  and  for  appropriations  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
April.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on  the  first 
Monday  of  each  month. 

Town  Hall  is  at  Pine  Hill,  but  all  the  records  in  daily  use, 
at  the  present  writing,  are  kept  in  the  town  clerk's  house, 
about  2  miles  east  of  the  town  hall. 

RECORDS. 

Town  meeting  records  are  in  8  volumes,  1743  to  date. 

Town  council  records  are  in  19  volumes,  1743  to  date.    Vols.  1-17  include 

probate  records. 
Probate  records,  1743  to  date,  are  contained  in  vols.  1-17  of  town  council 

records  and  separately  in  prolmte  records,  vols.  lH-20.     There  are  also  2 

volumes  of  probate  bonds,  1873  to  date,  1  volume  of  probate  index,  and 

1  volume  of  probate  doirket. 
Deeds  are  in  21  volumes,  1743  to  date.     From  1882  to  date  mortga^res  are 

kept  separately,  vols.  20-21.    There  is  a  separate  volume  of  index  of 
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deeds.     Personal  property  book,  1834  to  date,  2  volumes  (vol.  2  includes 
also  assignments  of  wages,  receipts  and  agreements,  and  leases).     MoEt 
of  the  plats  are  recorded  in  the  deed  books,  although  there  are  a  few 
rolled. 
Vital  records  are  in  1  volume,  1743-1853.    Since  1860  there  are  two  each 
of  births,  of  marriages,  and  of  deaths.    There  are  3  volumes  of  intentions 
of  marriage,  1881  to  date.    The  records  as  far  as  the  year  1850  are  printed 
in  Vol.  5  of  Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island. 
Assessors  records:  Nearly  all  of  the  original  tax  books  are  in  the  office 
from  1850  to  date.    The  tax  books  have  been  printed  from  1855  to  date. 
In  the  Westerly  Public  Library  there  is  a  manuscript  volume  containing 
autograph  accounts  of  rateable  estates  in  Exeter,  apparently  all  of  the 
year  1767. 
School  reports  have  been  printed  from  1851  to  date,  although  a  few  reports 

previous  to  1870  have  not  been  located  in  any  collection. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Record  of  the  board  of  canvassers,  1876  to  date,  1  vol. 

Registry  book,  1877  to  date,  2  vols. 

Dog  licenses,  1892  to  date,  1  vol. 

Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

Medical  roister,  1  vol.  (has  no  entries). 

There  are  a  few  old  volumes,  such  as  militia  lists,  dog  licenses, 
tax  records,  etc.,  in  the  town  hall,  which  are  not  enumerated  in  this 
report. 

There  are  two  safes  provided  for  the  records  in  the  town 
hall  near  Pine  Hill,  but  at  the  present  time  most  of  the  records 
are  kept  in  the  town  clerk's  house.  They  are  in  excellent  con- 
dition, and  are  fairly  well  indexed. 

There  is  a  collection  of  Exeter  papers  preserved  in  the 
library  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  a  description 
of  which  can  be  found  in  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society 
Publications,  iv:  35,  vi:  43.  They  have  been  ari*anged  and 
classified  under  the  following  headings: 

Town  meeting  records,  1764-1862. 

Town  meeting  warrants,  1831-1863. 

Town  council  records,  1 788-1858. 

Highway  orders,  1814-1866. 

Reports  and  plats  of  highways  at  various  times. 

Bonds,  1740-1841. 

Deeds,  1744-1839. 

Indentures,  1760-1850. 

Tax  books,  1733-1844. 

Tax  lists. 

Wills  and  probate  matter. 

Lists  of  rateable  estates. 
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A  few  military  papeis. 

Mieitillajieons  lettere. 

Letters  to  Jonathan  Amoltl,  17flti-lft03. 

Prol»Ie  papers,  1780-1862  (4  bundles). 

Town  treasnrer's  a(.'CounU  ami  billa  (3  bundlee). 

Justice's  Court  recorde,  18t8-lH:!4. 

Miacellaneoua  papers  (2  boxes). 

POSTEK. 

Foster  v/aa  taken  froui  liScituate  aud  incorporated  Aut(U8t 
24,  1781. 

Population:  1,763  (1782).  2,-157  (1800),  1,932  (1850),  1,151 
(lyiXt). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  laat  Mon- 
day in  May  and  for  appropnation.s  on  the  last  Monday  iu 
March.  Town  coum^il  and  probate  court  meet  on  the  tirst 
Saturday  of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  office  is  at  Foster  Centre. 


Town  meeting  records  are  in  2  volumes,  1781  to  date. 

Towu  council  records  are  in  4  volumes,  1781  to  date. 

Probate  records  are  in  aseries  labeled  Wilis,  17S2-IS87,  vols.  1-11;  probate 
records,  1SS7  to  dale,  vols.  12-13.  There  are  also  2  volumes  of  records 
of  l>on<lB,  1873  to  date. 

Deed*  are  in  20  volumes,  17H2  to  date.  There  are  4  volumes  of  mortgages 
of  real  estate,  1881  lo  date,  and  1  volume  of  records  of  personal  estate, 
1835  Ui  dale.     Borne  of  the  plats  ore  in  a  volume  and  others  are  rolled. 

The  plat  of  the  Weelconnaiig  Purcbase,  ilrawn  in  17.'!4  and  coverning  the 
southern  half  of  the  town,  is  now  presen'ed  in  the  library  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society. 

Vital  records  from  1782  to  1850  are  in  1  volutno.  From  1860  to  date  there 
is  one  volume  each  of  births,  of  marriBge«,  and  of  deaths.  There  is  1 
volume  of  intentions  of  marriage,  18S1-169((,  ami  2  volumes  of  intentions 
and  returns  of  marria^,  1896  to  date.  The  records  as  far  as  1850  are 
printed  in  Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island,  vol.  3. 

.\sse»eors'  records;  There  are  8  volume.^  of  tax  records  from  1871  to  dale, 
variously  labeled.     The  tax  books  have  l>ecn  printed  from  1868  to  date. 

^hool  records  in  the  town  clerk's  office  are  iKnindaries  of  school  distriela, 
1846-lfS6,  1  vol.  The  school  reports  were  printed  separately  in  1874, 
I87.'i,  and  1876,  and  in  the  tax  books  from  1878  to  date. 

MiscellaneoUB  records; 

Militia  lists,  1843-1882,  t  vol. 

ECeconls  of  board  of  canvaeaem,  1843  lo  dato,  2  vols. 

Re^atry  of  voters,  1851-1889,  1  vol. 

kBegietry  book,  1889  to  dale,  1  vol. 
H.  Doc.  745,  58-2— vol  ! 38 
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Miscellaneous  records — Continued. 

Records  of  dogs,  1870  to  date,  3  vols. 
Vaccination  list,  1881,  1  vol. 
Record  of  jurors,  1893  to  date,  1  voL 
Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 
Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

The  records,  although  well  bound  and  in  good  condition, 
are  not  well  indexed  and  are  not  kept  in  fireproof  receptacles. 
At  the  time  of  the  compilation  of  this  report,  however,  the 
town  is  preparing  to  change  the  town  clerk's  office  to  more 
suitable  quarters. 

GLOCESTER. 

Glocester  was  taken  from  Providence  and  incorporated 
February  20,  1731.  Burrillville  was  separated  from  it  in 
1806. 

Population:  1,202  (1748),  2,945  (1774),  2,791  (1782),  4,009 
(1800),  2,872  (1850),  1,462  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June,  and  for  appropriations  on  the  third  Saturday  in 
April.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on  second  Sat- 
urday of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  office  is  in  Chepachet. 

RECORDS. 

Town  meeting  records  are  in  3  volumes,  1731  to  date. 

Town  council  records  are  in  5  volumes,  1731  to  date.  Vols.  3,  4,  and  5  are 
wrongly  lettered  4,  3,  and  4. 

Probate  records,  wills,  and  inventories  are  in  8  volumes,  1733  to  date,  and 
contain  indexes  in  each  volume.  Vol.  2  is  lettered  "Highways  and 
wills,"  and  contains,  in  addition  to  wills,  1781-1796, 163  pages  of  recordfi 
of  highways,  1733-1815.  Vol.  6  is  lettered  ** Probate  records,"  and  voli?. 
7  and  8  are  lettered  "Probate  court  records."  The  probate  records  are 
kept  separately  from  1815  to  date,  in  4  volumes.  The  reconl  of  bonds 
are  in  2  volumes,  1873  to  date,  the  first  volume,  1873-1882,  containing 
also  attachments  and  mechanics'  liens  from  1896  to  date.  There  ie  a 
volume  of  probate  docket,  1896  to  date. 

Deeds:  The  deed  books  run  from  1731  to  date,  in  38  volmnes,  and  include 
mortgages.  They  are  indexed  in  each  volume,  and  there  is  a  general 
index  to  volumes  1-21.  Personal  property  mortgages,  from  1834  to  date, 
are  in  2  volumes,  vol.  2  including  also  assignment  of  wages  and  bills  of 
sale.    There  is  a  receiving  book  for  deeds.    Plats  are  rolled. 

Vital  records  from  1731  to  1850  are  in  1  volume,  well  indexed.  From  1850 
to  date  there  are  2  volumes  each  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths.  In- 
tentions of  marriage,  1881-1895,  2  volumes,  and  intentions  and  returns 
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of  ntarriage,  1800  to  date,  2  volmnea.  Records  previous  to  1850  nn? 
printed  in  vol.  3  of  Amutd'e  Vital  Record  of  Rhod<i  Island. 
Aaeessoni'  records:  The  tax  iwoko  from  1862  to  date  are  in  ceparately 
l30und  volumes.  Prifir  to  1862  they  are  tiled,  Tho  tax  booka  have  been 
printed  in  1859,  and  from  1B64  to  date,  with  the  probable  exception  of 
865. 

lool  records  in  the  town  clerk'e  otBoe  are  bonndariesof  school  districtB, 
1839-1896,  1  vol.,  and  school  account  Itnok,  1840-1862,  1  vol.    Bchool 
T^parte  have  been  prinied  from  1S6S  to  ilale, 
Miscellaaeoaa  records; 

Limits  of  highways,  lii'26  to  dale,  1  ^ol. 
Militia  li^te,  1843-188S,  1  vol. 
Treasurer's  jounial,  1876  lo  date,  3  vols. 
Treaeurer")*  ledtjer.  1876  to  date.  2  vols. 
Ref^sfry  liook,  1877  to  date,  2  vols. 
Jury  book,  1803  to  d^te,  1  vol. 
Medical  refEiRter,  1895  to  dat«,  1  vol. 
Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 
Militia  enrollment  of  1898,  in  sheett*. 
Justioea'  court  record,  1873-1893,  1  vol. 
Justices'  court  record,  1881-1886,  1  vi>l. 
Justices'  ourt  civil  docket,  1873-1888,  1  vol. 

There  are  several  boxes  of  loose  papers,  such  as  receipts,  warrants, 
accounts,  indentures,  etc.,  chiefly  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

The  records  are  kept  in  two  safes  in  the  town  clerk'.s 
office  in  Chepachet.  The  early  records  have  been  carefully 
relx>und  and  are  in  excellent  condition. 

HOPKINTOS. 

Hopkinton  wan  taken  from  Wewterly  and  incorporated 
March  19,  1TS7. 

Population:  1,808  (1774),  1,735  (1782),  2,276  (1800),  2,477 
(1850),  2,602  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  elections  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
June,  for  appropriations  on  the  Thursday  Jiefore  tlie  last 
Tuesday  in  May.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on 
the  first  Monday  of  each  month. 

Town  hall  is  in  Hopkinton  City. 


town  meeUng  records  an-  in  4  volumes.  1757  !■!  dalo. 
Down  conncil  records  are  in  13  volumes,  1757  to  date. 
Vfobate  records  are  in  19  volumes.  9  of  which,  1757-1S59,  are  rlsseed  hh 
town  council  records,  and  10  of  them,  1859  to  dale,  are  slriclly  probate 
records.    There  are  2  volimies  of  probate  bonds,  1872  to  date,  and  1  vol- 
^^  ume  of  probate  docket,  189.5  to  date. 
Deeds  are  in  26  volumes,  1757  lo  date. 


i 


696  AMERICAN   HISTORIOAL   ASSOCIATION. 

Vital  records:  The  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1757  to  1851  are  to 
be  found  in  the  yarioas  volumes  of  town  meeting  records.     From  1851  to 
date  there  is  1  volume  each  of  births,  of  marriages,  and  of  deaths.    Mar- 
riages are  also  recorded  in  4  small  volumes,  1881  to  date,  and  from  1881 
to  1896  the  intentions  and  returns  of  marriages  are  in  a  thin  folio  volume 
All  the  vital  records  from  1757  to  1850  are  printed  in  Arnold's  Vital 
Record  of  Rhode  Island,  vol.  5. 
Assessors'  records  prior  to  1891  are  filed  as  documents.     From  1891  to 
date  they  are  contained  in  4  volumes.    The  tax  books  have  been  printed 
annually  from  1855  to  date,  with  the  exception  of  the  year  I860. 
School  records:  There  is  1  volume  of  the  boundaries  of  school  districts, 
1828-1903.    The  reports  of  the  school  committee  and  superintendent 
have  been  printed  annually  from  1856  to  date,  with  the  probable  excep- 
tion of  the  year  1863,  w^hich  does  not  seem  to  be  in  any  set 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Mortgages  of  personal  property,  1834  to  datie,  3  vols. 

Highway  lists,  1861-1889,  4  vols. 

List  of  militia  (alHO  lists  of  jurors)  1869-1882,  1  vol. 

Dog  licenses,  1874  to  date,  3  vols. 

Registry  book,  1877  to  date,  2  vols. 

Assignment  of  wages,  1884  to  date,  2  vols. 

Records  of  voting  districts,  2  vols,  (one  for  Hope  Valley  and  one  for 

Ashaway). 
Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 

The  records,  which  are  mostly  indexed  and  are  in  good  con- 
dition, are  kept  in  safes  in  the  town  hall  at  Hopkinton  City. 

JAMESTOWN. 

Jamestown,  on  the  island  of  Conanicut,  was  incorporated 
November  4,  1678. 

Population:  206  (1708),  563  (1772),  344  (1782),  601  (1800), 
358  (1850),  1,498  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  officers  and  for  appropria- 
tions held  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  April.  Town  council 
and  probate  court  meet  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  office  is  on  Narragansett  avenue,  in  Jamestown. 

RECORDS. 

Town  meeting  records,  called  in  the  early  period  records  of  the  "Proprie- 
tors and  freemen,'*  from  1679  to  1744  are  in  the  volume  lettered  "Pro- 
prietors' records,  births,  marriages,  and  deaths."  Thifi  volume,  which 
includes  also  town  council  records  and  earmarks,  has  been  preserved  by 
the  Emery  process,  but  has  pages  15-39  very  much  misplaced.  Town 
meeting  records  from  1744  to  1796  are  in  the  volume  lettered  "Book  of 
town  records,  No.  3."  From  1797  to  1857  they  are  in  a  volume  num- 
iHTed  Book  4.     From  1858  to  date  they  are  in  1  volume. 

Town  council  records  from  1697  to  1744  are  in  the  volume  lettered  "Pro- 
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I  prietors  records,  etc."     From  1744  to  1766  they  are  in  the  volume  let- 

I  tere<l  "Book  of  town  recordB,  No.  3."    Tliie  id  fdllowert  by  town  council, 

o.  4, 17ii7-t813;  town  council  No.  5, 1813-194S;  town  council  IS49-I874; 

nibale  and  town  cooncil,  No.  5,   1874-1887,  nnd   probate  and   town 

council.  No.  6,  1887-1895.     Protii  1895  to  (lute  town  council  records  are 

keiit  eeparately  in  vol.  No.  7. 

Probate  records  previous  to  1895  are  kept  in  the  same  volumes  with  town 

ronneil  records,  q.  r.    There  are  also  some  probate  rwrirds  from  1680  to 

1730  in  the  volume  ot  land  evidence,  No.  1.     From  1895  to  date,  probate 

records  are  kept  eeparntely  hi  vol.  7.     There  is  a  volume  of  probate 

docket,  1896  to  date. 

Deeds:  Land  evidence,  from  1680  to  1730,  iu  in  Ibe  volume  lettered  "Land 

evidenif,  No.  1."     This  volume  also  contains  probate  recor']'!  from  1680 

to  1730,  praprietore  records.  1722,  a  few  Indian  deedE  of  1657  1659   and 

B  plat  of  Goulde  Island,  1752,  laid  in.     It  has  been  preserved  by  the 

Emery  process,  but  unfortunately  lacks  a   few  leaves  at  either  end 

There  is  also  a  typewritten  copy  of  this  volume.     From  17J0  to  date 

laud  evidence  is  numbered  vol.  2-15.    There  ia  a  separaU;  volume  of 

index  and  a  reception  book.     Pereonal  property  mortgages,  1841  to  dale 

are  in  2  volumes,  the  first  in  paper.     Plats  are  rolled.     There  is  a  plat  of 

the  early  lay  out  of  lamls  on  Cronanicut,  1659,  filed  among  the  records 

of  the  Newport  County  court,  although  at  the  present  writing  it  can  not 

be  found.    There  is  said  to  be  an  early  copy  of  this  plat  framed  and 

,   hung  up  in  the  John  E.  Watson  house  on  Conanicut  Island. 

ntal  records  from  11(67  to  1S50  are  scattered   throughout  the  volume  let- 

y  lered  "Proprietor*  records,  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,"  and  have 

'    been  printed  in  vol.  4  of  .Arnold's  Vital  K«»ni  of  Rhotle  Island.     From 

1850  tn  date  there  ia  1  volume  each  for  births,  marriages,  and  deaths. 

Intentions  of  marrisge,  1882-1896,  are  in  1  volume,  and  intentions  and 

ntums  of  marriage,  1896  to  date,  in  2  volumes. 

'8  records  for  the  last  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  are  preserved 
only  in  the  original  sheets.  From  iaH9  to  date  the  original  lists  are 
kept  in  1  volnrue.  The  tax  books  have  been  printed  in  1854,  1860, 
1883,  1865,  1869,  and  possibly  intervening  dates,  and  1870  t<    ' 


School  reporta  from  1874  to  date  e: 

State  brard  of  e<lucation. 
.VlJKcellaneuuE  records: 

t     Registry  book,  1877  to  (Ut<!,  2  vols. 
Dog  licenses,  1K85  to  date,  2  vols. 
Record  of  licenses.  No.  1,  1891  to  d 
Naturalisation  papers,  ISS2  to  date. 
Jury  book,  189:1  to  date,  1  vol. 
Index  of  write  of  attachment,  1894 


[I  manuscript 


n  thf  oftii*  <.f  tiie 


I  late,  1  vol. 


Notices  of  liens.  No.  1,  1895  t* 

Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1 

Register  of  clergymen,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  elections,  1901  to  dale,  1  vol. 
The  records  nre  kept  in  twu  Kufes  in  the  towD  clerk's  office 
and  are  in  good  (loiidition.     A  card  catalofriie  index  of  probate 
and  land  evident-e  is  in  proirres.-*. 
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JOHNSTON. 

Johnston  was  taken  from  the  town  of  Providence  and  incor- 
porated March  6,  1759.  The  more  populous  portion  of  the 
town  was  annexed  to  Providence  in  May,  1898,  and  nearly 
all  the  records  were  removed  to  the  Providence  city  hall. 

Population:  1,031  (1774),  996  (1782),  1,346  (1800),  2,937 
(1850),  11,203  (1895),  4,305  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  held  on  the  Tuesday  after  the 
first  Monday  in  November,  and  for  appropriations  on  the  first 
Monday  in  April.  Town  council  meets  on  the  second  Friday 
in  each  month,  and  probate  court  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  oflSce  is  at  Thornton. 

Town  meeting  records  before  1898  are  in  the  office  of  the  Providence  city 
clerk.  The  Johnston  office  has  transcripts  of  the  records  from  1796  to 
1898  in  3  volumes.  The  records  from  1898  to  date  are  kept  in  a  volume 
lettered  1884  to  date,  the  entries  from  1884  to  1898  being  merely  minut^v. 
The  lists  of  town  officers  are  kept  in  a  separate  volume,  1891  to  date. 

Town  council  records  from  1759  to  1898  are  in  the  office  of  the  Providence 
city  clerk.  The  Johnston  office  has  the  records  from  1898  to  date  in 
2  volumes. 

Probate  records  from  1759  to  1898  are  in  the  office  of  the  municipal  court 
of  Providence.  The  Johnston  office  has  a  volume  of  transcripts  of  probate 
records,  1875-1898,  but  of  wills  only,  and  the  record  from  1898  to  date 
in  9  volumes  not  numbered  serially.  There  is  also  a  volume  of  probate 
docket. 

Deeds  from  1759  to  1898  are  in  the  office  of  the  recorder  of  deeds  of  Pro  vi- 
olence. The  Johnston  office  has  a  volume  of  transcripts  of  deeds,  1876- 
1898,  lettered  vol.  13.  The  deeds  from  1898  to  dale  are  in  4  volumes, 
lettered  vol.  61  and  vols.  1-3.  Mortgages  from  1898  to  date  are  in  3 
volumes,  lett<?re<i  vols.  63,  14,  and  1.  Personal  property  mortgages  are 
in  3  volumes,  vol.  1  being  1898  to  date,  and  vols.  2  and  3  being  tran- 
scripts, 1892-1898.  There  is  also  an  index,  1892-1898,  and  a  receiving 
book.  The  plats  of  estates  as  far  as  1898  are  in  the  Providence  deed 
office,  the  Johnston  office  having  copies  of  those  in  the  remaining  portion 
of  Johnston  and  also  all  plats  from  1898  to  date.  Of  street  plats  and 
profiles,  the  Johnston  office  has  only  those  of  the  remaining  portion  of 
Johnst<m,  the  }>lata  of  the  annexed  portion  being  in  Providence. 

Vital  records:  The  original  volumes  from  1759  to  1898  are  in  the  office  of 
the  Providence  city  registrar.  The  Johnston  office  has  copies  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  1759-1898,  and  1  volume  of  births,  1  volume 
of  deaths,  and  2  volumes  of  intentions  and  returns  of  marriages  from 
1898  to  date.  The  records  as  far  as  1850  are  printed  in  vol.  2  of  Arnold's 
Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island. 
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ci'nls:  The  Johnston  office  has  only  the  manuscript  volumes, 
rom  1898  to  dHl*,  in  9  vtiliiiiien,  and  the  poll-Ian  booke,  from  1898  lo  ilate, 
II  a  volumes.     The  Imx  books  have  been  printed  from  1867  to  date. 
L  School  reports  have  been  printed  from  1H57  to  elate,  with  a  few  poewhle 

exceptions  between  l»g8  and  1871.). 
r   HieuellaneoiM  reifrds  (most  of  the  volumes  Iwfore  1898  being  in   their 
Appropriete  oftiMMin  the  Provideove  L'ity  hall): 
Rpprtry  book,  1895  to  date.  2  vols. 
Application  to  hnild,  1901  to  date,  1  vol. 

Attachments,  executions,  and  mechanic  lienn,  187rt-189<(,  1  vol. 
Attachment  book,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
I'endinK  Huits,  1899  to  date,  I  vol. 
Rei-on)  ol  liens,  1898  to  ilale,  1  vol. 
Bewni  o(  leases,  1898  lo  date,  1  vol. 
Dog  Ixtot,  18fl8  to  date,  1  vol. 
AsBignment  of  wages,  1888  to  date,  I  vol. 
Ee^stration  of  clergymen,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
Jurj-  book,  1899  to  date,  1  vol. 
Kecord  of  elections,  189lt   to  date,  2   voIh.   (didtrirts   No.   3  and  4; 

dislricle  No.  1  and  2  haviiiK  t*en  annexeil  to  Providence), 
Registry  of  bonds,  Issue  of  Febniary  1,  I8P2,  1  vol. 


The  records  a 
►Thornton. 


i  kept  in  u  vault  in  the  town  clerk's  office  in 


Lincoln  was  taken  from  Smithlield  and  incorpui-ati'd  March 
;,  1871.     Central   Falls  was  taken  from  Lincoln  and  incor- 
iporated  Fehruaiy  21. 1895,  and  the  records  from  1871  to  ISfll 
Kwere  placed  in  the  office  at  Centml  Falls. 

Population:  7,889  (1871),  2*1,355  (1890),  8.9.^7  (1900).- 
Town  nieeting.for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  Tuesday 
Kpext  aft«r  the  first  Monday  in  November,  and  for  appropria- 
tions on  the  sot;ond  Monday  in  June.     Town  council  meets  on 
Jie  first  and  third  Thursday  of  each  month,  and  probate  court 
Ptneeta  on  the  fourth  Saturday  of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  office  is  on  Lont^daic  avenue  in  Lincoln. 


E.— The  ramrds  fram  IBTl  lo  18W&  ate  111  (ho  umce  ul  Cenlml  Fxlln,  q.  «.] 
a  meeting  records  from  1895  to  date  are  in  1  volume. 
n  council  records  from  1895  lo  date  are  in  I  volume. 
Tobate  records,  iiicliiding  retrords,  wills,  Itonds,  and  letters,  from  1896  to 
date,  are  in  4  volomes.     Tliere  ie  a  protmte  docket,  1895  to  date,  and  an 
inventory  book,  1897  lo  date. 
|Ceeda  fmm  1871  lo  date  arc  in  16  volumes.     The  dee<lH  from  1871  to  1895 
inw^ribed  from  the  record!!  at  t'eiitral  Falls.     There  is  a  weparate 
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volume  of  index  and  a  receiving  book.    Plats  are  filed  in  thin  folio 
volumes. 
Vital  records:  From  1895  to  date  there  is  1  volome  each  of  births,  of  mar- 
riages, and  of  deaths.     Intentions  and   returns  of  marriage  are  in  6 
volumes,  1895  to  date. 
Assessors  records  from  1895  to  date  are  in  7  volumes.    Tax  books  have 
been  printed  from  1871  to  date,  including  from  1871  to  1895  the  terri- 
tory of  the  present  Central  Falls. 
School  reports  have  been  printed  from  1872  to  date,  including  from  1872 
to  1895  the  territory  of  the  present  Central  Falls,  and  from  1895  to 
date  1>eing  bound  in  with  the  annual  reports. 
Miscellaneous  records: . 

Assignment  of  wages,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Attachments,  liens,  and  notices  of  pending  suits,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Jury  book,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Dog  licenses,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  elec^tions,  1892  to  date,  4  vols.  (1  for  each  district). 

Registry  book,  1895  to  date,  4  vols. 

Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

Town  licenses,  1901  to  date,  2  vols. 

LITTLE   COMITON. 

Little  Compton,  one  of  the  five  towns  received  from  Massa- 
chusetts in  1746  by  royal  decree,  was  incorporated  as  a  Rhode 
Island  town  January  27, 1747.  It  had  previously  been  incor- 
porated as  a  town  by  the  Plymouth  colony  in  1682.  As  incor- 
porated by  Rhode  Island  it  included  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
orij^nal  town  of  Little  Compton  and  a  small  part  of  the  town 
of  Dartmouth. 

Population:  1,152  (1748),  1,232  (1774),  1,341  (1782),  1,677 
(1800),  1,462  (1850),  1,132  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  officers  and  for  appropriations 
held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April.  Town  council  and  probate 
court  meet  on  the  second  Monday  of  each  month. 

Town  hall  is  at  Little  Compton  Commons. 

RECORDS. 

[N<rrE.— The  town  meetlntf  and  vital  records  before  1747  are  still  In  the  pooDOBoion  of  the 
town,  but  the  land  evidence  and  pn>bate  re<>ord8  before  that  date,  aocordlng  to  the 
MaAsachusetta  syHtem.  are  at  the  county  seat  at  Taunton.] 

Town  meeting  records.  The  earliest  volume,  called  "Town  records,  vol. 
1,  1H97-1779/'  contains  town  meeting  records  of  16S2  and  ia96  to  1774, 
vital  records,  1672-1774,  earmarks,  etc.  This  volume  is  preserved  by 
the  Emery  process.     **Town  record,  vol.  2,"  contains  town  meeting 


ABCHIVES    OP    RHODE    ISLATfD. 


.•ortis,  vital  rfcords,  eU'.,  (roDi  1775  t 
a  from  18£i  Ui  ds(«,  vols,  3-5. 


Town  lueelinii  r 


Town  wuncil  records  ran  from  1747todat«,  in  11  volumes.     Volomes  1  to 

8  JDclude  probate  records. 
Probate  reconlg  are  incluricil  in  vols.  1-8  of  town  council  records,  1747- 
1841.  From  1841  to  (late  they  are  kept  separately  in  volomee  lettered 
vol.  9-14.  There  are  also  records  of  towD  L-ouiicil  for  admin ietratore 
bonilB,  1747-17B8.  1  vol  ;  reixird  o(  bundti,  1832-1852,  1  \ol.;  executors, 
•dminiatmtora,  and  guaniiaita  bondn,  1871  to  date,  1vol.;  index  to  coun- 
ci!  and  probate,  1747-1888,  1  vol.;  jirobate docket,  1  vol. 

le  town  [loaMsees  the  original  "Bonk  of  records  for  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  lands  of  Little  Ckimpton,"  lfi73-1755,  and  also  a  tran«fript  of 
the  mme  made  in  1843.  Land  evidenee  runs  from  1747  lo  dale,  vol.  1-18. 
Personal  property  records  run  from  184?  to  date,  vol.  1-2.  There  is  a 
separate  index  of  grantees  and  a  lecelvlng  IxKik.  Such  plats  oa  are  loo 
large  to  enter  in  the  cieed  hooks  are  filed.  The  town  poasesaes  the 
oripnal  plat  of  the  lands  of  Little  Coupton,  which,  however,  is  much 
in  need  of  repair. 
Vital  records  from  1672  to  1823  are  in  vol.  1  and  2  of  the  "Town  record." 
There  is  also  a  volume  containing  a  transcript  of  the  tital  records  in  the 
"Town  record  No.  1."  1681-1774.  The  records  from  1823  to  IS-W  are 
not  in  the  poseession  of  the  town.  From  1850  to  date  there  is  one  volume 
each  of  births,  of  marriages,  and  of  deaths.  Intentions  of  marriage  and 
intentions  anil  returns  of  marriage  run  from  1881  to  date  in  4  volumes. 
The  records  as  far  as  the  year  1850  are  printed  in  vol.  4  of  .imold's  Vital 
Record  of  Rhode  Island. 
Jlaseasors'  records,  with  the  exception  of  very  recent  years,  do  not  tieem 

be  in  the  olHce.    The  tax  books  have  been  printed  from  18U1  to  date. 
School  reports  have  been  printed  from  1878  to  date,  with  the  ex<-eption  of 
1S8I  and  1891.     The  manuscript  reports  for  1875-1877, 1881  and  1894  are 
preserved  in  the  office  of  the  board  r>f  education. 
Uiscellaneous  records: 

Town  treasurer's  book,  1708-1875,  1  vol. 

Town  asylum  account  book,  1848-1882,  2  vole. 

Militia  lists,  1843-1888,  I  vol. 

Registry  book,  1842-1876,  1877  to  dale,  3  vols. 

Jury  book,  18»3  to  date,  1  vol. 

Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  I  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  1896  Ui  date,  1  vol. 

Militia  enrolluient  of  1898,  in  sheets. 

The  t-ecords  ure  kept  in  a  .safe  in  the  town  hall  at  Little 
Comptona  Common:^,  and  are  in  fairly  good  conditiott. 

MIDDLETOWN, 

Middletown  was  taken    ffoiii   Newpoit   mid   iiiL'orporated 
Juno  115,  1743. 
Population;  680  (1748).  881  (1774).  678  (1783),  913  (1800), 
J  (1850),  1,4.'>7  (1900). 
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Miscellaneous  Records,  etc. — Continued. 
Register  of  Clergymen,  1896-date,  1  vol. 
Assignment  of  Wages,  1897-date,  1  vol. 
Mechanics'  Liens,  1898-date,  1  vol. 
Survey  of  Line  between  Narragansett  and  So.  Kingstown,  1898,  1  vol. 

The  records  are  in  excellent  condition,  well  bound  and  in- 
dexed, and  kept  in  fire-proof  receptacles. 

NEW  SHOREHAM. 

New  Shoreham,  admitted  to  the  colony  as  Block  Island  in 
1664,  was  incorporated  November  6, 1672.  Although  its  cor- 
porate name  is  New  Shoreham,  it  is  generally  known  as  Block 
Island. 

Population:  208  (1708),  575  (1774),  478  (1782),  714  (1800), 
1,262  (1850),  1,396  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  Tuesday 
next  after  the  first  Monday  in  November,  and  for  appropria- 
tions on  the  fi^st  Tuesday  in  June.  Town  council  and  also 
the  probate  court  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month. 

Town  hall  is  about  a  mile  from  the  steamboat  landing. 

RECORDS. 

Town  meeting  reconls  from  1672  to  1800  are  recorded  in  deed  books. 
From  1800  to  date  they  are  in  6  volumes. 

Town  council  records  from  1800  to  1844  are  recorded  in  deed  book.  From 
1844  to  date  they  are  in  5  volumes.  Prior  to  1800  town  council  business 
seems  to  have  been  transacted  in  town  meeting. 

Probate  records  prior  to  1800  are  kept  in  the  deed  books.  From  1800  to 
1900  they  are  in  7  volumes.  From  1900  to  date  there  is  a  separate  vol- 
ume of  wills,  one  of  bonds  and  letters,  one  of  inventiories  and  accounts, 
and  one  of  probate  decrees  and  acts.  There  is  a  probate  docket  and  a 
separate  volume  of  probate  index. 

Deeils:  The  volumes  of  land  evidence  run  from  1672  to  date  in  18  volumes. 
From  1672  to  1800  they  served  as  general  record  books  for  deeds,  mort- 
gages, probate  matter,  vital  records,  town-meeting  records,  etc.  The 
first  volume,  1672-1715,  which  contains  also  a  few  deeds  as  early  as  1660, 
is  not  arranged  chronologically,  but  appears  to  have  been  made  up  of 
records  written  on  separate  pieces  of  paper  later  gathered  and  bound  in 
lx)ok  form.  There  are  3  volumes  of  mortgages  of  real  estate,  1872  to 
date;  1  volume  of  mortgages  of  personal  property,  1876  to  date,  and 
separate  volumes  of  index  to  grantors  and  grantees.     Plats  are  rolled. 

\^ital  records  prior  to  1850  are  kept  in  the  deed  books  and  are  printed  in 
Vol.  4  of  Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Islan<l.  From  1850  to  date 
there  is  one  volume  each  of  births,  of  marriages,  and  of  deaths.  Inten- 
tions and  returns  of  marriage  arv  in  3  volumes. 
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Aewssors'  records  are  recorded  ii 
original  tax  booliB  are  turned  ov 
have  been  printed  from  1S89  to 
School  reports  have  I>een  printed,  187S-IflftO,  1KR2  to  date.     The  nianu- 
flcripl  reports  for  1873,  1874,  1875,  and  1881  are  in  the  office  of  the  Stats 
board  oi  education. 
Ubcellaneoue  records: 
Militia  lists,  2  vola. 
Dog  licensef),  1  vol. 
R^istry  book,  1877  to  date,  2  vola. 
Aaaigntnent  of  wageti,  1  vol. 
Jury  book,  18fl3  to  dale,  1  vol. 
Medical  rcgist«r,  18U5  to  date,  1  vol. 
RefciRlerof  clerftymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol 

The  records  are  in  fair  condition  un 
Breproof  ^es,  one  at  the  town  hail  v 
l^erk's  residence. 

NEWPOBT. 

Newport,  ono  of  the  four  original  towns,  was  settled  in 
1639,  having  separated  itself  from  Portsmouth.  Line  between 
Portsmouth  and  Newport  e,stahlishcd  September  14,  16i0. 
Middletown  separated  from  Newport  in  1T43.  Newport  incor- 
]iorat«d  as  a  city  June  1,  1784,  but  city  charter  repi^aled 
March  27, 1787.     Incorporated  again  as  a  city  May  6, 1853. 

Population:  2.303  (1708),  9,20!)  (1774),  S,532  (1782),  6,739 
(1800),  9,563  (1850),  22,034  (1900). 

Municipal  election  held  on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first 
Monday  in  November.  City  council  meets  on  the  iii-st  Tues- 
day of  each  month.     Proliate  court  raeetw  every  Monday. 
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more  carefully  preserving  these  valuable  records  even  at  this  late  day,  and  has  appro- 
priated occasional  sums  to  have  them  repaired  by  the  Emery  Record  Preserving  Com- 
pany of  Taunton.  This  is  being  done  under  the  watchful  care  of  Mr.  R.  Hammett 
TlUey,  librarian  of  the  Newi>ort  Historical  Society  and  State  record  commissioner.] 

RECORDS. 

Town  meeting  records:  The  records  of  the  town  of  Newport  from  1639  to 
1644  are  in  the  volume  of  the  secretary  of  state's  office  labeled  **  Records 
of  the  Island  of  Rhode  Island,  1638-1644,*'  and  are  printed  in  the  R.  I. 
Colonial  Records,  vol.  1,  pp.  87-128.  In  the  present  custody  of  the  New- 
port Historical  Society  is  a  bundle  of  original  town  meeting  records 
from  1673  to  1776,  from  which  the  bound  volume  labeled  **Town 
Records  1679-1776"  was  copied;  also  a  volume,  preserved  by  the  Emery 
process,  of  town  meeting  records,  1682-1739.  The  city  clerk's  office 
possesses  a  volume  of  transcript  of  early  town  meetings,  1681-1739, 
and  a  transcript  of  town  meeting  records,  1679-1776.  The  r^ular  series 
of  town  meeting  records  run  from  1779  to  1853  in  4  volumes. 

Town  council  records:  The  Emery  process  volumes,  now  in  custody  in 
the  Newport  Historical  Society,  are  labeled  as  follows:  1702-1707,  1707- 
1716,  1714-1719,  1719-1724,  1743-1750,  1756-1760.  All  of  these  6  vol- 
umes contain  probate  records.  The  following  5  volumes  are  ready  to 
bind:  1714-1730,  1731-1741,  1743-1751,  1751-1756,1760-1765,  1766rl771. 
There  are  also  three  bundles  of  scattering  town  council  records:  1702-1711, 
1716-1741,  1766-1771.  The  regular  series  of  town  council  reconis  nm 
from  1784  to  1853,  in  four  volumes,  although  the  records  from  1784-1787 
in  the  first  volume  are  properly  entitled  the  records  of  the  city  council. 

City  council  records  run  from  1853  to  date  in  6  volumes.  The  records  of 
the  city  council  run  from  1853  to  date  in  5  volumes.  The  records  of  the 
board  of  aldermen  nm  from  1853  to  date  in  7  volumes.  Petitions,  re- 
ports, resolutions,  and  miscellaneous  papers  are  filed  in  tin  boxes  from 
1853  to  date,  one  box  for  each  year. 

Probate  records  before  1 779  are  contained  in  the  town  council  records  that 
have  been  preserved  by  the  Emery  process.  (See  under  Town  council. ) 
From  1779  to  date  the  probate  records  are  in  59  volumes.  The  index  is 
in  5  volumes.  Pro!>ate  bonds  of  administrators  are  in  25  volumes,  1775 
to  date.  There  is  also  a  loose  volume  of  administrators'  bonds  to  New- 
port town  council,  1739-1768,  in  the  town  records  in  the  present  custody 
of  the  Newport  Historical  Society.  In  the  city  hall  are  the  foliowinj? 
volumes:  Executors'  bonds,  1806  to  date,  7  vol.;  executors'  lx)nd8  to 
pay  debts,  1875  to  date,  2  vol.;  executors'  bonds  to  pay  funeral  charges, 
1873  to  date,  I  vol.;  guardianship  lx)nd8,  minors,  1873  to  date,  8  vol.; 
guardianship  bonds,  adults,  1873  to  date,  2  vol. ;  guardianship  bonds, 
sales  of  real  estate,  1873  to  date,  7  vol.;  guardianship  bonds,  sales  of 
estates  for  payment  of  debts,  1875  to  date,  2  vol. ;  bonds,  sale  of  real 
estate,  when  more  is  to  be  sold  than  is  necessary,  1874  to  date,  2  vol.; 
bonds  of  administration  with  will  annexed,  1873  to  date,  4  vol.;  probate 
proceedings,  1870-1875,  2  vol.;  probate  minute  lx)oks,  proceedings,  and 
blotters,  1808  to  date,  68  vol.;  memorandum  of  prol:)ate  business,  1861- 
1888, 1  vol. ;  probate  ledger  fees,  1878  to  date,  4  vol. ;  letters  testamentary, 
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1879  todat*,2  vol.;  letlere of  ailniinistration,  1879  to  dal*.  3  vol.;  letlers 
of  gDardianship,  1883  to  date,  1  vol.;  appraiBera'  warrante,  1870  to  dat*, 
3  vol.;  L-ODimiBsionere'  warrants,  ISUl  to  dHte,  1  vol.;  records  of  clainiB 
filed,  1896  to  dat«,  1  vol. ;  probate  docket,  189U  to  date,  3  vol. 

The  Emery  procesa  volumes  in  the  present  custody  of  the  Newport 
Hietorical  Sociciv  are  as  follows:  Newport  town  records,  land  evidence, 
1712-1719,  1714-'l7l0.  1720-1729,  1721-1725,  1721-1730,  1730-1733,  1748- 
1751, 1770-1772.  A  card  index  to  these  7  volumes  has  been  b^jiuii.  The 
following  are  ready  to  bind:  1714-1724,  1726-1731, 1732-1768,  1757-1774, 
17'i3-1775.  The  following  are  in  loose  form;  Lund  evidence  book  15, 
1761-1766.  and  3  bundles  of  scattering  deeds,  1714-1770,  There  is  also  a 
lonae  volume  of  proprietors'  records,  1702-1703.  In  the  city  clerk's 
office  are  two  volumes  of  transcripts,  one  made  iu  1857  and  the  other 
copied  from  the  earlier  one  in  I8S5,  but  with  Ihe  addition  of  being  in 
typewritlen  form  and  having  an  index  of  naiiiot.  These  include  a  tran- 
BcriptoE  the  proprietors'  records,  I<(36-1U44,  births,  inarri^e^,  and  deaths 
of  Friends,  1638-1719,  recordsotthe  proprietors  ot  Long  Wharf.  17H9-I856, 
records  of  towns  commons  and  of  the  proprietors,  1702-1757.  There  are 
also  3  volumes  lettered  "  R,  I.  Colonial  ReFords,"  which  are  transcripts 
of  the  Newport  deeds  from  tlie  first  three  volumes  of  land  evidence  in 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  Stale.  The  regular  series  of  land  evidence 
in  the  possession  of  the  city  begins  with  1780  and  runs  to  date  in  S3 
volumes.  The  first  volume  is  called  "  Book  ii[  Land  Evidence,  Ho.  I, 
after  the  Evacaalinn  of  the  British  Forces."  The  index  to  grantorsand 
grantees  is  in  separate  volnnies  and  there  are  8  volumes  of  reception 
book?  for  conveyances,  1857  to  date.  Mortj^ge^  of  lanil  evidence  run 
from  1855  to  date,  vol.  1-41.  and  are  providecl  with  a  card  index. 
Mortgages  of  personal  property  run  from  1834  to  date,  vol,  1-9,  and  are 
provided  with  a  card  index.  There  is  a  volume  of  Aeeile  of  Island  Cem- 
etery, 1840-1842,  and  one  of  deeds  of  City  Cemetery,  1866  to  date. 
Plats  are  rolleil  and  Hre  indexed  only  in  the  index  of  land  evidence. 
There  are  3  volumes  of  plals  of  street  numbers,  and  a  canl  index  to  the 
layout  of  streets.  An  old  plat  of  the  town  drawn  in  1713  is  framed  and 
hung  in  the  clerk's  oflice. 
Vital  records;  In  the  present  custody  of  the  Newport  Historical  Society 
are  two  bundles  of  the  original  records  of  births,  inarriages,  and  deaths. 
which  run  from  1666  to  1774.  and  from  which  the  volume  of  copies  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in  the  dty  clerk's  office  was  made.  In  the 
latter'e  office  are  2  volimies  of  vital  records  from  1T47  lo  1850.  from 
1850  to  date  there  are  3  volumes  each  of  births,  of  marriages,  and  of 
deaths,  with  a  separate  volume  of  index  for  each.  Intentions  of  mar- 
riage run  from  1881  to  1896,  In  2  volumes,  and  intentions  and  returns  of 
marriage  run  from  1896  to  date  in  4  volumes.  Birth,  marriages,  and 
deaths  from  1878  to  date  are  filed  in  tin  Iwxes,  one  box  for  each  year. 
The  records  as  far  as  the  year  1850  are  prinleil  in  vol.  4  of  Arnold's  Vital 
Record  of  Rhode  Island. 

records:  In  the  aa^esHors'  office  in  the  city  hall  axe  6  volumes  of 
i'  plats  (ledgers),  1  volume  of  index  of  names,  1  volume  of  index 
o(  plats,  and  the  asseseorV  jilata  mounted  on  44  folio  cards.    The  original 
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trfo.  1«H^  1'  tiiOf  K^  n  1-1  -yntiuuisa.  ^nifi^ax  ii  aft  i  kave  been  printed 
n   KH  l^--.  -M*  l-ifiii.  mt  yKi.  UK.     Fnm  i^W5  u>  ^tee  they  are 


T-'W^  ATT*     1      '»^Li*ir     1  inL 

^,«d«i5-  c  lap:  Jifl-cnam*.  :7?il^:*«.  I  t-m.       U  the  town  r^ 
•.r»  ac  ^riS¥«ic  n  "=»  rMO>f7  :c  ^ae  ^^vwct  Hinoncsl  Sooetr  is  a 

Ei  •.:   c  .l.;«Tii=i»«k  Fmrni^  •r-rmaaaj.  I^CS-I^rX.  1  ¥x>L  (paper). 
&W  ri    c  Tiafs    Fr^^fWiiy  rxmi  :*:X  T  ^i?«>  fnd  1S55>I864,  Elam 
Irjtr-arj  fzs.:  :i:v:^>.  Fry  •rvTCtfn  ^hi  l^^    l  ^oL 

iS0^.^^  i  -i>r  fc*:*ri  -re  Jaaaltii.  lSl^I?fl3L  1  toL 

EMori  i^  aaai!iia«iL».  :«1  :■:  ine.  f  t»x?. 

Eiwrrd*  x  tfc*  N*««T-:rt  A*t*:^i=i.  I^^Vl'W*.  Thne  cnwist  of  joar- 
KAfiS.  iwispw.  :ia«s  .X  ^-TAVg.  sinotes  ol  oTeraueia,  etc,  and  are 
parriT  in  *.br  city  ci-rrk'*  'fTKLl:  aa-i  partly  in  the  stor^se  vaalt  in 
:h*r  "r«s««i«::.  "Pi^it  aw  ai*»>  ^^THal  Tohunee  in  the  loft  of  the 
iCr»et  o<Gzni3R':<a«r  §  •:*di«.'«  •'•c  Ltxic  WbarL  There  aie  nenriv  50 
xfAnxsM^  in  all. 

B««3<tf?  V,»>k-  M-JSt  . .f  ih#  rwstry  books  from  1J43  to  1877  are  in 
fith^-  thf-  o:ty  olerk**  raali  .>r  the  basement  Tanlt.  From  1877  to 
date  ?h»-y  arv  in  6  V'-.-iTm-?*^ 

Militia  lL«ti^.  fr>m  1S44  t*>  1nn5.  ar«-  in  both  Tanlts  in  the  dtr  hall. 

Va/yHnati^m  JjrXfk.  l^lo.  1S50,  1n>x  StoIsl  « paper  i:  1883,  2  vola. 

M*rrljanics'  lien*,  1*47  t^  date.  I  vol. 

fVrrtificatffS  of  nuLnafartnring  ci>rpi>rations,  1853  to  date,  1  vol. 

Rer-r^rd*  of  (r>mm\\Xei^,  ls53-1^67.  1  toI.;  1875-1908.  33  vote. 

A«jn(fnment^.  leases,  bilk  ^^f  sale,  etc.,  1S57  to  date,  4  vote. 

Kf?fy/rd.«  ffi  rofOKchall  poor  fond.  1S^5-1S67.  ledger,  1868-1877,  order 
hKXik.  1878-1  Ml.  3  vol?. 

R^y.rd  of  bnrial*?  in  city  cenaeter>-.  lS<i6-ld79.  1  vol. 

fa?cr>rdfl  of  hallotp,  18^7  to  date.  10  vol?.    2  for  each  ward). 

Knrr^IlTTjent  of  males  ahxAe  20  year?  of  age,  1889,  1  vol. 

Onlinam-e  revbnng  the  ordinance?.  August  5,  1890,  1  vol.  (paper). 

Ke^-ord  of  jurors,  1893  to  date. 

Rw?r»nl  of  itinerant  venders.  18?M-1896,  1  vol. 

Notices  of  fjending  suit.«,  1894  to  date,  1  vol. 
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cellaneous  rworda— rontinueti. 

Medical  register,  1K95  to  Hate,  1  vol. 

ReKiet«r  of  cler^meti,  l}<9t)  to  date,  I  vol. 

Militia  enroUmettt,  18»e,  1  vol. 

Minut«^booka,  or  blotters,  of  town  meetings  and  town  cutincil. 

TreflHurers'  records  (in  boses  in  basement  vanlt), 

L  Tbc  following  offices  are  al^o  in  the  city  hall  iind  possess 
_  ently  kept  records  of  their  respective  departmentiH: 

Overseet^  of  the  poor,  eebool  committee,  city  treasurer,  board 
nf  bealtb,  street  cominissioner.-4.  park  commission,  sealer  of 
weigblH  and  measures,  inspector  of  milk  and  nuisances,  in- 

Ipector  of  plumbing,  inspector  of  kerosene. 
North  Kingstown  was  incorporated  October  2S,  1674.  under 
be  name  of  King's  Towue.  The  name  was  ohangcd  to  Roch- 
ester in  16S6,  but  was  restored  in  lti89.  Kingstown  was  divided 
into  North  Kingstown  and  South  Kingstown  in  February, 
172.3,  the  act  providing  that  North  Kingstown  sbould  be  tbe 
older  town.  Exeter  was  separated  from  North  Kingstown  in 
17i3. 

Population:  1,200  (1708),  2,472  (1774),  2,328  (1782),  2,7»4 
(1800),  2,971  (18.W),  4,194  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  officers  held  on  tbe  first  Tues- 
day in  June  and  for  appropriations  on  the  third  Tuesday  in 
May.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on  the  second 
Monday  of  each  month. 

Town  hall  is  at  Wickford. 


NOBTII    KING8TOWU. 


KfMini.— A  bad  Are  in  tbe  town  de 
pttcolds.  neuly  all  al  which,  hovrerc 
EiDeiy  proceM.) 

Town  meeting  records  are  in  5  volumes,  1696  to  date.  The  first  4  volumes 
are  prenerved  by  the  Eraerx  iiroceaa.  Vol.  1,  1696-1780,  apparently  con- 
Uiina  no  record  of  meetings  between  1707  and  1720,  and  the  records 
previous  to  1696  either  were  not  kept  or  have  not  been  preserved. 

Town  council  records  are  kept  in  the  probate  volames. 

ProlAte  records,  including  town  council  records,  wills  und  inventories, 

etc.,  run  from  1693  to  date  in  41  volumes,  the  first  volume  Ifeing  lettered 

vol.  1-5  and  the  last  vol.  45.    The  volumes  l«fore  1870  are  preserved  by 

Ihe  Emery  process.     There  are  al*j  2  volumes  of  probate  bonds,  1873  to 

H.  Doc.  745,  58-2— vol  1 39 
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date,  1  separate  vohiine  of  prol>ate  index,  and  a  probate  docket    The 
recordH  between  1674  and  1692  do  not  seem  to  have  been  preserved.    On 
the  fly  leaf  of  the  first  volume  of  probate  records  is  the  contempora- 
neous marking  **Book  6,'*  giving  evidence  of  the  existence  of  earlier 
volumes.    Such  probate  records  before  1723  as  affected  South  Kingstown 
lands  were  transcribed  in  1723  from  tlie  Kingstown  volumes  and  are  now 
in  the  office  at  Wakefield. 
Deeds:  Land  evidence,  1686  to  date,  is  in  69  volumes.     These  are  lettered, 
however,  vol.  1-45,  since  most  of  the  volumes  before  1870  have  been 
rebound  by  the  Emery  process  in  two  volumes.     Many  early  deeds  can 
be  found  in  the  Fones  Record,  or  the  records  of  the  Narragansett  Pro- 
prietors, 1659-1703,  published  by  J.  N.  Arnold  in  1894,  the  original  of 
which  is  in  the  secretary  of  state's  offiye.     There  are  2  volumes  of  mort- 
gages of  personal  estate,  1870  to  date,  and  one  volume  containing  a  few 
deeds  rerecorded  1870-1872.    There  is  a  separate  volume  of  index  to  the 
deeds,  and  all  deeds  and  mortgages  from  1871  to  date  are  indexed  by  the 
canl  system.     Plats  are  rolle<l. 
Vital  records  frtmi  1700  to  ia50and  from  1740  to  1812  are  in  2  volumes, 
and  there  is  a  volume  of  births,  of  marriages,  and  of  deaths,  1850-1870. 
All  these  have  been  reiwinnl  by  the  Emery  process.     A  few  births  and 
marriages,  reconied  in  1707-1 709,  are  in  town  meeting reconls,  vol.  1 .    Such 
vital  records  from  1678  to  1722  as  relate<l  to  South  Kingstown  pef>ple  were 
transcribed  in  1723  for  the  South  Kingstown  records  and  are  now^  in  the 
office  at  Wakefield,    These  more  projierly  should  l)e  mentioned  in  con- 
nection with  North   Kingstown  rtnrords.     From  1871  to  date  there  is  a 
voliune  each  of  births,  of  marriages,  and  of  deaths.    There  is  a  volume 
of  intentions  and  returns  of  marriage,  1899  to  date.     The  vital  records 
to  1850  have  Ijeen  printe<l  in  Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rho<le  Island, 
vol.  5. 
iVssessors'  records:  Tax  assessment  nHX)rds,  1882  to  date,  are  in  7  vol- 
umes.     Registry   taxes  rectMved,    1877-1888,    are    in  1    volume.     The 
tax  books  have  apjwrently  been  printed  from  1855  to  date,  although 
those  for  1856-1860,  1862-1864,  1866-1867,  do  not  seem  to  be  in  any 
collection. 
S(;hool  reports  from  1870  to  date  have  been  printed. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Record  of  mechanics'  liens  and  statements  of  corporations,  1874  to 
date,  1  vol. 

Registry  book,  1877  to  date,  2  vols. 

Assignment  of  wages,  1884  to  date,  1  voL 

Dog  licenses,  1889  to  date,  1  vol. 

Peddler's  licenses,  1901  to  date,  1  vol. 

Jury  lists,  1893  to  date,  2  vols. 

Medit-al  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  writs,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

By-laws  and  acts  relative  to  highways,  1858,  16  pages  (printed). 

Miscellaneous  pages  of  records.  This  is  a  volume  made  up  of  stray 
pages  rescuetl  from  the  fire  of  1870  and  containing  land  evidence, 
highway  layouts,  earmarks,  etc.,  1696,  1756-1856,  scattered. 
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The  records  are  kept  in  a  good  sizod  vault  in  the  town  Imll 
I  Wickford.      The  town  has  wisely  spent  about  li>2,(HX)  in 

jreserving  by  the.  Emer_j'  process  the  re<;ords  burned  in  the 

ire  of  1870. 

NORTH  FKUVIDENCE. 

North  Providencp,  was  taken  from  Providence  and  incorpn- 
Efttcd  June  13,  l"ljo.  Portions  were  reunited  to  Prnvident'e 
gfrnie  29,  1767,  and  March  28,  1873.  On  March  37.  1874,  the 
town  was  divided,  a  portion  was  annexed  to  Providence, 
other  part  was  annexed  to  Pawtucket,  and  the  remainder, 
kill  called  North  Providence,  was  left  the  smallest  in  area  of 
ny  town  in  the  Shite. 

Population:   830    (1774),   698   (17S:i).    1,0«7   (1800),  7,«80 
flSoD),  ai.4»5  (1870),  1,303  (1875).  3,016  (1900). 
Town  meeting  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  Tuesday 
^^npxt  lifter  the  first  Monday  in  Novpnil>er,  and  for  appropria- 
tions on  the  last  Saturday  in  Mai-ch.     Town  council  meets  on 
the  Krst  Monday  of  each  month,  and  probate  court  meets  on 
I  Hie  tirst  and  third  WVdnesdavs  of  each  month. 
■     Town  hall  is  at  Centrcdalc. 


>IK7<ill 


It  I'jlWt 


Town  Rieetuii;  re<«rds,  1K74  to  ■laic,  1  vul. 
'   Town  i»und)  rwonlH,  1874  lo  ciai^,  !j  voIh, 

IVnbato  remrdB,  1874  to  .laic,  4  vols.;  prnlaU<  b.inii  \n«.k,  1874  tiiilatf,  2 

vols.;  prtiliBte  docket,  I  vol. 
Deeils:  I^nd  evidenL-e,  1K.'>4-I874,  ;l  voIh.,  Iiw  l*en  (rariHiirilied  from  l.lio 
old  records  now  at  PawtTn-Vi't.     De»l  bookM  nin  from  1874  to  date,  vols. 
^L    1-10.     PenN>iial   property  mort^^aKes  run  from  1875  to  dale,  vols.   1-3. 
^V    There  tB  a  receiving  lionk  for  conveyances.     Plats  an^  rolled. 
^rTital  records;  There  is  one  volume  eai^h  of  births,  of  luarrisgee,  and  of 
"      deaths,  1874  to  date.     Intentions  of  marria*te  run  from  ISai-lSWtt,  2  vols., 
and  intwitions  and  returns  of  marriagv  from  iB9(l  to  date,  2  vols. 
Aseesaors'  reconls  aro  in  30  volumes,  1874  In  dale.     Tax  books  have  been 
annually  printe<l  from  1874  to  date.     The  tax  tiooks  of  the  old   town 
were  printed  in  1842  and  from  18.'i3  to  1H74. 
Scbofil  reports  have  been  annually  printe<l  from  1847  lo  dftt<>. 
Misi'ellaneous  ret-nrds: 

Enrollment  of  militia,  1874-1885,  1  vol.  (also  includes  jurors'  list,  ISOS 

to  dale). 
Book  of  attachments  (includes  mechanic'''  lien?) ,  1874  to  date,  I  vol. 
Enrollment  of  males  above  20  years  of  aire,  1 889,  sheets. 
Aangnment  of  wages.  1814.1  to  dale,  1  vol. 
Medical  register,  iHiHi  to  date,  1  vol. 
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MiM*<*lUneoiiii  recorda — Continaed. 

RegiMter  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

Enrollment  of  militia,  1898,  sheets. 

Do^  licenaeH  and  liquor  licenses  kept  in  stub  yolnmes. 

Tlie  re(*x>rdH  are  kept  in  safes  in  the  townhouse  at  Centre- 
dale.  They  are  in  good  condition,  but  are  provided  with  no 
He{)arate  volumes  of  indexes. 

NORTH   SMITHFIELD. 

Nortli  Sniithfield  was  taken  from  Smithfield  and  incorpo- 
raUnl  as  tlio  town  of  Slater  March  8,  1871.  The  name  was 
changod  to  North  Smithfield  March  24,  1871. 

Population:  3,088  (18S0),  3,173  (1890),  2,422  (1900). 

Town  mooting  for  elections  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  June, 
and  for  appropriations  on  the  second  Monday  in  June.  Town 
oounoil  and  probata  court  meet  on  the  last  Saturday  of  each 
month. 

Town  clerk's  office  is  in  Slatorsville. 

K1C(X>RI>K. 

Town  meeting?  rtH'ortis  are  in  1  volume,  1871  to  date. 
Town  <»ouncil  nntinls  art*  in  3  volunu^x,  1871  to  <!ate. 
Pmluite  ret^onls  rxv  in  8  volumes,  1871  to  date,  and  are  indexed.     There  is 

1  volume  of  nvonls  of  prolHit«»  Um^ln,  1898  to  date. 
IH»(m1s:  Then'  an»  H  voluuu^s  of  transi^ripts*  of  Smithfield  deeds  and  1  of 
mortga^vH,  fn»m  IS.'H)  to  1871.     Thewt*  an»  followed  by  12  volumes,  7  of 
dee<lH  and  5  of  mortgaget* — ix>vering  from  1871  to  date,  but  lettered  on 
the  ba<*k  vols.  4  to  15.     The«»  aiv  indexe«l. 
Vital  reoonlH  in(*lude  I  volume  of  births,  1  of  marriages,  and  1  of  deaths, 
fn>in  1S71  to  date.     Thert*  ;ia'  also  2  volumes  of  intentions  and  retoms 
of  marriagi>s*,  lS9t>  to  dat*». 
AsM»ss<irs*  nH*onli*  art*  in  4  volumes,  lettereii  town  tax,  1871  to  date.    The 

tax  N>oks  have  lieen  printeii  aimually,  1871  to  date. 
Solu>ol  rei'onls:  The  annual  reiK>rts  of  the  school  .committee  have  been 

printtnl  fn>m  1872  to  date. 
MiwH'llantHuiH  retx^nls:  *- 

lX>g  n»gi.*5ter,  1871  to  date,  3  vols. 
Militia  n>lU  1871-1882,  1  vol. 
K»»gistry  Un^k,  1871  to  date,  3  vols, 
K»HH>nl  of  attaohmentis  1872  to  date,  1  \x>l. 
iVnsus  of  North  v^mithtieid,  ISSO.  unUmnd  voL 
rhattei  mortgain»5«  and  bills  of  sale,  1S81  to  date,  1  voL 
AHui^rnnuMit  of  wagi^^j,  1882  to  date,  2  vols. 
Hi»gi>tor  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 
MiHlirai  r\vij*ter,  ISiHitodate,  1  vol. 
Se\t»nil  ltM»?-»^  piat.s  r\»lUHl  up. 

Tho  rooonls  juo  kept  in  two  larjre  safes  in  the  town  clerk's 
t»llico  at  Slatorsville  and  an*  in  gi>od  condition. 


AKOHIVES   OF   RHODE    lai.AND. 


PAWTUCKBT. 

Pawtucket  compnseH,  fii-st,  tbe  Ma8Hafliu«ett8  town  of  Paw- 
ii'kpt,  wliicli  was  Hpparated  from  Sr-rkonk  in  ISgdi,  ccdpd  to 
RhodR  Inland  in  1862,  and  incoi-pomtcd  a.s  a  Rhode  Island 
town  Man'h  I,  li^ea;  and,  secondly,  the  village  of  Pawtucket 
in  North  Providence,  which  was  annexed  to  the  town  of  Paw- 
tucket May  1,  1S74.  The  town  was  ini-orpomted  as  a  city 
March  27,  18S5. 

Population:  5,000  (1865),  18.464  (1K75),  3!),2;J1  (I9<HJ). 

Municipal  election  held  on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  tirst 
Monday  in  Novemliei'.  Qoard  of  alderitien  meet  on  the 
tirnt  and  third  Wednesdays  of  eHch  month.  Common  conncil 
meets  on  the  second  Wednesdny  after  the  tii-st  Satnrday  of 
each  month.     Probate  iK)urt  meets  every  Wednesday. 

City  hall  !«  on  llifrh  street,  Pawtucket. 


,— The  oKee  pqibim*«>  &11  Ihe  nt'onlHol  Nurlti 
|^lll(K)[p(i»l'on  "(  llii?  h>wii  III  nrA  lolR?-),  I'tLHliickct  Uiwn  mwling  anil  vIIbI  n'runli 
II  Puvlucket  rerards  fnun  IMQ  lo  date.    rHn-lii<iXi.'t  (Hiiah.) 
W  Und  Gviilence  Biirt  proliate  rorurdi  from  1828  lo  iae2,  tu-torHiatf  Uy  Iht  Mowii-hilwll- 
I^VtiMm,  art)  d  Ttunloii.  Ibu  •lilrv  Mwn  of  BriBlol  CoiitiI>-.| 

)  mtseting  recorde  uF  North  I*rovidence,  IT65~1S74,  SvoIh.  :  of  Paw- 
l^tacket,  1828-lSSO,  3  vols. 

n  council  reconiH:  North  Providence  town  council  and  pmbate  rec- 
I  ords,  176S-1855,  11  toIb.  ;  town  coancil  recorda,  1865-1H74,  3  vols.,  with 
l.|[ener&l  index  in  1  vol.;  Puwtucket  tovn  coudciI  reconle,  1862~1S86,  5 
y  vols.;  Pawtucket  selectmen  records,  1850-1801,  2  vob. 

ni^l  records:  Pawtucket  Ijoartl  of  tildeniieu  records,  lSRA-1901, 12 
f  Tols.;  common  iwmicil  records,  laHB-lWJl,  2  vols.;  records  of  ntiniiiiin 
(  coancil  and  hoard  o(  aldermen,  1901  to  date,  3  vols.  GenemI  canl  indeit 
[  to  all  of  the«e  volnmcs,  which  annwers  ut>»  for  lilee  of  origiiuil  papers. 

robate  reconisot  North  Providence,  ITIVV-iaSS,  inKorth  Providence  tnwu 
'  council  records.     North  Providence   anil  Pawtucket  proliate  reconts 
'    (North  Providence,  1S55-I874,  Pawtucket,  18«2  to  dale),  50  vols.     Gen- 
rsrd  index  to  pri>l»ate  reeonle,  whidi  is  alwi  an  index  to  files  of 
I    original  papers.    Al«>?eparate  volume  ot  probate  index.    Protiate docket, 
3  vols,  (partially  replaced  by  card  index).     Card  index  of  devisees,  1765 
to  dale,  arrangeil  in  strictly  alpha Ix'tica]  order  under  names  of  devisees, 
giving  name  of  tesUlor,  hook  and  page  where  original  will  is  re<-orde<l, 
date  when  will   is  admitteti   to   probate,   and   numbei*  of  case  where 
ori^nal  will  is  filed. 
Deeds:  North  Providence  land  evidenw,  1766-1874.  70  vols.     Typewritten 
alphabetical  index  in  4  vols.      (There  tire  transcriplHof  the  North  Provi- 
dence records  for  the  porlir.n  of  the  l*wn  annexed  to  Providence  in  the 


m       dence  records  for  I 
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Providence  deed  office.)     TranstTipt  from  Bristol  County  re<^ni«  of 
land  evidence  for  l*awtucket,  MasH.,  1828-1862,  12  vols.     Typewritten 
index,  1  vol.     Pawtucket  land  evidence,  1862  to  date,  108  vola.     Tyi)e- 
written  in<lex,  6  voIh.     Receiving  book  for  deeds  is  kept. 
Record  of  plate  for  land  evidence  for  North  Providence  and  Pawtucket 
on  canls.     Separate  written  index  and  separate  card  index.     There 
are  six  volumes  of  the  records  of  streete  compiled  from  town  council 
and  town  meeting  records,  and  a  card  index  of  all  streets  showing 
current  and  obsolete  names  with  record  of  all  changes. 
Oak  Grove  or  North  Bend  Cemetery,  burial  lot  deeds,  1852  to  date,  5 
vols.;  general  card  index.     Mineral  Spring  Cemetery   burial  lot 
dee<l8,  1842  to  date,  3  vols. ;  index  to  each  volume. 
North  Providence  personal   proi)erty   mortgages  1765-1874,   6  voIh. 
Pawtucket  i)er8onal  property  mortgages,  1862  to  date,  18  vols. ;  gen- 
eral index  in  1  volume. 
Vital  records  of  North  r*rovidence  are  as  follows:  Births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  1765-1851, 1vol. ;  marriages,  1850-1871,  1  vol.;  deuths,  1872-1878, 
1  vol.     The  North  Provi<lence  reconln  as  far  as  1850  have  l)een  prinUnl 
in  volume  2  of  Arnold's  Vital  Reconl  of  RIkmIc  Island.     The  Pawtm'ket 
records  are  as  follows:  Births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  1844-1854,  1  vol.; 
marriages  and  births,  1828-1852,  1  vol.;  births,  1855  to  date,  8  vols.; 
marriages,  1852  U)  date,  4  vols  ;  deaths,  1860  to  date,  8  vols.     There  is  a 
general  ty|>e written  index  to  marriages  in  1  volume.     Separate  indexes 
to  births  and  deaths  are  in  preparation.     The  North  Providence  re<x>rd8 
from  1765  to  1850  have  l)een  printed  in  volume  2  of  Arnold's  Vital 
Record  of  Rhode  Island.     The  records  of  Pawtucket  (Mass.),  from  1828 
to  1848  have  been  printed  in  volume  10,  and  from  1843  to  1862  in  volume 
9  of  Arnohl's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island.     Intentions  of  marriage  nm 
from  1889  to  1896  in  2  vols.,  and  from  1896  to  date  in  8  vols. 
Assessors'  records:  The  tax  books  of  North  Providence,   17(y>-1874,  and 
of  Pawtucket,  1828  to  date,  are  slightly  incomplete  in  the  earlier  yt^rs. 
There  are  4  volumes  of  North  Providence  assessors'  books  ( A  to  Y)  and 
several  volumes  of  registry  tax  lK>oks.     The  tax  book  has  been  annually 
printed  from  1868  to  date. 
Scho(3l  rei)ort«  have  been  printed  annually  from  1869  to  date.     Pawtucket 

(Mass.)  school  reports  were  also  printed  prior  to  18(>2. 
Miscrellaneous  reconls: 

Treasurer's  b<wk,  North  Providence,  1828-1858,  1  vol. 

Town  orders  to  treasurer,  Pawtucket,  1828-1858,  1  vol. 

Mineral  Spring  Turnpike  Corporation  book,  1832-1860,  1  vol. 

Liens,  North  Providence,  1847-1874,  2  vols. 

Militia  lists,  North  Providence,  1854-1878,  3  vols. 

Registry  book,  North  Providence,  1855-1878,  1  vol. 

Liens.  Pawtucket,  1857  to  date,  2  vols. 

Census  of  North  Providence,  1865,  unlK>und. 

Pawtucket  library  association  treasurer's  book,  1866-1876,  1  vol. 

Record  of  attachments,  Pawtucket,  1862  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  attachments,  North  Providence,  1867  to  1874,  1  vol. 

Corporation  returns,  North  Providence,  1862-1874,  1  vol. 
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HiscellaneouB  ref^trilH—t'imliniit'il. 

Oirporatiun  fvturiis,  Pawtiir-ki't,  ISflS  t<i  rlaW,  I  vol. 

Rei^stry  Iwok.  1««»-1«77.  1  vol.;  1877-1895,  1  vr.l.  a  yi^ar;  1*«-1!K11, 

5  vols,  a  year;  ItKIS  Ui  ilaU-,  li  vols,  a  year. 
CenHUS  of  Pawtucbet,  t87S,  2  vols. 
Curbing  aciMiint  lio.ik,  1878-1888.  I  vol. 
Amit^mttnt  of  wagee,  ]8B4  to  date,  8  vols. 
BuildinK  [leniiils,  1886-1001,  1  vol. 
Dog  lieenees,  1888-190a,  0  vols. 
ListH  of  jurore,  1803  to  date,  I  vol. 
Meiiiral  register,  I8!>5  to  date,  1  vol. 
Retniater  of  iilergymttn,  1806  to  clah'.  1  vi>I. 
Militia  enrollment,  1808,  in  cheetti. 
PenilinK  anils,  index  vol. 
Rwwnia  of  licenneH  ot  doRs,  taverns,  pool  nnd  billianl  rooms,  express, 

jiiiifc,  entertainment,  etc.,  kfpt  in  separate  bIuIi  volniuea. 
Cun.1  indps  lo  volcra;  difft-rpiit  clasBetf  of  vote.m  on  clifferenlly  coloriHi 

The  i-ecorda  are  all  in  firepi-oof  roonw  in  the  vity  hall.  The 
city  clerk'.s  office  is  one  of  tim  iiiodpl  ofiicp*  of  the  State,  eupe- 
ciftlly  as  retards  iiidextug  and  tieces.iibi!ity  of  current  rwHjrds. 

POKT8MOUTH. 

Portsmouth,  one  of  the  four  original  towns,  was  settled 
in  1638. 

Population;  628  (1708),  1,512  (1774),  1,351  (1782),  1,684 
(1800).  1,833  (1850),  3,105  (1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  finst  Tues- 
day in  November  and  for  iippropriations  on  the  first  Wedne-s- 
day  in  May.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on  the 
second  Monday  of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  office  is  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town. 


Town  meeting  records.  The  records  of  1638-39  are  in  the  volume  of  early 
Newport  recorde  in  the  B[atehoUH>  and  have  been  printed  in  Rhode 
Island  Colonial  Recorda,  volume  I,  pages  46-89.  The  town  meeting 
records  from  1639  to  1(197  are  in  the  first  book  of  rei^rds,  whieh  alao  con- 
tainB  town  council  records,  probata  records,  land  evideiuv,  vit&l  records, 
earmarks,  eir.  Thia  volume  was  printed  by  the  State  in  1901  and  in  ita 
printed  form  is  provided  with  a  coinplete  index.  There  in  also  a  tran- 
script, from  which  the  reoords  from  lii3!t  to  1647  were  printed  in  Rhode 

^_        Island  Colonial  Records,  voliiiiie  1,  iiajjeB  70-86.    Town  meeting  records 

^K        from  1897  to  dale  iire  in  4  vohinics. 
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City  (/Lerk'8  Ofpick — Continued. 

MiwellanwMiH  records — Continued. 

liond^:  WaU»r,    town  of   Johnnton,  fire,   highways,    Weybawet 
hridj^,  Hewer,  water  and  sewer,  school,  water  refundin^i^,  park, 
Davis  estate,  city  hall,  public  improvement,  Johnston  annexa- 
tion, Providence  and  Springfield  Railroad,  56  vols. 
Census,  t<3wn  of  Providence,  1825,  1  vol.;  1835,  1  vol.;  enrollment 

of  males  over  20  years  of  age,  1889,  10  vols. 
City  hall  commission,  ledger  A,  1874-1878,  1  vol.;  leiiger,  1875- 
1879,  1  vol.;  journal  A,  1875-1879,  1  vol.;  records  of  furniture, 
1877-1879,  1  vol.;  records,  1874-1879,  2  vols. 
Committee  on  printing,  reiMinl  of,  1871  to  date,  2  vols. 
Conmiittee  on  streets,  record  of,  1885  to  date,  3  vols. 
Committee  on  milk,  rei'ord  of,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
Committee  on  constables,  record  of,  1898  t«>  date,  1  vol. 
Committee  on  auctioneers,  record  of,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
Committi^  on  bri<lge8,  rtM'ord  of,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
Committee  <m  shows,  reconl  of,  1S9S  to  «lttte,  1  vol. 
CommitU»e  on  |MjH(»e,  record  of,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
(%»mmitU»e  on  health  dei»artment,  itN'ord  of,  1898  to  date*,  1  vol. 
Committet^  on  hm-kney  (carriages,  riH'ord  of,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
Committee  on  damagi's  under  «log  law,  reconl  of,  1898  to  date,  1  vol. 
Dexter  Asylum,  record  of  nu^etings  at,  1828-1857,  1  vol.;  records, 

1828  to  date,  4  vols. 
Dexter  Asylum  donation,  town  mating,  181^2  to  date,  3  vols. 
Elections,  record  of,  1887-1890,  10  vols.;  1891  to  date,  91  vols. 
Johnston  records — 

Town  meeting  records,  1796-1898,  2  vols.    There  are  also  sev- 
eral volumes  of  town  meeting  minute  books,  but  the  volume 
containing  the  town  meeting  records  from  1759-1796  can 
not  be  found  at  the  present  writing. 
Town  council  records,  1834-1898,  5  vols.     From  1759-1834  the 
town  council  records  are  in  the  volumes  of  probate  records 
in  the  ofR(;e  of  the  nmnicipal  court.     There  are  also  sev- 
eral volumes  of  town  council  minute  books. 
Town  ordinances,  1872-1898,  1  vol. 
Records  of  town  elections,  1896-1898,  2  vols. 
Layout  of  streets,  1880-1900,  1  vol. 
Medical  register,  1895-1896,  1  vol. 
School  journal,  186:^1889,  1  vol. 
School  ledgers,  1883-1891,  5  vols. 
Package  of  school  papers  from  establishment  of  schools  till 

1811. 
Miscellaneous  papers  relating  to  the  town  of  Johnston,  chiefly 
of  the  early  nineteenth  century  (in  boxes  on  the  fourth 
floor  of  the  city  hall). 

Letter  book  of  city  clerk,  1829-1859,  1  vol.;  1871  to  date,  8  vols. 
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City  (^i.kkk's  Office — Continued. 

Miscellaneous  records — Continne^l. 
Licenses — 

Fees  received  by  city  clerk,  1859-1860,  2  vols. 

Drivers'  licenses,  18(>0-1808,  2  vol. 

Wagon  licenses,  1860-1868,  2  vols. 

Dog  licenses,  1864-1869,  1  vol. 

Liquor  licenses,  1868-1874,  2  vols. 

Licenses  for  powder,  junk,  taverns,  etc.,  1871-1880,  2  vols. 

Licenses  for  gunpowder,  junk,  oyster  houses,  pawnbrokers, 
taverns,  victualing  houses,  swine,  1886-1900. 

Junk  licenses,  1891-1899,  1  vol. 

Cash  licenses,  1891  to  date,  3  vols. 

Licenses  for  fireworks,  vehicles,  undertakers*  commissioners, 
19(X)  to  date.     Each  claa'^  of  licenses  kept  in  separate  vol- 
ume.    Volumes  numbere<l  1,  7,  22-28. 
Militia — 

List  of  enn.lle*!  militia,  1860-18(15,  1  vol.;  1869-1871,  4  vols.; 
1875,  1  vol.;  1880,  1  vol. 

Unite<l  Statics  military  enrollment,  18(^3,  1  vol. 
Overseers  of  the  iwor,  re<!onls  of,  1769-1827,  2  vols. 
Reform  school  casli  l>ook,  ledger,  payments,  journal,  1876-1880, 

4  vols. 
Streets  and  street  plats — 

Original  street  plats,  9  vols.  (These  are  being  copied  and 
reduced  to  a  more  uniform  and  convenient  size.  Of  these 
new  volumes  of  copied  plat«  there  are  29  vols. ). 

Original  plat**  of  streets,  highways  and  lands  in  the  town  of 
Providence,  1  vol. 

Plats  of  streets  and  highways  in  the  town  of  Providence,  2 
vols.  (These  are  copies  of  the  original  plats  of  the  volume 
liste<l  above.  An  index  of  these  copies  has  been  printed 
in  the  fourth  report  of  the  record  commissioners). 

Miscellaneous  street  maps,  A-E,  5  vols. 

Street  plat«,  Tenth  Ward,  1  vol. 

Plats  and  profiles  on  Smithes  Hill,  1  vol. 

Plats  of  the  town  of  Providence,  1825,  1  vol. 

Plat  of  streets,  No.  7,  1  vol. 

List  of  plats  in  town  clerk's  office,  1713-1801,  1  vol. 

Index  to  street  maps,  1761-1880,  1  vol.  (Printed  in  1880, 
city  documents,  1880,  No.  22.) 

Index  to  streets,  1761  todatts  1  vol.  (A  printed  index,  1761- 
1901,  was  issued  in  1901.) 

Street  records,  163(5-1831,  10  vols.  (A  re<'ord  of  everything 
pertaining  to  streets,  highways,  bridges,  and  public  lands 
from  163()  to  1832,  compiled  and  copieil  by  Emily  E.  Potter; 
indexed. ) 
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(^iTY  Clerk*8  Opficb — Continuec!. 
Miscellaneous  recorcls — Continued. 

Streets  and  street  plats — Continued. 

Street   records,  papers,  and    documents,   1714-1832,  2  vok 
(Loose  papers  and  copies  of  originals,  prepared  in  1872. ) 

Records  of  streets,  1822  to  date,  12  vols. 

Record  of  streets  in  Ninth  Ward,  to  1868,  1  vol. 

Street  courses,  1771-1826,  1  vol. 

Record  of  street  grades,  1844-1851,  1  vol. 

Grade  plans,  1879-1886,  4  vols. 
Taxes- 
Estates  sold  for  taxes,  1859  to  date,  4  vols. 

Estates  sold  for  sewer  taxes,  1881  to  date,  1  vol. 

Registry  tax,  18^5-1889,  14  vols. 
Firewardens*  records,  1805-1852,  1  vol. 
Recortl  of  moneys  received  by  town  council  for  fines,  1806-1852, 

1  vol. 
Record  of  town  meeting,  Septeml)er  25,  1831,  for  promotion  of 
the  j)eace  of  the  town  and  the  safety  of  the  inhabitant^*,  1  vol. 
Limited  partnershijis  and  corporations,  1837  to  date,  5  vols. 
City  onlinances,  1845  to  date,  10  vols. 
City  clerks*  fees,  1848-1853,  1  vol. 
Register  of  city  debt,  1854  to  date,  3  vols. 
Inspection  of  steam  boilers,  1857-1862,  4  vols. 
Cash  books,  1866  to  date,  5  vols. 

Returns  and  record  of  lumber  surveyed,  1870-1879,  2  vols. 
Records  of  commissioners  of  cove  lands,  1871-1876, 1  vol. 
Approved  bills,  1875-1879,  1  vol. 
Investigation  of  electric-light  system,  1878,  1  vol. 
Investigation  of  superintendent  of  lights,  1879,  1  vol. 
Police  investigation,  1879,  1  vol. 
Registry  voters,  1888,  1  vol. 
List  of  jurors,  1893  to  date,  2  vols. 

For  the  .series  of  Providence  town  papers  and  for  other 
miscellaneous  volumes,  see  the  account  of  the  papers  in  the 
custody  of  the  city  record  commission. 

MUNICIPAL  COURT   RECORDS. 
(PROBATE  RECORDS.) 

[Note.— While  Providence  existed  as  n  town,  all  probate  powers  were  vested  In  the  town 
council  and  the  clerk  of  the  council  was  ex-offlcio  recorder  of  wills.  The  city  charter, 
which  went  into  effect  in  1832.  provided  for  a  municipal  court  having  cognizance  of  all 
probate  mat  tern.] 

The  earliest  book  of  probate  records  of  the  town  of  Providence  has 
undoubtedly  been  lost.  **A  small  paper  book  containing  the  enrollments 
of  wills"  was  listed  in  an  aeoount  of  the  records  in  1677,  but  disappeared 
before  1755.  (Second  rei)ort,  Kec.  Conini.  ]).  24.)  Thcrt^  are  a  few  wills 
previous  to  1675  recordml  in  tow  ii  meeting  records  and  in  the  volumes  in 
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which  deeds  were  recx)rded.  The  first  voUime  of  probate  and  town  coun- 
cil record^  nins  from  1678  to  1715,  printed  as  vols.  6  and  7  of  the  Early 

Rei^onls  of  Providence.     Vol.  2  of  probate  records,  labeled  wills,  etc.,  run« 

from  1716 1 )  1729,  printed  as  vol.  16  of  the  Early  Records.    This  is  followed 

by  the  r^ular  series,  vols.  .V41,  1729-1899.     There  are  also  the  following 

series,  kept  separately: 

Inventories,  1819-1899,  vols.  1-30. 

Administration  accounts,  1821-1899,  vols.  1-30. 

Commissioner's  reports,  1821-1898,  vols.  1-^. 

Divisions  of  real  estate,  assignments  of  dower,  etc.,  1835-1899,  1  vol. 

Guardians  ac(X)untw,  1839-1899,  vols.  1-14. 

Bond  }30oks,  1872-1899,  vols.  1-41. 

Probate  letters,  1874-1898,  vols.  1-13. 

Record  of  discharged  claims  against  executors,  etc.,  1896-1899,  1  vol. 

Decrees  for  sale  of  real  estate,  administration,  1898-99,  1  vol. 

DetTees  for  sale  of  real  estate,  guardianship,  1898-99,  1  vol. 

Johnston  probate  records,  1759-1898,  vols.  1-22  (comprises  wills,  inven- 
tories, probate  proceedings,  town  council  records,  letters,  l)onds,  etc. 
Town  council  records  from  1772  to  1852  constitute  vols.  2,  3,  and  5). 

Probate  proceedings,  1798  to  date,  vols.  1-82  (since  1899  all  probate  rec^ords — 
wills,  inventories,  act^ounts,  bonds,  letters,  etc. — are  entered  in  the  series 
labelled  probate  proceedings). 

Probate  docket,  1646  U»  date,  31  vols. 

Johnston  probate  docket,  1896-1898,  1  vol. 

Index  to  probate  proceedings,  1646-1899  (printed).  This  is  an  index  to 
the  probate  dockets  as  far  as  1899,  which  include  reference  to  all  pro- 
bate proceedings  in  the  nmnicipal  court,  in  the  trjwn  council  rt^cords  in 
the  city  clerk's  ofR(!e,  in  the  recorder  of  dt^s*  office,  in  the  papers  of 
the  record  conmiissioners,  and  in  the  Johnston  probate  records.  There 
is  a  card  index  to  all  probate  proceedings,  1900  to  date. 

RECORD  COMMISSIONER. 

The  series  of  Providence  town  papers,  within  the  last  few 
years  gathered  and  bound  under  the  supervision  of  the  record 
commissioners,  are  in  the  custody  of  the  recoi'd  commissioner, 
who  is  also  clerk  of  the  municipal  court.  They  are  described 
in  detail  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  reports  of  the  record  com- 
missioners.    A  brief  account  of  them  follows: 

Providence  town  papers,  1639-1823,  vols.  1-5,  Nos.  01-01369.  The  docu- 
ments numbered  01  to  0717,  from  1639  to  1722,  are  printe<l  as  vols.  15 
and  17  of  the  Early  Rci^ords.  There  is  a  separate  volume  of  index  of 
names,  and  a  subject  index  of  the  series  is  printed  in  the  fifth  report  of 
the  record  commiHsioners. 

Providence  town  papers,  1642-1799,  vols.  1-39,  Nos.  1-18069.  (Vol.  33  in- 
eludes  the  Bowen  Pai)ers,  1745-1772;  vol.  34  includes  the  Bowen  Papers, 
1772-1807,  and  the  Guild  Pai>ers,  1685-1722;  vols.  35  and  :\6  include  the 
(juild  Papers,  1722-1828;  vol.  39  A  and  B  include  the  Feiiner  Papers, 
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1640-1760;  vols.  39  C  and  D  include  the  Fenner,  Bate?,  and  Olney  PaperR, 
(1641-1815.)  There  ih  a  Feparate  index  of  nanie8,  indexinj^  all  docu- 
ments in  vols.  1-89,  dated  before  17iK).  There  is  a  sejiarate  name  Index 
of  the  Fenner  Papers,  vols.  89  A-89C.  A  subject  index  is  printed  in  the 
fourth  report  of  the  reconi  commissioners  indexing  all  documents  in 
vols.  1  to  89  that  are  dated  Iwfore  1790.  This  series  is  continued  by 
vols.  40-155,  Nos.  001-0064170. 

The  following  volumes  have  also  been  bound  and  preserved 
bv  the  record  com niissi oners: 

List  of  voters,  Octolwr  11,  1824,  1  vol. 

RtH-ord  of  fire  buckete,  1811-1828*,  4  vols. 

PajHjr  money  bank  mortgages,  1715-1786,  8  vols,  (indexed  in  fourth  report 

of  record  commi.:sioner8,  p.  175). 
Uuh»s  and  orders  for  the  management  of  the  workhouse. 

KI'XX)K1>KK   OF    DKKDS. 

(NoTK.— The  oflicr  of  rt'conlor  of  (IochIh  whm  cNtahllshed  in  1«W>.    Previous  to  this  d&ti?  the 
volumeH  of  «leedM  were  in  the  cUHUKly  of  the  city  clerk.] 

During  the  earliest  ptu'iod  of  the  town's  existence  deeds 
were  recorded  in  thrtM*.  general  reconi  books,  a  description  of 
which  follows: 

First  Imok,  town  of  Providence  (also  willed  tlie  "Ix)ng  Old  Book,"  with 
parchment  cover)  contains  (UhhIs,  n)41-1688;  town  meeting  records, 
16:^7-38;  vital  records,  16.S:^-1658,  etc.  This  volimie  has  \wiiii  print€<l 
as  vol.  1  of  the  Kiirly  R<^'conls  of  Provi<lence.  A  tnmscript  of  the  vol- 
ume was  ma<le  in  18(H),  which  has  l)een  made  use  of  by  the  reconi  com- 
missi<mers,  sinc<»it  supplies  some  fewdefect^  in  the  volume  in  its  present 
condition. 

Second  b(K)k  of  the  town  of  Provideirce  (also  chilled  the  "Town  Old  Book," 
♦'Short  Old  Book,"  "Old  Burnt  Bo<^k,"  etc. )  contains  dee<ls,  1643-1662, 
town  meeting  rwords,  1642-1661,  and  a  few  records  of  births,  inden- 
tures, etc.  The  volimie  is  somewhat  mutilatefi  and  a  few  pages  are 
known  to  have  lieen  lost.  A  transcript  of  it  was  made  in  1800.  It  has 
l>een  printed  as  vol.  2  of  the  Early  Records. 

Third  book,  town  of  Providence  (also  called  the  "Book  with  the  Brass 
Clasi)8,"  etc.),  contains  deeds,  1657-1705;  town  meeting  records,  1661- 
1675;  vital  records,  1646-1721,  earmarks,  etc.  It  was  transcribe<l  in 
1800,  and  has  lately  been  bound  up  in  2  volumes,  lettered  A  and  B. 

It  has  been  printed  as  vols.  3,  4,  and  5  of  the  l^rly  Recx>rd8. 

In  addition  to  these  three  volumes  there  is  in  the  office  a 
volume  lettered '^Indian  deeds,"  and  containing  the  original 
"Towne  evidence"  and  the  confirmation  deeds  of  1659-1662. 
Framed  and  under  glass  are  th?  charter  granted  by  the  assem- 
bly to  the  town  of  Providence,  March  14,  1648-1649,  and  the 
deed  of  Roger  Williams  and  his  wif(»,  December  20,  1661, 
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KThe  first  volume  used  solely  for  deeds  rtina  from  167H  Uj 
f705,  and  is  labeled  deetl  t>ook  No.  1.     It  is  ])rint(>d  as  vol. 
U  of  tbe  Early  Records.     This  i«  followed  hy  vols.  2-461, 
whicli  brings  tbe  series  of  deed  liooks  to  date.     There  are  also 
tbe  followintj  aeries  kept  separately; 
Mort|.-age  •ivetls  of  refll  estate,  18.^2  to  date.  vole.  1-238. 
Itideices  ti)  cleede  are  in  sepurate  vulutnex  of  ^puntem  and  jcnnteeB.    There 
are  sct^arale  vrjluoieH  «f  indexes  of  all  deols  «(  Cransion  territory  en- 
terwi  in  Provideni*  records,  and  also  of  all  deeds  in  Providence  reiMirdB 
rj^ferring  to  North  Providence  territory,  1854-1H74. 
irtgajw  deeds  of  ppreonal  properly,   1834  to  date,  vote.  1-88  (provided 
parate  vuluraex  of  indexee  and  kept  in  tlie  baaement  offi<«), 
Mei'lianicK'  Hens.  184T  to  date,  h  vols. 
Attach  men  til,  IS.'iS  to  ilute,  are  ki-pL  on  Hie,  and  are  provided  with  »>|ib- 

rate  volumes  of  indexea. 
ReJHinl  of  pendin)!  anils.  ISffil  tii  date,  1  vol. 
North  burial  grmrnd  deedw,  1S46  to  date,  10  vols.,  pr»ve<le>l  by  a  nw"ler 

of  the  burial  lots,  I8;!4-184.5  (kepi  in  the  Intseinenl  oltic^). 
AsRigmnent  of  waKee,  1884  to  date,  vol.  1-25.     Indexed  in  luich  volume 

(kept  in  the  bai^eiueiit  offiee). 
JohnHton  rei'onls:  Dped  buokp,  which  include  rpsl-eslnli'  iiior(*nM(ei<,  run 
from  IT.'iS  to  1808,  vol.  1-fi«,  and  are  providai  with  t^jiarate  indexes  of 
grantnre  and  granteen.  Partitions  of  estates,  rightit  of  dower  and  agree- 
ments, 184.V1U74,  are  In  I  volume,  luid  atlaclimeiitH,  executions,  anil 
met^lianics' liens,  1861-IW)8,  are  in  :{  volumes.  In  the  liaseiiieiil  oditx- 
periional  proiierty  mortgagee,  I8.¥>-I8it8,  vol.  1-8,  with  index,  and 
ignment  of  wages.  188.VIR9H,  2  vols, 

'oiuniee,  nundieriMl  from  1  to  28  (alpo  one  early  volume  let- 
^teted  A),  which  are  kept  in  the  basement  ufiiee.  Tlieee  plats  are  i^ipied 
'on  large  eards, nnmben^d  Croml  tit  HU2,  wldcliarokept  in  theUeeilulfiue. 
is  a  card  index,  arranged  both  by  niimi's  and  by  streets,  to  these 
[^ardif,  and  also  to  um-opied  plats  in  ihe  il«:^l  boi'ks.  There  is  also  au 
index,  in  2  volumes,  of  all  the  plats,  Itased  on  a  se^ioiial  map  of  the  city. 


Becord  of  Marriages  and  Births,  lOSS-lSKt,  vol.  1-5  (vol.  5indudesuopies 

of  church  recordp,  family  reconls,  early  town  reconls,  etc). 
Record  of  itirths,  J8.W-lS0:i,  vol.  15-17;  also  extra  vol.  A  1  for  recording 

births  out  of  the  chronologiisl  order. 
Kei-oni  of  Marriages,  18.5O-190,1,  vol.  8-111 ;  also  extra  vol.  A  2  for  recording 

extra  marriages. 
Kecord  of  Intermenta  of  the  Deaii,  1840-1850,  vol.  6-8;  Record  of  Deaths, 

1850-1903,  vol.  9-21 ;  also  extra  vol.  A  3  for  recording  extra  deaths. 
Intentions  of  Marriagi«,  1881-1895,  14  vol. 
Intentions  and  Returns  of  Marriages,  189<!-I1K)8,  U  vol. 
Index  bo  Intentions.  1882-1890,  3  vol. 

The  original  returns  of  Births  have  lieen  preserveil  from  1880  to  date,  of 
B     Deaths  from  1842  to  dftti-,  and  i.f  Marriagen  from  I«47  to  date,     There 
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is  a  card  catalogue  index  o(  Births,  of  Marriages  and  of  Deaths  from 
1891  to  date. 
All  vital  records  as  far  as  1850  have  been  printed  in  Arnold's  Vital  Record 
of  R.  /.,  vol.  2.  All  the  records  from  the  beginning  to  1890  have  been 
printed  in  the  Alphabet icfil  Index  of  (he  Rirthn,  Marriages  and  Deaths 
recorded  m  Providencty  in  10  volumes,  vol.  1  to  4  being  edited  by  E.  M. 
Snow  and  v.  5-10  by  C.  V.  Chapin. 

There  are  the  following  volumes  of  Johnston  Vital  Records 
in  the  oflBce: — 

Records  of  Marriages  and  Births,  A,  otherwise  known  as  Births  and 

Marriages  No.  1,  1759-1843. 
Index  to  al)ove. 

Record  of  Births,  1852-1898,  3  vol. 
Record  of  Marriages,  1850-1898,  1  vol. 
Reconl  of  IX^aths,  1850-1898,  1  vol. 

There  are  the  following  volumes  of  miscellaneous  records 
in  the  officer- 
Census  of  Providence,  1865,  7  vol. 

1874,  1  vol.  with  Index. 

1875,  10  vol. 

U.  8.  CensuH,  1880,  7  vol.  and  12  vol.  of  Index. 
Militia  Enrollment,  1898,  1  vol. 

TAX    ASSEHHOKS'    OFFICE. 

Town  Tax  Lists,  1705-1789.  These  volumes  are  those  which  were  separ- 
ately lx)und  under  the  direi'tion  of  the  Record  Commissioners  and 
deposited  in  this  office.  There  is  a  list  of  them  printed  in  the  5th 
Report  of  the  Record  Commissioners,  pp.  18-21. 

Town  Tax  and  Rate  Lists,  1787-1831,  about  110  original  lists  in  paper 
covers. 

City  Tax  List^s,  1832-1886,  55  vol.;  1887-1903,  34  voL 

Johnston  Tax  Books,  1850,  1860,  1863-97,  37  vol. 

Poll  Tax,  1889-1903, 15  vol. 

Johnston  Poll  Tax,  1889-1897,  9  vol. 

Assessors  Returns,  1843-1845, 15  vol. 

Personal  Property  Valuation,  1856-1898,  43  vol. 

Transfers  [of  Grantors],  1854-1857, 1  vol. 

Transfers  of  (irantors,  1863-1903,  vol.  5-30. 

Transfers  of  Grantees,  1863-1878,  vol.  5-11. 

Abstracts  of  Wills,  1870-date,  3  vol. 

Real  Estate  Ledgers  (Index  of  Accounts  now  arranged  by  card  system) 
ser.  [A],  vol.  1-7,  with  Index, 
ser.  [B]  vol.  1-6, 
ser.  [C]  vol.  1-9, 
ser.  [D]  vol.  1-9, 


ii         i< 
ii         ({ 


ser.  Evol.  1-11, 
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Record  of  Plat  Alterations,  1876-1902,  vol.  3-9. 

Calculations,  1884-1893,  vol.  7-8. 

Sarveyors  Record  Book,  1871-1904,  vol.  3-13. 

Ledger  Accounts  of  Bank  Stock,  1884-1898,  3  vol.  (now  carried  on  by  card 

system). 
Plats,  124  folio  boards. 
Index  of  Plats,  vol.  1-96  (arranged  by  the  numbers  of  the  plats.     The 

Index  is  now  carried  on  by  the  card  catalogue  system,  the  cards  being 

arrangeil  by  the  numbers  of  the  plats.) 

BOARD   OF  CANVAHHEKH  AND   KBCJIHTRATION. 

R^stry  Book,  1877-1896,  30  vol.;  1896-1904,  346  vol.  arranged  by  wards. 

Johnston  Registry  Book,  1877-1894,  2  vol. 

List  of  Real,  Pereonal  and  Registry  Voters,  1894-1904,  387  vol. 

List  of  Poll  Tax,  1885-1888,  22  vol. 

Registry  Tax  (transcril)ed  into  district  books)  1889-1895,  123  vol. 

Records  of  the  Board  of  Canvassers  and  Ri'gistration,  1895-date,  11  voL 

Records  of  Municipal  Elections,  1896-<late,  8  vol. 

Appointments  of  Supervisors  of  Elections,  1890-1900,  1  voL 

Registry  Tax,  1844,  1  vol.  (printed  forms). 

**    1861,  1  vol.  ** 

I^ists  of  Voters,  1855, 1  vol.         *  *  *  * 

**     "       **        1845-1847, 1850, 1851, 1858, 1859, 8  voL 

CITY    engineer's  OFFICE. 

(Note.— The  oflQce  of  city  engineer  was  created  in  1869.  The  reports  of  this  department 
have  been  printed  trfjm  1872  to  date.  The  information  as  to  archives  on  file  in  this 
office  has  been  kindly  famished  by  Otis  F.  Clapp,  city  engineer.] 

There  are  on  file  in  this  oflSce  about  15,0CK)  maps,  plats, 
plans,  drawings,  diagrams,  etc.,  all  properly  classified  and 
indexed. 

These  include — 

A.  An  atlas  of  the  city  of  Providence  and  surrounding  territory  in  160  looee 

sheets,  showing  the  location  of  all  water  pipen  and  water  fixtures  laid 
in  highways;  also  a  duplicate  atlas  showing  water  pipes  proposed  but 

.  not  yet  in  place. 

Annual  progress  maps,  showing  water  pipes  laid  yearly  since  1878. 

Plans  of  reservoirs,  pumping  stations,  pum ping-engine  details,  special 
castings,  etc. 

B.  Plans  of  all  sewers  in  the  city  of  Providence  on  a  scale  of  40  feet  per  inch. 
Topographical  maps  of  the  city,  scale  200,  showing  contours  for  each  10 

feet  in  elevation. 

Plans  of  the  improved  sewerage  system,  the  Ernest  street-pumping  sta- 
tion, with  detail  drawings  of  the  engines,  etc.,  precipitation  works 
and  the  buildings  and  tanks  connected  therewith,  tide  gates,  gate 
houses,  etc. 

Sewer  district  maps  showing  all  finisluHl  and  contemplated  sewers. 

An  atlas  indicating  all  sewers  in  the  city  of  Providence. 

H.  Doc.  745,  58-2— vol  1 JO 
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C.  Grade  plans  and  profiles  of  highways  in  17  atlases  and  loose  sheets;  in 

all  about  3,300. 
Highway  construction  plans. 
Plans  of  the  telephone  and  electric-light  conduits. 
Plans  accompanying  highway  specifications. 
Street  railroad  location  plans. 

Topographical  plats  of  Providence;  scale,  80  feet  per  inch. 
Five  volumes  of  grade  descriptions  and  grade  changes. 

D.  Property  plats  from  the  record  office  and  elsewhere. 

Copies  of  all  maps  of  the  layout  of  highways  within  the  city  limits. 

An  atlas  of  the  North  Burial  Ground  in  38  loose  sheets,  showing  the 
exterior  boundaries  of  said  ground  and  the  dimensions  and  area  of 
each  of  the  burial  lote  therein. 

An  atlas  of  the  city  of  Providence,  from  ac^tual  surveys — in  about  320 
loose  sheets,  each  34  inches  square;  scale,  ^Ju — showing  the  location 
of  all  public  highways  by  offsets  to  the  buildings  thereon,  with  a  key 
giving  the  polar  (coordinates  of  all  angle  points  and  street  comers. 
(In  preparation.) 

A  location  index  of  platfl  in  the  office  of  the  recorder  of  deeds. 
K.  Plans  and  detail  drawings  of  all  bridges  owned  by  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence and  plans  relating  to  the  harbor  and  dredging  of  Providence 
River,  tide  readings  since  1885,  etc. 
F.  Plats  of  the  500  parcels  of  real  estate  owned  by  the  city  of  Providence, 
including  public  parks  and  squares,  school  estates,  fire  and  police 
stations,  ward  rooms,  waterworks  property,  sewerage  property,  Dexter 
donation  and  miscellaneous  property. 

Besides  the  foregoing  there  are  also  on  file  in  this  oflSce — 

Meteorological  data  from  1881  to  1904,  showing  daily  rainfall,  temperature, 

direction  and  velocity  of  the  wind,  humidity,  barometer  readings,  etc. 
Daily  water  consumption  since  1877,  engine  records,  etc. 
Field  books  containing  diagrams  of  all  private  drains  connected  with  the 

sewer  system,  with  card  index. 
About  800  ]mckages  of  deed  abstracts,  maps,  genealogies,  wills,  railroad 

layouts  from  the  court  of  common  pleas,  etc.,  of  uniform  size,  filed  for 

ready  reference  and  classified  according  to  the  location  of  the  property 

involved. 
Abstracts  of  all  highway  deeds  to  city  of  Providence,  and  deeds  of  right  of 

way  for  water  pipes  and  sewers. 
An  index  of  all  conveyances  to  and  from  the  city  and  town  of  Providence, 

recorded  in  Providence,  Cranston,  Warwick,  Lincoln,  North  Providence, 

and  East  Providence,  giving  date,  location  of  proi)erty  conveyed,  name 

of  grantor  and  grantee,  and  book  and  page  of  record. 
A  compilation  containing  all  legislative  actions  and  council  resolutions 

relative  to  the  North  Burial  Ground  from  1700  to  1897,  with  copies  of 

all  existing  maps,  bound  in  five  type-written  volumes. 
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In  March,  186fi.  an  act  was  parsed  providing  for  the  election 
i>f  a  board  of  three  water  commissioners,  who  were  elected  hy 
the  city  in  September,  lS6y.  In  February,  1872,  an  act  was 
passed  providing;  for  the  election  of  a  hoard  of  three  highway 
comniiasionerw,  to  supersede  the  officB  of  the  surveyor  of  high- 
ways. In  March.  1880,  a  btard  of  public  works,  to  consist  of 
three  persons,  was  created  to  supersede  to  the  powers  of  the 
water  and  highway  commissionors.  In  March,  188S,  an  act 
was  passed  atvolishing  the  board  of  public  works  and  providing 
fcir  the  election  of  B  commissioner  of  public  works. 

Thf  reports  of  the  water  commissioners  were  printed  quar- 
terly from  187U  to  I87(i  and  annually  from  1877  to  1880,  also 
Ihc  reports  of  the  water  commissioners  on  sewers  from  1873 
lo  1S76.  The  reports  of  the  highway  commissioners  were 
printed  both  quarterly  and  anmially  from  1872  to  187!*.  The 
bcuird  of  public  works  and  the  commissioner  of  public  works 
have  printed  a  quarterly  i-eiHirt  from  188S  to  date. 

The  records  in  the  department  consist  of  0  volumes  of  the 
rfcords  of  the  water  commissioners,  board  of  public  works, 
and  commissioner  of  public  works  fnim  186y  to  date.  There 
is  iL  card  index  of  water  service  pipes  arranged  by  atreefcs,  one 
of  water  accounts  arranged  by  stop  numbers,  and  one  of  sewer 
connections. 


Itichmond  wa,-*  taken  from  Chiii'lostuwn  iind  i iicorpoi'ated 
August  IS,  1747. 

Population;  508  (1748),  1,357  (1774),  1,0M4  (1782),  1,888 
(isim),  1,784(1850),  l,50fi(lSK)0). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in  June,  and  for  appropriations  on  the  Saturday  after  the 
(irst  Monday  in  May.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet 
on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  oHice  is  at  Wyoming,  in  the  town  clerk's  hou;<e. 


rown  meeting  recimls  from  1747  tu  1700  arv  included  in  Ihetniue  voluniea 
witli  land  evidciiw,  fmin  1790  it,  1812  were  cleelro>'(-il  )iy  Are,  ami  from 
1812  to  date  are  in  ;l  voluniefl.  The  voliiaic  from  1812  to  I8:U  incliiili» 
a  vital  reconk,  1812-1852,  mid  larmsrlti',  1813-1871. 
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Town  council  records  from  1747  to  1783  are  in  2  volomee,  and  include 
probate  matter.     The  records  from  1783  to  1812  were  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  from  1812  to  date  are  in  14  volumes. 
Probate  records  from  1747  to  1783  and  from  1812  to  date  are  contained  in 
the  same  volumes  with  town  council  records,  each  beinfir  begun  at  oppo- 
site en<l8  of  the  same  book.    The  only  indexes  are  to  be  found  in  the 
respective  volumes.     There  are  2  volumes  of  probate  bonds,  1873  to 
date,  and  a  probate  docket. 
Deeils:  The  early  volumes  of  land  evidence  include  also  the  town  meeting 
records.     Vol.  1,  1747-1758,  inclutles  also  ti>wn  meetings,  1747-1762;  ear- 
marks, 1747-1789,  and  vital  reconls,  1747-1805.     Vol.  2,  1759-1771,  in- 
cludes also  town  meetings,  1762-1776.     Vol.  3,  1771-1786,  includes  town 
meetings,  1776-1790.     Vol.  4  has  only  land  evidence,  1786-1798.     The 
records  from  1798  to  1812  were  destroyed  by  fire.     Vol.  5,  1812-1814, 
includes  also  the  reret-ording  of  all  deeds  that  could  be  found  bearing 
date  between  1798  and  1812.     Vols.  6  to  15  cover  the  period  from  1814  to 
date.    There  are  two  volumes  of  indexes  and  a  receiving  book.     Rec- 
ords of  personal  proj>erty,  1839  to  date,  are  in  3  volumes. 
Vital  records  from  1747  to  1805  are  in  the  first  volume  of  land  evidence. 
From  1812  to  1852  they  are  in  the  volume  of  town  meetings,  1812-1834. 
From  1853  to  date,  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  have  each  a  separate 
volume.     The  vital  records  from  1747  to  1850  are  printed  in  vol.  5  of 
Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island. 
Assessors*  records:  Tax  lists  from  1852  to  date  are  in  5  volumes.     Prior  to 
1852  they  are  on  loose  sheets,  fa8tene<]  together.     There  is  one  volume  of 
registry  tax,  1872-1879,  and  of  highway  tax,  1875-1877.     The  tax  books 
have  been  ]>rinted  from  1854  to  date,  with  the  exception  of  the  years 
1863  and  1864. 
School  records:  The  town  clerk  has  a  little  volume  containing  a  few  entries 
as  to  the  boundaries  of  school  districts.    The  school  reports  have  been 
printed  probably  from  1852  to  date. 
Miscellaneous  rei'ords: 

Reconls  of  l)oanl  of  t^nvassers,  1852  to  date,  1  vol. 

By-laws  of  town,  1856  to  <late,  1  vol. 

Record  of  highway  districts,  1857-1895,  4  vols. 

Dog  licenses,  1864  to  date,  3  vols. 

Registry  book,  1877  to  date,  2  vols. 

Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 

Me<lical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  1  vol. 

The  records  are  kept  in  the  house  of  the  town  clerk,  near 
the  village  of  Wyoming,  most  of  them  being  in  a  large  safe. 
Several  volumes  of  records  were  stolen  and  destroyed  by  fire 
in  June,  1812,  an  account  of  which  can  be  found  in  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society  Publications,  vol.  1,  p.  161. 
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8CITUATE. 

Scituate  was  taken  from  Providence  and  incorporated  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1731.  The  town  was  divided  and  Foster  made  a 
separate  town  in  1781. 

Population:  1,232  (1748),  3,601  (1774),  1,635  (1782),  2,523 
(1800),  4,582  (1850),  3,361  (19(X)). 

Town  meeting  for  election  of  officers  held  on  the  third 
Wednesday  in  May  and  for  appropriations  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June.  Town  council  and  probate  court  meet  on  second 
Saturday  of  each  month. 

Town  clerk's  office  is  at  South  Scituate. 

RBCORD8. 

Town  meeting  records  are  in  3  volumes,  1731  to  date.  Vol.  2,  1787-1824, 
is  made  up  of  the  original  minutes,  which  have  been  recently  bound 
together,  but  contains  no  rei'ords  from  1772  to  1778. 

Town  (Council  records  are  in  8  volumes,  1731  to  date.  The  first  four  vol- 
umes, from  1731  to  1819,  contain  probate  records  and  art*  so  lettered. 

Probate  records  continue  the  first  four  volumes  of  town  council  records  and 
are  letterecl  vols.  5-13,  1820  to  date.  There  is  also  a  volume  of  probate 
bonds,  1879-1903,  and  a  volume  of  probate  docket,  1896  to  date. 

Deeds  are  in  39  volumes,  1731  to  date.  V(»I.  1  iH  lettered  rt»conl  of  dee<ls, 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  and  contains  deeds,  1731-1733,  vital 
records,  1731-1785,"  earmarks,  1734-1788,  and  estrays,  1735-1760.  Mort- 
gagee of  personal  property  are  kept  in  a  separate  series  from  1837  to  date, 
vols.  1-4.  Re<«iving  book  for  deeds  is  kept.  Plats  have  been  bound  in 
11  large  folio  volumes,  and  there  are  also  many  loose  j)lats  rolled. 

Vital  records:  The  first  volume,  containing  the  records  from  1731  to  1785, 
is  in  the  series  of  deeds,  as  listed  above.  The  second  volume  runs  from 
1799  to  1850,  with  a  few  earlier  entries,  containing  also  the  reconis  of 
the  Scituate  Fire  Engine  CJompany,  1845-1862.  Since  the  year  1850 
there  is  one  volume  for  births,  one  for  marriages,  and  one  for  deaths. 
The  records  as  far  as  the  year  1850  are  printed  in  vol.  3  of  Arnold's  Vital 
Record  of  Rho<le  Island. 

Assessors'  records:  Tax  lists  from  1771  to  date  are  in  separate  volumes  of 
varying  size  and  thickness.  The  rate  lists  j)rior  to  1771  are  undoubtedly 
in  the  bundle  of  early  loose  manuscripts.  The  tax  lHX)ks  have  Ihhmi 
printed  from  1859  to  date,  with  the  possible  exception  of  18()0-1862,  1864- 
1866. 

School  records:  In  the  town  clerk's  office  are  l>ounds  of  school  districts, 
1846  to  date,  and  records  of  school  committee,  1858  to  date.  The  school 
reports  have  l)een  printed  from  1847  to  date,  although  those  for  1847- 
1855  do  not  seem  to  be  in  any  set. 

Treasurers*  records  from  1863  to  date  an*  in  separate  volumes  in  the  town 
clerk's  offic*e. 
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RK(^RD8. 

[Note.— The  town  meeting  and  vital  rwonls  iR'fore  1747  are  still  In  the  pooocwrion  of 
the  town,  but  the  land  evidence  and  probate  records  before  that  date,  accordinfi^  to  the 
MaR8achu»ett8  Hyntem,  are  preserved  in  the  county  seat  at  Taunton,  where  are  also  the 
records  of  the  town  of  Fall  River  (R.  I.).  1856-1862.  See  Report  of  the  Maamchusettfl 
Record  CommisRioner  for  1886.  p.  373.] 

Town  meeting  recordH:  The  volume  lettered  **Town  meeting)?,  births, 
marriageH,  deathn,  1697-1782"  includes  town  meeting  records  from  1693 
to  1733.  The  volume  lettt».red  **Town  meeting  records,  1704-1754"  con- 
tains the  retx)rd8  from  171^  to  1754  and  a  few  meetings  from  1704  to 
1708.  This  is  followwl  by  "Town  meetings,  1754-1798,'*  and  **Town 
meetingH,  1801-18:^."  The  last  volume  is  lettered  '*Town  meeting  rec- 
ords, No.  3,"  and  runs  from  1838  to  1903.     The  records  from  1798  to 

.  1801  apjjear  to  lx»  missing.  There  is  a  volume  of  lists  of  freemen  1747- 
1811. 

Town  council  records  from  1747  to  1764  are  in  the  volume  lettered  "Pro- 
bate rec-ords,  No.  2,  1746-1769.*'  From  1771  to  1775  the  rei^ords  are  in 
the  volume  lettered  "Probate  records,  No.  4,  1771-1793;"  from  1776  to 
1789,  in  volume  lettered  "Town  council  and  probate  records,  1776-1789;" 
from  1790  to  1792,  in  volume  lettered  "Probate  records.  No.  4,  1771- 
1793;"  from  1792  to  1804,  in  "Council  lxK)k,  No.  5;"  from  1804  to  1852, 
in  "Town  council  meetings,  No.  2,  1804-1852."  This  is  followed  by 
"Council  reconls.  No.  3,"  1852-1889,  and  "Council  rei^ord.  No.  4," 
1889-1^K)3. 

Probate  rec^ords  from  1747  to  1768  are  in  volume  lettered  "  Probate  records. 
No.  2,  1746-1769;"  from  1769  to  1792,  in  "Probate  records,  No.  4,  1771- 
1793;"  from  1792  to  1804,  in  "Council  l)Ook,  No.  5;"  from  1804  to  1814, 
in  "ProbaU?  records.  No.  6."  This  is  followed  by  vol.  7  to  vol.  19,  1814 
to  date.  (There  are  2  volumes  lettert*d  vol.  14.)  There  are  also  2  vol- 
umes of  record  of  bonds,  1874  to  date;  1  volume  of  scratch  book  of  pn>- 
bate  court,  1818-1826;  and  1  volume  of  probate  dwket. 

Deeds:  There  is  a  volume  lettered  "Proprietors'  record,  Poi^aset," 
which  containH  a  tran8<'ript  of  the  original  records  of  the  pn)prietor»  of 
Ptxrasset  and  of  Puiuuitest  from  1680  U)  1848,  maile  in  18(>8.  The  land 
evi<ience  nins  from  1746  to  date*,  vols.  1-48.  There  is  a  separate 
volume  of  index  of  grant<»es  for  vols.  1-36,  which  index  is  being  con- 
tinued by  the  card  system.  A  volume  letti»red  "I^nd  records.  1752- 
1774,"  contains  pai>er  money  indentures  of  1752  and  deeds  from  1748  to 
1774.  There  is  also  1  vohime  of  securities  on  personal  estate,  1834-1876; 
1  volume  of  rcconls  of  i)ersonal  proix^rty,  1874-1899;  and  3  volumes  of 
niortga^res  land  evidence,  liK)3  to  date.  Plats  are  rolled.  A  map  of  the 
Pocsuwot  pnrchast^  is  in  private  hands. 

Vital  re<'ords  l»efore  1850  are  in  4  volumes.  "Births  and  deaths,  1673- 
1818;"  ''Marriages  an<l  intentions,  1707-1746,"  containing  records  from 
1707  U>  1814;  "Births,  1767-1812,"  containing  births  and  deaths  from 
1745  to  1829;  and  "  Birtlis  and  marriages,  180iM854."  There  are  also 
several  n'conls  from  1678  to  17.'i'S  in  "Town  meetings,  births,  marriages, 
<leaths,  1697-1732."  From  iSoO  to  date  there  are  2  volumes  each  of 
births,  of  marriages,  and  of  tlcaths.  There  are  also  intentions  of  mar- 
riiiges,  1881-189<),  1  vol.,  and  intentions  and  returns  of  marriage,  1896  to 
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iiate,  1  vol.     The  recordH  hh  far  as  1850  are  printed  in  vol.  4  of  Arnold's 
Vital  Reconl  of  Rhode  Inland. 
AseesHore  records:  The  original  tax  books  for  the  following  years  seem  to 
l>e  in   the  office:  1844,  1850,  1852,  1855,  1^50,  1870,  1872-1875,  1879  to 
date.     The  tax  books  have  been  printed  since  1867. 
J<chool  records  in  the  town  clerk's  office  are  records  of  school  districts, 
1842-1895;  treasurer's  school  records,  1845-1883,  in  2  volumes;  school 
attendance  and  census,  1885-1889,  in  2  volumes.     The  school  reports 
have  been  printed  in  1859  and  from  1873  to  date. 
Miscellaneous  records: 

Treasurer's  reconi  book,  1787-1816,  1   vol.;  cash  book,  1845-1893,2 
vols.;  account  book,  188i^l893,  1  vol. 

Reconls  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  1822-1886,  1  vol. 

Electoral  register,  1868-1876,  1  vol. 

Registry  book,  1877  to  date,  2  vols. 

Dog  licenses,  1864-1871,  1895-1899,  3  vols.     (These,  as  well  as  liquor 
licenses,  are  now  kept  by  the  Tiverton  police  commission). 

Bounds  of  highway  districts,  1868,  1  vol. 

Vaccination  books,  1873-1894,  1  vol. 

Record  of  estrays,  1873  to  date,  1  vol. 

Mechanics'  liens,  1877  to  date,  1  vol. 

Jury  book,  1893  to  date,  1  vol. 

Record  of  elections,  district  Nos.  1  and  2,  1895  to  date,  2  vols. 

Medical  register,  1895  to  date,  1  vol. 

Register  of  clergymen,  1896  to  date,  I  vol. 

Militia  enrollment  of  1898,  in  sht^tt*. 

The  records  are  well  kept  in  a  fireproof  vault  in  the  town 
clerk's  oflSce  at  Tiverton.  Several  of  the  earlier  volumes  have 
been  wisely  preserved  by  the  Emery  process,  although  the 
modern  lettering  on  the  backs  is  not  always  indicative  of  the 
contents. 

WARREN. 

Warren,  whose  territory  formerly  belonged  to  Massachu- 
setts, came  under  Rhode  Island  jurisdiction  upon  the  settle- 
ment of  the  boundary  question,  and  on  Jaiuiary  27,  1747,  was 
incorporated  as  a  town.  On  June  UJ,  1770,  the  town  wjus 
divided,  the  new  portion  being  named  Barrington.  A  portion 
of  the  town  of  Bristol  was  aimexed  to  Warren  May  80,  1873. 

Population:  ♦>80  (1748),  l)7i*  (1774),  905  (1782),  1,473  (1800), 
3,103(1850),  5,108(1900). 

Town  meeting  for  election  held  on  the  second  Wednesdav 
in  March  and  for  appropriations  on  the  succeeding  Saturday. 
Town  council  and  probate*  court  meet  on  the  first  Saturday  in 
each  month. 

Town  hall  is  in  the  town  of  Wai  ivn. 
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State, 
governor  and  council. 

Execative  letter  book:  January  10- April  27,  1781;  April  2^ADga8t  15, 
1781;  August  22-November  29,  1781;  December  1,  1781-September  30, 
1782;  August,  1782-July  12,  1786;  October  3,  1782-December  28,  1782; 
January  1,  1783-November  20,  1786;  December  1,  1786-October  5,  1791 ; 
December  1,  1786-December  5,  1788;  December  6,  1788-May  10,  1792; 
January,  1792-August,  1794  (and  a  list  of  thoee  who  have  received  land 
bounty,  1783-1800) ;  May  11,  1792-September  24,  1794;  October  4, 1794- 
October  5,  1800;  October  5,  1800-nJuly  6,  1803;  October  24,  1803-July  8, 
1807;  July  8, 1807-March  9, 1808;  March  9, 1808,  January  10, 1810;  Jan- 
uary 15,  1810-August  24,  1811;  August  24,  1811^uly29,  1812;  July  29, 
1812-December  1,  1813;  December  6,  18ia-November  11,  1816;  Novem- 
ber 11,  1816-December  29,  1822;  January  22,  1822-September  2,  1823; 
January  2,  1823-October  2, 1830;  April  24,  1827-June  10,  1830;  Decem- 
ber 17,  1830-October  4,  1834;  November  13,  ia32-March  30,  1837;  Octo- 
ber 6,  1834-June  6,  1839;  March  31,  1839-January  1,  1841;  June  10, 
1839-September  27. 1844;  October  1, 1844-April  29, 1848;  March  6, 1848- 
November  24,  1856. 

Letters  received  by  the  executive  January  30-July  30,  1813. 

List  of  letters  sent  and  received  by  the  executive  January  2,  1832-Decem- 
ber  31,  1849. 

Index  and  synopsis  of  executive  letters  sent  May-December,  1861 ;  received 
May-December,  1861;  received  April  23-November  19,  1861. 

Ck)uncil  journal:  1776-1777;  October  24,  1776-March  1,  1777  (mutilated); 
1777-1778;  1779-1780  (mutilated);  1781-1782;  January  1 -November,  1781; 
January  18-December  31,  1781;  January  18,  1781-Augu8t  31, 1782;  1782- 
1783;  1783-1785;  1786-1787;  1787-1788;  1787-1789;  1789-1791;  October, 
1791-October,  1793;  November,  1793-June,  1795;  1795-1797;  1797-1798; 
1798-1799;  November  1,  1799-March  30,  1857  (33  vols.). 

Council  minute  book:  February  10, 1808-May  17, 1809;  November  9, 18ie- 
June  29,  1818;  April  22, 1820^une  18, 1822;  September  5, 1823-February 
25,  1824;  March  15,  1825-April  21,  1827;  June  11,  1830-November  12, 
1832;  January  2, 1841-May  22, 1845;  May  26, 1845-May  31, 1849;  June  1, 
1849-January  15,  1852. 

Ck)uncil  rough  minutes:  February  10,  1785-January  16,  1786;  November 
30,  1786-October  2,  1788;  December  5,  1787-October  2,  1788;  December 
2,  1793-October  4,  1794;  May  25,  1797^anuary  25,  1798;  July  5,  1800- 
December  31,  1800;  May  16,  1801-October  30,  1807;  Februar>'  24,  1810- 
June  21,  1811. 

CJouncil  warrants:  January,  1781-May,  1783. 

Executive  journals:  1832-1838  (4  vols.),  1859-1860,  1861-1862. 

Executive  proclamation  book:  December  23,  1786-AugU8t  31,  1801. 

Executive  minutes:  January  22,  Ift22-September  2,  1823;  April  24,  1827- 
June  10,  1830;  November  13,  1832-March  30,  1837;  March  31,  1837- 
January  1,  1841;  January  31,  1848-March  25  1852;  May  1,  1854-Decem- 
ber  31, 1856;  1862-1865. 


VIRGINIA    ARCHIVES.  657 

General  Assembly. 

SENATE. 

Senate  journal:  December  4,  1846-March  17,  1849. 
Senate  minute  book:  December  2,  1839-March  22,  1841. 
Senate  journal:  1841^2,  1845-46,  1846-47,  184^1851  (5  vols.). 
Senate  minute  books:  June  7,  1850-March  22,  1860;  December  2,  1850; 
December  10,  1850  (2  vols.). 

house  of  delegates. 

House  of  delegates  journal:  October  20,  1777-January  24,  1778;  May  4, 
1778^anuary  1,  1778;  October  5,  177&-December  19, 1778;  May  3, 1779- 
June  21,  1779;  October  4,  177^December  24,  1779;  May  1,  1780-July 
19, 1780;  May  1,  1780-March  21, 1781;  October  16, 1780-January  2, 1781; 
March  1,  1781-March  22,  1781;  May  1,  1781-June  23,  1781;  October  1, 
1781-January  5,  1782;  October  1,  1781-December  22,  1783;  October  21, 
1782-December  28, 1782;  May  5, 1783-June  28, 1783;  October  20, 1783-De- 
cember22,1783;  May3, 1784-January  7, 1785;  October,  16, 178d-January 
11, 1787;  October  26, 1786-December  18,  1789;  October  15, 1787^anuary 
8,  1788;  June  23,  1788^une30, 1788;  October  20, 1788-December30, 1788 
October  19, 1789-December  19, 1789;  October  17, 1791-December20, 1791 
October  1,  1792-December25,  1792;  October  21,  1793-December  13, 1793 
November  10, 1795-March'9, 1796;  Novembers,  1796-December29,  1796 
Noveml)er  8. 1790-January  25, 1798;  December  4, 1797-January  25, 1798 
December  3,   1798-January  26,   1799;   December  2,  1799-January  28, 
1800;  December  1,  1800-January  23,  1801;  December  7,  1801-February 
2, 1802;  December 5,  1803-February 3,  1804;  Decembers,  1804-January 
31,  1805;  December  2,  1805-February  5,  1806;  December  1,  1806-Janu- 
ary  22,  1807;  December  7,  1807-February  10,  1808;  December  5,  1808- 
February  18,  1809;  December  4,  1809-February  9,  1810;  December  3, 
1810-February  13,  1811;  December  2,  1811-February  21,  1812;  Novem- 
ber 30,  1812-February  23,  1813;  December  6,  1813-February  16,  1814; 
May  17,  1813-May  26,  1813;  1813-14,  1817-18,  1818-19,  1819-20,  Decem- 
ber,  1823-March,   1824,    1826-27,   1828-29,   1829-30,   1832-33,   1834-35, 
1835-36,  1839,  1839-40,  1840-41,  1841^2,  1843-44,  1844-45, 1850-51, 1860. 

Volume  containing  various  resolutions  of  the  general  assembly,  June,  1781- 
1784,  and  a  list  of  members  of  a^jsembly,  1781-1788,  inclusive. 

General  assembly  and  convention  attendance  books,  1781-1880. 

General  assembly  order  books,  1790-1794,  1795-1799,  1798-1802,  1802-1809. 

Journal  of  Virginia  convention,  1788. 

Journal  of  convention,  1829-30. 

Rough  journal  of  convention,  1850-51. 

Pay  account  of  members  of  convention,  1850-51. 

Journal  of  Alexandria  convention,  1864. 

Senate  journal.  Wheeling  government,  1861-62  and  1862. 

Onlinancesof  Wheeling  convention,  1861. 

List  of  county  oflfices  under  Wheeling  government,  1861. 

H.  Doc.  745,  58-2— vol  1 *2 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Militia  returns  from  the  various  counties,  1793. 

Rank  roll  of  brigadier-generals,  colonels,  lieutenant-colonels,  and  majors 
in  the  militia,  179^-1833. 

Rank  roll  of  militia  oflBcers,  1797. 

Register  of  artillery  and  cavalry  officers,  Virginia  militia,  1820-1834. 

List  of  Virginia  troops,  1814-15. 

State  armory  contra(;ts,  August  26,  1808  to  September,  1815. 

Letters  and  general  orders,  adjutant-general's  office,  July  24, 1819  to  April 
22,  1824. 

Militia  register,  1800-1808. 

Pay  rolls  of  Virginia  troops  in  war  of  1812-1815. 

Muster  rolls  of  Virginia  troops  in  war  of  1812-1815. 

Pay  accounts  of  soldiers,  war  of  1812-1815. 

Military  pay  roll,  July,  1807  to  September,  1817. 

Roster  and  general  order  book.  First  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  1851- 
1859. 

Muster  roll  of  Virginia's  quota  of  militia  called  for  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1807. 

Roster  of  militia  officers  by  counties,  1835-1853. 

Register  of  military  commissions,  179^1809. 

Letters  and  general  orders,  adjutant-general's  office,  September  4,  1824  to 
April  14,  1835. 

Letter  book  of  quartermaster's  department.  May  23  to  November  10,  1814. 

Receipt  books,  October,  1782  to  February,  1809. 

Journal  of  the  colonization  board  of  Virginia,  May,  1853  to  August,  1858. 

Minute  book,  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  1852-1854;  January  1, 
1857  to  June  30,  1859. 

Marine  registration  book,  February  4,  1788  to  August  25,  1789. 

Letter  book  of  State  library,  February  14,  1866  to  April  4,  1869. 

Penitentiary  daybook,  March  28,  1817  to  January  28,  1818. 

Receipts  for  law  books,  etc.y  distributed  to  the  various  counties,  1823-1830. 

Receipts  for  books  taken  from  State  library,  1830-1844,  1845-1853,  1853- 
1858.     3  vols. 

Catalogue  of  law  Ix^oks  in  the  State  library,  1828-1832. 

Catalogue  of  the  public  library  of  Virginia,  1828-1852. 

Thirty-six  volumes  of  miscellaneous  accounts,  auditor's  office,  October  21, 
1775  {jo  February  23,  1791.  (This  is  a  very  valuable  lot  of  books,  con- 
taining entries  of  practically  all  payments  made  during  the  Revolution. ) 

Receipts  for  law  books  distributed  1819-20,  1839-1852.     2  vols. 

Reports  from  tobacco  warehouses,  1781. 

Various  catalojrues  of  books  in  the  State  library. 

Letter  book  of  solicitor-general,  June  14,  1780  to  July  17,  1780. 

List  of  applicants  for  appointment  as  officers  in  Virginia  to  troops. 

Proceedings  of  penitentiary  board,  April  25,  1800  to  March,  1803. 

List  of  books  wanted  for  State  library. 

List  of  merchants  in  various  counties  in  Virginia. 

Rei>orts  f»f  naval  inspectors,  1858,  1859.     2  vols. 
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Letters  received  by  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  1869-70. 
Executive  requisition  book,  1861. 

Transportation  chai^ges  of  guards  and  convicts  to  and  from  the  peniten- 
tiary, 1879-80. 
Auditor's  account  book,  1871-72. 
Stafford  County  assessment  book,  1838. 
Check  list  of  Virgmia  State  library,  1884. 
Millers  and  mill  owners  in  various  counties  of  Virginia,  1860. 
Assessment  of  lots  in  town  of  Portsmouth,  1838. 
Cash  book  of  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  1863-1865. 
Proceedings  of  the  committee  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  Virginia  in  reference 

to  the  World's  Fair  to  be  held  in  London  November  8  to  December  9, 

1850. 
Report  of  the  board  of  visitors  to  the  penitentiary,  November  8,  1807  to 

December  2,  1816. 
Exchange  Bank  scratcher,  1841-1855.    2  vols. 
Exchange  Bank  ledger,  1845,  1851.     2  vols. 

Catalogue  of  law  books  for  the  court  of  appeals  at  Lewisburg,  1832-1860. 
Minutes  of  the  committee  on  banks,  1861-1864,  1865-1867.    2  vols. 
Fee  book  of  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  1858-1865. 
Commissioner's  returns  of  merchants,  1799-1810. 
Auditor's  account  book,  1870. 
Pay  accounts  of  county  officers,  1842-1850. 
Sheriffs'  account  books  of  various  counties,  1854-1861.- 
Schedule  of  petitions  1839,  1839-40,  1833-1840.     3  vols. 
State  library  purchases,  1886-1891. 
Register  of  justices  of  the  iieac^e  in  1828. 
Contracts  between  individuals  and  the  State,  1816-1830,  1830-1851,  1852- 

1865.    3  vols. 
Index  to  journals  of  Congress,  September,  1774,  to  December,  1776. 
Stubs  of  State  library  check  l)ook8,  1829-1860. 

Returns  of  acting  justices,  etc\,  1818,  1821,  1845,  1850,  1860.     5  vols. 
List  of  subscribers  to  the  Washingtcm  Monument  in  Richmond. 
List  of  articles  purchased  for  the  governor's  house,  remnants  of  executive 

minutes,  etc.,  1834. 
Survey  of  York  and  Potomac  rivers,  etc.;  surveyor's  notes. 
Survey  of  Rappahannock  and  Potomac  rivers,  etc. ;  surveyor's  notes. 
Reports  of  keeper  of  penitentiary,  1812-1816. 

List  of  public  officers:  State,  district,  and  county,  December  1,  1786. 
Pilot  police,  quarterly  reports  of  chief  inspector,  January  1,  1858,  to  March 

31,  1860. 
Pilot  police,  chief  inspector's  report. 

Journal  of  board  of  principal  assessors,  November,  1819,  to  February,  1820. 
Record  of  contracts  between  individuals  and  the  State,  1805-1816. 
General  orders.  Harpers  Ferry,  1859-60. 
Account  of  the  State  expenses  in  John  Brown  raid. 
General  orders  of  Maj.  Gen.  William  B.  Taliaferro,  Charlestown,  November 

24,  1859,  to  January  21,  1860. 
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Accounts  of  adjutant-general. 

Registration  returns  of  the  State  of  Vii^nia  as  Military  District  No.  1,  in 
1870. 

Journal  of  military  government,  1866-1869. 

Engineer  department,  accounts  of  free  negroes  employed  by  the  State  of 
Viilginia  in  working  on  defenses,  etc.,  in  1861. 

Proceedings  of  the  board  for  the  purchase  and  manufacture  of  arms,  Feb- 
ruary 10-December  7,  1860. 

Letter  book,  engineer  oflBce,  May  14, 1861-AugUBt  30,  1861. 

Letter  book,  commissary-general  of  Virginia,  April-September,  1861. 

Commissary  accounts.  May  9-July  14,  1861. 

Commissary  department  of  Vii^nia,  ledger,  1861. 

Cash  accounts  of  commissary  department,  1861. 

Index  to  material  book,  engineer  department,  1861. 

Accounts  of  engineer  department  for  coast,  harbor,  and  river  defenses, 
1861. 

Material  book  of  engineer  department,  1861. 

Invoice  book  of  engineer  department,  1861. 

Invoice  book  of  commissary  department,  1861. 

COPIES   FROM   ENGLISH   PUBLIC   RECORD   OFFICE,  ETC. 

"Sainsbury  Abstracts**  from  P.  R.  0.,  1606-1740.    20  vols. 
**  Winder  Papers,'*  copies  from  P.  R.  0.,  1607-1706.    2  vols. 
**De  Jamette  Papers,**  copies  from  P.'R.  O.,  1606-1691. 
"McDonald  Papers,*'  copies  from  P.  R.  O.    5  vols. 

Letters,  et<;.,  relating  to  treaties  between  Virginia  and  the  Indians,  1763- 
1772;  Aspinwall  Papers  from  the  Barlow  collection. 

Selections  from  the  papers  of  the  board  of  trade  (English),  1753-1757. 
1  vol. 

Selections  from  papers  in  council  chamber,  Richmond.  Copies  made  in 
1826  for  Jared  Sparks.     1  vol. 

Papers  in  British  Museum  relating  to  Bacon's  Rebellion.  Copies  made 
under  the  direction  of  Edward  Eggleston.     1  vol. 

Young*s  Voyage  to  Virginia  and  Maryland,  1634  (the  original  manuscript, 
formerly  among  the  Aspinwall  Papers  and  bought  by  the  State  Library 
at  the  Barlow  sale).     1  vol. 

Portfolio  of  papers  of  Col.  James  Wood,  Revolutionary  period. 

Portfolio  of  original  letters  of  I^fayette,  Rochambeau,  etc.,  stolen  from 
the  State  capitol  in  1865,  and  recovered  from  a  dealer.  This  recovery 
was  only  made  through  a  compromise  by  which  half  the  stolen  papers 
found  in  the  hands  of  this  dealer  were  returned  to  the  State.  These 
papers  were  taken  from  the  State  capitol  soon  after  the  capture  of  Rich- 
mond in  1865. 

COPIES  OF  COUNTY   RECORDS. 

Old  Rappahannock,  1656-1692.     11  vols. 
Essex,  1692-1699.     3  vols. 
Richmond  (Orders),  1694. 
Accomac  (Orders),  1632-1645.     2  vols. 
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Warwick  (OrdetB),  174Si-1782. 

York,  1033-1701.     12  vole. 

Siirrv,  1646-16412  and  1684-1686.     2  vols. 

Henrico,  1677-1700.    4  vols. 

Thia  list  of  the  copies  from  Ihi-  county  recOfjH  completert  the  arcolint  of 
the  historical  tnanuacriptti  in  the  Virginia  Stut«  library.  Brief  uoticee  of 
reiTorilB  relating  to  Vii^nia  wlui'li  are  deposited  elsewhere  are  appended. 

VIEOINIA   STATE    LAND   OFFICE. 

The  records  of  thiu  office  should  iticludc  all  granb^  of  land 
in  Virginiii  since  lli'23:  but  it  ifi  known  that  a  considerable 
number  of  grants  in  the  colonial  period  were  recorded  by 
(*reles8  clerks  in  various  record  books  in  the  General  Court- 
house, which,  as  has  been  stated,  yva.ti  burned  with  all  of  its 
couteuts  in  1865.  Following  is  a  list  of  the  books,  etc. ,  in  the 
office: 

Patent  books,  1623-1774.    42  voIh. 
Grant  books,  1779  to  dale.     122  vols. 
Northern  Neck  K^nt  boob,  1690-1879.    38  vole. 
(ieneral  aun-ey  Ijookn,  I77W  to  date.    98  vols. 
Northern  Neck  aurveya,  1786-1879.     —  vols. 
Caveat  books. 

Militury  land  bounty  books,  Frencli  ami  Indian  war.    2  vols. 
Military  land  bounty  Iwokti,  Revolutionary  war.    S  vols. 
Ki.'coni  book  of  all  land  warrants  iaaned  by  tho  Stat*  of  Virginia. 
Abstracts  of  land  grants  by  counties. 
Index  volumes. 

There  is  also  a  largo  collection  of  original  vouchers  for  mil- 
itary land  bounty  warrants  of  the  French  and  Inditin  and  Ilev- 
olutionary  wars,  including  many  copies  of  wills,  ''proofs  of 
heirehip,"  etc.,  tiled  with  the  claims  of  descendants  of  Rev- 
olutionary soldiers. 

VIRGINIA    COUNTY    RECORDS. 

The  following  account  of  the  records  in  the  older  counties 
of  Virginia  can  only  claim  to  be  approximately  accurate,  as  it 
was  prepared  chiefly  from  recollections  of  visits  made  to  most 
of  the  court-houses  of  the  counties  named: 

Our  county  records  have  suffered  greatly  in  the  past  from 
the  carelessness  of  their  custwlians,  from  lires,  and  from  pil- 
Isige  by  British  and  United  States  soldiers  during  campaigns 
in  the  State.  Among  the  counties  to  whose  records  especial 
damage  was  done  during  llie  civil  war  may  be   mentioned 
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Warwick,  Charles  City,  Stafford,  and  Prince  William.  Books 
and  papers  taken  from  these  and  other  counties  have  been 
scattered  throughout  the  United  States.  This  is  mentioned 
here  in  hope  that  it  may  lead  to  the  return  of  some  of  these 
records.  Where  single  documents  or  fragments  of  books  are 
concerned,  it  would  be  well  to  send  them  to  the  Virginia 
Historical  Society. 

Where  the  word  "complete"  is  used  in  the  following  notes 
only  bound  volumes  of  records  are  referred  to.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  state  without  a  very  thorough  investigation  to 
what  extent  original  papers,  such  as  marriage  bonds,  wills, 
deeds,  etc.,  have  been  preserved.  The  dates  given  are  those 
of  the  organization  of  the  counties.  . 

The  records  of  the  following  counties  are  complete:  Accomac^ 
(1672),  Amelia  (1734),  Amherst  (1761),  Bedford  (1753),  Bruns- 
wick (1720),  Charlotte  (1764),  Chesterfield  (1748),  Cumberland 
(1748),  Goochland  (1727),  Isle  of  Wight  from  about  1654,  Lan- 
caster (1652),  Lunenburg  (1745),  Mecklenburg  (1764),  E^ssex 
(including  old  Rappahannock,  1654),  Norfolk  (including  Lower 
Norfolk,  1633),.  Northampton  j|including  old  Accomac,  1634), 
Pittsylvania  (176B);' Powhatan  ^(1777),  Prince  Edward  (1753), 
Princess  Anne  (1691),  Richmond  (1692),  Southampton  (1748), 
Surry  (1653),  Sussex  (1754),  Westmoreland  (1653),  and  York 
(1634). 

The  records  of  the  following  counties  have  been  entirely 
destroyed:  Buckingham,  Dinwiddie,  Gloucester,  James  City, 
King  and  Queen,  King  William,  Nansemond,  and  New  Kent. 

The  records  of  the  following  counties  have  been  preserved 
in  part:  Albemarle  (1747),  wills  and  deeds  complete,  several 
order  books  missing;  Caroline  (1727),  will  and  deed  books 
destroyed,  order  books  preserved;  Charles  City  (1634),  no 
seventeenth  century  records  preserved,  a  number  of  books 
preserved,  the  earliest  of  which  is  dated  about  1720;  Elizabeth 
City  (1634),  nothing  earlier  than  1694,  several  volumes  miss- 
ing between  that  date  and  1806;  Fauquier  (1754),  nearly  com- 
plete; Hanover  (1720),  two  deed  books,  1733-1735,  and  1783, 
etc.,  preserved;  all  other  books  and  papers  destroyed;  Hen- 
rico (1634),  nothing  earlier  than  1677,  and  several  volumes 
missing  after  that  date;  King  George  (1720),  complete  with 
exception  of  the  first  volume  of  the  will  books;  this  book 
is  known  to  have  been  about  ten  years  ago  in  private  hands  in 
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the  State  of  New  York,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  yet  be 
returned  to  the  county;  Louisa  (1742),  complete  with  excep- 
tion of  first  will  book,  1742-1745;  Middlesex  (1675),  several 
books  of  various  kinds  missing;  Northumberland  (1648),  wills 
and  deeds  from  about  1670  to  1710  destroyed  by  fire,  records 
appear  to  be  otherwise  complete;  Orange  (1734),  believed  to  be 
nearly  complete;  Prince  George  (1702),  one  volume,  weighing 
thirty -two  pounds,  and  containing  wills,  deeds,  etc. ,  1713-1728, 
was  found  in  an  abandoned  camp  near  Richmond  in  1865  and 
returned  to  the  county;  three  others  only  remain,  one  of 
orders,  1738-1740,  another  (a  fragment),  1759-60,  and  a  third 
covering  the  period  1787-1792.  Prince  William  (1730)  suffered 
greatly  during  the  civil  war,  but  several  stolen  volumes  have 
been  returned,  and  it  is  probable  that  now  not  more  than  four 
or  five  are  missing.  Stafford  (1666)  likewise  was  badly  dam- 
aged during  the  war.  The  following  books  now  remain  in 
the  clerk's  office  there:  One  seventeenth  century  order  book, 
which  was  kindly  restored  last  year  by  the  Library  of  the  State 
of  New  York;  wills,  deeds,  etc.,  1699-1708;  deeds,  bonds,  etc., 
1755-1760;  wills,  1742-1757  and  1769-1783,  etc. 

VIRGINIA    MANUSCRIPTS  IN   THE   LIBRARY    OF  CONGRBBS.^ 

1606-1680.  Virginia.  Miscellaneous  Papers.  1vol.  F°.  '^Instructions 
Commicions  Letters  of  Advice  and  Admonition  and  Publique  Speeches, 
Proclamations  ec." 

1606-1683.     Virginia,  Miscellaneous  Papers.     1  vol.     4°. 
In  main  part  royal  orders  and  decrees. 

1606-1692.     Virginia,  Miscellaneous  Records.     1  vol.     F°. 

The  so-called  "Bland  Maniwcript"  to  which  Hening  refers.    The  volume 
contains  notes  oy  Jefferson. 

1619-1624.    Virginia,   London  Company.     The  Records  of   the  London 

Company  for  Virginia.     2  vols.     F°. 

1621-1625.  Virginia,  London  Company.  Papers  and  Records.  1vol.  F® 
unbound. 

Consists  in  the  main  of  correspondence  between  the  company's  representa- 
tive in  Virginia  and  the  authorities  in  Kngland. 

1622-1627.     Virginia,  Legislative  Council.     "Orders  from  Feb.  1622  to  Nov. 
1627."     1vol.     F°unlx)und. 

(Contains  also  orders  and  papers  to  1632. 

1623.  Virginia,  legislative  Provincial  Assembly.  1vol.  8°.  "Laws  and 
Orders  concluded  on  bvthe  General  Assembiv  March  the  5th  1623." 


a  As  I  have  stated,  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Worthington  Ford,  chief  of  the  Division  of 
Manuscripts,  for  this  list,  which  was  prepared  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Lincoln,  of  that  division. 
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1626-1634.    Viiginia  Legislative,  Journal  of  Council  and  Assembly.    1 
vol.    F^ 

The  so-called  "Edmund  Randolph  Manuscript"  to  which  Hening  refen. 

1642-1662.     Viiginia  Legislative.     **The  Laws  of  Virginia."    1  vol.     F». 
1652-1660.    Virginia  Legislative  Records.    Minutes  of  the  *  *  Grand  Assem- 
bly."   1vol.    4*». 

The  so-called  "Jefferson  Manuscript"  to  which  Hening  refers. 

1660-1697.    Virginia,  Legislative.    The  Acts  of  the  Provincial  Assembly. 

1vol.  F^ 
1662-1702.    Virginia,  Legislative.    The  Acts  of  the  Provincial  Assembly. 

1vol.  F^ 
1665-1676.    Virginia,  Miscellaneous.    *  *  Foreign  business  and  Inquisitions. " 

1vol.    F^ 

In  spite  of  the  title  domestic  matters  predominate,  a  portion  of  the  volume 
referring  to  escheats  in  Virginia. 

1698-1700.     Virginia,  Legislative,  CouncilJoumal.    1vol.    F*.- 
1705.     Virginia,  Legislative,  Acts  of  Assembly.     1  vol.    F**. 

Contains  chaps.  2-53  of  second  session. 

105-1711.     Viiginia,  I^egislative,  Acts  of  Assembly.    1  vol.    F*. 

Contains  acts  in  pari  only. 

1606.    Virginia  Miscellaneous.    Broadsides.    Single  letters  and  other  manu- 
scripts unbound  and  dating  from  1606  on. 

[I  have  not  been  willing  to  make  any  change  in  the  list  furnished  by  Mr.  Ford,  but  it 
is  certain  that  the  description  of  the  vol.  1622-1627  as  "  Legislative  Council"  is  incorrect. 
It  contains  the  executive  and  judicial  proceedings  of  the  council  and  general  court.  So 
also  after  1698-1700  "  Legislative  "  is  an  incorrect  description.  That  volume  contains  the 
minutes  of  the  executive  council.] 
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